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Tr e CODsti t l:~_ ti0 t_1 lay s down th 8. t "tlte State shall 
p ro n ot e ,~rj th sr eci aJ C '-l r ':_-: t he enLIc:=lt i or.81 ard economic 
inte res t of th (:-:. I"len.ker se cti o.cs o:f the pe o p le and in particular 
of t he Schs clul(::c"l Cast (-o s enr'l Scheduled Tribes and shall 
p ro tect t hem from sociaI in jus t ice and all lorms of 
e /(~) loi t .,?,ti on 01. -

To a s s ist St 2~t es i n fulfj_lling t h eir responsibi l it y 
in t~is regar~, the 1961 Census rrcivided a series of special 
t Dbu1; , tions of thE; soci C'l and econorri c del ta on Scheduled 
Cas t c:- a F d S c b (; C u 1 c c T r i h 8 S • 

':.'~he Jist s of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
ars L:.o tifiE;(J by the PrE:;s i den t under tre Constitl l tion and the 
Parliamen t is emnowcr ud t o includ L in or exclude from the 
lists <j an ~:/ C::3.st6 -'- or tribe. Lurin g t r.e Census Operations, 
the en u me r 2 tors frequen tly f ac e thE problem of identifying 
the Sch edult0 Cast::5 s 811dSchEdule d TribE.;s. In t he President's 
notification, thou ~~h in SOlle caSE s, the nam~ s of the sub-
Cas tes and sub- tri be s at1d s ynonyms arE::; gi ven, t he re ar6 many 
C8. S8S whtre su~h n ,:)ill€ s h 8 ve no t been provid e d in the l ist. 
The Censu s enumerators, tlJ.e:r'cfore, roS quirc guidance about the 
acce p t811ce or r ejection of cl a ims t ha t they come across 
durin g th E Op E. rFltiop-s 0 f SOlfl E. communi tie s~ to be tr c;'lted as 
su b-cast ~ s or sub-tri bes of th e notified ~che~uled Castes or 
SchedulE- a Trib e s. For this purpo se) th e Census Organis a tion 
haG thou gh t tt wis e t o undert ske det8ilcc1 ethnogr aphic 
stu<4 ies jn r csrs ct of Schecu l c Q CRstes ano. ScheduleI' Tribes 
of In~i~. Thi~ is also i n c on formit y with the P RSt Census 
trnrlj_ tion o f rrcsenting nl_1 t nEt' tic ethnograp"hic nccount o. f 
I n d i 8n C <:1 mmun :l ti ' :; s • 

For - c on c-J ucting t lie e t1'Dclgr .::1}_JDic stUCi ies, a number of 
2nci I18:r~' "per9tinns "re unrl e rt8ken by the soc i al studies 
Tfu it o f th e Of~ice o f t h e Regist r a r Gen e r 8l , India, as well 
a s the staff r f the Directo rs n f Census Operati ons in t he 
vDri C'u s St8.tes . ':: hese aLcil1~TY op~r ci ti ,,- ;ns include: 
(i ) c nmp il nti r n ~ f 8vnil nble inform8 ti ~n on each Scheduled 
C 8 StG CU"~ -'1 SC }'lee'u! (rl Tribe 8J1G p repar<:-!ti nL o f bibli o graphy in 
re spe ct ~ f them; (ii) pr e p a r a ti on- ru;~ interpretati s n o f mapS 
sh cJ'v,d_n g cJ is t ri bu ti ::n n I 5cll_€ c:ule cl Cas t e s 8l1 C Schedule d T r i be s 
over time ~~d sp a ce; 8n~ (iii) special s tud ies 8n cultural, 
t€chn o <l_(~r i ~:.::~l .'-'n c-1 GCCDCj;"(' i c c l-:, congL s t ak i ng plaCE among the 
v ~ri c·us t ri 0 -),1 cr:'mmuni ti e s . 
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Dr. "s . E . Roy Burrn3..[l ~ DEputy Registr ar ~€nerCl.l, 
Fan di cr 8ft:=; aD d Soci a l Studie s Dni t, a s sisted by 
Sh ri A. IV1 .K1l ::' lJ p Ptr d SrTi r . G. FPcg , Research Officers, is 
co~ rdinati~ ~ a ll these stud iGS at the C~n tr~l level . At"the 
State lev t: 1, the DirEc tor s o f Census Opera tions and his staff 
a re coll:c;bo ra tifL[ in conc\ucting t h e fiele invE.s ti g8 t~ons and 
prep 2 rin E', t 'r'.e rE- :port . ,rShr i Urna Kar:t Trivedi, DG~uty Director 
of Ce nsus CrST.:-:.t1': )}-; S (lvI . P.) sup e rvlsed the STudy at thE state 
lev8 1 ru ld Shri H. C. Jain, InvEs ti gato r, carried out the field 
invl stigo.t.i o n O~1 'this co mrnUJi ity and p repared the draft. 
I 8v 2. i l o f thi s oI'Portuf'c j_ t y to 6xtehC'. my war m thanks to all 
rry colle C:'[ue s Idh o have: wloertaken v a rious studies on different 
3.spects of thE::: Sch E;duled C~l stes and SchE.Oulcd 'Tribes of India . 

. . ,. 
A. CRAPVRA SEKHAR 

REG1 r:TBAR CEF ERAL, I N [I A 



;REFACE 

As an ad junct of 1 961 Censu~, 'prepara tion of 
e thno gra.!;?r ic monr"ig~ap hs ~ n ?- numb e r ..,f selected Sche~ul~ 
C <3 S t e:s, 8ched uled Tribes a nn e tho ic g rl")up s with spe cia l 
status an0 ethn . g rap r.ic gl.s saries n ~ all Scheduled 
Caste s ano. Sch edulec ~ribeS have bee '} taken up "y the 
Ce n sus ~r gan isa t ion . 

,-

r ~ Ind ia the cen~us nrga n is a~i~n has a l~ng t r adi
tinn ,.. r undertaki ng ~th_lngra9 hic studies . Bes.id es , th e re 

'a re (: C'rtain r ea SO !lS wh y, fn_r its j'''',w i.1 opera -s i onal p urposes 
it is n e c es s ary f nr the Census nrganisa t ioD t . t ake up V 

~ U c h :3 t u ,,-l i e 3 • ~ ; ur in gee n ~ uSn p er a t ion. th e C ens us 
organi s at i0n is rp~uir ed tn make a comple t~ enume ratinD 
~f all thE 8chenul ec Ca ste s a nd S cheo ul erl Trib es in the 
countr y . ' ~he e t h G ~ g raph i c s tud ies a re _ r e ~uirerl tn 
~ s tablish t he i G8 1tity of the vct riou~ c~mmuni ties 
. I.::] . ' h· J._ ITlh . I b d · f l nc u (J,lng t e lr :=:pgmen""s . _;,_ e SnCl2t 0un a rl8 S I") 

variO'cl S c~ mmun i ties a r e not always rigin , th e y are in a 
5t.ate o f flux . Y~thnngraphi c s tuCl ies are re'1uir ed tn ke en 
t r ack of these changes as w e ll , nthe rwise c n mpari~nn of ~ 
consc c'.ltive C E.-'n ~ us fi g ures 'Wo u l d g iv e ~ltt"'\gether 'Wrnng 
p i ctur e in resp s ct of the r:'l ~ ':':here is, an.te e T aspec.t f'f 
study in r espec t cf S c h eduled Castes a n d 8chE.-'d ul e~ TrLhes 
in -w h ich the census "r ganisati("~, a s -well as t he -w e lfare 
8DC pla1L ; in; age ll cie 5 are inte r e s ted - it is e thno -
demog ra~hy . ~n 1 961 Cen5us , s eparate t a bl e s 'Wer e 
p r epa r e~ i n r € ~ p c c t o f t h 0 Sched uled Cas tes and 8 cheCluled 
T rib E' s ~ n the fol l ovJi ng i te'f!1s :-

( i) industria l clas sificat ion of pe rsons at 'Wo r k 
r a ,d n o n - work e rs b y s e x, 

( l· l· ~ ~ . ' 1 t . age a n \_; r~';a r l t8 s to. Ll. S , 

(~ ii ; e nucation" 

( i v) r el i g io Y} , 

(v) ppr ~ nn s D0 t a t wn~k class ified bv s e x and 
type 0 f a ctivi ty f o r ~ cheduled Ca s~e s, 

( vi) persons Dot a t wor k classif i E'o by s e x aiicl 
tYQe nf activi ty for Scheduled Tribc ~, 

( vi i) mo~he~ to~g uc a nd hil ingual i sm for Schedul ed 
_'rib ps . 

~he data available in th ~ sp tables are t o be 
a n a l ysed i n r espect of e a ch S ch~ ~ ule~ Cast8 a n d 
S ch( ~ u12f'1 ' Trib e -, so thc_ t tbp histo rico.. l and cultural 
f a ctors re sponsible for t he cteffiog r aph ic patte r n can b e 
ide : t ifie o and t hE' impact of t he eme rgent demograp hic 
i atter n on t he social s tructur e can be ,:1.p-'-'ermined • ... 

. .• 2/-
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~he in s ig ~t ga in ;~ by th e Cens us o r ~a nisati nn. • . _ J 

thr c 46h 8 th n :\ g rapJ' ic s t~ud.ie s o f t h e S ched ul ed Castes and 
c; ehe'Cl t:l.le d 'I'rib e s wi l l l :; e 'useful f c_· r " interRretat-i i'.n cd' 
t~e f ~m~g r~~hic ~a tt0 rn f ~ ~ the ~ c u~try-as a wh r l e . 
Recen t stud i 8 S ·~h ·- vj tt:a t . th ,l n d i a , G v e n n ·:"w, it is 
d if fieul t t c c (', rr 8 c tl y app r e cia te the vari c us s c cial and 
E'c r 'n r::' rn :Lc p r :,' CE' 3S E' S 'W ith ·'u t r 8 fere~e t c caste . On th e 
o th ~r hand, .iq th~ intAr e St of ultimate national goal, 
cas ~~ is Dot br tn ~ r e cnr~ e ~ in 0 0nsu~, e xcept in ca ~ e 0f 
~. c h €: <3 u 1 e .. G Ca 3 t 8 S a no S c he {:l,u1 F; d 'i_' rib ~s • Tb 8 i ns ig h t 

~ g a in ad tbr 6ug~ e t~no- d0~0g ra~h i c sturiies ~f Scheduled 
Bastes a~d ' ~ch ~duIE~ Tribes is, tha refore, n f invalua bl e 
he lp fo r c p nsus. ' 

At ·the s"'r-'E' L-il··"r, "',U· ..... l~. C' ..... '·l ..:J V l'c <T e·,....·Y 1>'Yl."ch uC.eful 1 _ C'''J. ' ' 'J__,!_ ... .! ~: , 0 ... _ ..... _ _ . '::> \_; l_..lJ. . , ~_. 1I.l.. l. l '; ._,.f. _ 

f .. r i-, Ia ' ln i n~2: c_ f d ( ' vel;::\~~!l:rle nt activities am'~ng t he castes 
(· r " tri1)<,.:' ~ c·ncerned . l: ;_r i ns' t ance , if the c e nsus sh ' ~ w':j 
~hat g r ,.=:e.t d ":" c l r:. f c9 ivC' rs i ftcati n c f c cC' up a ti C:D bas 
ts.l-\'8rl ) l G. ce ,s. m:. ng t t,E" Pa rayan s ~ &; Ker8.1a , it is impcrtant 
f :- r th f' t) l:3. c, n e rs t , kn VI w he t her t~e communi ty c (' ns i~ ts 

,, ' f a our-mer ·f d i ~ c cnne cted s egments (:: r wh e th e r it means 
. hat a s :reat 0F~c. l : f ind ivicual mobility is tQken place 
wb e r e the am in ' f o cus ~ f c o mmun lty is e th e r than tradi
ti (· nal ' (;,c (' upa t i r', n . ,Again, when among the Bauris n f 
" ri ::: s a , it is f tlund tha t 8. very high p r --:'p o rti f) o ,) f th e 
p c puIati(: n is e ng a ged in ag i'icultural lab c ur a nd next t n 
th e rT, a high pr i: p r rti (" n i9 f n uD'c'i in cuI tiva ti r· n and a Is e, 
t II a t t he r:. e i 8 C n t'. sid e r Pi. b 1 p '" c9 i v e r s if i ca t j_ ." D 0 f (} C C up a t i 0 D , 
t~le f ~ l I e"'} i n:?; que s -s i , n s c' f S c ' C i c· l·"-) g Lea 1 2 nd pra c t ica 1 
i rnpc)rtance a ris e :-

(8. ) \tJha t i s th G histc rica l r e latiGD b e tween th e 
As ric u ltural l a h o ure r s a ~rl t h e cul t ivatr rs amo ng 
th E; B " . , '~~" ri~ ,· f . ri s s2? ~'he ~B (l S U S r1a ta sugg e sts 
"nE: (' 1' the t w r p c s<:'ible G0 v e l " pr::ents, namely, 
( l) h I l k r f th e 3auriro vJ C' T 8 cultivatr-rs ana hy a 
p r r : C e s S ,- f c1 P g en e r a t i r n c' f th (' ire c ':-' n o :-n y ha ve 
bec ~ me agrieultur&l l ab c ur ors, ( 2) on thp other 
\ "; S no ; i tis a l s (; ~ 1:-' s sib ~J t I-::D. t tlH; bulk nf them 
we r e agric~l tura l l ab 0 ur e rs Gnd th r nugh a p r ocess 
'-, f irnprr,vc ment nf the ir c C(, D c· rl1 ic c ('n~itinn :l ma ny 
,- f tr:p rl ,t ·'::i v e b f' c n ~(:' ~u1 ~,l va V i r'S . 

( b ) '..;_:he f ac t tba. t a c r'n sj_oer cl.h Ip d iv E': rsif ica ti (-... o r f 
, , e C'} . Q t l' r- Yl h r c t a 1-\ ,-, n '0 1 ~ ( . -, s ' , g .-,. '" s t s t h a~' + h e . , ::. J a ... 'l.L c_... ,:::) _ .. _C 1 1 .,: c:.. _.., t,: ..... ~ :._ .( 5 t.;:; .1 _ ' .. v_ 

e c ' -'D ,n ,V h a S D " t r e rr, ~j i ncd i n ·c: s ta gne..n teen i i t i r n. 
~ l' (' r ei tiS tr-, l) E e :x:a t: i n e d \tj h (; ~ h e r the ,4. i v e r s if i -
ca ti ' D is thp r e sul t "f upward rr: ,',hili ty, ; ·r 
dnwnwaro mf:bility , ('I r E.· v e n l] r r t. z0otal mcbility, 

" qn,_j wlla t i s t hE':- actu a ::L Dr n,c e ss b'" wh i ch the JJ: - , 

d iversificut i c n has taken olace . .. , 

( ~ ~ ~he s n cia l riim Fusi r ns correso0n d ing t n the 
rl i v c r s i f i CCl t i ;::; n i n e e n n :J iolic iife h 3. v e t o be 
~': xa mi n E" o • 

. .. 3/-
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I t ::._ s a ~ . S r t :, be s xa en in c rj w h e t he r i n s 0 i t e (' f 
d ivp rs ific c~ ti Cl D c,f G ,;cu~a t i c-·n, the e th c,s or a 
pa rt ic~J_la r :_- ccu)a ti ;-'n 7 f r. r ins t C::.nce ag ricu l ture ~ 
c "· ntinu8s t ,- be n ,~. r: ; i nan t . In t ha t ~a ' e .. diverslficati e:,n 
IT: igh t .he:; V Ee' C T C;8 t (j~ p r r:" ble I~ " S ;: : f ad j u~ tm eri t in value ~ and 
attitu-:l c s . 

~n stances can be ~ultiplied , bvt it.i s not 
necec::sary . \"!ha t 1l 2,v C' b s en statec a b ~l v e , ar e e n o ugh t o 
~\ r j_(J. g ::.ut. 0lF:~ 2ignj_fica n cf' ell ( · thn)- det;~ (' g ra _ _:. hic studiE"'S 
f (1.- pl&[l !:"lers . 

'._he a r, e; v E' nir"ensL' ns o f e th nc,- -::1emog raphic ~tudies 
k' av ,e-, c v c lved thr : 'ug h s ta.~(?s . J_n 1 960, a t the in~ tance 
c f Shri L itra, Rcgistrc.Lr Gen e r al o f InClia; a (J_uesti r nn
a ire f(,·r coll.ectinn : )f €:t-,hn r gra_i)hic (~a 1;:.a WA, S cir,",ulated 
~. m , ng: t'~le Cen sus Di r ect 'rs. I ~i. ' cto r e r, 1 961, the 
}-ian l i c ro..fts acd f '0 cial Stud i -:-; s Unj_ twas ::'! P. t up i n the 
(, f I i ce c , f trc e Re E is tra r GenE" ra 1 n f ':':nd i,a ~ t el c cera in2_ t (. 
t he c t.hn'--zr8. ~}l-1i ~ s tudies and a f e w e t he r a ncillary 
s t'-1_0. i c s, like villa ,,8 sur ve ys, hann i c r a f't surveys, etc . 
In ~)C'r::ehi'b e F. , l ':16l , a ;=:, tudy C amp wa s o rganis ed in Delhi, 

'W· :Mere the ~)E' rs onne l enga ged i n etho:-:g r3.phic studi e s, 
han(~i c rafts stuD ies '3_0 0 c: ther G,r' cial inve~tiga ti r~ns in 
(thE" ·---; f fic e s c f thp- Cen::>us D ir ect o r s , ;artici"Jated . In 
the ,C)-r,.y'1 y C C'dY:P , it was c cn sidered that t he e thnng rap hic 
n n t cs wrul~ ma l n l y aim a t makin~ a s o bj e ctiv e assessment 
~' f th ~ ' s U3. tc r lf clC vclODme n t (! f' the d iff p rent schp d uled 
c a s t e s a nd sehed ul p(1 tribps in th e c('~n t ;:' xt " f th e change s 
t aking place i n t ('cbn n l c gy , e c ' :n(~ rr : ic c rganisaticn and 
t c; tal culture patt (· r n ,-f the c 0 u n tr y . It wa s further 
~' uggEste ~ trlc.t tllP l) rit"~~- ry f c c'~s C' f th e ~tudy sh o uln n n t 
OP ("(1 tbE: c x ' -:. tic elE?r:lcnt~ :'1f' t he culture s o f th e differ e nt 
ca. s t F" S ;toe tr i h r s . It S hnul o b p, Cll. the e ff o r t s (',f the 
C C'TTlO ,qc i t i es c UDc8:cned , tr .. ac'J.just t ·, t he m0de rn c n n d iti n ns 
0 f li f e . In the livh t n f th e above d ~ c isi nns o f the 
Study ::!arrp , rs. _;.) i c' c thn cg r 2<J hic studies h a vE:::- "b eE:n carrie d 
Go. ~ y ~he staff cf the D ir0c t o r s 8 f S0nSus p e r a ti o ns 
n. ::> i,.'e ll a3, b y th E', :r-'Iai'lc1icrafts uno S·(' c i al 2. tud i e s Unit o f 
tY,P' ' fi'ic o " f t:hp Rpgistrar General 0 1 ';':ndia , in dif f e 
r E':n t Da rts '~f the: cC1untry. These rapid surve ys have ;Y1~ ~I 
br r)ugt: t n ut a nurc-~b'2 r \ ·f mc t l ' n rj(' ~c,g ica l anri c:pe r a ti ;-.na l 
p r o bl f"rps . in l'· ay and Jun e , 1 966 , tw r: Ethnog ra~l h i c Study 
Ca rn) s ""p r e h E;l ~ <: t l"-:: '.lrse n og a n d :Hyde rabad , wher e 
i::l E'; r Se ll. n e lf r c.' m th e r. f fie e e ft heR P. g is tr a r G e n e ra 1 0 f 
Ind iF. c;l. S \",el l as fr r rL t l-,o ' ffices (' f th e- C e nsus D irectn rs 
.) art i cioate o. · In t he S t ud y Ca rnn h e ld a t Kurse o ng, the ... JJi. ... _ 

Se cret,'.:'"ry, Trihal ·v~ (::: . L far p.) \:J f; St Bengal, a n d D ir p ct ('r, 
'_"_' rib2,1 \:'c·l far e , V~est B 0'r:lga l~ al s i: >,a r ticip a t E)? In theso 
;:''; tudy ~amp s, an In t e g r a teo i'rame f e-· r ~ne:~) ara tl o n c f 
othn c.g r aph i '-' n"t , s \.Je.!:) d iscuSS 8c'l and ad cp t ed . in additinn 
to. U '-' c s tudi <;:; s i i,l r .:" s ;)ec t o f e ach sch ed ul ed caste a DO 
sch e duled trih c ~p .Ja rat0ly , a numbe r ~: f- ~ubsidiary 
studi r' s v.' (' r e und c r tr;_1-;:en bv the Handicrafts a nd C,':' cial 
Stuc) ies Uni t r; f th e:::, f f ic e 0 f the ~eg istrar Gen e ral r: f 
Ino i a , f e r ga in:ixig ins ig h t i n t o a rl'....-HrlO e r o f pr o blems (,·f 
gen.e r a l '~~ c t '~1_r8 w h ich hR.ve bea r ing c n th E.; different as 
~:Jec ts :-: )i tre live' S " f the sched ul p0 ca ste s and scheduled 
tribes (' f the c run try . 

• •• :1:/-
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':.h CS8 sub siniar ~i stud if' s a re as f ~ ' ll C'ws . . -
1. Shifting cult~ vati nn in Rantal p argana s o f Bihar 

an ~ Gar ~ Hills ~ f Assam . 

z . P 2 tt e rn ~ f Re habil ita tion o f displn ced tribals o f 
He ur le e lei . • 

3. S ,.' e ic .- c(,f' (l c; mi '-:; sl.lrv t=.y !' f th e f,chec1uled area s o f 
il.a j E~ s tJ ' an • 

-
4. SJ l: \..~ ~ - p c o n :'mic d F' vGI G ~')[nents o.mc'ng thE' hillmen o f 

~\T ~ r ty - r:.3 S t-, In ·"1 i 8 • 

cuI t'J.r2.l o r ien t a ti c' D 0 f 
fr o m sched ul e d castes. 

6. ~r 2~iti'~al r ights n f scavpn ging as claimed by 
sC2 vu n grrs in urba n a r e as . 

7. Gr ~uo in0 r f C ~~ t0 ~ and tribes with ref e r e nc e t o . ... b 
)'-'ccu,la ti c.' n an(."1 i nt. e r- 2r n u o and intra-grc:u .. D . , _ .,: 

c, t',p a r a :~ l \IE' S tU0 Y " (1 the bas is ,· f th e na ta 
n v n ilabl e in ~a r lier CGnsu~es. 

8. S r. cial rtl0oili t, y D' ,0 vc:mE:nts Cl. m('ng the schcdul eo castes 
2. 1F~ s ch P O uled tr i be s • 

n t hE' basis ( ) f each o f the subsidia r y !.tudieS 
in d i c a t p d a b ': \! c , a s e Jar a te ,. ;c-.' n n g r .2 0 his u n de r r) r eD a ra - -!

C i n n. . I t i_ s C! 1 s () p r G p 0. se d t c') l:J r ep 8. res ('; pa r 2 . t o. m C' n ~,g r ap h ~ 
n n 2 . fo"] scheC1uled c a stes anrl sche d.uled tribes and ethnic 
gr o ups with special status in encl, state . Besides, 
e t h n 0 g r c=: OJ h i (' 2: 1 r S "-2 r i '. s 2. r (' 8 r (:"8 C' S I~' n. t o b e pre par P. din 
r e .s ~ .'" (C. etc' f a 1. i s c ~ i e d ul (' n. CCl s t es '" a ri rl s c he rl. ul ed t rib e s • 
F o r · t his p~rp 0 se a b o ut n n e lak~ ref e r~nces h a ve been 

.. 
'T he' pr e sent Rsp(' rt ;; n t hr Y::>~ it,; Ct r, a Scheduled 

TribE in HadhYR '? r ao s sh is ('De (I f' the mo nographs 
.p r C ) 0 s e ( Ci t ( , be b r c' ug b t () ute y th e re ens us ' r g ani sat i on . 
/i f a irly octail ·;n inv ,:..;sti_ga ti o n c. n the c o mmunity was 
unde~tRkG n by Shr i H . C.Jain J ~Dve stigato r o f the · ffic e 
c f ~~,h\.:~ Dir <"' c t n r c f 8 c nsus 'p e r a ti n ns .) IV,.adhya Pradesh 
un rl E' r the g uioa n c (' ( ·: f S.hr i U. K. Tr i lI e n i, Dep uty Dire c tor. 
~h0 ~raf t R0p ~rt was p r ep~re6 by Shri H .C.Jain. It was 
fin2.lly e d.ited by the E o it, C") rial B o a r d ",c n nsisting c f Shri 
U • K. ':'r i v e d i, D f"pu ty 'J ir e c: t0r G f C e nsus' . p era ti 0 D s , 
1\ ..:J h 1) r1 h Or . ~ ... . K . n 'ff . d l '·, Ct r,.1l i YR r r a ..... , e s , ) _. r l l ; .lv 1 . urup , ' .. E"searen leer a n 
u' ys e lf • 

. ~ take . this ' o ~_.) (1 rtunity to e xpress my thanks t o 
a II t}i e c () II e (' .... g U ( S VJ h ( ' C r- II R b (l rat e c i r.. t his pro j e ct • 
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S hri B .L. Ha rit, Investigatnr, who is looking 
a ft e r th e compilat~~n o f information fr o m published 
c o urc c s in r e S ~ 8 ct o f a ll sch £ du18d c a stes and 
sch e dul e Cl, tribps and eth e r special e thnic groups of 
.=nd i a de s e rvE'" S 1:18n tir-·n. . 

2~h ri h..l'i i'tra, f\F glstrar Ge nera l o f India for 
1961 Census wh 0 s e farsig hted initia tive is re~pansibl e 
f o r s o cia l inv pst iga ti r ns in a l a rge numbe r c f fields , 
i nc lu '1 ine e thno~ raphy, d e s p r v e S than k s o f all students 
C' f ~n r1 ~~\ 10 gy . I ha ve be en b-en E:.: fit terl n : t only by his 
in sp ira ti c n, bu t a1s (':, by h is valuab le sugg eS tion s in 
c (~ rl': lc; ct, i ('n with the ethn og r apb ic studie s, a s well as 
t bc c the r s tUG i F. s, c o no ue t <.:' C1 1) y th e Hanel icra fts and 
S; ,-, c i a 1 ;:;;-t, Uel i 8 S Un 1 t . 

~hc traditio n b uilt by ~hri Mitra, has bee n 
c 'n tinued by Shri A . Chandra S p khClr, the present 
R ogistrar Gene r al o f In~ia. Under his guidanc 0 , the 
~COp0 el f th e=' 8 () cial St.udies by t:.he CensuS organlsatil'n 
has b e0n fur t h e r e xp8.nd pd. In spite o f his other 
prv o~cupa tinns, he has g ODP through the final drafts 
rf th p ethnographic n o t e s and give n a number o f 
valuabl e suggesti o n.s. I a'Jail of this opp-:>rtunity to 
expre ss my gra tc f~ln E::~ ss to him. 

B . K . Roy Burman . 

SHI 



KAWAJi 

I. I.@ID§.. ... Identity", OJ.: ~_gin &_ H-istm 

The name Kawar appears to be a corruption of the word 
'Kauravas' and 'tThe Kawars trace their origin from -': he 
Kauravas of the Mahabharat a , who were defeated by t h e Pandavas 
at the great battle of Has t inapur. They say that only two 
pregnant women survived aDd fled to the hills of Central 
India, where they took re f-,1ge in the house of a R2:.-,;":1t (grazier ) 
and a Dhobi (washerrnan) respectively, and the boy Cl. ... l.d girl 
children who were _ born to -c hern became the ancestors of' the 
Kawar tribe. n" (Russell al'"l G Firalal, 1916, Vol.I II p. 383). -
Similarly Dalton remarks, "Though they are much sc at tered and 
the various divisions of t 1r,e tribe hold Ii ttle cornmunication 
with each other, they all ~ enaciously cling tb o~e t radition 
of their origin, that t hey are the descend ants of ~he 
survivors of the sons of Lu.ru, called Kauravas of Faranas, 
who when defeated by the I' andavas at the great bat t le of " 
Kurukshetra, and driven f l.'om Fastinapur, took refuge in the 
hills of Central India. tI (Dalton, 1872, p. 132 o :f reprints 
19(0) • On the other hand i\elson regards "The name ::' s said to 
be derived from the fact t ~'l at the ancestors of the t ribe 
fought on the side of the Kauravas against the Pand avas in the 
great battle of Hastinapur." ( Nelson, 1910; p.86). Probably on 
account of this mythologic~l b elief, the Kawars used to k~ep 
away from the Pando tribe in the past. The Kawars s till 
believe that they are the descendents of Kuru of l1ahabharat 
and the Pandos are regarded as the descendant s of the Pandavas , 
No segregation is, howeve :', seen now. 

The synonyms of this tribe, as given in the Scheduled 
c.astes and Scheduled Tribe s Lists (Modification) Order, 1956, 
are Kawar, Kanwar, Kaur, Gherwa, Ra thia, T anwar or Ghatt ri 
and t he tribe is scheduled in Bastar, Ghhindwara, Seoni 
l1andla, Raigarh and Surgu~ a districts, (2) Baihar t ahsil of 
Balaghat district, (3) Betul and Bhainsdehi tahsils of Eetul 
district, (4) Bilaspur and Kathghora tah si l s of Bi l aspur 
district, (5) Durg and Sal ,- j ari tahsils of Durg di s;: ~'ict, 
( 6 ) Murwara, Patan and Sillora t a hsils of J abalpur ci j_ strict, 
(7) Hoshangabad and Sohag pur tahsils of Hoshangab ;_:::i district, 
Narsimhapur district (8) Earsud tahsil rif E ast Nima r 
(9) Bindranawagarh, f>hamt a~i and Manasamund tahsi l s ot Raipur 
district. In the earlier Censuses, the tribe has been 
referred to by t he name Kawar wh ic h is the commonest name by 
which they are known. Ru ~~.:: ell and Piralal regard ·t i l€ abov e 
synonyms of Kawar of Modi~~cation Order with the add ition o f 
Kamalbans h i Paikara, Dudh "-Kawar Chanti and Rauti [:~ as 
endogamous Jivision. Synonyms of the tribe as give n in t h e 
Modification Order are act ually the sub-divisions cf the tribe 
and a~e not the synonyms. In Bila spur di s trict t he name is 
pronounced with a nasal a ccent as 1 Kanwar., The WG~d 'Kau~ ' 
appears to be a corru~tion of the word 'Kawar ' and ~ s a 
SUb-section of the trl be tr;ough this is the term by which 
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Hewitt has ~eferred to them in his Settlement Report of Raepor~ 
district. (Hewitt, 1869) J.W. Chisholm has described them ' 
under rKuwar' in his Settlement ' Report of Bela spore district 
(Chisholm~ 1869). Nelson and Russell and Hiralal described 
them under Kawar (~TE;:llson, 1910 and REss,ell anq. , Hiralal, Vol .. 
I I I, 1916).. ',.' '"' ';::. '. . ' ,, '. . . , 

. " . . ."_ - - . " . ~ . ' . , .' . " 

Nothi,ri.'g ' )~t1ch :'i$: known' .. ;abdut ,.t h e '.·his'tory .. ()f .... th~ . ·~ribe 
but it appea,rs that "the Ki3-w,ars w~re tr~.sted .. ~soldi ,er:'s., pr" the 
Baihaibansh:l' Chiefs of Ratanpur, . as ' the !,f'.o.11ov.Jing !;erp.ark of 
Hewitt shows;- .: " ' .', " " , " , 

: ~ ( ' . _' 

, t*I 'would be rath~r incJ_ined to c01:)side~::: thern ' ~$ ) _IDper-
. feet Rejpoots who settled in early times among the hi1.ls of' 
the Vindhyan rai}.g_e ,,: ,and 50 ,:failed .in becomlng ,Hindoqised like 

," ot'her war1j_ke immigrant s. " Probably . tJ'ley are' of ' Tu':r:'ahian 
ori?~n 'l but are, I think, distinct from ,the K()~(:n;·;a.r1 ~d 
Dravldlan races 0 EarJ_y documentE? ext ':tn. t at Rq.ttunpore; $how 
that they conquered the North-East 0~ ~h~ !Bil~~poie nistrict 
fr 'om the BhooYas and there ca,n be Ii ttle or uO_Q.olibt , t.hat 
the Chief counseilor and the most trus ted fOllower's of .the 
Hyhybunsee Frinces were Kaurs. It vIa:::; to 'Kaur 'chiefs that 
they entrust~d the~ : bil'l fortresses' of :Be1a..spore on their, 
de scent int 0 the plains, while th.e· a2, ~j_:s_t: ance rendered QY the 
Kau:rs in the c onque st ., of' the 50u"th . o f ':,Rae p6r.e and Bust ar was 
reV-larded by 'lar'ge grants of land wh:i,c>,d are still held' by 
their descendant p in Dhumturry; the . (:, oudurdeehee Zaniihdar and 
the Ta100qdar bf'Bhooteeqeeh being bot.h descendants of these 

. c oloni st s. '11 ' , 

'. Similarly C.har.·le~ Grant r«?,mar4s? tlEar-ly documents 
e~ta.nt at ·Ratanpur show ' that they' cq,r:.c:'-.:Lered the nor"'Ch-east o:f 
Ellaspur district frorh Bhuyas; and there can be little or no 
doubt that the .chief , counsellors and the most trusted followers 
of' the Haihai-Bansi princes were Kahwars. II (Charles Grant 
1870, p. 413-414). ' ' , 

~ -; 

The Kciwars a;s included in t h e J_ist of Scheduled Tribes 
in Maharashtra _(2, 915, "1951 population ) in addition to :rvIadhya 

Pradesh (328' 713 ~961 population). ~ hough the tribe is . 
scheduled in " M~l~hat tahsil of Amravat i district, Gajhch~roll 
and Sironcha tahsils; of Ch.anCla di strict and Kelapar, \llanl ~d 

. Yeotmal tahs·i!ls of' Yeotmal district i r Maharashtra, the malt: 
concentration is in' Chanda district: (2?812). But in comparlson 
with Madhya Prad~sh the numerlcal strength of Kawars in 
Maharashtra ;Ls negll,gible; In 1961 Ce :1.sus, out of the total 
population, 'of 328,713 (includlng ~he s:lnon=tm? ?roup), 86.3 . 
percent have been .. returned from ,Bllas pur Olvlslon :viz ... ,SurguJ a 
(92 132), Bilaspur (80,549) ' ,' an~ Raig ~rI: ' ~ 121, ?6,3) it • 10.3 per
cent have been returned :from Ralpur d l\T~SlOn VlZ., Dur?(? ,~32) , 
Raipur (2S 201) and Bastar (455), Out -slde these "tWO dl VlS10DS 
Kawars are' found. in small numbers ' in '[{oshangabad and Betul 
districts of Bhopal division and Jab~lpur '2 .M?ill~la '" Chhindwara, 
Seoni and Balaghat districts of Jaba.Lpur ' dlVlSlOn. 
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In view of the above distribution of the tribe the 
following observations of Russell and Biralal appear to be 
appropriate. 

°A primitive tribe living in the hills of the 
Ghhattisgarh district, north of' Mahanadi. The hill country 
comprised in the northern z amindari estates of' Bilaspur and 
the adjoining Feudatory St a tes of' Jashpur, Udaipur, Surguja, 
Ch ang Bhakar and Korea is the home of the Kawars, and is 
sometimes known after them as t h e Kamran. II (Russell and 
F iralal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 389). 

The 1961 population of the tribe has been stated above 
as a total of all synonyms for comparison with the figures of 
the earlier Censuses. It may however, be necessary to 
mention here that these 1951 densus figures relate to those 
areas only where the tribe is Scheduled. In 1931 Census l the - 
total population of the tr ~be in the present districts or 
Madhya Pradesh was 281,78l out of which 99.97 percent were 
found in the districts of I: he Bilaspur and Raipur divisions, 
the former division having a little more than 80 percent of 
the total number of' the Kavrars. The remaining were found in 
the Hoshangabad and Betul d istricts of Bhopal division and 
Jabalpur, Chhindwara, Seoni and Sagar districts of Jabalpur 
division. Comparison of these figurEs with those of the 
state Scheduled Tribes population of 1931 is not possible as 
t h is can not be worked out for the present state of Madhya 
Pradesh. . . 

The rise in the population of the tribe during the 
last 30 years is only 16. 6'0 percent which is much less - than 
the general rise of tribal population of the State(72.6) in 
that period. This low incrSase may be due to the fact that 
Bilaspur, Durg and Raipur c1istricts which have a considerable 
p~~centage of . the populati o~ of the tribe

l 
are only partly 

declared as Scheduled under Modification Urder, 1956. For 
th~ convenie!}ce of compara~)ility, the popUlation of' the tribe 
as returned in 1931 (recas -:-:; on the basis of the Modification 
Order, 1956) ana in 1961, =_s shown in the statement below:-

S"~T--District 
1 

_._ ;1- ·t-~--.. -:2 
1 Hoshangabad 4 18 
2 Betul r-:,: 35 I 

3 Sagar J 
4 Jabalpur .36 8 
5 Mandla .- 83 
6 Chhindwara 3l 9 
7 Seoni 18 8 
8 Bal.a..ghat 20 
9 Surguja 48,38 9 92,132 + 90.39 
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--~~---------------~---------------------------------=--= 5:= ='=- .... ~ __ ._-=2'--____ ~. __ ._ .~_;;i_ _ , ~ . ________ 4 --.------~-§.- . ,- - ---

lO 
II 
l2 
l3 
l 4 
l5 

Bilaspur 
R,aigarh 
Durg 
Raipur 
Bast a r 
Re'\.\ra 

74,4l2 
l02,4l0 
24,18l 
31,973 

319 
3,934* 

80,549 
12l,763 

7,432 
26,201 

455 

+ 8.24 
+ 18.88 

225.36 
22.79 

--
-------------------------------------------------------_-----

tfotal 28l,781 328,713 + 16.69 
- -... ._. - - --_ - --- ... -- -- -- --------.._ - -- - -_ .. _ --- - -- _.._ - -- -_ .. -_ -- --- -~ ~ -- -- ....... 

.. The table above s}rows th a t the population of 
Boshangabad, Betul, Sagar, Jaba1pur, Mandla, Chhindwara,Seoni, 
BaJ_aghat and Bastar districts is negligible while it is con
centrated in the Chhattisg a rh d istricts . The rise of 90.39 
percent in Surguja dlstrict is substantially more than the 
f ener al rise of the tribal population o f t h e State in the 
last 30 years. R&igarh district however, could not reveal 
t h e same proportion of increase in the population. This may 
be d ue to t h e high increase in adjacent district of Surguja 
where the tribe may have immigrated from Raigarh district. 
The low i nc rease in Bilaspur district and d ecrease in Durg 
and Raipur districts is ' also due to t h e fact that these 
d istricts are partly declared as sc h eduled under Modification 
Orde'r, 1956. 

In 1931, the return of Kawars from Rewa was 3,934 but 
the tri be is n ot scheduled in erstwhi l e Vindhya Pradesh re g ion 
now and as such the population of the tribe in 1961 in Rewa 
and other districts of erstwhile Vind hya Pradesh region is 
unascertainable. . , 

Population variation . of' the KaY-lars during- the last SO 
years is s h own in the statemen t b elow (recast on the basis of' 
the presen t c9nstitutiori of' the State). 

X~.i!.;r. P012ul.a t i _Q-Q 

1901 111,717 
1911 226,993 
1921 238,602 
1931 281 ... ,781 

I 1961 328,713 

D1.. f .f'§..;r§..Qg_.§. 

- .... 
113,276 
11,609 
43,179 
46,932. 

~_:Qi ff'e;cence 

99.61 · 
5.11 

l8.09 
16.69 -------------------------------------------------------------

These figures are taken from previous Censuses. In 
1941 a Dd 1951 Censuses separate fiEures for each tribe were 
not sorted out. 

- -- ----- ~ ---~~---_--------------------------- -
Note:- * ~hiS figure of 3,934 o~ Rewa has not b;;~-i~~l~d~d-

In the.t?tal of 1931 population for feasability of 
comparlslon with 1961 fi gures as the tri be is not 
sc h eduled in Rewa district as per Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes Li s ts (Modifi c ation)Orcter,l956 • 
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Sex-wise rural-urb p.tl distribution o:f di:fferent 
synonymous group of t 0e t 1' i be in 1961 Census is as below:-

Synonymous---l-- Rural- X _=~:==--=-=po~frC;'n ~====.===---= 
_ grQ!d-.:Q _____ LUrb an-.l _ __ ±.Qtgl _ __ J ___ __ Mal§. __ __ J _____ Egm\alQ ______ _ 

Ka'\var Rural 
Urban 

Kanwar Rural 
Ur b an 

Kaur Rural 
Ur_ban 

Cherwa Rural 
Urban 

Rathia Rural 
Urban 

Tanwar Rural 
'Urban 

Chattri Rural 
, .: Urban 

302.072 

2:1 
998 

23 <J 954 

196 

l0472 

149,333 

l8 
573 

12,218 

196 

825 

-_ 
152,739 

3 
425 

ll,736 

647 

-----_-_---------------------- -------------------------------
Total Rural 

Urban 

.' , ', . 

327 07"15 ' 
998 

162,590 
. 573 

l65,125 
425 _ 

------------------------------------------------------_------
Signi:ficant point in t he above tab1~ is that the total 
population -o.f Hathia: grou:p is returned as male., ; ,No :f&ma.les 
are returned from this grcup in 1951 Census. These are 
returned from Bilaspur di 2trict only~ 

Sexwise age groups of t 1-' c tribe is as below: -
Male Femal§ 

Age 0 - 14 6 2,852 60,490 
- l5 - 44 73,970 76,207 
45 + 26,283 28,801 
Age not 58 52 
stated 

<-._ ~ .. -- ... ---. -- -------
Total • • ~-,-53, 163 165,550 

- - -_ --~ -- ----- ... --

The sex ratio i.e. ~ number of females per 1 000 males 
is 1,Ol9 as a gainst t he State sex-ratio of tribes ~1,002). 
It is usually observed tha t among the tribes the sex-ratio is 
quite high arid as such t hi s needs no comments. 

• •.•• 6/~ 
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III . . 

As regards racial stoc~ of Kawars,.Hewit~ ~nd Charles 
Grant say that probably they a~e of Turanl~. orlg1.n, but> they 
seem to be distinct from Kolarlan and Drav1.dlan races. Da~ton 
ietroduced Kawar as dark, coarse featured, b~oad nosed, W1.~e 
mouthed and thick lipped race ••.......• decld~dlY ugly bu 
are taller. (Dalton Notes of a tour in the TrJ_bu~ary Mahals. 
Journal Asiatic Society', Bengal). Russell and H1.ralal are 
not de fini te about their affini ty and remark, 'It is probable 
that they belong to the Dravidian tribal fami1y' (Russell and 
Riralal, 19l6, Vol.III, p. 390). 

IV . J~a.IDil~~ .,. ... \!la.Q.,._"Ki1}Qb~ ._a.u<1 ,_Qth,§'L ._a.ualQg.Q!1§,_Qiy..i§.i.~I1§. 

Kawar family is a partrilocal one with patronymic 
designations. After marriage the irJoman goes to live with 
tbe husband and acquires husband's 'got'. They have,how9ver, 
a custom of keeping gba!:Q.a11Klg_ or ghsa.:r.i:1_gh. In case of a 
man having no sons, he invites his son-in-law to live in his 
house as a member of the family and after his death, the 
son-in-law inherits his property. T he son-in-law is also 
asked to live with the family of father-in-law having sons 
in case . he has no property or source of income, and the ' 
father-ln-law has sufficient J_and to cultivate. In such 
cases., the son-in-law is given some land to earn his liveli
hoo_j and. is separated from the family, after some time. 

_, .. _ .Joint family system which is common , in neighbouring 
Hindus, lS prevalent amongst the Kawars. Brothers, their 
familie s and the parents generally form a j oint family. 
Common ;y1.orship, a common house, ""'lith separate apartment s for 
each · rr.1arried member of the family and common property are 
the factors governing the joint family of the Kawars. The 
head of the family (senior most male member) has an absolute 
autl10rity overother members. He alone can perform the 
worship while the others simply observe and the next senior 
tries to learn the procedure of worship for use in future 
if required. 'The rig'ht of worship automatically vests on 
the next senior male member of. the family in case of the 
death of the head ,of family. 

All the members of the family hold the land in common. 
The produce goes to common granery and the resources are 
pooled. The defects of the modern Hindu societies are getting 
~a~ amongst the Kawar al~o. Everything of the family being a 
JOlnt property some marrled couples of the family have their 
own separa'te hea,rths • 

.. 
. . Kawars ob?,E:lrve ordinary Hindu rule 's of inheritance. 

Inherltance and reckoning of lineage is a.long the male line. 
After the death of father, property is divided equally among 
the son~. The eldest SOD, however, gets something over and 
above hlS own share, 1f.rhich is generally worth one anna in a 
rupee as they put it. In other words 1/16th share of the 
pro perty is first kept aside and the remaining is divided 

' .. 
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equally among all the claimants. This 1/16th share is then 
g iven to the eldest son in addition to his o~n share. This 
is known as ~i~ay_.g.ti or .i:ithgi and is given to him in lieu 
of his services required for bringing up the younger ones 
and looking after the family affairs. Married or unmarried 
daughters have no share in the father's property. In the 
past, there was, however, no system of division of family 
property during the life time of the father and ~ son 
claiming partition was only given a pair of bullocks ~or 
agricultural operations. He was allowed to work on a common 
field and given a share in produce. This practice is not in 
vogue now. If one or more claimants ask for a diVision, the 
property is divided equally among the sons and the father. 
The father may live with the remaining sons but after his 
death, his share is equally divided among all the son~. The 
expenditure on his last rites are, however 1 deducted from 
his share and given to the persons who perl·orm the last 
rites. In case the mother survives the father, the share 
remains with the son who looks after her. It is only after 
her death that this share is divided equally among all the . 
sons. Deductions of the expenditure on the last rites of 
mother are, however, made before the division. 

Adoption is prevalent among the Kawars and the 
adopted son has full right s of inheritance. After the 
division, the right of ~erformance of worships automatically 
vests in the head of each individual family as each such 
family constructs his own house separat~ly and keeps the 
de it i e s in it. 

The tribe is divided into 8 endogamous sub-divisions 
which are T anwar, Paikhara, Kamalbansi, Dudh- kawar, Rathia, 
Ratuia, Cherwa and Chanti. 

The zamindar ~ group of ihe trib~ call themselves as 
Tanwar. Practically :the "I.>lhole of this group is confined to 
the Bilaspur distri·ct. They dissociate themsel'ves f'rom the 
name Kawar or Kanwar. They have attempted social elevation 
by using sacred-thread, prohibiting widow-marriage and 
restricting the eating of fowls and drinking of' liquor. 
This group is also known, as Umrao. The Kawars of Surguja 

!district call this group as Badg.l ... ~. As early as, 1.8,68, 
Chisholm has written about them, "it is an emihent we·akness 
among the heads. of' all aboriginal·races, when they come to 
occupy a good posi tion and are powerful, that owing to the 
crafty teaching of the brahmins, they soon become fired with 
an ambition to link their lineage with the great military 
caste of the Bindoos. So it is that the upper crust among 
the Kuwurs would fain pass as Rajpoots, and having imbibed 
all the sacredness which is supposed to attend an assumption 
of the thread wbrn by the twice-born, they call themselves, 
ItTuwurs " ''"Baj-kuwars,'' "Kuwar-bunsees" and soforth U • 

(ChiShoim
i 

1869, p. 54). He states further, . "Those who are 
now socia ly elevated, will not recognise the poorer and 
wilder portions o:f the tribe as brother caste-man at all. n 

(Chisholm, . ~B69, p. 55). Russell and Hirala~ states, -

..... 8/-
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"The Tanwar group, also known as Umrao, is that to which the 
zamindars belong and they now c: laim to be Tamora Rajputs, 
and wear the sacred-thread .•.••••• but they have not induced 
Brahmins to take water from them or Rajpoots to accept their 
daughters in marriage. n (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, 
p. 390). There is, however, a case of receivlng a daughter 
of' a Rajput by one Kanwar chief. Gharls Grant states, -
'~hey have always made a claim, though in half hearted way, 
to be considered as Rajputs connecte d with the Tuar tribe 
of t0e North-West, and their claim has certainly been 
recogni sed in one instance, as the fj r s t Kanwar Chie f of 
Narra received his estate as a dowry with the daughter of 
the Rajput Chief of Khariar." (Charles Grant, 1870,p.4l3-414). 

The Paikharas, the biggest sub-division of the tribe 
who comprise of three-fourth of the total population of the 
tribe derive their name from the ;,vord ..ng,ik meaning :foot
soldiers (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 390) .. and 
formerly these were employed as the mercanaries by the 
P aihaibansi chiefs of Ratanpur in the Bilaspur district. ' 
They still worship a two-edged sword known as Jhagra-khand 
or 'the sword of strike' on the day of the Dashera festival. 

The Kamalbansi or the descendents of the 'Lotus' are 
considei-ed to be the · oldest division of the tribe as ':)&_gmg1,f 
(lotus) is· considered as 'root of all things on account of 
t 'he belief 'that Brahmg, the creator of the Universe was 
himself born from this flower. In ,Bilaspur distric!, the 
Kamalban s i a re considered in rank next to·the Tanwa rs. 

Colonel Dalton states, t h e term 'Dudh' or milk Kawar 
has the significance of ' Cream · of the Kawars' and has 
considered this sub-division to be the highest .. (Dalton, 1872). 

The Rathias are a teritorial group being immigrants 
fromRath~ a wild tract of Raigarh district. The total 
population of the Kawars returning themselves as Rathias in 
tJ:,e 1.961 Census is 196, all of whom are males. 

Th e Rauties are in all probabili ty of mixed origin 
born of Kawar fathers and Rawat CAhir) mothers. Even now 
Rawat g irls , are taken into tribal fold and the children born 
of them become legitimate inembers of the tribe. 

J-' h e Gherwas are again a hybrid group of' Kawars , born 
from the union of Kawar girls with members of the Chero 
tribe of Chhota Nagpur. -

The Chanti group is named after ant and the sub
division is considered to rank lowest in the hierarchy of 
the tribe. 

Of th~ 8 groups named above, it is only the members 
of the Chc:ntl, Cherwa and Hautia group who rear pigs 'and 
d ue to thls are possibly considered lowest in the tribe • 

••.. 9/-
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These endogamous groups described above are further 
sub-divided into a number of exogamous septs (gats), which 
are generally totemistic in nature. The term used by the 
Paikhara Kawars of Surguja district is goti. In the 
settlement RePort Chisholm, has given the names of 20 'Gots' 
though he writes that there were more than hundred such gotes. 
The exogamous septs or .Eots, mentioned by Chisholm are given 
below:-

Narn§_._Qf gote 

Dooth Kaura 
Dhungurh 
Tillasee or Tuwar 
Sandil or Sur~aya 
Koour 
Kothee 
Korvlar 
Munkhia 
Sonwanee 
Bugwa 

.. , Durpun 
Chowur 
Moorhee 
Manj ae 
Tatn. 
Ghoosoo 
Pykra 
Chote 
Thasra 
Ruthia 

Chisholm includes some of the endogamous groups also 
as ~ot~ e.g., Tuwur, Pykra and Ruthia. These, as stated 
earlier, are endogamous froups and not gotes. Some 117 spat 
names are mentioned to have been recorded by Russell and 
Hiralal who considered that there were many more than these. 
A list of selected names given by Russell and Firalal 
(Vol. 111,- p. 392) is as below:-

• • • 
• • • 
• • 0 

• • • · . . · . . · .. 
• • • · . . 
• • • 
• •• 
• • • 
• • 0 · . . · . . 
• • • 

Born from an egg 
Tiger 
Scorpion 
Cat 
Goat 
Moon 
A whisk 
Leopard 
A well 
A sweet-scented flower 
A pounding-lever 
A mirror 
A dung insect 
A wolf 
Grinding mill 
A store house 
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• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • · .. ~ 
• • • 
• • • 
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A leaf umbrella 
A ,,,,ild dog 
Maternal uncle 
The deity 

• A pocket of salt 
Vermillion 
A parrot 
Oily 
Pressed in sugarcane press 

The exogamous septs of Paikhara Kawars of Surguja 
district are:-

:(2S1g_hni 
Bhan.i9,:r..9 
Bat.. lc..llQ1: 
B§.QJ1el 
B b .aj,Jl§.a 
}2i9.hhi 
BilYm 
Bok.~ 
Gr. alsk a 
;QhQ.:b.Qs 
H'dpdr§, 
~h~ 
Kainth 
Kor""iY"8: 
."t"fahg,yir 
Mitova 
Mu.ngef 
RanKfMlk@ 

S :1.r.:ill..1ll: 
S:tkta 

· . . · . . · . . 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • · . . 
• • • · . . · . . 
• • • · . . 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• • • 
• • • · . . 
• • • 
• • • 

Tigres's 
Wanderer of the forest 
Oxen thief 
A bird 
Buffalo 
Scorpion 
Cat 
Goat 
Wheel 
steam of a water-p~ant 
Wolf 
Basket 
Man wi th ink-pot and pen 
A sept of Rathia 
The deity 
Not known 
Goral 
One "'Tho runs away from 
the battle 
Not known 
Fox 

In '. the ' Paikhara sub-division, an image of the totem 
is made by the bridegroom at the time of marriage and this 
is shown to the family of the bride. This image is made of 
flour and baked in oil. The meaning of this custom is 
possibly to represent his pedigFee and to prove his 
legitimacy. The bride similarly prepares an image of the 
totem plant or animal of the father's family and shows it 
to the bridegroom and the members of his party. In this 
regard they relate a story. nOnce there lived a couple 
who had a son and a cat. The cat was as dear to them as 
their son. The cat used to remain always with one or the 
other family member. They arranged the marriage of their 
son and erected a ma,Q.}!ill. for marriage ceremonies. During 
the rituals of marriage this cat remained be 1o,,", the m~Q.w.g 
despite repeated efforts to remove it from there • . It used 
to follow either the groom or the parents. Being tired of 
t~is, they put a basket over it so that it could not move. 
Slnce then there is a custom of making an image of a cat 
at the time of' any marriage of any person of :eilwa EOt. and 
keE ping it in madwa." It may possibly be that from that 

••••• 11/-
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time this family may have acquired Bilw~ got and this 
custom is still prevalent in the families of Bilws ~. 
Apart from this no other worship of the totem plant or 
animal is performed in Kawars. In some cases new ~ot 
names have been formed by a conjunction of the names of 
others such as Bagh-Daharia, Gauria-Sonwani and so on. 
these septs are exogamous. 

two 
All 

V. _DN.ellin_g_, Dre s .4 , FQQc;L,.~~namSU1t s_a.n_Q._Qt_b§=L_Ma_te;t:ial 
objects:-

~lling~ 

The villages in which Kawars reside are now mostly 
multi-ethnic villages. These villages are generally 
situated on plains. The settlement pattern is linear. When 
the Kawars live with other castes and tribes, separate 
cluster of Kawar houses is usually seen, though this is not 
always the case. The Kawars do not however, allow in any 
case, the Chamars or Oraons to settie in their neighbourhood, 
because both these cOTllilluni ties are considered lOv-Jer in 
social and economic status by Kawarso 

About the dwellings of Kawars, Dalton writes, "I have 
always found them a well-to-do, clean, industrious people, 
living in comfortable, carefully constructed and healthily
kept houses and well-dressedo 7he houses are built like 
bungalows with verandahs, and there is one to each married 
member of the family, and they are placed to f'orm a court- n 
yard of f'amily a:Jart,men"'i:. s which is kept scrupulously clean. 
(Dalton, l372, po 136). 

The hcuse ~ are illo r e or less of the s~ne pattern with 
a court-yard in t he centre surroD_need by t li ree or fc.:ur rooms 
as observed by Dalton. ~he houses are rectangular in shape 
but there is no particular design for K8eping ~he frontage 
of the house in any particular direction. And this is not 
.possible also as the most common practice is to keep the 
front door on the lane O~ street on which the house is 
situated. T he' room of Gods' and kitchen ai'e usually kept 
side by s :'i... de j_nside the house and the door of r reom of' Gods' 
invariably faces north. The explanation for keeping the 
doors of this room to north is only that ·the sacred river 
the Gange s flo'."J3. in north and the south is . regarded as 
in-auspicious. This room of the God is constructed first 
which is always a bigger one and only after that the kitchen 
and other rooms are constructed. There is no reservation of 
any particular reom for menstrating women of the household 
in Rajpur and Parsa villages of Ambikapur tahsil of Surguja 
district. One Chief of' Kal.·Jar Panchavat also inf'ormed that 
no room is reserv ed for such occasio~s. They may live in 
any verandah dU::::'ing -che period b-_lt ·the entry into the 'room 
of Gods' and kitchen is strictly prohibited. The entry 
into these is elsa restricted to the members of the house
hold and even the married daughter can not enter these rooms. 
Garbage is also strictly prohibited to be kept in the 
f room of' Gods. l 

• • •• • 12/-
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The produce is stored by constructing a kothi in 
~ he 'room of Gods' which is the biggest room in the house. 

A portion of a verandah is used for keeping water 
vesse1s and is used as bathroom a1so. There is no planned 
drainage in these houses. Only a passage :in a wall is made 
to pass the water to the bari which is a common feature 
behind the Kawar house. A mud wall is generally stretched 
along the bari to prevent the distruction of the produce 
from cattle. Qhenki is another special feature , inside a 
Kawar house. It is always fixed somewhere in the verandah. 
Cattle are kept in a shed constructed just close to the 
front-door so that they may go out and come back without 
any disturbance to the family. As in any other village of 
the region, latrines are also not provided in Kawar houses. ' 
Both males and females go to the nearby fields for 
defecation. The fields thus serve as public latrines. 
Children use the bari or the open space behind the house. 
Women generally take water with them while going to ease 
themselves but the men go to the tanks or nearby nala. 

Wells have platforms surrounding them. People take 
bath at these wells and also wash their clothes beating 
them on the platform allowing the dirty water to flow back 
into it. Twi~gs and leaves from surrounding trees also 
~all into the well, which is never cleaned though the 
twigs and leaves decay into it. Disin~ectants such as 
potassium permanganate or calcium are not used to clean 
the water o~ the wells, with the result that mosquitoes 
and other germs flourish in and around the wells. The 
water is never filtered when used for drinking and 
cooking purposes. The source of water both for drinking 
and other uses is a well. The water of nearby nala or 
river is also used for these purposes. Windows and 
ventilators also do not find any place in any Kawar 
h o uses which is generally the practice all throughout 
the region. 

The walls are usually made of mud in which husk 
o f KQdon is mixed to impart it s ome c onsistency and 
plastered by black clay. In the absence of Kodon husk 
paddy ~us~ ~s a~so use<:1 though not popular, and is said 
t o be InferIor In qualIty t o Kodon husk. The rafters and 
?eams are usually of Harra (Terminalis chebula) wood and 
Inter-WQve.n with bamboo split s. Door pane s are also made 
o ~ Harra wood. Tiles made locally are used for ~o0:fing. 

Be:fore constructing a house, it is invariably 
,;;b~erved whet~er the plct is haunted by any spirit or not. 
Lh~s obserVatIon is done by one o f the following methods:-

1. On the ~elected p10t and particularly at the place 
where the room o f Gods is to be constructed an axe is 
struclc in the evening. The next mo rning it' is seen ' 
whether the axe is in the same positi on o r not. If the 
P ? sition of the axe is disturbed in any way the plot 
wlll n o t be used for c onstruction o f the hoJse • 
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2. A small pit is dug on the selected plot and water 
is filled in it. The movement o f water in that pit is 
watched. If it moves clo ckwise, the plot is supposed t o 
be auspici o us otherwise it is aband oned. 

No other ceremony is perf ormed before the c onst
ructi on of the house. The house is always constructed in 
off-seasen i.e. April-May and almost the wrolB work 
pertaining t o c onstructi on is done by the family members. 
Assistance fr 0m the c o -tribal families is, however~ 
entertained. The labourers are not engaged. Even the 
work OI~ a carpenter is done by people themsel vas. 

Fift~, seventh and ninth of the month according to 
Hindu Calendar are supp o sed to be auspicious dates for 
entering int o a new house. On this day the services of a 
Br a hmin are n ot requisiti oned. The head of the family 
performs the .l'uja. The expenditure o f this "Q,uja varies 
according to the resources of the family. It ranges from 
only dtup, jaggery and a coconut to the sacrifice of a 
go~t. If a g o at is sacrified at this cere~ony, it will 
invariably be white o r red in c olour. For this colour 
specification they have n o explanation. The _prasad of 
~~is puja is, however, distributed among the people of 
-ene SE.me sep"t. 

Dres..£_ 

Russell and Hiralal remark, "The dress of the 
Ka""' .. ."ars presents no special features calling for remark. II 

(Russell rund Hiralal ? 1916, Vol.III, p. 401).R~ K.Deshpande 
has the f o llowing t o say on the=~r dl"ess, ;fThe ac.ult ~en 
wear dhoti c overing the body from tLa w3.is-t to about t~G 
kneE? s. They do n o t generally expose the buttooks. The 
ad'-ll t 'VJ.:J :men wear saree s like Uraon women with the diff
erenCG t~~t the p orti on of cloth tied round the waist is 
n~t dispropor~ionately small. The married WCffisn gunerally 
Co':.r~r -t:h8i r head while the unmarried y O llll.g gil"ls koep 
tb8i:L" heads bare t1 (Deshpande, Tribes of Ind ia, 19GO·, 
p. 113)~ There is nothing wo rth remarking about the 
dross :J 1' males and they put on the same dress· as is common 
in t.hs ar{:;a. The WOill€n have taken to wearing blouse known 
as .ihu.la and bandi. At the time of marriage, the dress 
o f a bridegroom c onsists o f a dhoti, rur~~~ and white jama. 
He 8.13 0 ,>!eaTS new sho e s. A head gear termed loc ally as 
mo ur is al s o used. Yellow lUZd.a (6 yards sari), a blouse 
of any c o l our and a patmouri head gear) are the require
ment s for a brid e. She does not wear shoes at this 
occasi on. lvlour and 12atp1ouri are prepared from chin.d 
le ave s and the mal -i prepares them. The cost o f the-se 
varies accoToing t o the paying capacity of' the purcha.3er • 
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.~ " .C:".Ar sene::cally costs from Rs~l.OO to Rs.5.00 and .llatmouri 
~'l or.: ~:.: .O. 5 0 and Rs.2.00. Clean clothes are worn at the 
OC C2_ 3 i(_' ~l. of' any .12uj a. There is nothing particular in the 
drnss o ~ ~ priest. 

"Women wear pewter ornaments on the feet and silver 
0r pe"lt8r :,_.ings on the neck. They decorate the ears with 
s:1_lv 3 r pen=la ~:'l'l::;s, but as a rule do not wear nose-rings. It 
(HusseJ..]_ arJ.d Hiralal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 401). Ornaments 

vIC rD. by the f.:J_males in the ears are known as tarki and 
\:b iD"Ii-Ta . H2_J_~\2. <2Dd hansli are the ornament s of the neck. 
:L~~-_.L.8=a_ :i_~ a' ~::l~· cl{:lace of silver imitation rupees beaded in a 
Th~ead and s~metimes actual rupees are also used. In the 
T:'_: j _d..:3_le ~:f ';_~his r~8 ~1;::12_c6, a heart-shaped piece of: silver- is 
p'J.t" 3.2:t_elli:i_;:; just E'. variaYl t of halka. and in this four
ar1.1laS (25 pals '9 ) c oi::.. s are used in plac e of rupee s. 
J:::_:;ill§.l_i. :"'s t:.te s c lid ring of silver worn round the neck. 
(:rna' nc;~ t s cd::' -tho wrist are the choora and ainthi and those 
of' -c _']_{_] legs are 1:.;?/::FJ. 8Dd chutki. A kanta of' brass or gold 
(an .::n'.nament, in. the f'orm of a pin) is worn in nose. The 
1..::.se ,,:; f n ·~s~-ring is still pr a hi bi ted but they have no 
reas C'n to ? .. ~c ount f or this. Small gold rings are W0rn by 
mGJ.l. --;.-J i -r:n. b8tt.er means. 

T2~t-'-::;c ; cing is c onsidered to be an important piece of 
C':l.~n~~ent Ol !. -;:_;he female body, and it is believed that a 
-wom&"1. ':J('ul (~ not 1:)e 8 .l''..-Citled t o go to heaven 1..U'11ess she gets 
he,:'sGl±' ta.-(;·cooer.:.1 just after marriage. It is also said that 
-~be s(; &::::,c c,Y'l ly ornaments which go with the body after the 
d e ath 3~ t~e expenditure once incurred over the tattooing 
c-=:n.,n C) t 'be ::c ':;'~Guped by sale or mortgage as in the case of 
o--i-::;hcr crna:::J.drts o f' any metal. And also after death the 
t c:.tt:CC,:__':'1.3 :Il.,1..:L'ks cannot be taken out from the body and as 
such t:c.ey ~ · .~;_vTay s g o ... ,;i th the body of the female. Unmarried 
e;irls also ~,o i::; themselves tattooed but the de signs for 
tl }er:-. a:::e (~:::'_::::>·81"ent. They get the tattooing done only on 
t ;/:;_9 =~ 3~ ,-.__' \,Thi8h is kncwn as tipa. Harried women get 
t~~m .:? lv~s, ::" C',tto03 ',-1 on ,the arms, neck and legs. Russell 
8.J."lC~ H..Lr -3. J..a . .L ! s r ·._:n::-la::.. .. k, 1.1-:o men are tattooed on the breast 
w: _ ~>. a r:i_gu~(·8 or Krishna, It (Russell and Hiralal, 1916 
1/( 1. III:; ~::-- .- 4.:0l) is n o t found to be in vogue now. ' . 
C 'Jmr.:,C,1.tl c:es:l. t_':.I."ls ?'"1€ -thc)se o f fl o wers leaves and some 

• • ' 1 , 

gooD.e-l; r2.~a_L :!': r) rms; La:ne is usually not got tatto o ed. 

Tattooin.g is got d8ne from the pro fessional tattooers 
~-il--:~') v:l.s i t -sr:.e "'Tillages and halt there. These professiona1 
-C~1.l::;to~e.:...'s c.sscrt thomsel_ves as belonging to the Badi caste 
b~t ~ra ir sll p robability members of the Dewar caste. The 
\,·;-"":':\ea ~mc)n g t~"" 8r1 perform the operations of tatto o ing • 

• • . • 15/-



- 15 -

The charges vary accardi.ri g to the labo1}.r involved ip. 
tatto9ing. ~.l.OO is, however, invariably the charges 
:for tattooing -a tipa on the :face 01" a unmarried girl. 

Hair .cutting o:f both ·children and grc'\Aj-n ups is 
done by the.persons a.f barber caste on payment o f' charges. 
These · charges are paid annualJ_y @ f5 t.amb1 (10 seers) per 
adult me..le and 2 ~mbi (4 se-ers) per chi1.d. TYle charges 
cover hfi.ir-cutting and shaving b o th. 

FQod an.d d:r:in~ 

Rice is the staple ~ood of the tribe and at least 
three preparations are made out of it) viz., bhat (riee 
cooked in the c rd inary ,.,ray) ~ (gruel) and basi (cooked 
rice s o akec in water and alloweo t o remain ~or the night 
and eaten o n the next d ay) KQdon and inferior mil~ets ~re 
also eaten ~Jy the tribt;.j " Pulses and 'vegetablE> s a~e eaten 
on1y c c c asi c nally. The p0 0 rer section also eats t~ot.vers 
c; f the Sal tree mixed with mahua. .§..al is locally known 
as ~hua~ In ord8r t 2 remove their b~tterne5S In taste 
these flo~ers are required t o be b o11ed 3 to 5 times~ 
ArtGr 6ach bo~l1ng operat1on, th8se are washed 1n ccld 
water. During the day s ~<f scarcity, this. is the c,n1.y 1'0 ::- d 
(~; f the c o mmc,n men. 

The tribe is n on-vegeta.rian by habit and the Kaw8.rs 
eat gc)at and f o wl a..'1.d aJ_sc o ther jyngle animals that thGY 
kill. Russell axl e! Hiralal write, ''The Kawar Gat f1.e~h, 
f o wls and pc,rk, but abjures bec:r, cro coc: iles, mr nkeys and 
rep~iles. Fr0~ ~ir~s he.sel~ctsn~~e parrot, dnve, p~ge 0n, 
qua~l and part_,_ iege as f'~ t f e r f'.",,--,c . The h:ighe r sub
tribes havE; n (·;v.J given up eating pork and the Tanw8.rs . 
abstain :fro m :fowls alsC': . "(Russell anc Hiralal 1 19l6, 
Ve l.III, p. 402). Sinilar1.y Deshp811de, R.K. wrJ_tes, 
tiThe Kaw~rs are meat-eaters.. Except the Rathias, the 
other twn c]_asses (Dochari Kawar anc, Paikhara Kawar) ~() 
n c't eat pork." (Tribes o f India, 1950, p. 11.4). The 
Pai}':hara Ka'VJars o f Surguj~. c, istr~ct (\ 1'") n ot eat pc-~rk and 
als () abjure s parr ,.')t, owl anc :r ige on at these days. Heat ~) f' 
animals like dee rs and s3.mbhars &'1.d fish is als c: pre served 
a ft er cry ing it and mixing sal t. The tribe (; ::.' 6 S n ;-)t e ~t 
snake s Cj ~ any kind as s (')me cf the jungle tri be s de,. 

Use c·f liqu~; r is fairly c c mmcn in the tribe and is 
a necessary itern in all the fEstive ceremc,nies. Besid€s 
the use ::: f l :~)('al c:istillery liquo r, they pre p are rice 
liqu::-) r which is a must at the marriag~ and death ceremt)nies. 
The l c cal :r:re r8.rati on o f th6 rico liquo r is as be1 'Jw~-

In 8. big earthen pot water is put f" ; r boiling. As 
s oon [1. S this water reac h es the b '~ iling p o int, 3 .:t...ambis 
(ne ~rly 6 Kgs ,. ) c; f Y§nQ (:par b a ilee) rice is then mix8c 
in it. When the rice i s c O:jksc-:: , the p e t is taken d o wn f'r :; IYl 

' ., c/ 
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the hearth and the rice is spread over a place on the 
g r ound alreadY cleaned f o r the purpose. The roots o f 
(1) Khadhar, (2) ~unka)(3) Kumhagg (Pump~i~), (4) Tendu 
(Dios~yro st omentosa), ~5) Ber (Zizy~hus JUluba) , 
(6) Chidchida (Snake-gourd), (7) leaves o f Jack-tree, 
(8) black cumin seeds, (9) bark o f lQ.dh (Symploco 
racemo~), (10) Bansrikanda; (11) Trila Kanca ,(12)Jurbala, 
(13) Tejrai, (14) Bhojraj, ,15) Kamarladiar(16)Patalmuni, 
(17) E2talkumhada, (18) B~nmunga,(lg) ehee h o and 
(20) Jhumkakanda are reduced t o ~nwder and this powder 
is dividee int o 48 parts. All these parts n f this powder 
are then tied separately in the straw o f paddy 'VJhich are 
known as ran o g oti. These rancgcti are then spread over 
the c ooked rice. When it gets c ool, the rice along with 
these 48 rgn o gc ti is again put in the earthen pot. No 
water is nGW adc_ed in the above mixture and the mouth 
o f the rot is sealed firmly with clay. This is then 
kert f or a period of 5 or 6 day s. During thi s period 
all the rice will be fuse d and the liquid thus prepared 
is trtken out o f the pot. The remains of the above 
medicines are kept aside and the liquid is drunk with 
1.Jater. This is known as handiapeena. 

other intoxicants like bhang and gania are ~o 
in use. Bhang leaves with the seeds of cucumber, black 
peprer, aniseeds are made in t o a paste and in that 
milk and sugar are mixed and drunk. Bhang leaves are 
also some times mixed with t obacc o and smoked in 
chilam. Ganja is smoked in ch1~. Tobacco is very 
c ::::J mmonly used in smoking and the Kawars smoke it 
either in eathern pipe called chilam o r in the leaf-pipe 
called chongi. 

Equipments 

Nagar, Kurri, and Pata are the three main agricul
tural equipment s C)f the Kawars and are the same as UGo<L
in the regi on. Nagar is a ploughing implement and is 
made o f wo od available in the nearby f o rest viz., Saja 
(Termi.QJ.3.lia toment o sa) and sarai (Shere o r obusta). This 
c onsists of a long woo d shaft and a curved wo od en stru
cture. The lower end o f the curve d structure is bent 
inwRrd aY'.._d t ::) it an iron blade kno 'Vln as loha is fixed. 
The whole or the structure o f the nagar except the iron 
blade is made by the Kawars themselves. The services 
c f a carpenter are not utilized. The iron blade is, 
hcwever, a btaineG fr0m the blacksmith. Kurri is used 
f()r throwing the soil f'r om one place t o another f o r 
levelling. It is a wo c-·den implement and has a flat broad 
rorti on at one end and a l ong handle at the other. Pa~a 
is an implement used f o r breaking the clods. It is also 
used when there is excessive rains and the fields are 
no t suited for s owing. In such a case pata is used o n 
a rl d again- and the :field bec omes swampy resulting in 
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quicker evaporati on o f excess water. Tr~s consists of a 
flat wooden beam in which two long WO Odb ' poles are fixed 
c onverging at the o p po site end. Kurri anu pata are 
prepared by the Kawars themselves fr o m the wo o d available , 
in forests. Jua (Yoke) is invariably fixed in all the 
above implements. Bullocks o r buffaloes are used for 
drawing these implements • . Besides the above, kodi(shovel) , 
kudari(pik-axe) tangiCaxe) and ha.nsua (sickle) are the 
o ther agricultural i mplement s. Jhalgi (Hindil, Kawar) is 
used f o r transferring earth t o the fiel~. s and sirhi is 
used f ~r transferring the . crops from field to the 
khalih an (threshing gr ound). The carts are n o t used for 
this purpo se. The sirhi is made of bamboo wood resembling 
.a kaitlar. Bov! and arr ow are used for hunt ing and the net 
is use d f o r fishing. There is n o thing in particular as 
regards h o useho ld equipments. The articles of necessity 
viz., bucket, thali katori, glass and earthen vessels 
are rurchased fr o n: iocal market. They have no equipments 
o f their own for rec ording time and space. Bihan (befo re 
sun rise), Satdhari (after sun rise), Dopahar (Midday), 
~rdha~kna (after 4 P.M.) Sam (evening), ~ivanijun 
(7-8 P.M.), Adirat (Midnigh~ and Bhinsar (4 A.M.) are 
the terms used by the Kawars f o r some specific timings. 
Distances are expressed in term o f ~ (2 miles) while 
shor'cer distances are measured by hath (l+ feet). Grain 
is measured by tamJ2.l (2 seers). ' 

\~ . EQvironmental Sanitation, hygienic habits, 
disega,se ,s a.lJ.d treatment 

Environm~nt 8_1 s .£:\ni t a.J~i on 

T h e h o uses are kept abs o lutely neat and tidy by a 
regul a r washing of cattle-dung and clay. The women take 
great p ains in regul arly washing the inside and outside 
o f the house. The flo~ r to~ is regularly washed with 
c a~tle d ung. This practice is, h owever, not charact'eri
st l c o f this tribe only; it may be said to be a chara-
ct cr:i_ stic o f t ::.10 .c t:: : :..r G r (: ~< c ~. . T h") :i' '1rt i0.ri n:f ro nd or 
lane in fr ont o f the h ouse is also swept regularly. Nearby 
fiel d s are used for attending the call of nature and as 
such the questi on o~ disposal of night soil d oes not arise. 
Kawars being agriculturists, cattle are found in each 
househoJ_d and garbage is never thrown out but is given to 
the cattle t o e a t. 

Hygienic Habits 

KQwars both males and females take bath daily. It 
may be on a well o r nearby nala o r river. While bathing 
the.bod~ is ~ubbed and cleaned thoroughly. There is no 
hesl ~atlon a m''Jng ,-.vomen in cleaning any part o f the body 
desplte the bathing place being in o pen. The bath is 
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t2~en in open as if it is being t a ken in a clo sed bathroom . 
At times wo men t a ke bath insid e the house a lso. The use 
~ f bathing s oap is unc ommon and a black clay known as 
mnr rnisini mati (hair cleaning earth.) is used f Cl r cleaning 
the hair b o th by men and women. S ometimes, as after the 
menstruation period, the women may also cleanse their hair 
with washing s oda. A p iece o f st one o r brick is used t o 
cle an nnkles and 80]_e s o f :feet. The teeth are cleaned wi th 
the twig Cdat oun) p referably o f §Qkhua tree. This cleaning 
is d one jus t before taking a bath and not necessarily in 
the morning . The superflous hair o f arm-pit o f men are 
shav ed by -the barber. The a rm...;pits r:: f women are also 
ao s r::lut e l y clean a l \·l8.Y S. The met hod employed f o r removing 
~hes 8 h a ir is t s tak e wa rm ash ~rom the hearth and rub it 
thoroughly in the regi on a nd then extract the hair. 

The hair is c ombed with kakai lli'l.C women may help one 
3 .. tl o the :r in c o mbing. The use o f' any c o smetics is n o t pre
valent am~ng the Kawars. Generally men d o n o t ap ply o il 
:,)n their hair. 

Wash~ng soap is n o t used f o r washing the clothes. 
-'-'!ood a sh i s c OIn.c"Ylonly applied for washing the dirty 
~ l_ othG s. ?his ash is first b o iled in water and then 
the clo thes are d ipped in it. After s ometime they are 
¥ashed either at well o r in river water. Simi larly 
u-r:ensils a::::-e clean e d vIi th the ash o f paddy husk and at 
-t im'3 S -",li the J_ay • 

~awars rarely go t n an allopathic o r ayurvedic 
c1 i s pens a ry for tree.tment and depend firstly on their own 
~ndigenous medicines and herbs f o r curing o r d in a ry ailments, 
X1G secondly~ the Baiga, the medicineman is c a lle o f o r 
':; ha{l-ph.con~ ( d rive away the evil s p irit).; He _is suppo sed 
to be a n expert in rem~ving the afflicticn o f 'evil-eye'. 
SUI 0 -sh o t D3 is a t otka used for removing the effects o f 
evil .:.~ri ri ·:'_ . Two h-9.nc: ful o f rice a re kept in a winn0wing 
1'8..:.1.. The ' ~vJi .Yln owing f ;m is t aken in the left hanc and by 
t:l8 'J:ther nan~ the rice is set in motion in fr ont Gf the 
1_")e r son Supfc-; s ec to be a ffected by evil spirit. During 
the 'Hhsla p r ocess s c:ng s o f three ty pe s are sung by the 
witch do c~oro First jhatka ( a thre a t) is sung, after 
~.:;hat bankn_=k et c) d rive 2..way) is sung and the last o ne is 
a s o n g whi ch in fact is in the praise o f the evil spirit 
a n d the premises o f o ffering are made in this s ong. 
A ~ter t h e cure, the ~itch doct or is given the articles 
promi se d f o r offering~ on the place o f the spirit. 
Generally a c o c onut, vermilli on, a c o ck o r a he g oat are 
o ffered. The ~aiga also knows the use of s ome indigenous 
'neG icine s. 
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The causes of d~seases are not known to the Kawars 
and they also do not interpret the cause of" any disease 
except the cholera and small pox which are supposed to be 
caused by goddess Ka.lika Mai or as a result of the 
misceeds of the witches. 

The prescriptions for some of the common ailments 
are:-

Hurt Mil Wound 

Fever 

1. Mustard oil is rubbed; 

2. 011 of goh (lizard) ls extracted and rubbed. 
If the wound has became septic, cotton ~oaked 
in mustard oil is placed over ~he wound. thiS 
is termed locally as potni bapdhna. 

Malaria 

Known as~. This is treated by giving decoction 
of kari-jlri and root of ber tree. 

J,ntarnrl.ttent rever 

The roots 0:£ pl}:lal, sakhua and one more tree are 
extracted from some place which is clrcumumbu1ated five 
times by the pers'on affected by this :fever. After that 
these roots are boiled in water and the decoction is 
given as medicine.,. This circumumbulation is known as jar 
bandhna. . 

I 

Head-ache (Mur dbkhan) 

Motha kanda. 1s ground and the paste 1s applied. 

Ear trouble 

The juice of' the leaves of' plpal is extracted and, 
put on :rire. When it becomes hot, it is put into the ears. 

Eye-trouble 

The milk o:f ramrendi is applied to the eyes. 
f 

Skin deseases viz_, pimple, an ulcer, or abseess etc. 
~ . ." 

The liquid like gum is extracted from the stems of 
sakhua. tree in which mustard oil is mixed. This becomes 
like a paste and applied to the spot. The disease is 
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locally known as kandai ( a pimple) and rot-kandai 
(ulcer or abscess). For suppuration of the ulcer or 
abscess the excreta of rats and garlic are ground and 
mixed ,,,1 th ghee. This paste is applied. After the . . 
suppuration of the ulcer or. abscess, cotton soaked lnto 
mustard oil is placed over It. . 

yomiting 

A thread is taken out from the stem or andi tree 
and five or seven knots are tied in it. This thread is 
then tied oh the neck. 

Stomach acpe 

Ash from the hearth is taken and put on the 
umbilicus. 

LQose motions (pet-jhargays) 

Rice is prepared and cold water is poured seven 
times over it. The water is separated after that and 
salt is mixed in that rice. Only five morsels are given 
to eat to the patient and cold water is also given to 
drink immediately after taking that rice. 

D~entery (aonpet) 

The seeds o~ l~ada tree are taken out from its 
fruits and given to the patient. 

T ooth.::,ache 

The gum of sakhua is put over the tooth and 
fermented. 

Cold and Cough 

Hot water or rice is drunk and hot mustard oil is 
rubbed in the neck. 

Small ,ldox 

No treatment is given to the patient, only moving 
of a neem twig gently up and down his body so as to ease 
the itching sensation. Worship of goddess Kalika mai 
the deity of small pox is done regularly. They are' 
however, not indif'ferent towards vaccination and chiidren 
are got vaccinated. 
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Cholera 

The disease is believed to be caused by the goddess 
Kalika mai to whom offerings of a goat is made. The 
native remedy for cholera is only onion juice. They are, 
however, not averse to innoculation against cholera and 
any preventive measures taken by the Health Department are 
welcomed. 

Besides the indigenous medicines t cauterization is 
also common. A thick nail or a piece 01· iron rod is p~t 
in burning fire it is taken out when it becomes ·completely 
red. A piece of cloth soaked in butter milk is then put 
on the spot to be cauterized and then this red hot iron is 
put on the spot thrice. Sometimes a brass plate is k ept 
on the place to be cauterized and then the process is gone 
through. 

Attitude towards modern system of medicine~ 

Due to contacts with city life and Government 
officials stationed in villages, there i~ a tendency among 
the villagers as also in Kawars to consult medical p~actl
tioners but that only after native remedies and witch 
doctors have failed. A Primary Health Centre has 0Gen 
estaplished by the Government at each of the Development 
Block headquarters and the medical facilities of t!'le centre 
are often availed of by the Kawars. 

As regards family planning, they have no de~inite 
opinion. Some say children are god gift an.d :i_t is beyond 
the human power to obstruct the process. 'I'h8 opin_Lr~n of 
the other section is that in these days it i s usef~l to 
have .:;:t limited family but they abstain from the modern 
methods · of family planning. They have their own medicine 
for thi s purpose, known as .. .1algulab . (not rost;). The tuber 
of this lalgulab along wi tIl its -ste:m, ·is made to paste and 
taken with water or milk by the ladies. Thej_~ b€::'ic;f i s 
that after taking this medicine conc-eption COBS no-:·_ -'calcc 
place. 

VII. Language and L1teracy 

. IJThe tribe have lost their own language~ :':f t~ey 
ever had one 1 and now speak· a corrupt f'orm of V:hha-:tJ isgarhi 
dialect of Hlndi." (RusselT and Hiralal, 1016, ·\.,TOl- eIII, 
p. 390). In 1.961 Census, 80.97 per cent of the tries have 
returned Hindi as their mother tongue.. Chhattisgarr ... i, as 
the mother-tongue has beep returned only by 18.38 per c ent 
and Sadri by 0.59 per cent. 6,461 persons or 1.9 per cent 
of them are bilinguals. . 
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In· the 1961 Census, 32,343 or 9.8 per cent (males 
29 76l; females 2~582) have been returned as literates 
an~ the ~igures or literates o~ various groups ~or the 
tribe as a whole are given below:-

standard 

Total Literates 

(a) Literates without any 
educational standard 

(b) Primary or Junior Basic 

(c) Matriculation and above 

I Total 

32,343 

24,729 

7,546 

68 

29,761 2,582 

22,520 2,20 9 

7,174 

67 

372 

1 
----~~---~-~------~-----~--~----~~-----~---~--~~~-~-----~ 

Analysis of the figures of literacy among the 
different synonymous groups also shows that those groups 
which ascribe themselve~ a higher social s~atus show 
higher percentage of literacy a.g., among +.anwar and Kaur, 
the percentage of . literacy is abou~ 30 per dent, while 
among the Cherwa and . Kanwar which are believed ~o be at a 
lower level, the literacy is as low as 4.6 and 6.7 per 
cent respec~ive1y. 

In ·literacy however the tribe is ahead of the 
t otal Scheduled Tribes o~ ihe State and o f the rural 
p opulation o~ Surguja district except the literacy o~· 
females. It is also ahead o~ Gond living in the district 
o f Surguja in literacy_ The percentage of literacy for 
the State, Surguja district

i 
Scheduled Tribes o~ the state, 

Kawar and Gand are shown be ow:-

Region 

1 

Madhya Pradesh 12.73 43.52 21.81 56.51 3.36 28.35 

Surguja district 7.81 39.44 13.62 52.25 1.78 .23.57 

Scheduled Tribes 4.98 15.46 9.06 24.81 0.93 4.77 
0 ~ the State 

Kawar Tribe 9.79 28.56 1.8.15 43.28 1.54 8.71 

Gand Tribe 4.96 17.58 9.4 29.6 0.8 4~3 
-~------~-~---~~-~---~-~---------~----~---~--~-~-----~-~-~-

•••••• 23/-



23 -

VIII. Economic Life 

Service in the army is claimed to be the traditional 
occupation of the tribe and the Ka~lars. were, probably, 
trusted soldiers of the HaihaibansJ.. Gh~efta~ns of Ratanpur. 
The Routia section of them weave ropes and maLe sleeping 
cots though this occupation is considered to be degrading 
by other sections of Kawars. It is seen from the returns 
of the present Census that 60.6 per cent of the tribe is 
engaged in cultivation and agricultural labour (54.9 per 
cent as cultivators; 5.6 per cent as agricultural labourer). 
If the non-workers are kept out of consideration, 88.5 
per cent and 9.1 per cent of the 'workers' are engaged 
res'pectively in cultivation and agricultural labour., 
Agriculture and agricultural labour thus form the mainstay 
of Kawar economy and many of them are substantial culti
vators. 0.9 p-er cent of vlorkers in the tribe are Engaged 
in mining, quarrying, and allied activities; these repre
sent the figures for those Kawars who work in the coal 
mines of Surguja district~ Many of the Kawars have also 
entered Government service and are ~n the employment of 
the local bodies as teachers and in other subordinate posts. 
0.9 per cent of the Kawar worke~s' have returned themselves 
as engaged in 'othe~ service.' 

. As compared to the other tribes l~v~ng in the 
vicinity the Kawars have a more balanced and developed 
economy. There is nothing special in their mode 0~ 
cultivation, however, their methods of cultivation are as 
below:- . 

Prepar~tion of f~eld 

Kawars do not wai -t for any specific 'tir.:le for 
starting the preparation of their fields. As and when 
they get time from other agricultura.l operations, they add 
the soil to ',-::;heir fields so as to make them in a proper 
level. Digging of soil, is done by kodi Clnd it is t:::-ans- \ 
ferre? to the field by ihalgi. Kurri is used i'or levelling 
~he fJ..eld and the clods are broken by tha pa-ca. Ploughing 
J..s done by the naga~. 

Sowing 

Ritual connected with the sowing 

Before the actual sowing is started one day the 
cultivator gets up early in the dark hour 6f the morning 
and goes to the :field with fire in a piece of a tile some 
cotton, dhY..P-l ghee and jaggery and thG of'ferings of these 
are made at yhe field. After' the offerings a handfUl of 
paddy seeds is sown broadcast and the pats! Is set in motion 
over ~he seed sown. This is done to save the crop from evil 
eye. lhe whole process is done in a dark hour so that none 
else could see. 
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The paddy is the main crop and its sowing 
operations are o f the following types:-

l. Khurra (dry sowing) 
2. Ropa (Transplantation method)) 
3. Chopi (post germination method 

J<_hurra 

Befo re the rains set in i.e., in the month of' May, 
the dry fields are ploughed and the paddy is sown by 
broadcasting method. This is known as lhoora-bunana. 

Ropa 

One who has good field s and the other resources 
viz. labo ur, manure etc. sows their :fields. by trans
plantation method. Seedlings are prepared and after 
one or. two good showers of mansoon, the land is ploughed 
and dung manure is well mixed with soil. The germinated 
seed is then planted but the planting is never dane in a 
line. 

Choni 

Chopi is the method of sowing used by thos~ who 
could not sow their lands either by khurra or by ropa 
methods. This method is always used when the cultivator 
gets fairly late in sowing their fj_elds. The embankment 
of the field is broken at a place so that the mansoon 
water collected there may :f1ow out. The pata is then 
used on and again to make the soil of the field swampy 
so as to evaporate the excess water early. A day be~ore 
the sowing, the seed is tied in a piece of cloth and 
soddened in water so that it germinates the next day. 
The , soaked and germinated seed is then sown broadcast • . 

After the. paddy seed has germinated well and the 
p1.ant s are about a foot in height, the fields are closed 
properly and water is stored. For the proper growth of 
paddy rain showers in the month o f Octob~r are essential 
as no irrigation :facilities are available. Weeding is 
r:ot at all in practice among the Kawars. Reaping begins. 
lr:- the mo.r: th 0~ November. This is done by the family 
m€mbers wlth slckle. Those who have enough land and can 
afford engage lab our. The crop is then transferred to 
the threshing ground which is prepared invariably near 
the house in the village. This is done by sirhi. Carts 
~re not used •. T:r;.reShing is done by bullocks. Threshing 
lS known as nlsal. Small quantity of crop is however 
t~resh~d by a flat piece of wood. This is doAe by hand. 
WJ..r...nowlllg ~ s done by a winnowing :fan ( soopa) stand ing on 
the.floo r It:,el:f. Stool, as else where :for standing 
durlng the wlrillcwing operation is not iri. use • 
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Varieties of paddy 

Gogaghan (a local variety or paddy) which is grown in dan~ 
land eland witrout embankments) is much preferred. This 
is sown in 70 to 80 percent of land. The broadcast method 
o~ sowing is used and reaped by October end. The other 
variety preferred is Ka~dbanadhgg (a variety of paddy). 
This is b1ack in colour with red rice in it. This is an 
early variety of paddy and reaped within 60 to 65 days. 
Besides these other varieties including the improved 
varieties are also sown. 

12.:j._sesse~ 

Bariki and Gandhi are the two diseases of paddy 
known to the Kawars of" Surguja • . Bqnk;! affects the stem 
of the plant and make the plant dry. On-detection of the 
disease, the embankments are broken and water is a1~owed 
to ~low out of" the field. The branch of bhl1wa 
(~em1car12Us anacardium) tree is then pitched in the :rield. 
T e o~her methoa to remove the effect o~ the disease is to 
mix the dung of an elephant in the water of" the :fie1d. 
Q.?..ndhi a.ffects the :f1.owers and to remove this a plant of 
barhl is pitched in the field. 

Other crops 

A number of varieties of millets viz. m1jrj" megg, 
sarna, kodo (Easpalum scroyiculatum), roadia etc., are grown 
by the Kawars. These are sown broadcast on the light soil. 
Pulses viz., ra~la (gram), moong, ltUl.thi, arha;r (Cajanus 
Wdj_cus), urad Ph§s§o1.u§ radiatus) etc., are also grown. 
Except arhar all other Fulses are sown in Rabi crop. Arhar 
is, however, sown with kharif crops which is reaped in the 
month of' March. 

Wheat is also now sown. In vacant fields it is 
sown in the month of October. In the paddy :fields, it is, 
however, s own as soon as the pad dy is re aped i. e • , 
December and as such double crop is reaped in some of the 
:fie1ds. 

JOlm dhar1 (Maize) is grown 1n b§J:;J.. After the first 
shower of monsoon, bari is ploughed. Dung manure is mixed 
in the soil and maize is sown bro~dcast. It is reaped in 
October and mustard is sown. Those who can a.:fford dig a 
well without masonry (Indara) in the b2fie By irrigation 
from this well, vegetables such as pota 0, caul1 flower, 
onion, brinjal, cucumber etc., are grown and sold in 
roarke"t s. 
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IX. Life cycle 

Kawars are aware o f the bi.o logical basis o f' 
c onception. They realise, however, that mere sexua~
intercourse will n o t necessarily lead to a conception 
unless' there is some ancestral spirit longing t o take 
birth in the family and the blessings of' Go d should be 
there. On the o ther hand if God d oes n o t like the 
c onception to result in the birth of a child, there is 
n o p ower on earth which can check abortion. Attempts 
are, h owever, made by the Kawars to check the abortion 
by calling a witch d oct o r who perfo rms s o me j.had-phQnk 
(exorcis-io n). The normal attitude t owards marriage 
is to have a child and this shOUld be fUlfilled within 
three o r f our years after the marriage. If a woman 
d o es n o t c onceive by this time, she is supposed t o be 
sterile and is not liked. She is said t o be of' 
Kachhid eh (unripe body). She 1s given s o me magic 
treatment. It is also believed that if a barren woman 
e ats the p lacenta o r drinks a dec o ction made o f it, 
she would become fertile. 

The ces~ation o f woman's menses f o r a period o~ 
two or three month~ is a symptom o f conception. But 
this alone is not enough. The Kusrain (Midwife) is 
called to attend the expectant mo ther who diagnoses a 
wo man's pregnancy through s ome signs. The e ther 
symptom of a expected mother is that she must have 
some fever after ab out 10 days fr o m cessation o f 
menstruation. They believe that as so on as the 
p r ocess of f'ormation o f the b o dy of the child starts 
in womb, the expectant mother becomes yellowish and 
develops bad taste and loses ·appetite. She looks 
prettier. In three months' time head and in the 
fifth month b o th the hands o f the pro spective child 
are f'ormed. Life is instilled in the sixth month. 
And by this time all the ~arts o f th~ b o dy come 
into existence in the wo mb. The vomiting trouble 
and other c omplicati ons als o sto p aut omatically 
they believe. The pregnant woman is referred as 
bhari ~ (Heavy b ody). 

There are s o me restrictio ns f e r a pregnant 
woman. They are:-

1. She ts n o t all owed t o g o t o tank, river and 
f o rest as she is required t o bend there which 
may harm the child in wo mb • . 

2. She is n o t allowed t o eat kathal because it 
is believed that child in womb may have 
tho rns like the Kathal. 

3. She is n o t all owed t o eat the meat o~ hare for 
the child may have hair like a hare • 
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4. She is not allowed t o go towards the burial 
ground. as enroute the burial ground there is 
every possibility o f her being afJected by an 
evil spirit. 

Kawars d o n o t celebrate the p regnancy in any way., 
The expectant mo ther is, h owever, given t Q eat all that 
she craves for. The craving f o r a particular item to eat 
enables o thers t o read the nature o f child to be born. 
For example, if she craves f o r milk, curd and dry fruits, 
the child will be f o rtunate one and p o ssess noble chara
cter and on the other hand if she demands meat or fish, it 
is said that the child will be rather unfortunate and 
cruel. by nature. 

Foretelling o~ sex o f chilo in wo~ 

Kawars feel tha t the sex 0 1' the child in the -womb 
can be mo re o r less accurately predicted by experienced 
pers ons and by observation Df the activities o f the 
p regnant woman. These observances are as below:-

1~ If she puts more weight on her right foot, 
the child would be a male one. 

2. In case of a male child, the waist of the 
pregnant woman bec omes "thin •. 

3. She will feel very uneasy and always tired if' 
there is a male child in her womb. 

They also predict the sex of a unborn child by 
tearing a stem mo tha kanda. If the part o f stem so torn 
is thick on the right Side, the male issue is predicted 
and if this thick part is "towards the left side, a female 
child is expected. -

No roo m in the h ouse is reserved for deliveries 
which g enerally take p lace in one o f the ro oms or 
verandahs. The verand a h is, h owever, c o vered by putting 
curtains o f tat-n atti. Usually a Chamar o r Ghasia woman 
works as the Kusrain (midwife). The delivery takes place 
in a sitting posture and n o t in the recumbent one. "The 
umbilical cord is cut by the midwife, if the parents wish 
the b o y t o bec ome elo quent she buries it in the village 
Council place; if they wish him t o be a good tra~er, in 
the market; if they desire him t o be p ious, before some 
shrine; in the case o f a girl, the c o rd is ~sually buried 
in a dung-heap which is reg a r d ed as an emblem of -£ertility." 

. (Russ e ll and Hiralal
i 

1.916, Vo l.III, p. 396). The descri
ption given by Russe 1 ane Hiralal 1S n o t observed by the 
tribe n ow. The umbilical c ord is cut by an iron blade viz., 
knife, sickle etc. without a piece of wo od attached to it, 
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o therwise this implement is p o lluted. the umbilical cord 
qnd placenta are invariably buried in the same room where 
d elivery h as taken place and ~ire is burnt on the place 
~or six days. It is very care~ul1y watobed, that the 
p lacenta is n o t taken away by the Kusrain (mid-wife) •. The 
midwi~e gets 6 seers o ~ rice as remuneration :for cutt~ng 
umblical cord and assisting the woman in delivery. 

If the de1ivery is delayed, the roots of tamarind 
tree which has not given fruits, are extracted and tied 
wi th hair ,) ~ pregnant w o man. I"t is believed that this 
relieves th€ woman t o S0me extent from pains and makes 
the delive ry easy. The r oots o~ chidchidi are also used 
f o r this ~urpose. A fishing net is hung outside the door 
o f the delivery. The evil sp~rits attracted towards the 
d elivery ro o m are believed t o get entangled in the 
fishing net. 

Immediately a~ter delivery, the mo ther is giv-en a 
decoction of some herbs and ro ots and next two days she 
is given a dec o ction o~ ajwain - piper and haldi only. 
The birth p o llution lasts ~or five days that is till the 
chatti ceremony. Chhatti ceremo ny is per~ormed on the 
~ifth.da.y (though Chhatti expectly means sixth). On this 
day, the heads of the child and father are shaved by the 
barber for which he gets two annas in case o f a girl and 
f our annas in case of a boy. The clothes of the mother 
and child are washed by the dho bi. who gets one rupee 
ir~espective of the sex of the child. Kusrain attends 
the woman and the child f or all these five days. She 
massages o il and performs other services such as washing 
c f clothes, sweeping of the roo m etc. For all this she 
g ets 3 tambi (6 seers) rice and one rupee in cash. 

On Chhatt1 day the child is taken out, placed 
over a winnowing-~an in which s o me paddy is kept and 
c o vered with a piece of new cloth. Till this day the 
father is not allowed to see the child. A Brahmin 
Pandit is n ow invited and consulted on t -he auspicious
ness o r otherwise of the stars. In all such cases all 
male members o f the household are pro hibited ~rom 
s ee ing tho child till the pandit declares his verdit. 

After barhi (twelfth day) the wo man is allowed 
t o c ook the fo o d. She may, h o wever p erfo rm all the 
h o useho ld duties except touching wate r and cooked rice 
a fter chhatti. -----
. Naming ceremony takes r lace in the fifth month 
In. cas e o ~ a b o y and in the f ourth month _in case o f a 
g ~rl. On t h is cay lip s o f - the child are t ouched with 
rlce and milk. This is called annaprasan. Russell and 
Hiral~l say in this regarc s, "Fi ve mo nths af'ter birth 
the l:t p :;> o f' the child are t ouched with rice - and milk 
~d it lS .r;amed." (Russe~l and Hiralal, 1916, Vo l.III • 
.1;-- .396) • . Thls annaprasan ~s invariably done by the sj.an 
( o l d man o r wo man) o f the househo ld. If there is n one 
in the family, a neighbour is called. 
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"When twins are b o rn a metal vessel is brokeJl. 
t o severe the connectio n between them, as it is b e l ieve d 
that otherwise they must die at the same time" U (Russ ell 
and Hiralal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 397-398)~. _This is n o,,]' _ n o t 
observed by the Kawars. - To avert the lll-lucl-c cau~eG by 
a birth o f a boy after three g~rls o r - ~ girl aft e r t hree 
b o ys, o il and salt is throw,p. _away and the mother g i ve s 
one of her bangles t o the midwife. This child i~ ~ ~ 8:Z~L rr ed 
t o as titura (bo y) and tituri (girl). 

N o special protection and care o f the (;h~i_l{__~_ is 
taken. The child is, p o wever, pro tected from exr o::__~ ~J :L ., 

Children are rarely beaten in Ghhattisgarh and a rr. cDi-S tl-;0 
Kawars also the same h o lds good. Male child is g e nG r al ly 
preferred as he will be an addi ti on to the wCJ rk =~_n g :.L~c :;::-c e 
of the :family in agricultural operati ons, whi le -cr.:' t_ ir ~L 
will leave the parents' h o use after marri 3.ge. r_Ch-:"s ~'L S 
a]-s o due to the low briDe price CRs.201- only) p r e --.ra::,_lin g 
amnng the tribe. Kawars are not generally a,..r a re D-S_~ -:-. h '3 
family planning. They d o n o t think in terms o f a -;.aI ' t l 
cular number o f children as in their opinion it i s t h e 
blessing _of God to have children and their nu~nber c ann':Yc 
be fixed by mortal beings. The segregati o n cf sex ~s 
observed at the age 7 or 8 years when the g ir l s t n r ts 
wearing dhoti and bandi. 

Pre-mari tial mixing among the Kawars is alj_C' ~flPd 
to the extent that a y o ung girl can talk 1/ti-::h the :J ·:_-)Y·-3 
o :f her age. But pre-mari tial _ sex-relation s a re st :-< L c~ t. ::,_y 
prohibited. Though there is strict segregatj_on o f 3 {')];;:C S , 

they can always develop personal likes and i.nt irr:c>.(". j (){J -J "": 
meeting t o gether in markets, jungles and otheL'" p::LC;.~ 8::, 
This may also result in pre-mari tial sex-r'3::' r:,~:: i0n ;_ .-;_ ;- ~ :, : ~. f
the couple belongs to the same sUb-divt sio .:l -:; }i::';;- .' J- ':_ ' ~i__ ':l+;~ __ ':::- ~-~ -~ 
ship may result into marriage also. In o thG _::' ca3E~ s t t =_s 
tried to get the matter hushed up and t~he IDClrI'iag e i ,; 
arranged. The informant was asked as t o ho~ t h e n r G
mari,tial sex relati ons develop when the child ma:::-'r:::_ ;<"=,,0S 
are preferred in the tribe and the bridE:.1s s t: .~ .. :::: t ~ _:_'.I-- ~ _::- -: g 
with their husbands as so on as t h ey r e a c h 'i;he ::":. ' _j_(", ,:, ', ,_ Ve[":;. ;:· 
o f ag e • Hi s re p ly can ve ry we 11 be 8Xp J_ A, :;_n c cl ~L.::." :: _"_>.} ' j,J '. '; I ',l S 
of Dr.Majumdar, "Wi th a wife and childre n at !-~n :!"1e .. ;:-:-:- -Lcl1re 
and protect who m is the husband's pr:.vilege 3.!_"ld ':1-~' r. y ') l l_E; 

o ften loves ano ther wo man, o r rather exhibit s i" cG-Lj_ _r:,;~ ::; f) :f 
lust t o wards her, a nd the wife "t;,lho by the t ende::>est bc·nc:s 
of nature should be devo ted t o her husbanc. and c1: i J_ d ';' en 
might o :ffer herself t o ano ther man. I:r ma r r :t_d d : ~1 8 !, c:I'.10 

w?men behave s o it is n e t strange that unma::-'ri e d "",) cys 2f::(l 
g~rls step int o the same pitfalls throwing aside t he 
af:fecti on o f fathers and mo thers, and the allegiance t hey 
owe to them, and allo wing their homes the nest s i n "t \-hich 
they were nurtUred -- t o be filled with unha ppines :::, by 
their Wilful, want o n ways of living; n (Majumdar, l (').:58, 
p. 231.). 
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. Kawars Bay that a g~rl is usually married before 
she attalns puberty ·i.e., before the age of 12 years. 
The statement appears to be correct as they say that the 
marriage o:f a girl. whose menses have star~ed before 
marriage is hot referred to b~haY but it 1S referred to 
nibah aithoUgh all the ceremonies of a marriage are 
~6rfo;med in nibah. This first menstruatioh is termed as 
Rhat utarna and the marriage after ghat utarna is not 
prElferred. But prevalence of child marriage does not get 
support from the statistics of 1961 Census. Th~s may 
probably be due to instructi·ons for not tablalating the 
marriage between the age 0-9 and all were recorded as 
"Never married. t1 Only 7.15 per cent of females in the 
age-group 0-14 are married in the tribe while the percentage 
of married females in tho age-group 15-44 is 88.88. They 
are aware of the Sharda Act and this may be the reason for 
less returns of married females in the age-group of 0-14. 
A boy is married at the age of 16 years when he is supposed 
t o handle a nagar. The percentage of married males in the 
age-group 0-14 as per 1961 Census statistics is 3.6 only. · 
The accuracy of the stat€ment o f Kawars about the age at 
marriage of a boy canno t be explained further · as there are 
n o such statistics pertaining t o marit~al status of 0-16 
age-grcup. 

Mar~iages ar8 restricted tG each sub-division of
the tribe and a marriage within the sarno gotra is prohi
bited. Cross-~ousih Warriages are preferred. The 
marriage with mother's sister's daughter is nnt allowed. 
Widow re-marriage is prevalent except in Tanwar sub-tribe 
wh o think themselves ():f superi o r s ocial status. Consan
Guineous marriages arc looked upon and junior levirate 
~d junior sororate is a common practice, except in Tanwar 
sub-division. A man is allowed t o have more than one 
wife at a time but this practice is limited t o zamindars, 
Tanwar sub-civision and pers ons o f go o d resol1rces. 

As in the case 8 f other tribes in the~e areas, it 
is the girl who is s ought after f o r marriage and marriage 
neg o tiations start fr o m the b~yfs side. Hav~ng selected 
a bride f or his son, the b oy's father ~encts s o ms ~riendS 
t ~:.: her village and 'they address a friend of the g:Lrl f s 
family saying, nSc-and"":;s c ·(giving tus nams and village) 
would like to have a cup o f' J2Q.1 (boiled rice-water) :from 
you; what do y e u say,? The pro p o sal is c ommunicated to 
the girl's family and if they approve o f it, th~y 
c '-·) mm~nce preparing the rice-water which is partaken by the 
par~les and their fri'ends. If' the br~de' s reo ple d o not 
bGgln.co cking the D 6 j

i 
it is understo o d that the pro p o sal 

2.:;s . re~, ecte~. u . (r:USS6~ a..r:d Hiralal, 1916 ~ Vol.III, p.393) • 
.L h~S l;.-o?ecu~~ 1S stlll In v o gue.. S 0 met1mes the perso ns 
f'r ·;m b ....... ·y S Slc, e say, nWe have pierced a sti·ck in your 
r o o f; where is it g 8ne?~t This is an indicati r;·n o f 
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demanding a girl o f the family in marriage. If persons 
from gil"'l' s side aPFrove the proposal, they will say, 
Hthe stick pierced is at its place; who will remove 'the 
stick o f sagaman (relatives)?" In selection 0f a bride, 
it is seen that she matches the groom in height, health 
and age. As regards the c omplexion, there is no preference. 
She; shoulc'. , however, ro sse 5S a well built body without any 
inf~rmity. The selecti on is generally done by the father 
o f the boy. The father c f the girl also sees the boy , 
b efor e the final settlement. He also considers the same 
things .. Besides negotiation, the practice of i.n.!f;rusion 
and olo pement are also in vogue among the Kawars. Five 
dif:ferent. types o r mode s o f procuring a mate are known 

+' v th • among - De -\..avJars~ ey are.-

l r~ B:i_hav 

2 ... Nibah 

3 . Sagat 

LL .Phok~ and ...... 

5. Solond 

J3't.\:K._h-dElID (bride price) is Rs.20.00 in each - case. The 
marriage expenditure is, however, n o t :fixed and it is 
settled acco r d ing t o the status of both the parties. In 
::! :;:], s e tr_9 bride T s father possesses good resources, he · may 
96m&nd ~~c minimum expenditure viz., 7 khandi rice, .. 
~ mr:l.und .f'To..:'I: <?c C '__: 0 i 1. In at he r case s the full expend i ture 
~nc luding a gO .3.-G, rice, ci, al, gur, tel and liquor is asked 
Ir:r. 

~~ter the negotiations are completed Rupees two 
aTe gi ~,rcn to the girl in token of' the settlement of the 
~aJ..~ri a[e .. 'Ihis may be referred to betrothal. The 
:per'son s who go f o r this also take with them some gur 
aEo ..Q)1e"'i .!:l .la which is d istributed among the tribe men 
pre3Gn~ ~t the o ccasion. The d ate of marriage is also 
fixed at thi s time. Brahmin is not c orisulted about the 
auspici J-'~ ..3 date for marriage. The marriage is always 
p eri'o:::."med on any odd date of Hindu months. Magh, Falgun 
anf'\ Vcd_sha\}:h are r rei'erred f o r marriage and the 
mar~ iag0 may be performed on any of the odd dates viz. 
~~~chmi'} _r;; aptmi, navmi etc. The marriage of the eld esf 
s:::-:n o r cau[: hter is never fixed in the month of' Jeth. 
Payment of br~6e [ rice and exp enditure on marriage is 
made only in casp. o f Bihav and Nibah. 
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Ceremonies c onnecte('l with Bihav: 

Marriage ceremnnies start with erection of a 
ma6wQ . Two day s before the marriage the madwa is. 
c c nstructed in :fr cnt o :f the h ouse o:f the bridflbrlGe-~rOom 
v.ri th poles o f bamboo an(1: c overed "\.ri th m~go:leave s. 
Before c on structing the madwa, Baiga ( ruJarl or priest) 
is called who performs s ome puja at the rlace of 
c onstructi r n o f the madv.Ja and throws s erne water bey? nd 
the limits of the madwa • . For this he is raid accordlng 
t o the res ources of the family_ In Case the ~arty is 
poor, the Baiga. gets only one meal. In the cen~re of 
the mad wa, brahches of ber, ma~go , bamboo and sld~a, 
trees along with a nagar arE:: flxed. These five klnds of 
v.Jood repre sent 1'1 ve panchas. On the day of erect i o n of 
the mac1wa, parents o f both groom and bride observe fast 
and partake f eed only after the ceremony is over. A 
kalash is also kept in the centre of the madwa on the 
8arth brought from the field o f the Baiga. 

Tel chad ana. 

Oil and termeric powaer is an r-·intect on the 
h'Jc.ie s of the bric~ e and bric e-gor ccm in their re spe«ti ve 
h c:uses. The an o intment starts from below feet to head. 
This is c~one by the family members both males and fe
males, and uneer the mad\.ra. This ceremony is performed 
0n the ~ay of erection of the macwa, anc the ceremony 
is kn o wn as tel-char1 ana. 

On the next cay the froe-m is bRthec uneer the 
madwa; He is askec. to sit f o r bathing in a shallow large 
d ish of metal ano a little 1..rater frc:m this (l ish is taken 
tn the briGe's house vJhich is given t eo the bride for 

' bRthing. This ' water is referrec t o rayaspani. If 
ravasrani is not given t o the bride for bathing, the 
b ri (1e 's parents view it seri ously. This is the first 
and foremost thing which is deman~ed by bride's sid e. 
On this day, i.e., a day before the marriage the , 
groom's party reaches the Village ef the briJe. They 
are given a separate room or house t o stay. This 
place is referred as j anwasg. 

On the day o f marriage, clo the s and ornament s 
are sent f o r the bride which she :puts , on and gets 
readly for the marriage. She is not allowed t o have 
any thing belonging to her parent's house on her body 
at the time Of marriage. These things are taken by 
bhastir (bride-gr~om's elder brother) and put before 
the elderly persons of bride's aide. As so on as the 
bride and groom are ready in their marriage dresses 
they are esc o rted t o th9 Madwa. The c o uple goes rorind 
th~ ma~riage post six times (i.e. the five kincs of wood). 
Thls clrcumacbulation is done anti-cl ockwise and the 
groom foll o ws the bride. After circumambulati on the 
c ouple sits near the marriage prost and at times ~ curtain 
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is ' r-ut around the couple. The b~idegroom then put~ 
vermilli on e n the head o f the brlde between the halr 
parting. After this ceremony is over, the Brahmin 
perfo rms the bQm (fire offerings) and the couple bows 
before the room o f Dulha Deo and other elderly pers ons 
p resent there. 

"After the marriage, the bride t s parent s wash the 
feet of the couple in milk, and then drink it in abatement 
f o r the sin c o mmitted in bringing their daughter intq the 
world. II (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p.394). The 
p ractice o f drinking the milk and water in which the :feet 
o f the c ouple are washed is in vogue but some times it is 
only touche d vIi th the head and thrown on the chhan;i.. The 
ceremo ny is just a modification of nan£-noo jna or nany
n.g,kharng. (wo rshiping the feet) practised in o ther castes 
and tribes ann is an exhibiti0n o :f the regard and respect 
which the brid e's parents now possess for the son-in-law 
and the daughter. Due t o the c ouple's high hono ur during 
the ._peri od, the water/milk is net thrown in a dirty place. 
This washing o f feet is d one in a new thali and wi th a 
new lota "",hich bec o me s the pro perty of the couple. 

After panY-j;Lakharna, the bride-groom takes the 
bride to i~nNasa where she is given bangles to wear and 
s omethl.ng to eat. After a little time she returns to her 
p arents house • 

. Just after a little break the bridegroom c o mes 
back t o the bride's h~use where khichri is offered to him. 
Before partaking it the bridegroom demands some presents 
from his father-in-law which may be a cow ' or a gnlden ring. 
Chiwra (flattened rice) and gur (Jaggery) are distributed 
to all the per~ ons p resent by the bride-groom's father and 
in the evening the father of the bride gives a feast to 
the marriage p arty and t o the members o f the tribe livi_ng 
in the villag e. 

Next day in the morning, the bridegro o m takes away 
the bride and returns t o his vl].lage along wi th the 
marriag e party. In the house o f the bride-groom the 
ceremoni e s are repeateq , the difference being that . whereas 
previ ~usly the direction o f oil putting was from feet t o 
hsad whi l e this time it is fr o m head t o feet. This ritual 
i s y._n o lArn as tel-utarn.£1, and d one by the barber. In his 
absence, the 'p a rents o f the g r oo m may perform the ritual. 
T h e coup le then goes t o the tank o r some stream or river 
and .bathes there t o gether, each throwing 5 pots-fUll o f 
wa t e r- o v e r t he o ther. On return the bridegroom sho o ts 
arr ows at seven straw images o f deer over his bride's 
shoulders a n d the brid e brings b a ck the arrows shot. In 
s o me Ca ses she also puts s ome sugar in the mouth of the 
bridegroo m a fter e a ch shot. After living with her husband 
f o r 3 c1a.ys, the bric e returns to her parent r s house on the 
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fourth day. She goes back with he: husb~d after ' a year 
o~ so when he comes to his ~ather-ln-law s house accompa
nied by some friends and rela~ives and brings some presents 
for the bride. The ceremony lS know.n as gawan. 

The parents do not eat at the daughterts house after 
h er marriage. However,:1.1 it cam:ot be avoi<:-ed :>he biS paid

d for the meals by the parents. ThlS restrictlon 1S 0 s~rve 
j_n case the marria~e _ is performed , before her menstruat::Lon 
started i.e. biha2. They say in bihav the girl is bestow~d. 
In case of a nibah this . is not done and there is no restr1-
ction in eating at her ~lace. ; -

( 

Yibah , 

All the ceremonies or a bihav are performed in 
nibah. This type of marriage is a regular marriage of' 
a ,virgin girl except that the menstruation 'Of the girl 
has started before the marriage which is not perfa%'"r'3d 
in the tribe and such marriage is referred to as nibah. 

f3agai 

Remarriage of a widow is a common practice in the 
tribe except in Tan,..,ar sub-division. The younger brother 
has a prior claim over the widow of his elder brother 
and only with his consent she can re-marry some other 
person. If he does n o t agree to thiS, he is paid in 
lieu o f his claim. The amount o:f this claim is deter
mined by the panchayat. ~agai is a simple ceremony, 
only a feast to the relatives and bangles to the widow 
completes the ceremony. 

This is a marriage by intrusion. The woman 
simply walks into the house of her paramour and 
declares that he is her husband. She d oes not leave 
the house despite torturing and beating by the :family 
members of the man. The man is thus compelled t o make 
her his wife by offering choori. Though this type of' 
marriage is rec o gnised by the panchayat Kawars have 
no explanation for adopting this course'of intrusion 
by. girls, married 'VTomen and widows. Dubey remarks, "The 
p 8.thoo course is adopted by unmarried women, by widows 
and chhandwa who because of' their illicit exploits 
become pregnant and when it is difficult to supress the 
pregnancy, they adopt this mex3.e. It (Dubey, 1967, Vil~age 
SurveY. ,Mono graPJ:1, Kosa p._ 58). Paitho o is the term for 
Dha}£y In Durg dlstrict. and chhandw_s is a divorced or 
se r arated woman. This explanation appears to be logical • 
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This is a marriage by exchange. In this case one 
family gives a girl in marriage to the other and receives 
a girl ~f that family in marriage. In this type of 
marriage, no brid0 price is paid by either side ana also 
the marriage expenditure is borne by the respective party. 
In case one party being financially weak, the other may 
help it. ' 

If a man keeps a married woman as concubine or 
performs the marriage with her by way of dhoku or elopes 
with her, he has to pay the penalty to her former husband. 
This penalty is decided by the ,panchayat and general1.y 
fixed as high as possible. The reason for fixing a high 
penalty is that a large portion of' the amount of penalty 
goes to the mukhiya, some is divided among the Panchas 
and the remaining is given to the claimant. This penalty 
is kn own is ·bunda. Elopement of' an unmarried girl is not 
c o mmon in the tribe due the prevalance of early marriages. 

Divorce and separation 

As per 1961 Census returns, 1.13 per cent males 
a n d O~93 per cent females are divorced or separated. 
This figure repre sent s the mari tial status of Kawars at 
the time of 1961 enumeration and the figures of remarriages 
aftGr divorce or separation are n o t included. 

Divorce and separation is, however, conunon in the 
tribe. The serious mutual c onflict among the couple or 
ill-treatment by the husband 1s the common reason for a 
woman to leave the house o 'f' her husband. In case of 
illicit relations of the wife with some other person, the 
husband also forces her to leave the house. In all such 
cases if a "itJoman arranges her re-marriage, no procedure 
o r sanction of the panchayat is required for divorce or 
separati0n. The former husband, if willing to keep her 
with him, will be entitle0 f o r bunda- which will be 
awe-reed by the tribe panchayat . and the new husband will 
be f orced t o pay. In Case the husband is not willing to 
leeep her with him and force s her to leave the honSEl, she 
may go t o panchayat and request the panchayat to compel 
her husband to allow her to live with him. The panchayat 
tries f o r this and if' the attempts of the panchayat fail, 
'the husband is debarred from bunda if she arranges her 
re-marriage. If Case o f divorce and separation children 
always remain with the father. 

When it is noticed that a person is breathing his 
last, his b o dy is laid on the ground with the feet towards 
the south. If, however, the death takes place before the 
perso n c o uld be laid on the ground, the corpse is similar1y 
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laid c n the ground. Body o f a person eying in the night 
is ke~ t in the h ouse till the foll nwing mo rning and a 
wick lamp is ke p t burning near it. 

The corpse is not bathed bUt oil and termeric are 
rubbed o ver it. The c o rpse is ta~en to the burial or 
cremation gr o und e n a c ot put upslde down and keeping 
the he a d el f the deceased tcward s the ground. The 
c'l,isposal o f the dead. body is by burial but cremati on is 
n c rmaly the practice in the well-t o -do classes of th~ 
tribe and also when the dead l)ers c n was a reputed balga 
-:-: r ha s died at ri p e old age leaving behind a big family. 

'~he c o rpse is laid on its side in the grave 
with head t o the n o rth and face t o the east. A little 
~i~~ c o tton, urag and rice are thro wn in the grave to 
serve as seed-gra.ins f o r the dead man's cultivation in 
the o ther vlo rld. A dish, a drinking vessel and a 
c ooking pot are placed on the grave with the same idea, 
b ut are afterwards taken by the Dha bi (washerman)n 
-(Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vo l.III, p . 397). 

The posi ti s n C) f the corpse in the grave o r on 
the pyre as il bserved among the Kawars o f Surguja 
d ~strict is as below:-

In case o f man, the c o rpse with head t o the north 
3IlC face t o the east lS laid ~n the chest in the grave 
a r on pyre as the case may be, that is, in the ventr a 1 
positi on. In case of a woman , the rr;·sition is dorsal 
i.e. the c o r p se is laid on the back with the chest 
skYv-lards but the head "'Jill remain t owards north and the 
face towards east. Kawars says that Ganges the sacred 
river is in n c rth and GOG Jagdish (Jagannathpuri) is in 
the east as such the head and face are ke p t in these 
directions. -

The pyre is lighted by the eldest s on o f the 
d eceased . If there is n o s on, this is dane by the 
nearest relative. On return fr em the burial ground, 
x:gj:;i.§...£ o r g_hungri are served t o the pers ons attending 
the funeral.. After this the date ~ :f din is fixed and 
fr o m this time o nly :r>ollution start s. -Xfter cremation, 
the last remains known as ~hi are c o llected on the 
third day and immersed in s e me stream ::) r river. 
Exce~t the chief mourner, that is the person who set 
fire t o the pyre, everybody else gets his head shaved 
o n the third day; the chief mourner gets his head 
s have d later 8n twelfth day. 

rr The tribe has a . custo m 0 :f f feeding the dead l 
~ ~Q earthen pot~ are tled t ~ a branch o f a pipal tree 
l1€ar the crematJ..o n ground. The base o f these is 
;)(..; rfo r~ted and a clo th wick is r ut into the holes • 
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Water is filled in one of the pots and it drops on the 
ground through the wick. In the other pot 7 an earthen 
wick-lamp ,is burnt in the evening. The chlef mourner 
cooks his own food in the house and before he starts 
eat~ng he puts a small part of ~t in a leaf plate on the 
roof of the house where it ~s eaten away by blrds. It is 
believed that thi spirit of the deceased gets food in this 
manner. 

The mourning period for adults lasts for ten days 
and during this time the household of the deceased dces 
not tal~e fried food or meat. The chief mourner keeps a 
lot~ and piece of iron always with him durin~ the period 
of mourning. He neither eats the food cooked by others 
n o r the food cooked by him is eaten by anyone else. On 
the tvrel:fth day the chief mourner goe s to a tank or a 
nearby stream and gets his head shaved there and bathes 
in,the stream or the tank. A Brahmin is called to perform 
the rites on this occasion and when the Brahmin recites 
mantras the person takes a fresh dip into t0e water. Five 
balls of flour known as pinca are prepared, a ritual is 
performed as directed by the nand~t and then they are 
thrown into the river. The pandit is presented with a new 
cot, a new bed-sheet and five pailees o~ rice. 

Six months after the death a ceremony known as 
chhamasi is performed. On this occasion, SatYanarayan
}ci-}catlla is got reci ted in the house and a :feast is 
given to relatives and caste people. In Case of children 
below 10 years of age, these elaborate death rites are 
not perf'o rmedo The mourning period for children below 1.0 
yea~s is only five days. 

Xo B,eligion 

Ruligion as Frazer has said must be the perfact 
combination cf two i.e. belief and practice and this 
practice ordinarily leads a man to religious festivals. 
There are some festivals which produce the belief itself 
that is to say without that festival the belief is of no 
use. These religious festivals are the symbols of belie:f. 
(Qucted by Vidyarthi, 1966, p. 88). Kawars have strong 
belief in the existence of deities and spirits. However, 
RU.3sell and Hiralal say, "The religicn of the Kawars is 
entirely of animistic character. n (Russell and Hiralal, 
1916, Vol. III, p. 399). They feel that these deities and 
spirits are at the root of all evils and misery that 
befall on them. 

The religion and religious beliefs of the Kawars 
are a mixture of the Hindu beliefs and practices and the 
tribal religion. 99.97 per cent of the Kawars have 
returned Hindu as their religion in 1961 Census only 0.03 
per cent returning Christianity, Islam and Kabi;panthi • 
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110 Ghristians (l09 males and 1. fema.le), 7 Kabirp anthi 
(6 males a nd 1. female) and 1. male Muslim :fo rm this ?-3 
r ar c e nt I lo"[.ul a tion o f KawaI'S whc have returned the~r 
religion o ther than Hindu. Out of these 118 pers~ns, 
117 belon g t o the Kanwar sub-division who are bel~~ved 
t o be at lower level in the tribe. Only 1. person 1S 
fr o m KauT sub-d i visi c,n. They have a va.gue idea o f a 
sur reme d eity whom they call Bhagwan and identify him 
wi th the Sun. It is a tabo o f o r wo men to per:f o rm o r 
actively participate in the wo rship o f the deities. 
They IIlay only witness the ceremo nies. The taboo is 
i mpo se d b ecause the women, due t o menstruation and 
child birth are regarded "to be unclean and unfit t o 
worshir the d ei tie s. 

Apart from Bhagwan who does n o t require any :fo rma1 
arlc, tilaborate wo rship, there are a number o f other deities. 
Or ... 9 o f' these is Dulha. De :> (Brid.egroom deity). As stated 
ear1ier

1 
every h ouse has a room ~ reserved f o r th~s de~ty 

and it lS this deity who is paid reverence at the time o~ 
marriage. There is n 0 ie a l of the deity but the ro o m of 
the h ouse 1s wa shed with cattle-dung and rice, milk, 
turmeric and vermillion are offered at the place so washed 
in his name. Anotber imy:. Drtant ceity is Thakur De"C) "Who 
is c o'nsidered t o be a deity o f agriculture and harvest. 
The o ther cteities are the Jhagra Khand (the d ouble edged 
s'Y,crd) who as the swo re is prcpi tiated at the time of: 
the Dasahara festival.; Baghara Deo (tiger god) who is 
believed to be the ceity protecting the cattle fr o m the. 
a ttacks o f wild animals. Mandwa Rani o r the goddess 
o f the shed, is a local ceity in the Ko rwa tract of 
Bilaspur district ane is believed to put people on 
right tract when they get lost in the forests and to 
pr ovide :fo<":'d and water to the wayfarers. Sat-Bahini 
n r seven sisters are suppo sed to be on the river banks. 
Puraniha (Lotus one) is suppo sed t o dwell in tanks in 
-which l otus t'1.ower is grown. . 

Two o ther deities found -to be worshipped by the 
l~a\Nars o f' St;trguj a district, are Kalika Mai and Sarna. 
}\.alika Hai lS the village g o ddess and the deity of' the 
s mal~ pox and cholera.; Sarna is a deity 01' agriculture 
and lS SUPT\Q sed t o live o n a. tree o f' the · same name. 
He is p:op itiated before sowing o perations begin. The 
whole v~llag~ assembles n€ar a tree where the ba.j,ga or 
t h e tribal p riest o ffers rice milk turmeric and 
vermilli on t o the deity a t th~ fo c t' C, f' the tree and 
sacrifices a g o at. He gives padd y seeds t o each culti
v?-t c r and it is this se€ d that is S O vln :first in the 
f~eld • 

.I..ml;;!Qrtant Festival~ 
l. Karma 
2. Ganga Qasahara 
3. S o horai 
4. Chherta 
5. Hoii 

Calender o f Festivals 
Bhadra (Se p tember) 
Jyaistha (May-June) 
Kartika (Oct o ber-No vember) 
Pausa (December-January) 
Phalguna (February-March) • 

....... 39/-



30 -

--- . ~Xarma 

The fe3tival falls on the tenth day of' the 'Y!3,Xing
moon fortr>j_gh:<: of' the month of' Bhadr a . It' is _a festival 
of dance and music. A branch of K[.;.rma tree ( N 8~,,1. (':J_ e.g. 
~vifoliF';) is put in s o me open space or in, t }1.G. s f .. ac:i_o1:.s 
courtyard of 'one of the villagers anc he :r.'8 --e ha DOY:::; and 
girls of' the village peri' Drm the Karma (1 an"::':)., 

Ganga DasahHra 

Ganga Dasahara falls lD t l-:lE. mon·th ~ :f." ;Iya~L,nn= on 
the lOth of' the waxing-moon fortnigpt.. T~e i!:.rc rt~ance of: 
the f"8 sti val is in taking a bath in ,::.my r;L:'J€T ':: s"'(;reai.-l J or 
lake and a gay multitude collect ne a r t ·he r: ()ur'~"'8 o f "tlater •. 
There waS freedom for merriment 2DC_ SGYUq}_ ~1 oke ~ t':L."1.d 
misbehaviou:l' sometime s reached to an ex·tre :UKJ.. ?<3ny 
restrictions have been placed ()h thi.s .··i'rj ";jo ::-}i ·cy c:ne. Ganga 
Dasahara celebrat.oc1 n o w is of a \~Jj..ry scb fc::' r tYD6" 

Sohorai 

This is als o roferred to Ekadashi l'e ,3 tiva~L v.Ihi(~ ll 
i'alls on the eleven·th c.ny of the W3rl :LnG mo('n.-f·")rt;nig~n.t c: f 
the month of K~rt;Lka .. Th:is :festi vn.1. =i . s sr::l.~e rl (. O''_'9:!' --a _._ . 
numbe'r of days. Tna speciaJ_ tbe::n6 C~: ·t l'J.e :f:'ss -e ]::vC'.l i3 the 
well-beiLg ci' ·':; ... 1.2i r -:_: ,c:_ ~ t : :_ c., _;_' ':h~; £TlCL ,.'):~;::J?-·;::-V-c [ ,,_::=::: on \ ,h :is 
d 'a' y c- oc ('" r .... t e ..j- ~V-' e c,.,t ~ -"'" ,.,-, ;-:., , ..... .. -' '" (,- ,.. .~ -. ~. -.. .::""; _ ... _ t.---. r-: .. ' 1 rv ~ '" -. -...... ,~ -< .r ...... .s..-. .... .... C -;- .. t r.. n 

, J. ~ c-' _ o. U .!.l. C..J. , t , .1..<::' ,~ . ..l .c, .. ' .,.\ .. .. .... oi ;.,,;,,)_, ;..-.• t J _ C"L"" .c:. G,· ..• ll ," __ c .1 ',-; u..i. v _ 

and reverence is ShO\o[.I:" ... to -th,~: ;-:.<_-_-;::, ·tT c·. :c '.!(~:. ':-'~i :~:' n. l"'€ §, i'J' '':;; r :c ;.3;. 

spec1'~i d;et T-j...,r ·· .... e .... ·' -· nc' +1-1e I" .. ",,·++i . _, .",'- ' · '- ·,... ·" .. l·;..~ '·l··o -'-hC> " ~1 . c., .L.' ~ • _ c e . .1. .1. .co ,) J... C:; l; .L _ ' __,__. ' ~ l . ._) C ' _L '0 ,.: .L L.:. t::; ,. '-, _L -'. 1~; '_' .1;.:; ,.l _ 

harshly curing the fust i va,l--·-is strictly t8.b 'J -~'·:.Jd .. A goat 
is sac r if:'.c2C in the nane~ ' of' the p rotecto:r ~8 .]_ty '; Baghal'ra 
Deo and 'the mea·t o f the- C-8 f~,t ::i_f' :;,ar'tal",:::;n by the : :~ales only" 
It 1· s ~. +ab o'-' f'c -.... +·~e "C Tr' ·"-'811· -1-0 '::"' ''''' ''+. "1';0 ';"' " t T " 'T1 C: " , m'-''''' ""o"lovor CJ.. v c - .. _; . .... ' ..i.... / .--v 11 ~ -.\ ". 1!.i '-' .' ''_' - ,.,. -. .> 'il. J...",v v\! , __ i.U ...... · L ..l L.L ::..~ .. ;;- '!) "-..i. ...... l/ "'_',., 

eat I-:he r:O '''CDu-i' --6f'fe-"'ec] tn ·L.h ·~ r ;!,'J -;'~Y' ;:-~, ~ + . T · "-'rn :::. ·'O l'~ , l.; J_ _. C ..... .l..r""' __ _._ ;._ _.j_ j Lo C· _ •. A oJ _ ' " """ . r, _.,__; ..__ .. L ' ~~: (. - .1. _ ~ l. ~ _ .'_ 

menstruai~ t~orr"'-C aD. no ':- r:?VGn '3e~t thi;3 C (.)(~ Cll1 :~' I~ .. 

~~ 
The C O.JT:J10 n Hindu festival, 'Til Senkranti ::5 CdJ..8-

brated a s Chher~tf.1~ fes ~tival .. Q.~'Cti1 mea.n.s 1,~'~2 0rJ1 :Lee., 
th~ end o f th~. 2gricultural y ear: " 1' 08 d~J..s~ ri.ct :},nf ::::urguja, 
Ra1garh and B1J~aspur u re predc.:nll:1ar-C_LS r :iGG [ .rc·vJllJg 'S ::'C'k·~ts 
and January, 'W!lEln 'chj_s f'estiv ~ ... l. i s celebra ted, ~;_ s 2..lrnost 
the end of the agr~cultural ye a r. On this day ba t h boys 
and girls of the tribe fcrm s mall g rl:u p s aL!C~ go ~rom 
house to house shout:ng Chhert ... a,-Gb}}.::?' rehb.gx_~ a."ld -;::;~,-ey get 
g1fts of p addy o r r~c e fr o m th~ hOUS83 wherB they 20. 

I ~ 
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The collected rice is then sold ancl a picnic party is 
arranged on the same day • 

..... 11 ~j:;) 

Fhag or Roli falls on the full-moon day of the 
month of PhalgunS\ and lasts upto the ~uesday next. 
Holi fire is burnt in the common fash~on and after 
the fire is burnt, every body present takes a handful 
of ash from the burnt out fire and blows it. The ash 
so blown is sUpposed to drive away the evil spirits 
from the village. 

. " 

XI. ~isuret Recreation & Chilo Play 

Kawars are so busy eking out their subsistence 
that they have hardly any free leisure and even when 
they have some :free time they do not know how to 
utlize it. Such free time is, therefore, wasted in " 
idle gossip. Conversation is a pastime. ·People of 
all castes are seen s1 tting in groups in ~venings and 
chatting on various subjects. The gatherings are 
usually seen in front of the houses of prominent 
villagers s~ch as gatta, patel etc. The Usual topics 
of such conversations are the out-turn of crops,cattle 
diseases, quarrels in the village anc1 S0 on. Ch:l.1.dren 
also sometimes join thes~ ; people otherwise they play 
the games picked up in the schnol viz., kho-kho, 
l(abbadd:t etc. 

"" 

XII. Relation am0ng c1 ifferent Segment s of" the Comni ty 

No recognised segments except the endogamous 
groups of Kawars which have been mentioned earlier hav~ 
been noticed among the Kawars of Raj pur , Batoli and 
Sarbhoka villages of' Surguja district. Domination 01" 
the poor se6tion by the well-to-do ones is~ " however, 
there. Education is the other fact or which gives some 
superiority over the uneducated people o~ the community. 
Educated persons are usually in Government service and 
they are o~en consulted when any n otice for court 
attendence or any other paper from any office is 
recei~ed. Age, of course, may be the third factor of 
super10rity and their experience of worldly affairs is 
often utlized. 

A WCIDRn in Kawars lookS after the domestic 
~ffairs, brings up children and participates actively 
In her husband's agricultural ~ursuits. She has no 
right to perform the ~uja c f deities. She can only 
~itness it. Prevalence of polygamy among the Kawars 
lS another factor which d ominates the position of' a 
vT')man. A Kawar woman is in full grip of her husband • 
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, 
XIII. Inter-community Relationshin 

It is a privilege c~ mali (gardener) to supply mou~ 
and ~-mouri to the Kawars at the time of marriage~ and 
they are paid in cash for this. Blacksmith and barber 
work on jajmanl system. The remuneration of blacksmith 
is calculated per nagar possessed by a family. And for 
this he has to repair tangia , godi and hansiva. For new 
ones they are separately paid. Barber gets 5 tambis of 
rice annually for each adult male member of the family 
and 2 tambis per child. 

Services of the Brahmin are utlized at births, 
marriages and deaths by persons who car. af':ford the 
expenditure involved. The Brahmin is paid according to 

· the resources .of the family. Kusrain who belongs to 
Gashia caste is called to attend the woman in delivery 
period. She performs all services during the period and 
paid for that. Washerman, however, washe? the clothes 
after any death takes place in the Kawar :family and he 
is paid at the same time :for that. 

. . 

Except the Oraons and Chamars, all the ethnic 
groups live almost in adjoining paras or even in a mixed 
paras. They mix with each other and draw water from the 
same well. The Kawars have commensality o:f :food with the 
Gonds but not with the Oraons, Pandos and Korwas whom they 
regard as lower to themselves. Similarly they do not take 
water and :food from members of the Chamar caste. Due to 
their better economic status Kawars dominat.e the other 
groups except those of marwari-banias who are the traders 
and money-lenders in the area. Kawars in SOCial hierarchy 
are also high as they are the persons who used to be 
appointed as goti,a in erst-while Surguja Sta ;e. After the 
merger of the state; they have occupied the post of patels 
in the villages. . . 

XIV. Structure o f' Social Control,Prestige & Leadership 

Every village has a caste, panchayat of its own. 
The head of this panchayat is known as mukhiya ('Pradhan' 
according to Russell and Hiralal).· This is not a herodi
tary office but is occupied by a person of great exp~rience 
who of' Course used t o be an old man of' good financial 
p?sit~on. The Cases taken up by the caste-panchayat deal 
wlth lrregular unions, illegal sexual intimacy, disputes 
over marriage and divorce, family quarrels and petty 
quarrels in the caste. In case this panchayat fails to 
de~ide the dispute, the bigger one is called. The head of 
thl~ bigger panchayat is known as sunwani or thakur. This 
o:fflce of'the sunwani is a hereditary one and the father 
of the present-sunwani was , also the head o:f the bigger 
panchayat. Except that the sunwani is a rich man, there 
are no other quali:fications of the head of the panchayat • 
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In case of Bunda, however, the presence of sun~~~ is 
essential. The panchayat is ca11ed by one of ~he p~rty 
in dispute. The number of' m.embers ai' the panchayat may 
be at the discretion of the person who calls a panchayat 
as it is an expensive affair for the person invitj_ng a 
Panchayat. A :feast to the members of the panchayat is 
a must in which meat of goat and liquor are invariably 
served. If the complainant is able to sustain the 
charge by producing evidence and witnesses, the 
defaulter is fined. The amount of this penalty gaGs 
to the members of the panchayat if the offe~ce is 
against the community and if it is against the person 
alone, 3/4th of the amount of penalty is given to the 
com},)lainant and the remaining is distributed among the 
members. In case o:f non-payment of the penalty, the 
person is out-casted. For re-admission to the caste
fold the person has to give a feast to the commun~ty and 
members of the panchayat in which mea·t and liquor are 
the necessary items. He ~l:!. ,~ also to pay the amount o:f 
the penalty. A .. E.Nelson stat,es, UThey are said to be 
very slow in making up their minds and a sayLng 2bout 
them is, t The Ganda t s 12...a.Qchayat (caste com?1l:::" tt:ee) always 
end s in a quarrel, the Gond ~ s nanchayat c arG s only for 
the feast; and the Kawar' s panchayq.~ ta1ces a :'·ear -to 
arri ve at a decision. f But \-Then the Kawars h.:-"ve decided 
they act with vigour." (Nelson, 19l0~ Vol.A.P.89). 

. Apart from the caste-pctnch~sat, "thl=};:'A j.s c:. 
vi1.1age-paD.chayat 'Hhere the Kaitla:::::'s l:-1.ve w-".l. t~J. other 
tribes and cas-ces. Tao village -parlCD.8.y3.t s d..::c ide cases 
of inter-caste disputes. 

J~. Social Refor~d W~lfa~Q 

The tribe has adopted sever.:: .:. :J... cu ~~ toms observed 
by t~e H~ndus. Participat~on of the Brahmin :n birth, 
rnarrl~ge and death rituals of Ka:war s h as alreAdy bAen 
doscrlbed. As back as l872, Dalton oe scTi.bec] the Case 
of a Sati in the tribe., ~v!hich is a defi::'l.itA proo:: o f 
the att empt o:f the ..... :ribe towa.rds s o cial eI.8va·+; ";_c~ ~ ) 
because cases of Sati 8.:;:-<9 ext:L'8mely :care'J (rr d..~tic3.lly 
unkn~n,m) . amongst tribes. Discardin; WiClOW rO :'.:!larriages, 
prohl?i~J..?n of' meat anc; liquor by 'I'cilll.'lars, onE: of' the 
sub-dlvlslon of the Kawars is an CJthe~ exc:.mp'lo of' their 
attem~t for social climbing. There is, however, no 
organlsed association as such and no organised mc-vC!ments 
also have been started in the trjbe. . 
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Aintb1 

Ajwai,n 
. 

Mdi 

Badela 

Bandi 

Bart 

Ba.:tam 

Bhang 

Chewaga 

Chhe.ni 

Chhatt:l, 

Chid Chl,di 

Chind 

Choora 

Choori 

Chutki 

phenki 

Dhoti 

Dhoo p 

Din 

Falgun 

GLOSSARY 

.f'J:l o r .'::1. a ment wo rn on wrist by 1adies 

A kind o f aromatic seed 

.:\ bl O"..:. ~:)c made o :f thicker c10th 

Ie get 2:ble garden attached to the 
'lou s S.3 

of four a.nnas 
cC) ::1_ns 

.\ n aT !~ c~ t i c 

i?arc"C.ed rice 
.. ...., r:
;.:\00 :..... 

'(i' irs ':~ c.e remony performed a:rter 
c hi ::: rJ b irth 

J\ l ·-:: c a ::L plant 

.\.n c- rD 2ment wo rn on wrist by 1adies 

'f-J ar. g le 

~~n (.; r .::1 ~}.ment wo rn on fingers by 
~:_adi.e'3 

:? u. l se 

Hus ~.<:i nE· lever 

J'\, d:;::-s ss ('. f' a man secured by a knot 
l. i t1: J_G pelow t he nevel and a.11oW(Jd 
'::: 0 go uf;to the ankles 

t~ n :".:.:_·::;cnse 

r~' he (~RY fixed :fo r removing 
l")o l l u C.:: 0 D after any death 

~he t we lfth month of Hindu 
· ~ ci..l Gnc.e r (Feb-M.arch) 

-. 
• • ~ .•• 2/--



G@_j_~ 

. Ghar-g,amca . 

Ghg,rjia 

Ghungri 

.Q.2t 

G :~ti 

Gcti_2. 

Halc(i, 

;Halka 

Hansj.ya 

Jam?, 

Jeth 

.3htil~ 

Jithai 

Kakai 

Kalas 

;K.anta 

Kator:l 

Kgri-jiri 

Khichri 

KoCIan 
~-

- 2 -

The hemp (Qa~nabis sativa) 

A s on-in-law staying at wife's 
place .. 

-do- . -do-

Boiled wheat o r J"uar 

Sept 

Sept 

Malguzar 

Termeric 

An ornament (, £' the neck 

Sickle 

Terminalia C~ebula 

Patron of a t~aditiona1 vil1age servant 

Loose garment of bridegroom 

Third month o f -Hindu calender (May-June) 

Removing the effect of evil spirit by 
reciting somE sac~ed text 

Blouse 

A right over the p:r.operty o f father o:f 
elder brother 

An ornament cf the leg 

Comb 

A brass p ot fille~ wit~ water 

Nrse pin 

A brass cup 

Black cumin seed 

A dish prepar sJ from rice and pulse 
boiled togethar 

An ornament o f the ear 

A spade 

A course variety o f wild grain 

.... . 3/-



Kothi 

Kurta 

Lota 

Madwa 

Magh 

Mah"IdE 

Mali 

Mot "h.a-Kand a 

Man.trE.§. 

Mou~ 

Mukhiya 

Nagar 

Nala 

Navmi 

Neem 

Pancha§ 

Fanchmi 

Para 

Patmouri 

Pir~ll 

Piper 

Prasad 

Puja 

Roti 

Sagilman 

Sakhua (Sal) 

§al2tm;i 
!_a';1f:ia 

Tarki 
. T at.-pattis 
Tel 

Thali 

TakaYati 
Tipa 
VaishMh 

• 

- ~ 3 -

An earthen recep tacle ~cr storing 
grain 

A lo o se garmen 'C of' the male 

J~ brass pot 

Canory u:1.der which marriage 
ceremony takes p lace 

Eleventh month o f Hindu calender 
(Jan-Fe~. ) 

:3assia latifol ... i .a 

G ardene1.~ 

.P, lc'cal plant 

,Sacred -text 

Headgear of thG bridegroom 

~',ead '3r 

An agricul turc.'. impJ.ement 

;~ strc a:n 

Xinth date of' Hindu month 

l:t~1.:i.;1 i;.,ndic a 

:rvIembcrs of' the panchayat 

Fifth d a te of' ~lndu month 

Eeadgsar o f t he bride 

?icus )"g).igios.a 

Peeper 

Anyt:'::l:l,n e: offered to the deity aIlr'l 
cistributed among worshippers. 

vJorshir 

B rean. 

Relatives 
ehOrf!8 1:_obust a 

n Seventh date of Hindu month 

An axe 

An ornament of the ear 
Gunny bags 
Oil 
Brass plate 
Same as jithai 
A dot tattoo ed o n the face 

Sec ond m()nth o f' Hindu calender 




