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DISTRIOT OE~SGS REPORT: 

No. 638R., dated Hazaribagh, the 29th August 1892. 
From-CoLoNEL C. H. GARBETT, Deputy Commissiouer, llazaribagh, 
To-The Commissioner, Chota )Iagpur Division. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following Census Report called for III 

Government Circular No. 6F.l!'., dated the 3rd October 1891. 

--_'---

REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF THE DISTRICT O~' HAZARIDAGH, 1891. 

HEAD I.-EARLY HISTORY, &c. 
THE district of llazaribagh is bounded on the nOl,th by the districts of Monghyr and 

Gaya . on the east, by the Sontbal Parganas. BirbhulD, and Man bhum districts; on the south, 
by th~ Lohard.aga district, and o? the west, by the Pa~amau and G~ya districts. It is natur
ally divided mto two parts (VIZ. p~I'gana Kharagdlha and Raj Ramgar, as at present 
called) by the line of ghut8 under whICh the Grand Trunk Road ruus. Towards the end of the 
18th century, we find that Kharagdiha and l{amgar formed part of a British district named 
Ramgar, administered by a civi~ian, who held the offices .of Judge, Magistrate, and Collector. 
rrhis district of Ramgar occupIed an area nearly three tImes as great as that of the present 
Hazaribagh district. The. Ramgar district was abolished i~ 1~33, and pm'gana8 Kharag
diha Kendi, and Kunda, wIth the large estate of Ramgar conslstmg of 16 parganas, became 
part 'of the South- 'Yestern Frontier Agency, and were ,formed into ?' d.istrict unde~ the name 
of Hazaribagh, With a total area of 7,021 square mIles. The distrICt boundanes as then 
fixed have undergone no changes since. 

2. The distribution of races in the district is mainly traceable to its geographical 
position. On the north and north-east, IIazaribagh forms the highway between Bihar and 
Bengal Proper; and on the south and south-west, it passes into, and takes its character from, 
the central highlands, the home of the non-Aryan races. A continuous stream of Hindu
stani settlers from Bihar poured into the district through the passes in the hills that define the 
frontier to the north. The aborigines fell back before the advance of the new settlers, 
and as time rolled on, became merged, to a greater or less extent, in the ordinary Hindu 
population. 

3. No ancient indigenous division of the district is traceable. 

HEAD IT.-MOVEMENT OF THE PoprLATION. 

4. The num,?er of persons inha,?iting the d~strict in 1881 was 1,104,742. The present 
population, accol'dmg to the c~nsus Just taken, IS 1,164,321. .. ~here has,. t~erefore, been an 
increase of 59,579 persons, or 5'09 per cent. The Sadar subdIVIsIOn, consIstmg of 11 thanas, 
shows a population of 681,824 persons, giving an increase of 12,586 persons, or 1'88 per cent. 
The smallness of the increase is due to the C?Dstant and extensive emigration which has been 
going on since the past several year~ owmg to bad harvests and other causes. Thana 
Chorparan shows th~ largest decrease, Vl~., 7,525 person_s, or 10'69 per cent. as compared with 
1881. This thana IS the tract of the dIstrICt most subJeot to fammes and scarcity. During 
most of the last ten years, thana Chorparan has been more or less unfortunate in its harvests, 
with the result that this part of the district has been the great reoruiting ground for emigrants 
to all parts of Assam and Bengal. The heavy emigratIOn alluded to has madeitsel£ mO!'lt 
perceptibly felt in ~ifferent ways in the greater part of the S?,da.r subdivision. Wages have 
risen, and labour. IS now hardly procurable for wor~ ?n. the dls~rl.c~ roads and for ?onducting 
agricultural operatIons. On the other ha.nd, the. Gll'ldih subdIVIsIOn shows an mcrease of 
46993 persons, or 10'87 per cent. The mcrease IS partly due to natural causes and partly 
to'the opening of a large number of mica, coal, and othor mines, which has attr~cted labour 
from other parts of the district, as well as from other districts. 

5. The census: figures. disclose that 4'u9 per cent. of the male population of the district 
were born outside its limits, most of these were born in the bordering districts of Gaya, Lohar
daga Manbhum, and M onghyr. From the occupations followed by these men, it would seem 
that 'they had come into the district at di~erent times in search of land or employment and 
ended by settling down. Some have settled m the towns of Razaribagh, Chatra, and Giridih, 
and the rest in rural tracts in different parts of the district. The collieries at Giridih appear 
thus to have attracted about four thousand of the foreign-born population. The foreign 
element also comprises persons found on the census night in the chatti situated in the different 
parts of the districts. 

6. The places shown as towns in 1872 and 1881 were Hazarihagh, Ichak, and Chatra. 
All these had munioipal organizations down to 1883-84, in which year the municipalrty of 
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Ichak was abolished owing to the reduced condition of the place, caused by the removal of 
t.he head-quarters of the Ramgar Raj from Ichak to Pudma. Though the population of the 
place is more than 5,000, it has not this time been shown as a town, owing to the really 
rural character of the population. On the other hand, Giridih, the. subdivisional head-quarters, 
is daily rising in importance, and may now be rightly considered a town. 

HEAD III,-VARYING DENSITY OF THE POPULATION. 

7. The district is 7,021 square miles in extent, and by the recent census the population 
is 1,164,321, the general average for the district being thus 165'83 persons to the square mile, 
as against 157'35 in 1881, and 110 in 1872. The population is very unequally distributed in 
different parts of the district, The most thickly populated thanas are Kharagdiha, Hazari
baO'h, ,and Ramgar with more than 200 persons to the square mile; the thinnest populated 
th::nas are Jageswar and Simaria with 100 and 97 persons to the square mile respectively. 
The causes of the changes since 1881 are the same as those which have affected the whole 
population of the district, viz., emigrat.ion. 

HEAD TV.-RELIGION. 

8. The accompanying table shows the distribution of the different religions In the 
district in the years 1872, 1881, and 1891 :.-

YEARS. Hindus. Musulmans. Jains. Christians. [AbOrigines. 

1 [ 2 3 4 5 I 6 7 

1872 ... 83'96 9'38 ... '20 6'47 l 
1881 .. , 83'71 9'63 ... '04 6'63 Jper cent. 

1891 ... 82'27 9'83 '05 '07 7'76 

Of the 600 J ains found in the district, 627 were in the thanas of Giridih and Dumurhi, 
either at Parasnath-held sacred by them-or on their way thither. Of the 889 Christians 
318 are Europeans and Eurasians and 571 Native Christians, against 348 Europeans and Eura~ 
sians and 262 Native Christians in 1881, and 1,403 Europeans and Eurasians and 170 Native 
Christians in 1872. In 1872 the number of European~ and Eurasians was large owing to 
Hazaribagh being then a military cantonment. The number of Native Christians has 
increased from 262 to 571 within the last ten years through missionaries' exertions. 

HEAD V.-INFIRl\IITIES. 

9. A statement is annexed showing the number of persons of different religions, afflicted 
with the four great infirmities, in eaoh of the thanas in the distriot :-

INSANE, I DEAF.MUTE, I BLIND, I LEPER. 
-

TlI .. I.l'U.B. \. 

Males, Females. Males. Females. I Males. I I ~t;)J.naieB. Males. 
j Females. 

\ 

1 

Hazaribagb .. , 

Jageswar ... 

2 

... Hindu 
Musulman 

•. , Hindu ... 
lIlusulman 
Santal ... 

10 Hindu ... 
1 Santal ... 

I; Hindu ... 
1 Musulman 
1 Bediya ... 

I 

5 

6 llindu 4~ \ Hindn ' .. 
1 Musullnan 7 Musulman 

Christian 1 
I 

1 Hindu ... 22 1, Hindu .. . 
1 Musulman 1 Munda .. . 

6 

38 Hindu '" 50 
6 Musulman 11 

8 
1 
:I 

Christian 1 

Hindu 24 
1\lusulm~~ 1 
Santal ... 1 
Munds. ... 1 
Bed~Y/~ ... 2 
Hin u 18 

7 8 

, 
Hindu ... 50 Hindu ... 
Musulman '1 Musulman 
Santal ... 1 

Hindu ... 
Musalman 
Santal .. ' 
Bediya ... 

9 

6 Hindt' ... 2 
2 :r.ruBulman 1 

Santal ... 1 

8 Hindu 
1 Santal 
S Bediya 
1 

.•• 5 

... T 
2 

Ramgar ... ... Hindu ... 2 Hindu ... 

1 Santal '.' 3 \ Santal ... 

4 Hindu .• , 13 Hindu ... 10 
:llusulmau 1 l'tInsulmnn 1 
1\lunda... 3 Munda... 2 

1\1 u s uh:llli~ 2 

Kole .. , 1 
Hindu ... 28 
Musulman 2 
Santal .. , 7 
Munda... 1 
llediya... 1 
Hindu ... 30 
1\-Iusulman 2 
Santal '" 3 
Munda... "" 
Bediya .. , 2 

Hindu .. , 
Munda ... 
Kole 

8 
2 

Hindu 
Munda 

... 8 
'" 1 

Kasmar 

Harhi 

Bagodar 

Cho.tra 

H unterganj ... 

... Hindu ••• 
Musulman 

... Hindu ... 

Nil 

... Hindu .. , 

3 Hindu .. , 
1 Santal ... 

1 Unknown 

Hindu ... 

5 Nil 

Kole ... 1 
Bediya ... "" 

1 Hindu ." 20 Hindu ... 19 
1 Santal ", 6 Santal ... 1 

Kole ... 1 Kole ... 1 
1 Hindu .. , 3 Hindu ... 7 

1 Hindu .. , 21 Hindu ... 12 
]\!(o.lsulman 2 
Hindu ... 15 Hindu ... '1 

... Hindu ... 2 Hindu ... 2 Hindu .~ 13 Hindu ... 15 

S::mtal ... 1 
llIunda ... 9 
Kole .. , 2 
Bediya ... 5 
Hilldu ... 19 
Santal ... 1 

Hindu .. , 1 

Hindu 15 
1t1usulman 1 
Hindu 19 
J\oIusalma.~ 5 
Hilldu . .. 12 

Hindu ... 
Santal ... 

Hindu 
Musulm~;;' 
Hindu 
]01 usulmaii 
Hindu 
Musalma:~ 
Hindu 
1\1 usalman 

16 Hindu ... 
S Kole 

8 Hindu 
3 'Musulma.;;, 

1'1 Hindu ... 
3 

30 Hindu ... 
S 

18 Hindu ... 
1 

1 Santa.l 

s Hindu 
1 Kole 

Santal 
2 Hindu 
1 
5 

2 Hindu 

8 Hindu 

. .. 1 

... 2 ... 1 ... 2 ... 1 

... 2 

... 6 

__.,----~------~------~------~------~------~------~----~-------
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I\SANF DEAF·MLTE llLIND LEPER 

THANAS. 

Males. 

2 

SImaria HIndu 
Mnsulman 

Chorparan Hmdu 
linsulman 

'I'undwa NIl 

Gmdlh HIUdu 
MusulmUi 

Dllmurhl 
!HlOdU Musulman 

Kodarma Hlndn 

Ganwan 
Musulman 
Hmdu 
Musulman 

Females. 

il 
I 

3 HUldu 
1 

Hmdu 

3 

Males 

I flUldn 

2 Hmdu 

1 Hmdu 
MUBulman 

_I
I 
I 

Females 

22 Hmdu 

19 HIndu 
Afusulman 

19 Hmdu 
2. 1I1usulman 

llfales remal(s. 

6 

I 
13 Hmdu 14 Hmdu 

Musulman 
S.il1tal 
Kole 
Hwdu 16 HIndu 28 

2 Mn.ulman 2 

Males 

8 

22 Hmdll 
1 ,'I1usulman 
4 
1 

37 Hmdu .. 

i I ~~'i:u. 1~ :t~'i:u .. 'i ~'::!l 
'Il:unda... 1 

Females. 

9 

21 Hmdu 
1 MUBulman 

8 Hmdn 

3 Hmdn 
1 eantal 

4 
1 

3 

2 
1 

Hmdu .. 3
1 

JH",I,undu 33 HIndu 21 Hmdu 59 Hmdu 59 TImdu 6 Hmdu 5 
2 Musulman 1 lIillsulman 6 Musulman 6 Mu,ulman 1 Kole .. 2 

4 1 Hmdu 
1 

1 Hmdu 
1 
4 Hmdu 
1 

Musulman 8 Santal 1 Santal 1 Santal 2 Musalman 1 
Kole 3 Kole 1 

S Hmdu 18 Hmdu 6 Hmdu 18 Hmdu 29 Hmdu 5 Hmdu 
Musulman 4 .Tam 1 Musulmau 3 Musulman 1 Sautal 
Santal ... 2 Santal 3/ :a~\eaI i Santa! 1 

1 Hmdu 18 Hmdu 7 Hmdu £0 Hmdu 27 Hmdu 6 Hmdu 
Musulman 4 Musulman 3 lIIu,ulman 5 Musulman 1 Musulman 1 

3 Hmdu n Hmdu 11 Hmdu 84 Hmdu 38 Hmdu q Hmdu 
Musulman 1 Musulman 3 Mu,ulman 2 Musulman 3 Musulman 1 

1 
:I 

Kharagdlha Hmdu 
Suntul 2 ;'anhl 2 Santal 1 

9 Hmdu. 6 Hmdn 07 Hmdu 44 Hmdu 66 Hmdn 76 Hmdu 13 Hmdu .. , 4 
;I{ubulman 2 MU.lllmau 7 MUBulman 71 )\fusulman 1 Musulmall 10 Musulman 1 

Santal 1 San tal 1 Santal 2 Santal 1 ---- ---- ----- ----------------------
Hmdu 58 Hmdu •• 3~ Hmdu .. , 358 Rmdu 243

1 

Hmdu 412

1

.1lllldn 516 Hmdu 94 Hmdu 65 

Musnlman 11 MUBulman Musulman 82 Musulman 24 Musulman 36 Musulman 46 Mu,ulman 10 Musulmsn 3 
Sautul 1 'antal Santal l4 Santa' 4< Jom 1 Santal ... 26 Santal 7 Santal 15 

Bedlya Jam.. 2. \lund,. d ChrIStIan 1 Alund... 6 Munda 2 Munda • 1 
Unknown OhrlstIan 1 Kale 1 Santal 8 \ Kole 5 Kale 2 Kole 3 

1

M unda 3 M unda 11 Bed,ya 3 lledlya. 1 llcdlya ... 2 
Kole 2 Kole 71 

1 ________ BedIY,, __ 4 _____ Bedlya __:_ ____________ _ 

Total I 71 4IJ 414 275 4831 GOO 116 7~ 
__________ ~l_ \ 1 ____ _ 

10. No special definitions of insanity and leprosy were given to the enumerators, but 
it is believed that all persons of deranged mind and suffering from black leprosy, were enteled 
as insanes and lepers, respectively. No generalizations can be safely based on these figures 
in their present isolated condition. 

HEAD Vr.-EDUCATION. 

11. Education has been making slow, but steady, progress in the district. The numbers 
of schools, pupils, and literate persons have nearly doubled within the last ten years. The 
following table gives the proportion whioh each of the three presoribed grades of educational 
attainments bear to one another:-

SEX. Learnmg. Literate. Ilhterate. 

1881. I 1891. I 

____ 2_---'--1-3 [ -~=-:-i -5 ---'---6 -'--7 1 

1891. 1881. 1891. 1881. 

Males 1'01 389 2'12 9499 9687 

Females '09 '04 '11 '09 9980 9987 

_\_--~------~------- -------_ 

12. The percentage of males able to read and write is 15'50 for Hindus, and 4'72 for 
Muhammadans, as agamst 3-33 for Hindus and 2-76 ~or Muhammadans in 1881. Among 
the aboriginal races, out of every thousand, eight persons oan read and write, while In 1881 
the number was five. The inorease of 1,149 in the number of Sonthal pupils during the 
last 20 years, is due to the opening of Sonthal schoois under the Pachamba Mission. 

HEAD VII.-LANGUAOE. 

13. The prevailing language in the distriot is Kaithi-Rindi. 
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HEAD VITI.-OASTES, &u. 

14. The Bhuiyas are the most important class of people in the district. 'They were in 
early times the masters of the country. Acrording to Oolonel Dalton, they are a Dravidian 
race, Bnd came into the country by the north-eastern route and were driven into these 
jungly tra('ts by the Kolarian races who followed them by the Bame route. l'he Sonthals 
had, according to their traditions, pushed themselves as far as Ohai and Ollampa, now two 
or the parganas situated in the centre of the district; but they were then driven back by 
the Bhuiyas towards the east whence they had come, and since then they have been 
confined to their cour,try, the Sonthal Parganus, a few of them only remltining in the 
extreme east of this district, principally in a narrow strip of country on the borders of the 
Sonthal Parganas, i,f., in the extreme eastern portions of thrmas Ganwan, Kharagdiha, 
Giridih, and Dumurhi under the old Blm:ya (now generaily called Ghatu'ars) zamindars of that 
locality. The llhlliyas were f'imilarly pushed back from the south of the district by the 
Kols, who have made the dil:ltrict of Lohardaga their home and chief abode, and who, in this 
district, are confilJed to a narrow strip on the southern borders. 

At the time of 1,he Aryan conquest, and np to the time of the Mughul Government, the 
distrwt bclonged to Bhuiya Ohiefs, the tcrritory of eaoh forming the rudiments of the 
future parganas of Todnr Mull. The ruins of the old fortifications of these Ohiefs are even 
now to be seen in almost every village, which lends its name tf) the pargana or tract of 
country surround:ng it. Subsequently, these Ohiefs were reduced to the condition of tenure
holders by two families, viz., the ancestors of the present zamindars of Ramgar and Dhan
Wit. ']'hose who came under the sway of the Dhanwa family (and whose lands occupy 
the ('ntire e.:dpTIRivc parljl1nas of Kharag-diha) made themselves indf'pendent samillda1's at 
the time of the British conquest. These iawlhnlder Bhniyas and their kinsmen form the 
present Ghatwar caste. Recently, however, they have commenced to call themselves Suraj
bansi Rajputs. 

Ac(·ording to the census of 1881, the Bhuiyas anogether numbered 131,003 souls, and 
stood at the head of tho distriot list of oastes. '} his number, however, represents the Bhuiyas 
proper ody. With them must be included their sub-castes, viz., (1) the Bhogtas called 
also Gongha~, Deswaris or Deswalis, (2) the !fusahars, (3) the Rajwars, and (4) Ghatwars 
or Ghatwals, including those of them who have commenced to call themselves Surajbansi 
Rajputs. 

Leaving these aE>iue. the Bhuiyas proper have considerably <Increased sinee the last 
('ensns. They now number only 99,031 souls. '1'hey form the principal labouring class and 
make thE' 'Lest emigrants for the tea districts. The resnlt is that large numbers of them 
have emiglated }Jermanently ido Assam and Gachar and other tea planting districts. The 
uumler of emlgrants registered in the office of the DC'lJuty Commissioner between 1881-82 
and 1891-92 is 35,329, and it ean be safely asserted that at least three-fourths of that number 
belollgpd to the Bhuiya olass. Furthermore, temporary emigration to the Duars and 
"Burma has la181y become very popular with the Bhuiyas, and thousands of them leave 
the district every YE'ar in October and November and return to their homps in June and 
July in time for the cultivation BraBon. Owing to the above, a lllul'h larger number of 
Bhuiyas were teml,orarily absent in Pebruary lR91 than in "Febrnary 1882. The above
mentioned causes explain the diminution in the numbers from 131,003 in 1881 to 99,O:n 
in 1891. 

15. Th(' Goalas, who stood 2nd in the district list of castes in 1881, now head the list. 
'1'bey follow both pastural and agricultural pursuits, and never emigrate. They numbered 
129,445 sou:s in lk81 and they now J}uD1u('r 13:J,805. Thf'y f'lIm, according to Oolonel 
Dalton, the Olig-inal backbone of the Aryan race of India, and their present number tends 
towards the establishment of that hypothesis. 

16. Next in order of numbers come the KUl'mi,Q. '1'he Kurmis of Hazaribagh, as seem 
to be testified by their physiognomy, are llot the Aryan Kurmis of Bihar. They much 
resemble the Sonthalf', and it would, in many cases, be almost impossible to distinguish a 
representative Kurmi from a representative Son thaI. '} hey aro mainly an agricultural class. 
They numbered 62,144 in 1881, und now number 71,065 souls. 

17. The 4th in order are the Koi1'is, an agricultural and horticultural class. They 
numbered 41,495 in 1881, and now number 44,700. '1 hey are the market gurdeners of tho 
country. So far as this district is concerned, there is nothing to show the existence of the 
supposed affinity between this and the preceding class (the Kurmis), the Koiris standing 
much higher in the scale of Hindu society. 

18. Next come the Teli8 or oil-pressers. They number now 44,372 against 42,319 in 
188l. Like thp Goalus, they are to be mot with in almost every distriot. 

19. 'rhe 6th olass in point of numbers are the Ullatu'ars or Ghutu'als, who now number 
40,256. 1'he caste is It oomparatively recently created one. They were all originally 
Bhuiyas and represent the pre-historic and non-Aryan landholders of the country On 
subjugatiOD.DY the Aryan conqucrers, they all became tennre-ho:ders under the new-comers, 
and it w['s by an accident that during the British couqufst the Ghatwars of pargana 
Khal'agdiha were installed as zamindar8 directly under Government. When made tenure
holders, they were all p~aced in charge of ghrds and passes to look after the safety of 
travellers, "hmce their name, or ratber title, which has now become a caste, held to be 
supClior to the Bhuiyas, to whioh class they !leem to have formerly belonged. By reason 
of their influence as landholders and feudal Ohiefs, mboldinate to, and maintained by, the 
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former Hindu Rajas, they have risen in the social scale, and now constitute a ('aste rather 
high in the scale of the Hindus. The upper and well-to-do members of this cluss have 
recently commenced to call themselves SurajLansi l-?ajputs, and the middle class of them 
Babhans; while only the poorest and lowest of them admit themselves to be Ghatwars by 
caste. None of them, however, admit their affinity with the original parent stock. They 
numbered 3~,441 in 188!. 

20. Seventh, the Chamars form a soci.al necessity in every village, and so are to be found 
everywhere in the district. This is one of the semi-IIinduised aboriginal classes and stands 
very low in the social scale. ThC'y numbered 40,981 in 1881, and now number only 39,266. 
The decrease is probably owing to emigration. 

2!. Eighth, the Bhngtw3 now number 37,519. Their numbers are not given in the 
former census report, though they form a very important class in tho district. r.rhey are 
mostly cultivating raiyats with rights of occupancy, and some of them are landholders like 
the Ghatwars. '1'hey appear to be llhuiyas, pure and simple, and seem to be separated from 
the latter by their landed interest only. 

22. Next come the EaJputs, numbering 34,1<33 souls agai.nst 37,404 in 1881. The 
reduction is apparent only as tho Bandawats, who are a completely separate class of H,ajpnts, 
numbering according to the present census 6,835 souls and who stand 24th in the list, 
have been classed separately this time. 

23. The 10th class in the list are the .Ka/tars, tho menial servant class in this part 
of the country. They now number 31,977 souls against a6,84!) in 1881. This diminution 
is inexplicable, and it can only be accounted for on the supposition that there has been some 
mistake either in the present or in the former numbering, or that some other class was inoluded 
in their number in the oellSUS of 1881. 

24. The 11th class, the highest in. the Hindu l'ystem, are the Brahml1n.~. They 
now number 31,013 souls agninst 2tl,422 in 1881. Nothing need be said of this well-known 
caste. 

25. The 12th on the list aro the Barhis, the carpenter class. They now number 
26,692 souls against 25,070 in 1881. 

2G. The HaJJams cow number 25,635 against 23,659 in 1881. Regarding this class 
also, notbing particular need be saill. 

27. The 14th class includes the BaMan.~, a very important and high caste cultivator 
class. They claim to belong to the 1st class of the mixed castes mentioned by Manu, viz., the 
production of lawful marriages between Brahman males and Kshatriya females. Their appear
anoe and the customs they follow support this contention. In appearance, they are generally 
fine-looking men with true Aryan and Ksbatriya fea1ure~, and in tbe matter of customs they 
are conceded to elljoy three out of the six privileges of the Brahmans. In the social scale 
they stand above the Kayasthas and vie with the Kshatriyas. Some hold them to be the 
mythic Bhuiyas, whom JarasalJdho, the renown(jd king of Magadh, converh'd to Brahmans, 
and hence they ar£' sometimes Rtyled Bhllinhar, i.e., land-reclaiming Brahmans. But as 
r have observed ab0ve, they fle"lm really to be what they claim to be, viz., a mixture of the 
Brahman and KshatIiya castes. They now number 25,727 souls against ~!),596. The 
reduction in their numbers is unacconntable, 11n:ess it be assumed that some othel" class 
formerly got themselves included amongst the Babhans. 

28. The 15th place is occupied by tbe Dosadhs, semi-Hinduised aborigines like the 
Chamars and Doms. They hold a very degraded position in society and form the principal 
souroe from which the chaukidl1rs and the village messengers (the Goraits) are recruited. 
They now number 25,252 souls, against 26,729 in 1881. The small decrease may be 
accounted for on the basis of emigration. 

29. ~ext come the Kumhars, a necessary concomitant OI all Hindu society, which 
cannot do without its potters. They stand fairly high in the social scale, being one of the 
high caste Sudras for whom the Brahmans can officiate as priests without incurring any 
degradation. They now number 21,322 souls, against 21,966 in 188l. The deorease is 
inconsiderable and needs no comment. 

30. Next in order stand the Turis, a olass allied to, and carrying on. the same profession 
as the DOlmdhs and the Dams, with whom, however, they do not intermarry. They now 
number 20,778 souls, against 17, ~29 in 188!. 

3!. Eighteenth olass-the Sunris or manufacturers and vendors of country spirits. 
They appear to have been formerly Banias, but o.re now degraded an account of their 
low profession acoording to Hindu ideas. They number 16,682 souls, against 17,576 in 
188!. 

32. Next (tho 19th class) come the Stlkyat's, a very important cultivating class and 
rather high in the scale of society. I do not find mention of them in the former 
census report, though they form a considerable population in the district: they now number 
13,491 souls. The only permanent service they take to is that of gardeners (mahlf), 
and the only temporary service they perform is that of carriers of load on the shoulders 
(Bhanghi bearers). I do not understand why this considerable caste was not separately 
shown in the census report of 1881. 

33. 'rhe 20th class comprises the Redias, formerly a nomadic raco, A large numEer 
of them ha.ve settled in the southern portions of the district, and have taken to agricultural 
purs·uits. 'rhey no longer follow the profession of snake-charmers, nor travel about as beg
gars, and now oonstitute a regular caste in the distriot and number 10,886 souls. They werE:> 
not separately classified as the time of the preoeding census. 
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34. Next come the Dhobis, class No. 21, who number 10,568 souls against 11,872 in 
1881. They stand low in society on account of their profession. They are, as a matter of 
course, a very necessary class in society. 

35. The next class the 22nd, Kamal's or Lohal's (iron-smiths), stand somewhat highol' 
in the sbCial scale. They number now 10,068 souls against 7,845 according to the returns 
of 1881. 

36. Then come the Kayasthas, the olass now next in importance to the Brahmans. 
They stand 23rd in the district list. They number 9,413 souls, against 9,282 in 1881. 

37. The 24th on the list are the Rafwars, who have been considered to be a seotion 
of the Bhuiyas. They number 9,160 souls, against 9,291 in 1881. There is this peouliarity' 
,regarding this clas~ in this district that they are not scattered like the kindred olasses 01 
Bhuiyas, Bhogtas, and Ghatwars, but are confined to a narrow strip of the district bordering 
on Gaya, whioh is the real home of the class, and which contains tho largest number of them. 
H they were really Bhuiyas, one would expect them to be more scattered in a country in 
which they were masters in anoient times. The above oiroumstanoe leads one to think that 
these Rajwars are more probably Bhars, who called themselves Rajbhars, whioh has now been 
modified into Rajwars. The Bhars were dominant in the district of Gaya, and hence, prob
ably, the numlrers of this class in this district are confined to the limited tract referred to, 
bordering upon their old home. In 1872, the Ehars and the Rajwars were returned as num
bel'ing 5,8.~8 and 1.265 souls, respectively, total 7,103; in 1881, they were shown as 
numbering 18 and 9,291 souls, respectively, total 9,309, and now they number 726 and 9,160, 
respectively. This also leads one to conclude that the Rajwars belong to the Bhar rather 
than to the Bhuiya class, and that the two have gradually been incorporated into one class. 
. 38. In the 25th class stand the Bandawats, who were very probably classed with the 
Rajputs in two previous censuses. They are, however, a kind of degraded Rajputs, being 
indIgenous. They are not admitted into society by the real Rajputs. The class is almost 
completely confined to this district, and its members are both landholders and well-to-do 
cultivators. Their fine physique and good features seem to show that their claims to be 
considered as Rajputs are not altogether illfounded. 

39. The 26th class are the Malians, fisliers by caste and profession. They are a 
degraded people, and numbered 3,475 in 1881 and now number 7,059 souls. They some-
what resemble aborigines. • 

40. The 27th plaoe is oooupied by the Doms, a class allied to the Dosadhs and Turis. 
They form a very low class, and carryon very low professions. They number 7,576 souls 
against 7,962 in 1881. It is a class acceptable to .the cooly recruiters, and the reduction in 
their numbers is probably due to emigration. 

41. ~'wenty-eighth, the Ballias. 1.'hey are not 28th in the order of number, but the 
largest class of them, viz., the Barnawars, occupy that place. Tn,king all the Banias together, 
they number 44,811, as per details given below. In the enumerators' schedules they have 
been entered with their sub-castes, except a few w}lo were returned as Banias only:-

Bania 29,098 Khatri 1,986 
Bais 441 Mahuri 3,670 
Baisya 2 Nichodia .. 642 
Barnwar 6,4-34 Runiar ... 161 
Gandha Banik 3 Sinduria ... 1,239 
Jaswar ... 793 --
Kasarwani 313 Total •.. 44,811 
Kasojan ... 29 

Their numbers place them 11th in the list, i.e., between the Kahars and the Brah
mans. The Kabars are conceded the title of Bania and they themselves call themselves so, 
though, as a matter of fact, they are very little removed from the Suuris. The Vaisyas, 
though called Bania, stand high in the scale of society, as representing the real third class 
of Manu. 

42. The 29th on the list are the Sonars, who are now a separate caste, though consid
ered by some to be a sub-caste of the Subarnabaniks. They number 6,558, a.gainst 6,862 
in 1881, and 4,352 in 1872. 

43. The 30th on the list are the l11u.~ahar8, .the rat-eating Bhuiyas. They are in faot 
degraded Bhuiyas. They number now 5,704 souls against 8,753 in 1881. They are popular 
as emigrants, and emigration probably accounts for the decrease in their numbers. 

44 'l'he Kandus stand 31st. This is a olass allied to the Halwais, but somewhat 
below them in status. They number 5,520 souls, against 6,869 in 1881 and 5,087 in 1872. 
'rhe decrease is unaccountable. 

45. 'rhe representatives of the other castes number less than 5,000 eacb. Of tliese 
the most...considerable are-

1 82nd Lobar 15,166 6. 37th Halwai 2,704 
2 33rd Ghasi 3,942 7. 38th Hari 2;()55 
-3. 34th Gosain 3,763 8. 39th Barui or Barya. ... 2,394 
4:. 35th Pasi 3,353 9. 40th Mali ... 1,377 
5. 36th Mahili 3,774 10. 41st Bauri - 1,557 
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46. Besides the above-mentioned, there are 39 other small castes; the numbers of each of 
these fall short of 1,500, and it is not necessary to make any partioular mention regarding 
them. 

47. In regard to sooial precedence, it becomes extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
to classify the people upon the principle of social precedence after a oertain point. 

(1) The Brahmans, as a matter of course, stand first without dispute. 
(2 & 3) The second place belongs either to the Babhans or Rajputs, who dispute 

precedence, eaoh claiming to stand higher than the otber. 
(4) Fourth in the social scale come the Kayasthas. These four castes stand undis

putedly above the others. 
(5) After them come the castes from whom the Brahmans consent to take water, 

but it is extremely difficult to place them exactly. Perhaps, however, the next place may 
be allotted to the .Bania. The Bania may be primarily divided into two classes, whioh 
may be styled the higher and lower subdh;isions. The higher Banias are those who 
do not remarry their widows and are grouped looally as the "Biahut" Banias. These 
are the Bais, Agarwala, Khatri, and Jaswar. The other Banias, who are grouped as 
the " Sagahut," and allow the sagai marriage of their widows, take a much lower 
position in the matter of caste precedence. 

(6) In the same manner, the Goalas are divided into two classes, viz., the Gosains 
and the Kishnouts, the former not allowing, and the latter allowing, widow-marriage. The 
first claim a superi.ority over the second. 

(7, 8, 9, 10, & 11) A similar division into two olasses exists amongst all the superior 
Sudras, viz., the Lohars, Barhis, Hajjams, and Kumhars, and the Sonars who ocoupy in this 
distriot a similar position. 

(12) The Telis proper are a very low class in this part of the country. Their water is 
not taken by the superior olasses. But the seotion of them oalled Tambulis are a class equal 
to the superior Sndras. The Telis make oil, while the Tambulis sell betel-leaves. 

113) The Baruis and Tumbulis take equal rank. The former are the produoers 
and wholesale dealers of betel-leaves, while the latter are retail vendors and also sell 
prepared pan. 

(14) The Ghatwars may be plaoed next. Being the landholding section of the 
Bhuiya oaste, they have raised themselves so far that even Brahmans now consent to deal 
with them as with the other superior Sudras. The highest amongst them have recently 
oommenoed to oall themselves Surajbansi Rajputs, in order to olaim a higher position. 

(15) The Koiris are a very important olass. They are all oultivators and market 
gardeners. 

(16) The Kahars, the great servant class, oome next 
(17) The Kandus are almost equal to the Halwais and carryon a similar profession; 

the confeotionery they make being somewhat ooarser'than that prepared by the IIalwais. 
(18) The Sukiyars, a well-to-do cultivating olass, who, however, fall into the lower class 

of Sudras, as their water is not taken by the superior IIindus. 
(19) We may then place the Dhobis-the washermen of the country-a.nd 
(20) The Sunris, both of whom stand low in the scale on acoount of their professions. 
(21) Next may be plaoed the Hinduised Sonthals, viz., the Kurmis. 
(22) In the lowest group oome the Bhuiyas with the allied olasses of Bogtas, 

Mmahars, and Hajwars; as also Doms with their allied olasses of Dosadhs, Turis, and Mahelia. 
The Chamars, too, oome in here. These are all looked down on by the superior Hindus. 

(23) Then in point of preoedence may be placed the Bedias, Sonthals, Kols, and 
Birhors. During the recent oensus they all olaimed to be called Hindus, particularly the 

The Mallah s, fishers, are a very low class. 
Sonthals. 

(24) 
48. These are the principal castes of the district. Of the 10 smaller castes, I have 

already made mention of the Lohars, the Halwais, and the Baruis. The Gosains are 
faki1's, having in fact no caste. The only remaining superior oaste is that of the Malis, who 
are to be classed with the superior Sudras. The rest are all low classes, viz., the Ghasis, 
the Pa~is, and the Bauris. The Haris are the mehters of the country. 

49. The whole people may be classed into the following groups:-

Brahmans. 
Babhans. 

Kumhars 
Lohars 
Bm'his 
Hajjams 
Sonars 
Goalas 
Tarribulis. 
Baruis. 
Koiris. 

Superior castes. 

I 
Superior Sudras. 

Gosains. 
Banias with oertain exceptions. 

... j 

... I 

Rajputs. 
Kayasthas. 

::: r Exoepting the Sagahut sub-castes. 

... J 



Kahars. 

Sukiyar. 
Dhobis. 

Ghasi. 
Pasi. 
Mahuli. 
Bhuiya. 
Bhogta. 
Musahar. 

Sonthal. 

( & ) 

Halwais with Kandus. 

Malis. 

Inferior Sudra castes. 

f 
Mallahs. 

Hinduised aborigines. 

Bauri. 

Aboriginal. 

I 
Birhor. 

Ghatwars. 

Telis. 
Sunris. 

Dam. 
Dosadh. 
Turi. 
Ohamar. 
Kurmi. 
Bediya. 

Kol. 

50. As to the connection of the different castes with land, the district is essentially 
an agrioultural one, and ther~ is not a single caste which can be said to be absolutely un
connected with land. 

51. Almost all the bId zatrdndars owning estates claim to be Rajputs, though originally 
they were connected with the Bhuiyas. Their claim to superiority has commenced to be 
conceded to them by even the superior castes by reason of their influence and wealth. 

52. The generality of the Brahmans have rent-free holdings, however small in size 
many of them. 

53. Amongst tenure·bolders we find every caste represented from Brahmans to Sonthal 
and Kurmi, and their holdings comprise every desoription of tenure from permanent and 
heritable with fixed rents to temporary tiacas of five years' duration: 

54. Except a comparatively few individuals belonging to the lowest orders, there is 
scaroely a person who does not possess a 1'aiyati holding. Even people who carryon their 
caste professions have generally also some oultivation. 

55. Field labourers belong to the lowest orders and are paid in kind, exoept in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the towns, where payment in cash prevails. When paid in kind, 
they are paid generally at the rate of 3 seers of grain per day, and when paid in cash, 
at 2 annas per diem. 

HEAD IX.-OCCUPATWNS. 

A.-Agl'iaultu1'al grOftp. 

56. The district of Hazaxibagh is essentially an agricultural district, and it is only a few 
of the lowest classes of the people who have no cultivation of their own. The agr!cultural 
group may be divided as follows :-

(1) Zaminda1'8 , or estate-holders, who pay revenue direot to Government. At the 
time of the_first British settlement of this district, towards the close of the last century, 
this class, with a few exceptions in pargana Khara~~a, con~isted almQst entirely of the 
so-called Rajputs, really the descendants of the abong:nal Bhmyas who have assumed the 
title of Rajputs. Since then, however, the estates whlCh have been sold, whether at publio 
auctions or by private contract, have been acquired by representatives of the various 
superior castes. 

(2) Tenure-holders. In this category we find every caste represented from .the 
highest (the-. Brah~an~) ,to the lowest (the Bhuiyas and the Southals): ~very tenure-holder 
is also a culhvator III hls own person. The tenures are of every descrlptlOn from permanent, 
transferable, and heritable tenures to temporary leases of a few years' duration. The 
following oastes may be placed in this group :-

1. Raj puts. I 2. Kshatriyas. 
3. Bundawuts. 

(3) Oultivators. The bulk of the entire population are cultivators. With the 
exoeption of a few members of the very lowest castes, all the people have some cultivation of 
their own. As a fule, the field labourers only have no land, ltnd even amongst them a certain 
number cultivate certain crops in their homesteads or barf lands. 

2. The castes which. mainly depend on cultivation for their livelihood are the 
following :-

(1) Babhans, a class which claims to hold oJ? privileged rates. 
(2) Ghatwars. (7) Ohasas. 
(3) U gra Kshatris. (8) Bhogtas. 
(4) Koiris. (9) Bauris. 
(5) Kurmis. (10) Bedyas. 
(6) Sukiyars. (11) Sonthals. 
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B.-Professional g1'OUp. 

57. There are very few who have not something besides their professions. The 
following castes may be inoluded in this group :-

(1) Brahmans, the priests. I (2) Kayasthas, the writer caste. 
(3) Baidyas, the physicians. 

C.-Oommercial group. 

58. The entire body of Banias belong to this group. 'There is no other caste which 
can be placed under this head. 

D.-Artizans. 

59. (1) Fabrics and dress stuffs. To this group belong-

(1) The Tantis, cloth. I (2) The Patwas, silk. 
(3) The Jugis, thread. 

(2) Food and drink. 

(1) The Tambulis, betel-leaf sellers. 
(2) Baruis, betel-leaf producers. 

In this olass oome-

(4) Kandus, confectionery (coarse). 
(5) Suuris, spirits. 

(3) Halwais, confectionery (fine). (6) Pasis, toddy. 

(3) Animal substances. 

(1) Ohamars, leather. I (.2) Gareris, wool. 
(3) Dabgurs, leather. 

(4) Vegetable substances. 

1. Malis, flowers. 
2. Burhis, timber. 
3. Laheds, lao. I 4. Telis, oil. 

5. Turis, bamboo. 
6. Doms, do. 

7. Birhors, Honey and wax. 

(5) Mineral substances. 

1. Kumhars, earth. 
2. Lohars, iron. 
3. Sonars, silV'er and gold. 
4. Kansari, brass. 

5. Lohandia, iron-ore. 
6. Agarias, do. 
7. TIeluars, earth. 
8. Kadurs, do. 

E.-Pastural. 

60. The Goalas belong exclusively to this group. 

F.-Fishing group. 

61. The Mallaha only, so far as this district is concerned, belong to this group. 

62. '1'he serving groups are
(1) The Rahal'S 
(2) Hajjams 
(3) Sinduriyas 

(4) Dbanuks 
(5) Dhobis 
(6) Dosadhs 
(7) Haris 
(8) Karas 
(9) Kochhs 

... 

G.-Serving U"o'Up. 

Menials. 
Barbers. 
Vacoinators. They IIlay be classed 

amongst the profesnionals. 
Menials. 
Washermcn. 
Watchmen and village messengers. 
Mehters. 
Coolies. 
Ooolies in this district. 

H.-Unproduotive group. 
63. Unproductive groups

(1) Gosains. 
(2) Bhats. 
(3) Bail'agis. 

(7) Gu] gulias. 

(4) Fakirs. 
(5) Sanyasis. 
(6) Nats. 
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64. The remaining castes. each having less than 100 representatives in this distriot, 
have been left out of consideration. They are as follows :-They may be classed with the 
"unspecified. " 

Sad gop 
Bahelia 
LaboUll. 
Bagdi 

80 
14 
67 
46 

Chandal 

Khatik 
Chero 
Dafali 
Kaibartta 

2 

HEAD X.-ADlIlINISTRATION. 

30 
20 
33 
27 

65. The census was taken on the night of the 26th February, and enumeration books 
commenced coming in from tlnrfirst week of Maroh. A record-keeper was engaged on the 1st 
March, and he finished the numbering and arrangement of the books for abstraction before 
the close of the month; the dockets were found to have been very carefully filled in, and little 
difficulty was experienced in this work. 

66. The abstraction was started on the 30th March with 4 room supervisors and 25 
abstractors. The Inspector and an assistant record-keeper joined on the 1st April, and on 
the 8th, 6 more room supervisors and 50 abstractors were taken on, thus completing the staff 
allowed for the district. The field of selection being very limited, any person who could read 
and write was taken on as abstractor. By the middle of April it was found that the work 
entrusted to the men was too heavy for them. The abstractors could not finish their daily 
tasks, the room supervisors could not check the work properly, and the Inspectors could not 
cope with the work of filling up the test-slips. The strain on the offioe would have been 
suffioient to oause everything to end in oonfusion, had not the Census Superintendent, after 
Bome correspondence, agreed to reduce the daily tasks or the abstractors by one-fifth, and 
allowed three clerks for filling in the test-slips. Owing to the confusion in the first month, 
re-abstraction, whioh should have commenced eight days later than abstraction, did not 
virtually commence till the 6th May. The 15 re-abstractors sanctioned were sufficient to 
re-abstract about 25 per cent. of the work of the abstractors. As a matter of fact, the 
number of sheets found wrong by the test-slip all along ex.ceeded this margin, but these 
were corrected by the abstractors out of regular office hours, or on Sundays. The work 
thus finally corrected by the re-abstractors, and adjusted by the three clerks appointed for the 
purpose, was thoroughly satisfactory so far as matters checked by the test-slip were concerned. 
It may be confidently asserted that not a single instance of fudging can be detected in these, 
but in other respects, for instance," caste and occupation," the work was not equally satisfactory. 
1£ the number of immigrants had been large in the district, birthplace and parent tongue 
would also not have been satisfactory, but as the number is comparatively small, special care 
was taken that none of them was disregarded. There was no check, worth the name, on 
those abstracting" caste and occupation," and there was no man in the office who could be 
spared to see that the abstractors had not saved themselves the trouble of writing the 
" occupations" down by ignoring half of those that had been entered in the schedules. 

67. Abstraction ended on the 8th August; it would have ended on the 21st July, but 
for eight days in June the abstractors had no work, as there were no abstraction sheets in 
stock at the time, and eight days were taken up in abstracting afresh the books that had 
been abstracted in the first fourteen days, on which the work was too bad to be accepted. 

68. It was in tabulation, however, that the greatest difficulty was experienced. The 
men, almost without a single exception, proved totally incompetent for the work. Tabulation 
commenced on the 4th June with 14 men; 7 more were taken on on the 15th July; and till 
the 13th August 32 men were at work on the tabulation registers. Six. days after abstraction 
had fimshed, i.e., on the 14th August, 71 of the abstractors were put on tabulation, but a 
number of these found the work too difficult, could make nothing of it, and left the office' 
so that no more than 40 persons were regularly at work till completion on the 14th Novem: 
ber, and almost all of these men to the end turned out anything but accurate work. It was 
found that even 'when they took twice or even thrice the time allowed for their work, they 
could not do their work correctly. As a consequence of this, extra work was thrown on the 
Assistant Inspectors, who in many cases had to go through the whole of the registers, step 
by step, before matters could be set right, and thus more money was spent than would have 
been necessary i£ oompetent men had b'een plentiful ill the district; and for the same reason, 
though the rough work of tabulation was finished on the 14th-November, the inter-compari
son and correction of the registers and,totalling forms occupied the Assistant Inspectors till 
the 23rd December. No pains were, however, spared to turn out accurate work in the end. 
And it is believed that Registers I to XIII are a thoroughly reliable epitome of the 
schedules. The totalling forms are also absolutely acourate, so far as the age periods are 
concerned. The filling up of these forms was too complicated for the tabulators. The'rule 
which required that no line in the registers should be left blank proved a stumbling block 
in the case of Form Z. The totalling on this form was by sixties, and as conseoutive sixties \ 
had to be given out to different men, this rule had to be relaxed in their case, as otherwise it 
was feared everything would have ended in confusion. 

69. If it be decided during the nex.t census to carry out the operations of abstraction 
and tabulation at the head-quarters of each district, it should not be attempted unless and 
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until complete instructions are issued in the first instance. Re-abstraotion of the whole 
of the first fourteen days' work would hardly have been neoessary, if it had been clearly 
set forth in the beginning that a whole set (If sheets should be used for exaotly the 
same enumeration books. Tabulation would also have been much facilitated if the instruotions 
about totalling by twelves and by sixties, and about inter-comparison of the registers, had 
been in the hands of the Deputy Magistrate from the beginning. All that will be necessary 
will be to start a small office, under the immediatQ supervision of the Superintendent, at least 
a month earlier than the others. 

70. The proposal of the Superintendent ~n paragraph 3 of his Circular No. 98 does 
not seem advisable, especially for such a district as Hazaribagh. For, before an abstractor 
can turn out full and accurate tasks on a sheet, it takes him a number of days to get acmls
tomed to it. This is recognized by allowing the first 8 days' tasks to be completed in 14 
days. It has been practically found here than an abstractor who can turn out full and 
accurate tasks on the simple sheets V or VI cannot, when transferred to any other sheet, turn 
out full and accurate tasks, so whenever an abstraotor on one of the difficult sheets absented 
himself, an abstractor on one of the simple sh(lets as well as an apprentice had to be put in 
his place to keep pace with the others. The result of the proposal of the Superintendent, if 
given effect to, would be that much longer time will be required to finish abstraotion. 

71. My locum tenens, Mr. Faulder, has rec()rded his opiuion that "tabulation should 
not be done at every district head-quarters. 111 means the waste of an enormous amount 
of the time of district officers in the mere mastering of the circulars and learning the work. 
A Deputy Magistrate ha.s to be almost entirely given up to it for each distriot, whereas one 
gazetted officer could supervise the work for a whole division." 

D'C.-Re~. No. 3146;1"-90--14-5-94 





DISTRIOT OENSUS REPORT. 

No. 7120., dated Ranohi, the 9th May 1892. 
From-LIEuT.-OOL. A. EVANS GORDON, Depnty Oommissioner of Lo~ardaga, 
To-l'he Seoretary to the' Government of Bengal, Finanoial Department. 

I nA.VE the honour to submit the report called for in your office circular 
No. 6T. -F. lOensus), dated Darjeeling, 3rd October 1891. The subdivision of 
PaJamau was convert~d into a t?eparate district on the 1st January 1892; but 
for the purposes of thIs report wIll be spoken of as the Palamau subdivision. 
This report should have been submitted on, or before, the 15th March, but, on 
taking charge of the district on the 16th March, I found that the report was not 
ready, nor had any notes been left me regarding it by my pre5iecessor. 

2. It would have been well if Colonel Lillingston had written this report, 
which specially needs an intimate acquaintance with the district, and is, besides, 
of such a kind as to call for much more time and care in preparation than I 
can possibly give to it. I feel that the report cannot be any longer delayed, 
and have therefore prepared it with all the information at my command. 

REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF THE DISTRIOT OF LOHARDAGA, 1891. 

HEAD I.-EARLY HISTORY, &0. 

1. The distriot of Lohardaga lies between 22° 26'" & 24° 39" north latitude, and 83° 
24" and 86° 57" east longitude, Its area, 12,045 square miles, is greater than the whole of 
Wales added to the oounty of York (vz'de Mr. Bourdillon's Report on the Census of Bengal, 
1881, page 21). 

2. The boundaries are given in Dr. Hunter's Statistical Aocount of the district, vol. XVI, 
as follows :-. 

North by the distriots of Hazaribagh and Gaya; on the north-west and west by 
Mirzapur in the North-West Provinces and the 'l':ributllry States of Sarguja and Jashpur, on 
the south by the Tributary State of Gangpur, and on the south-east and east by the distriuts 
of Singhbhum and Manbhum. 

A portion of the eastern boundary ooinoides with the oourse or "the Blfb'arn1Lrekha"-river, 
and the western- ' 'visi re formed by the 
rivers of Kanhar and Son. The oountry may be generally described as bro e, . , 
undulating, oovered in parts with jungle of sar and sorub, and it;thabited by aborig~n.a~ tribes. 
The original settlers are oalled Kols (Mundas and Uraons) 10 the Sadar subdiVISlOD, and 
Ohero and Kharwars in Palamau. Immigrants from Bihar have lately settled iu the distriot, 
and are oalled Sads and Sadans. In both the Sadar and the Palamau subdivisions the 
northern part of the country is more densely populated than the southern. There have been 
internal ohanges in tlw.na j~risdicti.oDs, but the boundaries of the hea~-q1!arters an~ ~~lam~u 
subdivisions have remamed mtact smoe 1872. There have been no mdlgenous diVISlODS III 

the distriot. The aborigines are found soattered all over the distriot. 

HEAD II. -MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 

3. The annexed table illustrates the variations in the distriot population since 1872 :-

1872 
1881 
i891 

1,237,123 
1,609,244 
1,725,655 

souls. 

" 
" 

The above shows an increase of 7'23 per cent. in 1891 over the .population 9€nsused in 
1881-0. somewhat 'U:nexpeoted result when the continuous flow of emigration is borne in 
mind, 
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4. The following statement shows the. population, thana by thana, with inorease or 
deorease in each sinoe 1881 :-

TIrANAS. 
Popula-
tion in 

Popullt-
tion in Increase. Decrease. REMARKS. 

1881. 1891. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Ranchi 144,723 177,604 32,881 
8illi 68,336 76,20) 7,866 
Tamar 93,454 102,22'2 8,768 
Kana 108,474 96,671 11,803 
Mand.ar 66,655 73,759 7,104 
Khunti 96,593 96,508 85 
Chainpur 53,791 54,723 932 
.'l'oto 93,488 104,848 6,360 
Lohardaga 109,530 110,574 1,044 
Palkot 64,347 67,177 2,H'lO 
Kochdega 63,868 73,761 10,393 
!lasia: 90,411 94,837 4,426 
Balumath 66,253 67,348 1,095 
Daltonganj 77,299 103,464 26,161} 
Garhwa 79,117 87,027 7,910 
Ranka 46,546 34,168 12,378 
Cbhatarpur 36,838 41,066 4,228 
Patan 79,408 82,836 3,427 
Mahuadanr ... 19,042 26,153 7,111 
Husainabad 102,515 11l,943 9,428 
Latehar 44,057 42,766 1,291 

-----------
Total 1,609,244 1,725,655 141,968 25,567 

From the II bove it would appear that exoept in the following thanas-

(1) Karra, (3) Khunti, 
(2) Latehar, (4) Ranka, 

there has been an increase in all. The decrease in the thanas above referred to, cannot 
be assigned to any particular oause beyond the surmise that em~gration may have been more 
active in these localities. The deorea.se i,n Mana Khunti is infinitesimal, being only 
85 souls, and calls for no remark. It is also probable that in oonsequenoe of ohanges in thana 
jurisdiotions and rearrangement of village registers, no reliable comparison can bo made. 

5. In 1872 there was only one town, viz., Ranchi, in this district. In 1881 the 
number had risen to 4, while in 1891 the number is still 4. 

_ _ _ __ < _(i). Ran!Jhi. 
(ii) Bundu. 

189l-ToWNs. 

(iii) Lohardaga. 
(iv) Daltonganj. 

Though the abovEmamed places existed during the oensus of 1872, they were no~ 
oonsidered to oome under the oategory of towns. At the oensus of 1881, the following places 
were oonsidered to be towns as oontaining 5,000 souls or more:-

(i) Ranchi. (iii) Daltonganj. 
(ii) Lohardaga. (iv) Garhwa. 

During the last census Garhwa did not come within the definition of a town, as the 
hamlets whioh were oensused with it in 1881 wera treated separately in 1891. 

6. There is, of course, a wide and conspiouous distinction between an urban and a rural 
tract and their populations. The people of urban tracts are oomprised of heterogeneous 
elements, 'people of all oountries from the Panjab to Chittagong, while the rural population 
consists mostly of aborigines, the original settlers and clearers of the land, and of a few 
immigrants from Bihar and oountries further north, who have made temporary or permanent 
homes with oommeroial or professional objeots. These remarks refer to the head-quarters 
subdivision. In Palamau np-oountry men have been settled for many years, and are found 
all over the subdivision. 

7. There is no-great permanent emigration in searoh 0:£ land or employment, but the 
people of the interior of this 'distriot emigrate td the labour districts as coolies to Assam, 
Caohar, and other places for a term of three or five years and longer. Many of these return 
in a year; some even go permanently to the West Indian Islands and Manritius. The 
system of free emigration leaves the district offioer oompletely in the dark as to the business 

_carried on by the recruiters all over the district, and the few instanoes of registration under 
Act I of 1882 afford very meagre data upon whioh any oorreot estimate of the actual 
emigration going on can be based. But there is reason to believe that the business is carried 
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on on a large scale. However, with the materials at my command, I may illustrate the statis-
tics of emigration in the following table:-

. -
UNDER ACT I OF 1882. 

Non-Act YEARS. 

Emigrants. [Dependanta-[- coolies. Tota1. 
Total. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1888·89 ... ... 2,001 1,632 3,633 11,355 14,988 
1889·90 ... . .. 3,309 2,426 5,735 13,135 18,870 
1890·91 ... ... 3,012 1,609 4,621 343 4,964 

From the above it will be seen that the latest figure available, i.e., 4,964 is very 
low' in comparison with the figures for the two preceding years. The number of non-Aot 
ooolifls .in 1890-,91 _is considera_bly below that in the two previous years. The average number 
of coohes who emIgrated durmg the two years 1888-89 and 1889-90 was 16,929, or a little 
less than one per cent. of the total population of the district by the last census. 

8. There is no reliable means of estimating the number of immigrants into tliis 
district. But, so far as is known, the number is not large. To permanent immigration there 
is no iucentive, and temporary immigrants may be coolies coming for work on mining and 
other concerns, and in the coal-fields of the Palamau subdivision. Among the temporary 
immigrants may also, perhaps, be pl~ced the professional classes, viz., the officers of the oourts 
and police and the sepoys of the regIment at Doranda. 

9. '1'here are two coal mines, Singra and Rajhera, in the Palamau subdivision, working 
under European management, but on a small scale. In the Sadar subdivision, there are no 
collieries. As to gold mines, .last year some gold prospecting syndicates had purchased 
certain tracts of land in the Sonapet valley for mining purposes. Nothing definite is known 
beyond the fact that mining operations are going on in that part of the distriot, and that 
licenses for storing and importing dynamite have been issued. Also in the north· west of 
the Sadar subdivision in the par(Jana of Tori some prospecting for lead is going on, and 
it seems possible that if these mining centres become firmly established, they may attract a 
large number of people into this district. But it is somewhat premature to anticipate such 
results. Hitherto the existing mines have had but little effect on the population as returned 
in the census of 1891. 

HEAD IlL-VARYING DENSITY OF THE POPULATION. 

10. The fol~o:wing table gives an idea of the density of population in each thana or the 
district :-

THANAB. 

1 

Are .. 
in square 

miles. 

2 

POPULATION IN 1881. I POPULATION IN 1891. 

I 
Persons ~ Perilons 

Both sexes. p~,. square Ho~h sexes pe,. square 
mIle. • ...mil!l. 

~REMARR:B. 

3 4 6 I 6 

.----------+---~--~--~--~--~--~====-------
Ran chi ..• 
lSiUi 
Tamar •.• 
Karra 
Mandar ••. 
Khuuti ••• 
Lohardas:a 
Chainpur .•• 
Toto ..• 
Palkot ... 
Koohdega .•. 
Basin. .. . 
Balumath .. . 
Daltongaui 
Garhwa. .. , 
Ranka ... 
Chhatarpur 
Pat an ... 
Rusltmahad 
L,.tehar ... 
:!Ilahuadanr 

672 
323 
6111 
481 
372 
659 
696 
635 
573 
5740 
0877 
862 
664 
590 
588 
640 
350 
5RO 
650 
391 
50il 

144,723 
68,335 
93,454 

108.474 
66,655 
96,593 

100,530 
53,791 
98,48B 
64,347 
6S,368 
90,lj,1l 
66,253 
'71,289 
79,117 
46,546 
36,838 
73,408 

102,515 
44,057 
19,042 

215 
212 
152 
!26 
179 
173 
184 

85 
172 
112 

72 
105 

99 
131 
135 

73 
105 
150 
158 
lla 
38 

177,604 
76,201 

102,222 
96,671 
73,759 
96,508 

110,574 
54,723 

104,848 
67,177 
73,761 
94,837 
67,348 

103,46~ 
87,027 
34,168 
41,066 
82,835 

111,943 
42.766 
26.153 

264 The jurisdiction of 
286 thana. has consldera. 
166 bly.changed &mce 1872, 
201 and consequently no 
198 average of populatlOu 
i~~ can be )Iseful, 

86 
183 
117 

84 
110 
101 
175 
l408 

53 
117 
156 
172 
109 
52 

11. Takinu the Sadar subdivision into consideration, it is found that acoording to the 
returns of the ce"'nsus of 1891, the thana of Ranchi stands first a.nd the thana of Ohainpur 
last. Thana Ranchi is on the northern side of the subdivision and Ohainpur on the south. 
west. It also appears that the thanas of (1) Hanohi, (2) Silli, (3) Karra, (4) Mandar, (5) 
Lohardaga, and (6) .Toto, .w~~ch are all contig~ous to eaoh o~her, ~re the. most dl:lnsely popu. 
lated tracts in the subdlvlslOn, and stand In the order 1n whlCh thelr names ocour above. 
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The remaining six thanas are sparsely populated, the average density descending from 173'G6 
per cent. to 86'49 of the total population in each. 

12. In Palamau subdlvlsion, the thana of Daltonganj, which borders the Sadar sub
di"vi'tlion, hal5 th~ l1);rg~'tIt -pe'l:centage 01 peT'tIOll'B 'Pet eq\\aye mile, 'While the thana 0-1 Ranke. 
stands last. Here, as in the Sadar Bubdl vision, the northern tract of country which has less 
jungle is more thickly populated than the southern portion, where the jungle-covered area is 
more extensive. The climate on the northern side is healthier than in the south. No satis
faotory explanation of the changes in the density of population, thana by thana, during the 
last deca.de as disclosed in the statement given above can be offered. But such variation is in 
many instances due to changes in thana jurisdictions, and the consequent rearrangement 
of the village tables. 

13. The people of the district are generally aVerse to innovations of any kind, and 
density of popUlation in any particular area is not thertlfore traceable as a rule to changes, so 
muoh as to emigration or the ravages of disease. 

HEAD IV.-R:ELIGlO~. 

14. The following statement compares the religious classification from 1872 to 1891:-
-

YEAR. 
~ 

RELIGION. RElIIARKS. <D 

I I 
,.0 a 11:)72. 1881. 1~91. ::s 
Z 

2 3 4 5 6 

1 Hindu , .. 741,952 868,842 941,384 
2 Mussuhnan ... 58,211 77,40a 86,566 
3 Christian ... 12,781 36,281 82,369 
4 Others ... 424,179 626,718 615,336 

Total ... 1,237,123 1,609,244 1,725,G55 

15. At the commencement of each decade the population has been found to have increased 
according to the figures of the preceding census. The percentage of the various religions to 
the total population stands as under-

(i) Hindu 
(ii) M ussulman ... 
(iii) Christian ••. 
(iv) Others ... 

54'55 
5'02 
4'77 

35'66 

16. It would thus appenr that though the district of Lohardaga is supposed to be peopled 
mostly hY' ubol'tgines, tmr'tdofs® not support the supposition. Hindus form, by far, the 
largest portion of the people, being 54-55 por cent. of the totOoI population. 

17. The percentage of M ussulman and Christian population is low. In the case of the 
Mussulmans this is due to the faot that the)' are chiefly temporary immigrants, and. d.o not 
therefore settle and increase. 

18. The Christians consist of a few Europeans, temporary and permanent, and the native 
converts. The number of Christians has about trebled in each of the three decades; this is due 
to the rapid spread of missionary work. From the above table, it would also appear that the 
increase in the number of Mussulmans at the close of each decade has not been so marked as 
in the case of the Christians. 

19. The religions included under the heading" Others" are the Buddhist, J ains and the 
Animistics, the Southal, Munda, Uraon, Karwa, Parheyas, &0. The numbers ot Buddhist and 
J ains represent far less than one per cent. of the total population, and they are found in the 
towns only; consequently the Animistics take up 99 per oent. of the total number shown as 
"Others". It may again be safely stated that a very large proportion of people coming 
under the above 99 per cent. belong to the two well-known aboriginal races, the Oraons and 
the Mundas in the Badar, and the Cheros and Kherwars in the Palamau subdivision. The 
number of Sonthals is small, and that of the Kherwars and the Parheyas very small, in com
parison with the above two aboriginal races. 

20. With 'Iega'l:d. to the Ch-ril>tian'B, the nu:mbe-r i'O composed '01 a small percentage 
of Europeans) and more than 99 per cent. converts to Christianity. The preponderance 
of numbers of Christians in one decade over those in the preceding is mostly due, 
as bas been already said, to the influence ()f the Christian missionaries among the 
aborigines of the south and south-west of the Sadar subdivision. This influence has 
not extended towards Palamau, though there are rare cases of cOllversion of the aborigines 
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there also. The increase in the percentage of the Christians in each decade, as shown below, 
proves unmistakably the extent to which proselytism has been carried on in this district:-

(Ip to 1872 

" ,. 
1~81 
1891 

Percent. 
1'03 
2'25 
4'77 

21. The variations under heading" Others" were as follows:-

Religion. 
"Others" 

1872. 1881. ]891. 
Per cent. 

34'28 
Per cent. 

38'94 
Per cent. 
35'66 

22. There has been no growth of new sects, nor is there any place of pilgrimage 
attracting a large number of people. 

23. There is no thana in which all the religions do not exist. The Hindus predominate 
in all. They are mostly of the trading classes of BIhar and parts of Bengal, N orth-West 
Provinces, and the Central Provinces, who find ample field for their commerce among the 
simple folks of this district. Speculation and greed are, I. think, the chief causes accounting 
for tho predominance of the Hindus over other religions. The differenoe of seot in this 
distrj.ct-I refer specially to the rural traots-is not very significant, and does not call for any 
remark. 

HEAD V.-INFIRMITlES. 

24. The following table shows the number of persons who were found to be afflicted with 
each of the four great bodily and mental infirmities:-

Infirmitie~. 

1 

Insanity 
I leaf mutism 
Blmdness 
LeplOsy 

I Number. I 
REMARKS. 

1
----.--

1 

- -I 
Males. Females._I __ Total. 

-1314 ---5 2 

... / ... 
"'1 

1:38 
428 
816 
206 

97 
299 
1'55 
118 

235 
727 

1,671 
324 

25. The above figures do not show the correct state of things, and ooncealment in some 
and exaggeration in others, have probably taken place. In the case of blindness, however' 
many persons affected with senile weakness of vision are no doubt included, as the half illi~ 
terate enumerators recruited from the ranks of the pat1l8ala guru8 (mostly Kol converts to 
Christianity) could hardly be expected to discriminate intelligently, in spite of the instructions 
on the subject. Similarly, the figures of deaf-mutism are probably very inaccurate, for tho 
enumerators were not careful to distinguish between cases of actual deaf-mutism and persons 
who, through old age, have lost the power of hearing only. 

26. According to the present figures, insanity is largely returned from the Ranchi tliana, 
the Sadar suhdivision. I think this is due to the people in and about the town of Ranchi 
being greatly addicted to drugs, the inordinate indulgence in which (ganja, for example) 
plOduces insanity. The returns from other thanas disclose but a small number of persons 
suffering from this malady. In regard to deaf-mutism, the thana of Ranchi stands first, 
rohll'ning 96 persons in an area of 672 square miles. Thi-s thana -is the .most ,thickly 
populated in the district, .u.s .tlliLstatement of varying density of population will show (see 
supra). No satisfactory explanation can be oftered fOr this 111gh fig'lll'a Tim- ~llrns uuder 
thlS head, as stated above, are not free from doubt, and I think the actual number of persons 
so affected in this district is probably small. The number of males is lal'ger than that of 
females as is the case with insanity. As to blindness, reading the figures in the light of the 
remarks above recorded, the. conclusion will be that the real number of persons rightly iallinO' 
under the category of "Blind," 1·.e., those born blind, is much smaller than l·eturned. It i~ 
doubtful even whether half the number reported as "blind," as defined for consus purposes, are 
really so. The truth will, however, appear more clearly when. the figUl'es of age periods are 
dissected in the offioe of the Superintendent of Census for his Provincial report. Considering 
the figures for lepers, I find that the thana of Lohardaga has returned the largest number of 
such persons in the district. This is due to the fact that in the town of Lohardaga there is 
a leper asylum belonging to th(;l German Evangelical Lutheran Mission. The lepers are taken 
great care of in this institution, and the rules of segregation are supposed to be strictly 
observed under the superintendence of a German Evangelioal Lutheran Missionary-the 
Rev. F. Hahu. The returns for other thanas call for no remark. Only black or tuber
cular leprosy, whioh partakes of. a oorrosive charaoter, was ordered to be recognized for 
oensus purposes. As already l'emarked, it is doubtful if the definitions were properly under
stood and acted on by the enumerators, who were generally illiterate, and there is conse
quently likelihood of wrong entries on account of misapprehension. Insanity was defined for 
purposes of census as a malady in which the sufferer was found to have lost reason altogether 
an.d went under the 110pular name of pagal. 

27. Nothing is known about any popular belief as to the origin of leprosy in this district. 
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HEAD VI.-EnUOA.TloN. 

28. The figures as fiQ,ally arranged have not beeu received from the office of the Superin. 
tendent of Oensus, Bengal, as yet. I have, however, had figures compiled, so far as praoti
cable, from the reoords of the Deputy Iuspeotor of Sohools, Lohardaga. These statistios, 
though not covering the same ground as the census of 1891 in all its details, are yet suffioient 
indioation of the growth of education year by year. It will perhaps be enough to go baok 
eight years (in the absence of further information) for purposes of comparison. The follow
ing figures are therefore reproduced :-

YEAR. 

1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 

Reading 
English. 

487 
574 
697 
634 
813 
856 
997 

1,060 

Reading 
vernaoular. 

13,796 
15,931 
14,161 
13,470 
14,695 
14,779 
14,833 
15,752 

29. The above shows that the number of pupils learning English and the vernaoular, gra
dually inoreased from 487 and 13,796 in 1884 to 1,060 and 15,752 in 1891. This increase 
clearly demonstrates the growth of both English and vernaoular eduoation in this district. 
This inorease has been shared by all olasses of the people of this distriot, espeoially the abori
ginal Christians. The number of English-speaking persons in the whole distriot is 1,3.,1,2 males 
and 60 females; these figures represent, lor the most part, people of European and Eurasian 
extraotion and a few professional classes who have temporarily settled in this part of the 
oountry. The study of English is confined to towns and a few villages in the interior of 
the districts, and it will be long before the study of English reaohes the level 01 the verna
oular in point of extension. Vernaoular eduoation has spread through all the Manas of the 
distriot, except Chainpur, the most thinly populated traot in the whole of the Sadar sub
division, and thana Ranka in the Palamau subdivision. 

30. The following table, prepared on the basis 01 figures of the late census obtained in 
this office, will also be found interesting :-

RELIGIONS-MALES ONLY-

Grades Of education. 

Hindu. I MUSSUlman.! Christian. Animistic. Total. 

1 2 
\ 

B 
\ 

4 5 6 

I. -Under instruction ... 3,183 411 1,028 I 589 5,211 
U. ·-Literate ... .., 19,282 2,199 2,084 I '1,934 25,499 

III.--Illiterate ... ... 444,232 41,240 37,907 292,104 815,483 
-----------

41,0191 
-Total ... 466,697 43,850 294,627 8,46,193 

31.~4us-oompris&oso large 'a proportion of the whole population (viz., 54'55 per 
cent.) that the eduoational statistil's relRting to them are muoh larger than the figures of aU 
other religions taken to~ther. From the s.bove table it will appear that '61 per cent, of the 
total male population 01 the district are under instruotion, '3 per cent. oan read and write, and 
97 per cent. are illiterate. The peroentage 01 female eduoation is so very low that it may be 
said to be nil, i.e., out of Ii. population of 1,725,655 souls containing 879,462 females, only 512 
are under instruction, 2,129 are literates, a,nd 876,821 illiterates. The peroentage of female 
pupils in the whole population is '30 only, and in the female population '06 only, and that of 
the female literates over the female population '24 only. It may here be stated.. that only 
'32 per cent. of the total population of" the distriot are under instruction. The above demon
strat,etheresults of the figures of the late oensus available in the distriot office. But aooording 
to the figures of persons under eduoation, as furnished by the Eduoation Department of this 
district (vide paragraph 30 above), it is found that the percentage of pupils in the whole 
population is '96 ; the disparity in the peroentages of the two sets of figures is remarkable. 
Again, the number of pupils in this distriot is £ouud by the Education Department figures to 
be 16,812, while the results of the census put the number at 5,723 only, or about one-third 
of the 10rmer. In deoiding whioh figures should be aoknowledged, I am inclined to think 
that those furnished by the Eduoation Department deserve the greater oonfidenoe, as the 
agenoy by whioh they were oolleoted is the more trustworthy. It is to be regretted that the 
absence of any information from the Eduoation Department as to the numbers of the 
literates and illiterates 'renders it impossible to carryon the oomparisons any further.. But 
the faot is undisputed that eduoation in this distriot is making steady progress, and the 
a.borigines were chief among those who deserve and obtain the benefits of education as 
imported under English auspices in rural tracts. 
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32. The following figures compiled from the records of the Education Department 
compare the number of schools and pupils, year by year, since 1872:-

YEAR. Schools. Pupils. YEAR. Sohools. Pupils. 
1872 26 1,059 1882 336 10,762 
1873 235 5,133 1883 356 11,968 
1874 197 4,895 1884 414 14,109 
1875 271 7,2fla 1885 646 16,518 
1876 284 7,666 Hl86 609 14,602 
1877 237 6,514 1887 602 13,704 
1878 310 8.357 1888 673 14,974 
1879 295 9,284 18R9 638 15,182 
1880 302 9,942 1890 555 15,290 
1881 ~65 8,590 1891 588 16,812 

33. From the above figures it appears that the number of schools and pupils increased 
gradua.lly from 26 and 1,059 in 1872 to 588 and 16,812, respectively, in: 1891. The la.rge 
increase in 1873 was due to the introduction of mass education. The slight decreases in 
certain years were probably due either to the prevalence of disease, scarcity of food, or similar 
causes. 

34. The following figures, also compiled from the records in the Education Department, 
compose the number of aboriginal pupils of all denominations in all classes of sohools £01' the 
last eight years:-

188 'It 
1885 
IS86 
1887 
]888 
1889 
1890 
1891 

to. 

4,955 
5,693 
5,252 
4,897 
5,636 
5,490 
5,944 
6,974. 

35. From the above it will be seen that the number of aboriginal pnpils rose from 4,955 
in 1884 to 6,974 in 1891. These figures, it must be admitted, make but a poor show when the 
extent of the aboriginal population is considered. This population is about 616,000 only. 
Consequently 1'13 per cent. of the aborigines are under eduoation in this distriot at the 
present time. I have not compared the figures of the census under the three grades of 
eduoation, viz., (1) under instruction, (2) literate, {3) illiterate, beoause the figures of the table 
given in paragraph 30 above (vide Animistic) do not harmonise even approximately with those 
reproduced above, viz., 6,974 pupils. The £gures of the Education Department should, in this 
matter also, carry greater weight than those of the census of 1891. 

HEAD VII.-LANGlJ.AOE. 

36. Correctly speaking, the principal language of the Sadar subdivision is L"raon; 
Mundari and Hindi are spoken in the Palamau subdivision, but the Ilinm element being thE\ 
strongest in tho population, may be said to be the lingua franca of the distriot ; the immigrants 
of the professional olasses speak the tongue of the country they come from. There has 
been no ohange in the distribution of languages in the district since 1872. The fell owing 
statement will be interesting, as showing the number of porsons speaking the various 
langup.ges other than the aboriginal dialects in this district:-

Hindi- __ ..... 1,0 63,4&li 
Uriya 3,816 
Bengali 24,495 
Sontali 2,454 
Pashtu f)8 
U raon 338,136 
German 16 
E~li~ 1~ 
h~ 3 
Munda 240,790 
Panjabi 6 
Kandh 23 
Telugu 1 
Korwa 51,619 
Bhumij 591 
Flemish 2 
Arabic 2 
U nspeoined 8 

Total 1,725,655 
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37. No dialect has disappeared or declined in this district since 1872. 

HEAD VIII.-CASTES. 

38. The district of Lohardaga has lately undergone a change of jurisdiction by the 
formation of its subdivision Palamau into a separate district, and by the transfer into that 
distriot of pargana Tori (Balumath police station with its outpost Chandwa), which ere long 
formed a part and parcel of the Lohardaga district. 

39. As at present, its area is 7,165 square miles, and its population 1,128,885. More than 
half of the population consists of Mundas and Uraons. It is probable that Mundas and 
other Dravidian tribes had dispersed all over India before the Aryan conquest. They 
inhabited the n.orth-eastern part of the district, and were then driven by the Aryans to the 
hilly reoesses nnd to the most inaocessible traots like Ohota Nagpur, where they in turn 
conquered the aboriginal inhabitants, such as Asurs and Birhores, &0., and domioiled 
themselves in their stead, 

40. The Mundas are found all over the district, but mostly in parganas Sonepur, Khukra, 
Belkaddi, Siri, and Barway. 

41. Mundameans, technically, headman of a village. It appears that after having expelled 
the aborigines, these Mundas took possession of their lands and deolared themselves masters 
of the oountry. Before the conquellt of the Muhammadans they themseh:es governed the 
country, appointing another headman over a group of villages, called Manki. Though they 
have not now the same authority and power as before over the villages of which they were 
headmen, Mankies are still to be found in pargana Sonepur, where their holdings are known 
by the name of Mankipatty. 

42. That the Mundas were not the first settlers in the oountry, is evident from the fact 
that wherever Asurs, Birhores and the like are now met with, these men inhabit the dense 
jungles of the district. Even to this day, they do not like to oome and settle in the plains, but 
prefer living in temporary huts in the jungle. 

43. The Uraons are supposed to have oome from the Rhotas after having been driven out 
from that part of the country by the Muhammadans. These two castes speak different 
languages, and there is no intermarriage between them. It is said, and some of the old Mundas 
admit, that formerly they usod to take food cooked by the Uraons, but at present they do not 
do so on account of uncleanliness· of the Draons. On the occasion of a death in the Uraon 
family, they do not throwaway their used cooking pots, they do not observe mourning, nor do 
they shave their heads when the mourniIlg is over; while the Mundas observe the ceremony 
much in the same way as the 11.indus do, shaving themselves on the tenth day, and then 
feasting their relatives. In Tamar and SiIli thana8, examples may be found of some of the 
Mundas having been absorbed into Hindu oaste and adopting Hindu religious rites. At the 
last census, 11 large number of Mundas came to Colonel Lillingston, then Deputy Commis
sioner, and requested him to return them as Hindus, on tho ground that they observe all the 
ceremonies of Hindu religion. The Mundas now assume names with" Sing" as an affix, 
apparently to gradually become Rajputs, if not of a higher caste. 

44. ~ The hlundas are an agricultural people, and agrioulture is their element, though a very 
small portion of them formorly served under zmmOnda1'8 as Dhangars (unpaid servants), and 
now in some families as paid servants, taking charge of the employers' agriculture. These 
Dhangars also at the present day work as gardeners in the employ of the landed and other 
gentry. 

45. The Mundas as a rulo are a nomadic people, having no oocupancy rights; in fact, in 
this diskict,...tll.e¥--ha;ve Maently acqui.red occupanoy rights in the lands they cultivate, exoept 
a few who hold bhuinhari latl'tlfl. 'I'hA original settlers reolaimed lands by olearing jungle 
and brought them under the plough; suoh lands are oalled bhuinhari lands, the ront of whioh 
was fixed at huH-rates. 

46. The Umons, us stated ante, oame to this district after the Mundas, and are to be 
found mostly in pa1'oanflS Doesa, Udaipur, Lohardaga, Basia, Palkot, Toto, and Ohainpur. 
They are ?,l~o ol~ssed ~lllder the Dravidians on linguistio ~round. Tradition. says that they 
were aborlgmalmhabltants of Western and Southern IndIa before the Aryan lllvasion. 

47. The Uraons have no caste among themselves, but the Mundas are subdivided into 
three principal sects, viz., Munda Kokpat, Munda, and Khangar Munda. The last-named sect 
is oonsidered low, and thel'e is no intermarriage of the two first sects with Khangar Munda. 
There is no obvious reason for this distinction except that the Kokpat Mundas claim a 
superiority for having nursed the Raja of the country who, in consideration of their olaim, 
never employ them in carrying his palki. Uraons, like Mundas, are under-tenureholders 
oultivators, anc1labourers. 'l'hey are more numerous, more hard-working and stronger tha; 
Mundas. They have no olaim on the land for reason of having reclaimed it. 

4S. Next to them in number are the Kharias, whose customs and habits are peculiar. 
They do not eat any food cooked by a second pel"SOn, so much so that a Kharia would not 
even take load cooked by his own mother-in·law or by other near relatives. There is a 
oommon saying that there are as many" ltarias" (earthen pots) as there are Kharias; that is 
to say, eaoh Kharia cooks his own food in a separato pot. If an alien Kharia under unavoid~ 
able circumstances takes his food cooked by another Kharia, he has to atone for it on his 
return home, acoording to the prevailing oustom among them. If a oow or a bullock dies in 
the house, a Rharia will immediately clean the house with cow-clung and make other 
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atonements. Unless the father of a. girl gives two pairs of bullocks and two cows to the father 
of the boy, be cannot get his daughter married. Kharias do not eat carcasses, but take fowls 
and pigs in the 13ame way as Mundas and Uraons do. 

4!J, 'l'he Kharias are of a Dravidian stook, but their language is different from that of 
the ]l.[uudas and Uraons. Perhaps they came to Chota Nagpur earlier than either the 
::Uundas or the Uraolls. Socially, tbey are inf.erior to both Mundas and Umona. As a rule, 
they are cuLtivators and labourers, though some ue petty under-t.enu.l'eholders. They reside 
mostly in Palkot, 13asia., Bc;.ru, and TIa:rway. 

60. Another caste, Korwa, is also of Dra"idiau extraotion i their lang-unITe is different 
from that of the M.undas and U :raons. Th~y are generally found in Chai~pnI' and Toto 
thanas on the borders of Sirguja, whence they are supposed to have come. SooialI.y, th~y are 
inferior to Mundas and Umons. They are labourers and cultivators, but their principal 
lJTofession is to work in wood. 

51, ABur is an aboriginal tribe supposed to be the original inhabitants of Obota Nag
por, but driven away by the MUDllas to t.he inaccessible bills (it Darway, Beru, and Kasmal'in 
Lohardaga. Bhuiya is one of theu- offshoots who speak Mundari, whilo the Asurs have a 
language mixed with Mundari and Uraon. They never live in towns, but always in the 
jungle 01' in its out.skirts, whG1'8 tb8Y erect tboir huts on a high laud 011 the borders of a 
Jungle, away and at some distaD(;e :from 1he village itself. The Binjhia womon do not take 
allY food cooked or 'water brought by men of any other caste-; they are thus oonservatives to a 
degree, whilst their male partners aI'(' fa.st approaching rudi hllLJ'im. 

IIEAD IX.-OcCUl'ATIONs. 

52. The chlf'f occupation of thC'se reople is to smf)lt iron and to cultivate rahal', ~(fid, 
~e1"ali (go(mdll) and another orol) ca~1eJ by ti.HHn tallg!lOori, which in appearance Looks like, 
but is finer than, goondH, This cultivation is n~f\de by cutting jungle. They would not 
agree to cultivate lands close to villag~s, even if they are offered I'ent-free. Formerly they 
lived on chase, and are always armed WIth bows and arrows. They have no fixed homt's. but 
move about from place to place. J3injhias are also {lulled ParheyD.. There is. DO intermarriage 
between Asurs and Binjhi8S. 

53. Birhore is another aborginal tribe of this distl'ict. Asurs may be seen in the 
vioinity of ~ome 'Villages, but Birhores alway remain in jungles. They do not cultivate, but 
thay earn a Jiving by catching monkeys, preparing ropes, making sikka.<; and oollecting houey,
fLU of which tlwy bring into the 'Villages to sd~ and l'Btnrn to their homes in the jungle. 
They have no permanent residence, changing it constantly. They spf'ak a language of their 
own. They are found jn ~Pamar, and in small numbers in Barway, Beru, and Kasmal'. 

54. Rentras are a Hinduized aboriginal tribe, but refinea in features llnd complexion by 
a large mixture of Aryan blood; they speak Hindi. Tradition says that they came from the 
N orth-Western Provinces to Ohota N agpur. Them are two subdivisions among them, kllown 
by the name of Bargohari and Chha.tgohari. The jormol' aTe regarded as a r.athe.r high olass 
llindus next to Rajput.s, exoept a :few old. o1'l.stom.8, suoh as mauiage of winows~ &0'1 whioh still 
exist amongst them; they are -regular Bindus in every other reBpeot. The Obhatgohari, how
ever, are by no 'tUeans better in th~ir habits and manners than the aboriginal tribes like 
Mundas and Umona. They on:ti-vate laue}, 

55. The Bargohari are jagi"dars amI undor-tenureboldol'S, and are to be found in Palh:ot, 
Khunti, Karra, Basia, Toto, and Ohainpur. They were formf'r1y employed by the Maharaja 
as soldiers, and._wore QOllsidered to be the hl)arlmml oL.t.b.eir own tl'ibes, and were called 
Boraika. 

56. Billjhias art"' anather semi-IIinrluized a~o-riginal caste; thfly.speak a mixed langu:--ge, 
t!.nd are said to have (lome from the Central Provlllcm. and from the Tnbutary Mahala of Onssa. 
They aloe ])let with in the south uf Kochdega and Basin., au9. hold tho same social rank as 
Rentras. Most of them are khutl;at{dars awl under-tenmeholders. They do not eat dtlad 
animals, but live on good Hindu food. 

57. Obaros are sometimes mistakon for Kherwars, but thoy are two distinct races. Oheros 
arB found in large numbers in Palamau; a few only have migrated into this distriot. In 
Palamau they are chiefly landholders. Their water is drunk by the Hindus. 

58. Gand is divided into three subdivisions-R.aj Gand, Gond) and Dhokar Gond. The 
two first cultivate land, and tIle lust exohange cattle, while their women l1J:'e engaged in tatooing. 
Raj Gond and Gond ilre oonsidered to be liindus; they carry water £01' them, Dhokflr I,} .. uds 
are looked down on; they are to b(' found in Bern only. Their profession is to oatch fish, 

59. The women of all the castes mentionod assist their male members in oultivation by 
transplo.nting, weedjng and tbe liI~e light works, except those of Raj Gond, who live in pal'da 
and perform household works only. The Rentra women sell bread in markets, and are good 
housClwives. 

. 60. It is more than probable that the Mundlls were the earliest settlers in the Gsngetio 
valley and that when they were djslodged, they came to the plateau of Chota Nagpur; and next 
to th8~ CaUJe the Uraons from Rhotasgur. As the remotest part of the 'Vindyan range, 
called Jbarkband, was occupied by the Muudas, the Uraons similarly ooaupied the remaining 
portions of the country. where they are still to be seen. 

61. Ko1 is a generic name applied both to Mundas and Uraons. In the oenSU8 of J 872 
a very large number was shown under the hefj.d of Kol, giving of course a 'Proportionately 
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smadl figure under Mundas and Uraons. This error seems to have subsequently been reotified, 
and all suoh portions have been shown under one of the headings Munda or Uraon. The 
distribution, therefore, appears the same without any great difference. 

HEAD X.-ADMINISTRATIVE. 

62. Alter the preliminary work of hunting up the records 01 the previous censu~, 
comparing old registers with village lists submitted by police officers, and dividing the dis
trict into charges, circles, and blocks had been completed between May and November 1890, 
the oj:>eration of' the census enumeration may be divided roughly into three distinct portions, 
viz., (I) Numbering and plarking of houses, and the preparation of the house register, which 
generally occupied the period from December 1890 to the first and second week of January 
1891; (II) Preliminary counting, which took up about five weeks up to the middle of February; 
and (III) Final counting which, with the exception of a very few thana.~, ;,vas done on the night 
of the 26th February synchronously. In the thanas 01 the Sadar subdivit.ion, in which. there 
was a synchronous census, the difficulty of censusing at night the people residing in jungl('s 
and hills was surmounted (except in a few most jungly tracts) by chaukidars accompanying 
the enumerators with torches; and in the Palamau subdivision also by drum beating for the 
purpose OI scaring away wild animals. 

63. The definition of a "house" as given in the instructions to supervisors purporting 
to be a building, the inmates of which had one and the same mess, was clearly explained to 
census officers and adhered to. In the Palamau subdivision, however, marking the houses 
according to this definition was in some ca.ses protested against by the ignorant people 
residing oommensally, who regarded this as the herald of a new taxation. It is interesting 
to note that in one case the palki of the subdivisional officer was waylaid at night by an old 
man who oould not bear to see the separate messes of his house treated as so many houses, 
and the subdivisional officer entertains the fear that in some oases the faot of the messes being 
separate was ooncealed by tbe people. 

64. The 8ize of a charge or 8ub-cha1'ue and a block.-Throughout the distriot. each thanfl 
area was taken as the charge including its outposts. The municipalities were treated as 
separate oharges. The oantonment of Doranda. was also regarded as a separate Qharge. 
Thus there were 25 oharges. 

65. There was no sub-oharge in the Sadar subdivision. In Palamau the number OI 
suoh charges was 30, the size OI sub-oharge oorresponding with that of the thana head
quarters and the outpost limits, except where these were Iound to 'be too large, when the 
sub-oharge was formed of two or more tuppas. 

66. In the Sadar subdi vision) for want of a sufficient number of literate men to serve as 
enumerators, an average blook oonsisted of 500 houses, contained in from 10 to 15 villages, 
against 1,000 houses in the census of 1881. An average circle consisted of nine blocks. 
In the thanas in which Aot V (B.O.) of 1887 is in Ioroe, the oircle coincided with the jurisdiction 
of a chaukidari circle talisildar. There were altogether 53 oircles at the last census, against 
40 sub-circles in the census of 1881, in which no circ1es were oreated; but the oirole area 01 the 
last oensus was ooincident with the sub·oirole area of the preceding oensus. In Palamau, the 
average number OI houses in a block was 54·6, while each oircle ()ontained on an average 11 
blocks. 

67. Numbering of houses.-The numbering and marking of houses were done according 
to the instructions issued by the Provincial Superintendent. The marking materials were-

(1) Geru mati (rp(J o(>hw'l). 
(2) A-mixture of ground rioe and water. 
(3) Oharcoal mixed with oil. 
(4) Ohalk. 
(5) Oow-dung . 

. 68. .Age~wy.-In the Sadar subdivision, the census ,,:a~ in the charge of a Deputy 
MagIstrate assIsted by the sadar kant61lgo under the superVISlOn of the Deputy Commis
sioner. For the thirteen main oharges the Superintendents were drawn from the class 
of Government servants, mostly from those employed on mu£assal duties. 

69. There were altogether 53 circles, the supervisors of which were derived from the 
class OI-

(1) Ohaukidari tahsildar8 under the Rural Police Law_ 
(2) Teachers of model'schools. 
(3) Ser vants from .M unicipal Road Oess and Revenue offices. 
(4) Men paid from t.he census funds. 

70. There were 452 blocks in the charge of enumerators derived from the following 
classes :-

(1) T~achers of primary schools. 
(2) Oatechists of missions. . 
(3) Private individuals and zamindars' servants. 

The above number oL4fi2 is exolusive of the additional hands employed to complete the final 
c9unting on th~ night Qf the 26th February 1891. 
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71. In Palamau the census was in oharge of the subdivisional officer, assisted by the 
Sub-Deputy Collector. TherA were eight charges, seven of whioh were under" Government 
servants and one under the Sub-Registrar as Oharge Superintendents. 

72. There were in Palamau 14.8 circles under supervisors derived from the class of 
police subordinates, zamindar8 and village sohoolmasters. The enumerators of the blocks 
numbered 1,758, and were taken from the class of villagers, shop-keepers, and zamindwrs' 
servants. 

73. All the census officers, generally speaking, did their duties willingly except among 
Ve enumerators a few patllsala gurt{8 in the Badar subdivision, a few catachists of the three 
missions, and some zaminda1"s' men and private individuals, and in the case of two classes last 
meutioned, threats had to be used. In Palamau their duties were willingly undertaken. 
In this district the zarnindars were not blind to the necessity of rendering aid to Govern
ment, and, in fact, big zaminda1'S have materially aided in this business. 

74. There were trree prosecutions under the Oensus Act, all resulting in oonvictions. 
Two of them were inst ituted for offering resistance to the enumerators in the dicharge of 
their legitimate duties, and the third case was instituteu. owing to the refusal of an enumerator 
to serve as such after reoeipt of his appointment pa1·wana. The offender looked upon the 
cenSlIS as a mischievous undertaking, in whioh both males and females were censused 
togeiher~ But this idea was confined to suoh class of unscrupulous men who generally make 
no difference between right. and wrong. 

75. As no skilled hands were available in the nick of time for deputation as super
visors, and as the educational autllOrities objected to the ueputation of some of their 
subordil!lates, the necessity of sending out paid men could. not be avoided in the Sadar 
sllbdivisiou, consequently seven paid supervisors had to bo posted at once. A sum of Rs. 700 
and odd annas was paid to the l~ducation Department on account of pay of gurus deputed 
as enumerators. This cost would not have been incurred if the Deputy Inspector of Schools 
had not misled us by stating that the !fln-U8 could do the consus work without prejudice to 
their own duties. 

76. Except in the beginning of thc operations, when the people looked upon the house
marking and preliminary counting with mistrust and suspi
cion, believing the proceedings to be but the herald of it 

capitation. tax, an illusion which was soon dispelled by the charge superintendents, the atti
tude of the people generally was one of oalm resignation. 

lH.-Attitude of the people, 

77. The last census may justly be called fairly aocurate and far more correct than that 
IY.-Resulls. of 188], in consideration of the fact that the synchronous 

nature of the ('ens us covered a wider field than in 188], 
and that the agency employed was as competent as at the census of 1881. The people had 
experienoed two censuses and did not generally attempt at ooncealment of person. The 
increase over the figures of 1881 is ali'lo an instance jn point. The following figures show 
the results o£ the censuses of 1881 and 1891;-

Total for Lohardaga. 
In 1881 1,609,244 t 
In 1891 1,725,655 i souls. 

D.-CO:.uPIL\.TTOX. 

78. As directed in Census Superintenrlent's circular No. !JR, ctated the 6th. instant,. the 
following report 011 00_9 QQwpi.1pijpr) j~ coufhlPd to oDl~T t1.9 WTQ]l.e.<?U!;l_.1}r defeotlve porbons 
of the compilation proceduro whlCh conslst~d of two I'll;rts, V1Z., abRtrachon and tabulatIOn. 

79 One important source 01 error III abstractwn was the large number of persons 
. abstracted on one sheet, viz., 250/' whioh is too large for t1;le 

I -Abstraction. striot aocuraoy of the abstracted figures nnder the very numer-
Former size of skeets. OUB headings of the sheets, especially of the sheets I and XI. 

.. Rule 2 Ccl of the draft rules for the '\There figures have to be dealt with, the quantity of work 
guidance of censlL'\ record.keeper's done at a time should be reasonably small, if accuraoy be 
attached to circular No. 46 of the 27th al·med at. 1 therefore beg to suggest that on eaoh sheet 
February 1891. 

no more than 100 persons be abstracted. The 'villages 
of some of the tlzanas of the Palamau subdivision containing not over 10.0 persons, the.ir 
abstraction was much more easy and accurate tbll:n that of the other VIllages. But I!l 
order to give effect to this suggestion, the enumeratIon books would have to be made un)
formly of 12 or 13 schedules or pages, e~ch page containing, ~B it ~id at the census o~ 1:'91, 
space for enumerating 8 persons. Thls system would entaIl ~n mcrease.oI expense In con
sequence of an increase in ~he num?er of covers of the enumeratlO.n books lD the ca~e of lar~e 
villages only, and also an lllcrease III tho number of the abstrachoJ?- sheets. .The. Increase lD 

cost would, however, be more than counterbalarnced by a correspondmg r~ductlOn III expense, 
as the greater accuracy of ~he ,",:ork will reduce the cos~ of reabstractlOn. of the sheets to 
a oonsiderable extent. BeSIdes, lD the case of small VIllages, enumeratIon books of 12 
or 13 schedules would be much more eoonomical than books of 15, 20, 30, or 60 sohedules. 
If 100 pers,llls or less be abstracted on e~ch. s)1eet, tho width of the vertical.columns of the 
headings in each sheet may be great1y dImIlllshed, as a Jess number of tlOks would be 
required, resulting in a diminution in the size of the sheets and the consequent deoreast'l 
in cost, 
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80. The tasks allotted, as detailed in Census Superintendent's circular No. 42, were too 

n.-Task exacted. 
heavy for the half-educated census muharrirs of this district. 
It has been found from experience that the following tasks, 

including the work of dotting the ticks by way of revision of each page of the enumeration 
book beiore the next page was taken up, could be well performed by the muharrirs working 
6 or 7 hours a day :-

For one man with reader on sheet I 1,000 ticks a person. 
For one man on sheet II 1,333 ditto. 

Do. do. III 1,000 ditto. 
Do. do. IV 2,000 ditto. 
Do. do. V 4,000 ditto. 
Do. do. VI 4,OlJO ditto. 
Do. do. X 
Do. do. XI 

1,333 ditto. 
800' ditto. 

For this district at least, which is very backward, a heavier task should not be insisted 
on in future. 

81. The time allowed for abstraction was four months, from April to July, both 
III -T me all wed inclusi ve. 'l'he abstraction work of this office was finished 

• 1 o. within this period, but the quality of the work turned out at 
first with the heavy task exacted under circular 42 was not good, and oould not be, judging 
from a similar result in other districts. The Census Superintendent was therefore obliged 

* No. 15540., dated 27th April 1891. to !ssue a confidential oircular,'!' by which he permitted the 
adJustment of the figures of all other sheets than sheet I up 

to a limit of one per cent." after thoroughly testing the latter sheet. To obviate all thif:!, 
the tast{ should be reduced as suggested above, and oonsequently a longer time in proportion 
allowed for the abstraction than four months. 

82. In a baokwald district like Lohardaga, a salary of Rs. 12 a month was, I 
Pay allowed. think, sufficient for all the abstractors except those employed 

on sheets I and XI. The pay of tliose employed on these 
two diffioult sheets should be Rs. 15 and Rs. 18 respoctively. The pay of the other officers 
of the census staff was, in my opinion, sufficient. 

83. Instead of paying a fixed salary'to the abstractors, I think it would be much better 
to remunerate them acoording to the work done by them, i.e., to adopt ~he Same system as 
was done for the work of tabulation, the tasks exacted from the abstractors and the remunera
tion payable being ~hose suggested above. A. condition should also be made that no payment 
would be made for Incorreot work as asoertained from the test· slip. Under this sYll_tem 
Government wou~d be proteoted from any loss of money in consequence of inoorrect abstraction. 

84. There IS no means of tasting the acouracy of the information given in column 3 of 
sheet IV, viz., "sub-oaste," the caste men themselves being 
in a large number of cases unable to give correct informa

tion. There is also danger of the abstraotors and tabulators wrongly naming the sub-oastes 
in their sheets and registers when they find themselves unable to oorreotly read the bad 
handwriting of some enumerators in the books and of abstractors in the sheets, and to have 
their entries tested by their superior offioers, who cannot be expected to be acquainted with 
the sub-castes which are exceedingly numerous. The information is, therefore, not worth the 
money spent for it. I would therefore reoommend the abolition of sheet IV, and the 
oorresporrd:ing liea<'Img 10 the enumeration schedule and tahulation register XIV in oonse
quence. rl'h~ position oJ;. the headings of ~ge-periods, ,. Infant, " 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 to 9, in sheet 
No. I, caused some confusion and difficulty as to the horizontal spaces for whioh they might 
be intended. These age-period figures should be removed opposite the middle of the horizontal 
spaces on the left side in the age column. 

85. The test-slip proved ",n effiC'ient means of testing the correctness of the work of 

V.-Form of sheets. 

VI.-Test.slip. 
abstraction. The items given under the head Summary at 
the left-hand bottom corner should be struok off as unneces
sary. 

86. No adjustment should be allowed. To allow adjustments exercises a demoralizing 
- influence over the abstractors and supervisors whom the 

VII.-Limit of adjustment. system, in spite of the infliction of fines, may render careless 
as to whether acourate £gur~s are turned out or not. There would probably be no need for 
adjustment if the suggestions above made'be carried out. 

87. If the system of abstractmg the sheets on different days and in different rooms be 
retamed, there should be some change in the order of ab-

VlII.-Order of abstrac'tion. straction adopted at the last census compilation, and I agree 
in the utility of the suggestions made in paragraph 3 of Oensus Superintendrmt's circular 
No. 98, dated the 6th instant. But quite a different system was at a later stage of the 
census abstra!)tion introduoed into the Lohardaga census office with the permi'lsion of the 
Oensus Superintendent. It was very simple, and gave results much more satisfactory than 
the old system. Under the new system, which ma.y be called the" group system," the 
~bstraotors, on all the sheets except_V and VI, fill.ed up their sheets at one and the same time 
as a. reader dictateli to them :flom the enmner!1hon books. As el1Qh page;! of the book was 
!inished~ the reader reveated, the entries of it before going on to the next page, and. the. 
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abstractors put small dots over the tioks, repeated by way of revision when a village was thu3 
finished. The abstraotors totalled their entries, and under the eye of the supervisor compared 
the results and corrected the mistakes, if any, by direct reference to the book. If the reader 
made an omission in his dictation, it was detected on comparison with the result of abstraot
ing sheets V and VI, which was done separately and by different agency on the day after 
the abstraotion of the main sheets. 'l'his system reduoed the necessity for "reo.bstraction" 
to a mini.mum. 

88. The work of tabulation could not be conducted hand in hand with abstraction for 
lI.-Tabulation. want of hands. In fact, the tabulation work had to be 

postponed for the reason till abstraction was over, when the 
Commencement of tabulation. abstractors had to be told off to work as tabulators. 
89. The tabulation assigned by circular No. 68, issued by the Oensus Superintendent, 

(') T k t d dated the 11th May 1891, proved too heavy except :for 
• as s exac e • Registers VIII and IX. From actual experience it has 

been found that the tabulators of this offioe could perform no more than the following tasks: -

Registers 
Ditto 

Regi~ter 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

I, III, IV and V (together) 
VI, A, B, and 0 ... 

VII 
XIV 
XVA 
XV 13 

XIX 
XX 

VIII 
IX 

20 to 25 sheets or villages. 
15 ditto. 
30 ditto. 

12 to 15 ditto. 
30 ditto. 
30 ditto. 
20 ditto. 

15 to 18 ditto. 
50 to 60 ditto. 
50 to 60 ditto. 

90. The time allowed for tabulation was a little over four months, from May to 15th 
August. The tabulation work of this office was finished iu 
four months and seven days, viz., from August to 7th Decem

ber. It could not be commenced in May for want of hands, as said above. 
91. The tabulators were paid mostly according to the quantity and quality of the 

work turned out. They should be paid Rs. 18 a month, if 
Pay of the tabulator.. they correctly perform the tasks specified above, or an amount 

in proportion if the work done falls short of the full tasks. . 
92. Tabulation of Registers XIV, XX aud VI A_, ~, C, proved the.stIffest work. If 

Reo-ister XIV be abolished, as suggested above, by strIkmg out the headlllg "Sub-caste" 
fro~l the enumeration book, a large saving would be effected. 

93. I may state here that though the hours for working were from about 10-30 A.M. to 
5 P.M. the clerks were engaged nearly the whole day during the most of the compilation period, 
except that they were spared for an hour or two to take their meal. N o~ a single holiday 
was availed of by any of the census staff fro~ the Oen~us Dep~ty MagIstrate down to the 
abstractors and tabulators, and the work was III :full SWlllg dUrIng even the ])u1'ga PUja 
holidays except only one day. 

Time allowed. 

L. A.-lleg. No. 51,n-90-16·B.94. 





DISTRIOT OENS~US REPORT. 

No. 87R., dated Purulia, tbe 30th April 1892. 
From-O. A. S. BEDFORD, ESQ., Deputy Oommissioner 0:£ Manbhum, 
To-The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

WITH reference to your circular lett~r ~o. 7T .-F., dated 3rd October 1891, 
I have the honour to submit herewith a report examining thfl result of the last 
synchronous consus of 1891. The report has, as far as possible, been drawn up 
upon the lines indicated in your circular No. GT.-F., dated 3rd October last. 

REPORT ON THE OENS"(;S OF THE DISTRIOT OF MANBHUM, 1891. 

HEAD I.-EARI,y HISTORY. 

THE territory comprised in the district or MtLnbhum was acquired by the British with 
the grant of the Dewani in 1765, and was oocupied. in tho following five years. Some of the 
estates now belonging to Manbhum were attached to Birbhum and Midnapore till 1805 
but in that year they were formed with some others into a separate district, known as th~ 
jungle mahals. In 1846 that district was broken up, and all the estatE'S included in it, with 
certain exceptions, were withdrawn £rom the regular system of administration, and placed under 
an officer called the Agent to the Governor-General for the South-West Frontier. Those, with 
the estate of Dhalbhum, detached at the same time from Midnapore, constituted the district 
of Manbhum. In 1846 Dhalbhum was transferred to Singhbhum, and in 1871 the bound
aries of the district were rectified, and the civil, criminal, and revenue jurisdictions made 
conterminous. Since 1871 ten fiscal divisions, viz. Ambicanagur, Bhelaidiha, Chhatna, 
Maheswara, Phulkusma, Baipnr, Simlapal, A:yamsulldarpur, Supur, and portions of Shergarh, 
ha.ve, from time to time, been transferred to the district of Bankura. In 1854 the designation, 
of the province was changed from the south-west frontier agency to that of Chota Nagpur, 
and the title of the superintending offioer £rom Gov~rnor-General's Agent to Commissioner. 

2. In 1867, at the conclusion of the revenue survey of the district, the population was 
. .. estimated at 694,498. In 1872 a gradual enumeration was 

~ IllustratJve of c~aracter and uIstnbu. made by special ao-enoy' the consus disclosed a popUlation of 
tlon of the populatIOn. P '. • 

820,521. A.t the census taken In 1881 SImlutaneously through-
out the district on the night of the 17th Februarf the popUlation of the Manbhum district 
was returned at 1,058,228. The increase was 28'97 per cent., about 15 per cent. of which was 
more apparent than r£'al, the enumeration of 1872 being defective. In 1881 the census dis
closed the area of the district as 4,147 Square miles, with 3 towns, and 6,144 villages, and 
178,494 occupied houses. The total population was 1,058,228, viz. 525,328 males and 532,900 
females: average density of population 255'18 persons per square mile j villages per square 
mile 1'48; persons per village 472; and houses p<'r square mile 43~87. Manbhum is nearly twice 
as thiokly populated as any other district of the Ohota Nagpur division, and its population is 
fairly evenly distributed. Manbhum contains a lafge pl'oportion of Bengalis, and may be 
said to be more civilized than any other district of the division. The proportion of children 
is abnormally large, giving an indication of the charttcter of the population in which the aborig
inal element is strong. In 1881 the Hindus nUlnbered 946,247 or 89'4 per pent. of the 
~opulation; Muhammadans 45,453 or 4'3 per cent.; Oh;i~tians 5.5~; Buddhists 23, Brahmos, 
;3; Jews 2; and "others," nearly all professing aborigmal religIOns 65,948 or 6'2 per cent. 
The most numerous aboriginal tribe was then, as pow, that of the Sonthals, who numbered 
42,700 in 1881, and 161,810 in 1891. Next to tlle Sonthals come the Kols, who numbered 
487 in 1891. 

3. Manbhum is a thoroughly rural district, a:tld there were no towns in 1872. In 1881 
there were three municipalities, viz. Purulia, }taghunathpur, and Jhalda, embracing a 
population of 19,811 in the aggregate. From 1862 to 1867 the area of the district of Man
bhum was 5,551'94 square miles. In 1872, owing to certain transfers of parganas, the area 
{Q,l,.\. ~ L1..,1',J, 14... %"l""~">.<O ~\.\~. G<o">.~'b\.~ {"" ... ~~<o">. ~~~~l,ea iu. tM turisd.iction ~ tb.a distl'int tJlQ_k.. 
place before 1881, resulting in the area being fixe~ a~ ~,14 7. square mIles, as ascertained 
at the census 0:£ 1881. 'l'he only change in jul'lS~lChon SInce 1.8T2 was the transfer 
of the parganas of Supur: Raipllr, Ambicanagur, SU!llapal,. Bhelmdiha, Phulkus~a, and 
Syamsundarpur, comprising the thanas Supllr and Ralpur WIth the outposts of Slmlapal, 
to Bankura district under Government orders of the 27th September 1879, published in the 
Oalcutta Gazeite of ist Ootober 1879, part I, page 919. This change in jurisdiction originated 
in a Detition Dresented to His Honollr the Lieutenant-Governor by Mesers. Gisborne and 
Oompany, who held portions of the above parga1~a8. The petitioners complainea of the incon
venience and hardship to people having to come to Pl:lrulia. and R&llchi, the distances being 
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great, and of the delay in the disposal 0:1' cases in Manbhum, which they said. was under
officered, while work in Bankura was comparatively lighter. Since 1871} no changes have 
taken plaoe in the jurisdiotion of Manbhum. 

HEAD II.-MoVEMEN'I: OF THE POPULATION. 

Increase or decrease of district po!'u. 4. The district population in each of the years 1872, 
lation. 1881, 1891 is as follows:-

i872 
1881 
1891 

820,521 
1,058,228 
1,193,328 

5. The increase in 1881 was 237,707, or 28'97 per cent. in nine years. This increase was, 

Increase_ 
in a large degree, more apparent than real, and it has been 
computed that 15 per cent. of it is due to defeotive enumera

tion of 1872. The inorease, however, was due to other causes. In 1872 no towns, properly 
so called, existed. In 1881 three municipalities, one at Purulia, and another at liaghunathpur, 
and a third at Jhalda, had sprung up, with populations of 9,305, 6,115, and 4,391 souls in 
each respectively. The increase in 1891 over the population of 1881 is 135,100, or 12'8 
per cent. 

Tha.na pupulation. 
6. The thana population in each of the years 1872, 1881, 

and 1891 is shown below;-

BarahabhuDl 
OMs 
Gaurandi 
Purutia 
Raghunathpur 
Gobindpur } 
Tundi 
Nirsha 
Topchanohi 
Jhalda 
Baghmandi 
Manbazar 
Para 
Jharia 
Ohandil 

Barahabhum 
Chns 
Gaurandi 
Purulia 
Raghunathpur 
Gobiudpur ..• 
Nirsha 
Topchanchi 
Jaipur 
Jhalda 
Baghmandi 
Iohaghar 
Manbazar 
Para 
Jharia. 

188!. 

121,192 
89,173 
45,793 

186,791 
108,668 

57,756 

50,961 
42,106 
91,391 
33,38* 
61-,261 
3D,740 
45,701 
81,251 

1872. 

... ... 

Barahabhum 
Ohas 
Gaurandi 
Purulia 

90,779 
63,722 
36,095 

150,668 
87,561 
38,383 
44,316 
32,723 
23,901 
57,377 
26,695 
50,2GO 
44,606 
34,115 
39,320 

1891. 

Raghunathpur ... 
Gobindpur •.. 
Nirsha 
Topchanchi 
Jhalda 
Baghmandi 
Chandil 
Manbazar 
Para 
Tundi 
Jharia 

124,271 
100,487 

52,640 ... 222,731 
116,832 

36,585 
58,675 
53,229 

102,320 
38,502 
92,673 
77,960 
43,478 
29,550 
43,395 

The increase in 1891 of 12-8 per cent. of population over that of 1881 is mainly due to 
natUl'al causes. The people of the country have grown in prosperity and so probably in the 
power of fecundity. Growth of towns is another cause of the growth of population. Jhalda, 
Raghunathpur, and Purulia have grown into important trading centres, especially Jhalda 
and Purulia, the latter having gained in importance owing to the opening of the Bengal
Nagpur Railway in 1890. 

7. The population of the three towns of Purulia, Jhalda, and Raghunathpur only is com

Distinction between urban and rural 
population. 

prised unde'l' the head of "Urban." In 1891 the population of 
each was 12,128, 4,890, 6,216, or 23,234 souls. The distriot 
Ilopulation being 1,193,328, the rural popula.tion is 1,170,094. 

The propoJi;ion of urban and rural population to the district population is 1'95 and 98'05 
;respe9tively. \ 
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From compilation sheet No. X I find that, out of a. population of 1,193,828, the total 
number of males and femal€>s born in the district was 569,470 and 576,777, or 1,146,247 souls 
in all. Of the balance of 47,081, the largest contribution is from the neighbouring district of 
Bankura, being 6,308 females and 5,828 males, or 12,136. llazaribagh comes next, the 
number of males and fomales from that district being 4,799 and 6,153, or 10,952. The total 
increase of persons born in the district over the population of 1881 is 1::18,066. This is 
chiefly due to natural causes. The otber cause is immigration, but muoh,is not due to this. 
In addition to what has been stated above of other districts, the following figures will show in 
serial order some of the importa.nt districts from whioh the minor portion of the population of 
Manbhum is derived;-

Burdwan f 1,552 females 
... 2,068 males J or 3,620. 

Singhbhum ... { 846;males I or 1,782 • 936 females 

Lohardaga { 2,155 males 
... 3,225 females J or 5,380 

Gaya { 2,654 males 
... 1,322 females 1 ur- 3,976. 

Sontllal Parganas { 1,029 males 
... 1,588 females J or 2,617. 

Eirbhum ... { 428 males 
} Or 885. ... 457 females 

8. There is no migration, so to speak, from this district in search of land, except such as 
. . . takes place of coolies emigrating to the Assam tea distriots • 

• MigratIon In. search of land as affect· The immigrants as stated above are prinoipally from the 
Ing the labounng cla~ses. .'.' 

distrIcts of Bankura, IIazarlbagh, Lohardaga, Gaya, Sonthal 
Parganas, Burdwan, and Singhbhum. Thana PuruEa received 1,103 from Bankura, 736 
from Burdwan, 332 from Lobardaga, as many from Hazaribagh, 124 from Gaya, 65 from 
Sonthal Parganas, and 40 from Singhbhum. Jhalda. bas received 474 from Bankura, 136 
from Burdwan, 859 from Hazaribagh, 175 -from Gaya, 51 from Lohardaga, and 22 from 
Singbbhum. Chandil got 386 .from Singhbhum, 248 from Bankura, 865 from Lohar
daga, 213 from Hazaribagh, 277 from Gaya. Barababhum bas had 282 from Siugh
bhum, 752 from Bankura, 57 from Burdwan,267 from Lohardaga, 188 from Midnapore, 
a neighbouring distriot, 91 from Gaya, 1 from Sonthal PargauEl.s. Manbazar got 1,445 from 
Bankura,33 from Singhbhum, 13 from Burdwan. 16 from Lohardaga, 24 from Hazaribagh, 
72 from Midnapore 4()~ from Gaya. Raghunathpur dari ved the following portions of its 
popula.tion from-

S1nghbhum ... 53 
Bankura 734 
Burdwan ... 434 
Hazaribagh 147 
Lohardaga 185 
Gaya 161 

It is generally known that people :£rom the distriots of Bankura and Burdwan have 
settled either permanently or temporarily for purposes of official or zamindari business. 
People from other districts have also settled here in search of skilled or unskilled labour. 

9. There is nothing to Dote under this head, as there has been no decrease in the distriot 
Migration in search of employment as or thana population. People or the district do not migrate 

a.ffecting "he agricultural or professional in flearch of agriculture or skilled labour, except the landless 
classes. labourers, who emigrate to A.,sam in search of higher wages 
than can be got in the distriot. No influx or efflux of people takes place at any partioular 
seasons of the year. The only migration of people is to the tea distriots, whioh oontinues a.ll 
the year round. 

10. There are a 

:Mining centres. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

few mining centres in this distriot, but none except Kumirdubi is on 
a very large scale. and, I believe, do Dot have any appreoiable 
effect upon population. 'l'he following is a list of mining 
centres:-

Kumirdubi Coal mines. 
Laikdihi Coal mines. 
Laragora Stone quarry mines. 
Madandihi Stone qua.rry. 
Mahta Stono quarry mines. 
Kuxuktupa , .. Stone quarry. 
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HEAD III.-VARYING DENSITY OF THE POPULATION. 

11. The subjoined statement gives all the useful and importa.nt information under this 
head:-

Figttres regarding IJensity oj Population sinaIJ 1881. 

Number of Number of 
Number of Number of Population. Number of persons occupied peraQIlS 

bea in Tillages. occupied houses. per square mile. houses per per occupied 
TlI,UfAlI. square square mile. houses. 

miles. 

1881. 11891
• -I 1881. I 1891. I 1881, I 1891. I 1881. 1 1891. ISS1. 11891. I 1881. \1891. 

1 G 7 8 9 will 1 D 1 ~ I " 
Purulis. 77" 1,179 34.,928 411,310 186,791 222,731 263 287 45 53 

I 5'3 5'3 ... '" ~ Jhalda ... 396 002 16,104- 18,898 91,391 102,320 231 258 40 48 6'7 5'" BaghmandC .. , 176 ~ 251 5,762 7,063 33,384. 38,602 190 219 32 40 5'S 6'" Chandil '" .. , 395 MO 14,137 18,372 81,251 92,673 206 255 35 4.7 5'7 5'" Rarahabhum 
'" li16 .. 1,001 21,176 22,,768 121,192 124,271 2011 240 41 440 6'7 54 Manbazllr '" .. 
, .. 258 '0 690 10,477 13,667 64,261 77,960 24.9 802 40 53 6'1 5'7 Raghunathpur .. , 300 tl li69 " 16,311 21,533 108,668 116,832 362 389 54 72 6'7 IN Gaul'1lDdi ... .. , 173 e 312 .... 6,849 8,936 45,793 52,640 265 3H 39 52 6'7 5'8 Para .. , .. , 119 .. 191 6,842 \ 8,831 39,740 43,478 334 365 57 74 5'S "'9 Chas '" , .. 237 '" 632 14,719 17,488 89,173 100,487 376 4241 62 7~ 8'0 5'7 ~~~dpur .. , , .. 127 1:: 

404, } { 6,671 } { 36,585 } { 288 } { 52 } 6'2 { 5'5 ~ 9,378 57,756 209 34 
Jharll. 

.. , , .. 151 477 5266 29,550 195 as 5'6 .. , .. , 200 432 7,085 7;584 45,701 43,395 228 217 35 38 0'5 67 Nir.ba .. ... 170 ~ 442 7,916 11,240 50,961 68,676 300 345 4.7 66 6'~ 5'2 Topchanchi ' .. 155 ,:!l 495 6,810 9,285 42,166 53,229 .-272 34.3 4~ 60 6'2 5'7 !> 

Total -- ~ ---- -------------- ------------'" 4,147 8,317 178,494 218,912 1,058,228 1,193,328 255 288 43 53 0'0 5'" 

It will be seen that there has been an increase of population in all the thanas 
oyer the popUlation of 1881. The total number of persons per square mile in 1891 is 
287'76, against 255'18 in 1881. The number of villages per square mile was 2'00 in 
1891 in the place of 1'48 in 1881. Number of occupied houses per square mile in the 
two census years was 43'04 and 62'64, and the number of persons, per occupied house 
in 1881 was 5'93 against 5'46 in 1891. The total number of occupied houses has increased 
from 178,494 to 218,912. It is clear that much unoccupied land has been inhabited, and 
that the popUlation has consequently spread over greater areas, Notwithstanding the steady 
march of popUlation, there is much land in the district which is covered by jun&,le and is 
waste. The increase in the density of the population of each thana is shown below:-

1 Gobindpur , .. 
2 Manbazar 
3 OMs 
4 Nirsha 
() Gaurandi 
6 Purulia 

50'71 
51'95 
47'73 
46'02 
39'57 
32'74 

] 3 Raghunathpur 

7 Tundi 
8 Para 
9 Baghmandi 

10 OhaDdil .. , 
11 Barahahhum 
12 Jhalda. 

27'21. 

31'46 
31'41 
29'08 
28'97 
27'66 
27'60 

In Topchanchi thana "there hs~s be~n a decrease in the density of population by 14'01. 

HEAD rV.-RELIGION. 

12. The distribution of the pOllU'aHon in the cenSUses of 1881 and 1891 according to 
religion, is shown below :-

1881. 

Males. Females, Both sexes. 
Hindus 468,689 477,558 946,247 
Muhammadans 23,277 22,176 45,453 
Ohristians 283 269 552 
Buddhists 11 ~12 23 
Brahmos 2 1 3 
Jews 2 2 
Sonthals 21,421 21,279 42,700 
Kols 248 241 489 
Others unspecified , .. . .. 11,395 11,364 22,759 
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1891. 
Males. Females. Both sexes. 

Hindus 482,287 490,271 972,508 
Muhammadans 27,658 2f5,597 53,255 
Christians 783 749 1,582 
lli~~ 1 1 
Sonthall! 80,392 81,4:18 161,810 
Jains 2 2 
Kols 246 241 487 
Oraons 87 104 191 
Paharias 106 102 208 
Koras 1,686 1,647 8,888 
Nanak-panthis 1 1 

In .1~79 some changes of jurisdiction took place, consequently the number of people of 
each religiOn comruted by the census of 1872 cannot be compared with the figures for the 
same in 1881 and 189!. 

The increase in the Hindu population in 1891 over that of 1881 is 26,262. The increase 
in the adherents of the Muhammadan faith is 9,802. Christians have increased by 980, and 
Sonthals by the very large figure of 119,110. These increments in the followers of the four 
chief.religions in the district cannot be traced thana by thana, as, for purposes of censusing, 
the cIroles were not the same in the years 1881 and 1891. Tho increase in the Hindu, Muham
madan, aIld Christian popUlations seems to be natural. No partioular or special reaSOJJS for 
the increase exist. In the case of the Sonthals the vast increase is no doubt due to natural 
causes, and to the influx of Sonthals from other districts, and possibly to some extent to more 
ca.rb£ul enumeration. 

13. There is nothing to noto under the head of pilgrimages, except that R small number 
Pl. d PIt t OT Hindus of Bihar and Upper India proceed to J uggannath vzti 

1 gnmages an rose Y Ism, c c. this distriot, but the number is so small that it bas no appreCI-
able effect upon population. Proselytism is carried on to some small extent in the distriot by 
a seotion of the Gel'IDan-Lutheran Mission and by the Rev. Mr. Oampbell of the Free 
Church of Scotland, who is labouring amongst the Sonthals of 'l'uDdi. Barring the liberal sect of 
Vaisnavas, the very nU]J1erous sects of Hindus in this district are conservative in the extl-eroe . 

.A. nominal increase in the professors of Hinduism, or rather Brahmanism, bas taken plaoe 
in this distriot, owing to the Bhuiyan, and Bhumij, and other inferIOr cllste people, who are also 
big landholders or zamznaars, or Rajas as locally styled, having assumed the holy thread, or 
having introduoed Brahmans amongst themse:ves to perform the borrowed rites and ceremonies 
of neighbouring Hindus. This prooess of slow so-called proselytism has been in progress in 
Manbhum for some time. 

Growth of new sects. No new sects have sprung into existence. 
14. Barahabhum would seem to be the only polioe clrole in whioh Sonthals and Koras, 

. . Oraons and Paharias rredomiuate. There are 11,256, 1,300, 
Predomlllance of parbcular sects III 27 and 65 respectively on the male side and 11 543 1308 

partlCuJar areas' , "" . 25, and 59 on the female side. Sonthals are also found in large 
numbers in Raghunathpur, Gaurandi, Chandil, Manbazar, and 'l'opchanchi. There are 
230 and 164 Kols, males and female~, in thana Tundi. There are a fair number of Ohristians 
in Purulia and Tundi. In other thanas there is a sprinkling, excert in Top("hanchi, where 
the number is m·l. In Para, Gaurandi and Jharia there are no female Christians. Muham
madans and Hindus are spread over the district rather evenly. Large nu~bers of the 
former are in Purulia, Gobindpur, Oh8s, JhaJda, Topchanchi, and Nu'sha. Hmdus predo
minate in Purulia, whrre the number is 9;),371 males and 9G,84:0 fema1es. The next 
thana abounding in Hwdus is 13arahahhuDJ, where there are 48,463 males and 49,086 femalos. 
In othor thana8 Hindu J)Jales and females number below halI a lakh. 

HEAD V.-INFlRlIUTms. 

Distribution of population according 
to parts of the dlstnct. 

15. The table below shows the distribution of infirmities 
according to thanas of the district:-

:BLIND. 

F. Total. I M. F. 

10 11 
T 12 13 

I I I r I 

I 
I I I I Sada1' Subdw,· I 

8t-On-. I 
\ 

r 

38 22 16 

\ 

165 100 65 331 I 186 

\ 

145 8941 175 219 
Puruha ... 

6~ 44 20 3D 

\ 

17 2!J 145 6~ 81 
Jhttlda .. ... 22 13 9 27 9 18 61 28 33 
Bnghmand, 13 9 4r 25 16 9 \ :58 .. 

n 5 60 37 23 52 20 32 98 4!J 
Cllllnd'l 16 I 172 71) 11)2 

17 10 7 103 61 42 74 24 50 
Barahabhum 

24 05 38 17 68 r 35 33 55 2'1 28 
Manbazar 45 21 169 226 1129 128 WI 

24 9 84 03 :n 385 
Raghunathpur •• 33 o! 3 34 23 U 87 41 46 101 40 61 
G:;urand, .. ... S 107 34 73 143 55 88 

Pam 14 12 2 42 26 16 131 .. 
16 7 69 41 28 80 28 52 241 110 

ChaS 23 - -------- .---_ .... -
229 -W-1867DI439 2EU 1,.250 553 697 ( 1.739 137 1,00:.1 

Total Sadar Subdm· 
\ 8'OD. I 



'rlIAlfAB. 

1 

Gobindpu,. Suo. 
division. 

obindpur 

haria 

G 

J 

N 

T 

T 

irsha 

opchanchi 

undi 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

. .. 

... 
... 
.. 

INSANE. 

Total. I 1I1f. I 
I z I 3 I 

n 7 

... ... 
9 Ii 

8 Ii 

2 :2 

( 6 

I DEAF AND DUlltB. 

F. I Total. I M. I F. 

4 I 5 l 6 I 7 

4 55 33 22 

... ... . .. ... 
4 48 I 31 17 

S 30 21 9 

.. . 16 10 6 

) 

I LEPERS. I BLIND. 

I Total. M. F. I Total. III. F 

I 8 9 10 I 11 12 13 

6S 2S 40 147 6\\ 85 

... .., .. . .. . ... .. . 
126 46 80 65 36 :19 

20 8 121 32 18 140 

11 II 9 27 14 IS 

otal Gobindpur " _ "_" '" I '" "_ '" .. - '" - --2;---:---1~ Subdivision. 

259 16\\ \)7 850 I 534 I 316 1,475 \ 637 838 

T 

GRAND TOl:A.L ... 2,010 
_______ 1 I ~ 

867 l,l~ 

On an examination of the statement, it will appear that the largest class of persons who 
are shown as infirm are affiicted with blindness, being 1,739 and 271 in the Sadar and 
Gohindpur subdivisions, or 2,010 in the district. The next numerous olass of infirms are 
the !epers, who are 1,250 in number in the Sadar subdivision and 225 in Gobindpur, 
maklllg a total of 1,475 for the district. The deaf and the dumb, who have been enu
merated together, come next in numerical strength, being 701 and 149 for the two sub
divisions, or 850 for the district. The number of persons su:fferin~ from unsoundness of 
mindis not very large, the number being 259 for the district, of whom 30 only are in 
Gobindpur and the balance of 229 in the Sa dar subdivision. It is ourious that the order in 
whioh the infirmities are distributed in the two subdivisions is the same. The blind come 
first, the lepers come next, deaf-mutes are the third, tho rear being brought up by the insane. 

16. The subjoined table will show at a glance the number of people professing a 
Distribution according to religion. particular religion in each thalia who are also blind:-

THANAs. 

1 

urulia ... 
ara ... 
anbazar ... 
aurandi ... 
aghunathpur 

p 
P 
M 
G 
R 
o 
J 
C 
B 
G 
T 
N 
T 
B 

has ... 
halda .. 
handil ... 
arabazar ... 
obindpur ... 
undi ... 
irsha ... 
opchanchi 
aghmandi ... 

Total 

Hindus. 

2 

... 359 

... 135 

. .. 45 

... 97 

... 295 

... 224 

... 135 

... 90 

. .. 150 

... 122 

... 22 

... 52 

... 30 

... 57 

... 1,813 

BLIND. 

I Mussalmans·1 Sonthals. Christians. Oraons. 

I 3 I 4 5 6 

I 15 16 I 4 ... 
7 1 ... ... 
3 6 ... 1 

... 4 ... .. . 
7 27 ... ... 

13 4 '" ... 
6 4 '" ... 
1 7 ... .. . 
5 17 ... .. . 

18 7 ... . .. 
... 5 ... .. . 
7 6 ... . .. 
1 1 ... '" 

1 2 1 ... 
84 

\ 
107 5 1 

It will be seen that blindness exists among the professors of 5 out of the 8 religions in 
the distriot. The most numerOUS blind Hindus are in Purulia thana, and the next in 
order is in Ra.ghunathpur thana. There aI'S no blind Muhammadans in Gaurandi and 
Tundi. Blind Sonthals axe to be found in every thana, more or less, the largest number 
being in Raghunathpur. In the Purulia and Baghmandi tkana8 only blind Ohristians are 
to be met with, the numb ex being 4 and 1 in each. There is only one Oraon blind man in 
![anbaze.r thana. 
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17. The following ta.ble shows the number of the deaf a.nd dumb, by religion, in eaoh 
thana :-

TRANAS. Hindus. I Mussalmans. I Sonthals. I Paharias. 

1 2 3 I 4 J 5 
I , 

Purulia 150 7 I 8 
Para 40 2 
Manbazar 49 4 2 
Gaurandi 28 2 4 
RaghunathpUl' 76 2 6 
Ohas 65 2 2 
Jhalda 55 5 4 
Ohandil 53 2 5 
Baghmandi 24 1 
Barabazar 86 7 9 1 
Gobindpur 49 5 1 
Tundi 13 1 2 
Nirsha 44 4 
Topohanohi 24 3 3 

--
Total 756 47 46 1 

This form of infirmity exists only among Hindus, Musalmans, Sonthals, and Paharias. 
The largest number is in Purulia, the next less in Barabazar among Hindus. 1_'here are no 
Sonthals afRioted with the disease in tkanas Para, Baghmundi, and Nirsha. 

Lepers, by religion. 

THANAS. 

18. The distribution of lepers, by religion, is exhibited 
in the following table:-

I Hindus. I Musalmans. I Sonthals.! Ohristians·1 oraons·l Pahariaa. 

--------+-----~----------~------~------~----

I! . 2 I 3 I 4 5 6 I 7 
~ ~ 

I Purulia ... ... 200 19 17 95 . .. 
Pa.ra. ... ... 93 13 1 . .. ... 
Ma.nbaza.r ... ... 59 ... 6 . .. 3 

GaUl'andi ... ... 79 ... 9 .. . .. . 
Raghunathpur ... 360 8 17 . .. . .. 
Ohas ... ... 72 5 8 I .. . .. . 
Jhalda. .. , ... 38 1 ... . .. ' .. 
Chandil ... ... 44 

I 
. .. 8 ... 

I 
. .. 

Baghmandi 25 2 ... " . ... .., 

Barabaz!U' ... 50 I 13 10 . .. I . .. 1 

Gobindpur ... 61 3 3 1 

I 
... 

Tuudi ... ... 8 1 2 ... '" 

Nirsha ... ... 116 7 3 ... ... 
Topohanchi ... 19 ... 1 ... '" -- -----.-

Total ... 1,223 70 82 96 3 1 
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The largest number of lepers among Hindus is in Raghunathpur thana. In Purulia 
and Nirsha lepers number above hundred among Hindus, while in all other thanas they are 
below that number. Muhammadan lepers are conspicuous by their absence in 5 thanas out 
of 14, viz. Manbazar, Gaurandi, Chandil, Baghmandi, and Topchanchi. The highest 
figure under this head is attained in Purulia thana, where it is 19. The proportion of 
lepers to the total popUlation is as 70 is to 53,255. In Jhalda thana no Sonthalleper was 
found. The number of Christians who are lepers is rather :arge in Purulia thana, being 95 
in number. This is due to the population of the leper asylum in Purulia kept up by the 
German missionaries. 

19. Iusaues, by religion, are shown in the following table :-

TII'\'~As. ! Hindus. I Musalmans. 
I 
Sonthals. 

- ~-- -_ 
1 2 3 4 

---- ----

Purulia 33 4 1 
Para 14 
Manbazar 41 1 3 
Gaurundi 7 1 
Raghnnathpur 25 2 6 
Chas '''1 21 2 
Jhalda ... 17 2 3 
Ohandil 15 1 
Baghmandi 12 1 
Bam"buzar 17 
Gobindpur ... 1 9 1 1 
Tunm 1 1 ... 
Niroha 7 2 
'l'opchanchi , 8 

I 

Total ... \- 227 14 18 

Among the Hindus the largest number affected wi~h insanity is in Manbazar, being 
41 in number. The next is in Purnl~a, whcr~ tho nUI?-ber 1S ~3. Raghunat~pur takes the third 
place ~n the scale of illb!1ne i:nha~ltants ot t~~ Hmdu . faIth. In the SIX thanas, of Para, 
Gaurandi, Chandil, Barabazar, N;rsha, and Iopchanrf.I. there are 'LO persons ot unsound 
or durangcd m.i:cd lJro!essing the Muhammadan re~lglOn .. Among the Son~hals there 
are no insanes III the SIX thanas o± Para, Ohes, Bughmandl, Barabazar, Tunm, and Top-
chanchi. 

Distribution accord;ny; to occul'i>tiors. 
20. Distribution according to occupations is shown in the 

following statements:-

Blind. 

OCCUPATION. 

I 
! 

.: 
'" 

.: 
'" " .2 

TXANAS. 

-, ! -I --- ~ I j ~ <, I~ 
I ! a) I ~ -.- ~ ~ 

'I .:'~;i.: :5 <i "6. 1l -5 si E ! Ii .I~': I 1 ~ 

~ ~ ~ ..c~", ~ ~ ~ II ~ .5 0 'c ~ § - +-> m ~ 0 f ~ ::,..~ Q) ~ I Cl.I ~ til ~ I.... 0 ""' I - ~ !:::$ 53 ~ J-o.,... 

g ~ I ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ I ~ .e ~ i -5 .S "S ~ I ~ ~ ;.~ o~ ~ I ~.~ I 
.: " ~ .: :;. 0 '" '" ~ " "', ] til s .4 

I~ 
~ :a -< ;g '" ... 
'" '" ~ 0 

0 rIl Eo< I 'il t) l..c " - .~ I " I to.- I oj ~,,~ 1$ Pl & -<, <:'3 , :::; ;;; ~~ 
..:< p; I rIl i::, 6 ,~ "" _;.-__ ~ .,--""_,__-'--_-'----'---"-_'--__ (--"'-!--_ ----1----!--1 -2-1-~ I 4\ 5 r 6 ~ ; ± r 11 ! 12 r 13 14 15 1 16 ( 17 r 18 r 19120 ~ 21 T 22 ; 23 r 24 { 25 r 26 ~7 

... II ~~ -Ii 1>.1 I ~ 1~ \ ~.~ 111~ .. ~ I.~ .. ~ 1 .. 4 ~ 4 .~ .~'.~ .~ I .. ~ 2 l~~';;"i i;~ 

II 
Purulia 
Para ... 
Manbazar 
Gaurandi 
Raghunathpur 
Ch"s 
Jhalda 
Chandil .. . 
Barabazar .. . 
Gobindpur 
Tundi 
Nirsha ... 
Topchanchi 
Baghmandi 

Total 

"'1316222432"1'" ............... 20 ......... 55 
.:: 18 l' 2 ...... 7 ... I... 4 ... 3 2 "',... 67 "I' ... 101 
... 100 4 : 33 11 16 11 5 7 9 11 n 5 6 100 6 6 329 

50 10 G 9 4 :8 "2' I 5 8 ... " 122 241 
11 G 10 2 ;; ... 9 2 .. , 1 4 1 "', ". 92 145 
18 1 1 1 3 3 2 3 7, 2 3 4 50 98 
48 4 6 2 ~ 2 6 ", 3 ... 1 2 "s 2 1.. 3 S 81 "i ... 172 

... IS 7 5 ... 8 ... 4 ... 0 ••. 1 :I... 90 '.. ...... 1 147 

... 6 1 ... ,... ... ... 3 I'" ... I' ... ,'" ,.. .., ... ... ... ... ... ...... 16............ 27 
... 13 2 I... 1 ..... 7...... 3, 1 ... ... ... ... ", ... S... ". 35......... .•. 65 
... 6 ... ,3 ......... 41 ...... ' ... 11 ........................... 16 ... 2 ...... 32 

~ 03 ... 221'" 6 ...... 1 ...... :I ............. "1." ... 43 ... 1 ......... 61 

::: "448'6118317,61_3719;:19 -36 40 j2110241713412,-7-S-2-989713S-7-iOio. 
-------_-~--



THANAS. 

Purulia 
Para ". 
'Manhn.'Rl' .. 
Guumndi 
R.ghunathpur 
CLB 
Jhalda 
Chandil ... 
Ibghmandi 
Bera' .za 
Gc )\ndpur 
Tundi 
Nirshn. •.• 
Topchanchi 

1 

TIJAIU.S. 

1 

Pnrulia 
Para 
Mauh zar 
Gaurandi ... 
Raghunathpur 
Chts ." 
Jhalda 
Chandil " 
:Bnghmnndi 
Earabn.zar ... 
Gobindpur 
Tundi , .. 
Nirsha ..... 
Topchancni 

Total 

Total 

_1 

.: .: 

I~ 
., 
" '" 2 ~ Co 
~ ;l.c 

178 I a9 26 

I I I 

I 

I .: ,; .: <L a Po .: <U 
<U ~ <U ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
~ =! g .. 

~ " ~ rn '" ~ ,... 0 "" ~ 
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]Jeaf and ]Jumb. 

1 
I 

;5 
~ t '§ 
"1;< .c "-... " " .~ 
~I~ 

Insane. 

OCCUPATION. 

2. 

3 

2. 
1 

8 

I .. 

4 
1 

~l I ~ 
~ § 

t ~I~ J ~ ~a) ~S~3o ~ 
~ '~Im"= q 'd '~I~ F! 
1';_j~t;SI£~~I~ ~ 

17 ~ 1R : 19 20
1

21122 r 23: 24 ; 25 ~ 
3 I 54 

... 
'''1 

27 
H 
19 
,,6 
'Z7 
39 
37 
7 

M 
3~ 

6 
~,' 

". : __ 2_0_ 

~ 1-2 -I" t ... -\ ... r ... ~- ~- 16~ 
.. I.. ... 1 2 •. ..• 42 

.• .,. I '" ... I ... 55 
"6 ... 2 '" 2 '2 :! 

2 •.• 1 69 

'1) :.: 

"I 1 6t 

4 

"'/'" 
"1'" "i 

1 ", '" '" 
"i 

60 
25 

103 
r,5 
16 
"8 
30 _ ___ t _____ _ 

850 12,31333 101 3 

~----~~I--~------
3 10 2 

OCCUPATION. 

Lepers. 

OCCUPATION. 

"i 1 
1 

I J I :o~ 
I~ 

~ 17118119 

1

"'--; ". a 
45 

"i 3~ 
I ::. 23 

22 
10 
13 
17 

1 II 
1 I... •• I 2. ::. '.:: "~l ::: ::: ~ --i--,-----!--

2. 2. ,\ 1." :l59 _- --- - -
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HEAD VI.-EDUCATJON. 

21. The abstract tables below give the number of persons in each of the three prescribed 
grades of educational attainments and the proportion to each other which they bear in 100 
at the last two censuses of all cla.sses. The statement for 1891 shows that out of the number of 
both sexes, only 9 in 1,000 were under instructIOn and 25 were able to read and write, leaving 
966 persons in 1,000 who can neIther read nor write. Of course this number mcludes chlldren 
below the school-going age, but even deducting thIS large number the results are discouraglllg. 
ConSIdering separately the figures for -each sex, it will be noticed that if the female educatIOn 10 

thIS drstrIct were not very backward indeed, the general results would of course be much more 
favourable. Of the 30,328 persons able to read and write, only 728 know English. 

SEX. 

1 

Male ... 
Female .. 
l30th sexes 

ale ... M 
F 
l3 

emale 
oth sexes'" 

Under 
lDstruc-

tIOn. 

1-
2 

... 11,295 

.. 342 

... 11,637 

... 10,176 
208 

.. 10,384 

1891. 

NUl:IBER-

Not under InstructIOn. 

Able to Unable to 
read Itnd read dnd 

wnte wnte. 

3 4 

29,681 652,217 
b41 699,146 

30,328 1,151,363 

1881. 

20,511 494,641 
31l1) 632,302 

20,901 1,026,943 

I PROPORTION FER CENT.-

Notlmder 
1llstructIOn. 

Under Total. mstruc- Able Unable Total. 

bon. to read to read 
and and 

wllte wrIte. 

5 6 7 8 9 

693199 19 5 931 100 
600,129 05 '1 9985 100 

1,193,328 97 25 9653 100 

625,328 19 3'9 942 100 
534,3UO 03 '07 999 100 

1,058,228 '98 2'02 91 100 

22. Comparing the figures of the last census with those arrived at by calculatlOn m the 
cenaus £or 1881, It will be mallliest that WIthin the decade the number of pupils of both sexes 
under instruction has increased from 10,384 to 11,636, and the number of persons able to read 
and write from 20,901 to 30,327, or by 9,426.- The census report for 1881 has not shown 
how many of th6~e know EnglIsh, and therefore no comparison ('an be made between the 
Eng11sh-knowing people of 1881 and 1891. There has been a rIse m the percentage of 
pupils under lllstructron and in that of persons able to read and wrIte (followed by a decline 
in the number of the Illiterate), the net result of the educatIOnal operations of the period 
belllg a gain of 1 pupil under instruction Ilud of 48 persous able to read and wrIte III every 
10,000 of all classes, and a loss of 47 not able to read and write. The advancement, though 
slow, is not altogether the outcome of the growth of populatIon, and we may fairly assume 
that it represents a real increase in the demand for education. 

23. The comparative statistics of schools and scholars since 1872 are given in the 
subjoined statement ._ 

YEARS. 

871-72 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

87273 
873-74 
87475 
87576 
87677 
87778 
87879 
87980 
S81)-81 
881-82 
882·83 
883·84 
88485 
88586 
88687 

18875S 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 

.. 

... 

.. 

.. ... .. 

~ j 
0 0 

.rl .rl 

" " rn en 

283 6754 
283 6,771 
294 6,950 
290 7,631 
286 7,787 
369 9,493 
392 9,616 
413 9,935 
338 8,385 
IJ66 9,197 
412 10,510 
454 11,666 
429 10,948 
434 12,309 
484 12,225 
555 13,757 
533 13,33S 
523 

I 
]321& 

537 13,385 
559 14,07Z 

LANGUAGE. 

li .; 'i3 ~ ;J <> .. 
'" ! @ .. 
1>1 

6 

. 
385 129 

I 
6,625 

405 6,751 
411 5,450 
381 b,69b 
555 165 7,022 
556 195 7.801 
526 184 9,432 
540 180 9,755 
438 186 8,195 
291 68 9,129 
311 72 10,438 
338 105 11,615 
439 1~9 10,843 
607 liS 12,243 
539 148 12,165 
538 182 13,6b4 
497 240 13098 
593 Sb7 12,885 
580 322 13,141 
628 205 13,867 

I RACE. 

" '" m 
1>1 ;:: § 
o. .rl 
0 0 'd 

m "RElIU.RKB. 
" I:l a '" 

~~ $~ '" ~ .~ '" o~ 'f:1 

I 
.rl ,,"' S 0 

::>" "'~ " .r> 
1>1" Z ... !:II ::a <l 

7 8 I 10 I 11 12 

119 6,469 166 
124 6,477 170 ... 129 6,551 166 104 
117 7,055 21b 193 .. 48 7,469 171 99 

55 9,105 218 115 
58 9,097 342 119 
59 9,409 345 122 
56 7,885 330 114 .. 33 8,703 3~1 IZa ... 4S 9,654 511 302 
29 10,808 468 361 .. 36 9,895 1i08 509 
241 11,039 489 757 
32 10,677 500 1,016 
55 11,519 507 1,676 

1 11,099 511 ],727 
3 11,146 426 1,643 ... 27 10,900 437 2,021 ... 13 11,5340 f,75 2,050 
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Oomparing the figures for 1890-91 arrived at by calculation in the last census with 
those obtained from the returns of the Education D<'partment, it will be seen that there is a 
difference of 2,435 pupils under instruction; the educational officers returned 14,072 pupils, 
while the census ofiicers have shown only 11,637. The only explanation that mo be given for 
this difference is that the census schedule books wero written in December, when many of the 
pupils of primary schools left such schools to assist their parents in gathering barvests; these 
were returned in the scheuale rooks as "illitrrate;" thoy came to sohool in March, when they 
had no work to do at home, and wore consequently shown in the returns of the Education 
Department as "under instruction." As there is no mcar:s of ascertaining from the figures of 
the census the number of s(·hools, must accept the figures of the Education Department, and 
shall make them the foundation of my report. There were in 18i:SO-81, 366 schools attended 
by 9,197 pupils. 'Within the last teu years the number of schools has increased to 559 and 
their pupils tu 14,072. 

24. Olassified according to re~lgjon, there were in 1880-81, 3~ Native Ohristians, 8,703 
Hindus, 341 Muhammadans, and 120 ahorig:nes under instruction: the year 1890-!11 returned 13 
Native Ohristians, 11,534 Hi.ndus, 475 Uu.hammadans, and 2,050 pupils of aboriginal descent. 
The loss in the number of Kative Ohristians is accounted for by the fact that the tendenoy 
towards Ohristianity has comparatively dimic:hhed amoug the higher classes. The inorease in 
the number of Hindu pup Is is a necessary ronsequer.ce of the growing appreciation of educa
tion. The leading feature in the educational history of the period is the steady and rapid 
increase of aboriginal pupils. The year 188()-81l'oturned only 120 pupils, while in 1890-91 
tho number stood at 2,Ou\). Th", strnllwus and cOlltinued efforts on the part of educational 
officers, added to liberal grants made by GovernmeJlt for the advancement of the backward raoos, 
have brought about this satisfactory reslllt. 

25. The parts of the district which are adjacent to Banlmra and Burrlwan are, by reason 
of their constant inter(>o~m,e and comn:nnlcution with thl:' cOlUraratively morfl advanced people 
of those districts, better off as reganls oduc·atioTI t1an tho other portions of the district. The 
parts included within the tltanas of Barabazar, Baghmandi, Putkoom, and Jhalda, and part of 
Manbazar and the than us of Topchanf'hi and Tundi in the Gobindpnr subdivision are less 
advanced, and in these we find a 10,,::, Dumbl'r of people able to read and write. 

HEAD VII.-LANGl:AGE. 

26. The subjoined statements compare the statistics of the languages spoken by the 
residents of Manbhum :-

I'al'pnt Tongue. 1891. 

BEX. 

- - - - - - -

I I 
1 

I I 
, 
~ 

, 1 ~ 
~ a . ..: .i ·s . ..: 

:a .J i -5 .~ I ~ 'il '" ,; ~ " ~ § .s .~ .. 8 .,; .~ .; " _,:; " ~ " .. ., 
~ " r:: oJ OJ p . f"I rn P I'< Po< Po< (!:) ~ Eo< I -

1 2-[- 3 4 5: 6 I 7 I 8 I n I 10 I 11 / 12 113 r 14 I 15 I 16 

Male '" ... 1 448,605 I 77, 224 1 62.894 7; -I ;9 I 1 I 1271 29 I 1,130 I 134 56 8 6 10 7 
Female •.• •.• 45~,085' 78.390 58.tH5 494 241 I ... 81 16 1,072 95 2 a 7 1 7 

Totalolbothsexesl-007.~0~ 155'~4~1~1.539-~,93'-1-1-:l~J-45-:~rul-2z9 58 11 13 11 140 

SEX. 

I '1-- --1 
, 

~li~ ~ If 
r 17 T l~r20-1-21 I 

--- -

I I <i '5· .S 
.~ , .!!! 
~ .s .~ , " .,; 

I " ... 
] 

... .. 
§ ~ ~ '" " S I oj _,:; 
~ A I ~ Id I ~ -- . 

d .~,' j - ~ 
~ ~ I ~ 

22 I 23 I 24 I 25 I 26 I 27 I 28 I 29--'I""';-so....!.,-1 __:'SI , 
~[ale ... ..• 44 I 5r, 11 562 137 ~,~51 1 3 Il6 5 732 102 593,199 I -, --I I I 1 1 I i I 
Female '" ... ~_~_~_ •.. _~~_._ .. _~_I_._ .. _7_ ~_t_ 721 ____::_I 600,129 

T,bl. b,,,, .BM" I I~ I " I I •• ," I '" I • : "" I • "I \7', ' .""i 001 I ".,'" I 
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27. From the figures it appears that the chief language of the district is Bengali, and it 
was so in 18tH. More than ~ths of the people speak BengalI, nearly tth speak the Sonthali 
d alect, -lith of the whole populatIon are HmdI-speab.mg, and nearly "/2 are classed under other 
heads. There were m 1881, 830,b78 Bengah-speakmg persons of both sexes; theIr number 
rose last year to 907,690, or wIthlll thE' perIOd there has been a gain of more than 9 per oent. of 
the populatlOn speakmg BengalI WIth rogard to those spoakmg the Southall language, on 
a comparIson of the figures under this hf'(1d for the census of 1881 and 1891, it wlll be seen 
that from 100,047 1ll 18R1, the populatIon mereascd to 155,614 in 1891, showing a very 
extraordlllary mcrease of 50 per cont, and no satisfactory explanatIOn can be gIven of thIS 
enormous increase. '1 he only e'\pbnahon that may be oftered IS that the dialect of the Kols 
being akin to that of the Sonthals, some of the census officers III 1881 by mIstake entered 
under the head of Kols, ~onthah-spoaklDg persons, who properly should have come under the 
catesory of Sonthals '1 he decrease of 12,550 persons under the hcad of Kols from 13,463 in 
IS81 to only 913 in 1891 IS also acrountcd for by the same arguments. The parent tongue 
of nearly -cth of the enbre populatIOn IS Hmdi The last census showed 121,)05 porsons of 
both sexes under the head of HmdI-spoaKlllg The census of 1881 not havmg shown sE'parately 
the Hmdi and Drdu-speakmg persoll'l, and having returned all porsons spoakmgthese languages 
undor one head, »e cannot compare the figures of the last year under the head of Rlllm. 

28 Taklllg together the uumber of persous spea1..lllg these languages, there were last year 
in thIS district 121,798 per'lons under thIS head; the prevlOus census havmg returned 10D,781 
under the same class, the lllcrease Jll the decade IS thus a lIttle more than 10 per cont. The 
census of 1881 dId not claSSIfy separatply Paharias, Kherwars, Khenas, and many others, and 
these Were shown under the head" UnspeCIfied," so no oompanson can be made of the figures 
for the two years under these hoads The fluctuations under the other heads are ummportant, 
and nothing 111..0 a lletalled explanatlOn of these need be attemptod. 

HEAD VIII.-OASTEs.'" 

29. In the treatment of this blanch of the subject it is almost impOSSIble to follow the 
method adopted by Mr. W B. Oldham lD hIS pamphlet known by the name of "Some 
Hlstoncal and B1hlllcal Aspects or the Burdwan dIstnct." The statlshcs supplied by the 
Supermtendent oE Oensus 0perabons only show the number of malos and females of each caste 
in the dlstriot j and WIthout the figures by tlzanas, It is SImply ImpOSSIble to make any 
attempt to explalll the dIstrIbutIon of the chIef ca~tos in tho dlstnct a!}d any variations in 
suoh (hstnbubons whlOh may have taken plare smce 1872 I have therefore only endeavoured 
to arrange the oo5tes lU order ot theIr sOOlal precedence and to deal WIth the subject lU other 
respects. 

30. It is only among the Hindus that the caste system is in full force. In the eyes of 
the TImdus the aborigmal races and tnbes have no castes or SOCIal status, and those that 
have been partially HmdUlzou or have adopted some of the Hmdu customs are conSIdered very 
low. 'l'hus the Sonthals and Kols are con<;ldered by the Hmdus as outSIde the pale of the 
caste system, and they are ru.nkei below tho;:,e people who have partIally adopted the Hindu 
customs, such as Bagdls, BhumlJes, Haurls, &c. 

31. Among the Hmdus proper the Brahmans stand highest in social rank and status. 
They ale the priestly caste. 'l'helr proper profeSSIOn IS reading and expoundmg the Umdu 
~arleil relIgIOUS books, periOImmg the worshIp of the gods, and mllllstermg on the occaSIOn of 
maITmge, 81 nddh, and other rehgIOl.s ceremomcs 

32. The Dalbaks, Ganaks, Grahacharnas, and Grahabipras are a kind of degraded 
Brahmans. 'l'hey are astrologors, calculators of natIVItIes, and almanac makers. The Kathaks 
are stIll lower m rank. 

03. Just below the Brahmans may be classed the Kshatriyas or Ohhatris or Ohhetris 
whose orlgmal profeSSIOn »as that of arms. At presont they are for the most part merohants 
traders 1 he HaJPuts seem to be lower than the Kshahiyas. Thell' present occupatIOn IS cul
tivatIou or sel VIce. The V alsyas ~tand next lower; trade and cultivatIon are theIr prmClpal 
OCCUp'ltIOns. The Baldyas are next m sorIal standmg. ThIS is a caste llltermedlate between 
the three hIgher claoses and the Kaya~thas and Sudras. Kayasthas may be rankod next. 
They are the wrlter caste. They are eithel Beugal Kayasthas or the BIhar Kaets. 

34. Then come the Bhats and Babhans. Bolow the Kayasthas and Bhats and Babhans 
are t\e Navasakahs There 18 some drfference of opmIOn as to who the Navasakahs are. But 
the Naplt, the Malra, the Tanh, the Tambu11, the Badgop, the Gandhabamk, the San1..hari, the 
Kamal', and the Kumhar alo generally conSIdered as undoubted Navasakahs. It IS dIfficult to 
asceItain whwh of the Nava"akahs are superlOr to the others III pOInt of sOOlal status A BIah
man can take" ater and certam kmds of sweetmeats from theIr hands, and none of them eat 
or are beheved to eat meat plOlllbIted by the Hmdu Shastras 

3;'1. The chIef crIterIOn for determlTIlllg whether a partwular caste is respectable or low is 
how far a Brahman and the hIgher caste Ile'(t below would drmk water from the hands of its 
members. 'l'his criterIOn for the mO'lt part depends upon whether the caste eats prohibited 
moat or unclean food. The pro]:l.lblted meat or unrlean food-eatmg castes ,Q>re consldered very 
low, and no Bll1hman or next lower castes would drmK water from theIr hands. 

-R---- -- ----- -- ------ --- -----

• V,d' let tor No 770' dated 12&h January 1893, from C. A. S Bedford, lJ.q I Deput) CommISSIOner of Manbhum. 
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36. Those castes amongst whom the sagai or sanga form of marriage prevails are considered 
lower than those amongst whom such form does not prevail. This form of marriage is not 
recognized and does not prevail among the more respectable castes. 

a7. The following are the castes from whose hands a Brahman or the next lower castes 
may drink water :-Saraks, Baruis, a section of Telis, and Kansaris. 

3S. There are some who consider that the Kahars, the Dhanuks, the Bhars, and the 
Malakars, are castes from whose hands one of a higher caste may drink water. The Dhanuks 
and Kahars are evidently Bihar castes, while the Bhars are Hinduized aborigines of Man
bhum, and whatever social standing they now have is due more to their service for generations 
as domestic servants under the satttilldars of Pachete than to anything else. The Sarnakar, 
Sikra, or Sonar, the Goala, and the Subarnabanik are next in social rank and the caste grade. 
No Brahman or the caste immediately bclow him will drink water from their hands. 

39. :Kandu and Koiri, Kewat, Kaibartta, Mala, and Ghunia stand next. Below them are 
the Kolu, the Chhutar, the Sunri, and the Pasi. N ext are Bhuiyas, Kadars, Beldars, Koras, 
and Nunias. Below them are-(l) Pod, Bagdi, and Savar, (2) Bauri, Lohar, and Musahar, (3) 
Dosadh, Gorait and Dam, Turi and Mahili, (4) Dhoba, Chandal, Bediya, and Ghasi, (5) 
Jugi and Mal, l6) Muchi and ChamaI', l7) Hari and Mehter. 

40. Among the lowest classes those who eat the uncleanest meat or food are considered the 
lowest. I have purposely omitted to mention above the few aboriginal tribes or castes not yet 
Hinduized. They are the Kurmis, Muras, Bhumijs, Sonthals, Rajwars, and Bhuiyas. 
Among them the Kurmis are perhaps higher. But the Bhumijes, Layas, and Muras are the 
more respectable on account of their agrlCultural status, many among them being zamindars 
and ghatwals, tenure-holders, and also occupancy raiyats. The Sonthals come next, and 
below them the Ra.jwars. The Rajwars and Omans may be classed below the Kurmis, but 
above Bagdis, Bauris, and Doms. The term Bhuiya connotes more of the occupation as 
cultivator. Bhuiyas may be subdivided into Bhuiya proper and titular Bhuiyas. The tribe 
probably came from the southern portion of the Chota Nagpur Division, and they evidently 
grow mOre respectable in social status as they travel southwards. In Orissa they are far more 
respectable than in Chota N agpur. 

41. The Kurmis of Manhhum have evidently raised themselves a step higher than the 
Sonthals in the eyes of the lIiudus, by their abstaining from beer and pork, than the 
Bhumijes by abstaining from beef. There is a distinction between the Kurmis of Chota 
Nagpur aud the Kurmis of Bihar. The physical formation and features of the two classes 
are different. The Kurmis of Chota Nagpur are probably of Dravidian descent, and are less 
respectable than the Kurmis of Bihar. In Bihar a Brahman will take water from the 
hands or the Bihar Kurmi, but no Brahman in Manbhum Will take water from the hands of 
a Kurmi. This is proba11y attributable to the fact that the Manbhum Kurmis eat fowl, 
which is a prohibited food according to the Hindus. 

42. Agriculture is the original and characteristic profession, hut a few men of late years 
have become traders in grain. Tho great major:tyof the caste are occupancy Or non-occupancy 
raiyats, but some have aeC{uired substantial tl'nures. 

43. 'rhe Bhumijs here appear to be different from the Mundas, but both undoubtedly 
came from the same stock. 'l'11e Bhumijs occupy the tract of country to the east of the 
Ajodhya range, while the Mundas that to the west, Mura may possibly be a titular or 
functional designafon, for we 50lllrtiml's find the hradmen of the Bhumij class called 
Mums. 1'he tenures they hold are termed Murari. TI:ere are also Mankis among the Bhumijs. 
They are more respectable, and superior in point of agricultural status to, the ordinary 
Bhumij_ 

44. Some of the Rajas awl zamindars in Manhhum are Bhumijf1, but the tendency amongst 
these gentlemen is to disassociate tllemselves from their rlass by claim:ng a Rajput or 
Chhetri descent. The occupation of the Bhumij was formerly military, and he indulged freely 
in guerrilla warfare, in raids and in marauding generally. Now some of them are sal' dar ghat
wals of the different Tarufs. Some of them are tenure-holders, but the great bulk of them 
are cultivators or labourers, and are as a class fairly peareful. 

45. 'l'he Sonthals are a Dravidian tribe. They generally style themselves Sonthal Manjhis. 
They are an ignorant class and wanting in intelligence. Their chief occupation is agriculture, 
but some of them a150 serve as agricultural labourers and miners. 'l'here is a remarkl~ble 
unity among them as a class. Their social status is lower than that of the Bhumijs. 

46. The Rajwars are mOre Hinduized than the Sonthals. The members of the caste profess 
to be Hindus, alld they observe some of the Hindu ceremonies. 'fueir social rani{ is low. 
'rhey canllider theffillelves, however, above Bauri.s and Doms. 'rhey are a cultivating ca,ste. 
Some of them are occupancy raiyats, but a large proportion have not risen above the coudiHon 
oE landless day labourers. 

47. '1'he subjoined list shows castes according to social precedence as locally recognized:-
1. Brahman, Daibak, Ganak, Graha- (N apit. 

charjya, Grahabipra, Acharjya. I Mayara and Halui. 
2. Kshatriya Or Chhetri. Tanti. 
3. Rajput. Tambuli. 
4. Vaisya. 9. Navasakah <{ Sadgop. 
5. Baidya. I Gandhabanik. 
6. Kayastha and LaIa Kaet. Sankbari. 
7. Bbat. i Kumhnr. 
8. Babhan. lKamar. 



{

Sarak. 
10. Barui. 

A seotion of Teli. 

{
Kansari. 

11. Malakar. 

{ 
Bhar. 

12. Dhanuk 
13. KahfLr 
14. Sarnakar, Sikra or Sonar. 
15. Goala. 

16. Subarnabarnik. 
17. Kandn. ' 
IS. Koiri. 

! ~:ili:;tta. 19. Malo. 
Ghunia. 

20. Kalu. 
21. Ohhutar. 
22. Sunri and Kalwar. 
~3. Pasi. 
24. Bhuiya. 
25. Kadar. 
26. Beldar. 

{ 
Kora. 

27. Belliar. 
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~
POd. 

2S. Bagdi. 
Savar. 

29. \ ~~b~;. t Musahar. 

t 
Dosadh. 

30. (a) Gorait. 
Dom, Turi, and Mahali. 

30. (b) Kurmi. 
31. (a) Dhoba. 

t 
Bhumij. 

31. (b) Mura. 
Laya. 
Ohandal. 32. (a) 

32. (6) 
33. (a) 
33. tb) 
34. (a) 
34. (b) 
35. 
36. 
37. 
i:JS. 
39. 
40. 

Sontbal. 
Bediya. 
Rajwar. 
Ghasi. 
Oraon. 
Jugi. 
Mal. 
Muohi. 
Ohamar. 
Hari. 
Mehter. 

HEAD IX.-OCCUPATION. 

4S. The following is a list of castes and tribes arranged according to their ocoupations :

A.-Agrioultural Castes. 

Amat. 
Narhan. 
Vaisya. 
Bhumij. 
Bhuiya. 
Bagdi. 
Bauri. 
Bhar. 
Babhan. 
Bahila. 
Ohasa. 
Sadgop. 
Dosadh. 

Brahman. 

Agarwala. 
Aguri. 
Kasarbani Bania. 
Mahuri. 

(1) Workers in fabrics and 
dress stuffs

Tanti. 
Tatwa. 
Jolaha. 
J'Qgi, 

Dhanuk. 
Dhangar. 
Dom. 
Kahar. 
Kaibartta. 
Koiri. 
Kurmi. 
Kadar. 
Kharwar. 
Khaira. 
Kharia. 
Musahar. 
Malakar. 

B.-Profes8ional Caste8. 

Baidya. 

0.- Commeroial Caates. 

Go.ndhabanik. 
Kshatriya. 
Sundi. 
Subarnabanik. 

D.-A1·fizan Class. 

Mal. 
Mahali. 
Pod. 
Rautia. 
Rajwar. 
Sarak. 
SonthaL. 
Savar. 
Goala (partially). 
Barui. 
Oman. 

Kayastha. 

Tambuli. 
Babhan. 

(2) Workers in foM and (3) Workers in a:nimal sub-
drink
Mayara. 
Halui. 
Kandu. 
Sundi. 
Kalwar. 
Pasi. 

stanoes
Sankhari. 
Cham.a.r. 
Muehi. 
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(4) Workers in vegetable substances
Kalu. 

( 5) Workers in mineral sulJstances
Bhaskar. 

Bal'hL 
Chhutal' 
Bari. 
Dom and Tun. 
Teli. 
Mallakar 
Mahali. 
Pan. 

(1) Hunting castes
Gulgulia. 
Kanjar. 

Rajwar (partially). 
Rajput. 
Napit. 
Kora. 
Nunla. 
BeIdar. 
Kahar. 
Bagal. 
Gorait. 

(1) A.ctors and mimics, sing-
ers u.nd musicians-· 

Kathak. 
Nat. 
Bairagi. 
Dom. 
Gorait. 

(4) Astrologers
Daibajna. 
Ganaka. 
Grahacharj ya. 
Acharjya. 
Grahabipra. 

Kumhar. 
Kamal'. 
Sonar. 
Th:atheri. 
Sarnakn.r. 
Kansal'i. 
1 .. ohar. 

E.-Pastoral Gast('l;. 

Gonia inoluding its sub-castes. 

F.-Hunting and Fishing Gastes. 

(2) Fishing castes
Kaibartta. 
nira. 
Kewat. 
Ghunia. 
Malo. 
Tiyar. 
Kadar. 

G.-Serving Gastes. 

Dhoba. 
Dhangar. 
Dom. 
Bauri. 
Ghassi. 
Bhar. 
Dhanuk. 
Hari. 
Mehter. 

H.-Unproductive Groups. 

(2) Devotoes
Sanyasi. 
Vaishnava. 

(3) Genealogists and bards
Bhat. 

(5) Jugglers, snake-oharmers and animal 
exhibitors --

Bedias. 
Gulgulia. 

(6) Acrobats

Mal. 

Most of the aboriginal tribes and semi-Hinduized castes have for their ohief occupation agri
oulture; but some of them betake themselves to other pursuits. '1'he colleotion of lao is an occu
pation adopted by some. Not a few of the Bhumij class have risen to the status of zamindars 
and talukdars, and the general tendency of those that have so risen is to disclaim their connec
tion with the tribe from which they have sprung, and to olaim It Rajput or Ohhetri origin. 

49. The higher castes sometimes carryon oultivation in addition to their caste occupations, 
but generally by means of hired labour or servants or bhagjotdars. Thus we see Brahmans 
and Baidyas, Rajputs and Maras, Kayasthas and Tambulis maintain themselves by agriculture, 
or trade, or both. 
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50. Of the agricultural class, the Koiri, the Bhumij, the Bhuiya, the Sonthal, the Bauri, 
and the Dom are by far the most numerous. Most of the Bhumijs are actual oultivators; some 
are tenure-holders and a few are zamindm·s. Of the rest, mOot are actual cultivators, but some 
of them are occupancy raiyatB and mukarraridars. The lowest castes are, however, for the most 
part bhagjotedars and non-occupancy raiyats, while not a few are occupancy roiyats. 

51. The Baruis are generally employed in the cultivation and sale of betel-leaf; but some 
of them are petty dealers and shop-keepers. Rearing of lac is not unfrequently resorted to by 
many of the agricultural classes. 

52. The professional class includes men of the higher castes. Many Brahmans, in addition 
to their learning, worship, and priestcraft, serve as clerks in Government offices and under 
zamindars, and a few as cooks in the hous,eholds of those castes from whose hands they can 
take water, carryon agriculture by means of hired labour, and sometimes adopt trade and lend 
out money and paddy on interest. 

53. The Baidyas have for the most part given up their original avocation of the physioian, 
and have accepted service under Government and municipal bodies or under the zarnindars. 
The Kayasthas have generally adhered to their original ,caste occupation, viz. that of a writer, 
but many are to be found as traders and money-lenders; some have become zamindars and 
taluk(l.'ars and some carryon agriculture by hired labour. 

54. The artizan class consists of a good number of castes according to their various occu
pations. The Chamar and the Muchl, who work in hide or leather, are considered the 
lowest. The social position of the J olaha, Dom, and Mahali is very low also. The Sundi, 
Jugi and Kalwar, are a little higher than the Dom. Those who work in metals and cloth 
are, on the whole, oi higher status. 

55. The pastoral castes are the Goalas and their sub-castes. Cultivation, however, is the 
occupation of many of them. 'The hunting castes are the Gulgulia and Kaiya and the Sonthals. 
They are generally of a very low social status. The fishing castes are above them. The 
Raj fmts serve generally as peons or rent-collectors under private zumindars, but not a few fill 
the office of domestic servants in Hindu households. A number of them are cultivators also. 

56. The Napits generally maintain themselves by shaving people. Many of them, 
however, serve as domestic servants, and some carryon agriculture. 1'he Kora, Nunia, and 
the Beldar dig tanks and excavate earth for money aad dlzan remuneration, and not unfre
quently on oontract. The Beldar is al~o a sort of modern Balbus: he builds walls. The 
Bhar, the Dhanuk, and the Kahar are mostly domestic servants. The Bagals serve generally 
as cowherds. 1'he Dhobas are the was)1erman caste. Most of the Ghasis serve as syces or act 
as grass-cutters. The Goraits are village officials, and find employment as hired musicians at 
weddings and other festivals. Some are employed in agriculture as non-ocoupancy raiyats 
or agricultural labourers engaged by the year. A few hold land which they cultivate them
selves in consideration of service. 

57. 1'he Dhangars, a olass <>f nomadio hillmen, are agricultural labourers who work 
on the contract system. The Dom, Bauris, Mahalis and others are all agricultural labour
ers. Doms and Mahalis also work in bamboo and manufacture baskets, &c. The Bauris 
are also palki-bearers. The £shing castes generally maintain themselves by catching and 
selling fish. 'lhey are fairly well-to-do. The Bedias are snake-charmers and begga~'s. The 
Gulgulias train monkeys and goats and exhibit the animals trained for a consideration. 
The Bairagis are beggars and smgers; but many of their class have now taken to agriculture 
The Bhats are so-called family bards and genealogists. Both the Goraits and the Doms are 
persons who make lllght grideons, being musicians and tomtom-beaters. The Nats are singers. 

58. Among all the lower castes and tribes both males and females work. The females 
of the cultivating class generally assist the males in cultivation. They weed plants and cut 
paddy, raise vegetables and gourds for home consumption and sale. They also serve as day 
labourers. Of the artizan class, with the exception o± Sunri, Chhutar, Bhaskar, Kansari, and 
a few others, the females assist the males in their caste avocations. Of the fishing castes, the 
females take the £sh caught by the males to the market for sale. Of the serving class, the 
females of the Napits, Nunias, Koras, Beldars, Doms, Bauris. Haris, Mebters, Ohamars, 
and Muchis work in the same way as the males. The higher caste females do not work with 
the males generally, but the females of Tambulis, Chasas, and Tantis are sometimes seen 
assisting the males. 

HEAD X.-ADMINISTRATIVE.'" 

59. The checking and ve1'i:ficalion oj the Oensus Registn's A and B.- On receipt of oircular 
No. 1 in May last, steps were at once taken for verifying these two registers prepared 
in 188l. A list 01 mauzas in eaoh thana was Bent to the officer in chargE', and he was 
required to insert opposite each mauza the names of the hamlete, grams, dihis, q.c., which 
then occupied each mauza area. Each police officer'was required to 'Visit at least 25 per cent. 
of the villages jp his thana and satisfy himself on the spot that the information he had 
collected was corre-ct. Muhal"l'irs and others were sent out to scrutinize the lists when received 
and all possible care was taken that not a single hamlet had been left out. Registers A and B 
were then corrected, the instructions contained in circular No. 1 being carried out to the 
letter. 

R 
.. Vtde letter No. 26' dated the 9th April 1891, from E. N • .Baker, Esq., c.s., Deputy Oommissioner of !I1anbhum, to the 

Superintendent of Census Operations, Bengal. 
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()O. General an·angements.-There has been no ohange in the urea of the distriot since 
S(l.dar. 9. Chnrlil. 1881 .. It wa:s divided into 14 charges noted in the margin, 

• 110. '3",'ahubhum. as agalllst 10 m 1881, each charge being conterminous with 
2: Para. • GObilldpttr Sub. a 1~r.a JUrIS ICtlOn, .e:x;ceptmg 0 mdpur, which inoludeS' 1 Puruha I t~ .. d' . 'G b' 
3. M:anbazar. dit'isioJO. JharlR thana. Ohandl11s a new thana) comprising pa1'gana 
!: ~~~~~~;thpllr. 11. Gobin'lpur. Pa;tkum and 59 villages of Burahabhl';m. Para and Tundi 
6, Cha~. [12. Tundi. bemg separate than as, were formed mto separat.e charges, 
7 .• Thalda., 13. Xirsha.. Eaoh charge again was diviued into a number ()£ sub-
8. Ba,ghmttlllll. 14. T"!,, b"ncb. h ' , , . c arges, generally contermmous WIth a parga'fla or outpost 
the total number of sub-oharges in the district being 70. Only Para, a smaJ.l thana WE!; 
not so divided. Each sub.charge was subd~vided into a number of ciroles, and eaoh ~ircle 
into a number or blocks,-ihe smallest census divisions pl'sscribed. Tho number of ciroles 
was 372, and t.hat of blocks, 3,432, The census nomcncla.ture advised iu ciroular No.3 was 
adopted, excepting in the caso of officers in oharge of sub.charges, who were called Sub
charg~ SU11erintendcnts inRte,ad of Inspectors, as in f'UbSe~luent circlllars. Of tlw 14 Charge 
Supenntendonts, 10 were pol:ce officers, 2 of the EducatIOn Departmont, 1 waa the District 
Engineer, and 1 8 European missionary gentleman. The Sub.charge Superintendents 
were either police officers, digwars, zamindal's' servants, tas/zilrlm's under the wards' and 
enoumbered estates, and pandifs. 

G1. Besicles those 14 charges which covored the rural area, there were ;3 towns-Puru1ia, 
Jhalda, and Raghunuthp.ur -all under the :1fllnicipal Act. r:f.1he Vice~Ohairman, l'urulis. 
MunkiraE~y, I1nd th? Or.~1rl~e~ ~£ the otaer two municipalities, were Charge Superintendents 
within theu respectIVe JUrIsdiCtions, and made all necessary arrangements for the census of 
the to;vn population) dividing ,tho town ~re!1s into circles antI .bloeks. aDd appointing 
superVIsors a::id enumerators. T1lE'rrJ were 22 cucles and 125 blocks m the 3 towns. 

62. Special arr(1It,qements.-Tile enumemtion or the railway officers and travellers was 
entrusted to the rail way ofEcials, and the distl'it't agency hsd noth:ng to r'l.o with it. The 
jail ]:lOllUlatioll was counted by tho jal]ors under the supervision of the J aI~ Surerintenr1ents 
and myself. For the oonsus of travellers on the night of 26th litlTate ppons and cOIl&taLles 
were deputed and posted at convenient stations on the principal roads of the district, being 
supp:ied with books ano. tickets. They started 8imu~tu.neously hom their station:! at 8 1'.1vl" 

and counted all the persons they found on the way until they reached the next station. 
Only 239 bavellers were thus counied on that night. rrhere was one fair, (Janed Jha,.ibar£ 
fair, in Gobindpur subdivision, in which 402 persons were counted nll the last night. The 
wh()le area covered by the fair was JiviJ<:,d into convenient blocks, and the Sub.Uegistrar of 
Gobiudpur was specially deputed to sUllervise tho arrangements and the taking or the 
census, English schedules wero supplied 10 the European heads of families, which they 
themselves filled up, generally correctly. rrhere were lOB Europeans and Eurasians in the 
distriC't. Some plivate sohedules (,xoluding railway otficia1s were Hol'll in Gob:nupur sub
a:vi.sion, lJut nnno in ~hf' Sadar subdivision. Thero is no hoat population in Manuhum. 

63. Scltedules.-·From thu vory lwgiuni'lg oUTe was taken to n~certain how many sohedule 
books of each kind would be required ill the diRtrict. 88 caloulateil from the 7th tablE' of 
circular 11. Thfl police offioers were asked to submit li6tS showing tho number of houses 
in each vi.l1r.ge in their th rlUrl.8. WhE'n those lists were received, the number (If books of 
eaoh k:r,\l il\l)ly to hI' rr'l"-:xcd for of-ch village Wl1S worked out by tl c C{'nSllS I10puty Magis
trate from ths'said table amI entered in Hoe al.ove lists. This tn.'lk being finisbed, an indent 
was subrnitt.ed, but it was not complied with in lull. We were asKed to wait until the houses 
had been numbered and the sllpervisors had furnished numbers of houses in each v:llage in 
the hOU'>8 f()rms. When thO"" w('re rccdved cluly £110/1 up, tho Census Deputy Magistrate 
again work('d out £or {,:lch ~ilhgo in the di~trict. the nu~ber of sohedn10 boo~s nOfldeu fo~' it, 
and another indent was suh'.utted. The supply then gIven sufficed for a hme, bllt tlurr1e-
mentary il1den~b had in 00 submitted again, as in several cases tho. books rlUl'l'lied proved 
insufficient. The following statemen~· sb.ows the number or books reeelved, used and not used. 
The wap,b::re was th,lS only 5t per cent. against a ma.rgin (:ts estimated by the Gousus Super
jntendent) of 34 prr cont. The wu"te was very small. 

1 

Books recpived. 
Do. med 
Do. not used 

I BOOKS o~- .. 

60 I 31) \ 20 I 10 I 
Total. 

I schedules, I sehedules. : schedules. : scbedul~s. 
- I· ---

\ 2 3 4 I I'> 6 

2,410 
2,367 

43 

2,875 
2,732 

143 

'-

2.770 
2,634 

136 

4,300 
3,923 

371 

12,255 
1l,B56 

699 

64 The Bengali schedules were used throughout, it boing the prinoipallanguage of the 
district.' A few Hindi sohedules were used in t~e subd~vision, as some enumer~tors of Tundi 
could write ill Hindi, but not in Bengali. The lDstrllotl?nS ~o enumera~or8 berng velY f~ll, 
flome of the headings of the schedule might have been sIIDl.lhfied. For lDstance, the headmg 
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of column 4 (Oaste) wag not a little puzzling to the average enumerator; the simple words 
M8!e, race, or tribe would haye been sufficient and quite intelligible. Columns 3 find 5 (Seot and 
Subdivision of Caste) and 11 were particularly difficult to the simple enumerators of Manbhum, 
not to speak of the illiterate people.who were expected to answer their questiollil. Men who 
do not understand what religion means, and say that they are Hindus-only when asked" Are 
you a. Hindu or a Musalman," could with diffioulty be made t.o understand 1Yhat the- ~~ct of a 
religion means. In many cases the lower classes of people Ilke the Kurmls, BhumljS, and 
Haria. ha.ve no 5ub-(Jast,e~ and the entry in column 4 had to be repeated in column 5. Column 
11 is difficmlt, and the difficulty of filling it up correotly increased in th~ (lase of depen:dants. 
The order of the Oensus Superintendent to show the adult sons, nephews, and other !'elatlOns of 
a oultivato!' who help him in the ()ultivation as yearly fi61d taoou.rers, and not as dependants

t 
was re(leived by the BnUmel'atol'S with surprise, and objected to by the upper classes of the 
people, such as Brahmans, Kayasthas, 13aidyas, &0., whose sons, &0., do not actually work 
in the fields, but look after the family cultivation. Oonsidering that the objeotion was not 
unreasonable, and thBse men were very reluotant to enter their sons, &0., as field la.bourers, 
I ordered that they might be shown as "looking after their fathers' cultivation/J: whi{)h de
soribed their position accurately, removed them from the class of dependants, and satisfied 
the objeoting parties. Now that under oircular No. 51 dependenoy has to be absolutely 
disregarded in sheet III, and dependants and workers are not to be discriminated in any way, 
the care and trouble taken in discrimina.ting the two olasses 'have been simply thrown away. 
I enclose an extraot from a report on this subjeot from the Rev. Mr. Oampbell, Charge Super
intendent of Tundi. His proposal that, fox puxposes of occupation, the family llhould be the 
unit, and not the individual, is, I fear, not prR{Jticable generally, but it is deserving of 
consideration. 

65. The schedules were well printed and the books were handy and convenient to carry 
about~ like those of 1881. The specimen schedules with the books were prinoipally those of 
the Burdwan Division, and a few of the Presidenoy Division, did not cover all oases, the 
important olass of Muhammadans being entirely omitted from the former. Some of the Dacca. 
Division were aftel'Wa.rds received t and found to be 'Very useful. In the case of Muhammadans 
and the large cltlsS of Vaishnavas. the enumerators found it difficult to correctly fill up columns 
2, 3, 4 and 5, as they could see no specimen to guide them. They would not have made 
mistakes in these cases in t.he beginning if they had been largely supplied with the specimen 
sohedules for the Dacca and Presidency Divisions. The thr€6 specimen sohedules with the 
books of 20J 30, and 60 schedules should have been all different :from one another and covered 
an possible oases. To the enumerator who received books of these three kinds) only one speci
men sohedule of the Burdwan Division would have been quite enough, llnd two or more of 
the eame kind were unnecessary. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

66. Points in which the ge,wral instrtlctz'on8 were departed from, with the reasons for do£ng 
.sa.-The general instruotions were departed from in two cases only: fir8t, under ciroular 
No.5, a blook was to consist of trom 50 to 75 houses a.t most, and a cirole of 500 houses. 
These limits could not he strictly observed in this backward disb'iot for want of educated 
men to act as enumerators. In many cases therefore the blooks and circles contained 
a much large'!' number o:f houses. But an endeavour was made to keep to the lett.er of 
the circular as far as possible, and the result was 372 circles and 3,432 blooks lor 213,628 
houses in the rural areas, 01' an average number of 574 and 62 houses per cirole and 
block respectively. In towns, where more educated men could be found, the areas were 
f,IIl.a].ler. There were 22 cirolee and 125 blooks for 4.679 houses in the urban a.reas whioh 
gives an average of 212 and 37 houses per circle and block respeotively. Second

t 
the next 

point is the numbering OI houses. The ru1ea for numbering the houses were printed on the 
baok of the enumerators' pat'u'ana8, which were not reoeived here tiH the 15th 0.£ November 
1890. As house-numbering was commenced before that data, the occupi€d and unoccupied 
houses were marked in some places with several numbers in the order in which they stood, 
and the rule to number the occupied hous~s £rst and the unoocupied houses next could not be 
strictly:followed throughout the district. 

67. The clefinit{on of a vlUago ~'n cfrculm' No.IO.-Ill this distriot more than one elt'ld or 
chauk are formed within a mau::a area at a distance. f-,ill the {larent village, and these are 
generally called after the casto of the people inhabihng them, 01' after the name of the 
founder. These are regarded as separate villages, though they are not really so, and are not 
villages as defined in circular No. 12. This point was not properly attended to by the 
local officials, and the mistake was not detected till too late for alteration. The result is an 
apparent increase of viUag€6 from 6,147 in 1881 to 8>317 in 18&], or 35 per cent., whereas the 
increase in popul.o.tion is only 13 per oent. 

68. The definition of a h-ouse in the second irndyttelt'on to 8upet·visor8.-This definition was 
striotly followed t and houses were sepaxately marked in accordance therewith. For rural areas 
it is a much better definition than the homestead of 1881. I do- not, however, think it 
applic8 ble t,o towns. The ohange in definition renders it impossible to make a true compari
son with 1881. The apparent inorease is from 178,494 to 218,30'7, or 22 pel' cent. I 
estimate that fully one-ha.lf of this is only apparent. 

69. .Tho .site qf the charge 01" sub-charge.-Tha largest clutrge W80S PuruIill" oonsIsting of 
710-9 square miles, and containing 1,118 villages. The smallest was Pars" of 119'35 Equare 
miles and 191 villages. There being 14 charges in the district, which cover an area of 
4,l47 square miles containing 8}317 vUlages, the average area of a oharge was 296 square 
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miles, oontaining an average number of 594 villages. There were 70 sub-charges, the average 
area of eaoh being 59 square miles, with an average of 119 villages. 

70. The size of the cz'rcle.-There were 394 circles in the district, inoluding those in the 
towns, and the average area of a circle was 10 square milos, containing an average of 21 
villages. 

71. The size of the bloek.-There were 3,557 blooks, including thoso in towns. The average 
area of eaoh blook was 1'1 square miles, containing an average number of 2'0 villages. The 
following statement shows the number of oircles, blooks, villages, and houses, and &:rea in 
square miles of the 3 towns and the 14 thana8 in the district. 

Number of Area in 
houses. square 

miles. 

Number I Number 
0:1: I of 

blocks. I villages. 
REMARKS. Name of thanas. 

I Number 

I 
0:1: 

circles. 

------- ---- -- -_ --- -----------------

___ 1 ___ I 2 
3 4 5 __ 1_6 

15 
j 

I 61 7 2,35 Purulia Munioipality ... 1 
Raghunathpur Munioipality 5 
Jhalda Municipality "", ___ 2_ 

I 40 
24 

2 
2 

1,34 
!)7 

7 
6 
6 I 

Total ... \ __ 2_2_ 

Sadar Subdz·vi6t"on. 

I 125 11 4,07 

I 
- 9 

PUl'Ulia 
Para 
Manbazar 
Gaurandi 
Raghunathpur 
Ohandil ." 
Chas 
Jhalda 
BagbmanJi ... 
Barahabhum 

Total 

, 

... jl 

... 

Gobindpul' Subditi8ioJt. 

GobindJ:lur 
Tundi 
Nirsha 
Topohanchi 

Total 

63 
19 
H 
17 
41 
24 
35 
24 
12 
36 

285 

I 
I 

I 
I 

485 
190 
186 
182 
461 
225 
359 
1~8 
117 
256 

2,569 

1)172 
191 
690 
312 

I 
567 
640 
632 I 600 
251 

1_!,oOl 
6,067 

38,95 
8,83 

13,66 

3 
1 
7 
6 
7 
2 
R 
2 
3 
8 

8,93 
20,18 
18,37 
17,48, 
17,92 

7,06 
22,76 

178,36 6 

32 5 
14 133 477 1 0,266 

\ 303 836 14,25 

21 237 412 11,240 

-~8-7-1·-8-6-3- 2,250 140,046 

I 

I 
I 

20 1f)O I 4!);j 9,285 

... ,-30-4-'--:::,-f)5-7-,8,317T218,902 
--------------------~-----

GRAND TOTAL 

4 
5 
4 

13 

770 
119 
258 
173 
295 
395 
237 
396 
176 
516 

3,344 

327 
151 
170 
155 

803 
----

4,147 

7 

--

I 
72. ThemtmbM'ing of houses; its probnUe actual co.~t.-The numberin'g of houses was cal'e· 

fully supervised; a number or muharirs was sent out to test numbering in several outlying 
villages, and -very few omissions were found. The Oensus Deputy Magistrate inspeoted 
numbering whenever he went out to supervise the census operations with equally satisfao
tory results. In my winter tours I tested house-numbering in a large number of villages, 
some of them lying in out or the way placos in the midst of jungles, but found no omission 
anywhere. The Oharge and Sub-charge Superintendents also tested house-numbering ,in a 
large number or villagee. 

The cost was low, the material chiefly used was Meld oil, on indigenous product of this 
district. The mark produced by the oil is dark and ilurable and can hardly be distinguished 
from tar marks. I quote the following dC'Bcription or this oil from Mr. Clay's Oensus Report 
of 1881 :-" This oil is extracted from the seed of a berry borne by a tree of the same name, 
and prodllOes a dark brown colour, nearly blaok The oil is used for greasing oart wheels and 
for external application in some complaints by tho lower classes. '1'ho botanical name seems 
to be Semecm'}Ju8 anocal'dium (Hunter, Volume XVII,page 264). The oil being very useful 
to the oultivators, they keep a sufficient quantity at home for use whenever needed. As they 
can procure it for nothing, they did not grudge contributing their sbares to the quantity 
required for marking the houses, and hence this branch of the census work cost very little. 
Only one Oharge Superintendent in the Sadar subdivision asked for Rs. 5 spent by him in 
{lurohasing this oil and tar. In the Gobindpur subdivision tho probable actual cost of 
homle-numbering was Rs. 15-1. Thus in the rural areas the cost did not exceed Rs. 20.1 
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which has been paid from census contingencies. The case "Was different in the three towns, 
where tar had to be purohased for this purpose. The total amount spent in the towns on this 
accollnt was Rs. 21-8-6, paid from munioipal funds. • 

The numbers were marked on the walls of houses. Where there were no mud walls, 
they were marked either on wooden posts or slips of wood and earthenware, which were hung 
on the houses. 

73. The praoticability oj a permanent numbering 0/ houses and how the cost should be borne.
There would be little diffioulty in maintaining a permanent numbering of houses in each 
village. In numerous cases the numbers fixed to the houses in 1881 had been carefully 
preserved by the villagers, and had to be speoially obliterated on the present oocasion. The 
chaukidar of every village might be required to report whenever Il new house was built or 
an old one was abandoned or dismantled, and necessary entries coulll be made in a village 
register to be kept at the thana. These registers, however, would soon become overlaid with 
corrections, and the serial order would soon be destroyed. I understand that a similar diffi
culty had rendered the numbering of the Calcutta bustees of no practical permanent use. 

AGENCY. 

74. The classes/rom tvhom superviSO'i'8 and enumerat01'S were derived.-These census officers 
were derived from all classes of people, but mostly from the large class of cultivators and 
petty landholders. Village gurus, pandits, sub postmasters, 'Zamindars' servants, and chauki
dari tax-collectors, were all employed, wherever found, in taking the census. 

75. Whether their duties were willingly undM·taken.-Excepting some solitary instances, 
these officers discharged their duties quite willingly, and with l'emarkable zeal and energy, 
sparing no pains to bring the work 'to -a successful imme. That so many people could 
sacrifice their time and comfort £01' a work that brought nothing to their pockets, but on the 
other hand cost them a little in almost each easEl', shows how loyally devoted Her Majesty's 
subjects are to the Orown. It cannot be said that the men worked for fear of criminal 
prosecution, for the Census Act was passed very late, and few people actUally came to know its 
provisions until when the operation had well-nigh oome to a olose. 

It is no small thing that so many thousands of people should be found willing to do work 
which brought them no pecuniary return, and which on the other hand cost them consider
able trouble, and generally a little money. Many of the enumerators wrote out the whole 
of their schedules on rough paper, and copied them into the schedule books when approved 
by the Superintendents. '1'he additional Iltbour was voluntarily undertrnken to secure 
acouracy. The principal objections came, as at the last cellsus, from European 'Zamindars 
and others, such as Messrs. R. Watson and Oompany, who gave no active assistance, and also 
objected to their servants being called away from their regular duties. 

76. How many prosecutions there 'Were and /01' what cause.-There were only seven prose
cutions under the Act, In two cases three enumerators went away up-country without obtain
ing permission or making arrangements for their duties. They were each fined Rs, 50. In 
another case, the accused obstructtru a census officer in the discharge of his duties, for which 
he was fined Rs. 2. In the fourth case the enumerator left his post shortly before the final 
count without permission, causing great inconvenience. He was fined Rs. 25. 

These cases were all tried by the Joint-Magistrate. 
In the fifth case an enumerator did not check the counting on the last night, and falsely 

reported next morning that the villagers had obstructed him, His motive was to put some 
villagers into trouble_ to whom he owed a grudge. He was fined Rs. {) by the subdivisional 
officer-a very inadeqllate punishment. 

In the sixth case a European employe of the Bengal Loan and Trust Oompany made 
a series of sourrilous and indeoent entries in hi.s sohedule. I have fined him Rs. 50. 

In the seventh case a man took 2 pice from each family in a village for numbering their 
houses. He was sentenced to suffer 15 gays' simple imprisonment nnd to a fine of Rs. 20 
under section, 165 P~al Oode. This sentence I consider very inadequate. .. -

In another case a man represented himself to be a census officer, and demanded and 
obtained paddy from the villagers in that capacity. He was convioted under section 170 
Indian Penal Oode, and sentenced to two years' rigorous imprisonment, but has been acquitted 
on appeal. 

77. Whether theh' duties involved any pecunia1'Y expenditure.-The cost of paper for 
the rough schedules, of pens and ink, of red ink for the final oount, and of light, was in 
practicably all cases borne by the enumerators themselves. They frequently also inourred 
small expenses for travelling, but nothing much. 

78. Whether any paid census officers were employed.-No paid census officer Was 
emplotyed in this distriot. 

ATTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE. 

79. Rumours or et'roneous ideas cur1·ent.-The attitude of the people was friendly and 
remarkably devoid of suspioion. The enumerators being mostly taken from among the people, 
they had no reason to distrust them. Oensus officers met with no resistance from the people 
in any part of the district. 

80. In this respect the oontrast with 1881 was very marked. The Sonthals, who on the 
former occasion gave a great deal of trouble, now took the affair as a matter of course. 
Neither they nor any of the other aboriginals gave any trouble at all. I think the people 
are beginning to regard the census as' an innoouous fad of an inquisitive Government. The 
Deputy Oollector thinks that had a census of cll-ttle been tll-ken, some apprehension would 
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have been excited. I do not share this view, and much regret that the projeot was abandoned 
I feel sure that our ignorance of the real numb, .. r of the ploughs and cattle of the pE-opie is a 
great as our ignoraIH>p of thrir own number was formerly. 

81. Re8ults--The following is a comparative statement of the results of the previous 
census and of that just taken:--

- - ----

Area in 
, Average I 
number of Number 

Average 
number 

SUBDIVISION. Males. Females. Total. square pprsons 
miles. per sqnare I mile. 

of of per. 
villages. sons per 

village. 

1 2 3 4 6 I 6 1 8 

f'~" ,,,bdin. 427,336 434,308 861,644. 3,344 257 1881 Slon ... 
Gobindpur sub. 

divi-ion ... 97,992 98,592 196,584 803 245 

4,366 197 

1,781 1]0 

6,147 172 Total - 62- 328 ~ 1,058,228 --4,147 '--2551 '''1 0, ., ________________ , 
,-- ------- , 

6,067 160 1891 sron '" 482,877 489,017, 971,894 3,344 291 
Gobindpursub. i 
Sa~ar snbdtvi. 

division... 110,322 111,112 221,434 I 8e3 276 2,250 98 

Total 693,19:__600,129 1,193,328 4,]4.7 _ 288 1_ 8,:U7 ,-143 
Increase or decrease I +67,871 -1-67,229 1 +135,1UO I Nil _ +33 +2,170 I -29 

The above shows a district totll.l of 1,193,205 against 1,058,22R-an increase of 135,027, 
or 13 per cent. This is a subRtu,utial increase in a deoade. The exoess of fomales ovor 
males by more than 6,000 is some criterion of th,) correctness of the figures. rrhe results 
are in my opinion as correct as could be expectelL BesidE's the actual census officers, a 
number of muharrir.~ and clerks, the Censns Deputy Magistrate, the Subdivis:onal Officer, and 
myself all tested t.he sche,lules as they were being filiel up, and tho chance of omission was 
reducod to a minimum. rrhe increase wa.s com mOll to evory tlUlilt], awl each municipality. 

8.2. Tbl} cost of actual census in rural areas was as shown below:-

Travelling allowance 
Continguncies 

Toial 

Rs. A. P. 
75 2 6 

]r,9 14 9 

235 1 3 

This amount has been aotually oharged to oensus contingenoies. It does not inolude 
Rs. 64, the co~t of maps, which was ohargeable to book debit account, and the travelling 
allowance of G0vernment officers who travelled in connection with the census. The cost of 
taking the census in the three towns amounted to Rs. 39-10. It was paid from municipal 
funds. 

R3. For such success as has been obtained in Manbhum the credit is mainly due to Babu 
Ram Badan Bhattacharjee, Oensus Deputy Oollector, who had charge of the operations through
out, and who worked early and late to make them suocessful. lie has shown power of organi
zation and administrative abil:ty of a high order, and I hope his services will be specially 
noticed by Government. 

84. Of the Oharge Superintendents, I would speoially notice the Rev. Mr. Oampbell of 
Tundi, Babu Nando Gopal Banerji, District Engmeer, who had chll.rge of Purulia, and 
Sub-Inspeotor Okhoy Kumar BOBe of Jhalua. The only Oharge Superintendent with whom 
I had to find fault was Babu J ogendro. Nath Sen, Sub-Inspector of Schools, who neglected his 
work in Topohanchi until threatened with severe punishment. All the others, and also the 
sub-charge Superintendent and subordinate officers workeu well. 

Extract from the Report oj Rev. A. Oampbell, dated Bnd April 1801. 

" If in future the family in rural districts were taken as the unit, instead of the individual, 
with regard to occupation, much really valuable information would be obtained. All who 
added to the family earnings would then be entered in the occupation oolumn, with the 
exception of the head of the family-working member of an agricultural family, or 01 an iron
smelting family, or a basket-making family, or an iron-working family, and so on. It was also 
required that it would be stated if he sold the articles he manufactured. Difhculties cropped 
up with regard to this. as generally only the heau of the family sold the product of the 
united family labour. Sometimes, howev",r, as in the case of basket-makers, one member of 
the family sold the wares, and the other produced them," 

85. Abstl·action.-Before enumerating the initial diffioulties experienced during abstr,actictn 
and tabulation, I would note in extenso the points conneoted with the administration of the cenSll~ 
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office since its opening in March 1891. As directed in Mr. O'Donnell's circular No. 44, dated 
27th February 1891, a training centre was opened in Purulia on the 23rd .March last. The 
record-keepers and the room supervisors of Lohardaga, Singhbhum, and the Tributary States 
attended this training centre. \ '1'he record-keepers were thoroughly initiated iuto the mysteries 
of packeting the enumeration oooks, and as to the manner in which these packets were to be 
divided and subdivided later on during abstraction. The rules regarding the issue of blank 
abstraction sheets were fully explained to them. The room supervisors were not only taught 
their legitimate work, but were practically trained in abstraction. The training school was 
closed on Saturday, the 28th March 1891, and the record-keepers and room supervisors 
returned to their a wn districts. 

86. The Census Office was opened here on 30th March with one gang of abstractors, and 
seven reabstractors were appointed subsequently on 16th April. The test slips for this one gang 
were written up by the Inspector. The full number of abstractors and extra clerks (i.e. for the 
three gangs) were taken up on 8th April. It bee:ame now impossible for the Inspector and 
his clerk to write up the test slips and the R forms, both of which began to fall into arrears. 
This difficulty was overcome when Mr. O'Donnell directed the appointment of special test 
slip and R form clerks per gang. With the permission of the Census Superintendent, the 
arrear test slips and R forms were written up by the seven reabstractors taken up previously. 
At this stage we experienced much difficulty in getting men. The Dew rules regarding 
4. adj ustment" ~topping thorough reabstraction had then been recently received, and we were 
rf>quired to take up the full "omplement of adjustment clerks and reabstractors. We 
tried our best to recruit men locally for the census office, but we failed. I venture to 
state here that in an educational point of view Manbhum is more backward than the 
most backward districts of Lower Bengal. I do not mean to say that all the abstra.ction 
sheets were too intricate for the less educated people or Manbhum to cope with; some 
of the sheets, viz. V and VI, were simple enough. But still we found it impossible to get 
men locally, and we were obliged to reduce the three gangs to two, reserving the services of the 
discharged men, some of whom were taken up instantly as adjustment clerks, l'eabs~ractors, 
&0., while the remainder were employed as tabulators later on. 

87. Another half gang of abstractors was taken up on 22nd July 1891 at the instance of 
Mr. O'Donnell (vide his circular No. 76, dated 9th June 1891). '1 hese men were recruited' 
from Bankura. All this time the Inspector was engaged in the general management and: 
supervision of the office, teaching the recruits, helping the adjustment clerks, and in passing 
testslips. The quantity of the work turned out by the abstractors was never on the decrease, 
except when the half gang of abstractors was employed. I have already stated above that for 
want of an adequate number of hands, the testslips and R forms were in arrears, and the con
sequence was very detrimental to the quality of the work turned out by the three gangs of 
abstractors, whose work could not therefore be plOperly checked. When the three gangs were 
reduoed to two, the quality of the work was, I may say, good, as the writing up of the test 
slips proceeded pm'i paS8U with abstraction, and the work of the abstractors could be thoroughly 
scrutinized by the Inspector. Worthless abstractors, as well as those who were detected in 
fudging, were weeded out, and replaced' by better men. The absolute necessity of careful 
work was always instilled into the minds of the abstractors. 

88. 'The system of counting the total number of males and females in each book by the 
room supervisors, as prescribed in paragraph 4 of circular No. 61, dated 16th April 1891, was 
strictly enforced, but in a modified form. Under the rules, the room supervisor was required to 
write the totals on the inside of the brown paper cover opposite the last schedule, and verify it 
by his signature. This procedure, if adhered to, would have left sufficient room for the dis
honest abstraotor to fudge. For example, when the totals had been written on the inside of 
the brown paper cover, the abstractor could easily have referred to it and corrected his abstrac
tion sheet by putting a wrong tick in any column or by effaoing one similarly. We therefore 
followed the counting system in this manner. Every Sunday new packets were issued to the 
room supervisor for counting. He used to note the total Dumber of males and females on a. 
separate sheet of paper in the following form:-

No. of 
book. 

1 

Males. Females. Total. 

234 

Remarks. 

5 

Signature. 

These papers were kept in their respective packets. The first time the packets 'Were issued 
lor abstraction the totals "Were verified by the room supervisors to whom they were issued. 
l'he abstraotors had no access to these papers, which remained in the custody of the room 
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supervisor durmg the broe of abstraotlOn, and were returned to the reoord-keeper with the 
packet when done Wlth. ThIs praotICe ~as attended wIth satisfactory results as regards 
aoouracy of abstraotion. 

89 The dottmg system presonbed in paragraph 2 of oiroular No. 73, dated 30th May 
1891, ~as stnctly followed msheets Nos I, II, IV, X, and XI. 'rhoroughdottmg was enforced 
in sheets I and XI, and partially III the remainder. ThIs practice conduced to acouracy of 
abstractIOn, and its chief advantage \\ as that It left no excuse for the abstractors for turning 
out bad work. Later on, bheets VIn aud IX were ab'ltracted by the Inspector himself. 
The abstraction of the whole d,strict was completed on the 10th August 1891. 

90 Adjustment ill the meantime was lJlogressmg 'igorously. In the beginning adjust. 
ment was much retarded owmg to wuat ot buffic.ent hands, and the progress was rather slow, 
but subsequently it advanced surely and smoothly "ben the revlsed rules regardmg adjustment 
were Issued III Mr O'DO:ll1011's clIoular No 8t, dated 10th July 1891. ThIS Circular very 
oonslderably reduerd the amount 01 reabstractlOn '" ork ThiS blanch of the census work was 
filllshed on 21st August 1891. I wJI later on dibcuss the efficacy or otherWise of the adjust. 
ment rules. 

91. Tabulaiwn-Tabulatlon was "tarted on ~7th J un£' lR91 with only one gang, and 
made but lIttle proglrss untIl the 10th Augmt, when abstractlOn was completed and all the 
abstractors were brought on as tabu ators. The ordmary task on tabulatlOn was 40 sheets 
but here much more was clone m all the registers except VIA, B, and O. These registers 
reqUired great care, were oomparaLvrly more dIffioult, and unquestlOnably the most important 
of all. ~ 0 speo al dIfficulty was expf'llenced clLm.ng tabulatIOll, save in the preparatIOn of the 
speOlal totallIng forms S, ,V, Y, and Z Thrse forms coulLl not be fillcd III by many of the 
tabulators !lost of them III fact wel f> fonnd qmte ,ncompetent to perform tlus portion of the 
work When tabulatIon was filllshed OIl 14th September, some of the tabulators were speCIally 
selected and employed in the preparatiOn of the totall ng 101ms I to XIII, as also the speOlal 
ones. About 16 clerks were deputed from my own offire to hE'lp in the prflparaholl of these 
forms. TabulatIOn registers XVI and xvn \\ ere prepared by the Inspector hImself. The 
totallmg forms of regIsters I to XIII were rompletrd and despatrhed thana by thana. The last 
Was despatched on 30th Srptrmber last. The special totall:ng forms were then taken up. This 
work was found to be far from easy. The totallmg of the columns A. to E. III forms W, S, 
and Y was most oonfusing, and could not be done as easily as It was supposed. Over and 
above thIS, most of the Y forms were unusually lengthy and unwieldy on account of multi
phOlty of ocoupatlOns. The tabulatIOn work and the preparatlOn of the speCIal totallmg forms 
was somewhat retarded owing to delay III the supply of a suffioient number of forms. However, 
the work was fimshed and the oellbUS office clobed on the 30th of October 1891. '1'he result 
may, I th,nk, be faIrly regarcled a<l satIsfactory. The following table will explain the 
result clearly :-

1 

District Total 

Total population 
as it Jographed 
on 2nd March 

1891. 

2 

1,193,255 

I 
Artual populatIon 
arnved at tabula- \ Differenoe. 

tion. 

3 4 

1,193,328 73 
____ l ____________ ~ __ 

P . .M .. I 
uruha UDlCl- I 
pahty. 

Raghun athpur I 
Municipality. 

Jhalda Munioi-
pality. 

12,130 

6,216 

4,890 

12,128 

6,216 

4,890 

2 

The foregoing table olearly shows that the abstracts prepared by the enumerators after 
final counting on the 26th February 1891 and the work of abstractIOn aud tabulation have 
been sufficiently accurate, or I should say superexcellent, when oompared WIth the result of 
the Howrah Office, as reported in paragraph 5 of Mr. O'Donnell's letter No. 21830., dated 
6th July 1891, to the address of Mr. Baines. 

92. I WIll now dISCUSS the several points whioh came into prominence during abstraction 
and tabulation. To commence WIth, I would beg to submit that the general plan on which the 
office was worked IS capabl~ of ~mprovement. Instead of. ~kiDg up, the abstraction !l'll.d 
tabulation of the whole distrwt SImultaneously, I am of oplllIOn that lt would be better if lt 
Were done in the following manner: the whole staff might be employed in the abstraction 
of anyone thana; thIS being done, the same men may be deputed to a.djust what they have 
abstraoted: at the completion of adjustment all the meu to be employed on tabulation and 
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in the preparat:on of the special totalling forms. When the first thana is finished, the staff 
to take up the second thana and complete it similarly. I am inclined to think that this 
procedure would have saved much time in the district offices, and would have conduced to 
the work being carried on more smoothly. The clerks of the Calcutta Central Office were 
kept back from their work for some time. But if the plan now suggested by me had been 
followed, the district offices could easily have sent in their thana totals long before they were 
actually sent in. The chief advantage of this plan would have been, I venture to think, a 
great saving of time in the Calcutta Office, which would, I assume, have been able to finish 
their compilation long before this. The principle that work well started is work half-done, 
is a good one, but one which I am afraid is not always observed. It was probably not 
foreseen that two sE'parate clerks per gang would be required to write up the R forms and 
the test slips. The appointment of these two clerks was sanctioned later on, but this did not 
prevent the progress of our census work being matBrially affected at the commencement. 

93. In my humble opinion the test slips were most efficacious. Errors could be detected 
at a glance, and perfectly acourate work could be insisted on, on the basis of suoh slips. There 
was nothing, however, in the test lips to check the names and number of castes in sheets IV, 
X, and XI. It was urged by the Census Superintendent that a caste test slip would not be 
worth the trouble and expense. But considering the importance of this branch of census 
compilation, it was, I think, desirable to exercise a certain amount of check over castes. 

94. The Census Superintendent exercised a wise discretion in oancelling the rules regard
ing reabstraction and in introduoing the adjustment rules. Had it not been for this change, 
there would have been no end to reabstractibn. I must say that the rules embracing adjustment
were thoroughly useful for the furtherance and easy completion of the census work. But 
I cannot refrain from finting out a disorepancy in such rules. It will be, I think, universally 
admitted that sheet is the core of the census work, and sheet XI the knotty point 
in abstraction and in no way less important: The adjustment rules prescribed that 
if sheet I agreed with sheets II and III in its sub-totals of age and religion, sheet 
XI might be adjusted to agree with sheet I within a certain limit. The question that 
will naturally arise is whether shaets I and XI will represent accurate figures regard
ing civil condition. I should say not. I would like to exemplify this in the following 
manner: Say that a man on sheet I abstracted'it accurately so far as sex, age, and religion 
were concerned, but committed blunders with regard to civil condition. On the other hand, 
th\) man on sheet XI abstracted accurately with regard to sex, religion, and civil condition, and 
committed mistakes in the age periods. Sheets II and III, being thoroughly accurate, will 
agree with sheet I in all respects, viz., sex, age, and religion. Such being the case, sheet I will 
be accepted as oorrect, and will be raised to a prominent position, while sheet XI should be 
adjusted to agree with it. Of course the age periods in sheet XI were incorrect and must be 
corrected. There is nothing to show (of course without reference to the enumeration book 
itself) whether the figures affecting civil condition in sheet I are acourate, or those in sheet XI. 
Now as according to the rules, I have accepted sheet I as correct, it is imperatively necessary 
for me to accept as correct the wrong figures regarding civil condition in sheet I, and in doing 
80, to alter the really correct figures of sheet XI. I must admit that the accuracy of sheet I 
or XI can be established by direct reference to the book; but the rules prescribed by 
Mr. O'Donnell are silent on this point. I do not see any other point which requires comment. 

95. I note below the merits and character of officers who were engaged in the c!'lnsus 
work. -

Babu Ram Sadan Bhattacharjee, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Coliector, was in 
charge of census work from the beginning to 5th June 1891. This officer having thoroughly 
mastered the details of census work was, notwithstanding emphatic protests on my part, trans
ferred during the thick of the operations to Backergunge. He is an officer of much intelligence 
and did very good work. 

Maulvi Abdas Sam ad, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector, was placed in charge of 
the offioe after the transfer of Babu Ram Sadan Bhattacharjee. He was then quite new to 
the work, but rapidly picked up the threads. He is an officer of much experience and energy, 
and rendered me great assistance. 

Babu Pran Krishna Roy, Inspector of Oensus, from beginning to end performed his 
duties in a highly satisfaotory manner. He exercised much tact in overcomiDg many of the 
difficulties which arose. 

96. ! would here also beg to mention that many of the clerks in our offices here rendered 
us xp.aterial service in the hour of our need, and are deserving of credit for their willing and 
loy,al co-oP,eration. ' 

F. da C.-Reg. No. Sl409J-SO-22-9-97. 



DISTRIOT OENSUS REPORT. 

No. 921R., dated Ohaibassa, the 15th March 1892. 
From-R. U. HENNY, 'ESQ., Deputy Oommissioner of Singhbhum, 
To-The Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, .Financial Department. 

WITH reference to your Census Circular No. 6T.F., dated the 3rd October 
1891, I have the honour to submit herewith a report on the census of this 
district. 

REPORT ON THE OENS"GS OF THE DISTRIOT OF SI~GnJ3Hmr, 1891. 

IIEAD I.-EARLY HISTORY, &0. 

THE district of Singhbhum is made up of (1) the Kolhan or Singhbbum proper, of 
which we took possession in 1837, the Hftja of Parahat having admitted his inability to 
restrain the outrages of tho lIos or Larka Kola settled there; (2) Parahat or Uhakardharpur, 
the remainder of the I'arahat Raja's territory, which was confisoated in 1857 in consequence 
of his rebellion; (3) Dhalbhum, a pal'gllM attached originally to the Midnapore district, but 
transferred to Singhbhum in 1846. 

2. The area of this district is thus made up-
(1) Kolhan 
(2) Parahat 

1,905 square miles. 
791 ditto. 

(3) Dhalbhum 1,201 ditto. 

Total 3,897 ditto. 

3. Since 1872, a portion of pargana Dhalbhum has been transferred to Midnapur. 
No other changes in boundaries have taken plaoe. Since 1872, there have been oonsiderable 
changes in jurisdictions of police-stations. Thes€' are (1) the formation, in 1889, of a new 
police-station at Monoharpur, comprising parts of the Kolhan and Parahat parganas; (2) the 
amalgamation of polioe-stations Bahnrhagarha and Kalkapur in pargana Dhalbhum into one 
polioe-station at Ghatsila, oomprising the whole pargana of Dhalbhum excepting the portion 
transferred to Midnapur; and (3) re-adjustment of the boundaries of Chakradharpur 
(Parahat) thana and the Kolhan owing to the formation of the Monoharpur thana. 

4. In consequence of the rhanges that have taken place since 1872, referred to in the 
preceding paragraph, it is not possible to compare the distnbution of population in that year 
with that ascertained by the census of 1891 in all cases: the following figures, bowever, exhibit 
tho results of the two operations ;-

TIIASAa. 

1 

Kolhan 
Parahat or Chakradharpur .•. 
Dhalbhum 
Monoharpur 

1872. 

2 

150,904 
54,374 

117,118 

I 

1891. 

3 

229,188 
86,954 

194,469 
34,877 

Total ...1 322,396 1 545,488 

_-- ----- - - - - - ----
5. As to the character of the population as above distributed, it may be stater! 

roughly that in.the Kolh.an au?rigines classed under t~e head of "others" in compilation sheet 
No. VI predommate, wh;lst Umdus come next; that In Ohakradharpur the same is the case; 
that in Dhalbhum, Hindus predominate and "others" oome next; and that in Monoharpul' 
"others" predominate and Hindus come llext. In all the jurisdicti.ons there are sprinklings 
of Muhammadans and Native Ohristians. The inorease Iound in 1891 over 1872 in the four 
classes is-

Hindus ... 
Muhammadans 
Ohristians 
Others '" 

80,031 
1,520 
4,012 

1~7,,529 

Total 223,092 

Note.-One Atheist in Chakradharpur has to be added to make the figures agree. 
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G, No ancient indigenous divisions of the country are known of, nor do any of the 
numerous classes of the people wbo inhabit the district possess any independent tradi tions of 
migrations. It is generally admitted that the Hos are of the same family as the Mundas 
and that they came from Chota Nagpur. 

HEAD n.-MOVEMENT 01' THE POPULATION. 

7. There has been a very large increase in the population of the district, as ,the following 
figures will show;-

Census of 1872 .. . 

" 
1881 .. . 

" 
1891 ... 

322,396 
453,775 
545,488 

This increase has beeu general throughout the district, as pointed out in paragraphs 3 
8nd 4 of this report, It is not possible to compare the results of the different census operations 
thana by thana, owing to the changes that have taken place in the jurisdictions of thanas 
since 1872 .. The following figures give the best approach to the information called for ;-

1872. 1881. 1891. 
Kolban or Ohaibassa 150,904 2J 1,658 229,188 
Parahat or Chakradbarpur 54,374 76,408 86,954 
Dhalbhum or Ghatsila 117,118 165,709 194,469 
Monoharpur 3<1,877 

---- ---
Total 322,396 453,775 545,488 -- ---- --

8. The increase of 1881 over 1872 was 40'75 per cent., and that of 1891 o,er 1872, 69'10 
per cent., and 20'21 per cent. over 1881. Taking the figures given in compilation Table X 
(birth-places) as my basis of calculation, I find the following to be the probable causes of 
the increase ;-

(0) Natural growth. 
The number of persons born in the district is 506,179, which alone accounts for 52,404 

more than the total population at the census of 188l. 
(b) Immigration. 
The following figures show where the remainder of the population has come from-

From the other districts of the Chota Nagpur Division 19,996' 
" Bihar 1,630 
" Burdw(Lll Division 11,596 
" Orissa Division 4,513 
" the N orth-Western Provinces 826 
" Oudh 90 
" Panjab 54 
" Oentral Provinces 104-
" Assam 45 
" Bombay Presidency ~2 
" Madras 14 
" Burma 1 
" Othor districts in Bengal 290 
" Krlch Bihar ,.. 3 
" Rajputana ... 63 
" Afghanistan... 9 
" Nepal 3 
" Turkey in Asia 1 
" Belgium 11 
" England and Wa.les 28 
" Ireland 2 
" Norway 2 
" Mauritius 1 
" America 3 
" Scotland 2 

Total 545,488 

9. An examination of the figures in the statement shows (1) that Midnapore has con
tributed 9,706 and Orissa 1,798 to Ghatsila thana; (2) that Manbhum has given 0 Gbatsila 
3,833, to Monoharpur 1,099; (3) that Orissa has given to the Kolhan 2,176; and (4) that 
Lohardaga has given to Ohakradharpur 6,003, to Monoharpur 5,175, and to the Kolhan 996. 
The above are the chief districfs which have contributed to the increase of population. 

10. G1'owth of TOU'ns 8ince 1872.-There is but one town in this district, viz" Oha.i.bassa. 
The population or this town' was not shown in the Oensus Report of 1872; in 1881 it con
tained 6,006 souls and in 1891 the number rose to 6,850. This is not a very great increase, 
but owing to the construction of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway a steady incl'ease is going on. 
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11. There is a very vast distinction between the urban and rural populations In the 
former, only 1,965 are inhabItants of the dlstuct, and the rem<tllldpl' are fOlelgners from 60 
other distl'lctb III India and hom 5 European countnes. In no vIllage in the dIstrIct IS there 
such a mixture of races. As a rule, the VIllage population consIsts of natives of the du,rrlCt, 
and it is only in a few large villages that forOlgners are to be found, and there mostly at trade 
centres. A large maJority ot the fOlOlgners are found III tlwnas Chakradharpur and Monohar
pur, through the jUrIsdictIons of whICh the 13engal-Nagpur RaIlway runs. These consIst 
of raIlway employes, contractors, laboUlers mrrrhants, shop-keeporR) and arbzans. 

12. Emzgrrtfton and 11l111l1I7rntlOu.-Ghdtslla tlimw rcceiyed 7,13l males; of this num
ber 3,643 came hom l\{ dnapore, 1,915 from Manbhum, all(I 807 from O1'1ssa. As 
Dhalbhum parl7ana, of whICh G-lJutslla IS the chief town, is a purely agricultural tract, I 
conSIder It may be safely concluuocl that almost a:l these immIgrants oame III search of land 
Or employment as agrH ultural lahoUlers. The Kolhan reo81ved 1)51 males from OrIssa. 
These, too, may be put d,)wn as immIgrants III searoh of bnd. l'arahat or Chakradharpur 
thana receIved 2,Ki:54 males from I~obanlagt1; almost all these came in search of labour in 
the Bengal-Nagpur H11l1way, whioh was under construction at the tIme of the ta1.mg of 
the census. 

13. .ZJJowmnt q/ the p('op!' .-Monoharpur rec('ived 3,225 males. Of this number 3,315 
came from Lohardaga and Gn ±rom Manbhum. 1'he lemalks mado in regard to Parahat or 
Chakradharpur thana apply here tf'O. 

The total numbf'r of ouh,iders in the dishict is 39,309; dcuuctmg iemn,les who number 
19,774, the number of male outsid81s IS H),535. O£ these 15,2~7 have immigll1ted £lOm 
Midnapore, Ons8a, 1\{anbhum, and Lohardaga. There remain, therefore, 4,248 to be aocounted 
for. These came £rom-

BIhar 
Bengal 
TIazal'ibagh 
N 01 th-Westorn Provinoes 
Oudh 
Panjab 
Central PlOvinces 
Assam 
Bombay 
l\f<l(lras 
l3urma 
Nepal 
Aighanistan 
Rajputana 
l£uwpe 
AI''lClJ( a 
Mauritms 

Total 

1.162 
1,2,)0 

757 
713 

87 
19 
68 
29 
15 
11 
1 
3 
9 

5l 
39 

3 
1 

4,248 

There is no mflux of labourers during harvc5t, and although people do leave the district for 
the Assam Tea gardens, their number is small. Tue aotual number oannot be asoertn..ined, as, 
owing to unregistered emigration being permissible under the Aot, no reoord is kopt of freo 
emigrants. 

14. There were no mining centres when the census was taken. By far the majority of 
immigrants from BIhar pal'hru:arly, and nearly all from the other provinoes in India, have 
been entered here by the railway. The great majority of these people are from the 
labouring cla~ses. Of course, there is a good sprinklmg of the well-to-do classes too, who 
serve as overseers, station-masters, telegraph signallers, clerks, &c., and also contractors and 
traders. 

HEAD IlL-VARYING DENSI1Y OF TIlE POPULATION. 

15. The census of 1891 shows the population of the district thana by thana to be as 
follows:-

Kolban 
HhatbIla 
f'hi1kl .. Mlharpur 
l\.(onohaJ pur 

The populati'ln per square mile therefore is--

229,188 
194,469 

86,954 
34,877 

Kolban 182'18 
G hatl:!lln. 169 7'2 
C hakraoharpur 141'16 
Monohctrp.r 47'64 

16. In 1872, the area r£ the !Colhan was 1,905 square miles against 1,258 in 1891 
(the reason IS "pl,Ll]"d in head 1 of this report). In the former year, with tho largor area, the 
populatIOn WI'> 150,! 14 against 229,188 in the latter wlth the lesser area. In 1H72, the area 
of Ghat"ila tl'l'lla "Wu" 1,201 square miles against 1,147 in 1891 (the reason is explained 
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in head 1 of this report). In the former year the population was 117,118 with the 
larger area, and in the latter 194,469 with the lesser area. In 1872 the area of Chakradhar
pur (Parahat) thana was 791 square miles and the population 54,374, and in 1891 the area 
was 616 square miles and the population 86,954. Monoharpur thana did not exist in 1872; it 
has been made partly out of the Kolhan and partly out of the Chakradharpur thana; its 
area in 1891 was 732 square miles with a population of 34,877 souls. 

From the above statistios if; will be seen that the Kolhan had the denser population in 
1872, and still continues to do so, that Ghatsila is second on the list, Chakradharpur third, 
and Monoharpur last. Tliese figures also show that there has been a very marked increase in 
all parts of this distriot. . 

The inorease in the Kalhan and Dhalbhum is, I consider, permanent, whilst muoh of that 
in Chakradharpur and Monoharpur is temporary. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway was 
under construotion at the time the census was being taken, and the increase was made up of 
large bodies of labourers working on the line, a large portion of whom have already disappeared 
owing to the completion of the works. 

17. In respect of town and villages. As stated in paragraph 10, there is only one town 
in the distriot, viz., Chaibassa with a population of 6,850. It was apparently too small in 
1872 to be olassed as a town. 

18. Of villages there were 2,522 in 1872 against 2,876.( exoluding Chaibassa town) in 
1891. The figures for the two years for the different thanas are-

THANAs. 

Kolhan 
Ghatsila 
Chakradharpur 
Monoharpur 

1 

Year. 

1872. 

2 

883 
1,259 

380 

\1891. 

760 
1,360 

498 
259 

The above figures show a deorease against Kolhan of 123 villages, and an inorease in all 
the other thanos. The deore~se in the Kolhan is aooounted for .bJ' the transfer of the whole of 
the large pir of Saranda to Monoharpur in 1889. 

19. In respeot of houses, there were 65,490 in 1872, against. 102,139 in 1891. The 
houses were distributed.as follows ;-

THAN AS. 

KoThan 
Ghatsila 
Chakradharpur .. . 
Monoharpur .. . 

Year. 
,-____ ..A.. ____ , 

1872. 1891. 
31,640 42,145 
23,523 36,718 
10,327 16,703 

6,573 

The following is a statement of villages classified according to population thana by tl/ana. 
I cannot compare these figures with those of the census of 1872, as the figures given in general 
Statement VII of that year's census are simply district totals, and include the figures for 
Saraikala and Kharsawan:-

YEAR. Size of village. r Number ofl In 
villages. I Kolhlln. l In I In Chakra_l

i In Mono-l 
Ghatsila. dharpur. harpur. Population. 

1 2 I 3 I ~ 8 

( 1-199 1,910 278 1,057 354 221 170,421 
I 200-499 778 361 270 112 29 240,548 

1891 ... ~ 500-999 163 105 25 27 (l 97,150 
1,000-1,999 24 9 8 5 2 27,901 I 2,000-2,999 1 ... ... ... 1 2,618 

l 5,000-9,99tl 1· 1 ... . .. . .. 6,850 -----------Total ... 2,877 760 1,360 498 I 259 545,488 -
• The Chmbassa. town. 

Not taking Obaibassa town into consideration, the foregoing table shows the largest village 
as lying in Monoharpur. This village is a new temporary one and is situate at the site of the 
Suranda Tunnel on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Leaving this out of aocount also, the 
greatest number of large villages is to be found in the Kolhan, and the greatest number of, 
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smaH ones in Ghatsila. A comparison of the figures in the foregoing tables shows that 
Ghatsila has nearly twice the number of villages to the Kolhan, whilst the latter has nearly 
9,500 houses more than the former. According to the census of 1891 the following results 
are apparent :-

THANAS. 
Average number[Average number[Average number Average number 

of persons per I o£ villages per I of houses per of persons per 
square mile. square mile. I village. house. 

--------- --- --- ---- --_ 

_____ 1 _______ 2 __ -f-__ 
3 
___ 1 ___ 

4 
__ -:--__:.._5 __ _ 

Kolhan 
Ghatsila 
Cbakradharpur 
Monoharpur 

11<.2'18 
169'72 
141'16 
47'64 

'60 
1'18 

'81 
'35 

55'45 
26'99 
33'54 
25'38 

5'44 
5'29 
5'20 
5'31 

20. There has been an increase, and a very large increase, too, in all the four j nrisdictions, 
but notwithstanding, the population of the district is sparse in comparison with the area. 
There is no doubt that the increase in the population of both the Kolhan an.d Ghatsila is due 
to the soil. There is plenty of room for a very muoh larger population in both plaoes. 
The increase in the than as of Chakradharpur and Monoharpur was mainly due to the 
railway under constructiol1 at the time of the taking of the census. In these two thanas 
very great permanent increase is to be looked for, as large portions of the areas are forest 
lands and conserved as suoh. 

HEAD IV.-RELIGION. 

21. The following statement compares the distribution of the people according to religion 
in the years 1872 and 1891:-

YEAR. 

1872 
1891 

Hindu. 
150,968 
230,999 

Muhammadan. Christian. 
1,695 852 
3,215 4,864 

Others. 
168,881 
306,410 

The fiQ'ures of the census of 1881 can only be made use of in respect of Muhammadans 
and Christiii'ns, because, with the exception of Sonthals only, all the other races have been 
shown as Hindus. At that census the Muhammadans numbered 2,329 and Christians 2,988. 

The increase of Hindus is 80,031. Of this number-

45,75G are in Ghatsilla. 
If),73~ " Kolhan. 
14,639 " Monarpur. 

Chakradharpur shows a decrease or 102. 
I attribute the increase in both Ghatsila and the Kolhan to the following causes :-
To the natural growth of the Hindu population and immigration in search of land. 

The former is the principal cause. In Chakradharpur and Monoharpur the increase is mainly 
due to the importation of labour from all parts of India for work on the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway. 

The increase in Muhammadans is 1,520. Of this number-

199 are in Ghatsila. 
486 " Kolhan. 
398 " Chakradharpur. 
437 " Monoharpur. 

The increase here is also due to the causes stated against Hindus. The numbers who 
have come in search of land are few, and the majorlty of the outsiders are traders, artizans, 
and servants. These remarks apply to the district generally. 

The increase in Christians is 4,012-

104 are in Dhalbhum. 
6l:J9 " Kolhan. 

2,873 " Chakradharpur. 
336 " Monoharpur. 

The total number of Christians in 1872 was 852, against 4,864 in 1891. The increase is 
due partly to natural growth of population and partly to immigration, the railway works having 
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enticed a number here, and mainly to proselytism, for there are no less than three European 
Missions here at work converting the aboriginal races. 

During the past decade, Christianity has made greater progress here than any other 
religion, and the development of ita several sects will be apparent from the following table ;-

1 I 
I 

The Ch""h of England 1 
The Roman Catholic Churo~" 
Lutherans 

Other sects 

Total. 

1891. 

2 

1,115 

673 

2,801 

275 

Total. 

1881. 

3 

1 

2,987 

Variation. 

4 

+1,114 

+673 

+2,801 

-2,712 

The increase in " others" is 137,529, or nearly double what it was in 1872, when the 
number was only 168,881. I attribute this increase almost entirely to natural growth ot 
population, for it is a well· established fact that the aboriginal tribes are all very prolifio. 
Evidence of this is to be had at almost every village inhabited by these people, in the swarms 
of children to be seen. Of course there has heen some immigration in search of land from the 
surrounding politioal states of Morbhanj, Keunjhar, Bonai, and Gangpur, and also of 
labourers from Lohardaga to the raiiway, but I very muoh douM if these would aocount for 
-Ath of the enormous increase. 

Pilgrimage has very little, if anything, to do with the increase. There is no shrine here, 
but it is just possible that a few pilgrims on their way to Furi (road to Furi passes through 
this district) may have been counted in this district. Beyond the proselytism mentioned 
above, I know ot no other goings on, nor have I become aware of the growth of any new 
sects. One person at Chakradharpur returned himself as an atheist. 

22. In GhatsillC thana Hindus predominate. This is because the whole parg(lna of 
Dhalbhum which constitutes that jurisdiction is Bengali, and is peopled by the same castes 
of people to be found in the neighbouring districts of Midnapore, Bankura, and Manbhum. 
l'he oountry was reolaimed from jungle by immigrants from those Hindu distriots. 

23. In the Kolhan, the Ho of coursq predominate, for the Kolhan is the land of the Hos, 
a.na the Hos also predominate in Monoharpur thana, for that thana jurisdiction comprises the 
whole Saranda Pir which is a Pir of Kolhan. In Ohakradharpur the largest number fall 
under the head "others, " but these" others" are a mixed lot-Hos, Mundaris, Omons, and 
Sonthals. 

Religion. 

Religion. Dhalbhum. Kolhan. Chakradhar- \ Monohar-I 
pur. pur. Total. 

1 2 \3 4. 
f 

5 I 6 

f 1872 81,307 43,297 26,364 I 150968 
Hindus ... ... ISHl 164,002 210.407 73,341 447,810 

1891 127,063 63,035 26,262 230,999 

[ 1872 863 632 200 ],695 
Muhammadans ... 1881 956 1,002 371 2,329 

1891 1,062 1,118 598 437 3,215 

f 1872 368 484 852 
Christians .. ' 18tH 43 249 2,696 2,988 

( Hl91 104 1,067 3,:357 336 4,864 

[ 1872 34,948- 106,607 27,326 168,881 
Others ... 18'81- '''j 648 648 

181n .. , 6(;,240 163,968 56,737 19,465 306,410 
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HEAD V.-INFIRlIHTIES. 

24. The subj oiDed table distributes the infirmities in relation to parts of the distriot:-

THANAS. 

-
1 

Kolhan ... 
Ghatsila .. 
Chakradharpur ... 
Monoharpur ... 

Total 

DEAF AND 

.,DUMB. 

cD ........ 
03 

~ 

2 

93 
99 
20 
20 

cD ........ 
c:l 

§ 
~ 

3 

69 
65 
18 
12 

I INS.ANES • I 
cD 
~ cD 

~ S 
<V 

~ ~ 

4 5 

25 27 
11 30 

8 6 
2, 3 

BLIND. 

i, 
........ 

o:l 

~ 

6 

66 
83 
37 
15 

as 
~ 
S 
<V 

~ 

7 

95 
97 
29 
23 

I 
LEPERS. I 

TOTAL. 

as 
~ 
~ 

8 

27 
67 
26 

9 

c5 as ........ ........ 
c:l cD as 
S ........ S 
~ o:l ~ 

~ ~ ~ 

9 110 I 11 

20 211 211 
20 260 212 
11 91 64 
15 46 53 

540 

25. The subjoined statement furnishes information according to religions ;-

DEAF AND 

I LNSANES. I DUMB. 

RELIGIONS. cD as ...... ~ cD cO cD 
ca s ~ a 
~ 

<l> 
~ 

<l> 

~ ~ 

1 2 3 4 

-----

Hindu '" 130 88 22 25 

Musalman ... ... 3 1 ... 
Ohristian ... ... 1 ... ... 
o therl'! ... 102 72 23 41 

- --- --
Total ... 232 164 46 66 

26. An examination of the above two 
statements exhibits the following facts :-

(1) That Ghatsila shows most infirmities. 
It has-

~ 

BLIND. I LEPERS. I TOTAL. 

as as cD ........ 
~ ........ 

cD cO cD cD '" ........ s ....... s ........ s cO c:l cO 

~ 
<l> ;;;:. <l> 

~ 
<l) 

~ ~ ~ 

8 9 110 In 
107 125 78 25 337 263 

.3 ... .. . ... 4 3 

2 2 .. . 2 2 5 

89 117 51 39 2G5 269 

-----_ -
201 2-14 129 66 608 540 

(4) And that Monoharpur comes last with 
32 Deaf and dumb. 
5 Insanes. 

88 Blind. 
24 Lepers. 

164 Deaf and dumb. 
41 Insanes. 

180 Blind. 
Again, according to religions, the infirmities 

stand thus :-
87 Lepers. 

(2) That the Kolhan stands second on the 
list with-

162 Deaf and dumb. 
52 Ineanes. 

161 Blind. 
47 Lepers. 

(3) That Chakradharpur comes third with-

88 Deaf and dumb. 
14 Insanes. 
66 Blind. 
37 Lepers. 

Hindus 
Musalmans 
Christians 
Others 

Of the Hindus. 

218 are deaf and dumb. 
47 are insanes. 

232 are blind. 
103 are lepers. 

600 
7 
7 

... 534 



THANAS. 

Oastes.1 

1 

lIfanjhi 
}jagdi 
Munda 
Bhumij 
Dhoba. 
Kol 
Dom 
Bhuiya 
Southal 
Ghasl 
Musalman 
Brahmau 
lloistab 
T.nti 
Goala 
Sunri 
Kamar 
Mahili 
Kutiala. 
Ohattri 
Khaudait 
Napit 
Kharria 
l\Ial 
Mayara 
Dhorna 
Kumar 
Teli 
Lohar 
MaudaI 
Ohamar 
Bagal 
Sayar 
Kurmi 
Mahali 
liansari 
Kaibartt .. ,,, 
Karanga 
llanik 
Hari 
Puran 
Uraon 
Others 
Tamari .. 
Ohristian 
Rout 
Hindu 
Unspecified ::: 
Turi 

( 8 ) 

OJ the Musalmans. 
3 are deaf and dumb. 
1 is insane. 
3 are blind. 

OJ the Ohristians. 
1 is deaf and dumb. 
4 are blind. 
2 are lepers. 

OJ others. 
174 are dea"f and dumb. 

64 are insane. 
206 are blind. 
90 are lepors. 

Blind. Years. 
Ohildren, i.e., from ,0-14 

Acoording to the age list, the deaf and 
'dumb stand thus :-

• Years. 
Ohildren, i.e., from 0-14 137 
Middle age, i.e., from 15-49 192 
Advanoed age, i.e., from 50 and over 67 

Total 396 

Insane8. 
Years. 

Ohildren, i.e., from 0-14 10 
Middle age, i.e., from 15-49 81 
Advanoed age, i.e., from 50 and over 21 

Total 112 

Middle age, i.e., from 15-49 
Advanced age, i.e., from 50 and over 

74 
171 
200 

Total 
Leper8. Years. 

Ohildren, i.e., from 0-14 
Mia-dIe age, i.e., from 15-49 
Advancea age, i.e., from 50 and over ... 

Total 

The deduction to be drawn from the above figures is-
(a) that of the ~eaf and dumb, 16'92 reaoh the age of 50. 
(b) " msanes ." 18'75 " 
(0) "blind 25'10 " 
(d) "lepers 25'10 " 

445 

23 
123 
49 

195 

27. A statement is subjoined exhibiting infirmities aooording to caste:-

I GHATSILA. I OIIAKRADHARPUR. I KOLKAN. I MONOIIARPUR, I OlIAIDASSA lIIUNI-
CIPALITY. 

~ 
oS ,,; oS .2i l' ,; l' ,; l' ;:l 

~ 
,; .,; ~ ~ .,; .: ~ ~ a ,; 

~ s ,; 

'" " ~ " 
I'l .,; 

<D ~ ~ 
cd ..!. I'l cd ~ 

~ '" "" :E! '2 &l ,S a j c " "" 1t "" ~ "" " I'l ;::l " " ..s <D .5 ~ " ~ " ;!:l <D 
Cl ..... P'l "" A P'l "" ~ H A ..... "" A cq "" 

I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 9 I 10 I 11 I 12 I 13 I 14 I 15 16 I 17 I 18 
\ 

19 I 20 I 21 

12 1 3 I I 
I 

2 
9 

34 
"6 "2 6 12 "2 "5 "i "i 3 1 

28 7 24 2 1 <I 1 1 3 1 3 3 
3 4 2 

16 
"2 1 

100 "i "9 
"i 

7 4 8 _ 6 5 25 16 74 37 26 5 9 
4 

10 "i 
2 "3 '3 2 1 4 <I 1 1 1 

39 7 28 15 1 1 1 '6 5 2 1 2 2 
1 "2 1 1 1 
1 1 2 1 
2 2 3 "3 "4 1 "i G 4 14 4 1 

16 5 13 2 2 2 2 12 2 9 "2 1 '2 
"2 

9 3 19 5 7 8 3 19 4 19 9 5 1 
2 1 3 
3 2 6 5 
5 
1 1 'I 3 2 '2 ":i 

3 1 
3 1 2 1 1 
4 1 2 1 II 
1 4 9 
2 "i 3 '3 1 "2 1 

1 1 4 4 
1 2 

1 5 1 1 1 
1 
1 1 

2 2 

"6 
4 "3 "i "3 2 " 1 1 2 2 

1 2 1 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 ·s 1 1 "i 1 

"i "3 1 1 1 "2 1 - 2 1 1 
1 "7 "5 '4 

"i 
":i 1 10 

2 3 
"i 

Total. 

I 22 

17 
2 

46 
112 

13 
348 

6 
81 

10" 
10 
7 
8 

37 
70 

113 
6 

16 
5 
2 

10 
13 
10 
141 
2 
4 
5 

12 
3 
9 
1 
2 
4 
4 

25 
4 
6 

" 2 
1 
1 
II 
7 
1 
S 
7 
II 

30 
5 
1 
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28. From the above statement it will be found that Kols head the list of lepers with 57, 
Bhumijs come next with 29, then Sonthals with 19, then GoaIas with 17, then Mundas with 
15, then Kharias with 9, and then Tantis with 8. The number of lepers in t4e other castes 
is small and need not be notlCed, nor do comments in regard to insanes, deaf and dumb, and 
blind appear to be required. 

29. The defimtlOns of insanity and leprosy given in the instructions attached to the 
enumerators' schedules were followed, and I have every reason for behevlllg that the 
enumerators understood and acted up to them. Great care was taken by myself and the 
Crrcle Superintendents to make the enumero.tors understand tho defimholls. 

I have made many enquiries, but can find no popular behef on the subject of leprosy. 
Amongst the aborigmal classes lepers are freely mixed WIth, and infection 1S not feared. 
The dIsease is in no way assocl(l,ted WIth unwholesome iood or WIth partlCular modes of hi'e. 

IlhAD Vr.-EDUCATION. 

30. The subjoined table shows the increase in English and vernacular education in the 
different classes;-

I Kumber Number Number 
YEARS. I of I learmng learning 

I I schools. Enghsh. Vernaculal'. 

1 2 3 4. 

_I__ 

1872 34 138 884 
1891 37G 233 14,288 

31. The above satisfactory increase is in all the different classes of the district, viz., 
IIindus, Muhammadans, Native Ohristians, and aborigines. FIgures for these dIfferent classes 
are given in the subjomed statement;-

Oomparative statistics oj schools and pupils since 1872. 

Numher Nnmllet Number I N'lmbpr I ".:"_1 N"";' 1 A~'."~ YEA-RS. If uf r afhng r~ td.ll'~ HmdlS. 
bchOt .... ls. pUll lq Em,llSh. ,prnac"l.1r I lll.tdalls Chrlshuns. 

2 3 4l 5 I 6 7 I 8 I 
1872 ... ... .. 34l 

1 
],022 138 S04 ... 

1 
29 51 ... 

1873 ... 6& 3,14J 111 3,031 1,233 56 72 1.82~ , 
1874 ... 80 I 4,595 106 4,489 1,660 57 224 2,SU9 .. .. 
1875 ... .. 95 5,580 98 u,4~! l,GOg 45 227 8690 

IS76 ... ... flO 4,467 112 4,355 1,187 37 291 3,008 

1877 .. , 99 3500 101 3,399 948 50 280 2,224. 

1878 ... ... 76 3,36~ 99 3,261 041 C:; 287 2,089 

1879 ... . .. 83 3,704 99 3,605 1,OS7 90 211 2,265 

1880 .. .. , .. 87 4.298 140 

I 
4,158 1,313 02 153 2,615 

I 

1881 . " ... I 134 6,061 83 5,978 1mS 80 234 3,60~ 

I 
120 5,706 62 I 5,644 1,853 50 240 3339 1882 ... .. I 

1883 ... ... 140 6,100 164 I 5,936 , 2,435 98 343 3,375 

224 9,Q21 225 
I 9,69G 5,734 161 357 3,741 188i ., ... I 

1885 ... ... 303 13,437 272 13,165 6,755 154 358 6,1640 , 
1886 ~)63 12,006 259 I 11,747 6.004 136 333 5,4'J0 

1887 81~ 13,455 282 I lS,In 6,862 111 301 6,124 

1888 297 13,0-10 198 I 
12,8!2 , 5,986 13l- a75 6,639 

1889 ... ." ... 312 14,369 208 14,161 6,922 1~3 244 6,938 

1890 ... 887 15,055 206 14,849 7,141 llil 249 7,557 

IS91 •• ... 376 14,6J1 233 14,288 7,351 ... . .. 6,795 

-
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32. In 1891 there were 14,521 pupils undergoing education-

Under secondary education there were 695 
... 13,721 

8 
97 

In primary " 
In special " 
In private institutions 

Total ... 14,521 

. 
Out of the 14,416 pupils in public institutions, 1,223 were girls, of whom 126 were under 

secondary education. English Was formerly ta.ught in the Chaibassa Zilla School only, but has 
been introduced into some Mission schools, and two middle English schools have been opened 
in the interior of the district. Formerly, it was only the Hindus of the urban area who went 
in for learning English, but now-a-days Muhammadans, Native Ohristians, and a good many 
aborigines have taken to learning that language. The following figures exhibit the increase 
of pupils of the different classes undergoing tuition in 1891 as compared with 1873. The 
figures of 1872 are not forthcoming: -. 

1 
1 

YEARS. 

1 

873 
891 

Hindus. 

2 

... 1,233 

., 7,361 

Muham- I Native I Abori-
madans. Christians. gines. 

3 I 4 I 5 

29 . 51 1,829 
llG 249 6,795 

33. The information recorded in the foregoing paragraphs of this cha'Pter will not tally 
with that given in compilation sheet No. VIII. In the latter, the number of pupils is shown 
as 4,961, whereas the Educational return shows 14,521. The explanation of this discrepancy 
is that the former exhibits only those pupils who are able to read and write some language, 
whilst the latter iIlCludes also those in the elementary stage. 

34. The total number of literate persons in the distriot is 9,974, of whom 490 are 
females. 

Of.the literate persons 

Of the literate females 

Of the pupils 

7,688 are Hindus. 
351 " Musalmans. 
461 " Christians. 

1,474 " others. 

290 " Bindus. 
7 " Musalmans. 

152 " Christians. 
41 " others. 

4,516 " males 
445 " females. 

and are divided thus-

Religion. 
Hindus 
M usalmans .. , 
Christians ... 
Others 

Of the illiterate 

Of the pupils 

Of the literate 

Of the illiterate ... 

Male. 
2,939 

59 
138 

1,380 

Female. 
282 

7 
107 

49 

... 220,090 are Hindus. 
2,798 " Musalmans. 
4,158 " Christians. 

803,507 " others. 

Age. 
0-14 

15-24 

Male. Femalo. 
3,569 409 

'655 28 
25 and over. 292 8 

0-14 779 135 
15-24 2,356 177 
25 and over 6,349 178 

0-14 121,681 119,018 
15-24 89,241 47,258 
25 over . 97,295 106,860 
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Of the Pupils. 

===-=-- -
Age. 

HBLIGION. 
---- ----

years. years. ovor. 
------------

1-14 j' 15-24 /25 years and 

Hindus 
:M:usalmans 
Ohristians 
Others 

1 2 

------"--

::: I 
'" I 
.. , I 

2,646 
57 

217 
1:058 

3 

I 

391 I 
7 

IS 
267 

4 

184 
2 

10 
104 

From the foregoing figuros it will be seen that amongst the literates the Hindus stand 
far and away the first, and that "others" ccme next with a fair show, whilst Musalmans 
and Ohristians shl)w very poorly. 

35. Again, Hindus take the first place amongst literate females, the numbers of the 
other religions being insignificant. Of the enormous number of illiterates-

240,699 are below the age of 0-14 years. 
86,499 are below the age of 1.5-24 " 

These figures show that there are nearly 300,000 illiterato persons of a school-going age, 
of whom, according to the educational return, avout only 10,000 attend school in the elementary 
course, I have no figures giving statistics of the spread of education in different parts of 
the district, and must, therefore, fall back again on my local eX;_:Jerience in order to supply 
the information wanted. In the Ghatsila and Kolhan jurisdictions, there are large numbers 
of scbools both for boys and girls. But in both ChakmJharpur (Parahat) and Monoharpur 
jurisdictions th81'e are very few. Prior to the constructioll of tho Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
those jurisdictions were difficult or access and the peorle indifferent tv education, but since 
the opening of the railway a radical cbaI!ge ba~ come over the cQuutry, and III consequence 
an applicatiun has been suumitt'd for an increase to our grant-in-aid fund to enable us to 
establish schools in these jurisdictions. 

3G. Bengali is the chief language taught in our pat/lsaZCfs in Dhalbhum, and Hindi in 
those of the rest of the dIstrict. In a lew schools scattered throughout the didrict, U riya is 
taught. TEndus predominate in the scho()ls in Ghatsila, and" ot:wrs " in th()se ill the other 
jurIsdictions. Musalmans are sprinkleu in lots of twos anu tbrees all over the district, and 
Ohristians are chiefly to be found in the urban area. T!J.ere are a few in Ghatslla, Kolhan, 
and Ohakradharpur. 

HEAD vn.-L.t~G1aGE. 

37. The chief written languages spoken in this district are (1) Bengali in pa1'gana 
Dhalbhum, (2) Hindi in the Kulhan and Parahat 1J[(1'[I((1Ia8, and (8) Uriya throughout the 
district. '1'he court languages are Benga:i for Dhalbhum and lli:1d.i fur the rest of the 
district. Education is imrarb'd in our scho()~s mainly in Hindi. and Bengali, but in some 
places Uriya is taught at the wish of the pecple. 

In the Kolhan, Hindi is taught through the modima of the Ho dialect, and in Dhalbhum 
Bengali is taught to the Sonthals and 13h.umij3 though. the m(,d~um of their to!\pective 
dialects. 

38. Since the introduction of mass oducation in 1872, marked changes have taken place 
amongst the aborigines, a large number of who:n can speak, read, Rnd write either Hindi or 
Bengali. This change is attributable partly to the good work done by patlz.~ala8, and 
partly by gradual contact with Aryans who fres.uent the district very freely for trcde and 
other purposes. 

Properly speaking, thero has been no disappearance ot any language or well marked 
dialect. With the wide spl'eau of writLen languages allover the district, and with the 
inoreased number of Aryan peop:e visiting it, there has, no doubt, been. a considcrable 
decline, but no disappearance in the c.ialeets of the Hos and Sonthals, which are the 
predominant aboriginal dialects or tbe district. 

Amongst themselves the aborigines talk in their own dialects, but in order to transact 
business in conrts, and also ror trading and other purposes, they feel the necessity for knowing 
Hindi or B8ngali and are steatiily picking them up. 

It is noticeable that in the pal'ts of the district inhabited chiefly by Hos, the aborigines 
in particular, and the Aryan.s to a certain extent, ca:l and do speak tht:) Ho dialect. The 
same is the case in the parts of the district inhabited chiefly by Sonthals. 

39. Annexed is a statement showing the rlistribution of parent lauguages thana by thana. 
ITo, with 237,793, heads the list~ then comes Uriya, with 114,402, then Bengali, with 
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106,686, then Sonthali, with 59,212, and lastly Hindi, with 25,842. The other languages 
spoken in the district are also given in a list :-

LANGUAGE. 

1 

Uriya-
Male 
Female 

Total 

Ho-
Male 
Female 

Total 

Bengali-
Male 
Female 

Total 

Hindi-
Male 
Female 

Total 

Sonthali-
Male 
Female 

Total 

Parent language. 

...: 
p 
0.. 
~ 

,..<:l 
"0 .e 

o:s ...... 
• .-< .... IZl 

~ 
...., 

05 
,..Q ,..Q 

0 ct::; 

2 3 

... 11,135 19,558 ... 9,377 21,452 
------... 20,452 41,010 
-------

... 27,327 1,026 

... 27,792 924 
------... 55,119 1,950 
--------

... 1,527 47,810 ... 1,871 46,947 
-------... 3,398 94,757 
---------

... 2,863 1,355 ... 2,840 1,195 
------

... 5,703 2,550 
-------

... 783 25,708 
... 1,375 27,595 

... 2,158 53,303 --1--
Language. 

(1) Guzrathi 
(2) Marwari 
t3) Urdu 
(4) English 
(5) Portuguese 
(6) Panjabi 
(7) Pasthu 
(8) Deocani 
(9) Mandari 

(10) Bhumij 
(11) Persian 
(12) Frell.ch 
(13) German 

... 

(14) Madrasi (Tamil) 
(15) Arabio ••. 
(16) Marhati 
(17) Ohinese 
(18) Span,ish 
(1_9) Telegu: 

... 

... 

1 
i> ~ 

~ • .-< 

e< 'd 
~ 0.. o:s • .-< ,..<:l c:e <::> 

• .-< 0 ,..Q I=l I=l 
'C P 0 

~ ~ ;:;::J 

4 5 6 

22,099 297 3,935 
23,094 177 3,338 

---------
45,193 474 7,273 

-----------
81,582 413 7,169 
84,740 406 6,414 

166,322 I 
~--

819 13,583 
----

1,809 681 2,428 
1,366 444 1,803 

-------
3,175 1,125 4,231 

--- ---
3,085 1,500 4,359 
3,622 1,505 3,516 

-----
6,709 3,005 7,875 

-----
470 643 934 
463 742 499 . 

--9331l,385 
----

1,433 

... 

Popuiation. 
21 
64 
25 

152 
2 

10 
13 

5 
771 
89 
11 
2 
4 

368 
3 
7 
4 
1 
1 

1,553 

.....< o:s ...., 
0 

8 
"0 

I=l 
OIl .... 

<:!) 

7 

---
114,402 

-----

---
237,793 
----

106,686 
---

---
25,842 

---

----
59,212 
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HEAD VIII.-OASTES. 

40. Whatever the importanoe of Singhbhum in other respeots, it is undoubtedly one of the 
most, if not the most, interesting distriots in the Bengal Presidenoy, ethnologioally oonsidered. 
Situated on a tetrajunotion point between Bihar and Orissa, Bengal and the Oentral Pro
vinoes, and oooupying a oentral tract in the plateau which formerly separatecl these great 
geographical divisions, but which by reason of the new railway may, more properly, be 
said to oonnect them, is the borne of no less than one bundred and eleven oastes and tribes, 
some of which are subdivided into numerous septs. The bulk of the population are aborigines, 
among whom the Ho, the Sonthal, and the Bhumij are the most numerous, forming nearly 
half of the total population of the district. Among these again the Hos, ocoupying the 
Kolban, in the heart of whioh is situated the head-quarters town of Ohaibassa, are not only 
the most important, but the most interesting. Oolonel Dalton in his descriptive Ethnology 
of Bengal has described the Ho, his physique and intellect, his customs and manners, his 
morals and religion, his occupation and traits, individual and tribal, with a fulness and 
lucidity which DO subsequent writer has ventured to add to or illustrate. The Hon'ble 
Justice Beverley (then Mr. Beverley), in drawing up his Census Report for 1872, admitted 
his inability to do more than repeat what had been written by Oolonel Dalton. The 
Hon'ble H. H. Risley in his "Oastes and tribes" contents himself with quoting Colo
nel Dalton. The only additiou I need make is tbat the Ho is to-day very much what he 
was when Oolonel Dalton described him about 20 years ago, for he is not very sensitive 
to outside influence and is, as remarked by him, exolusive. The railway whioh passes as it were 
by his gate is, however, working a change in him. His views are being enlarged. The 
eoonomioal oondition of his country is undergoing a rapid development, and he finds himself 
forced to adopt the new condition. of things. The Ho lives in his village surrounded by 
the Tanti who weaves his cloth, by the Goala who tends his cattle, by the Kamal' who makes 
his ploughshare, his battle-axe and his arrows, by the Kumhar who makes his cooking 
pots and pans. The functions of these castes are to administer to his wants; they live as 
muoh for him as for themselves. ~he ideal Ho village contains a number of families of 
the dominant Hos with the regular distribution of these castes to supply their wants. But 
already this state of things bas begun to change. The Goala, the ~ranti, the Kamal', the 
Kumhar, are not only aoquiring lands for themselves, but are also through, their superior 
intelligence, displacing the Ho in the management and control of the village economy. The 
Ho too finds it profitable to extend his sphere of aotion and observation, and prefers to buy his 
necessaries direct from the market where the general body of artisans compete with one 
another, to having them made by the limited class of artisans of his own village. The Ho 
is thus gradually losing his insulation and exclusiveness, and is mixing more and more with 
other castes. 

41. The Sonthal and the Bhumij living in Dhalbhum further.from the railway and the 
head-quarters town of Ohaibassa, have been similarly affected, but I think to a less extent; they 
have, however, been changing from a long time past, through their connection and contaot 
with the more advanced castes of Hindus who live side by side with them. They have 
adopted the language of the Hindus, viz., Bengali, and are in the prooess of getting themsel ves 
more and more merged into their opmmunity. rfhe Ho is the only tribe that has been so I 
long resisting any temptation to get similarly metamorphosed, but he, too, is showing signs 
of weakness now. Some of his tribe have given up eating cow's flesh; and it will be observed I 

tbat a small population of them returned themselves as Hindi Kols in the last census. The 
tendency of all this is obvious. The day may not be far distant when the Hos, like all theirj 
other aboriginal neighbours, will feel a distinot desire to be known as Hindus, whom they 
have so long despised and looked down upon by being themselves Hos " men" as contradistin
guished from" not men." 

42. I have not dwelt upon the changes that may bave taken place among other races 
and tribes, because I am not aware of any suoh ohanges. Nothing worth noticing has 
occurred. The only point that need be touched upon is the fact that they are all endoav
ouring to appear as Hmdus. 

43. The chief castes and tribes of tbe district are exhibited in the following statement 
in order of sooial preoedenoe as locally reoognized with the population of each as ascertained 
in 1872 and 1891 respeotively:-

I.-Brahman 
II.-Rajput 

III.-Vaishnava ... 
IV.-Sadgop 
V.-Goala 

VI.-Khandait ... 
VII.-Napit 

VnI.-Kumhar 
IX.-Teli 
X.-Bhuiya 

XL-Gond 
Xn.-Mal 

1872. 1891. 
4,098 
1,718 
2,733 
1,413 

36,320 
2,255 
1,875 
7,145 
3,904 

12,078 
4,838 
1,367 

3,635 
3,008 
2,827 

899 
46,855 

743 
2,365 
6,979 
3,644 

12,546 
2,212 
2,200 
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1872. 
XIII.-Manjhi 3.065 
XIV.-Sunri 3,274 
XV.-'l'amaria 3,016 

XVI.-Kurmi 19,667 
XVII.-Kewat 1,529 

XVIII.-Dhoba 2,096 
XIX.-Bhumij 37,253 
XX.-Puran 1,196 

XXI.-Tanti 20,758 
XXII.-Jugi 1,015 

XXIII.-Munda 3,877 
XXIV.-Oraon 1,397 

XXV.-Sonthal 51,132 
XXVI.-Kol including Ho 150,925 

XXVII.-Mahili 1,301 
XXVIII.-Kamar 7,959 

XXIX.-Kharria 1,463 
XXX.-Dom 2,054 

XXXI.-Mahuri 1,059 

1891. 
4,416 
1,647 
3,420 

12,400 
1,472 
2,682 

47,630 
1,210 

25,174 
313 

21,365 
3,220 

81,808 
169,276 

2,821 
7,022 
3,865 
2,280 

XXXII.-Ghasi 3,976 3,416 
XXXIII.-Hari 1,036 1,694 

44. For the purpose of showing the distribution of the castes and tribes, the district may 
be geographically divided into three parts, viz -(1) the Kolhan, (2) Parahat, and (3) 
Dhalbhum. The Kolhan, as the name implies, is the home of Kols or Hos. They with 

, their adjuncts the Tantis, Kamars, Kumhars, and Goalas, form the bulk of the population. 
Other races are not altogether wanting. The Tamarias form a fair proportion of the population. 
The town of ohaibassa, which is situated in it, contains people of various castes, races, and 
nationalities including Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians, Oraons, Kols, Tamarias, Bengalis, 
Uriyas and Biharis, English, Soandinavians, Panjabis, and Afghans. But the number of 
these latter is so small, and they are so far from being settled in the distriot, that they may be 
plaoed out of aooount. Parahat has a mixed population among whom the Uriya, Goalas, 
Kumhars, Kamars, and Mundus form the ohief oastes. The railway station of Chakradhar
pur with its varied population is within this estate. It is Dhalbhum, however, whioh shows the 
greatest diversity of castes and tribes. '1'here the Bhumij, the Bhuiyas, the Sonthals, the 
Kharias and numerous other aboriginal tribes live in close juxtaposition with Brahmans, 
Kayasthas, Dhobas, Napits, Kumhars, Kamal'S and very many other varieties of IIindus 
and half Hindus. The language spoken by the bulk of these is Bengali. It is fortunate 
that all the chief oastes and tribes of this district, interesting as they are from an ethnolo
gical point of view, have received very full attention from Colonel Dalton in his descriptive 
Ethnology, and from Mr. H. H. Risley in his" Tribes and Castes of Bengal. " To attempt 
a fresh description would be lost labour, for any attempt would be a mere recapitulation of 
what has been already placed on record in very accessiblf;l shape. 

45. ~he chief points of change since 1872 have already been noted. The one movemen't 
in the distriot which deserves notice is the slow but steady process by which the aboriginal 
castes are trying to get Hinduised. It is not possible for me to note on the variations in the 
distribution that may have taken plaoe since 1872, beoause the table of castes furnished to me 
by the SuperintEndent of Census is not one drawn up thana by thana. 

40. Relation to land.-The bulk of the population are cultivators. It is the one oooupa
tion common to all. 1'be Brahmans who top the list of the Hindu castes do not hesitate to 
return themselves as cultivators, They are for the most part of Uriya extraction, and it is 
possible they brought with them from their nativ€! homes their ideas on the subject. As a 
general rule, in the registration of documen ts all exeoutants and identifying witnesses describe 
themselves as cultivators. The faot is that, with the exoeption of a very few individuals among 
the settled population who live as idlers, by far the greatest number of the people live by till
ing the soil. The professional and artisan castes, too, depend more upon their labours in the 
field than upon those of the special branohes of work. The Tanti, the Kamal', the Kumhar, 
tho Dhoba, the Napit, the Goala live mainly by agrioulture, The landless people, too, are 
tillers of the land; they help the land-owners, and the only difference is that they reoeive 
the remuneration of their labour in a different way from the latter. There is properly speak
ing one zamindm' family, namely, thai, of Ghatsila, whioh is now known as Rajput, but which 
is regarded as having been Bhumij originally. The Thakurs of Kera and Anandapur, who 
are tenure-holders in the estate of the late Raja of Parahat, also come under this category. 
'1'hey hold their lands revenue-free. The Raja of Dhalbhum pays a comparatively small sum 
(Rs. 4,000) as revenue. There are. about 1,600 tenure-holders in Dhalbhum, inoluding lakhiraJ
dars, mukarmrz'dars, ghatwals, and pradhans. The pradhans oocupy a posititm intermediate 
between tenure-holders and tahsitda1·s. One of them is placed over each village, and collects 
and pays to fh-e estate-holder the entire amount of rent, reoeiving 20 per cent. as colleotion 
charge. This he reoeives in the shape of land grants called Mem lands whioh he cultivates. 
The bulk of the tenures are petty holdings, and mostly cultivated by the tenure-holders themsel ves 
with their own hands or with the aid o£ labourers. About 30 per cent. of these holders who 
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may be said to be the most influential among the population, are Bhumij; a oonsiderable portion 
are Sonthals. There are some Bhuiyas and other castes. Almost all the Brahman famIlies 
have lakhiraj holdings. They afford evidence of the theory that the Raja of Dhalbhum was 
originally a Bhumij and imported and patronised these Uriya Brahmans to get his title 
to Hinduism established on a sound footing by a widespread recognition by them. There is 
one other class related to the soil, namely, the raiyat, most of whom have ocoupancy rights in 
Dhalbhum. 

47. In Parahat the only two classes related to the land are the pradhans and the j·aiyats. 
The pradhans' position is similar to that of their brethren of Dhalbhum, with the exception that 
they receive oommission in oash instead of in land. The Uriya Goalas are the most numerous 
and most influential among them, and next come the Kllrmis. In the Kolhan, there are three 
grades ot people related to the land-the Mankis, the Mundas, and the 1·myat,. '1'he Munda is 
the headman oithe village, anll the Manki is the headman of the pzr (or group ot villages). 
They collect the revenue and keep the peace, but they are all cultivators as well. Out 
of the 61 Mankis 59 are Hos; out Ot 1,000 Mundas more than 700 belong to the aboriginal 
tribe of the Hos. The rest are chiefly "Griya goalas. The 'f'alYUts all enjoy rights of 
occupancy. 

48. The landless labourers in the field are paid by the day at about 2 seers of:paddy each 
evening at the close of the day's labour. There is no d!bbnchon between cultlvating and 
fishing divisions of the same caste. 

49. It is not possible to group the castes included in the list with reference to the attri. 
butes, functions or practices which are regarded as constituting a title to 60cial consideration, 
as no such grouping is recognized in thIS district. : 

IhAD IX.-OCCLPATIO~S. 

A.-AGRICrLTGRAL. 
~- -= -==--= - -:=::...=.-=- -=---= --

Class. Order. Group. Malo. r Female. 

1 2 3 4, 5 

Pasture and .Agri. AgrIculture Interest in land 175,746 170,408 
culture. A!l'rICulturallabourers ... 3,896 5,284 

Growpts of specIal products and trees 329 357 
Agrrcultural trammg and supernsion 133 148 

. Live-stock Stock breedmg and doahng ... 

"'r 

4,978 6,64-1 
SubsIdIary serVICes to stock ... 13 7 

------

B.-PROFESSIONAL. 

1 I ...1 144 I Professions Learned and artIstic Rpligion 212 
professIOns. I Educatwn ~21 276 

LIterature 28 25 
Law 62 23 
Medicine 144 141 
EnglDeering and surveying 26 18 
M USHl, actlllg and dra wmg 

"'1 
311 356 I Sports and amusements ... 4 

-- --
C.-COMMERCIAL. 
-== _--==---==----

Commercial Commerce ... 1 Dealers lU money and securIties 4
1 

1 
General merchandise ... 340 265 

I Dealmg, uuspecified .. , 139 38 
MIddlemen 202 204 
Contractors and farmers 342 I 305 

Transport If' RaIlway '''[ 147 92 
Road ... ... 553 475 
Water ... ... .28 8 
Message ... 582 498 

Storage Storage and weighing 5 3 
Toys, curlOsitws, &e. 4 5 
MUS1C and musICaL instruments 134 143 
Necklaces, bracelets, &0. 113 63 
Tools and machmery 1 2 

Glass, pottery and Glass, pottery, &a • ... 
::: I 

19 
stoneware, wood, Earthenware and stoneware 2,177 2,129 
cane, leaves. &c. TImber and wood ... 1,173 1,198 

Drugs, 
Cane work, Dla~tlllg, &0. 1,535 1,506 

gums, dyes, Gums, wax, &0. ... 180 124 
&e. Drugs, dyes, &e. ... 4 4, 
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C.-COMMERCIAL-concld. 

Class. Order. Group. 

1 2 3 

Commercial-concld. Leather, horns, bones Leather, &c. ... ... . .. 
and grease. 

Light, firing and Lighting ... ... . .. 
forage. Fuel and forage ... . .. ... 

Buildmg ... Building materials ... .. . 
Artificers ... . .. '" 

Vehicles and vessels Railway plant ... ... .. . 
Cart, carriages, &c ... , ... ... 

D.-ARTISANS. 

Preparation and sup- Textile, fabrics and 
ply of material dress. 

Wool and fur 
Silk 

substances. 

Personal services ... 

Indefinite and inde-
pendent. 

Government .. , 

. 

Food and drink • " 

Cotton ... 
Jute, flax, &c. 
Dres~ ... 
Amimal food 
Vegetable food 

Metals and precious 
stones. 

Drink ~n;d condiments 
Gold, SlIver, &c ... ... .. 
Brass, copper, bell-metal, tin, mercury and 

lead. 

Supplementary 
quirements. 

Iron and steel 
re- Paper, &e. 

Books, prints, &c. 

G.-SERVING GROUP. 

Personal and sani- Personal and domestic ... 
tary services. Sanitation ... ... 

H.-UNPRODUCTIVE. 

Indefinite ..... JlcJ ... Unskilled labour ... ... 
Undefined 

Independent ... Property and alms ::: ::: 
Supported at the public charge 

GOVERNMENT. 

Administra tion ... Government service ... 
Local and municipal service ... 
Village service ... '" 

Defence ... Army ... . .. ... 

HEAD X.-ADMINISTRATIVE. 

... 

... 

.. . ... 

... 

... 

... ... 
... ... 

Male. I Female. 

4 

545 

544 
132 

93 
196 

8 
38 

70 
]83 

7,899 
161 
507 

1,040 
1,027 
2,139 

334 
632 

2,711 
2~ 

::l 

3,656 
104 

49,800 
48 

3,380 
128 

737 ... 
1,076 

2 

5 

516 

775 
271 

35 
166 

1 
28 

33 
175 

8,269 
169 
233 

1,154 
1,542 
2,362 

293 
468 

2,699 
47 
2 

4,261 
91 

53,788 
lil8 

3,057 
34 . 

668 
1 

1,223 
4 

50. 'In discussing the two operations of abstraction and tahulation, I desire it to be borne 
in mind that the Chaibassa office conducted these operations not only in respect of the Singh
bhuID district proper with an area of 3,753 square miles, but also of its 'subordinate political 
states of Saraikala and Rharsa~an, with areas of 438 and 145 square miles, respectively, and 
that as the work was aRnied on as one whole, and by the same staff, I am unable to give 
separate figures as to time occupied, &nd number of hands employed in each. 

51. In this district, which is a very backward one :from an educational point of view, very 
Ab t t' great difficulty was experienced in getting together sufficient 

s rae IOn. and efficient hands for this work, and eventually it was 
found necessary tojmport abstractors from both Calcutta and Ranchi. The imported hands 
turned out to be a poor lot, and very slightly, if anything, better than the indigenous mate
rial. I was on leave during,the abstraction operations, but owing to the great attention 
given to the work by my locum tenens the full task as laid down in the Census Superintendent's 
Circular No. 42 was returned daily. The work, however, when brought under test prior 
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to being handed over fo]' tabulation, was found to be very inferior in quality and full of 
mistakes of every possible kind, and the time occupied in adjustment was necessarily long, 
and it was solely owing to this cause that our office took seven months to complete the census 
work of abstraotion and tabulation. 

From the above it will be seen that, so far as the district is conc\lrned, both the time 
allowed for abstraction and the task prescribed were in the one instance insufficient, and in 
the other beyond the capabilities of the material we had to work with. My remarks, as I 
have said above, apply to my district, but since it is stated in paragraph 2 of the Census 
Superintendent's Circular that these operations have taken nine months to carry out, an.d 
whereas they took only seven months in this backward district, and whereas the staff 
employed in each district was one proportionate to the population, I conclude that the same 
results have been. experienced elsewhere. 

52. I returned from leave at the close of July, and tabulation work was just being 
commenced then. The tabulators were the picked hands 
from the body of abst/actors, and the experience they had 

gained in the conduct of work and especialJy in working up figures, rendered them more 
fitted for this operation, and with the introduction of the payment-by-results system, which I 
introduced at the oommencement of these operations, work was turned out both better in 
quality and more expeditiously. Nevertheless, owing to the natural stupidiiy or dull brain 
power of the material I had to work with, mistakes, especially in addition, were very numer
ous and occupied' a great deal of the time of the Superintendent (Sub-Deputy Collector in 
immediate charge of the office), the Inspector andJ\ssistant Inspector to correct. 

In my opinion the task prescribed for tabulation work inclusive of the filling up of the 
totalling forms was reasonable, and capable of being performed without any great extra strain 
by men of fair ability. 

Tabulation. 

53. I have no fault to find with the pay allowed to all grades and classes of census 

Pay. 
officers. I consider it was very liberal indeed, and in my dis
trict, had the pay been double of what it was, I could not have 

got a better c;ass of man, for the simple reason that none were forthcoming, as the district does 
not contaill them. It is impossible to even surmise now what changes a decade will effect in 
the education of the people of this district. No doubt the p'ast decade did much in that direc
tion: so much, in fact, as to enable me ~o make tho enumeration in one night, whereas it took 
three months to do in 1881. Possibly education will not advance beyond the elementary stage, 
and in that case the same difficulties will be experienced in 1901 as have been met within 1891. 
The Census Superintendent's suggestion to raise the pay of abstractors to Rs. 18, keeping 
baok t till the work was found acourate in test, and allowing no margin for errors and no 
sepil.rate payment for re-abstraction and adjustment, but paying for such work when needed 
out of the withheld pay, will, I have no doubt, work well in advanced districts 

54. The attempt made to rush oompilation work through during the late operations was 
a decided mistake, and to this attempt may justly be attrib-

Genera: remarks on compi:ation work. 
uted the bad results of abs.traction work, which in the 

end caused delay and much extra expense. Being of this opinion, I view with satisfaction 
the suggestions of the Oensus Superintendent, viz., to begin work on tho simplest abstraction 
sheets (IV, V, VI and VII) and then advance to the more difficult ones (II, III, and X), 
and leave the most intricate ones (I and XI) till the staff is trained and efficient. 

55. I have nothing to advance against the forms of sheets and registers. They are no 

F f h t d 
. t doubt somewhat elaborate, but I presume the information 

orms 0 s ee s an regIs ers. • d . Th t 11' f . reqmre IS necessary. e ota rng 0 test-slIps alone 
appears to me unn!'cessary and might be dispensed with. 

56. I have no fault to find with the form of test-slips, and the efficiency of them was 
T>ffi • f ttl' pedect, as is shown by the faot that not a single paper sub-'" ~lency 0 es·s Ipo. 't d f ffi d f . nn te rom my 0 ce was returne or correctIOn. 

57. I consider that the staff allowed was, on the whole, adequate, and in advanced dis-
Compiling staff. tribc1ts whherlo

d 
m
h 

en obi fair i~t€'lligffie~lC.e atndbabtil~ty wh~red~rocu-
ra e, s ou ave een qmte su. Clen, u m t IS Istrict 

where we had such raw materiaJ to work with, very heavy extra work was thrown on the 
Superintendent, the Inspector and Assistant Inspectors, who had to carefully examine every 
entry before passing it as correct, and this compelled them to work from sunrise to sunset 
and of~en into th.e lllght. Be it said to t~eir credit that nothing but correct papers passed out 
of theIr hands, though the Oensus Supermtendent found fault at the length of time it took to 
?o~plete .the operations. Adverting to what I have stated in paragraph 54 of the report, it 
IS ImpossIble for me to say now what limit should be placed on adjustment work; reliable 
data for this can only be obtained from the advanced districts. 
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