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FOREWORD 

Tht) district census handbook (DCH), compiled by the Census Organisation on 
behalf of the State GO'J,-mlmsllts, is one of the most valuable products of the Census· 
The DCH is const,-,l ntly rtiferred to by planners, admin istrators, academicians and research
ers. It is inter alia used for del imitation of constituencies, formulation of local level 
and regional plans and as an aid to District administration. The district census -handbook 
is the only publication which provides Primary Census Abstract (PCA) data upto village 
level for thtl rural areas ward-wise for each city or town. It also provides data on Infra
structure and amenities in villages and towns, etc. 

The district census handbook sGries was initiated during the 1951 Census. It 
contained important census tables and PCA for each village and town of the district. 
During 1961 Ceilsus the scope of the DCH was enlarged and it contained a descriptive 
account of the district, administrative statistics, census tables and a village and town 
directory, including PCA. The 1971 DCH series was planned in three parts. Part-A 
related to village Elnd town directory, Part-B to village and town PCA and Part-C compri
sed analytical report, administrative statistics, district census tables and certain analytical 
tables based on PCA and amenity data in respect of villages. However, in some states it 
was confined to di3triCt census tables a,ld in a few cases altogether given up due to delay 
in compilation and printing. 

While designing the format of 1981 DCH series some new features along with 
the restructuring of the formats of villa::Je and town directory have been attempted. At 
the same time, comparability with the 1971 data has also been kept in view. All the 
amenities except power supply in the village have bean brought together in the village 
directory with the instruction that in case an amenity is not available in the referrent 
village the distance in broad ranges from the nearest place where the amenity is available 
may be givan. The restructuring of the form3t of the villa;;Je directory and incorporating 
more exhaustive data on infrastructure aspect particularly in relation to amenities and land
use pattern is expected to further meet the need of micro level planning for rural areas. 
It is expected to help not only in local area planning but regulating the provision of goods 
and services as well so as to minimise the re::Jional imbalances in the process of develop
ment. A few new items of information have also been introduced to meet some of the 
requirements of the Revised Minimum N8eds Programme. Such new items of information 
as adult literacy centres, primary health sub centres, and community health workers in the 
village have been introduced in the vil13Je directory with this objective in mind. The new 
item on approach to the villa;Ja is to nJvtl an ida3 about the villaJes in the district which 
are inaccessible. A new column, "total population and number of households" has been 
introduced to examine the correlation of the amenities with the population and number 
of households they serve. Addition of two more appendices listing the villages where 
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no amenities are available and according to the proportion of scheduled caste and 
scheduled tribe population to the total population has also been made with this view in 
mind. 

The formats of the town directory have also been modified to meet the require-
ments of the Minimum Needs ProJramme by providing information on a few new items. 
A new slatement on civic and other amenities in slums in Class-I and Class-II towns 
(Statemullt IV-A) has been introduced with this objective in mind. It is expected that 
this wil! help the planners to chalk out programmes on provision of civic amenities for 
the improvement of slums. The columns on Scheduled Castes and' Scheduled Tribes 
population in statement iV relating to civic and other amenities and adult literacy classesj 
centres under educational facilities in starement V are also added inter alia with this 
view. A significant addition is class of town in all the seven statements of the town 
directory. The infrastructure of amenities in urban areas of the country can be best 
analysed by ta:<ing the class of towns into consideration. The addition of the columns on 
civic administration status and population in a few statements also serves this purpose. 

The format of the primary census abstract for the vi lIages and towns has been 
formu lated in the I ight of changes in the economic and other questions canvassed through 
th(~ individual slip of 1981 Census. 

In order to avoid delay in publ ieation of 1981 DCH series it has been so desi
gned that Part-A of the volume contains villaJe and town directory and Part-B, the PCA 
of villages and towns including the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes PCA upto 
Tahsil/Town levels. At the beginning of the DCH a detailed analytical note supported by 
a number of inset tables based on PCA and non census data in relation to the infrastructure 
has been introduced to enhance its value. The district and tahsil/Police Station/CD 
Block etc., level maps depicting the boundaries and other important features have baen 
inserted at appropriate places, to further enhance the value of the publication. 

Th is publ ieation is a joint venture of the State Government and the Census 
Organisation. The data have been collected and compiled in the Union Territory under 
the direction of Shri P. M. Nair, Director of Census Operations, Lakshadweep 
on behalf of the State Government which has borne the cost of printing. The task 
of planning, designing and co-ordination of this publication was carried out by Shri N. G. 
Nag, Deputy Registrar General (Social Studies) of my office. Dr. B. K. Roy, Deputy 
Registrar General (Map) provided the technical guidance in the preparation of the mops. 
Data received from Census Directorates have been scrutinised in the Social Studies 
Division at the headquarters under the guidance of Shri M. M. Dua, Senior Research 
Officer. I am thankful to all who have contributed in this project. 

New Delhi, 

the 26th April, 1982 
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P. PADMANABHA 

REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA 



PREFACE 

Prior to the formation of the Union Territory of Lakshadweep 
(known as Laccadive, Minicoy E.nd Amindivi Islands til11 st November, 1973) 
as per the State Reorganisatio:l Act 1956 (Central Act 37 of 1956) the 
Amindivi Islands (Amini, Kadm(;;t, Kiltan, Chetlat and Bitra) were under the 
jurisdiction of South Kanara District and the Laccadive (Kalpeni, Andrott, 
Agatti, Kavaratti and dependent islets) and Minicoy Islands were part of 
Malabar District of erstwhile Madras State. The District Census Hand~ 

book publ ished as a programme of 1971 Census is the first of its kind after 
constitution of the islands into a Union Territory. This report, part XIII
District Census Handbook 01 1981 Census is the second in the series. 

This volume comprises two parts viz. (i) Part A-Village and 
Town Directory and (ii) Part B--Primary Census Abstract. The Village 
Directory includes data on amenities available in each village (rural island) 
relating to educational and medical institutions, power supply, drinking 
water supply, post and telegraph, communications, weekly markets, places of 
religious, historicul and archaeolo:;)ical interest and particulars of land use. 
The Town Directory provides data for each town in the district pertaining to 
the status of town, its orig in, growth of population, physical aspects and 
location, civic and other amenities, medical, educational and cultural facili
ties, trade, industry, commerce and banking facilities. The Primary Census 
Abstract is presented for the entire population as well as Scheduled Tribe 
population separately for villages and towns. 

The Analytical Note given at the beginning of this report, besides 
providing a brief analysis of Villa)8 Directory, Town Directory and Primary 
Census Abstract data using inset tables, includes a brief outline of 1981 
Census, its definitions and concepts, brief history of the district and District 
Census Handbook, physical features, major economic, social and cultural 
characteristics and deve.lopmental activities pertaining to the Union Territory, 
places of religious, historical and archaeological importance and places of 
tourist interest in the district. The scope of the Analytical Note has been 
enlarged by reflecting the past and present conditions of the islands. The 
data included in the write-up relate upto the year 1981. An attempt has also 
been made to ind icate the developments thereafter as footnotes in the appro~ 
priate places. 

The data required for the Village Directory and Town Directory 
statements were collected and compiled by the staff of the Census 
Directorate under the suporvision of the then Deputy Director of 
Census Operations, Shri A. K. Dutta who rei inquished the charge on 30th 
January, 1982. My thanks are due to him and staff of my office. 
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In drafting this report I was ably assisted by Shri A. V. Ouseph, 
Tabulation Officer and Smt. A. F. Ivy, Statistical Assistant. The maps and 
charts were drawn by Shri N. Venu Nair, Draftsman of Kerala Census 
Directorate. I would I ike to place on record my appreciation due to them 
and to the other staff in bringing out this volume. 

Above all, I am grateful to Shri P. Padmanabha, Registrar General 
and Census Commissioner, India for his valuable guidance at all stages. 
I am equally grateful to Shri V. P. Pandey, Deputy Registrar General, India 
and Shr; N. G. Nag, Deputy Registrar General (SS) for the same. 

Kavaratti, 
26-3-'83 } 

OMESH SAIGAL 

Administrator & Ex-Officio Director of 
Census Operations, Lakshadweep 
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IMPORTANT STATISTICS 

POPULATION 

DECENNIAL POPULATION GROWTH RATE (1971-81) 

AREA tSq. kms.} 

NUMBER OF VILLAGES (ISLANDS) 

NUMBER OF CENSUS TOWNS (ISLANDS) 

DENSITY OF POPULA nON (Per Sq.km.) 

SEX RATIO (Number of females Per 1,000 males) 

LITERACY RATE 

Total 

Rural 

Urban 

PERCENTAGE OF URBAN POPULATION TO TOTAL POPULATION 

PERCENTAGE TO TOTAL POPULATION 

(i) Main Workers 

(ji) Marginal Workers 

(xi) 

LAKSHADWEEP 

Persons 40,249 

Males 20,377 

Females 19,872 

Pasons 21,620 

Males 10,887 

Females 10,733 

Persons 18,629 

Males 9,490 

Females 9,139 

26.53 

Total 32.0 

Rural 21.4 

Urban 10.6 

Total 24 
Inhabited 7 

Uninhabited 17 

3 

1,258 

975 

Persons 55.07 

Males 65.24 

Females 44.65 

46.28 

Persons 19.75 

Males 33.56 

Females 5.58 

Persons 4.64 

Males 5.68 

Females 3.58 



(iii) Non-Workers 

Break-up of Main Workers: 

PERCENTAGE AMONG MAIN WORKERS 

(i) CULTIVATORS 

(ii) AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS 

(iii) HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY 

(iv) OTHER WORKERS 

PERCENTAGE OF SCHEDULED TRIBES POPULATION TO 
TOTAL POPULATION 

NUMBER OF OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL HOUSES 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

NUMBER OF PERSONS PER OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL HOUSE 

A VERAGE SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD 

(xii) 

Persons 75.61 

Males 60.76 

Females 90.84 

Persons 
Males 

Females 

Persons 

Males 
Females 

Persons 13.69 

Males 8.09 
Females 48.29 

Persons 86.31 

Males 91.91 

Females 51.71 

Persons 93.82 

Males 9258 

Females 95.08 

6,320 

6,637 

6.37 

6.06 
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ANALYTICAL NOTI 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The coral islands, known as Lakshadweepl lie 
irregularly scattered in the Arabian Sea about 200 to 
400 km,. off the Malabar coast between go and 12~-
301 north latitude and between 71 °and 74°east longitude. 
There are in all twenty-seven i~lands and a number 
of sunken banks, open reefs and sand banks. Only 
ten islands are inhabited. Other islands are small and 
uninhabited and exist as satellites· of the inhabited 
islands. Lakshadweep is a single district Union 
Territory with an area of n sq. kms. as a whole. 
Because of the geographical isolation and for 

administrative convenience the islands have been 
classified into four groups and each group forms a 
tahsil2. Thus, there are four tahsils viz. Minicoy, 
Andrott3, Kavaralli and Amini. Three of the major 
islands viz. Minl(':0Y, Kavardtti and Amini were 
classified as Census rowns (l'\on-Municipal) for the 
first time in 1981 CcnsU'i. 

II. THE" 1981 CENSUS 

2. The twe:ftll decennial population Census of 
India was conducted in this Union Territory during 
February-March, 1981. The enumeration commenced 
on 9lh February aad ended on 28th February, 1981. 
The sunrise of first March, 1981 was the reference 
date for this Census. In order to bring the population 
up to da te, a revisional round was also carried out 
from first March to fifth March, 1981, during which 
the enumerators visited once again every household 
and cancelled the enumeration of persons who died 
and enumerated every child born in the household 
subsequent to the first visit but before the sunrise of 
first March, 19~ I. Also ,-if the enumerator came across 
a visitor in any household who haJ to stay there 
during the above counting period and had not been 
counted el~ewhere, was aho enumerated. Similarly, 
the floating populalioll and the houseless population 
were also enumer.lted on the last day of the enumera
tion period. The 1981 Census was synchronous through
out the territory. 

III. CONCEPTS OF 1981 CENSUS 

Rural and Urban Areas 

3. The village or town is recognised as the basic 
a[l'a of habitation. ]t has been a practice in all 
Censuses to cJ,bsify the populalio') into two main 
categories viz. rural and urban [n fact, in all the 
Censuses throughnut the world t nis classification of 
census data into rural-urban units is generally 
recognised a'ld delta prl'sented accordingly. However, 
the distinctto n between . rural' and' urban' is not con
fined to a single definition It changes from country to 
country, but urbaniz:llioll a,.~ proce,s of po pula tion con
centration is accepted by all. It was only from the 1961 
Ct:nsus that a fairly strict lkfinition of urban area was 
adopted in India. 1n the earlier Censuses the definition 
was very liberal and it was left entirely to the Jiscretion 
of local authorities The definition of LIn urban unit 
adopted in the 1981 Census i, more or le~s the same 
as in the 1961 and 1971 Cen,uses in all respects 
exceptin!:? a wry milh)r modIfIcation. Thc urban 
areas of 198! Celll>Us are: 

(a) all places with a MunicipalllY, Corporation 
or Cantonment Board ('r Notified Town 
Area Committee, etc. 

(b) all oth~r plac..:~ whIch ~atisry the following 
criteria:-

(i) a minimum population of 5,000. 

(ij) at Il!ast75% of the male working popula
tion cngaged in non-agricultural and 
aJlled activities. 

(iiI) a population of at ka,t 400 per.>ons per 
sq. km. or 1 ,000 per~ons per sq. mile. 

4. The variation betwcen the above definition 
and that of 1961 and 19 71 Censu~es is that the males 
working in activities such as fbhir.g, logging etc. 
were treated as engaged in non-agricultural activities 
and therefore, contributed to the 75% criteri..l in the 
1961 an.d 1971 Censuses At the 1981 CCll'lIS these 
activities have been treated on par with cultivation 

Name of the Union rerritory of "Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindi'li islands" of Census 1971 has since been 
changed to "Lakshadweep" with effect from 1-11-1973 (GO'lt. of India, MHA Notification No. GSR 475 (E)
No.F 3/3/72.-SR dated 15th October, 1973.) 

2. 

3 

Demarcation of tahsils is not according to the proper represe;}tation of the population or· area, but merely on 
account of their geographical isolation and administrative convenience. 
Name!spelling of the islandltahsil "Androth" of 1971 Census has since been changed to "AndroU" as per 
Government of India, MHA letter No. 7/2/78-States dated 6th june, 1980. 

1 



and agricultural labour and therefore, do not 
contribute 10 the 75% criteria of being engaged in 
non --agricultural ac(ivi ty. In effect, the 1981 definition 
has been made more rigid for the classification of the 
urban area. All the places coming under the above 
categories are called Census Towns and those places 
with a population of ) ,1)0,000 or more have been 
designated as Cities. 

Census House 

5. An 'occupied residential house' is a house 
which is used wholly or partly for the purpose of 
residence by one or more households and includes 
a shop-cum-re~idence, a workshop-cum-residence 
and a residence with other use. Even whe re more than 
one household occupies one cemus house it is 
considered as only one occupied residential house. 

6. A 'census house' is a building or part of 
a building having a separate main entrance from the 
road or common courtyard and used or recogniEed 
as a separate unit. It mly be inhabited or vacant. It 
can be used for re5idential or non-residential purposes 
or for both. Schools, offices, £emples, factories, jails 
and hospitals are all census houses. 

Households 

7. A 'household' is a group of persons who 
commonly live together and take their food 
from a common ki tchen unless the exigencies 
of work prevented any of them from doing so. There 
may be a household of persons related by blood or a 
household of unrelated persons or having a mix of 
both. An 'institutional household' is a household where 
unrelated persons stay together such as boarding 
houses, hostels, residential hotels etc. The houseless 
population is comprised of all those who have no 
house to live in and also all persons who having a 
residence have been enumerated while in transit. 

Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes 

8. According to the articles 341 and342 of the 
Constitution, the President of India is empow.:red to 
specify the list of Sl:heduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes under a Presidential Order for each State and 
Union Territury. Thes~ lists were drawn up taking 
into consideration the social and economic backward
ness of the weaker section of the people. No caste 
has been scheduled in relation to this Union Territory 
and therefore, there is no Scheduled Caste Population 
in Lakshadweep. According to the Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe lists (Modification Order, 1956) 
the inhabitants of Lakshadweep who and both 

2 

of whose raren ts were born in those islands are 
treated as S..;heduled Tribes.There is only one tribe 
in this Union Territory, which has no specific name. 

Literates 

9. The criteri,>n laid (l.Jwn in 1981 Census for a 
person to be treated as a literate was the ability to 
bot!1 re;}d and write in any language with understand
ing. A pers.'n who can merely reall but cannot write 
was n'lt treated as a literate. It was not nece~sary 

that the persoll who is a literate should have received 
any f .. rmal education or should h:tve passed any 
educational ~tandard. The test applied for reading 
was hiS/her :lbility to read any portion of the printed 
matter from the instruction booklet and similarly, for 
writing he/she should be able to write a simple letter. 
Ability merely to sig'1 one's name was no! adequate 
to qualify a person as ueill~ able to write with under
standing. Children of four years of age and below were 
treated as illiterat;;s eVC:l if they were able to read 
and write a few odd words and were attending 
SCllOOI. 

10. In the Union T~rritory of Lakshadweep the 
system of transliterating Malayalam language in 
Arabic alphabets is very popular especially among 
the women folk. They can neither read nor write 
Malayalam language nor understand the Arabic words, 
but fM the purpose of communication they write 
Mlll.iYJlam words in Arabic alphabets. In such cases 
they were also treated ali literates. 

Workers 

II. At the 1981 Census the entire population 
was divided into two broad categories viz. workers 
and non-workers based on the main activity of each 
individual. A worker has been defined as a person 
who participates in any economically productive work 
by his physical or mental activity. It involves not 
only actual work bUl also effective supervision and 
direction of work. Instead of a dichotomy of workers 
and non-workers, a trichotomy of main workers. 
mar5inal w0rkers and nO.1-workers was adopted in 
1981 Census. The definit ion and concept of work have 
been the same as in 1971, but the criterion for classi
fication of workers underwent change. In 1981 Census 
for classifying a person as a main worker the time 
criterion of engagement in work for the major 
part of preceding year. i. e. a t least six months or 183 
days was adopted, while those who worked -for some 
time during the last year, but not for the major part. 
were treated as marginal workers. Persons who did 
not participate in any economically productive work 



during the reference period were classified as non
workers. They comprised of those engaged in 
household duties, as students, dependents, retired 
persons, rentiers, beggars etc., inmates of institutions 
and other non-workers. The other non-workers incl uded 
all non-workers who had not come under any of the 
above six categories. A person who normally worked, but 
had been absent from work during this reference period 
on account of illness, holiday, temporary closure, strike 
etc. Was treated as engaged in regular work in which he 
would have otherwise been employed but for his temp
oraryabsence. Persons under training such as appren
tices with or without stipends or wages were considered 
as economica)ly active and recorded as working. 
A person who had merely been offered work, but had 
not actually joined it, was not treated as engaged 
in work. 

12. The main workers have further been classi
fied as (i) cultivators (ii) agricultural labourers 
(iii) hou~eh\)\d industry and (\V~ other workers as 
defined below: 

Cultivator 

13. A person was treated as cultivator if he was 
engaged in cultivation which involves ploughing, 
sowing and harvesting and production of cereals etc. 

. by oneself or by supervision or direction in one's 
capaci I y as the owner or lessee of the land. 

Agriculturallclbourer 

14. A person who worked in another person's 
land for wages in money, kind or share was regarded 
as an agricultural labourer. He or she has no risk in 
the cultivatiOn and has no right of lease or contract 
on land on which he/she works. 

15. However, one was classified 
or agricultural labourer only when he 
the growing ?f the following crops: 

(i) Cereal and millet crops. 

as a cultivator 
was engaged in 

HOQsehold Industry 

10. Household Industry was defined as one 
industry conducted by the head of the household 
himself/herself and/or by the members of the house
hold at home or within the Village in the case of rural 
areas and only within the precincts of the house in 
which the household lives in the case of urban areas. 
The workers in a household industry should largely 
consist of members of the household including the 
head. The industry should not he run on the scale of 
a registered factory which would qualify or has to 
be registered under the Indian Factories Act. Lastly, 
a household industry should relate to production, 
processing, servicing, repairing or making and selling 
(but not merely selling) l' f goods. 

Other workers 

17. All other workers, i. e., those who had 
been engaged in some economic activity during the 
last one year, but were n')t cultivators or agricultural 
labourers or in household industry, were 'other 
workers'. 

IV. GEOLOGICAL FORMATIO:'~4 

18. It is said that these island~ and reefs were 
formed all1 a result of the coral growths over the 
continuation of the Aravalli system of rock of Rajasthan 
and Gujarat. The islands are gcnerallv align~d from 
north to south with one exception namely, Andrott, 
which lies east to west. The islands are having natural 
protection in the eastern side by beaches. The atolls 
show various stages of development of the islands. 
The reefs: at Cheriyapani, Perumalpar and Suheli 
represent the early stages of development, while the 
reefs at Kalpeni, Kavaratti, Agatti and Kadmat are 
in intermediate stage and Chetlat and Kiltan are in 
advanced or mature stage of development. The develop
ment and growth of the islands 011 the eastern reef 
margrn has been checked by various factors. 

V. BRIEF HISTORY5 

(ii) Pulses. 19. The early history of the district still remains 

(iii) Fibre crops, 'aw cotron, Jute, mesta, unexplored. Local traditions, however, assign the 
sunnhemp and kindred fibre crops. first settlement of the district to a shipwreck members 

of Malayalis who were on their way to bring King 
(iv) Oilseeds. Cheraman Peruma' from Mecca in ninth century. Ori-
(v) Cash crops: Sugarcane. ginally, therefore, the inhabitants were all Hindus, and 

The growing of plantation crops, edible nuts, fruits, that they were converted into Islam, it is said, in the 

coconut, flowers, vegetables, medicinal plants, spices thirteenth century or so by an Arab Saint called 
crops etc. was not considered as cultivation. Munbe Mulyaka Alias Ubaidulla. 

4. Census of India. 1971, serics-29, Laccadive, • Minicoy and Amindivi islands, District Census Handbook, Page-2. 
S. Ibid 
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20. The conversivn of the King of the Maldives, 
Siri Bavanditta by a Muslim apostle known as Shaikh 
Yusuf Shainsud-din of Tariz took place in the year 
548 Hejira (i. e. 1153 A.D). It is, theref0re, con
jectured Ihat the Hindus of the Lakshadweep resisted 
conversion for quite some time. 

21. The early settlers had acknowledged the 
authorIty of the Kolathiri Raja. Although the 
Portuguese, Briti,h and Arab landed in the- district 
from time to time on their way to mainla nds of India, 
this district luckily escaped their wrath as 
experienced by the Maldivians at that time. 
However, this district suffered at the hands of British 
pira tes led by Captain Kidd.Fortunately, their plunder 
was short lived and they left the place in haste. 

22. Until 1791, the rule of Ali Raja continued 
when it passed on to Ihe British with the conquest 
of Cannanore in that year. However, 'Bibi' of 
Cannanore was allowed to retain her hold on the 
district by pa) ing an annual tribute (Peshkash). This 
arrangement continued till 1875 when Britishers finally 
took over the administration of the Laccadive group of 
islands of this district. 

23. Whereas, the Amindivi group of islands, 
the nerthern group of fiv~ Islands had 
experienced different turn of events. For ~more 
than two centuries, like other group of islands they 
wereaho under the cuntrol of Ali Raja of Cannanore 
but the inhabitants of this group of islands shifted 
their allegiance to Mysore in the last quarter of 
eighteenth century. Wi Ih the conquest of 
Srirangapattana by the East India Company the 
Amindivi group of idan is also became a part of the 
South Kanara District. 

24. Thus, the Amindivi group of islands were 
under the jurisdiction of South Kanara whereas the 
other islands were under the jurisdiction of Malabar 
district and were under the direct British rule from 
third quarter of nineteenth century onwards till the 
independence of the country in 1947. 

25. In November, 1956, the Government of India 
recognised the La.;cadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
islands now known as Lakshadweep to a Union 
Territory (which is co-extensive with the district) and 
placed it under an Administrator whose headquarters 
at the outset were located at Kozhikode (cali cut) which 
were subsequently transferred to Kavaratti island 
during 1964. The Administration still has offices at 
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Calleut and Cochin for procurement of stores, 
CO-01 dinatioll ot transport in~luding reservation 

of passage 111 the ships, etc. 

VI. HISTORY OF DISTRICT CENSUS 

HANDBOOK 

26. The [)i~tfll:t Census Handbook is a State 
Government F..;bJicatioll compiled by the Census 
Org Inisatioll. J'rior 10 the furmation of. these islands 
into a UnIon TerricHY in 195fl, Amindivi group 
of i,la-lds (Ami 1i, Kadlllat, Kiltan, Chetlat and Bitra) 
were uilder the jurisdiction of South Kanara District 
and 1:1': LaccaJive (Kavaratti, Agatti, Andrott and 
Kalpeni) and Miaicoy groups of islands were un~er 
the Mahblr District of erstwhile Madras State. 
Duri·ng the 1961 Census which is the first population 
census" fler constitllt :l)f1 of these islands inlo a- single 
territor", 110 District Cel1'>lIs Handbook was published 
for thiS Union rerritorj. The first Dis!rict Census 
HanJbook of Laksh:ldweep was published in March, 
1981 as a programme of 1971 Census. The earlier 
proposal was to publIsh the above District Census 
HanJbook as a part of Census General Report. But, 
consequent on the decision taken in January, 197~ the 
Di~trict Census Handbook of this Union Territory 
was brought out separately. though quite late: Thus, 
the I)i~ Irict Census Handbook of 1981 Census is the 
second in the series. 

VII. PRESENT ADMINISTRATIVE SET-UP 

27. The dislrict of Lakshadweep which is co
extensive in area with Union Territory has been 
divided inlo four tahsih for administrative conveni
ence. Each tah~il is under lhe charge of a Tahsil.dar 
except Minicoy where the charge is vested on a Deputy 
Collector. The headquarters of the Tahsildars 
and Deputy Collec(o r are at Kavaratti, 
Andrott, Amini and Minicoy respectively. In each 
island the primary revenue collection is vested on an 
official calleJ • A min'. Regarding district adminis.tra
tion such as, law and order, development· etc., the 
Collector-cum-Development Commissioner takes care 
of, with his headquar tcrs at Kavaratti, however, 
under the direct control of the Administrator, He is 
also the District Magistrate. There are in addition. OBC 

Additional District Magistrate an1 three Executive 
Magi~trales under him. There is one Settlement 
Officer, assisted by three Assistant Settlement Officers 
to look afler the affairs of land and land revenue. The
Settlement Officer is also the Additional District 
Magistrate. The Superintendent of Police is in-chl'rge 
of-the pollee force and pOlice department in the-
district, while Administrator is the Inspector General 



of p()lice as well. Judicial matter, are under the 
charge of a Sub-Judge, who i" also a Judicial 
Magistrate having his headquarters at Kavaratti. The 
court of Subordinate Judge is also situated at 
Kavaratti. In addition, there are two Munsiff Courts, 
one each at Amini and Andrott. The general admini
stration of the Union Territory,as a whole and various 
departments concerned with the dev: lopment of the 
district are manag-!d by a full-fledged Secretariat and 
various Directorates respectively, under the overall 
con'rol and supervision of the Administrator with their 
headqu,lrters at Kavaratti. 

28. The territory is represen ted in the Parliament 
by a meI?ber elected to the Loksabhn. An advisory 
committee consisting of eight nominated non-official 
members associated with union Home Mmister of the 
Government of India and an advisory council consist
ing of cleven non-·official members a'osociated with the 
AdministLltor of the Union Territory are functioning 
for cL)s~r as~!)ciation of the local p !ople with the 
Administration. They meet twice in a year and are 
consulted on matters of policie~ rdating to develo
ment and legi,latioi1. 

29. There i) a Citizen c0uncil in each island of 
the district and th:se bodies are consulted on all 
mattl!rs of aJml1l ~1.ratlve importance. In addition, 
there is a Wakf Board to look after the wakf proper_ 
tic:; 0 f the district. It was constituted with effect from 
first October, 1965. Although, there had been 
restrictions on entry even in earlier days but a uniform 
regulation covering the whole district came into force 
in 1967 only. Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi islaads 
(Restriction:> on Entry md Residence Rules) were 
framed and issued under section 9 of the Laccadive, 
Minic')y and Amindivi islands( Law~) Rt'guJation, 1965. 

VIII. SCOPE OF VJLLAGE DIRECTORY, TOWN 
DIRECTORY STATEMENTS AND PRIMARY 
CENSUS ABSTRACT 

30. The Part A a f the District Census Hand
book cJmpri'oes Village and Town Directory 
of the district. The Village Directory includes 
details of amenities available in eZlch village in 
resp~ct of educ:ltion and medical insti tutions, power 
supply, drinking wat r supply, pJst and telegraph, 
communications, weekly markets, places of religious, 
historical and archeological interest and particulars 
of land use. 

31. The Town Directory furnishes daLI for each 
town in the district in respect of the status of the 
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town administration, its origin, growth of population, 
physical aspect~ and locatioa, latest municipal finance, 
civic and other amenities, medical, educational and 
cultural facilities, trade, illdustry, commerce and 
banking facilities. 

32. The Part B of the H'llldbook consists of 
Primary Censm Abstract, of total population and 
Scheduled Tribes. The Primary Census Abstract pro
vidt's an ab.'.tract of the primary information relating 
to 1981 Census. It comprises the data in r..;spect of 
area, number of oc;;upied reSldciltial houses and 
households, total popubtion and its break up by sex, 
scheduled castes and ~c!teduled tribes, literates and 
educated pasons, workers and non-workers for each 
island. The workers have been further classified in
to the following four ind .lstria I categories of activity: 

(I) Cui tivato rs 

(2) Agricul tural Labourers 

(3) Household Industry 

(4) Other Workers 

33. The Primary Census Abstract is presented 
in two parts viz. district and tahsil. The District 
Primary Census Abstract is a sort of summary state
ment giving district and tahsil wise total~ for the total, 
rural and urb.lIl are.lS separately. The Tahsil Primary 
Census Abstract, besides giving tahsil totals provides 
data for all vi!lages a nd towns in separat~ tables 
according to the order of location code numbers 
under the tahsil 

IX. CLIMATE 

Rainfall 

34. Information 011 rainfall is recorded at four 
different stations viz. Min lCOY, Amini, Andrott and 
Agalti in the di'>tricl. The rainfall in the southern 
islands is more evenly distributed than in the northern 
islands. During tile mJ:1~OO:1 period i. e. June to 
September northern islJnds get 70% of the annual 
rainfall but it IS only 59% in the south. During the 
remaining period rainfal! is more in south than in the 
north. In the post-momoon months i. til. O.;tober to 
December south gets 24% of the annual rainfall, while 
north receive~ only 18%. On an aver,lge the number 
of rainy days in an year of this district is hetween 85 
to 95. Though th: number of rainy days are more in 
south, the rainfall is slightly high III north. 

Temperature 

35. There are four stations, namely, Minicoy, 
Amini, Andrott and Agatti to record the temperature 
of this district. The temperature is more or less uniform 



in the islands of this district. It varies from 24 to 32 
degree centigrade. 

Humidity 

36. The relativ..: humidity is quite high in the 
district. It varies from 72 to 75 per cent. This is 
obvious because of the location of the district in the 
midst of Arabian Sea.The islands experience storms and 
cyclones occasionally. Usually, cyclonic depressions 
and storms occur during the months of April and 
May and again during October to December. These 
depressions are usually associated with heavy rains. 

X GENERAL FAUNA AND :FLORA 6 

Fauna 

37. The islands are conspicuous by the absence 
or varieties of animal specie;. Two species of rat viz. 
Mus rattus and Mus rljescens are very common. Birds 
such as Tharathasi (Sternafuscata) , Katalkakka (Sterna 
bergiilvelox), Kanfetu (Anous stolides piletus), Chul/u 
(Pluvialis dominica/), Koluvayam (Nuemenius phaeopus) 
and Heron Annal (Ardeola grayii) etc. are commonly 
seen in this district. Among reptiles, lizards are found 
mostly i. e. Gecko species, Calotes species and Muhuya 
species Snakes are practically absent in the district. 
Other reptiles deserving mention are turtles such as 
Chelonia species, Erelmochelys species, Dermochelys 
species etc. etc. Among the frogs, Rana iigrina is the 
most common species here. Rhinoceros beetle (Oryctus 
species), Cockroaches (Periplonata species), Mosquitoes 
of bOlh culex and Anophills species are largely found 
in this district. The islands of the district are 
characterised by the presence of various types or 
corals, tho;: most comm01 of these are Acropora species, 
Porites species, Diploastrea species, Goniastrea species 
and Lobophyllia species. The surrounding sea abounds 
in varieties of fishes. The most common of which are 
Tuna, Skipjack, Seerrish, Sailfish, Garfish, Kingfish, 
Croaker, Streaker, Parrot fish, Triggerfish, etc. etc. 

Flora 

38. Like fauna th! flon of this district are not much 
variegated. The most common crop tha t is grown here 
is coconut (Cocos nucifera), Drum Stick (Moringa 
species), bread fruit (Artocarapus species) are also 
commonly found. Banana (Musa paradisiaca),Colocasia 
(Colocassia speeies), Chilli (Capsicum species), Cucum
ber (Cucumis species) are found to grow. Of late, 
plants like Common Pepper (Piper species) and Tapioca 

? Gazetteer of India, Lakshadweep, 1977 pages 14-22 
7. Ibid page 13. 
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(Manihot sp:cies) have been introduced, while plants 
like seagrass namely, Thalussia species and Cymodocea 
species glow abundantly in the surrounding lagoons. 

Forest 

39 1 he distric t is again conspicuous by the 
absence of fore~t of any kind. 

Mineral resources 7 

40. The coral atolls are very rich in phosphate 
deposit The deposits in the islands of the 
district ,Ire, hewever, of low grade (13.4 percent ofP2 

03)' Tn some of the islands, the sample contains 
between II to 21.5 per cent of P2 03' It is estimated 
that the phosphate reserve is about 0.12 million tonnes. 
The Sllrv.!y carried out by Geological Survey of India 
during ( 1967 -'71) als l reveals large deposi t of calcium 
carbonate III th' surrounjing lagoons. 

XI SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
CHARACTER1STlCS 

Population 

41. Lakshadwe0p is the smallest Union Territory 
in the Indian Union A population of 40,249 is 
spread over an area of 32 sq. kms. with a density or 
1,258 persons per sq. km. The density of population, 
which was 994 during 1971, ha~ increased to 1,258 in 
1981. Tbe per capita land available to fdmily and 
individuals IS very small and limited. On the contrary. 
population is increasing at a high rate. During the 
last 80 years i. c. from 1901 to 1981 the population 
of this Union Territory ha~ increased by 189.94 per 
cent. The Jecad~ 1971-'81 has witnessed small increase 
in population i. e. 26.53 per cent compared to 1961-'71 
rate. Bu t, this ratc is very high compaed to previous 
Cemu<;es. However, it does not affect the growth 
pattern of this territory. 

Rural-Urban Composition 

42. In J 971 Census the entire area of this Union 
Turitory was treated as rural. The reason for the 
decrease in the rural growth of population in 1971-'81 
i.> attributed to the cent per cent shift or the rural 
population to urban in respect of three major islands 
viz. Minicoy, Kavaratti and Amini. The proportion 
of urban population to the total population is 46.28 
per cent. 

Sex-ratio 
43. Since the turn of the century the sex-ratio, 

i. e., number of females per 1,01.)0 males has been 

----- ---_-.----------_._--_-



DISTRIBUTION OF CENSUS HOUSES 
ACCORDING TO USE, 1981 

.. 
•••••••• CENSUS VACANT HOUSE 

IIIIITIJ ~E5IDENCE 
IIIIIII1l1 SHOP-CUM-~E:SID~NCE 
Jmm WORKSHOP-CUM-RESIOENCE 
l:f±I±I::l INCLUDING HOUSEHOLD INDUS TRY 

.. 
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.rIIJJ SHOPS EXCLUDING EATING HOUSES 
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18 
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declining in every decade. Till 1961 this territory had 
maintained a favourable sex-ratio with J ,020 females 
per one thousand males, but it has gone down to 978 
in 1971 and 975 in 198 I. This ratio is high in Minicoy 
compared to other islands. 

Marital Status 

44. Early marriage is not in existence in the 
district, which is contrary to the common belief in 
this regard. Most of the marriages take place around 
20 years of age. Divorce rate is high in the islands, 
whereas widow~/widowed arc mainly found in the upper 
age groups only. rolyg~rr,y is practised in all islands 
except Minicoy. Divorce is granted without much 
difficulty in the event of unhappy alliance. Social evils 
like prostitution are almost absent in the islands. 

Literacy 

45. Out of the total literates of 22,165 persons 
in this Union T~rritory 65.24 percent are male literates 
and 44.6) p~r C.!.1t are femal:: liter;ttes. In the case of 
females, remarkahle progress in liteocy, i. e. from 10.98 
percent in 1961 to 30.55 percent in 1971 and 44.65 
per c<!nt in 19 ~ I 11,,\> bl!en 'lchieved. The overall 
improvement in 1 he case of literacy in the territory 
indicates that there has been increasing attention to 
the spread of educ.t lion from the Lakshadweep Admini
stration. The territ,lry has the unique privilege of 
having a' lea~t one primary school in every h.lbitation. 
The consistent eff,)rts for increasing the facilities for 
primary school 1 ng and opening new adult centres 
giving more stress in the spread of education among 
the women folk have brought this territory to an 
appreciable position in the case of literacy among 
the States and Union Territories in India. 

Language 

46. The language spoken in the Territory except 
in Minicay is Malayalam with many peculiarities of 
prol1u:1ci:1tLm, idioms and vJcabulary. Minicoyans 
speak Mah!. It has a script of its own which is written 
from right to left as in the case of Arabic. The 
alphabet of the language has 24 letters which exactly 
sound like the letters of the Arabic alphabets, though 
the method of writing is entirely different. 

Religion 

47. All local inhabitants are followers ofIslam. 
The majority of people belong to the Shafi school 
of the Snnni sect and acknowledge besides the Holy 
Koran the authority of the Sunnet as customary law. 
The other sects among the Muslims are Wahabis and 
Ahamadiyyas who constitute only a microscopic 
minority. 
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Housing 

48. Thcre are 14,743 census houses in the 
district, of which 1,060 are vacant (at the time of 
Census Houselisting). Out of the remaining houses, 
5,402 houses are used for residential purposes, 693 
houses are used as workshop-cum-residence (including 
Household Industries) and the rest are used for 
various other purposes as i'i evident from the table 
given below 

Table I. 

CENSUS HOUSES AND USES TO WHICH THEY 

ARE PUT IN THE DISTRICT 

Census houses 

Total No. of census houses 

Cemus houses vacant at the time 
of houselh,ting 

Occupied houses 

(i) Residence 

(ii) Shop cum-residence 

(iii) Workshop-cum-residence 
including household 
industry . 

(iv) Hotels, Sarais, Dharam
shalas, Tourist Homes and 
Inspection H'1uses 

(v) Shops cxcluding eating 
houses 

(vi) Business housc5 and offi
ces 

(vii) Factories, workshops and 

Total 

14,743 

1,060 

13,683 

5,402 

89 

693 

23 

241 

191 

worksheds 133 

(viii) R..:staurants, sweet m:'at 
shops and eating places 75 

(ix) Places of en lertainment 
and community gathering 
(Panchayat ghar) ex-
cluding plac\) of worship 59 

(x) 

(xi) 

Places of worship 
(eg. Temple, Church, 
Mosqut', Gurdwara etc.) 

Others 

Economic Activity 

37d 

6,407 

Percentage 

100 

7.19 

92.81 

36.64 

0.60 

4.70 

0.16 

1.63 

1.30 

0.90 

0.51 

0.40 

2.51 

43.46 

49. According to 1981 Census only 24.39 per 
cent of the total population of this Union Territory 



constitute the working class population with a break 
up of 19,75 per cent as main w0rkers and 4 64 per cent 
as marginal workers. There is a sizeabie fall in the 
work participation rate of main workas compared 
to 1971 CensU'i, In the case of Scheduled Tribe popu
lation the percentage of workers to total population 
is 22.81 with 17.9) per cent a, main workers and 4.86 
per cent marginal workers, Thert~ is no cultivator or 
agricultulal labourer in the tl:rritory as a whole. 
Paddy; wheat etc. are not cultiva:ed in the i~lands, 

Amm1g the main workers, 13.69% work in hou3ehold 
industry and the remaining workers come under the 
ca' egory of'other workers'. All types of economic acti
vities not covered by cultivation, agricultural labour or 
household industry will come under the category 'other 
workers'. Workers engaged in growing of coconut are 
not ir~ated as cultivators or agriCUltural labourers but 
as other workers. 'Fishing, coconut growing, making 
copra and household industry like coir twisting, 
jaggcry making etc. are, however, the main occupation 
of the inhabitants of islands. Owing to the spread 
of education especially among the females and the 
overall development in the territOI'y, the household 
industry has lost much of its importance in the islands. 
However, the density of population coupled with the 
increasing literate and semi-literate unemployed, poor 
industrialisation, lack of interest in agricul tural pur
suits and loss of interest in traditional household 
industry creates more pressure in other spheres of 
economic activities such as social and p~rsonal services, 

Manners and Customs 8 

50. The whole dist rict may be divided into two 
groups in respect ofca"teand customs viz. (i) Minicoy 
island (ii) other islands. The ethnic composition of the 
Millicoy island is comprised of land owning Manikfans, 
odam owning Thakrufdns, odam plying Thakru_) and 
Ravel ies, like four distinct caste among the Hindus. 
However, their caste structure is not so rigid like 
Hindu caste structure, although there are certain 
prerogatives and restrictions associated with each group. 
For instance, Manikf,ll1S hav,e the privilege to wear 
gold ornaments, garments made of silk with fixed 
design so that they can be distinguished. Thakrufans 
can wear gold ornaments and put on silk garments, 
but they should never use the same design as adopted 
by the Manikfans. Thakrus, on the other hand are 
allowed to use silver ornaments and cotton dresses 
only, while Raveries are denied almost all these 
privileges. At present, however, the restrictiom ale 
not so strictly adhered to. In fact. changes in this 

8. Gazetteer of India. Lakshadweep 1977 pages 95-118 
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regard ar~ discernible. The custom among the 
Minicoyans are purely matrilocal and matr-ilineal 
The head of the family is usually the eldest woman 
of the household. Female dominance is unmistakably 
evident almo,t in ewry sphere of Minicoyan's life. 
Alth,·ugh Minlcoyans .lre all Mu)lims, monogamy is 
however, the rule in this P:1ft of the district. Marriage 
usually takes plal'e after the courtship where the 
conseilt of both the parties are more important than 
their elder::., Marnage usually takes place within the 
same glllUp, howewr, intergroup marriages are not 
rarc. U ,udllj, the chi Idren of such intercaste marriage 
get the status of the parents belonging to the higher 
caste. 

51. As 5tated earlier, in Minicoy after the marri
age, husba nd !>hifts to the residence of his wife and 
becomes fuJI-fledgec member of the wife's household. 
Inheritance is through th,e female line. The Mjnicoyans 
are divided into nine Athiris. 1ach Athiri has a 
comm011 village ho-,l ,e and a common benefit fund. 
Men, women and children of each AtMri have 
separate as~ociations of their own. Athiri assembly 
is called Bomedu, consisting of the ~ntire male popu
lation belongint;: to Thakru and Raveri classes. The 
assembly for men is known as Phiriheng Bomedu, and 
for famale as Anghang Bomedu. The traditional 
dres,> of women is known as Libus which is a long 
garment made of red cloth with black strips. The 
under-garment is either blue or green. The head dress 
con~ists of a black piece of cloth with white or- red 
boardtrs commonly known as Phatugan. 

52 The women of the caste-groups viz. Manikfans. 
Thakrufans, Thakru a:ld Ravery are known by the 
names of Manikka, Bifan, Bibi, and Kambilu 
respectively. In Minicoy, women enjoy equal right and 
status with their male counterparts. They have consi
derable freedom III personal and matrimonial matters· 
Folk dances and folk song. are quite common among 
the Minicoyans. The folk songs and dances usually 
depict joys and sorrows of the people. The theme 
usually veers arou'ld love, chivalry, sacrifice, prayer, 
etc. The common folk dances are Lava and Beru. 
The Lava dance is m,)st popular dnd usually perform
ed by the male folk of lowest caste namely Raveri. 
There are special costumes and head gears fr r the 
purpo~e Buru is another form of Lava and is per
formed by the male folk belonging to the Thakru 
caste. Beru dance is usually performed during three 
days of Id-UI-Fitre and four days during Id-Uz-Zuha. 
Dancing programme for each day has definite schedule. 



Children groups perform the first rart. followed by 
the youths and ultimately hy the elders This dance is 
followed by singing of the female folk accompanied 
by beating ofdrum~. Another dance which deserves 
mention is Thara. 

53. The social set-up of other islands in the 
district are more or less similar. Here too, the caste 
like structure is prevalent with land owning Koya at 
the top followed by the boat plying Malmies and 
the Melacheries. The last group is engaged in coconut 
plucking and fishing. The people in this group of 
islands still follows c!!rtain taboos and restriction for 
the purpose of maintaining the clas3 distinctions. 
Among these people, the duo local and matrilineal 
customs are prevalent. Female freedom is not much 
evident here. Among the autochthones in this group 
of islands, the husb.md is only a visiting member to 
the wife's house, and does not reside permanently as is 
evident among (he Minicoyans. Polygamy is a very 
comm6n feature among them. 

54. They have also traditional ~ongs and dances. 
Most common of these are Kolka1i and Parichakali. 
The former is a group dance which men perform 
to the rhythm of music and beating of sticks while the 
latter is performed by male dancers with wooden 
sword and shield in hand. Both the dances have similar 
type of costumes The songs associated with these 
dances relate to Islamic religion, love affair, adventure 
etc .. in the main. Because of the isolated unique loca
tion of these islands, the inhabitants of the whole 
district have closely knitted entity governed by strict 
social sanction. The system of common contribution 
in cash or kind for meeting the expenses of marriage and 
death ceremony is still followed among the indigenous 
people of the district. There are still community feasts, 
community fishing and annual and periodical congrega~ 
tions among these people. However, these practices 
are more pronounced among the Minicoyans. 

55. The staple food of the autochthones of the 
district is rice. fhey take three meals a day. Coconut 
oil is prepared in each hou~ehold and coconut is 
added in all the preparations. Fish is the main protein 
supplying food item in their menu. 

56. Male folk generally wears LUII1(i-a 

rt:ctangular piece of cloth, the ends of which are 
stitched while the female fo~k wears a rectangular 
piece of cloth known as Katchi around the waist, 
but unlike Lungi it is not stitched. This piece of 
cloth is either black or white in colour. The women 
cover their upper part of the body with a jacket like 

9 

garment. Thattam is the he]d-gear for the women 
which covers the head and the shoulder. Both men 
and w"men put a ~ilken thread around their waist. The 
furniture and interior dec()r~.tions are rather simple 
in Laccadive an.d Amindlvi groups of islands which 
are,however, quite sophisticakd among the Minicoyans. 

XII. MAJOR ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

AND PEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 
DISTRICT 

Land and Land use pattern 

57. The land system in Lakshadweep at the out
set was followed more or less on the same pattern as 
prevalent in the Malabar co 1st. There were no records 
of rights or basic records showing th'o: detail~ of 
lands held by individual in the islands. There was 
'tho no system of land reve,me in any of these islands. 
When the islands wer.: brought un jer the British Rule, 
then the Administration converted the unoccu
pied land into the Government lands and rcgularised 
the system of granting lease to the islanders. The 
land in the district may, there L,re be broadly divided 
into two groups viz. Priavte lands (Jenmam) and 
Government lands (Pandaram). The ownership of the 
land ve~ted with the private individuals called 
Jenmam. They are not required to pay land 
revenue or other kind 0 f taxes for their holdings. 
Whereas, land belonging to Governmcnt (Pandram) 
could be taken on lease (CowIe) again"t p1yment of 
token taxes. The latter sy'tem resulted in the establish
ment of the ownership right by the lessee a nd their sub
lessee in due course of time, although it did not con
template in the tenancy right. There is another form 
of tenancy, Nadappu prevalent in som,~ of the parts 
of this. district. In Laccadiw group of islands a kind of 
register known as Paimash is maintained, which shows 
the number of coconut trees held by an individual 
in Government land (Pal1darvm) and the amount of 
tax paid by him to the Government. Similarly, in 
Amini group of islcmds there is a kind of register 
main I ained whIch !.hows the de tails of coco nut trees 
and the record of the owners In the past, wealth was 
estimated in terms of coconut trees and houses pos"se~ 

~sed by a person and th~ people were form~riy not 
conscious or particular about their rights over the 
land. The growth of the population and consequent 
pressure of Ltnd coupled with rapid socio-economic 
changes made people land conscious. Consequently, 
several land disputes and suits arose in the islands. 
For the purpose of decidIng the rightful ownership and 
to solve disputes arising Out of it, certain regulations 
have been enacted in the district, such as (i) Laccadive, 



Minicoy and Amindivi Survey and Boundaries Regula. 
tion, 1959 (ii) land Ravenue anJ Tenancy Regulation, 
1965, (iii) laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi islands 
Protection of Scheduled Tribes Regulation, 1965 
which empower the Administration to confer occupancy 
right of Cowledars who are in occupation of the 
Gov~rnment lands. 

58. In order to maintain basic land records and 
records of tnt: ownership right the demarcation work 
of individual holdings and mear.urement of fields were 
completed through cadestral survey in all the islands 
in 1968. The first stage of settlement work was ;..lso 
completed in all the islands. The Government land in 
Minicoy (Pandaram land) is divided among 117 indivi
dual families and nine Athiris managed by the 
Moopans. The annual receipt from the tree tax in 
the Laccadive group of islands is about Rs. 70,000 
(tax @ Rs. 0.40 per yielding coconut). 

Agriculture 

59. The entire cultivahle area of the district 
is thickly planted with coconut trees. The production 
of coconut and export of copra form the nucleus of 
the islands economy. The chief occupations of male 
population are coconut growing, copra making and 
fishing, whereas coir twisting is mainly done by the 
women folk. According to the 1981 Census there is no 
cultivators or agricultural labourers in the district, since 
the persons engaged in coconut growing do not come 
under this category. Export of copra is the main 
source of income of the islands. 

60. The agricultural demonstration units were 
set up in the islands by the middle of the Second Five 
Year Plan. These units have succeeded in educating 
the people about the possibility of cultivating vegeta
bles and fruit plants as intercrops in coconut gardens. 
Vegetables like chilli, tomato, drumstick, sweet potato, 
etc. and fruits like banana, pappaya, gauva, sapota, etc. 
are now cultivated in the coconut gardens as intercrops. 
Paddy is not cultivated in the district. Scientific 
methods of growing coconut have b..:en introduced 
in the islands recently. Therefore, the yield has also 
increased considerably. 

61. The production of coconut during 1980 .. 81 
is 218 lakhs nuts which in terms of copra is more 
than 192 M.T.The Lakshadweep copra is superior in 
quality and graded equivalent to the "rag pur" type. 
Agricultural service credit co-operative societies 
provide medium term loans to farmers for agricultural 

production. In about ten hectares of land at Andrott 
and Kalpeni sugarcane cultivation is done. As a result, 
the Agricultural Department has started Jaggery mak
ing. The value of agricultural produce marketed is 
recorded to be Rs. 129 lakhs during 1980 and 149 
during 1981. 

Electricity and Power 

62. The power supply in the islands is made 
available by means of small diesel generating ,sets. All 
the inhabited islands, excepting Bitra, have been 
electrified. Twe:lty-four hours power supply have been 
provided at Kavaratti and Minicoy. The Sixth Five 
Year Plan (1978-'83) envisages the augmentation of 
generating capacity and distribution system to meet 
the growing demand and to maintain round the clock 
supply in other islands stage by stage. 8itra, the 
smallest island, will b~ electrified during the Sixth 
Five Year Plan9 . 

63. At the cad of 1980-'81 total ,installed 
capacity of the nine power houses in this Union 
Territtory was 1,<)59 kw. There were about 5;092 nos. 
service co nnections and 31 industrial connections and 
1,375 street light connections during 1980-'81. 

Animal Husbandry 

64. Island economy has not received"much contri
bution from cattle and pOUltry. The soil of the island 
is sa'ldy. The absence of pasture grounds and fodder 
has made cattle rearing quite expensive in the islands. 

65. Animal husbandry activities uclder- the 
Lakshadweep Administration started in 1957. Earlier, 
there was no separate department and the Agricultural 
Department was maintaining a few bucks and also 
dhtributing birds to farmers. However, a nucleus of 
the Depanment of Animal Husbandry was established 
in 1964 with one small Dairy Demonstration Unit of 
five cows at Kavaratti doing extension services in the 
field. The result was encouraging and the \1epartment 
made rapid progress during the succeeding years. Now, 
it has got six Poultry Demonstration Units, one Dairy 
Demonstration Unit and five Veterinary Clinics stat ion~ 
ed in various islands doing extension wOlk. Besides, a 
Dairy Farm and a Regional Poultry Farm are function
in:; at Kavaratti to meet the requirement of the depart
mental demonstration units as well as the farmers enga~ 
ged in livestock production. The department is now 
focussing more on farmer oriented schemes under. 
which improved varieties of cows, birds and stud 
bucks are issued at subsidised rates. According to these 

!}. Electrified on 19th January, 1983. The installed capacity of the power house is 18 kw. 
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schemes, cows of improv\!d vdriety are bl!ing issued 
to farmers at 50% subsidy, insured for two years 
against death, injury or loss. Stud bucks of improved 
verrety are also issued to farmers at free of cost for 
main taining them a~ per the ins tructions of the depart· 
ment. For development of poultry, improved variety 
of birds are issued at 50% cost to the farmers for 
setting up smlll deep litter units or small backyard 
poultry units acc()rding to their interes ts. Fodder culti
vation has also been improved a lot to minimise the 
scarcity on account of this. The sale proceeds of eggs 
and milk amount to Rs. 2,47,569.79 during 1980 and 
Rs. 2,15,743.35 during 1981. 

Fishery 

66. The Lakshadweep waters is reported to be 
rich in its fisAery resources, a" stated in 'fauna' of 
the islands. Fishing is the major occupation of the 
people in the district next to the coconut plantation. 
Only during 1959 Lakshadweep Administration orga
nised Fisheries Department to give guidance to the 
inhabitants for tht' development of fisheries in the 
islands. The construction and introduction of mecha
nised boats, provision of workshop facilities, demon
stration and experiment.1! fishing, training of personnel, 
establisment of canning factory, ice plant and cold 
storage etc. are the main achievements made so far 
in this field. 

67 .. In order to improve mechanised fishing, 
boa ts at subsidised cost i. e. 25% on the cost of the hull 
and 100% on the CJst of the engine were supplied 
to the public at t he initial stage. Subsequently, the 
subsidy on the engine was reduced to 75%, 50% and 
33l% ill stages and 20% on the cost of hull. Besides, 
sudsidy is also given on the cost of diesel oil, at 15 
paise per litre and on the cost of fi~hing requisites. 
Workshop faciliti~s for the repair, maintenance and 
overhauling of marine Jle~el engines are now avail
abl~ ill all the islands. One boat building yard was 
started at Kavaratti in 1964. So far 92 boats of differ
ent sizes have been launched from this yard. Another 
boat bUilding yard wa~ set up in Chetlat island during 
1.975. Fifty-eight boats have been launched from this 
yard so far. One of the most important achievements 
in the field of fisherie'> is the extension of pole and 
line tuna fishing in the islands. A Fisherm1n Train
ing Centre for inrtoduction of mechanised fishing, 
training of local fishermen on improved methods of 
fi~hing. survey of fishing grounds etc. was started 
first in Minicoy in 1972 and tben shifted to Agatti 
and later to Kalpeni. This training is for a period 
of ten months for a batch of 20 persons who are 
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given stipend of Rs. 100/- pd month. A part froin this 
training programme, departmen tal and pc ivate candf'... 
dates are trained in variou, Central and State Fish~ 
eries Institutions on the m.li nland. The fish catch in 
1979 was recorded 3,846 tonnes which is found to be 
the maximum during the decade. Shark fishing has 
also become one of the prom ising and profitable 
fishing activities in northern islands. Sm0ked and 
dried fish popularly known as Ma, is also marketed 
from the islands. The ttlna cans produced in the 
Cannmg Factory, Minicoy established in the year 1969 
are expurted to mainland as well as abroad. The 
production of tuna C.ws during 1980-81 was recorded 
to be 34,g73. 

Industry 

68. The development of an economy is deter
mined by the progrel>s achievc:d in the field of indust
rialisation to a larger extent. Lakshadweep is one of 
the industl ially backward territories in the Indian 
Union. Since coconut and fishiflg are the mainstay 
of the peuple, development of hdustry has not recei
ved much attention in the privdte sector. There are 
a few small industrial units run by the 
Administration on an experimental basis, such as 
boat building, tuna canning, coir yarn spinning. 
fibre factory, bakeries, hosiery factory, vencgar and 
jaggery making, etc. Some of (he indus trie; like oil 
and flour mill, furniture making are aV.lilable under 
co-operative sector. 

69. The main ho .lsehold industry is coir twisting. 
The age old traditio:lal method of prod ucing thicker 
variety of coir yarn was in existence till 196') in the 
islands. The Industries Departmt:.>nt slowly introduced 
new technologies of prcducing thinner variety of cok 
yarn. ('o:r Demonstration-cum-Trairing Centres 
were established in three isl.tnd, during the year 
1974-75. Subsequently, the department could establish 
four more Coir Production-cum-Demonstration Centr
ell one each at Kadmat. Kilian, Amini and Andrott 
with a total labour strength of 67. The.,e cent,res 
also produce coir rope, coir mat etc. Two more coir 
training centres to impart training to women batch by. 
batch in the production of thinn.!f variety of cair 
have been started at Agatti and Chetlat islands in 
1979-80. The local IraineJ women at Amini joined 
together and formed a Coir Co-ope~ative Society 
in 1980. Encouraged by this one more such society 
has been established recently at Kalpeni. Coir 
instructors are being deputed to these societies by the 
Industries Department for improving the quality of 
coir produced in these centres. 



70. Two handicraft training centres established 
at Kavaratti and Kalpeni in 1973 and 1979 resp~ct
ively are continuing to impart training to ll.)cal candi
dates for self employment in making coral flowers, 
sea-shell toys, coconut shell craft, wood carving elC. 

71. The Govelllmcnt has taken active measures 
to induslrialise the territory by providing necessary 
facilities. Consequent on the encouragement given by 
the Administrdtion private individuals are coming 
forward to start small and cottage industries in 
Lakshadweep for self reliance and economic develop
ment of the islands 

Trade and Commerce 

. 72. The scope for expansion of service sector 
is ltmited since the island., are lying scattered in the 
Arabian Sea far away from the mainland. Further. there 
are restrictions to those who are not the inhll bitants 
of the islands to settle down or carry out business in 
the territory. 

73. In the islands wholesale as well as - retail 
trade is carried out by the co-ope(ative sector. Major 
part of the food and other materials are imp'Jrted 
from the nearest port Cochin/Calicut by ship services 
and supplied through Co-operative Societies .. Food 
articles such as rice, sugar, etc. and kerosene oil are 
supplied through the ration card system. Private 
retail trading in the terri tory, which is comparatively 
of rec~nt origin, is carried out in informal shops 
mostly attached to the houses Df shop keepers. The 
volume of trade in these retail shops is limited. 

Transport 

74. In Lakshadw-:ep there were no regular trans
port facilities between mainland and islands of the 
Union Territory till the late fifties. Earlier, odoms 
(country crafts) were the only means of communica
tion between the islands and mainland A ship was 
chartered for the first time for fair weather service in 
the year 1958-59. M. V. Laccadive~, a small fairweath
er passenger-cum-cargo ship owned by the Administra
tion with a capacity to carry 49 passengers and 40 tonnes 
of cargo commenced her voyage between islands and 
mainland in December, 19661°. A major break through 
in shipping came in 1970 with the introduction of an 

all·weather vesscrl M; V. Amindivi which can carry 
800 t.)nnes of cargo and 234passengers ll . The services 
of these two ships are found inadequate to cater the 
needs of the i.;landsI2• M. L. Bitra and boats are 
being used for. the purpose of in ter-island transport 
during fair season. 

75. The IraJltional means of transport (odamsand 
bandodles) are also us~d in the district for transport
ing of coit, copra and ma~13 from islands to main
land alld in returll other cargoes from mainland to 
island during fair season i. e. in the months of 
September to May. 

76. Kutcha roads are available in the islands, 
which 'ue nothing more than improvised footpaths 
run through the coconut groves. Main roads leadinl' 
from the embarkation jetty are heing concreted in all 
the major islands. Apart from one mini-bus, to cater 
the need, of the public in the headquarter island, 
Kavaratti, departme,lt:.d jeeps, car, tractors and power 
tillers owned by Lakshadweep Administration, for 
the u.e of Government departments, there is no 
mechanised transport system excepting a few private 
owned motor-cycles. scooters, power tillers and one 
car in the district. 

Education 

77. After the formation of these islands into.a 
Union Territory substantial progress has been achiev
ed in the field of education. In I '}56 there were only 
nine primary schools. The first high school was 
started ill Amini in 1961. But at present, there are 
9 Nursery Schools, 12 Balwadies, 18 Junior Basic 
Schools, 4 Senior Basic Schools, 8 High Schools and 
one Junior College in the district. Free mid-day meals 
are given to the students in Nursery, J. B. and S. B. 
schools. 

7'6. Education is free in the islands at all levels. 
Books and writing materials are also supp:ied to the 
students free of cost. Hostel facilities are provided to 
the students. Scholarship ~ Rs. 30/-Rs. 75/-is given to 
the students of High School/Junior college, respect
ively, who are not residing in hostels. Poket-money 
@ lot-is given to the students of the aboveclasse.s who 

10. This ship has now been converted to a cargo vessel with a capacity to carry 9 cabin passengers and 50 
tonnes c-f cargo with effect from September, \982. 

11. Now this ship can carry 242 pas<engers. 
12. The second all-weather ship M. V. Bharatseema purchased during November, 1981 started her voyage 

on 27th July, 1982. She can carry 380 passengers and 160 tonnes of cargo. 
D. Proce!>sed (boiled, smoked and dried) tuna fish. 
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stay in hostels. Tution fee and hostel charges of 
students who go for higher studies ar ~ met by the 
Administration. Typewriting course has been started 
in four of the High schools and Fisheries Technology 
course in two. 

Health and M~dical Services 

79. At the time of formation of this Union 
Territory in 19)6 there were only six dispensaries. At 
present, there are two Hospitals, seven Primary Health 
Centres, one First-Aid Centre and two Ayurvedic 
Dispensaries with a total bed strength of 120. A 
filaria control unit with its headquarter at Kavaratti 
has been functioning since 1976. Entomological and 
parasitological surveys are carried out by the unit. 
Spread of malaria and leprosy which were endemic 
in some islands has almost vanished from the district. 
There were three leprosy colonies in the district 
earlier, which hJ.ve now been abolished. TB is one of 
the major health problems in the islands. Mass BCG 
vaccination programme has been started to control 
this disease. 

80. Among the Union Territories in India, 
Lak>hadweep has been graded as number one for 
Maternal and Child Health Performance for the year 
1978- 79 by the Ministry of Health and Family WeI. 
fare. The entire inhabitants are Muslims. Therefore, 
there is some reluctance on their part to come forward 
freely to accept the Family Welfare Methods. However, 
the Admininistration is taking adequate steps to 
educate them on the needs for accepting the small 
family norm. The response from the public is found 
encouraging. 

Co-operation 

8 L The co-operative movement was officially 
introduced in L:lkshadweep early in the year 1962. Prior 
to 1962, famine conditions were rampant in all the 
islands, especially during the monsoon season, as the 
people were mainly depending on the odam 0\\ ners 
and private merchants for their requirements. The 
Co-operative Societies are now functioning in all the 
inhabited islands. There are 35 different types of 
societies spread over in all the islands catering to the 
various needs of people. Out of these 35 societies, 9 
are Supply and Marketing Societies which are affiliated 
to the Lakshadweep Co-operative Marketing Federa
tion. 

8.l. On 30th june, 1981 these societies were hav
ing 18,793 members \\jth a paid up share-capital of 
Rs. 6.19 Lakhs. During the year' 1980-'81 these socie
ties supplied consumer goods worth Rs. 1.66 crores. 
Marketing of copra, which is the main agricultural 
produce of Lakshadweep is being undertaken by the 
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societies from the year 1962-'63. These societies are 
marketing cent per cent of copra produced in Laksha
dweep. During the year 1980-'81 these societies market
ed1,391.9 M. T. of copra worth Rs. 145.531akhs. Apart 
from the distribution of consumer goods and marketing 
of copra, Supply and Marketing Societies at Kavaratti 
and Kalpeni are having their own oil mills for crush
ing copra. Thus, the 9 Supply and Marketing Societies 
and the Federation, which pldY a very vital role in the 
distribution and marketing system, are proposed to 
be furthe(strengthened for the speedy economic devel
opment of the people. They are distributing controll
ed commodities such as rice, kerosene, sugar, contro
lled cloth and cement at fixed rates and all other 
essentials under public distribution schemes. 

83. The Islanders being orthodox Muslims, they 
were rather reluctant to introduce the credit movement. 
On a survey it was found that many people are inde
bted and in the grips of local money lenders. In order 
to save the poor from the clutches of the money len
ders, a Service Co-operative Society commenced its 
work at Kalpeni on trail basis in 1968. At present, 
7 Service Co-operative Societies, one each in 7 islands 
and 2 Supply and Marketing Societies in other islands 
cover the entire population in the distribution of credit. 
These societies are issuing liberal short-term and 
medium-term loans for consumption as well as produ
ction purposes. As on June, 1981, the 7 Service Co
operative Societies were having 3,940 members with the 
paid-up share-capital of Rs. 5.77 lakhs. These societies 
issued consumption/production credits to the people 
to the ex.t('nt of Rs. 16.14 lakhs during the year 1980-
81. Loans outstanding from members as on 30th june, 
1981 amounted to Rs. 20.46 lakhs. 

84. In order to cater for the special needs of 
the Government employees six Co-operative Stores 
and Canteen are working in the district. They are 
engaged in the distribution of consumer goods and 
other special items required for its members. As on 
30th June, 1981 there were 1,648 members with a 
paid-up share-capital of Rs. 54,820. The consumer 
goods sold by these stores during the year 1980-'81 
worth Rs. 14.28 lakhs. 

85. Apart from the above important societies, 
there are five Labour Contract Co-operative Societies, 
four Industrial Co-operative Societies and three 
Fishermen Co-operative Societies. Out of this, the 
Amini island Coir Production-cum-Marketing Society 
was registered during the year 1979-'80. Thus, the 
Co-operative Organisations are endeavouring their 
best efforts to build up and revitalise the socio
economic structure of the islands. 



Banking 

86. The Syndicate Bank has taken the role of 
the lead bank for Lakshadweep. The Syndicate Bank 
has introduced several schemes of finances in the 
islands. The ent~epreneurs have started using banking 
facilities in these islands for establishment of cottage 
and small industries in their own places. The Govern
ment of India have extended the scheme of "Differen
tial Rates of Interest" to these islands, under which 
advances are given for various priority purposes and 
to self employed people at 4% interest. The Syndicate 
Bank has its branches at Kavaratti, Amini, Andrott, 
Minicoy and Agatti. 

Information and Publicity 

87. In order to acquaint public with the current 
developmental activities of the country, Information 
department was set up in 1974. At present, there are 
nine information units in different islands. Through 
documentaries and feature films they foster national 
integration, educational values and patriotism. Field 
campaigns on developmental activities, family wel
fare, rural development week, plan week etc. are also 
organised from time to time. Radio sets are very 
popular in Lakshadweep. There is no Radio Station in 
the territory. A special broadcasting facility through 
Calicut station of All India Radio for Dweepuka,k
kuvendi in Malayalam for 15 minutes and Mahl for 
30 minutes is now available. The Information depart
ment publishe, a fortnightly entitled 'Lakshadwcep' 
from Calicut. 14 During the second plan per:od 
Community Listening Centres were opened along with 
Youth Clubs. 

Other Activities 

88. There are five special types of Community 
Development Blocks in lakshadweep. They are known 
as (1) Amini Block comprising Amini and Kadmat, 
(2) Kiltan Block comprising the islands of Kiltan, 
Chetlat and 13itra, (3) Kavaratti Block comprising the 
islands of Kavaratti and Agatti, (4) Andrott Block 
comprising the islands of Andrott and Kalpcni aad 
(5) Minicoy Block comprising Minicoy only. Co
ordinated development, coverlllg the social, cultural 
and economic aspects of the community life with the 
active participation of the people has been emphasised 
in Block programmes. Technical expertise and funds 

are being channelled throug11 the Block set up. Agri
cultural implements, seeds and plant<;, fertilizers etc. 
are distributed at subsidised rate, through Ihis scheme 
under Agricultural department. Poultry, cattle feed 
etc. are also distributed at subsidised rates through 
this scheme under Animal Husbandry department. 

89. Financial assistance is given to the Mahila
samajams and Youth Clubs for construction of buil
dings. Materials are dist! ibuted for the construction 
of new draw-wells and for repairing the old and 
dilapidated wells, at subsidised rates. 

90. For raising the dietary standards of the 
vulnerable sections of the society, a special nutrition 
programme is being implemented in all the islands. 
At present, there are 7,583 children under this pro
gramme as on 31 st March, 1981. 

9J. A Meteorological Observatory was establi
shed in 1891 in Minicoy for observation. of growth 
and intensity of storms in the south-east Arabian sea· 
Another pilot baloon observatory with self recording 
instrument is functioning at Amini island and Class II 
observatories ill Andrott and Agatti islands 

92. An Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
Complex was established at M inicoy cluring 1975-'76. 
This unit runs under the guidance of Central Planta
tion Crops Research Institute, Kasargode. Multi
discipline cultural, manurial, inter-cropping, plant pro
tection research programmes etc. are being under 
taken by the unit. The Integrated Rural Development 
Project has commenced its programmes in the district 
recently. 

93. Kavaratti, the headquarter island of 
Lakshadweep is now connected to all parts of India 
through a satellite with the establishment of a Satellite 
Earth Station at Kavaratti on 15th November, 1980,15 
A teleprinter was also established for quick service of 
messages. With the estab'ishment of these two units, 
communication s'~rYices in the islands have improved 
to a great extent. 

94. The Indian National Institute of Oceano
graphy and Central Marine Fisheries Research Insti
tute conduct studie~ of oceanography and fisheries 
biology respectively in the district. One research 

14 A daily news paper entitled 'Lakshadweep Times' was first introduced in Kavaratti in English on 2nd October, 1982 
by the Informatiotl & Publicity Department under the Lakshadweep Administration. Now, the daily is published in 
both English and Malayalam in a cyclostyled form in all the islands except Minicoy and Bitra In Minicoy, it is 
published in English and Mahl. This daily has not been introduced in Bitra. 

15. The second earth station at Minico} was commissioned on 17th November, 1982 inaugurating radie-telephone link 
between Kavaratti and Minicoy. 
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station under the Central Marine Fish~ries Research 
Institute is functioning at Minicoy. Lighthouses have 
been constructed in Minicoy, Kiltan, Suheli, Kalpeni 
and Andrott. Harbour department concentrates on 
improvement of harbour facilities, land reclamation 
and shore protection. 

The Five Year Plans in the District 

95. The islands could not derive the benefits 
under the Five Year Plan which was implemented 
before the formation of the Union Territory. By the 
time of constitution of these islands into a Union 
Territory in 1956, the First Five Year Plan period was 
over. Therefore, at the outset in the middle of second 
plan an integrated short term plan with an outlay of 
Rs. 73.85 lakhs was proposed. The actual expenditure, 
however, came to Rs. 40.29 lakhs only. Since then, the 
district, alongwith the rest of the country, enjoyed the 
fruits of the planned economic developmept. This will 
be evident from the overall progress of the district in 
almost all the fields of vital importance, such as Agri
culture, Education, Transport and Communication, 
Public Health etc. etc. 

96. During the Third Plan period an amount of 
Rs. 108.51 lakhs was spent against an outlay of 
Rs. 98.38 lakhs for accelerated development of this 
Union Terri tory. A sizeable portion of this amount was 
spent for the improvement of Transport and Commu
nication, to promote co-operative momentum and 
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development of Agriculture, Fisheries and Education. 
The approved outlay for the three Annual Plans 1966-
'69 was Rs. 156.14 lakhs. But, the actual expenditure 
during the period 1966-'69 was only Rs. 116.87 lakhs. 

97. The Fourth Plan outlay was to the tune of 
Rs. 200 lakhs. Major schemes of Harbour Works, 
Navigational facilities etc. with an allotment of 
Rs. 100 lakhs were formulated separately. During the 
plan period special emphasis was given for the 
development of Education and Fisheries. The total 
expenditure during this Plan was Rs. 189.72 lakhs, 
which was 94.69% of the approved ou tlay. 

98. The approved outlay for the Fifth Plan was 
Rs. 622.73 lakhs. The major portion of the outlay 
was earmarked for the planned development of im_ 
portant sectors in the Fisheries, Education, Power, 
Homing, Health and Co-·operation. When the Fifth 
Plan was ended in 1977-'78, the expenditure was 
Rs. 380.93 lakhs. Though a Sixth Plan (1978-'83) was 
formulated, it could not be completed as was origi
nally planned. Subsequently, the period 1978-'80 was 
declared as Holiday Plans. The approved outlay dur
ing 1978-'80 was Rs. 543.64 lakhs against which the 
Administration could spend Rs. 307.50 lakhs. An out
lay of Rs. 20.35 crores has been approved by the 
Planning Commission for the Sixth" Five Year Plan. 
The current year plan size is Rs. 9.37 crores. The 
approved outlay and expenditure for the last Five 
Year Plans and Annual Plans are given below: 
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XIII. PLACES OF RELJGIOUS, HISTORICAL 

AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE 

99. There is a tomb of Ahammed Oliyulla 
(Pallikaynho) at Kalpeni. This tomb was constructed 
200 years back in front of Mohiyiddeen PaUL It is 
believed that even sand from the Makbara is used as 
medicine for eye diseases and stomach-ache. Andunercha 
is conducted in every year in the month of Safar. 
Another tomb in Kelpcni is the tomb of Chana-ka-koja 
which is more than 120 years old. This is in 
Ponnempalli. St. Chana-ka-koja had come to Andrott 
from Madeena for spreading Islam. It is told that 
on hearing continuous unusual noise of hens and 
cocks, people came in search and found the dead body 
of St. Chana-ka-koja. It was buried there and later a 
tomb was constructed. The other tomb in KaJpeni was 
built 200 years back in memory of KalpeniKayinho, 
the son of Aboosali. This tomb is at Ujra Mosque. 
Nercha is being conducted here. There is also an old 
tomb of Koyakuttioliyulla of 450 years old at Puthiya
palli in Kalpeni island. Nercha is conducted here also. 
Offerings are given by persons relating to other 
religions. 

100. The tomb of Saint Ubaidulla (R. A) in 
Andrott island was built 300 years ago. The dead 
body of Saint UbaiduJla was buried here. Nerchas 
from all islands and mainland are received here. 
According to legend Saint Ubaidulla first dappear
ed at Ka"dathikunnu ofAndrutt and preached the faith 
of Islam. Later, he converted the entire inhabitants 
of Lakshadweep into Muslim in the 13th century. 
There is also a tomb of Saint Syed Mohammed 
Jalaludeen Bukari (Jppakayinho) of 100 years old in 
Andrott, where the dead body of Saint Syed 
Mohammed Bukari was buried. Nerchas from various 
islands and mainland are received here. 

101. In Kavaratti island there is a tomb of Sayed 
Mohammed Quas~im of about 300 years old. The tomb 
is constucted in front of Ujra Mosque which is about 
1 K. m. from Katchery Jetty. The Saint Sayed Moham
med Quassim came from Angole in South Kanara Dis
trict of erstwhile Mysore state and preached Rifaii order 
for the first time in Lakshadweep. He also supervised 
the construction of famous Ujra Mosque in Kavaratti. 
The Mosque is famous for its wood carving. It is 
believed that the ideas of making various design of 
carvings were got from flower grown in front of the 
Mosque. Id--U I-Zuha and Jd-UI-Fitr are celebrated 
at Ujra Mosque Annual death celebrations of Rifai 
Shaik and Sayed Mohammed Quassim are conducted 
every year at Ujra Mosque. Offerings are received 

here from all ovel the islands and even from the 
mainland. There is a tomb at Sul1eli (Cheriyakara). 
an uninhabited island near Kavaratti. It is the tomb 
of the son of Sayed Aboobackar Seedi Oliyulla. The 

, religious Andunercha being conducted on Rajab 28 at 
Marakkar Mosque, Kavaratti is also in memory of 
this Saint. 
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1 ()2. In Minicoy island there is an old lighthouse 
constructed in the year 1885 during the British period. 
It has 167 feet height and having 1,68,000 candle 
power. This is one of the important lighthouses in 
Asia for international routes. 

XIV. PLACES OF TOURIST INTEREST 

103. The coral islands covered entirely by coconut 
trees, with lake like lagoons, girded by the diamond 
surf formed by surging waves striking the reef, in the 
midst of the deep blue waters of the Arabian sea are 
worth seeing. Swimming or rowing in the lagoon, 
fishinp in the deep sea, viewing the underwater coral 
world in a glass bottom boat, or visiting an uninhabited 
island never is there a moment which is not thrilling 
or memorable. The natural scenic beauty of the 
islands with Ihe crystal c1eH lagoons now attracts 
Indian as well as for.;:ign tourists. The Bangaram 
island. one of the finest tourist spots in India, with 
its idyllic palm grove back drop and the smooth sands 
caressed by the rippling waves of the multicoloured 
sea, is slowly developing into a tourist resort of 
internatil'nal fame. At Kavaratti, the headquarters of 
the islands, the Mosques are archi tectuarally superior 
to those found in other islands. The Ujra Mosque 
with its intricate carvings in wood is a fine specimen 
of craftsmanship. The Pitti island known as Birds 
island is a small reef with sand bank at its southern 
end without even a blade of grass or any other 
vegetation. This small island with an area of 1.21 
hectares is a breeding ground of thousands of birds 
belonging to the tern group. There are no nests or 
any materials out of which nests could have been 
made. But, the parent birds lay eggs and hatch their 
eggs on the bare sand. An excursion to this unique 
bird sanctuary with its thousands of noddies and 
terns is an unforgetable experience. The island 
of Kadmat has a beautiful vast lagoon ideal for 
swimming. Minicoy is unique in many ways; its spick 
and span village houses with characteristic furniture, 
its language Mahl, its colourful lava dance, beautiful 
race-boats and th~ historic lighthouse. The light
house in Minicoy was cons [ructed in 1885 during 
British peroid. It has 167 feet height and has 
1,68,0:>0 candle power, The enchanting island of 



Kalpeni with its attached islets of Cheriyakara 
and Tilakkam is worth seeing. 

104 In Bangaram there are seven tourist 
cottages. In 1974-'75, ',664 foreign tourists and 279 
Indian tourists visited for a d:ty under a programme 
of 'Luxury Sea Cruise'. In 197'-'76, seventyfour 
Italian tourists visited and stayed there for ten days 
at a time. During th·~ tourist s:oason 551, 103 and 265 
foreign tourists visited Ba ngaram in 1976- '77, 1977-'78 
and 1978-'79 respectively. The Lakshadweep Admini
stration has intiated action in order to develop internal 
and international tourism, so as to boost the islands 
economy to a great extenL16 

XV BRIEF GAZETTEER OF ISLANDS IN THE 
DISTRICT17 

Agatti (10 0 -51' north latitude and 7ZO-11' east 
longitude) 

105. Agatti is the western most island in the 
district. It has an area of 2.7 Sq. Kms. with 7,576 
metres length and 568 metres breadth. The population 
of this island is 4, III. Human habitation is confined 
in the northern part of the island The western side 
of tbe island is enclosed by a beautiful lagoon, where 
various types of corals and multicoloured fishes are 
found in abundance. The climate of the island is hot 
as compared to other islands of this group. As in 
other islands fishing and coconut plantations are the 
main source of livelihood of the people. It is one of 
the islands, where wahabi cult of Islamic religio:l is 
followed. 

Amini (11 0 -07' north latitude and 72°-44' east 
longitude) 

106. The area of the island is 2.6 Sq. Kms. and 
1 he population is 5,367. The name of the island must 
have been derived from the Arabic word "Amin" 
meaning faithful. fhe island has a length of 2,892 
metres from end to end and a width of 1,250 metres at 
its broadest point. The island is oblong shaped, and 
almost fills the entilering reef, leaving only a very 
shallow and narrow lagoon all around. There is for
mation of coral sand stone on the eastern and western 
beaches, which is cut and used for building houses by 
the local population. The climate conditions are the 
same as those in the Malahar Cost of Kerala. Amini 

is the tahsil headquarter of this group of islands, 
namely Kadmat, Kiltan, Chetlat and Bitra. There are 
talented craftsmen in this island, who can make 
beautiful walking sticks with tortoise shells and co
conut shells. The island is famous for the stone 
engravers who C'lrve beautiful flower patterns on hard 
coral stones. The people have a rich tradition of folk 
songs. The boat song~ peculiar to Amindivi group, 
attains its highest form in this island. 

Andrott (10"-49' north latitude and 73°-41' east 
longitude) 

107. Andrott is the largest island with an area 
of 4.8 Sq. Kms. and a population of 6,812. It has 
4,656 metres length and 1,430 metres breadth. Andrott 
lies east-west and it is 119 Kms. away from the head
quarter island Ka\aratti and 293 Kms. away from 
Cochin. This is the only island which is practically 
devoid of any lagoon. This island is thickly planted 
with coconut trees which) ield the finest nuts available 
in the district. According to the tradition, this is the 
first island to embrace Islam religion. It is said tbat 
Arab Apostle called Ubaidulla (who is responsible for 
the conversion of the entire inhabitants of this district 
to Islam) died here. His tomb is found at the Juma 
Mosque of the island. 

Bangaram (l00-56' north latitutde 72°-17' east 
longitude) 

108. Bangaram island with its idydllic palmgrove 
back drop lies north of Kavaratti. It is one of the 
finest tourist spots in India. This is ~n uninhabited 
island which lies about 8 Kms. north of Agatti. To its 
east, about 2.5 Kilometres away is Tinnakara. And 
further east is Parali connected by a sand bank during 
the dry season. The island has a very large and 
beautiful lagoon. The lagoon is very deep here. The 
island IS a favourite fi~hing and turtile hunting ground 
of the Agatti people. There is a semi-circular bay in 
the eastern point of the island which serves as a 
national SWimming pool. 

Bitra (IF-36' north latitude and 72u-IOI east longi
tude) 

109. It is tho! smallest inhabi ted island in the 
territory having a land area of 10.52 hectares and a 
population of 181 persons with 570 metres length and 

16 The Lakshadweep Society for the Promotion of Recreational Tourism and Sports (SPORTS), Kavaratti has been 
reg;stered as a Society under Societies Registration Act, 1960 as a body corporate for the promotion of recreational tourism 
and sports in Lakshadweep The first batch of tourists under this programme reacl:ed Kavaratti on 25th September, 1982. 
One luxury Ship 'M. V. Bharat Seema' with air-conl:litioned cabin class and economy class deck accomodation has been 
arranged for the tourists. 

17. District Gazetteer oflndia, Lakshadweep P P. 3.17-349. 
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274 metres width at its broadest point. It is situated 
farthest from Kavaratti in the north direction. Sir 
William Robinson recorded that until about the mid
dle of 19th century this island was the breeding ground 
for the sea birds and hunting ground for the people of 
other islands. It has a very large lagoon which 
abounds in with turtiles and numerous fishes. 

Chetlel (11 °-41' north latitutde 72°_43' east longitude) 

110. Chetlat if, 56 Kilometres north of Amini. 
Along the eastern side of ' the island there is a wide 
belt of ..:oral debris caused by storm, which broadens 
at the north and covers the whole southern end of the 
island. It has an arecl of 1.04 Sq. Kms. with 2,680 
metres length and 584 metres width at the broadest 
point. Chetlat was inhabited by Melacheries from 
Amini· It is the island which suffered most at the 
hands of Portuguese in the 16th century. The inhabi
tants are generally poor and eak out their subsistence 
from coir twisting and fishing. The island has a very 
interesting custom. The women folk usually gather on 
the beach during night and light bon fires to help to 
locate the island by the returning boats (carrying their 
male folk), which have gone for fishing in the deep 
sea. The island has a unique handicraft industry in 
the form of cap making from the tender coconut 
leaves, which are of great demand in the district. 
There are some old tombs found in this island. 

Kadm.lt (11°-13' latitude and 72°-47' longitude) 

Ill. I ( is situtated 10 Kilometres north of 
Amini and with 9,064 metres long and 550 metres 
wide at the broadest point. Besides a very large 
lagoon in the western side, it is also characterised by 
narrow lagoon in the eastern side. The main occu
pation of the people is coir twisting. Kadmat is 
famous for its stone used for building purposes. Some 
gold coins were found in 1948 which belonged to the 
Roman Emperors of the first and second century. It 
appears that the island used to be visited by for
eigners even before i Is colonisation. Systamatic 
habitation of the island, however, started in the 19th 
century. 

Kalpeni (10°-05' northlatilude and 73°-391 east longi
tude) 

112. Kalpeni is situated about 76 Kilometres 
due south of Andrott. The island alongwith the 
satellite islands of Koditha)a, Cheriyam, Tilakkam 
and Pitti lies in an extensive shallow lagoon It is one 
of the islands which was colonised quite early. Men
tion of this islan.d is found in the writings of the 
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Arabs. The Arab writers used to call this island as 
'Kolfain_i'. A peculiar feature of the island is the pre
sence of huge storm bank of coral debris along the 
eastern and south-eastern shore. This island is often' 
hit by cyclone. 

Kavaratti (10°-33' north latitude 72°-38' east ldngi
tude) 

113. Kavaratti, the headquarters of the district 
lies 404 kilometres away from Cochin. It has an area 
of 3.6 Sq. Kms, with a maximum length of 5,132 
metres and a breadth at the widest point of 1,516 
metres. 'J he population of this island is 6,604. There 
is a small lake at the north end and large lagoon in 
the western side. The lagoon is shallow and provides 
a beautiful pool for swimming. The inhabitants of 
the island are concentrated within a small area·. 
Houses are constructed in a cluster pattern. It being 
the seat of Administration, all the Government offices 
and most of the Government buildings are located in 
this island. In the earlier days the portion inhabited 
by the local people was separated by a boundary wall 
and no islander was allowed to go south of that wan 
without a valid pass from Bibi's Administration. The 
Ujra Mosque with its intricate carvings in wood (a fine 
specimen of craftsmanship) is located in this island:' 
The 'Jumath' mosque which has a large building and 
has the largest tank belonging to a Mosque in the 
district is also located in this island. 

Kiltan (II °_29' north latitude 73° east longitude) 

114. Kiltan is situtat€d 51 Kilometres north-east 
of Amini on the inter~ational trade route between 
Persian Gulf and Srilanka. It has an area of 1.6 Sq. 
Kms. and a population of 2,375 persons. This island 
is 3,362 kilometres long and 596 metres wide at the 
broadest point. On the northern and southern ends 
of the island there are high storm beaches. The island 
is fertile and thick Iy plan ted. The island is rich in 
traditional folk songs and folk dances. 

Minicoy (8°_17' north latitude 73°-04' east longitude). 

115. Minicoy is the southern most island in 
Lakshadweep. It is the second in area (4.4 Sq. Kms) 
and population (6,658 persons) among the i:>lanqs. 
This crescent shaped island has a length of 10,656 
metres from end to end and a width of 944 metres at 
the broadest point. It has a large and deep lagoon. 
There is a small uninhabi ted island south of Minicoy 
known as Viringili which is also known as small-pox 
island, since it was used by the people for isolating 
small-pox patients in the early days. A large number 



of inhabi tants of the working age are employed as 
seaman in ocean going vessels all over the world. The 
main characteristic of the island is its systamatically 
arranged villages known as Athiris. Each Athir; 
with a cluster of houses is headed by an elderly man 
called Moopan. The Moopan is elected by the general 
body of the village known as Bomedu (assembly). 
Traditionally he is vested with all the powers to 
manage the affairs of the village concerned. The 
Minicoyans are' divided into four classes Viz. 
Manikfan, Thakrufan, Thakru and Haveri. The houses 
are arranged on either side of the streets in a linear 
fashion. Interior of the house is kept spick and span. 
Every house has one or more swing coats 
made of wood, which are beautifully decorated 
and pointed in different colours. Boat modelling is 
the main handi craft seen in the island. The spoken 
language in this island is Mahl. Minicoy is the 
important tuna fishing centre in the distirct. There is a 
lighthouse in this island constructed during the year 
1885. 

Pitti (10°-47 'north latitude 72°-32' east longitude) 

116. Pitti lies 24 kilometres north-west of 
Kavaratti. It is a small reef with a tiny sand bank 
at its southern end without even a blade of grass or 
any other vegetation. This small island with an area 
of 1.21 hectare.i is the breeding ground of thous::ll1ds 
of birds belonging to tern group. The breeding season 
is between January to March. Flocks of these birds 

. can be seen chasing tuna shoals as far away as 15 to 
25 kilometres. This island is a bird sanctuary now. 

Suheli: ValiY.lkara (10°-08' north latitude 72°-18' east 
longitude) 

Suheli : Cheriyakara (10°-02' north latitude 72'-15' 
east lungitude) 

117. Suheli lies 47 kilometres south-west of 
Kavaratti. The two uninhabited islands, Valiyakara 
and Cheriyakara are enclosed by a lagoon. Since the 
lagoon provides an e>..cellant fishing, islanders from 
Kavaratti frequently visit this i'sland and occassionally. 
people from Agatti and Amini. 

VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

118. The village Directory furnishes informa
tion on the, 

(a) amenities in terms of education, medi
cal, power supply, drinking water, com
munication and postal and telegraph 
available within the villages. 
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(b) important staple food consumed by the 
majority of the population of the villages 
during the major period of the year. 

(C) land use pattern (irrigated land includes 
terraced cultivation) 

(d) nearest town to the villages and its dis
tance (in Kms.) 

(e) day or days of the market/hat if any 
held in the villages 

(f) place of religious, historical and archeo
logical in terest. 

Location Code 

119. The district Lakshadweep consists of 10 
inhabited and 17 un inhabited islands. The location 
code numbers of the islands aie provided from South 
to North. Each island is taken as the ultimate unit 
for the purpose of presentation of data in 1981 
Census. The rural islands are treated as villages and 
urban islands as census towns. Therefore, 7 inhabited 
and 17 uninhabited islands vis-a-vis villages from the 
rural part and 3 urban islands (towns) constitute the 
urban part of the district. The full location code of a 
village shown in the Village DirectC'fY consists of four 
elements. The first element represents the Union Terri
tory- code number, the second District number, the 
third Tahsil number and the fourth serial number of 
the Village in a tahsil. Because of the geographical 
isolation and administrative convenience the islands 
have been grouped into four and each group forms a 
tahsil. The Ii~t of islands under each such group in 
the district with location code numbers is given 
below:-

Name of 
Tahsil 

Minicoy 

Andrott 

LIST OF ISLANDS 

Name of 
Village 

2 

Minicoy 

Nature of 
habitation 

3 

Inhabited 

Location 
Code No. 

4 

30/1 /1 
(Treated as 

Census Town) 
Viringili Uninhabited 30/1/1/1 
Kalpeni Inhabited 30/1/2/1 
Cheriyam Uninhabited 30/1/2/2 
Kodithala Uninhabited 30fl/ 2/3 
Tilakkam (i) Uninhabited 30/1/2/4 
Tilakkam (ii) Uninhabited 30/1/2/5 
Tilakkam (iii) Un inha bi ted 30/1/2/6 
Pitti (i) Uninhabited 30/1 /2f7 
Pitti (ii) Uninhabited 30/1/2/8 
Andrott Inhabited 30/1/2/9 



1 2 3 4 

Kavaratti Agatti Inhabited 30/ 1/3/1 
Bangaram Uninhabited 30/1/3/2 
Tinnakara Uninhabited 30/1/3/3 
Parali (i) Uninhabited 30ji/3/4 
Parali (ii) Uninhabited 30/1/3/5 
Parali (iii) Uninhabited 30/1/3/6 
Kalpitti Uninhabited 30/1/317 
Kavaratti Inhabited 30/1/II 

(Treated as Census 
Town) 

Suheli 
Valiyakara Uninhabited 30/1/3/8 

Suheli 
Cheriyakara Uninhabited 30/1/3/9 

Pitti (Birds 
island) Uninhabited 30/1/3/10 

Amini Amini Inhabited 30/I/IlI 
(Treated as Census 

Town) 
Kadmat Inhabited 30/1/4/1 
Kilian Inhabited 30/1/4/2 
Chetlat Inhabited 30/1/4/3 
Bitra Inhabited 30/1/4/4 

120. The uninhabit('d island Viringili alone 
constitutes the rural part of Minicoy Tahsil, while 
Cheriyam, Kodithala, Tdakkam and its two attached 
islets and Pitti and its attached islet are the uninhabi
ted islands of Andrott tahsil. Bangaram, Tinnakara, 

Parali and its two attached islets, Kalpitti, Suheli, 
Valiyakara and Cheriyakara and Pitti (Birds island) 
are the uninhabited i:;lands in Kavaratti tahsil. Con-
sequent on the classificatic:1 of Kavaratti island as 
cencus town, Agatti and all the uninhabited islands 
in this group constitute the rural part of Kavaratti 
tahsil. The statement given below shows the number 
of inhabited ar:.d uninhabited rural islands and census 
-towns in the district and each tahsil. 

Table - 3 

NUMBER OF INHABITED AND UNINHABITED 
RURAL ISLANDS AND CENSUS TOWNS IN 

THE DISTRICT IT AHSIL 

No. of islands 
----------------

District/Tahsil Rural Urban 
---------

Uninhabited Inhabited 
----
Lakshadweep 17 7 3 

Minicoy 1 1 
Andrott 7 2 
Kavaratti 9 1 

Amini 4 

121. The islands are scattered ill the Arabian 
Sea 200 to 400 Kms. away from the Malabar coast 
and 10 to 400 Kms. from each other. - The distance 
between the islands and the islands from the mainland 
ports are shown in the sub-joined statement. 

Table - 4 

DIST ANCE BETWEE~ ISLANDS AND ISLANDS TO MAINLAND PO RTS 

(in kilometres) 
Cochin 

Mangalore 500 

Calicut 246 254 

Andrott 228 257 293 

Amini 107 320 287 407 

Kadmat 11 119 320 287 407 

Bitra 72 80 183 383 333 483 

Chetlat 56 54 6S 141 330 269 432 

KiItan 37 89 48 59 102 296 252 394 

Agatti III 104 80 72 61 157 383 363 459 

Kavaratti 57 lIS 126 124 76 65 119 346 352 404 

Suheli 54 81 169 176 167 126 115 165 389 404 446 

Kalpeni 141 124 178 176 206 228 159 150 87 263 361 287 

Minicoy 211 219 252 296 346 378 376 330 311 293 444 537 398 
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122. The ViJlage Directory data are presented 
separately for e~ch tahsil. The location codes present
ed in Village Directory are the same as stated above· 

Area 

123. The rural areas of the i~lands/tahsils/district 
in hectares are given in Col. 3 of the Village Directory 
statement. The area of the district of Lakshadweep as 
furnished by the Surveyor General of India is 
32 Sq. kms, whereas according to the Administration 
of this Union Territory, it is only 28.5 Sq. kms. The 
former area figure relates to the total geographical 
area. while thl.: latter denotes the land use area only 
and this accounts for the difference in these two sets 
of figures. The geographiecal area supplied by the 
Surveyor General, India is not available below 
district or by rural/urban break up. So far as urban 
area is concerned, the figures supplied by the 
Lakshadweep Administration are adopted. Hence, 
the area of the rural component of the Union Territory/ 
District is derived by subtracting the to tal urban area 
corrected U?to one ?lace of decimal from the 
geographical area supplied by the Surveyor General, 
India Therefore, the total area of the tahsils will 
not add up to th' a rea of the district. 

124. The folIowing table shows the distribution 
of islands (rural) by size in hectares. 

Table - 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF ISLANDS BY SIZE 

SI. No Size of island 
(in hectares) 

Number of island 
--~-- ~--------

"2 

1 50 or less 
2 51-100 
3 10'-150 
4 151-200 
5 201-250 
6 251-300 
7 301-350 
8 351-400 
9 40l-450 

10 451-~l)0 

3 

17 
1 
1 
1 

I 
~---.----
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Among the islands, Andrott is the largest island with 
an area of 484 hectares and is located np-arest to the 
mainland at a di\tance of 228 Kms. from Calicut. 
Bitra is th~ smallest inhabited island with an area 
of about 10 heclares. All the uninhabited islands have 
areas of less than 50 hectares, except Bangaram which 
has an area of about 58 hectares. 
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125. Total rural popUlation of each territorial 
unit is presented in column 4 of the Village Directory 
statement. The number of households is shown in 
bracket under the same column 

Educational am(:nities 

126. The educational facilities available in the 
islands have been shown by adopting the following 
abbreviations under column 5 of the statement. 

P - Primary or elementary school 

M - JUnior seccndary or middle school 

H - Matriculation or secondary 

AC - Adult literacy class/centre 

127. )chool5 upto class IV have been treated as 
Primary or Elementary schools. These include Nursery 
school, Balwadi and Junior Basic schools upto class V. 
Senior Basic schools or schools upto class VII' 
are treated as Junior Seconda ry or Middle school. 
Schools upto class X have been considered as 
Matriculation or Secondary schools. Composite schools 
like. Middle schools with Primary cl~_ssses have been 
included in the number of Primary and Middle schools 
respectively. The number of institutions have been 
shown in parenthesis against each. 

128. Educational Institutions have been provided 
in all the inhabited islands. In the field of education 
the period 1970-1980 shows alround progress which 
is evident from high literacy rates of the district. It 
is seen from the statemen' that each island (except 
Bitra, the population of which is only 181) is provided 
with at least one Primary and one Middle school. At 
present, there are 5 High Schools located in 5 villages. 
There is n0 institution in any village for higher 
education. There is only one Junior college in Kavaratti 
town for the entire Union Territory. The Administration 
provides facilities to the students to move from one 
island to other and also from island to mainland 
for higher educatiGn. There are 28 adult literacy 
classes/centres in the variollS rural islands. 

129. The data given in the statement relate to 
only the institutions run by the Lakshadweep 
Administration. In the educational field the role of 
traditional religious schools viz. Madrasas imparting 
edUCation through Arabic xp~dium also deserves special 
mention. Allhough these institutions, which are under 
private control. can not be equated on par with the 
modern educational institutions in the public sector, 
the exi,tence of the~e institutions in such a large 
number in these islands speak beyond doubt their 
importalll.:e in the context of community life in th" 
islands. The table given below shows the number of 
educational' institutions in the public sector and 
Madrasas in the private sector. -
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From the above table it is seen that there are 1.69 
educational institutions for every 1,000 population in 
the Union Territo ry as a who Ie under the public sector 
whereas this ratio is 2.04 in the ca<e of rural areas. 
In the private sector there are 1.22 Madrasas for 
1,000 population in the Union Territory, whereas it is 
1.43 in the rur d areas. The high proportion of 
educatioaal in i tituti!)ns in the islands has to be judged 
from 'the eOlltext 0: pxuliar geJgr.lphi~al location 
of these islands. 

Medical facilities 

130. The extent of medical facilities available 
in the villages (inhabited) have been shown by the 
abbreviations as given below: 

PHC - Primary Health Centre 

D - Dis ptnsary 

o - Others 

131. At present, there is one Primary Health 
Centre in each rural island except Bitra. In Bitra 
island, there is only one first-aid centre. There 
is one Ayurvedic Dispensary in Andrott. All 
these institutions are run by the Administration. There 
are no private hospitals, dispensaries or nursing homes 
in these villages The hospital population ratio works 
out to be 0.30 per 1,000 population in the Union 
Territory as a whole, whereas this ralio is 0.37 in the 
case of rural areas. 

VI. Drinking Water Supply 

132. The types of potable drinking water supply 
sources available within the village are indicated by 
codes as follows: 

W - Well water 

TK - Tank water 

HP - Hand pump 

133. Till date th~ draw-wells have been the main 
source of drinking water. Tank water is also used 
in the islands for drinking purpose. Tanks in the 

islands are small. The wells are shallow in nature and 
do not go far below the coral stratum. 1 n the low 
lying areas, the wells are still shallower. A few 
handpumps are found in ~ome islands. Tap water is 
provided in Dak Bungalow only. It has been pro
posed to start a Water Supply Investigation Scheme 16 

at Kadmat ben'fiting 365 adults and 205 children 
covering 86 h .. .lUses. There are no rivers, streams or 
canals in the district. Total number of wells in the 

16. Inaugurated on 23.3. 1983. 

district as per record is 4,083. The distribution of 
wells in the rural inhabited islands is as follows: 

Table-7 

DISTRIBUTION OF WELLS IN THE RURAL 
ISLANDS 

District(Island No. of wells 

Lakshadweep 2,298 

Kalpeni 400 

Andrott 733 

Agatti 210 
Kadmat 439 

KiItan 393 

Chetlat 113 

Bitra 10 

134. In Bitra Island drinking water is not 
available. Water available in wells is saltish. Hence 
drinking water is brought from the nearest island 
Chetlat by boats. Water is also taken from ships when 
they touch the island Bitra. It is proposed to install a 
solar still a~ Bitra as advised by the central Salt and 
Marilla Chemical Research Institute, Bhavanagar 17. If 
this technology is found feasible for establ ishing a plant 
for obtaining fresh water supply, it has been proposed 
to extend this facility to other islands. 

Post and Telegraphs faciilities 

135. The post and Telegraph facilities available 
in the islands are indicated by the codes given below: 

PO 

TO 

Post Office 

Telegraph Office 

Phone Telephone Connection 

All the inhabited islands are provided with Post Office 
facilities. Wirele~s stations to facilitate communications 
between island and mainland and among i<;lands are 
available in all the islands except Bitra. Although 
wireless station is not aVailable in Bitra, arrangements 
have been made to receiwand transmit the messages 
from that island through the wireless station located 
in the nearest island Chetlat Local telephone exchanges 
are functioning only in one rural i~l md, Andrott. Radio 
telephone service facilities are being extented to 
Androu island also, so that this island will be connected 
with mainland as well as other i,lands (Minicoy and 
Kavaratti towns) where these facilities are available. 

17. The Solar Still was inaugurated 0n 19th January. 1933. It has an installed clp,lcity 0: 2,000 litres per day. 
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Marketing facilities 

136. Marketing facilities arl! not available in the 
islands. The island produces are brought to the 
mainland (Mangalore/Calicut/Cochin) for marketillg 
and supplies are made through co-operative societies 
and limited number of private shops in the islands. 

C_ommunication facilities 

137. The islands are scattered in the Arabian 
Sea 10 to 400 Kms. away from each other and 200 to 
400 Kms. from the Malab if cost. The largest 
island has an area below 5 Sq. Kms. The maximum 
length from one end to other in respect of most of 
the islands is arotllld 5 Kms. Similarly, the maximum 
breadth at the broadest point is around 1 Km. Therefore, 
necessity for road service is not [elt much in the 
islands. There are a few departmental vehicles and 
no other public or private service in the islands. Since 
the islands are encircled with sea the main communi. 
cation in the islands is provided by country boats 
(Odams), mechanised boats and other motor vessels. 
There are three ships in the Union Territory, of which 
two are all-weather, connecting the islands and 
mainland. Motor launches and mechanised boats ply 
between the islands during fair season. 

Approach to Village 

138. The approach to village refers to the state 
of road etc. leading to the village. I n the case of 
islands navigable water way other than river or canal 
represented by 'NW' in the Village Directory 
statement is the only approach to village. During fair 
season, motor vessels as well as motor launches and 
mechanised boats as well as odams (country crafts) 
connect the islands he tween each other, whereaf> during 
monsoon motor vessels only connect the islands 
between each other and with mainland. The small 
ship M. V. Laccadives will be in service only during 
fair season. In the case of islands, ships are anchored 
outside the lagoon at a distance from the periphery 
of the islands where from boats carry men and 
materials to the island jetty. 

Nearest town and distance 

139. The name of the nearest town has been 
given in Col.I2 of the statement and the dis lance from 
the village to the town is given in bracket against it. 
The islands Minicoy, Kavaratti and Amini are the 
three new towns in Lakshadwee p. As far as Minicoy 
and Amini tahsils are concerned, the only town in 
the respective group of islands is the nearest one. In 

Andrott tahsil, Kavaratti town is nearer to Kalpeni 
and all other uninhabited islands at a distance of 
124 Kms. Whereas Amini town is nearer to Andrott 
island (107 Kms.). Similarly, in Kavaratti tahsil, 
Kavaratti town is nearer to Agatti (57 Kms.), Suheli 
Valiyakara and Cheriyakara (54 Kms.) and 
Kalpitti (57 Kms.), whereas Amini is more close to 
other islands in the group (54-55 Kms). 

Power Supply 

J 40. The column 13 of the statement indicates 
th~ release of electricity supply according to purpose. 

ED - Electricity for domestic purpose 

EO - Electricity for other purpose like industrial, 
commercial, etc. 

All the inhabited islands, except Bitra have been 
electrified. Bitra island is being electr ified 18 At present, 
supply for 24 hours is available in Minicoy and 
Kavaratti. 16 hours supply has been provided in 
villages Andrott and Amini. In Kadmat 10 hours 
supply is available, whereas in other islands only 
6 hours supply has been provided. The power houses 
in the electrified islands are equipped with generating 
sets run by high speed diesel The total installed 
capacity of Power Houses in the Union Territory is 
1959.4 Kw., but in the case of rural islands it is only 
632 ... Kw. Th~ table !!iven below shows the capacity 
of Power Houses and duration of supply in each 
island. 

Table - 8 

INSTALl,ED CAPACITY OF POWER HOUSES & 

DURATION OF SUPPLY IN EACH ISLAND 

SI. Name of island Installed Duration 
No. capacity in Kw. of supply 

2 3 4 

l. Minicoy 425.000 24 Hours. 

2. Kavaratti 779.000 24 
" 

3. Andrott 177.600 16 
" 

4. Agatti 114.000 6 
" 

<: KaJpeni 106.800 6 J. 
" 

6. Amini 123.000 16 
" 

7. Kadmat 114.000 10 
" 

8. Kiltan 60.000 6 
" 

9. Chetlat 60.000 6 
" 

18. A p;)w~r h)use with·pow.:r generatingequipments to prOVide supply in Bltra has been incllgurated on 19th January. 1983. 
The installed capacity is 18KW. 
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141. Nearly 60 % of the buildings, which are fit 
for electrification, have been given power connection. 
Electricity is costly in !the islands as the expenditure 
for generation of power per unit is very high. The rate 

charged per unit of power is 60 paise for domestic 
consumption and 40 paise for industrial use. The 
following statement gives the number of connection 
according to the type of use. 

Table - 9 

NUMBER OF POWER CONNECTION BY TYPE OF USE 

Electrification (No. of connections) 

Sl. No. Name of Village Domestic Indll~trial 

2 3 4 

I. Andrott 455 3 
.., Kalpeni 412 3 ... 
3. Agatti 436 3 

4. Kadmat 291 3 

5. Kiltan 218 

6. Chttlat 161 

Staple food 

142. Staple food of the village is given in Col. 

14 of the statement. Staple food of the district is rice. 

However, rice is not grown in these islands. The entire 

quantity of rice required for consumption is imported 

from the mainland. Parhoiled rice is preferred by the 
islanders. 

Availability of different amenities 

143. The table 10 given below shows the distri
bution of villages according to the availability of 
different amenities in each tahsil. 
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Commercial Agricultural Total Street _light 

5 6 7 8 
------~--~-~---------- ~---~---.-

53 511 190 

15 430 93 

25 464 92 

8 302 83 

25 244 83 

17 179 55 

From this statement it is seen that all the 

amenities except market/hat and approach by pucca 

road are available in all the islands other than Bitra. 

In Bitra, drinking water and power supply are not 

available which reduces the percentage of islands, 

where these amenities are available, to 85.71 in the 

district. 

144. The table 11 given below furnishes tbe pro

portion of rural population served by different 

amenities. 
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145. The subjoined table gives the distribution 
of villages not having certain amenities arranged by 
distance ranges from the places where these are 
available. 

Table - 12 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES NOT HAVING 

CERTAIN AMENITIES, ARRANGED BY 
DIST ANCE RANGES FROM THE PLACES 

WHERE THESE ARE AVA I LABLE 

Village not 
having the 
amenity of 

1. Education 

2. Medical 

3. Drinking 
water 

Number of Villages where the amenity is 
not available and available at a distance of -------.----.... _.-.-----------------------------_._--_._--_.---------.. _-------._------
-5kms. 5-10 kms. 10 -r kms. Total 

(Cols.2-4) 

2 3 4 5 

1 

2 

5. Market/Hat*-

6. Communica
tion * * 

3 4 5 

From the above table it is clear that there is no drink" 
ing water in one island. Drinking water is brought from 
the nearest island Chetlat. Chetlat is 56 Kms. away 
from Bitra island 

146. The following table gives the distribution 
of villages according to the distance from the nearest 

town and availability of different amenities. From 

the table it will be seen that there is only one island 

(i. e. Kadmat) lying at a distance (6-15) Kms. from 

the nearest town. This island is having all the ameni

ties as available in the nearest town. All other islands 
are at a distance more than 51 Kms., of which one 

island has no drinking water and power supply. The 

subjoined table gives the distribution of villages 

4. P&T according to population range and amenities available. 

• Not available in the Union Territory. 
* * Navigable waterway other than river or canal. 
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147. From the above table it will be seen that 
there is one island each in the population range of 
L. 499, 500-1,999 and 5,000 T. FOllr islands are in the 
range 2,000-4.999. Except malketjhat facilities 
and approach by pucca road, all the amenities are 
available in the islands of population range other than 
L 499. 

Land Utilisation 

148. The columns 15-19 of the statement give 
the data on land utilisa tion in the Union Territory 
under the following five categories respectively. 

1. Forest 
2. Irrigated by source 
3. Unirrigated land 
4. Culturable waste (including gaucher and 

groves) 

5. Area not available for cultivation 

Forest Area 

149. There is no such land in the district. 

Irrigated Area 

150. The total irrigated area of the rural part 
of the district works out to be 17.40 hectare~. General)y, 
in Lakshadweep usual irrigation facilities as such do 
not exist. This is due to the reason that there are no 
rivers, canals or the like in these islands. The small 
area reported as irrigated actually relates to area under 
coconut nurseries and vegetable prdens. Wells and 
tanks are utilised for watering in the islands. 

Unirrigated Area 

151. Out of the total area available for cultiva
tion, 1,286.70 hectares of land are un irrigated. These 

lands are put to growing of coconut trees in this 
district. 

Culturable Waste 

152. This includes all islands available for 
cultivation whether not taken up for cultivation or 
taken up for cultivation once, but not cultivated 
during the five years or more in succession. Such lands 
may be either fallow or covered with shrubs and 
jungles which are not put to any use. These lands are 
used for the purpose of pasture and grazing. and 
therefore can tent miscellaneous flora, such as groves, 
bushes etc. They do not however include the forest. 
As far as this district is concerned, there is no cultura
ble waste in the islands. 

Area not available for cultivation 

153. This covers bnds not available for cult va
tion such as barren, un..:ulturable and land put to 
non-agricultural use. Barren and unculturable lands 
include all lands which cannot be brought under 
cultivation unless a lot of expenditure is incurred for 
their reclamation. Land put to non-agricultural use stan
ds for all lands occupied by buildings, roads and rail
ways or under water e. g. rivers and canals and other 
lands put to uses other than agricultural. Further, this 
includes not only the area not available for cultivation 
reported by the holders of land but the area held by 
the institutions such as Wakf, Madrassas, Co-operative 
bodies and by the Government. 

154. The table given below shows the distribution 
of villages according to land use. 

Table - 15 

SI. Name of 
No. Tahsil 

2 

1. Minicoy§ 

2. AndroU 

3. Kavaratti 

4. Amini 

Total District 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES ACCORDING TO LAND USE 

Number of Total 
Villages area 

3 4 

1 1.52 

9 762.69 

10 441.81 

4 589.63 

24 l,795.65t 

Percentage of 
cultivable area 
to total area 

. 5 

N.A. 

81.30 

71.l2tt 

62.72 

72.63 

Percentage of irriga
ted area to total 
cultivable area 

6 

N.A. 

2.81 

1.33 

There is only one uninhabited island in the rural part of Minicoy Tahsil. l.and use area of this island has been clubbed 
with Minicoy island. Hence, separate area is not available. 

t The total rural area (21 4 Sq. Kl1'ls.) of the distrit.:t is derived by deducting the total area of tl'wns furnished by the 
laks~adweep Administration corre~ted uplO <?ne place o~ decimal rr,om the geographical area (32 Sq. Kms, of the district 
supplied by Surveyor General, IndIa. Accordmg to the fIgures furmshed by the Lakshadweep Administration the rural area 
of the district is 1,795.65 hectares. 

'tt Excluding the land use areas of uninhabited islands Suheli Valiyakara, Suheli Cheriyakara and Pitti (Birds island). 
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155. It is to be noted from the above statement 
that 72.63 per cen t of the total land are cultivable 
area. These lands are put to growing of coconut trees 
in this district. Cultivable area is more in Andrott 
tahsil compared to other places. 

156. The tot tl irrigated area in the district works 
out to be 1.33 per cent. This figure includes area in 
respect of agricultural demonstratioi1 farms also. It is, 
thus evident that irrigation is not usual in the islands 
because of the absence of rivers or canals. Irrigation 
has to be done from well only which is not practicable 
due to obvious reasons. 

Remarks including any place of religious, historical 
or archaeological interest. 

157. Column 20 of the stat ~ment shows places 
of religious, historical and archaeological interest. 
This column also furnishes number of motor cycles/ 
scooters, cars/jeeps and tractors available in the 
village by the abbreviations. 

M - Motor cycles/scooters available in the 
village. 

C - Cars/jeeps available in the village. 

T - Tractors available in the village. 

XVII. TOWN DIRECTORY 

158. The Town Directory statements give data 
for each town in the district on the status of the towns 
and its growth history, physical aspects and location, 
latest municipal finance, civic and other amenities, 
medical, educational, recreational and cultural faci
lities. 

Census Town 

159. The criteria for classifying a place as census 
town for the 1981 Census have been spelt out earlier. 

160. Lakshadweep is a single district Union 
Territory. As far as this Union Territory is concerned, 

there are only 3 towns and no cities or urban agglo
merations in the territory. Till 1971 the entire area of 
the Union Territory was treated as rural. For the first 
time in 1981 three islands viz. Minicoy, Kavaratti and 
Amini were declared as Census Towns (Class V-Non
Municipal towns). The peculiarity of this Union 
Territory is that, in the case of three islands, the 
entire units (islands) are treated as urban, thereby 
causing no area adjustmen t whatsoever and total shift 
from rural to urban population. Each urban island is 
treated as smgle ward town and is taken as the ulti
mate unit for the purpose of presentation of data. 

161. The Town Directory is presented in the 
form of statements (I to VI) and each statement has 
been briefly explained. 

Statement· I 

162. The statement provides data on area, 
population, density, sex-ratio, status and growth 
history of towns in the district. Column I of the state
ment shows the seriaillumber of towns and column 2 
indicates the class, name and civic administration 
status of town. Column 3 of the statern,ent shows the 
location code number of town which consists of Union 
Territory/district/town codes respectively. Column 4 
shows the name of tahsil/island headquarters of the 
town. The only town located in each tahsil represents 
the tahsil headquarter i.e. the headquarter island of 
the respective group of islands. However, Kavaratti 
town is the headquarter of the entire group of islands 
in the territory. The area of the town corrected for 
two places of decimal is given in column 5 of the 
statement. Column 6 furnishes the number of house
holds including housekss households in the town. The 
succeeding columns i.e. cols. 7-15, 16 and 17-19 give 
the population and growth rate of town in each census 
from 190 I to 198!, density of population in 1981 and 
sex-ratio from 1961 to 1981 respectively. The table 
given below shows the growth, density and sex-ratio 
of urban population of each town in the district. 

Table - 16 

GROWTH, DENSITY AND SEX-RATIO OF URBAN POPULATION IN THE DISTRICT 

Census Year 

1981 

Total Popula
tion 

2 

40,249 

Urban Popula- Percentage of 
tion urban popula-

tion 

3 4 

18,629 46.28 

Decadel variation Del1sity of popu- Sex-ratio (No. of 
in urban popu- lation per sq females per 

lation km. 1,000 males) 

5 6 7 

1,759 963 

Note I. Islands are treated as census towns for the first time during 1981 Census. 

2. There is only one district in Lakshadweep. 
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163. From the above table it will be seen that 
there has been a spurt of growth of urban population 
in the Union Territory. 46.28% of the total population 
of this district represent urban population. Since the 
islands are treated as cen~us towns for the first time 
during 1981 Census there is no urban base popUlation 
in the territory. The density of popula tion relating to 
the urban islands is 1759 persons per sq. km. The sex
ratio of the urban population is 963 as against the 
sex-ratio of 975 females per 1,000 males in the UItion 
Territory as a whole. The subjoined table shows the 
new towns added and towns declassified during 1981 
Census. 

Table - 17 

NEW TOWNS/TOWNS DECLASSIFJED IN 1981 

CENSUS 

(a) 

Name of towns 

Added 
(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Minicoy 
Kavaratti 
Amini 

(b) Declassified 

( i) 
( ii) 

(iii) 

PopUlation 1981 Census 

2 

6,658 
6,604 
5,367 

Note: Towns appear for the first time during 1981 Census 

Statement -II 

164. The second statement gives data relating 
to physical aspects and location of towns. It also 
furnishes details of the tahsil/district/state headquar
ter, nearest city, railway station with distance from the 
town in bracket, bus route and navigable river/canal. 

165. Columns 1 and 2 of the statement show the 
serial number and class and name of town. The 
physical aspects, i. e. rainfall and temperature 
(maximum and minimum) of the towns are given in 
cols. 3-5 respectively. The climatic conditions of the 
urban islands are the same as those of other islands 
in the. district, which have been explained in the begin
ning of the analytical note. 

166. The state / district / tahsil headquarters, 
nearest city and railway station with the distance 
from the town in bracket are given in cols. 6-10 
respectively. There is no city or railway station within 
the Union Territory and these are located in the 
neighbouring state, Kerala at a distance of 320-398 
kms. from the towns. 

167. There is no river/canal available within the 
islands. But, the islands are connected by steamer 
service, since these are scattered in the Arabian Sea. 
Bus route and railway facilities are also not available 
in the islands. 

Statement - HI 
168. Since the towns in this district are all non

municipal towns, the third statement relating to the 
municipal finance for the year 1978-79 has not been 
presented in the town directory. 

Statement - IV 

169. Statement-IV indicates the civic and other 
amenities available in the towns. Cols. 1-5 of the state
ment show the number, class and name, civic admini
stration status, population and Scheduled Tribe 
popUlation of the town respectively. As far as this 
Union Territory is concerned, the necessity of roads 
was not felt much earlier. Now, due to the overall 
deVelopment of the islands, the Union Territory Admi
nis tration is giving attention for the construction of 
pucca roads in the islands. As a result, major portion 
of the main roads leading from embarkation jetty have 
been concreted. 19 The data of road length furnished 
in col. 6 of the statement respresent only pucca roads. 

170. The system of sewerage in the town is 
indicated by the code OSD (Open Surface Drains) in 
col. 7 of the statement. In observance there is no 
planned sewerage system in the islands. The rainwater 
flows over the open surface. The details of number of 
latrines viz. water borne, service and 'others' are 
given in cols 8 to 10 respectively. In the case of 
islands, the category of 'others' includes only pit 
latrines. The water borne latrines are connected to 
the septic tanks for the disposal of night soil which is 
represented by ST (Septic tank latrines) in col. 11 of 
the statement. When the pit latrines are full with 
human excreta they are closed and new pits are 
constructed for use. 

171. There is no protected water supply system 
in the islands 20. Draw wells are the main source of 

19 Length of concreted roads in the towns in January, 1983. is as follows: 
Kavaratti 3.88kms. Amini 2.34kms. Minicoy O.45kms. 

20. Water Supply Investigation Scheme at Kadmat benefitiog 365 adults and 205 children covering 86 houses was 
lDaugurated on 13-3-'83. 
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drinking water. Small tanks having resemblance with 
wells and hand pumps are also used for drinking water. 
Tap water is provided in Oak Bungalows only. The 
abbreviations used for source of water supply as 
given in col. 12 of the statement are: 

W - Well water 
TK - Tank water 

TW - Tube well water/Hand pump. 

172. Actually, no fire fighting stations have been 
established in the islands so far. The service from the 
neighbouring state (Kerala) can not be availed in so 
far as this Union Territory is concerned due to the 
prevalence of special geographical conditions. Hence, 
the col. 14 does not give any details on this. eols. 
15-19 give data on electrification i. e. number of 
connections given for different purposes. 

Statement - IV A 

173. The statement - IV A which deals with the 
civic and other amenities in notified slums, 1979 has 
not been preplfed for the district as there is no class 
I or class II towns in the Union Territory. 

Statement - V 

174. The extent of availability of medical facili
ties by type of institutions and number of beds provided 
in each institution, educational facilities by various 
levels or courses offered, a nd recreational and cultural 
facilities covering stadia, cinema, auditoria and public 
libraries including reading rooms are given in this 
statement. 

175. Column I, 2 and 3 of the statement res
pectively show the serial No., class and name and 
population of town. The medical institutions in the town 
are given in column 4. The information on number of 
beds provided to th~ institutions under column 4 is 
given in column 5 of the statement. The following 
abbreviations have been adopted in presenting data in 
column 4 of the statement. 

H Hospital 

o Dispensary 

PHC Primary Health Centre. 

'A' in bracket is used to represent' Ayurvedic'. 

176. There is oae hospi tal each in Kavaratti and 
Minicoy with a capacity of 30 and 20 beds respect
ively. In Amini there is a Primary Health Centre with 
10 beds. There is one Ayurvedic dispensary in 
Kavaratti. The following statement gives number of 
beds in medical institutions per 1,000 population of 
the towns. 
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Table- 18 

NUMBER OF BEDS IN MEDICAL INSTITUT. 

IONS PER 1,('00 POPULATION 

Class, name and civic 
status of the town 

V Amini (NM) 

No of beds in medical 
institutions per 1,000 

population 

2 

V Kavaratti (NM) 

V Minicoy (NM) 

2 
5 

3 

3 Total 

177. The details of the educational institutions 
are given in cols. 11-14 of the statement. There is one 
High School each in e'lery town. The only one Junior 
College in Kavaratti caters to the- needs of the entire 
islands in the Union Territory. There is no educational 
insti tution for higher studies in the islands. The faci
lities in the neighbouring states are availed of by the 
islanders in this regard. The name of the nearest place 
where the facilities are available are shown in the 
statement with distance in bracket. The educational 
institutions per 10,000 popUlation is quite high in the 
towns as shown in the statement below. 

Table -19 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS PER TEN 
THOUSAND POPULATION IN TOWNS 

Class, name Junior Secondary! Jr. Secon- Primary 
and civic status College Matricu- daryl 

of the town lation Middle 

2 3 4 5 

V Amini (NM) 2 2 11 
V Kavaratti (NM) 2 2 3 8 
V Minicoy (NM) - 2 2 8 

Total 1 2 2 9 

178. There are 20 adult literacy classes/centres 
in the urban area. In the private sector there are 
18 Madrassas where traditional religious education is 
imparted. The following table gives the number of 
adult literacy classes/centres and private schools 
(Madrassas) where traditional religious education is 
imparted in the district. 

Name of town 

1. Minicoy 
2. Kavaratti 
3. Amini 

Table- 20 

Adult literacy 
classes I centres 

2 

5 
8 
7 

Madrassas 

3 

4 
7 
7 



179. Vocationalisation of education has been 
receiving the attention of th·! Administration. Although, 
there is no institution for vocational training in the 
towns, typewriting course and fisheries technology 
course exist in the high schools of Kavaratti and 
Amini towns. 

180. There is no stadium or cinema theatre in 
the towns. However, as shown in col. 19 of the state
ment, there are 5 auditoriaJdramaJcommunity halls in 
the urban area of the district, one each in Amini' and 
Minicoy and 3 in Kavaratti. Column 20 of the state
ment gives the data on public libraries including read
ing rooms. These are presented using the abbreviat
ions; 

PL - Public Library 

RR - Reading Room. 

The figure in bracket indicates the actual number of 
libraries/reading rooms, if they are more than one. 
As far as this district is concerned, there is one read
ing room-cum-library each in every town and one cen
trallibrary in Kavaratti town. The reading room-cum
library is treated as equivalent to PL (I) and RR (1). 

Statement - VI 

l8l. The economic portrait of each town is 
drawn in this statement. The statement is composed 
of four distinct sections. The first three of these sect
ions give names of three most important commodities 
imported, exported and manufactured as shown agai
nst each town. The extent of availabilhy of banking 
and credit facilities is shown in the last section in 
terms of number of banks, agricultural credit societies 
and non-agricultural credit societies functioning in 
each town. 

182. The three most important commodities im
ported in all the towns are rice, sugar and petrol oil 
and lubricants. The most important commodity ex
ported from Amini and Kavaratti towns is copra, 
while the export from Minicoy is canned Tuna and 
Mas. The most important commodity that manufa
ctured, exported and imported in the towns is shown 
in the table given below: 

Table- 20 

MOST IMPORT ANT COMMODITY MANU
FACTURED, IMPORTED AND EXPORTED 

IN TOWNS 

Class, name and 
civic status of 

the town 

V Amini (NM) 
V Kavarattl (NM) 

Most important commodity 

Manufactured 

2 

Copra 
Copra 

Exporred 

3 

Copra 
Copra 

Imported 

4 

Rice 
Rice 

88 

2 3 4 

V Minicoy (NM) Canned tuna Canned tuna Rice 
and Mas* and Mas* 

* Mas- boiled, smoked and dried tUila fish. 

183. Branches of Syndicate Bank and Agricul
tural Credit Societies are functioning in all the towns 
in the district. 

XVIIJ A~ALYSIS OF PRIMARY CENSUS 

ABSTRACT DATA 

184. Part B of the District Census Handbook 
consists of the District/Tahsil Primary Census Abstract 
for the total population and Scheduled Tribe popula
tion. The Primary Census Abstract comprises informa
tion regarding area, occupied residential houses, house
holds, total popUlation, scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes, literates, main workers, marginal workers and 
non-workers. The mlin workers are further classified 
into cultivators, agricultural labourers, household 
industry and other workers. 

185. The primary Census Abstract is presented 
in two parts viz. (i) District Primary Census Abstract 
and (ii) Tahsil-wise Primary Census Abstract. The 
District Primary Census Abstrct consists of 
tahsil-wise data wi lh rural/urban break-up. The 
Tahsil Primary Census Abstract provides data for all 
vi Ilages in one part and for all towns in another part. 

186. The primary Census Abstract is the basic 
table of 1981 Census. Since no caste has been schedul
ed in relation to this Union Territory, the Primary 
Census Abstract for the Scheduled Caste has not been 
presented. 

187. The concepts and definitions adopted for 
the 1981 Census have been explained in the beginning 
of this book. 

Area and population 

] 88. Although the islands are sca ttered in the 
Arabian Sea, because of the geographical isolation and 
administrative convenience the islands have been 
classified into four groups and these groups form four 
tahsiIs. The data of 1981 Census have also been 
presented under these four groups with rural-urban 
break-up. The following table shows the administra
tive units adopted for the purpose of Census with 
rural/urban popUlation, number of villages and towns. 
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189. The total area of the District/ Union 
Terrritory furnished by the Surveyor General, India is 
32 sq. km>, whereas according to the Lakshadweep 
Administration it is only 28.5sq. kms. corrected upto 
one place of decimal. The former area figure represe
nts the geographical area, whereas the latter is the 
land use area and this accollnts for the difference in 
the two sets of figures. 

190. The geographical area supplied by the 
Surveyor General of India is not available below 
district or by rural/urban break-up. So far as urban 
area is concerned, the figures supplied by the Laksha
dwcep Administration corrected upto two places of 
decimals are adopted. Hence, the area of the rural 
componen [ of the Union Territory/District is derived 
by substrdcting the tot&1 urban area corrected upto 
one place of decimal from the total geographical area, 
supplied by the Surveyor General, India. Therefore, 
the areas of the tahsils will not .add up to the area 
of the District/Union Territory. 

191 The total popUlation of the district as revea
led in 1981 Census is as follows: 

Persons 40,249 

Males 20,377 

Females 19,872 

The net addition to the popUlation of the district 
during 1971- 1981 is 8,439 persons which records a 
decennial growth rate of 26.53 per cent. This is less 
than the decennial growth rate (31.95%) recorded 
during 1961-71. The table given below shows the 
population and the decennial growth rate of the district 
from 1901 to 1981. 

Table - 22 

PO?ULATION AND PERCENTAGE DECADE 
VARIATION OF PUPULATION IN 

LAKSHADWEEP 

Census year Population Percentage decade 
variation 

2 3 

1901 13,882 
1911 14,555 +4.85 
1921 13,637 -6.31 
1931 16,040 + 17.62 
1941 18,355 ,14.43 
1951 21,035 + 14.60 
1961 24,108 + 14.6] 
1971 31,810 1- 31.95 
1981 40.249 -of 26.53 

+ for increase - for decrease 
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192. rt is seen from the above ~tatement that 
there are three distinct phases of growth of popu
lation in the district. Births and deaths are the two 
biological proces~es by which change of population 
takes place incessantly over the years. Another factor 
for change in population is migration. The populatiOn 
of this Union Territory was increasing right from 1901 
except during 1911-1921 which has shown a decline 
in population same as India as a whole. During 1921 
to 1931 the increase was 17.62 per cent. There after 
the growth rate of this Union Territory was uniform 
upto 1961 and that of India was more or less steady 
upto 1941. But, during 1951-61 a sudden spurt in 
growth rate of India has been observed. The decade 
1961-71 records an abnormal growth of popli'lationin 
the Union Territory which is higher than that of all 
India rate. The tremendous growth in this decade 
was mainly due to the !.hifting of the headquarters 
of the Union Taritory from Calicut to Kavaratti island, 
consequent to which a number of offices have sprung 
up in the island. The reduction in mortality rate as 
a result of the improvement in medical services might 
have also contribu ted to this population increase. 
Though the total growth rate shows a slowing down 
tendency during 1971-81 when compared to the 
preceeding decade, it is still higher than the growth 
rate recorded in any Census prior to 1971. Continued 
effect of the abnormal incr~ase of population during 
1961-71 coupled with large amount of migration of 
people from mainland on account of Government 
employment, their families and imported labour 
might be the explanation for this high growth rate. 

Table- 23 

DECENNIAL GROWTH RATE 1971-81 

District/Tahsil/ Population Percentage 
---------- decennial island 1971 1981 growth rate 

- ------
2 3 4 

Lakshadweep 31,810 40,249 26.53 
Minicoy Tahsil 5,342 6,658 24.63 

Minicoy 5,342 6,658 24.63 
Andrott Tahsil 8,577 10,355 20.73 

Kalpeni 3,152 3,543 12.40 
Andrott 5,425 6,812 25.57 

Kavaratti Tahsil 7,575 10,715 41.45 
Agatti 3,155 4,111 30.30 
Kavaratti 4,420 6,604 49.41 

Amini Tahsil 10,316 12,521 21.37 
Amini 4,542 5,367 18.16 
Kadmat 2,416 3,114 28.89 
Kiltan 2,046 2,375 16.08 
Chetlat ],200 ],484 23.67 
Bitra 112 181 61.61 



193. From the abov~ statement it will be seen 
that the p;)rcentage variation of population is the 
highest in Kavaratti tahsil (41.45%) and the lowest 

in Anrdott tahsil (20.73%). 1 aking the individual 
islands together, Bitra has the highest growth of popu_ 

lation during the decade 1971-81 (61.61%) followed 
by Kavaratti (49.41 %) and Kalpeni has the lowest in 
this regard (12.40%). The reason for the abnormal 
increase of population in Bitra is only due to the 

immigration from the neighbouring islands and that 
of Kavaratti is obvious for the reason which has been 

explained early. 

III. Rural-Urban distribution 

194. The village or town is recognised as the 
basic area of habitation. It lias been the tradition of 
Indian Census to present data for rural and urban 
areas separately. As stated earlier, 3 inhabited islands 
have since been classified as urban and the remaining 
islands are rural. Each rural island is considered as a 
village and each inhabited island is taken as the ulti
mate unit for the purpose of presentation of census 
data in the 1981 Census. 

195. The following table gives tIle rural-urban 
distribution of population in the tahsils of the Dis
trict. 

Table - 24 

RURAL-URBAN DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY TAHSILS 1981 

Rural • Urban 
District/Tahsi I ------------------------ ---.. -------~-----------

No of villages Population % to total population No. of towns Population % to total population 

2 3 4 

Lakshadweep 7 21,620 53.72 

Minicoy 

Andrott 2 10,355 100.00 

Kavaratti 4, III 38.37 

Amini 4 7,154 57.14 

196. In Minicoy the entire population of the 
tahsil constitutes the urban population. The percentage 
of urban population is the lowest in Amini tahsil. 

197. 53.72 per cent of the total popUlation in the 
territory constitute rural population. Till 1971 the 
entire area of Lakshadweep was considered as rural. 
Conc;equent on the classification of three of the major 
islands as urban in 1981, the decennial growth rate of 
rural population of Lakshadweep, therefore, shows a 
considerable fall. Another peculiarity of this Union 
Territory is that, in the case of three islands viz. Mini· 
coy, Kavaratti and Amini, the entire units (islands) 
have been declared as urban then:by causing no area 
adjustment whatsoever and total shift from rural to 
urban population. 

198. The percentage distribution of rural popu
lation by size group of villages is given below: 
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5 6 7 

3 18,629 46.28 

6,658 100.00 

6,604 61.63 

5,367 42.86 

Table-25 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY 
POPULATION RANGES 

Range of population No. of villages Percentage of 
in each range villages in each range 

1 2 3 

L2CO 14.28 
200-499 
500-1,999 1 14.29 

2,000-4,999 4 57.14 
5,000-9,999 1 14.29 

10,000+ 

Total 7 100.00 

199. It can be observed from the a bove state
ment that 57.14 per cent of the islands in this Union 
Territory lie in the size-class 2,001}-4,999. 
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Density of Population 

200. The density of population of the Union 
Territory as well as the district has increased consi
derably during 1981. It was 994 persons per km. 
during 1971 and i,258 in 1981, the area of the Union 

Territory being 32 sq. kms. in both the censuses. The 
same trend is seen in the case of all tahsils and islands 
as well. The density for rural area of the Union Terri
tory is 1010 persons and that of urban area is 1,759 
persons. The subjoined table gives the density of 
population from 1901 to 1981. 

Table- 26 

DENSITY OF POPULATION 

Union Territory 1901 1911 1921 1931 

2 3 4 5 

Lakshadweep 498 522 489 576 

201. Among the tahsils, Minicoy has got the 
highest density with 1,513 persons per sq. km. and 
Kavaratti has the lowest with 1,323 persons. Although 
Kavaratti island is th:: headquarters and also the 
second largest town of the Union Territory, the figure 

in respect of density in Kavaratti tahsil is low, owing 
to the fact that many of the uninhabited islands and 
islets are attached to this tahsil. Among the three 
towns, Amini (2,072 persons per sq. km.) ranks first 
and Minicoy comes last (1,524 persons per sq. km.) 

1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 

6 7 8 9 10 

659 755 831 994 1,258 

in the case of density, the Union Territory figure 
(urban) being 1,759 persons per sq. km. 

202. Taking the rural islands together, Bitra 
island, though the smallest in area and population, bas 
the highest density of 1,810 persons per sq. km. 
followed by Kalpeni island (1,540 persons:per sq. km.). 
Kadmat island has the lowest density (1,005 persons 
per sq. km.). The following statement gives the den
sity of population in the islands disregarding the 
rural/urban status. 

Table- 27 

DENSITY OF POPULATION IN THE ISLANDS DURING 1961, 1971 AND 1981 WITH THEIR RANKS 

Name of island Density in 1961 Rank Density in 1971 Rank Density in 1981* Rank 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Amini 1,406 1 1,747 1 2,072 1 
KaJpeni 1,313 2 1,370 2 1,540 4 
Andrott 966 3 1,130 8 1,419 9 
Kiltan 944 4 1,279 3 1,484 7 
Chetlat 916 5 1,200 6 1,484 8 
Minicoy 914 6 1,214 5 1,524 5 
Agatti 861 7 1,169 7 1,523 6 
Kavaratti 808 8 1,228 4 1,819 2 
Bitra 800 9 1,120 9 1,810 3 
Kadmat 611 10 719 10 1,005 10 

* The islands Amini, Minicoy and Kavaratti are treated as census towns for 1981 Census. Hence, the density figures for 
these three i&lands have been worked out using area figures corrected upto two places of decimals where as the density 
figure~ of other islands have been calculated using area figures corrected upto one place of decimal. 
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203. Th~ physical fedture~, large scale business, 
trade centres, capital cities etc. are the factors which 
effect the concentration of population in a particular 
area. As far as this Union Territory is cocerned, the 
above factors are not in opefC'.tion. Here, population 
settlement is found con~entrated in a particular area 
of some islands while the rest of the area/islands is 
covered with thickly planted coconut trees. Thus, 
density of each island depend,> on the size of the island 
only. The following table gives the distribution of 
villages according to density of population. 

Table - 28 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY DENSITY 

Range of densily Total no of villages Percentage of villages 
in each density range in each density range 

2 3 

L 10 

11-20 

21-50 

51-100 

101-200 

201-300 

301-500 

501 + 7 100 
not known 

Total 7 100 

Sex - ratio 

204. The sex-ratio, which i~ defined as the number 
of females per 1,000 males, of the distriet ~hows a 
declining trend during the decade. Tn 190 I the sex-ratio 
of this Union Territory was 1,063 females per 1,000 
males. During the later decades upto 1,941 the ratio 
was fluctuating In 1951 Census the sex-ratio of 
this Union Territory was 1,043 famales per 1,000 
males and it came down to 1,020 in 1961 and 978 in 
1971. During 1981 Ihis ratio is 975. The lowest sex
ratio of the terri lory as a whole during the last 80 years 
is in 1981. The reason for the reduction of sex-ratio 
in 1971 is tha t the employees from the main land who 
are mostly men prefer to leave thier families in 
their native places for many rea~ons and this peculiar 
phenomenon largely contributed to the reduction in 
sex-ratio. The sex-ratio during 1981 among the local 
inhabitants who are Scheduled Tribes is 1,002 which 
more or less keeps up the trend of 1961 Census. 
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However, a reduction in this ratio of Tribes is 
observed in 1981 over the 1<>71 rate. The effect on 
account of shifting the headquarters was more during 
1971 and it has reduced to certain extent in 198 I due 
to the improvement in the islands sill!';e 1971. These 
two component (aetGrs ha\e retained the sex-ratio 
of the general population relating to this Union 
Territory in 1981 almost the same as in 1971. The 
table below gives the sex-ratio of the district for the 
period 190 1-1981. 

Table -29 

SEX-RATIO 1901-1981 

No. of females per 1,000 males 
Census year ---------------------

Total Rural Urban 

1 2 3 4 

1901 1,063 1,063 

1911 987 987 

1921 1,027 1,027 

1931 994 994 

1941 1,018 1,018 

1951 1,043 1,043 

1961 1,020 1,020 

1971 978 978 

1981 975 986 963 

205. The tahsils Minicoy and Andrott show a 
reduction in the number of females per 1,000 males 
during the decade, while the other tahsils indicate an 
increase in this regard. The overall trend in the tahsils 
is toward3 striking a balance between the sexes. The 
islands Minicoy, Kalpeni, Kadrnat, Chetlat and Bitra 
show a reduction in the number of females per 1,000 
males during 11)81. In the other islands this ratio has 
increased considerably. The highest sex-ratio is ob
served in Minicoy island during 1961, 1971 and ]981 

Censuses as well. This is because a significant number 
of male workers in Minicoy are found engaged as 
sailors in Indian as well as foreign ships fo r the past 
few generations. However, this ratio in Minicoy is 
steadily decreasing in each cc:nsus which indicates that 
probably the interest in traditional sea faring occupa
tion of male population is reducing from time to time 
mainly due to the overall development of th~se islands. 
The lowest sex-ratio during 1981 is in Bitra. The fol
lowing table gives the tahsil/island-wise sex-ratio with 
rural-urban break up for 1971 and 1981 Censuses. 
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Table - 30 

NUMBER OF FEMALES PER 1,000 MALES 

DURING 1971 AND 1981 CENSUS IN THE 

DISTRICT, TAHSILS AND ISLANDS 

District/Tahsill _~o. of felTlale per 1,000 males 
Island 1971 1981 

Rural t i'"C,-iar--R:ii-iaj"----Ui-ban--· 

2 3 4 5 

LAKSHADWEEP 978 975 986 963 

Minicoy Tahsil 1,196 1,154 1,154 

Minicoy 1,196 1,154 1,154 

Andrott Tahsil 1,028 1,011 ) ,011 

Kalpeni 1,019 928 928 

Andrott 1,033 1,057 1,057 

Kavaratti Tahsil 849 861 925 823 

Agatti 907 925 925 

Kavaratti 810 823 823 

Amini Tahsil 939 963 986 933 

Amini 869 933 933 

Kadmat 1,027 973 973 

Kiltan 945 997 997 

Chetlat 1,034 1,022 1,022 

Bitra 1,000 792 792 

_.---
t Note: TiIl1971 the entire area of the UT was treated as rural. 

Literacy 

206. According to 1981 Census this district has' 
a literacy rate of 55.07 per cent. The literacy rate of 
the district has increased from 43.66 per cent in 1971 
to 55.07 per cent in 1981. The same trend is noticed 
in the case of males and females. The percentage of 
male literates to the total male population is 65.24 and 
that of female literates to the total female population 
is 44.65. Literacy rates of males as well as females 
are more in the urban areas than in the rural areas. 

207. Among the Tahsils, Minicoy has got the 
highest literacy rate of 65.29 per cent, the lowest being 
in Amini with 50.21 per cent. Taking the rural islands 
alone, Kadmat has the highest literacy rate (56.07%) 
and Kiltan h3s the lowest (46.86%). However, the 
maximum difference in literacy during the decade is 
seen in Andrott island (13.90 percentage points). The 
ratio of growth of literacy rate over 1971 is + 39.85 in 
respect of Andrott island. The following table gives 

41~ 

the tahsil/island wise literacy rates of the total popula-
tion, males and females. 

Table - 31 

LITERACY BY TAHSIL/rSLANDS, 1981 

T 
District/ R Li teracy rate 
Tahsil/Island -----------------

U Total Males Female, 

2 3 4 5 

LAKSHADWEEP T 55.07 65.24 44.65 

R 51.98 62.25 41.57 

U 58.65 68.66 48.25 

Minicoy Tah~il T 65.29 71.40 59.99 

R 

U 65.29 71.40 59.99 
Minicoy U 65.29 71.40 59.99 

Andrott Tahsil T 51.21 63.59 38.97 
R 51.21 63.59 38.97 

U 
Kalpeni R 55.88 67.19 43.70 
Andrott R 48.78 61.58 36.68 

Kavaratti Tahsil T 58.12 68.31 46.29 

R 54:76 64.19 44.56 

U 60.22 70.74 47.43 

Agat~i R 54.76 64.19 44.56 

Kavaratti U 60.22 70.74 47.43 

Amini Tahsil T 50.21 60.80 39.22 

R 51.51 59.19 43.72 

U 48.48 62.9(i) 33.04 

Amini U 48.48 62.90 33.04 

Kadmat R 56.07 64.01 47.92 

Kiltan R 46.86 56.01 37.69 

Chetlat R 49.93 54.90 45.07 

Bitra R 46.96 52.48 40.00 

Occupied Residential Houses and Households 

208. Total number of occupied residential census 
houses in this Union Territory is 6,320. Hence, the 
average number of persons per residential house 
comes to 6.37. Among the tahsils, Andrott has the 
highest number o. persons per re~idential house (7.06) 
and Kavaratti has the lowest number (6.51). The num
ber of persons per 100 occupied census houses for the 
Union Territory as a whole has gone up from 616 



in 1971 to 637 in 1981. There is only a slight variation 
in this ratio between rural and urban areas in this 
Union TerrItory. There are 629 persons per 100 
occupied resi'dential houses in rural area, while this 
ratio is 647 in urban area. Among the tahsils the 
number of persons per 100 occupied residential houses 
is the maximum in Andrott tahsil (706 persons) and 

it is the lowest in Amini tahsil (567 persons). Taking 

the islands together, Andrott has the highest number 

of persons per 100 occupied residential houses (707 
persons), and Bitra has the lowest (4! I persons). The 

number of persons per 100 occupied residential census 

houses is given in the following table. 

Table - 32 

NUMBER OF PERSONS PER 100 OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL CENSUS HOUSES IN 
DISTRICT IT AHSILI ISI"AN D 

No. of persons per 100 occupied residential Census houses 
_______ ... ___ • __________________ ... _____ ..... _____ ... _________ .... __________ oh ___ ................ y .............. _ ~ ............ - .. -- .................. '-_ .............................................. __ .... ___ .. ' 

District/Tahsil/Island Total Rural Urban 
------------------------------------~--------- -----.-.-.--.. -.---... -.~ .................... .................. _-.......... --..... -....... -... 

1971 1981 1971 1981 1971 1981 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

LAKSHADWEEP 616 637 616 629 647 

Minicoy Tahsil 583 666 583 666 
Minicoy 583 666 583 666 

Androu Tahsil 664 706 6~4 706 

Kalpeni 653 704 653 704 
Andrott 671 707 671 707 

Kavaratti Tahsil 613 651 613 704 621 

Agatti 671 704 671 704 
Kavaratti 577 621 577 621 

Amini Tahsil 601 567 601 515 655 
Amini 694 655 694 655 
Kadmat 591 555 591 555 
Kiltan 578 551 578 551 
Chetlat 449 420 449 420 
Bitra 350 411 350 411 

Note:- Till 1971 there was no urban area in this Union Territory. 

209. The total number of households in this 

Union Territory is 6,637. The average household size 

as revealed in 1981 Census is 6.06 as against 5.99 in 

1971. Among the tahsils, this number j, high in Mini. 

coy with 6.61 persons, the lowest being in Amini with 

5.53 persons. It is seen that the number of persons 

per household has gone up in the fir&t two tahsils 

during 198 t, while this ratio has declined considerably 
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in the olher two tahsils. This indicates that though 

the number of households as well as occupied residen· 

tial houses has gone up appreciably in all the tahsils 

and islands, the increase in this respect pertaining to 

the tahsils Minicoy and Andrott and the islands under 

them has not, however kept pace with the general 

trend. The subjoined table gives the average household 

size for the district/tahsil/island. 



Table - 33 

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE 

Number of persons per household 
.. _-------_ .. _--_._-« ............................................................. •••• - - - _0' ____ •• ~ _ - _ •• _ •• _ - - - •• _ -"'.0 __ 0 ___ -. _. __ ••• ___ ••••••••••••• ___ • __ • 

District/Tahsilllsland Total 

1971 1981 

2 3 

LAKSHADWEEP 5.99 6.06 

Minicoy Tahsil 5.74 6.61 

Minicoy 5.74 6.61 

Andrott Tahsil 6.07 6.57 

Kalpeni 5.96 6.30 

Andrott 6.14 6.71 

Kavaratti Tahsil 6.10 5.99 

Agatti 6.67 6.55 

Kavaratti 5.76 ~.69 

Amini Tahsil 5.97 5.53 

Amini 6.89 6.26 

Kadmat 5.85 5.54 

Kiltan 5.75 5.42 

Chetlat 4.49 4.16 

Bitra 3.50 3.69 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

210. No caste has been scheduled in relation to 

this Union Territory and therefore, there is no Schedu_ 
led Caste population in Lakshadweep. According to 

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes list (Modifi

cation Order 1956) the inhabitants of Lakshadweep who 

and both of whose par;nts were born in those islands 
are treated as Scheduled Tribes. There is only one 

tribe in this Union Territory, which has no specific name. 

The population other than Scheduled Tribes constitu

tes only about G per cent. Hence, the characteristics 0 f 

general population largely resemble with those of 

Scheduled Tribe population. Table given below shows 

the percentage distribution of Scheduled Tribes in 

different islands during 1971 and 1981 Censuses. 
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Rural Urban 

1971 1981 1971 1981 
4 5 6 7 

5.99 5.99 6.16 

5.74 6.61 

5.74 6.61 

6.07 6.57 

5.96 6.30 

6.14 6.71 

6.10 6.55 5.69 

6.67 6·55 

5.76 5.69 

5.97 5.09 6.26 

6.89 6.26 

5.85 5.54 

5.75 5.42 

4'.49 4.16 

3.50 3.69 

Table - 34 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHEDULED 

TRIBES IN DIFFERENT ISLANDS DURING 1971 

AND 1981 

Di,trict/ Scheduled Tribes 
Tahsil/island ···· ...... ·Nu·mber-·····_···· .... ·Perceiiiiige .. ·of .. ·Sche·(i: 

uled Tribe population 

1971 1981 
to total population 

1971 1981 
2 3 4 5 

LAKSHADWEEP 29,540 37,760 92.86 93.82 
Minicoy fahsil 4,803 6,14) 89.9 ~ 92.29 

Minicoy 4,803 6,145 89.!H 92.29 

Andrott Tahsil 8,186 10,016 95.44 96.73 
Kalpeni 3,008 3,442 95.43 97.15 
Androa 5,178 6,574 95.45 96.51 



2 3 4 5 

Kavaratti Tahsil 6,708 9,553 88.55 89.16 

Agatti 3,059 3,968 96.96 96.52 

Kavaratti 3,649 5,585 82.56 84.57 

Amini Tahsil 9,843 12,046 95.41 96.21 

Amini 4,317 5,143 95.05 95.83 

Kadmat 2,304 3,027 95.36 97.21 

Kiltan 1,963 2,278 95.94 95.92 

Chetlat 1,147 1,418 95.58 95.55 

Bitra 112 180 100.00 99.45 

Working population 

211. According to the 1981 Census there are 
7,947 main workers and 1,869 marginal workers. The 
main workers arc those who have worked for 183 days 
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(6 months) or more, while marginal workers are th(ls.; 

who have worked for le;;f; than 6 months. Grouping 

the total main workers and marginal workers 0 f 1981, 

the percentage of total workers to total popUlation 

is calculated as 24.39 for persons, 39.24 for males and 

9.16 for females. The percentage of main workers to the 

total population is 19.75 in 1981 as against the corres

ponding figure of 26.15 for 1971, which shows a decline 

in the proportion. Similarly, the work participaion 

rates among males and females have shown a decline 

during 198 J, when compared to 1971. Of the total 

main workers 4,083 are in rural areas and 3,864 are 
in urban areas. In terms of percentage they are 51.38 

and 48.62 respectively. There are 1,869 marginal 

workers in the district which constitute 4.64 per cent 
of the total population. The following table gives the 

distribution of workers in percentage iIi the district/ 

tahsil/island. 
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212. The main workers have been further divided 
into four categories viz. (i) Cultivators, (ii) agri
cultural labourers (iii) household industry and 

(iv) other workers. The subjoined table gives the 
distribution of main workers in these four 
categories. 

Table- 36 

WORKERS BY INDUSTRIAL 

Industrial categories of workers Persons 

Number Percentage 

2 3 

Total main workers 7,947 100.00 

Cultivators 

Agricultural Labourers -. 

Household Industry 
workers 1,088 13.69 

Other workers 6,859 86.31 

213. Complete absence of cultivators and agri
cultural labourers among the main workers of Laksha
dweep is predominently a contrast observed in the 
islands. This is due to the fact that according to the 
census definition a person is classified as a cultivator 
or as an agricutural labourer only' on the basis of 
crops grown. The growing of cereal and millet crops -
paddy, wheat, jowar, maize, etc., pulses, fibre crops, 
oil seeds and cash crops-sugar cane are only considered 
as cultivation. Therefore, a person who grows these 
crops or who works on land on which these crops are 
grown is cia ssified either as cultivato r or an agricul
turallabourer as the case may be. Growing of crops 
like plantation crops, edible nu IS, fruits, coconut, 
flowers, vegetables etc. is not considerd as cultivation, 
but comes under the category 'other workers'. Of the 
total main workers, 1,088 persons work in household 
industry and 6,859 persons are in the category of 
'other workers'. In terms of percentage they are 13.69 
and 86.31 indicating a difference of -16.40 and + 16.45 
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CATEGORIES AND SEX 1981 

Males Females 

Number rercentage Number Percentage 

4 5 6 7 

6,839 100.00 1,108 100.00 

553 -8.09 535 48.29 

6,286 91.91 573 51.71 

points over the ]971 Census respectvely. It is, therefore, 
observed that participation in household industry as 
the main work has gone considerably down and parti. 
cipation in 'other work' has gone up during the decade 
in the Union Territory. 

214. The fall in the category of household 
industry workers is steep in the case of females than 
that of male workers The percentage difference of 
male and female household industry workers in 1981 
over the 1971 are worked out as 2.30 and 38.71 
respectively. The overall fall in the work participation 
rate during 1981 Census over that of 1971 in this 
Union Territory is mainly attributed to the drastic 
fall in the female participation in the work force 
especially in the field of household industry. Over the 
decade, owing to the spread of education especially 
among the females and overall development in the 
territory, the household industry has lost much of its 
importance in the islands. 





PART A 

VILLAGE AND TOWN DIRECTORY 





SECTION I 

VILLAGE DIRECTORY 





ALPHABETICAL LIST OF VILLAGES 

Name of village Nature ofhabitation Location code 

AMINI TAH~IL 

1. Bitra Inhabited 30/1/4/4 

2. Chetlat Inhabited 30/ I /4/3 

3. Kadmat Inhabited 30/1/4/1 

4. Kiltan Inhabited 30/1/4/2 

ANDROTT TAHSIL 

5. Andrott Inhabited 30/1/2/9 

6. Cheriyam Uninhabited 30/1/2/2 

7. Kalpeni Inhabited 30/1/2/1 

8. Kodithala Uninhabited 30/1/2/3 

9. Pitti (i) Uninhabited 30/112/7 

10. Pitti (ii) Uninhabited 30/1(2/8 

11. Tilakkam (i) Uninhabited 30/1/2/4 

12. Tilakkam (ii) Uninhabited 30/1/2/5 

13. Tilakkam (iii) Uninhabited 30/1/2/6 

KAVARATTI TAHSIL 

14. Agatti Inhabited 30/1 /3/2 

15. Bangaram Uninhabited 30/1/3/1 

16. Kalpitti Uninhabited 30/1/3/7 

17. Par<lli (i) Uninhabited 30/1/3/4 

18. parali (ii) Uninhabited 30/1/3/5 

19. Parali (iii) Uninhabited 30/1/3/6 

20 •. Pitti (Birds island) Uninhabited 30/1/3/10 

21. Suheli (Cheriyakara) Uninhabited 30/lJ3/9 
22. Suheli (Valiyakara) Uninhabited 30/1/3/8 

23. Tinnakara Uninhabited 30/1/3/3 

MINICOY TAHSIL 

24. Viringili Uninhabited 30/1/1/1 
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CODES USED IN THE VII LAGE DIRECTORY 

Educational 

P Primary or Elementary School 

M Junior Secondary or Middle School 

H Matriculation or Secondary School 

AC Adult Literacy Class/Centre. 

Medical 

PHC -

D 

o 

Primary Health Centre 

Dispensary 

Others 

Drinking Water 

W Well water 

TK Tank water 

HP Hand pump 

Communications 

NW - Navigable waterway (other than riYer or can::ll). 

Approach to Village 

NW - Navigable waterway (other than river or canal). 

Post & Telegraph 

PO Post Office 

TO Telegraph Office 

Phone - Telephone connection 

Power Supply 

ED Electricity for domestic purpose 

EO Electricity for other purposes like industrial, commercial, etc. 

Remarks including any place of religious, historical or archaeological interest 

C Cars/Jeeps available in the village 

M Motorcycles/Scooters availa ble in the villag.; 

T Tractors available in the Village. 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

MINICOY TAHSIL 





1981 CENSUS - VILLAGE DIRECTORY -AMENITIES AND LAND USE 

MINICOY TAHSIL 

Location 
code No. 

30}I/I 

30}1/I/l 

30}I/1 

Nameof@ 
Island 

2 

Minicoy 

Viringili 

Minicoy Tahsil * 

Nearest 
Approach town and Power Staple: 
to island distance supply food 

(in kms.) 

11 12 13 14 

Minicoy (0) 

Total area 
of the 
island 

(in hectares) 

3 

1.52 

1.52 

Amenities available (if not available within the island, a dash (-) is 
Total shown in the column and next to it in brackets, the distance in broad 

population ranges .v!z :-5 k~s 5-!O ~ms. and lO+kms of the nearest place where 
and No. of the facIlity IS avaIlable IS gIVen). 
households -------=-.,...,-,------~-___,c___~~--.-,..,._~ 

Educa- Drinking Po~t and Day or days Communicati.ons 
tional Medical water tele ra h of the mar- (Bus stop,Railway 

(Potable) g p ket/hat if any station, water way) 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Treated as Census Town 

UNINHABITED 

Land use (ie area under different types of land use in 
hectares rounded upto 2 decimal places) t Remarks 

including 
any place 

Forest 

IS 

Irrigated 
by source 

16 

Un irrigated 

17 

Culturable 
waste 

(including 
gauchar 

and 
grove&) 

18 

Treated as Census Town 

UNINHABITED 

Area not 
available 

for 
cultivation 

19 

of religious, 
historical 

or archaeo
logical 
interest 

20 

Name 
of 

Island 

2 

Location 
Code 
No. 

1 

Minicoy 30/1/1 

Viringili 30/1/1/1 

* Minicoy Tahsil 30/1/1 

* There is only one uninhabited island in the rural part of Minicoy Tahsil. 
@ Each island is treated as Village for the purpose of 1981 Census. 
t Land use area of Vjringili (uninhabited i~land) has been clubbed with the area of Minicoy island. Hence the land use area 

of uninhabited island is not available. 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

ANDROTT TAHSIL 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

ItA V ARATTI TAHSIL 





,..... 
» » 

<Il oS oS 1 
§.! ~ I 
.~.; t: I 
oSQG~ 

~ o ~ oS, 
i'a o..~: 0 Z ,:::l 0 "I ...... 
'8~ c:; (g 

"''t) cu o =' ~ i ._ ro 
'" ue Vii 

~ocu I I ... ..<=: 
._,.o :::: 

i~" ~I ~.= 
<l) 
u IrooSoS 

oS ro 't)~,-

-0 80. I~~~i~ td~ ~ <Il cu 
" <Il ... 

'0 - oS '00 cu c:;'O <l) I ~I .z: cu 
c:; 

0 <Il"<=: .., 
I 't)..c:: I t-~ 

._ ...... -5 
I c:; 0.. 

rI) cu "'- I ~ ~I I 6 ;:;J -:Stlo 
v. ~I 00 cu III I ~ 

.5 ~ S I °_1 
~ 0.. ~I 

5~~ I 

I 
z ._ .0 + 

I -< e:: c:; 0 
'" ~ 

~ 
._ -

..2~ 2:! :I: .0 ._ -g oS,__ 
~ oSOoS . ::::..2 :i z ::: +-' - bl).o 

cIj'-vl C 

-< ru ~ s ~ c:;~ l"'- E--._ 0 

... c:; ~'biJ ~~ 

~ 00 0'0 0 '" 
.5 _. 

~ Co""'" ."", ... 
.... ~oSl..2 Ci 
E-- -c::tr'I_o .... ., S III OJ ,0 Z :D :::l E:::: 0" 

f;I;;l .z:-~~ "@ U U 
~ 

._ 8 .,., oS 
0 ::r:: oS I '" :a ~ -< 

~] ._ ., 1.0 ~ ~ 

I Ul-Nb- :::E .~ .9 os; := 
;;.. ._ c 

'" u ~ 
~ 13 e:: ~~ _....... ~ ,..... 
0 S 0 c:; '" 

tr) 0 CI 0 
11'1 

<~ <'II"<=: '-' CI CI CI CI CI CI E-- CI '-' 
E-- ...... ~ U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u 0 

<t: '" f;I;;l (; t: f-. ~ ~ ~ E-- ;:s ~ ~ ~ 
c:; 

::r::" 
.... .... .... .... ...... <n .... ...... 

~ .£ tr) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ::r:: .... <t: < -< .( <: « ~ < <t: < 
~ -;; :i U 

0 ::t = :I: :I: :I: :I: :I: ::r:: ::c i 
f;I;;l 

:::l Z Z Z z Z Z '" Z z Z "0 
~ 

III 

~ IJ.l ..... - .... ...... - ...... .... .... .... ,__ 
1.0 Z Z z z z Z "0 Z Z Z 1.0 

-< ......... ~ '-' 
~ ::> ::> ::> ::> ::> ::> ..... ::> ::> ::> Po. ~ <IS 

~ 
Q) ... .... c .... '" t"'4 > oo;g 

~.~ 0] -- --I 00 00 

O-Z '" ...,. C'l N 
Eo-< g_ 't) :g 1.0 1.0 

rI) '-' 
......., 

;;J ocO ..... -o..oS..c -00 -z ...,.~ ..,; 
~ -;;:; u oS ., ., 

I-. o~ 1-0 - 0:I"<=: c ro M N 1.0 ...,. t"l ~ C'l - 0 .... 
00 -~cQU 
0- ~~~~ 

t"l r- IO ~ "'! -.:t: 0 ~ M ~ - 0 r-: ..... C'l N r-: 0\ 00 ...... .... 
Eo-< .2, I"'- 11'1 ...,. M N ...,. 

C'l .-. ...,. 
"0 s:: 
III ........ - S .-, III ... 

* III ... ..... 
* ... III '" 

'-'0 8 ell := fa 
._ 

CIS ..l4 "0 <...J ...l .... :=- ..... ..lo: ell ... 
.... Oc:; ell CIS '-' '-' ......... 

. _ ..... c:\I .~ ~ (:1::: ..... 

'" 0:1 
.... ..lo: - CIS 

r/) Ev= 
._ 

<':S ..... . - ..... ... ..... .E!- .- ... ._., <t:!ZI 
:I: 

C'l .... 
00 ell t; t; t; 0.. ell Q) -0 >::c os- ..... s:: -; u,..I:I ';:l 

-< Z '" s:: s:: ... ... ... 
~ 

> ..c -aU « 00 '" III III <IS ell > ..... 
E: ;:s ii: f-. <t: CCl ~ 0.. ~ ~ til ...... til ......... ~~ 

.... 
f-' 
f-' 
-< c:; . 0 
tx: 00 M ('() '<t 11'1 \0 r- oo ~ -
-< ·.;::Z ......_ ......_ - - - ..._ - - - - -oS", 

..... t"l M M M M M M 
~ M M fO') fO') 

> u'O --- ......_ --- - - - --- - - --< 00 ..... ..... ..... - ..... ..... -.....lu 0-
......_ 

"- --- - - - - - ....... - -~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 ~ M M M M M M t'} t"l M M ~ 

67 



.E 

.., 
--0 0. 0 ':::0 
Vl'-

'" OJ ... 
o 

u.. 

o 
N 

I~ 

-.:t -

..... N('<")-.:tI.l)\C)t-

;;:;;;.;-;;:;-;;:;~;;;--~~ -....-- .............................. --.. .................... 
_~_ ........ __.""'"""'_1"""""1 __ ....._, ............ ......._......_ .......... -- .......... 
00000000 
('<")('<")('<")('<")('<")('<")~('<") 

00 
o 
0-; 
\C) 

* * 

68 

00 -f'"l ....... 
....... 
o 
("<) 

o 

u 
o 

-o 
("<) 



VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

AMINI TAHSIL 





I >, '"' 

'" '" >'>1 "i'!:'" 
1.9:;: ~ -"' .... 
'.~~~I ~ ~ ~ ~ 
i g §'~, ~ Z Z Z Z 
:6';;; gl 
:8 ""._;:: 

~~ ~ Q.) iO::S '" .... IUI%l -I 
~0Q.) I -'" I .... ..c: I ~,o i'!: I'" I » 
~.= ... I » .... " 0 "''''''' '" '" I~E~ I ·080. 

"'~ - o u ~ 0\ 

'" >,-5 "'" Q.) 

iO"'~1 . '" .... '1j _ 

'" , 0 Q.) 
1::1'0 ... I ...>0: 

~ ... c 

~ 
. ~ oS .s '0"," I 0 0 0 0 1::10-

1'-) ....... "'''' ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ -=~o ~~oo 

.5 ~ 8 0_ 0 0 6 0 ~ "'""'_., o...~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ Z := JS + 

< ~c:o .... 
~ 

.... _ -
~ :0 :::: 11 0:1 ___ 

+--
~ .! 0 0:1 • i'!:21 -Z 

._..... -
bI),o I ::.:: :::..:: + ~.-rJ.C: 

< to ~ 5 ~ C ~I r- ~ E- o 
... 1::I .... ·0il ~~I 

::=" Ei 
..._, 

00 0'0 0 '" " ' ~ I ._ -
~ c: c _.t .- .... .... ~ '" 12 0 
E-- '_'clO.,c .... ... e '" 01 ,0 ....... Z ::c ::s E::: c" ..., 
~ ~- .... ~ <;j U U U 

..._, 
.; 8.,., 0:1 ~O ~ ~ _g I .~ .~ ::r: ::r: ::r: < "0 "" ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ VI'" N ~ ... 

I .~ .5 os; := ~ 
>0 ._ c 

'" 0 

~ ~ ~ ~t1! --- -0 6 ° c U "'" M 

<-5l .. ..c: .._, ..._, 
E-- ....... ~ U U ,.-... 

U 
0 < < ~ 

'-' 
~ 0:1 

::t" U c =i ..--.-~ .9 V') < rt'l 0\ - ..._,..._, 
~ -; 

~ ~ ~ :E U u 
::s "< r.l "0 

""' 
....... 

c; III ....... ,.-.. ""-"" ...,. rt'l _N 
< - '-' ........ _-
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~::r: 
~ .... C ... <Ll 

:>- o°;s! ....... 
~'~o_g - ..-.. ..-.. "" I = ~ 00 r- ........ 0 o-z U "'" "" ...... V'l 0\ 

"'" E-< S. '0 ~ ~ , V') 

"'" ('f'l "'" -1'-) 0 .._, .._.. ........ - ._, 
~ 

o c 0 E-< "'" V) '<t 00 '<t 0-0:I.c - r- oo V') 

00 '" - rt'l 'd;. 
Z :::s N" r--: '" C'<) ..... 
~ (il = U '" rU ... Q.) U .... 0"0 .... r- r- \0 C'<) ..., 
~ «I.e c «I 

'" ~ 
C'<) OC! ~ ~ 00 ~=~r; ('f'l 

0\ o o.~] tIS N M M 0\ 0\ 
~ "1:1 ..... '..c 0 00 

E-< .5 ~ M ..... V') .... -- tIS ...J ~ ..... .... 00 E-< ::r: 
< 

"''0 E-
°c * .... .... ..... 

* ell Uo:I 
S 

I: tIS Z au; N 'a C\I ..... ..... .... C\I -0:1- 's "1:1 q) .... ~ Z C\I ~ ..d .... 
...J < ~ u ~ < .... 
r/) 

::r:: 
-< 
E-- c . N M '<t 0 0 - - - ~ -.... ·.:;Z - '<t "'" "'" '<t Z 0:IQ.) ~ - -- - - -- 0'0 - ..... - -~ .38 -- 0- -- -- -- --0 0 0 0 0 
-< C""l M M M M ..., 

71 



'1"'1 

o 
1"'1 

t-

I::: 
I 

I"f" 

1M 
I-

I 

.... -t: --o 
M 

* * 

-o 
M 

t
O 
o 
OCJ 

v 
u 
~ 

--._., 

N -"f" --_ 
o 
M 

u 

-M 

M -~ ---.. o 
M 

o 
00 

-0 
0\ 

72 

o 
l(") 

00 

-o 
00 



-

'o 
CI) 

S 
<IS 

Z 

...l 

< 
z 
o 

I 
"0 ;::I,;, 

~ ·E § """" - (/)._ 
U c: .... 
til .... 

·ci rnZ 

1 C'~ 

1("'1 

1("'1 

I"""" 

1("'1 

-...... 
1("'1 

- ('f") 

- ("'I 

- M 

- """" 

73 

"';0 
(/}Z 
.... 
o 

1-

1-

.1 

I· I 

1("'1 

1("'1 ...... ('f") 

1-

1-



q g 
E;~,g 0 
Q.. Q.. <r) 

O~y g 
• "<I 0 0'1 

E-< f '<t 

o~g 
. c:>o 

Q.. ii: V 

o 
~ 
:l.. 

o 
V 

00 
('f') 

.... N 

-

.... 

I 

o 
Z -

-o 
Z 

I ... 

.... N 

IN 

IN 

- N 

_ ('f') 

@* 

74 



.... -

<IS 

'" ... 
<IS 

c; 
'0 
f-< 

'" ..c:: 
til ... ", 

"0'" 
f~~ 
til <.) 

t:: e 
~..o 
o c ..... -
'-.d 
O.,!: ., ~ 
§ 
Z 

ci 
Z 

@ 

""" ~ 
""" 

N 
('<) C'! 

t-
('<) 

"<:t 

........ 
~ 
0 
U ·a 
~ N 
'-" 
~ 
0 
U 

.;:j 

::E 

01-
0 00 
ex: ex: 
('<) N 

('<) 

x 
V') 00 
~ "": 
N 0\ 
1.0 V') 
('<) N 

-• .0 ..... 
0;1 .... 
0;1 
> ,..... 

·a 0;1 

~ ·s '-" .- <t: ..... ....... ..... 
0;1 ·a ... 
0;1 ·s > 
0;1 

~ -( 

75 

til 
til 
0> 
til 
V> 
0 
0. 
>. 

-;:; ... 
'" 0. 

"0 
.!! .... 
'" C-
O> ... 
til ... 
'" "0 
'0 
.d 

<> 
<.) 

.5 >", 

00 

B 

f;Iil 
~ = -< 
~ --< 
~ 

:>< 
f;Iil p:: 
~ 0 -< f-< 

U rIJ 
JJ.:I f;Iil p:: .... .... C t:l Z JJ.:I J;o;; 

" ~ -( -<ill 
~ 0 .... 

Z ;> 
f;Iil 

1=1 ~ .... f;Iil 

~ :><: .... 
C m 
Z t3 ~ -< c.. :j -( -;> 

~ 
0 
E-I m -...::t 

.,; 
.~ ... . i3 
Q) 

9. 
«I 
j;>, 
~ 
«I 

"S 
0 

,.t;l ... .... 
~ 

....... 
00 

'"0 
~ 
«I 

~ 
'"0 
Q) -~ 

:El 
§ 
.... go 
u 
..: 
Q) -'O~ 
~ 
«I 

~ 
'0 
Q) .... 

:E 
«I 

:El 
0 
CI 

""' ..... 
0 .... 
Q) 

,.t;l 

Eo-< 



o 
("') 

I -N 

o 
N 

I 
\0 -

on .-
I 

.-

o 
I 

-.0 

* on 
I o 

= . 
0 0 
'':::Z 
"'OJ 
"''0 
00 
...lU 

=0 
.2Z 
-;;08 ~ 
(,)0 

.3u 

c:: • 
0 0 
''::Z 
"'OJ (,)'0 
00 
..J U 

* 

76 

I 
I 
I 

+1 
I 

onl 
I 
I 

1 

I 
1 

01 
11 
("')1 

.... 
o OJ 
u bIl 
E ~ N '" ._ 
Z>-

'-o OJ 

OJ ~I 0 
~;::::: -Z;; 

§ ci 
'':: Z 
~ ~ 0'1 

I 
1,-
I 

0 

o 0 
....J U 

OJa OO 

I ~ ~ Z;; 
on I I J: I . _ c· i 
N 1 .g ~I 

I 13~It-o 0 I ....l U 

I 
I 
1 

~I 
JI 
-I 

I 
I 

I 
1 

1 

~I 
~I 

1 

I 
1 

I 
1 

* I 
'11 01 

I 
1 

I· 

.... 
o u 
u 00 

e ~ "'" 
~> 

c:: 0 .g Z 
'" OJ ,..., (,)'0 
o 0 
...lU 

'-o OJ 
OJ ell 
e::§ N '" ._ 
Z>- I 

I 

= 0 
.2 Z 
";;j Q) 
(,)'0 
o 0 
....lU 

N ------o 
("') 

* 



SECTION II 

TOWN DIRECTORY 





NUMBER OF CENSUS TOWNS IN THE DIFFERENT POPULATION 

SIZE-CLASS IN THE DISTRICT 

Population Class _ No. of Towns 

100,00l) and above 

50,000 - 99,999 11 

20,000 - 49,999 III 

10,000 - 1~,999 IV 

5,000 - 9,999 V 3 

Below ~MO VI 

LIST OF TOWNS IN THE DISTRICT 

(1) Minicoy 

(2) Kavaratti 

(3) Amini 
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CODES USED IN THE TOWN DIRECTORY 

NM - Non-Municipal 

System of Sewerage 

S Sewer 

OSD Open Surface arains- - -

Method of disposal of night soil 

ST Septic Tank latrines 

Protected Water Supply - Source and Capacity of Storage System 

W Well Water 

TK Tank Water 

TW Tube Well water/Hand pump 

Medical 

H 

D 

PHC -

'A' 

Hospital 

Dispensary 

Primary Health Centre 

Ayurvedic 

Recreational and cultural facifities 

PL 

RR -

Public Library 

Reading Room 
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URBAN/VILLAGE PRIMARY CENSUS ABSTRACT 

APPENDIX 

Total, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Population-Urban Block-wise 

Location 
Code No. 

1 

30/1/1 
30/1/1/1 
30/1{1/1(1) 
30/1/1/1(2) 
30/1/1/1(3) 

Name of Town/Wardl 
Urban Block-

2 

Minicoy 
Minicoy 
Pallissery Village 
Kudehi -Funhilol Village 
PaUissery-Kudehi and Funhilol 
Village 

Total population 

3 

6,658 
6,658 

768 
795 
712 

30/1/1/1(4) Alodi-Sedivalu-Rammidu Village 766 
30/1/1/1(5) Boduathiri Village 808 
30/1/1/ 1(6) Alodi-Sedivalu-Rammidu-

Boduathiri-Aoumagu Village 819 
30/1/1/1(7) Bada Village 706 
30/l/Ifl(8) Bada Village 643 
30/1/1/1(9) Fifty-Sixty Acres 641 

30! I/ll Kavaratti 6,604 
30fl/III I Kavaratti 6,604 
30/ I III/J(l) 669 
30Jl/II Jl (2) 745 
30/1/11/1(3) 625 
30/111111(4) 548 
30/1!II/l(5) 644 
30/1/11/1(6) 661 
30/1/H/J(7) 731 
30/1(11/1(8) 632 
30 j 1(11/1 (9) 669 
30/1/II/I(10) 680 

30fl/III Amini 5,367 
30/l/III/1 Amini 5,367 
30fl/In/I(I) Kodicherry 611 
30/ I /IIlfl(2) Kodicherry 639 
30fl/III/l (3) Purakkara 658 
30 II/III / I ( 4) Keela pallicherry 594 
30/1/IIII1 (5) Metapallicherry 695 
30/1/111/1 ,6) Melapallicberry 759 
301' IIIII 1(7) Edaniyam 621 
30 fI jIlIn (8) Edaniyam 790 

... There is'onty'one ward-eaeh in every- town. 
'\: No casto has been sehaduled in relatioll to this Union. Territory. 

133 

Scheduled Castest Scheduled Tribes 

--~-~---

4 5 

6,145 
6,145 

762 
787 
700 

745 
798 

807 
680 
570 
296 

5,585 
5,585 

620 
737 
594 
548 
609 
629 
724 
602 
281 
241 

5,143 
5,143 

593 
639 
658 
593 
582 
752 
543 
783 



ANNEXURE 

BOUNDARIES OF CENSUS CHARGES AND EXTElSTS OF 

CONSTITUENT El\UMERA nON BLOCKS 
. Town No. I 

MINI COY ISI.AND 

Enumeration Block 

I. Pallissery Village 

2. Kudehi-Funhilol Village 

3. Pallissery-Kudehi and 
Funhilol Village 

4. Alodi-Sedivalu-Rammidu 
Village 

5. Boduathiri Village 

6. Alodi-Sedivalu-Rammidu
Boduathiri-Aoumagu Village 

7. Bada Village 

g. Bada Village 

9. Fifty-Sixty Acres 

Town No. II 

KAVARATTI ISLAND 

1. 

De~cription 

East 0f main road upto seashore. From Kolumisqui (Mosque) up to the end 
of the island - J. B. School - Village office - HOllses from C- t - I to C-J- 116 

Part of Kudehi and Funhilol Village. East of main road up to seashore. 
Between Funhil,)l road and Kolumisqui - Co-operative Society (Branch) 
Jumapalli - House~ from C-I-117 to C-1-22-l. 

Part of Pallis:,ery. Kudehi and Funhilol villages. West of main road up to 
seashore. Between Korimagu road and Funhilol roal-Houses from C-I-225 
to C-I-349. 

Part of Alodi village - Houses from C-2-1 to C-2-fi6. Part of Sedivalu 
village - Houses from C-2-67 to C-2 - 98 and Rammidu village - Houses 
from C-2-9) to C-2-122. East of Central road up to seashore. 

East of Central road upto seashore belween Aoumagu village road and 
Rammidu village road - Houses from C-2-123 to C-2-238. 

Betwet:n Funhiiol village road and Aoumagu village road - west of Central 
road upto seashore - Part of villages Modi, Sedivalu, Ra:11midu, Boduathiri 
and Aoumagu _. Housts from C-2-239 to C-2-36S 

South of Aoumagu village road upto Bada Mosque - Telegraph office
Observatory. Houses fromC-3-l to C-3-IOS. 

Houses from C-3-106 to C-3-J85 beginning from Bada Mosque upto 
Co-operative So(icty, J. B. School, Mahila~amajam, Amin kutcherry and a 
few employees residential quarters - Houses from C-3-200 to C-3-·228. 

South of road kading from embarkation jetty to Power House, excepting a 
few employees residential quarters (houses fro rJl C-3-200 to C-3-228) upto 
the southern end of island - Hospital - Dak Bungalow - Light House -
Houses from C-3-186 to C-3-199 and C-3-229 to C-3-413. 

North of Kutcherry Jetty upto Sagarika (Government House). North-west 
corner of the island. From Katcherry Jetty main road upto Seashore along
side of Badherpalli anj Kundothpalli. Houses from C-l-I to C-1-144 
including Harbour Jetty, Fisheries Office, Mahilasamjam, Pazhaya-
paIli, Purathupalli 'and Rest House. . .. -



). 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Town No. III 

AMINI ISLAND 

1. Kodicherry 

2. Kodich~rry 

From the road leading from Kutcherry Jetty alongside of MarakkarapaIli, 
Nursery school upto seashore. East of enumeration block No I upto 
Nangamada House (C-l-lS3) at one end and Mythanoda House(C-1-272) 
at the other end - west of the road connecting these two houses u pto Govern
ment Employees quarters. House Nos. C-I-14S to C-1-272 including 
Kadathapalli, Puthiyapalli, Mathapalli and Co-operative Society (Branch). 

North of Marakkarappalli - Kanjarapalli upto seashore. South of enumera
tion block No.3 upto Jumapalli including, Kilarpalli Tharkiyathul Islam 
Madrassa,Edappalli Sha ikpalli and Kuda ppali. Houses from C-2-1 to C-2-1 09. 

From east of Kanjarapalli upto seashore including Kunnathpalli - Ujrapalli -
Ottavailpalli and Kulakkarapalli. Houses from C-2-11 0 to C-2-·21 O. 

From Marakkarapalli to Kannianapalli - East of Seethiyapalli, UhdpalJi and 
Elipalli - South of Hospital and Satellite Station - Houses from C-3-1 to 
C-3-106. 

North of Post Office up to Ediapalli - East of enumeration block No.5 upto 
seashore. Houses from C-3-107 to C-3-227. 

South of Kutcherry Jetty and Meiapalli upto Bailapalli and Handicraft 
Training Centre. East of Puthiyapalii and Arackalpalli upto seashore. 
Houses from C- 4-1 to C-4-135. 

ArackalpaJli to Marakkarapalli and on southern side upto Tharkiyathul 
Islam Madrassa (branch), including Cheriyedapalli, Chekkarapalli and 
Shaiknapalli. Houses from C-4-136 to C- +-246. 

South of Hospital, Sub-Court and Secrdariat upto the end of island. 
On the eastern side of the Central road leading from the embarkation Jetty 
to J. N. College including Guest House, Education office, Agriculture office 
Telephone Exchange, Employment Exchange,Dairy Poultry Farm Government 
Employees quarters from C-S-I to C-S-148. 

North of the road leading from Dak Bungalow to Secretariat upto the ond 
of the island. West of J. N. College and Co-operative store (branch, western 
side of the island) including Tahsildar's office, Police Station and I. S. P. W. 
Offices and residential quarters of employees from C-5-149 to C-5-302. . 

North-West shore of'the island. From ShaikpafIi (north) upto Thaiayapallj·. 
East of Thalayapalli upto Thiruvathapalli and Nerchapalli. South 
of Nerchapalli upto Puthiyapalli. Houses from C-l-l to C-I 120. 

North-East seashure of the island. East of Shaikpalli (north) and Thalaya
palli and north of Thiruvathapalli and Mohedeenpalli -House Nos. C-1-121 
to C-I-ISI. From NerchapaIJi to Tharapalli east of enumeration block 
No.8 - Houses from C-2-l to C-2-58. 
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3. Purakkara 

4. Keelapillicherry 

5. MeJapa llicherry 

6. Melapallicherry 

7. Edaniyam 

8. Edaniyam 

East of Nerchapalli and Ch~riyapalli upto seashore including J. B. School
Naranga palli - Sadanalipalli - Purakkara Purathupalli - Maulayapalli
House Nos. C-2-59 to C-2-172. 

North of Ujra Mosque - House Nos. C-3-1 to C-3-10 and south of Ujra 
Mosque upto the end of island - House Nos. C-3-11 to C-3-118 including 
Keelachapalli - ArakkalapalIi-Kunnathpalli - Assanapalli - Beeranpalli
Shaikpalli-East of Thottam (low lying area). 

On the costal line. south of Dak Bungalow upto Mateorological Observ
atory including VeJapurapalli - Cheriyapalli - Old Jamathpalli - Munsiff 
Court - Aminkutcherry - Sub-Treasury - Police station. Houses from 
C-4-1 to C-4-92, West of Puthiolipalli upto seashore. From Purthupalli 
upto the end of the island. House Nos. C-4-93 to C-4-171. 

South of P. W. D. office and Power House upto Puthiyolipalli and west of 
Thottam (low lying area) upto 5th enumeration Block including Alippalli -
Kawlayapalli - Syndicate Bank - Houses from C-4-172 to C-4-298. 

Houses on the coastal line north of Harbour office, Society Godown and 
Wireless Station upto Pandarathapalli - west of Jumathapalli - Sithiyapalli
Kundumpalli including Athammarakkarapalli - Shekinapalli - Houses from 
C-5-1 to C-5-146. 

North of Jumathpalli upto Pandarathapalli. East of Kundumpalli and 
AthammarakkarapaIli upto Thottam (low lying area) including SeethiyapalIi
Edappalli - S. M. Arabic College - Power House - Juma Mosque - Houses 
from C-5-147 to C-5-287 
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l. Part - I A & B 

2. Part - II A & B 

3. Pa rt - III A & B 

4. Part - IV A & B 

5. Part - V A&B 

6. Part - VI A &B 

7. Part - VII 

8. Part - VIIt A & B 

9. Part - IX . 
10. Part - X A 

11. Part -X B 

12. Part - X C 

13. Part - XI 

14. Part - XII 

15. Part - XIII A & B 

CE.[";SUS OF INDIA 1981 - LAKSHADWEEP 

PUBLICATION PROGRAMME 

- Administration Report - Enumeration and Tabulation 

- General Population Tables and Primary Census Abstract 

- General Economic Tables 

- Social and Cultural Tables 

- Migration Tables 

- Fertility Tables 

- Tables on Houses and Disabled Population 

- Household Ta bies 

- Special Tables on SC and ST 

- Town Directory 

- Survey Reports on Selected Towns. 

- Survey Reports on Selected Villages. 

- Ethnographic Studies 

- Census Atlas 

- District Census Handbook 
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