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Tre Constitirtion Tavs down that "the State shall
promote with srecial car«e thco educational ard economic
interest of the wenker sections of the people and in particular
of the Scheduled Castes and Rcheduled Tribes and shall
protect them from social injustice and all forms of
exploitation®™,

lTo azssist States in fulfilling their responsibility
in this regarcd, the 1961 Ccnsus provided a series of special
tabulations of the socisl and econoric data on Scheduled
Casters ard Schednled Tribes,

“he lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
are notified hy the President under the Constitution and the
Parllament 1s empowecr<d to include in or exclude from the
lists, any castc or tribe, Iuring the Census Operations,
the enumerators frequently fazce the problem of 1dent1fy1ng
the Scheduied Tastss andScheduled Tribes. In the President's
notification, thoush in somec cases, the names of the sub-
castcs and sub-tribes and synonyms are given, there are many
cases where su~h names have not been prov1dad in the list.

The Census enumerators, thercfore, reguirc guicance about the
acceptance or rejection of claims that they come scross
during the operaticns of some communitic¢s~to be treated as
sub-castcs or sub-tribes of the notified Schecduled Castes or
Scheduled Tribzs. TFor this purposez the Census Organisation
hag thought it wise to urdertcke detrilced ethnographic
studies in regspcct of Schedulccé Castes and Schedulecd Tribes
of India. Thig is alco in conformity with the past Census
tracdition of Tw*(qent;ng athentic ethnographic nccount of
Irdian cormmunitics,

Foer' concducting the ethnographic studies, a number of
ancillary nperatinns ~re urndertaken by the social studies
Tnit of the 0ffice of the Registrar Gencral, India, as well
25 the staff of the Directors nf Census Operaticns in the
vericus States. These arncillery operaticons include @

(i) crmpilati-n ~f aveilable infeormation on each Schecduled
Cagte ar? Schecduldd Tribe and prepaﬂntldn of biblicgraphy in
regpect ~f thems; (ii) proparatinn ar.d interpretaticn of maps
showing c¢istributirn ~f Scheduled Cas stecs anc Scheduled Tribes
over time ~nd space; and (1ii) special studies on cultural,
technoinrisal ~nd ecronnmic chonges taking place among . the
varisus trital crmmurities,
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Dr. 3B.F.Roy Rurman, Deputy Registrar Ceneral,
Pandicralfts and Social Studies Unit, assisted by
Shri A.M.Knrup ard Shri ©,G.1ag, Research Officers, 1s
comrdirating all these studics at the Central level. At “the
State level, the Directors of Census Cperations and Hs staff
are collsboratirng in concucting the field investigatdions and
preparing trhe revort., Shri Uma Kant Trivedi, Deputy Director
of Census Crerstiorns (M.P,) supervised the s%udy at the State
level and Shri H,.C.Jain, Investigator, carried out the field
investigation on trhis community and prepared the draft.
I svail of this oyportunity to extenc my warm thanks to all
rwy collersruss who haver undertaken various studies on different
aspects of the Scheduled Crsltes and Schecduled Tribes of India.

A. CHANDRA SEKFAR
REGISTRAR CGEL eRAL, INTIA
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42 an adjunct of 1961 Censug, preparation of
ethnogragplric ﬁonhgraphs ~n a number &f selected Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and ethnic groups with special
status and ethnezraphic glessaries o1 all Scheduled
Castes &nd Scheduled Tribes have beer taken up w»y the
Census #&rganisation.

i1 India the cenkus ﬁrganisafinn has a 1lmng tradi-
tion »f undertaking ethangraphic studies. Besides, there
are ccrtain reasons why, for its nwa operational purooses
it is necessary for the Census nrganisation te take up
such stulies. Turing census epcration, the Census
organisation is recuired tn make a corplete enumeration
~nf all the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the
country. ~“he ethnemgraphic ctudies are required tn
establish the icde tity of the various cemmunities
including thelr segmentae. The sncial boundaries »f
verious chmmunities are net always rigid, they are 1in a
state of flux. mtkqmoraphlc studies are renaquired tm keep
track of these chqqge% as wmll ntherwise cAmparisen of
concsecutive census figures would glive altngether wrong
picture in respect of them. here is anether aspect eof
ctudy in respect of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
in which the census nrganisatien, as well as the welfare
snd plan.inz agencies are ianterested - 1t is ethno -
dem ogrd>hj. in 1961 Census, scparate tables were
oreparoﬂ in refpact of the GSGcheduled Castes and Scheduled

Tribes dn the following items :-

(1) industrial classification of persons at work
“a «d non-workers by s¢Xx,

(1i, age and marital status,
(iii; education,
(iv} religicn,

(v, persons not at woark cla=csified bv sex and
type of activity for “cheduled Castes,

(vi) nersons not at work classified by sex and
type nf activity for Scheduled Trioccs,

(vii) morther tongue and hilingualism for Schednled
.ribes.

_ “he data available in these tables are to be
analysed in respect of each Scheduled Caste and
SeheZuled Tribe, so that the historical and cultural
factors reQOan1ble for the demograohic pattern can be
ine ‘tified and the 1mpact of the emergent demographic
sattern on the social structure can be de‘ermined.
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e inc 1th gained by the Census organisatlion,

thrcqgh ethnrgraplhic studies of the Scheduled Castes and

“chedtled Tribes will be u%cfnl fer interpretatirn of
the demograr hic attern for fthe countryas a wheole.
Recent studies "sh-wW that ™ India, even now, it 1is
difficult tc corraectly appreciate the vari~-us soclal and
ecrnommic pr.ocesses with vt refererme tc caste. On the
other hand, in thg intsrest of ultimate national goal,
castea 1 pot bhing recorded in census, except in case nf
T“echeduled Castes and Scheduled '‘ritéds.  The insight
gelinad through etbno demegranhic studies of Scheduled
Castes =nd Sebeduled Tribes is, therefore, ~f invaluable
- help f»r censuc. . ~

: At -the same tiuc, such study is very mach uceful
Tgr odanning of dfvel“pmeﬂt activities amng the castes
o tribhecs c~nccrned r instance, 1f the census shws
that gr-et doel of qlV@“gLfJCdu+ﬁL s ceccoupation has
taken place z=ming the Parayans #f Kerala, it 1s important
frr the plarmers t kn v wWwhether the community consists
a2 numper I discrnnected sesments or wWwhether it means
e¢hat & great dezl £ individual mobility is taken place
where the amin'fccpq ~f community is 2 ther than tradi-
tirral ceoupation. Again,'When anmcng the Bauris of

-rizsa, it is found thet & very high properticn ~f the
pc~ulauimn is engaged 1in ugrlcultural labour and next tn
ther a high prroperti-n 18 found in cultivaticrn and alsao
that there ic crnsiderable” diversification of ~ccupation,
the f:1lcwing questi~ns of scciclmgical and practical

importance arise -

Wwhat 1s the historical relaticn between the

poricultural lahcurers arnd the cultiva teors among
the Biurice 37 risse? The cmnsus data suggests

~ne ¢f the twr prscible developments, rnamely,

{1} balk «f the Bauris were cultivaters and by a
prrcess ~f degenerati-n of their ecrnomy have
pec-me agriculitural labourers, (Z2) on the other
Bhend, 1t 1is als~ neossibic that the bulk of them
vere agricultural labourers and through a process
~f imprcvement ~f thelr cciencomic crmdition, many
~1 trher have become zcultivators,

¢

N_

(b) “he fect that a crmsicerahle diversificaticon of
~ccupsaticn hes taken placo. siiggests thatn the
ceconony has nst rerained wn oo tagnant condiitirn.
ere 1t is tr e examined whether the Adiversifi -

cati n is the result ~f upward m-bility, -r
Quwnward mebility, or <ven herizontal mobility,
and what i1is the actuval process by which the
diversifica sicn has taken place.

(2, The S“Cio$ Adimeansi-ns Cereqolnolng to the
Alversification in eccnoric 1ife have to be

examlned. ,
-..3/-
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Lt Is als~c th pe zcxamined whether iaspite of

diversificetion <f e2cupatirn, the ethecs of a

particular cccupatin, for instance agricul ture

c ntinues t¢ be Adrrminant. in that case, diversification
ight have craoated groolens 1 adjustment in value= and

attituidces.

s tances can be multiplied, burt 1t.is not

necessary. Vwhat have been stated ab.ove, are encugh to

aricg ~ut the significance f ¢thno-demcgrashic studies

for planners.

“he abrcve AdAlirensirns of ethnco-demographic studies

Fave FVflveﬂ thr-ugh sta_es, in 1960, at the instance
cf Shri i.itra, Registrar General of Adia, a questirnn-
aire fcr colisction of ethnrzraphic data was cirmsulated
am rig. the Census irect . rs, in s ctorer, 1961, the
Handicrafts ard Soclal Studi=as Unit was =2et up in the
«ffice of the Registrar ueneral ~f india, to ccordinatc
the crthn-zraphic studies and a few cther ancillary
etuﬂ*rq, like vills e surveys, handicraft surveys, etc.
in Jecember, 10261, a Study Camp was organised in Delhil,
where the gerSonnel engaged in ethnngraphic studies,
handicrafts studies 2nd < ther social investlg tins in
the ~ffices of the Census Directors, garticipated. In
the Srudy Czamp it was considered that the ethnograohic
notes weuld mdlnly aim at makin. as ohlective assessment

~f the statc nf development nf the different scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes In the crntaxt ~f the changes
taking place in technrlozy, econrrric crganisaticn and
total culture pattorn ~f the country. It was further
cuggested theaet the prirmary focus of tha study shcoculd nnt
be cn the exmtic elements nf the cultures of the different
castes nand tribes. It should be on the effeorts of the
compinities concerned, te adjust to the mndern conditions
”f 1ifec. in the light ~f the above docisicns of the

Study Tamrp, raplid ethnegranhic studies have bheen carried
cn %v the Staff cf +the Tirsctors cf Zensus perations
8 vell as dy the Handicrafte and Scclial Studies Unit of
the ~ffice cof the Registrar General of .india, in diffe-
rent parts 1 the country. These rapid surveys have by vt
brought cut a aumber of met' ' ndceclogical and cperatimrnzl
problemrs, in ray and June, 19695, tw~ Ilthnecgranhic Study
Camps were hel:! ct fuarsemng and Hyderabad, where
nerccnniel frop the ~ffice of the Regis tra¢ General of
India as well as fr-n the ffices ~f the Census Directors
sarticipated. In the Study Camp held at Kurseong, the
Secreti rv, Tribal we.fare, West Bengal, and Director,
Triecl LWelfare, West Bengal, alscn QrulClUQtEd in thesc
“tudy Camps, an intograted %rame for Qze;aratlon of
ethn:ioerashi™ notes was discussed and adopted. in additinn
-hcct of each scheduled caste and

£ tre ctudies in re

schecduled tribe =eparately, a number ~f subsidiary
atudirs weore undor t= cen by the Fandicrafts and Sccilal
Studies Unit ~f the ffice ~f the Registrar General of

India, fcr gaining insight intc a number of srcblems of
general s ture which have bearing on the different as-
pects of the 1ives ~f the scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes cf the ccuntry. 1/
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“hece subcidiary studies are as follows

1. Shifting cultivatirn in fantal Parganas of Bihar
an? Gar~ Hills ~1 Assam.

2. rettern ~f Reravilitaticon of displaced tribals of
Rourvele.

3. q'“i’—fﬁﬂuomio crurvey ~f the Dcheduled areas of
4., Scoi. —economic develaonments amcng the hillmen of
N Last India.

g tructure zund cultural crientatiocn of
Christisne converted frorm schaeduled castes.

”
L]

)
o
l..l
.
D)

6. Treaditi-nal rights of scavenging as claimed by
scavengers 1n urbon arcas

7. Grouping of cates and tribes with reference to
“ccupaticn and inter-zr-oup and intra-grcoup
crrparative study ~n the basis i the Adata
available in earlier censuces. |

Q. Srcial mobility movements among the scheduled castes
=117 scheduled tribes. :

n the basis of each of the subsidiary #tudies |

indi zted abrve, a separate monogravh is under orepara =

icon. It ie 2lsc praoposed to prepare separate monocgraphs
~n & fou scheduled castes and scheduled tribes and ethnic
groups with special Stctua in each state. Besides, |
ethnogrenhie glroscarics arc proposed to be prepared in
resn>cet cf all scrheauled castes and scheduled tribes.,
For this purpnse about nne lakh refergnces have been
indexed, .

Tho present Report -~n tho Yawar, a Scheduled

Tribe in Madhya Pradcsh is cne of the monographs
nrcocsed te be brought out ny the .Census :rganisatione.
A fairly detail d investigaticn on the community was
undertaken by Shri H.C.Jain, investigator of the - ffice

of the Director of Ccasus peratinons, Madhya Pradesh
unter the guidance ¢f Shri U.K.Trivedi, Deputy Director.
“he draft Renort was prepared by Shri n.C.Jain. It was
finally e¢dited bv the Editorial Board .crnsisting of Shri
U.K.Trivedi, Treputy Directdr of Census perations,
hadhva Praﬁ(sh, Trri 4 .M.Kurup, Research fficer and
Rysel¢. :
B L take. this=s opgortunity to express my thanks to
all the collexgues whe colliabnorated in this project.

-/



shri Howeodarit, Investigator, whe 1s looking
after the compilation of infeoermaticn from published
ccurces 1in respoct of all scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes and cther special ethnic groups of
-ndia deserves mentirnme. '

Shri A.Mhitra, Registrar Generel of India for
1961 Census whrse farsighted initintive 1is regponcible
for sccial Investigaticns 1in a large number of filelds,
inciuling ethneography, deserves thanks of all students
cf Indclogy. I have bYbeen benefitted n-t only by his
inspiraticn, but als~ by his valuanle suggestions in
cronection with the ethnographic studies, as well as
thie cther studics, conductad by the Handicrafts and
S«cilal Studles Unilt.

The tradition built by Shri Mitra, has been
c ntinmed by Shri A.Chandra Sekhar, the present
Registrar General of Indiz. Under his guldance, the
ccope of the Scocial Studies by the Census organisation
has been furiher expanded. In spite of his other
prec-cupatioms, he has gone through the final drafts
~f the ethnographic notes and given a number of
valuable suggestions. I avail of this opportunity to
expreses my gratefulness to him.

B.K.Rcy Burman.



KAWAR

I. Name, Identity, Origin & History

- The name Kawar appears to be a corruption of the word
'Kauravas! and "The Kawars trace their origin from the
Kauravas of the Mahabharata, who were defeated by the Pandavas
at the great battle of Hastinapur. They say that only twc
pregnant women survived and fled to the hills of Central
India, where they took refuge in the house of a Rawat (grazier)
and a Dhobi (washerman) respectively, and the boy and girl
children who were born to them became the ancestors of the
Kawar tribe." (Russell and Firalal, 1916, Vol.III p. 382). "
Similarly Dalton remarks, "'Though they are much scattered and
the various divisions of tYe tribe hold little communication
with each other, they all tenaciously cling to one *tradition
of their origin, that theyv are the descendants of The
survivors of the sons of Iuru, called Kauravas of Fuaranas,
who when defeated by the Pandavas at the great battle of
Kurukshetra, and driven from Fastinapur, took refuge 1in the
hills of Central India." (Dalton, 1872, p. 132 of reprints
1950) .  On the other hand Nelson regards '"The name Is said to
be derived from the fact that the ancestors of the =ribe
fought on the side of the Xauravas against the Pandavas in the
great battle of Hastinapur." (Nelson, 1910; p.86). Probably on
account of this mythological belief, the Kawars used to keep
away from the Pando tribe in the past. The Kawars still
believe that they are the descendents of Kuru of llahabharat
and the Pandos are regarded as the descendants of the Pandavas.
No segregation is, howeve:, seen now,

The synonyms of this tribe, as given in the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Iists (Modification) Order, 1953,
are Kawar, Kanwar, Kaur, Cherwa, Rathia, Tanwar or Ghattri
and the tribe is schedulecd in Bastar, Chhindwara, Seoni
Mandla, Raigarh and Surguja districts, (2) Bailhar tahsil of
Balaghat district, (3) Betul and Bhainsdehi tahsils of Betul
district, (4) Bilaspur and Kathghora tahsils of Bilaspur
district, (5) Durg and Sarjari tahsils of Durg disirict,
(6) Murwara, Patan and Sihora tahsils of Jabalpur d¢istrict,
(7) Eoshangabad and Sohagrur tahsils of Hoshangabai district,
Narsimhapur district, (&) Farsud tahsil of East Nimar
(N Bindranawagarh, ﬁhamtari and Manasamund tahsils ot Raipur
district. 1In the éarlier Censuses, the tribe has been
referred to by the name Kawar which is the commonest name by
which they are known. Ruurell and Firalal regard the above
synonyms of Kawar of Modit cation Crder with the addition of
Kamalbanshi, Paikara, Dudbr-Kawar, Chantl and Rautiz as
endogamous éivision.- Synonyms o% the tribe as given in the
Modification Order are actually the sub-divisions c¢f the tribe
and are not the synonyms. In Bilaspur district the name is
pronounced with a nasal accent as 'Kanwar.! The word !'Kaur!
appears to be a corruption of the word 'Kawar'! and s a
sub-section of the tribe though this is the term by which

a2/
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Hewitt has peferred to them in his Settlement Report of Raepore
district. (Hewitt, 1869) J.W. Chisholm has described them
under 'Kuwar' in his Settlement Report of Belaspore district
(Chisholm, 1869). Nelson and Russell and Hiralal described
them under Kawar (MNelson, 1910 and Russell and FHiralal, Vol,
ITI, 1916). R B -

: _ Nothing much is known about the history.of the tribe
but it appears that the Kawars were trusted.soldiers, qf the
Faihaibanshi Chiefs of Ratanpur, as the following remark of
Hewitt shows:.- P ST e

o "I 'would be rather inclined to consider them &s imper-
- fect Rejpoots who setfled in early times among the hills of
the Vindhyan range, and so failed in becoming Findooised like
“other warlike immigrants. Probably they are of Turanian
origin, but are, I think, distinct from the Kolarian and
Dravidian races. Early documents extant at Ruttunpore- show
that they conguered the North-East o7 the Bilaspore District
from the Bhooyas, and there can be 1little or no_doubt. that
tte Chief cpunSeilor’and the most trusted followers, of the
Pyhybunsee Frinces were Kaurs., It was to 'Kaur chiefs that
they entrusted the hill fortresses of Belaspore on their
descent into the plains, while the azssistance rendered by the
Kaurs in the conguest of the south ol Raepore and Bustar was
rewarded by Tlarge grants of land whicr are still held by
their descendants in Dhumturry; the Coudurdeehee Zanmindar and
the Taloogdar of Bhooteedeeh being Both descendants . of these
‘colonists.™ - | ' ' D

| Similarly Charles Grant remarks, "Early documents
extant at Ratanpur show that they corciered the north-east of
Bilaspur district from Bhuyas; and there can be little or no
doubt that the chief counsellors and the most trusted followers
of the Haihai-Bansi princes were Karnwars." (Charles Crant
1870, p. 413-414)., | ’

1T Distribution and Population Trend

. The Kawars are included in the list of Scheduled Tribes
1nvMaharashtpa (2,915, 1951 population) in addition to Madhya

Pradesh (328.713, 1961 population).: 7Though the tribe 1s .
sgigduled inzMeléhat-tahsil of Amravatci district, Gadhchlroll
and Sironcha tahsils of Chanda district and Kelapar, Wanl and

" Yeotmal tahsils of Yeotmal district ir Maharashtra, the main
concentration is in' Chanda district (2,812). But in comparison
with Madhya Pradesh the numerical strength of Kawars ihn
Maharashtra is negligible:. In 1961 Census, out of the total
population of 328,713 (including ?he synonyms group), 86,3 ]
percent have been~returned'from:BllgSpur-dlvlslon;viz,58urgu3a
(92,132), Bilaspur (80,549), and Raigarh (121,763). 10.3 per-
cent havé been returned fronm Raipur division viz. -Durg(?,%BZ),
Raipur (25,201) and Bastar (455). Outside these two divisions
Kawars are found. in small numbers in Hoshangabad and Betul
districts of Bhopal division and Jabaipur, Mandla, Chhindwara,
Seoni and Balaghat districts of Jabalpur division. |



In view of the above distribution of the tribe the
following observations of Russell and Hiralal appear to be
appropriate,

"A primitive tribe living in the hills of the
Chhattisgarh district, north of Mahanadi. The hill country
comprised in the northern zamindari estates of Bilaspur and
the adjoining Feudatory States of Jashpur, Udaipur, Surgula,
Chang Bhakar and Korea is the home of the Kawars, and is
sometimes known after them as the Kamran." (Russell and
Firalal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 389).

The 1961 population of the tribe has been stated above
as a total of all synonyms for comparison with the figures of
the earlier Censuses. It may, however, be necessary to
mention here that these 1231 éensus figures relate to those
areas only where the tribe is Scheduled. In 1931 Census, the =«
total population of the tribe in the present districts o%
Madhya Fradesh was 281,781 out of which ©99.97 percent were
found in the districts of “he Bilaspur and Raipur divisions,
the former division having a little more than 80 percent of
the total number of the Kawvars. The remaining were found in
the Hoshangabad and Betul districts of Bhopal division anhd
Jabalpur, Chhindwara, Seoni and Sagar districts of Jabalpur
division. GComparison of these figures with those of the
State Scheduled Tribes porulation of 1931 is not possible as
ghis can not be worked out for the present state of Madhya

radesh. - '

The rise in the population of the tribe during the
last 30 years is only 16.¢% percent which is much less than
the general rise of tribal population of the State(72.6) in
that period., This low increase may be due to the fact that
Bilaspur, Durg and Raipur districts which have a considerable
pércentage of. the population of the tribe, are only partly
declared as Scheduled under Modification 6rder, 19558. For
the convenience of comparability, the population of the tribe
~as returned in 1931 (recacst on the basis of the Modification
Order, 1956) and in 1961, is shown in the statement below:-

~ S.No.J District {__Population_ Percentage ilncrease
: ] S % 1981'§ 19561 -~ or decrease :
1 X 2 3 Y Ta Ty T T8 —
1 Hoshangabad 4 e - S
2 Betul | 7 35 - |
3 Sagar 1 - - -
4 Jabalpur .36 S —
5 Mandla - -2 . 83 -
6 Chhindwara _ 31 -9 -
7 - Seoni ‘ 18 8 o -
8 Balaghat - - 20 - -
9 Surguja 48,389 92,132 + 90.39

00004/"" Y
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10 Bilaspur 74 . 412 80,549 + R.24

11 Raigarh 102,410 121,763 + 18.88

12 Dureg 24181 7.432 - 025,36

13 Raipur 31,973 26,201 - 22,79

14 =~ Bastar 319 455 : -

15  Rewa 3,034 % - o
Potal 281,781 328,713 + 15,69

- — S o s
o - -— o~ - e e e A A A o T o e S p— LAb T e S e e G N S o i Ge R T gy GES e m S -

The table above shows that the population of .
Hoshangabad, Betul, Sagar, Jabalpur, Mandla, Cphin@waya,Seonl,
Balaghat and Bastar districts is negligible while it is con-
centrated in the Chhattisgarh districts. The rise of 90.39
percent in Surguja district is substantially more than the
reneral rise of the tribal population of the State in the
last 30 years. Radaigarh district however, could not reveal
the same proportion of increase in the population. This may
be due to the high increase in adjacent district of Surguja
where the tribe may have immigrated from Raigarh district.
The low increase in Bilaspur district and decrease in Durg
and Ralpur districts is also due to the fact that these
c¢istricts are partly declared as scheduled under Modification
Order, 1956.

In 1931, the return of Kawars from Rewa was 3,934 but
the tribe is not scheduled in erstwhile Vindhya Pradesh region
now and as such the population of the tribe in 1981 in Rewa
and other districts of erstwhile Vindbhya Pradesh region is
unascertainable. ' : o

Population variation of the Kawars during the last S0
years 1s shown in the statement below (recast on the basis of
the present constitution of the State).

Year Fopulation Difference % Difference
1901 | 111,717, | - -
1911 226,993 113,276 99,51.
. 1921 238 . 502 11,509 5.11
1931 281,781 43,179 18.09
y 1961 328,713 46,932 16.69

T e e BRS e She s GE B e mme e et SR e W e e AR Mk g g T g U G W e R M G e T e M . A mms G = v e me

These figures are taken from previous Censuses. In

1941 ard 1951 Censuses separate figures for each tribe were
not sorted out,

-~ - -
o - - TN O R S b M me v e et Mmoo e S e e e e - G A e = S b e Y e — v o —_— e o —

Notes: -~ * This figure of 3,934 of Rewa has not been included
in the.tgtal of 1231 population for feasability of
comparision with 1961 figures as the tribe is not

i scheduled in Rewa district as per Schedulec Castes
and Scheduled Tribes Lists (Modification)Order,1955,

ce-..5/-
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Sex-wise rural-urbsn distribution of different

synonymous group of the t:ibe in 1991 Census is as below: -

Synonymous 1 Rural -
group__ X Urban Y Tcual
Kawar Rural -
Urban -
Kanwar Rural 302.072
Urban -
Kaur Rural 21
Ur ban 208
Cherwa Rural 23,954
Urban -
Rathia Rurai. 196
Urban -
Tanwar Rural 1.472
Urban -
Chattri : Rﬁral -
Urban -
Total Rural 32:n715*
Urban 298

_Male ___

e e e

Porulation_ _

—_——

149,333

———

18
573

12,218

—-——

196

895

© . e

- —a

573

152,739

-

-3
425
11,736

165,125

a25

———— s+ o Attt e~ ety

_Y__Temale

- e . — e

e e A e W T e TR g B i S eme S T e o et G- v e e

162,590

e i T e G T e GRS MR g e WD G e G S e S W S M an e i aan T eSS GHD et R pm g Gmm IR RS G e G6S GAp Gpm e TS S GUe G Vv A gee GOSN g D G S0° o e e

Significant point in the _
population -of Rathia group is returned as male.

above table is that the total

are returned from this grcup in 1251 Census.

returned from: Bllaspur dic trict only.

Sexwlse age groups of the

The sex ratio i.e..
is 1 ,019 as against the

o - 14

15 - 44

45 +
Age not
stated

Total

N

trlbe is as below: -

Male
62,852
73,970
26,283

58

o m e W - e =

Female

60,450

76,207
28,801
52

- w— =S R o

—— e e @ o e

number of females per 1
tate sex-ratio of tribes

No females
These are

000 males
11,002).

Tt 1s usually observed that among the tribes the sex- ratlo is

quite high and as such this needs no comments.,
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IIT. Physical Characteristics

As regards racial stock of Kawars, Hewitt and Charles
Crant say that probably they are of Turanian origiln, butitsey
seem to be distinct from Kolarian and Dravidian races. Dalton
inrtroduced Kawar as dark, coarse featured, broad nosed, wide

; . X t
mouthed and thick lipped TaCe cececoeeo . dec1d§d1y ugly bu
are taller. (Dalton Notes of a tour in the Trlbuﬁary Mahals.
Journal, Asiatic Society, Bengal). Russell and Hiralal are

not definite about their affinity and remark, 'It is probable
that they belong to the Dravidian tribal family' (Russell and
Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p. 3920).

IV. Family, Glan, Kinship and other analogous divisions

Kawar family is a partrilocal one with patronymic
designations. After marriage the woman goes to live with
the husband and acquires husband's 'got'. They have however,
a custom of keeping ghardamda or ghariiah. In case of a
man having no sons, he invites his son-in-law to live in his
house as a member of the family and after his death, the
son-in-law inherits his property. The son-in-law is also
asked to live with the family of father-in-law having sons
in case he has no property or source of income, and the .
father-in-law has sufficient land to cultivate., In such
cases, the son-in-law is gilven some land to earn his liveli-
hoo~d and is separated from the family, after some time.

. Joint family system which is common-in neighbouring
Hindus, 1s prevalent amongst the Kawars. Brothers, their
families and the parents generally form a joint family.
Common worship, a common house, with separate apartments for
each married member of the family and common property are
the factors governing the joint family of the Kawars. The
head of the family (senior most male member) has an absolute
authority overother members. He alone can perform the o
worship while the others simply observe and the next senior
tries to learn the procedure of worship for use in future

if required., The right of worship automatically vests on
the next senior male member of the family in case of the
death of the head . of family.

A1l the members of the family hold the land in common.
The produce goes to common granery and the resources are
pooled. The defects of the modern Hindu societies are getting
way amongst the Kawar also. Everything of the family being a

Joint property some married couples of the family have their
own separate hearths,. - '

. Kawars observe ordinary FHindu rules of inheritance.
Inheritance and reckoning of lineage is along the male line.
After the death of father, property is divided equally among
the sons. The eldest son, however, gets something over and
above his own share, which is generally worth one anna in a
rupee as they put it, In other words 1/16th share of the
property is first kept aside and the remaining is divided

eveed?/~
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equally among all the claimants. This 1/16th share is then
given to the eldest son in addition to his own share. This
is known as tikayati or Jjithai and is given to him in lieu
of his services required for bringing up the younger ones
and looking after the family affairs. Married or unmarried
daughters have no share in the father's propsrty. 1In the
past, there was, however, no system of division of family
property during the 1life time of the father and a son
claiming partition was only given a pair of bullocks for
agricultural operations. He was allowed to work on a common
field and given a share in produce.  This practice is not in
vogue now. If one or more claimants ask for a division, the
property is divided equally among the sons and the father,
The father may live with the remaining sons but after his
death, his share is equally divided among all the sons. The
expenditure on his last rites are, however, deducted from
his share and given to the persons who perform the last
rites. In case the mother survives the father, the share
remains with the son who loocks after her. It is only after
her death that this share is divided equally among all the
sons. Deductions of the expenditure on the last rites of
mother are, however, made before the division.

Adoption is prevalent among the Kawars and the
adopted son has full rights of inheritance. After the
division, the right of performance of worships automatically
vests in the head of each individual family as each such
family constructs his own house separately and keeps the
deities in it, :

" The tribe is divided into 8 endogamous sub-divisions
which are Tanwar, Paikhara, Kamalbansi, Dudh-kawar, Rathia,
Ratuia, Cherwa and Chanti,

The zamindar group of the tribte call themselves as
Tanwar. Practically ithe whole of this group 1s confined to
the Bilaspur district. They dissociate themselves from the
name Kawar or Kanwar. They have agttempted social elevation
by using sacred-thread, prohibiting widow-marriage and
restricting the eating of fowls and drinking of liquor.
This group is also known, as Umrao. The Kawars of Surguja
‘district call this group as Badela. As early as, 1868,
Chisholm has written about them, "it is an eminent weakness
among the heads of all aboriginal races, when they come to
occupy a good position and are powerful, that owing to the
crafty teaching of the brahmins, they soon become fired with
an ambition to link their lineage with the great military
caste of the Windoos. So it is that the upper crust among
the Kuwurs would fain pass as Rajpoots, and having imbibed
all the sacredness which is supposed to attend an assumption
of the thread worn by the twice-born, they call themselves,
"Tuwurs," "Raj-kuwars," "Kuwar-bunsees" and soforth"
(Chisholm 1859, p. 54). Fe states further, "Those who are
now sociaily elevated, will not recognise the poorer and
wilder portions of the tribe as brother caste-man at all."
(Chisholm, 1862, p. 55). Russell and Hiralal states, -
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"The Tanwar group, also known as Umrao, is that to which the
zamindars belong and they now claim to be Tamora Rajputs,

and wear the sacred-thread........ but they have not induced
Brahnins to take water from them or Rajpoots to accept their
daughters in marriage." (Russell and Firalal, 1916, Vol.IIlI,
p. 390). There is, however, a case of receiving a daughter
of a Rajput by one Kanwar chief., Charls CGrant states, -
"hey have always made a claim, though in half hearted way,
to be considered as Rajputs connected with the Tuar tribe

of the Nporth-West, and their claim has certainly been
recognised in one instance, as the first Kanwar Chief of
Narra received his estate as a dowry with the daughter of
the Rajput Chief of Khariar." (Charles Crant, 1870,p.413-414).

The Paikharas, the biggest sub-division of the tribe
who comprise of three-fourth of the total population of the
tribe derive their name from the word paik meaning foot-
soldiers (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p. 390)e. and
formerly these were employed as the mercanaries by the
Haihaibansi chiefs of Ratanpur in the Bilaspur district.
They still worship a two-edgedsword known as Jhagra-khand
or 'the sword of strike' on the day of the Dashera festival.

The Kamalbansi or the descendents of the 'Lotus' are
considered to be the oldest division of the tribe as 'kamal'
(lotus) is considered as root of 2ll things on account of
the belief that Brahma, the creator of the Universe, was
himself born from this flower. In Bilaspur distric%, the
Kamalbansi are considered in rank next to.the Tanwars.

Colonel Dalton states, the term 'Dudh' or milk Kawar
has the significance of 'Cream of the Kawars' and has
considered this sub-division to be the highest. (Dalton,1872).

The Rathias are a teritorial group being immigrants
from Rath, a wild tract of Raigarh district. The total
population of the Kawars returning themselves as Rathias in
the 1951 Census is 196, all of whom are males.:

The Rautias are in all probability of mixed origin
born of Kawar fathers and Rawat (Ahir) mothers. Even now
Rawat girls are taken into tribal fold and the children born
of them become legitimate members of the tribe.

The Cherwas are again a hybrid group of Kawars born
from the union of Kawar girls with members of the Chero
tribe of Chhota Nagpur.

The Chanti group is named after ant and the sub-

division is considered to rank lowest in the hierarchy of
the tribe. _

of thg 8 groups named ébove, it is only the members
of the Chgntl, Cherwa and Rautia group who rear pigs and
due to this are possibly considered lowest in the tribe.

ce 9/~
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These endogamous groups described above are further
sub-divided into a number of exogamous septs (gots), which
are generally totemistic in nature. The term used by the
Paikhara Kawars of Surguja district is goti. In the
settlement Report, Chisholm, has given the names of 20 'Gots'
though he writes %hat there were more than hundred such gotes.
The exogamous septs or gots, mentioned by Chisholm are given

belows -
Name of gote

Dooth Koura
Dhungurh

Tillasee or Tuwar
Sandil or Surwaya
Koour

Kothse

Korwar

Munkhia

Sonwanee

Bugwa.

-Durpun

Chowur

Moorhee

Manjee

Tata

Ghoosoo

Pykra

Chote

Thasra

Ruthia

Chisholm includes come of the endogamous groups also
as gotes e.g., Tuwur, Pykra and Ruthia. These, as stated
earlier, are endogamous groups and not gotes. Some 117 spet
names are mentioned to have been recorded by Russell and
Hiralal who considered that there were many more than these,
A list of selected names given by Russell and Firalal

(Vol. III, p. 392) is as below: -

Andil o e Born from an egg
Bagh «ooe Tiger

Bichhi oo Scorpion

Bilwa co Cat

Bokra .o Goat

Chandrama ‘o Moon

Chanwar .o A whisk

Chita o oo Leopard

Chuva . e A well

Champa .o A sweet-scented flower
Dehnkil coe A pounding-lever
Darpan .o A mirror

Gobira ceo A dung insect
Hundrsa oo A wolf

Janta cee CGrinding mill
Kothi .o A store houss
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ceos A leaf umbrella
S pars o A wild dog
Mama ce o Maternal uncle
Mahadeo .o The deity
Tunmutaria ces - A pocket of salt
Sendur cese Vermillion
Sﬁg_“" e A parrot
Telasi coe Oily
Thanth _murra cee Pressed in sugarcane press
The exogamous septs of Paikhara Kawars of Surguja
district ares-
Baghni .o Tigress
Bhanlarg . e Wanderer of the forest
Bailchor . Oxen thief
Benhel .o A bird
Bhainsag coe Buffalo
Bilchhi coe Scorpion
Bllwa cea Cat
Bokra ceo Goat
Chakka e Wheel
Dhains .o Steam of a water-plant
Hundra ce Wolf
Jhanp .o Basket
Kainth oo Man with ink-pot and pen
Koriya e A sept of Rathia
Mahavir coe The deity
Mitova .o Not known
Mungel oo Coral
Rankankan .o One who runs away from
the battle
Singar .o ot known
Sikta ceo Fox

In-the Paikhara sub-division, an image of the totem
is made by the bridegroom at the time of marriage and this
iIs shown to the family of the bride. This image is made of
flour and baked in oil. The meaning of this custom is
possibly to represent his pedigree and to prove his
legitimacy. The bride similarly prepares an image of the
totem plant or animal of the father's family and shows it
to the bridegroom and the members of his party. - In this
regard they relate a story. "Once there lived a couple
who had a son and a cat. The cat was as dear to them as
their son. The cat used to remain always with one or the
other family member. They arranged the marriage of their
son and erected a madwa for marriage ceremonies. During
the rituals of marriage this cat remained below the madwa
despite repeated efforts to remove it from there. - It used
to follow either the groom or the parents, Beitng tired of
this, they put a basket over it so that it could not move.
Since then there is a custom of making an image of a cat
at the time of any marriage of any person of Bilwa got and
keeping it in madwa." It may possibly be that from that
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time this family may have acquired Bilwa got and this

custom is still prevalent in the families of Bilwg got.
Apart from this no other worship of the totem plant or
animal is performed in XKawars. In some cases new got

names have been formed by a conjunction of the names of two
others such as Bagh-Daharia, Gauria-Sonwani and so on. A1l -
these septs are exogamous.

v. Dwelling, Dress, ¥Food, Ornaments and other Material
oblijectss -

Dwellings

The villages in which Kawars reside are now mostly
malti-ethnic villages. These villages are generally
situated on plains. Thre settlement pattern is linear. When
the Kawars live with other castes and tribes, separate
‘cluster of Kawar houses is usually seen, though this is not
always the case. The Kawars do not, however, allow in ahy
case, the Chamars or Craons to settie in their neighbourhood,
because both these communities are considered lower in
social and economic status by Kawars.

About the dwellings of Kawars, Dalton writes, "I have
always found them a well-to-do, clean, industrious people,
living in comfortable, carefully constructed and healthily-
kept houses and well-dressed. The houses are built like
bungalows with verandahs, and there is one to each married
member of the family, and they are placed to form a court-
yard of family arartments which is kept scrupulously clean,.
(Dalton, 31872, p. 138).

"

The hcuses are qmore or lecs of the same pattern with
a court-yard in the centre surrounded by thres or fcur rooms
as observed hy Dalton. The houses are rectangular in shape
but there is no particular design for keeping the frontage
of the house in any particular direction. And this is not
‘possible also as the most common practice is to keep the
front door on the lane or street on which the house is
situateda. The 'room of Cods' and kitchen are usually kept
side by side inside the house and the door of 'rcom of Gods?
invariabiy faces north. The explanation for keeping the
doors of tThis room to north is only that the sacred river
the Canges flows in north and the south is regarded as
in-auspicious, This room of the GCod is constructed first
which is alwayvs a bigger one and only after that the kitchen
and other rooms are constructed. There is no reservation of
any particular rcom for menstrating women of the household
in Rajpur and Parsa villages of Ambikapur tahsil of Surguja
district. One Chief of Kawar Panchayat also informed that
no room is reserved for such occasions. They may Jlive in
any verandah during tvhe period it the entry into the 'room
of Cods' and kitchen is strictly prohibited. The entry
into these is 2lso restricted to the members of the house-
hold and even the married daughter can not enter these rooms.

Garbage is also strictly prohibited to be kept in the
'room of Gods.'!
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The produce is stored by constructing a kothi in
+he 'room of Gods' which is the higgest room in the house.

A portion of a verandah is used for keeping water
vessels and is used as bathroom also. There is no planned
drainage in these houses. Only a passage in a wall is made
to pass the water to the bari which is a common feature
behind the Kawar house. A mud wall is generally stretched
along the bari to prevent the distruction of the produce
from cattle. Dhenki is another special feature inside a
Kawar house. It is always fixed somewhere in the verandah.
Cattle are kept in a shed constructed just close to the
front-door so that they may go out and come back without
any disturbance to the family. As in any other village of
the region, latrines are alsoc hot prcvided 1in Kawar houses.:
RBoth males and females go to the nearby fields for
defecation. The fields thus serve as public latrines.
Children use the barl or the open space behind the house.
Women generally take water with them while going to ease
themselves but the men go to the tanks or nearby nala.

Wells have platforms surrounding them. People take
bath at these wells and also wash their clothes beating
them on the platform allowing the dirty water to flow back
into it. Twirgs and leaves from surrounding trees also
fall into the well, which is never cleaned though the
twigs and leaves decay into it. Disinfectants such as
potassium permanganate or calcium are not used to clean
the water of the wells, with the result that mosquitoes
and other germs flourish in and around the wells. The
water is never filtered when used for drinking and
cooking purposes. The source of water both for drinking
and other uses 1is a well. The water of nearby nala or
river is also used for these purposes. Windows and
ventilators also do not find any place in any Kawar
houses which is generally the practice all throughout
the region. ' '

The walls are usually made of mud in which husk
of Kodon is mixed to impart it some consistency and
plastered by black clay. In the absence of Kodon husk,
paddy husk is also used, though not popular, and is said
to be inferior in qualiéy to Kodon husk. The rafters and
beams are usually of Harra (Terminaglis chebula) wood and
inter-woven with bamboo splits. Door panes are also made
of Harra wood, Tiles made locally are used for rocfing.

Before constructing a house, it is invariably
observed whether the plcot is haunted by any spirit or not.
This cbservation is done by cne of the folleoewing methodss: -

1. On the selected plot and particularly at the place
where the room of Gods is to be gonstructedz an axe Esa
struck in the evening. The next morning it is seen '
whe?her the axe is in the same pesiticn or neot. TIf the
positinon of the axe is disturbed in any way, the plot
will neot be used for construction of the hoﬁse.
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2 A small plt is dug on the selected plct and water
is filled in it. The movement of water in that pit is
watched. If it moves clockwise, the plot is supposed to
be auspicious otherwilise it is abandcned.

No other ceremony is performed before the const-
ruction of the house. The house is always constructed in
off-seascn i.e. April-May and almost the whole work
pertaining to construction is done by the family members.
Assistance from the co-tribal families is, hcwever.
entertained. The labourers are not engaged. Even the
work oI a carpenter is done by pecple themselves.

) Fifth, seventh and ninth of the month acccrding to
Hindu Calendar are supposed to be auspicicus dates for

entering into a new house. On this day the services of a
Brahmin are not requisitioned. The head of the family
performes the puja. The éexpenditure of this puja varies
accerding to the resources of the family. It ranges from
only dkup, Jaggery and a coconut to the sacrifice of a
goat. If a gecat is sacrified at this ceremony, it will
invariably be white or red in cclour. For this colour
specification they have no explanaticn. The prasad of
this puja is, however, distributed among the pecple of
the same sep%.

Dress

Russell and Hiralal remark, "The dress of the
Kawars presents nc special leatures calling fcor remark.
(Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p. 401). ?u“.Doshpande
has the Tollowing to say ﬂn their dn ress, ‘The adult men
wear cdhoti covering the body frcem thie waist to about the
knees, They do not generally expose the buttooks. The
2d1lt women wear sarees like Uraon women with the aiff-
erence that the portion of cloth tied round the waist is
not disproporcionately small. The married wcmen gonerally
cover thelir head while the unmarried young girls kcep
their heads bare " (Deshpande, Tribes of India, 1930,
P. 113). There is nothing worth remarking about tne
drese 2I males and they put on the same dress as is common
in the arca. The women have taken to wearing blouse known
as Shula and bandi. At the time of marriage, the dress
of a hrldcg“oom consists of a dhoti, Kurta and white Jjama.
He 2lso wears new shoes, A head gear termeqd locally as
mour is 21so used. Yellow ugda (6 vards sari), a blouse
of any colour and a patmouri (head gear) are the require-
mcents for a bride. She does not wear shoes at this
occasion. Mour and patmouri are prepared from chind
leaves and the mali prepares them. The cost of these
varies according to the paying capacity of the purchaser.
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' ' i
e censrally costs from Rs.1.00 to Rs.5,00 and patmour
i%ﬁ? %.O.SOLagd Rs.2.00. Clean clothes are worn at the
ocessicn of any puja. There is nothing particular in the
arcss oif a priest.

Vinamnents

i3

"Women wear pewter ornaments on the feet and silver
~nr pewber wings on the neck, They decorate the ears with
silver pentants, vut as a rule do not wear nose-rings."
(Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol. III, p. 401). Ornaments
wern by the famales in the ears are known as tarki and
Shinwa. Helxe and hansli are the ornaments of the neck.
Faika in a accklace of silver imitation rupees beaded in a
Trrezd and sometimes actual rupees are also used. In the
middile of ihls rezklece, a heart-shaped piece of silver-is
put. Batem io just a variant of halka and in this four-
annas (25 palse) coins are used in place of rupees.

Fansglli is the sclid ring of silver worn round the neck.
Crnaacrnts ¢ the wrist are the choora and ainthi and those
of the legs ars linds and chutki. A kanta of brass or gold
(an ornament in the form of a pin) is worn in nose. The
use ~f nosv-ring is still prohibited but they have no
reascn to zocount for this.8mall gold rings are worn by
men witn btellter means.

)

nersoral c=2zcorasticon

o o

Tat*ccing is considered to be an important piece of
crnemrent o the female body, and it is believed that a
woman rould net he entitled to go to heaven unless she gets
hersaif taciooed just after marriage. It is also sald that
vhese zare only ornaments which go with the body after the
deach a5 the exvenditure once incurred over the tattoolng
c-ninot wve reoccuped by sale or mortgage as in the case of
sther crnaerts of any metal. And also after death the
totteooing marcks cannct be taken out from the body and as
such trey s wave g2 with the body of the female. Unmarried
girle also 2T themselves tattooed but the designs for
tonerm are difverent., They get the tattooing done only on
trie 270 vhich is known as tipa. Marriecd women get
themzselves tattcosd on the arms, neck and legs., Russell
and Hiralal'e remark, "Women are tattooed on the breast
with a figure of Krishna, " (Russell and Hiralal, 1916,
Vel., TT1, . 401) is not found te be in vogue now. :
Common desipas 27e those of flowers, leaves and scme
gecreuvrical Iforms; rname is usually not got tattooed.

S
&

1 ) iattpoimg i1s got done from the professional tattooers
who visit the w7lllages and halt there. These professional
tattocers assert themselves as belonging to the Badi caste

LAt arz ir 211 vrebability members of the Dewar caste. The
women among tiharm perform the operations of tattooing.

ce.sl5/-



- 15 -

The charg@s'vary accorcidg to the labour involved in
tattooing. «1.00 is, however, invariably the charges
for tatt001ng a tlpa on the face cof a unmarried girl.

Hair cutting of both children and grewn ups 1is
done by the .persons of barber caste on payment of charges.
Thegse charges are paid annually @ 5 tambil (10 seers) per
adult male and 2 tambl (4 seers) per child, The charges
cover hair-cutting and shaving both, o

Food_éﬁd_gzlﬁk

Rice is the staple food of the tribe and at least
three preparations are made cut of it, viz., bhat (rice
cooked in the crdinary way) nej (gruei) and basi (cooked
rice soaked in water and allowed to remain for the night
and eeten on the next day) Kodon and infericr millets arec
also eaten by the tribe. Pulses and vegetables are eaten
only cccasicnally. The peorer section alsc cats flowers
of the 8al trce mixed with mahua. Szl is locally known
as sakhua. In order to remove thelr bitterness jn taste
these flowers are required to be beiled 3 to 5 times.
After each boiling operation, these are washed in cclad

water. During the days of scarcity, this is the cnly fo-
~f the common men.

<

The tribe 1s non-vegetarian by habit and the Kawars
eat goat and fowl and alsc other jungle animals that they
kill. Russell and Hiralal write, "The Kawar cat flesh,
fowls and pork, but abjures becf, crocodiles, mcnkeys and
reptiles. From birds he selects “the parrot éove, rigeon,
quail and rartricdge as fit for food. The h{gher sub-
tribes have now given ur eating pork and the Tanwars:
abstain frem fowls alsc., "(Russell and Hiralal, 1916,
Tcl1.I1TI, p. 402). Sinmilarly Deshpande, R.K. writes,

"The K=o Wars are meat-eaters, Excert the Rathias, the
other two classes (Dodhari Kawar ané Paikhara Kawar) &o
not eat pork," (Tribes of India, 1950, p. 114). The
Pailthara Kawars of Surgujs district ¢n» ‘nnt eat pork and
alse abjures parrnt, owl and rigeon at these days. Meat of
animals l1ike éccrs anﬂ sambhars and fish is als< preserved
after cdrying it and mixing salt. The tribe dres nnt eat
snakes of any kind as scome cof the jungle tribes dc,

Use of liquor is fairly commen in the tribe and is
a necessary item in all the festive ceremmnies. Besides
the use «f local cdistillery. llquor they prepare rice
liguor which is a must at the marrlage and death cersemonies,
The loeal rreparation of the rice¢ liquor is as belows -

n 2o big earthen pot water is put for beiling. As
scon os this water reaches the boiling lent 3 L@mbls
(nezrly 8 Kgs.) «f usna (rer boiled) rice is thbn mixed
in it. When the rice is corksé, the pct is taken down from



- 16 -

the hearth and the rice is spread over a place on the
ground already cleaned for the purpose. The roots of

(1) Khadhar, (2) Kunka,(3) Kumhada (Pumpkin), (4) Tendu
(Digspyvrostomentosa)l, {5) Ber (Zizyphus jujuba),

(6) Chidchida (Snake-gourd), (7) leaves of Jack-tree,

(8) black cumin seeds, (9) bark of lodh (Symploco
racemoza) , (10) Bansrikanda, (11) Irila Kanda,(12)Jurbala,
(13) Teiraji, (14) Bheoliral, 215) Kamarladia, (16)RPatalmuni,
(17) Patalkumhadas, (18) Banmunga,(19) Cheelho and

(20) Jhumkakanda are reduced toc powder and this powder

is divided intc 48 parts, A1l these parts of this powder
are then tied separately in the straw of paddy which are
known as ranogoti. These rancgeti are then spread over
the cooked rice. When it gets cccl, the rice along with
these 48 rancgetil is again put in the earthen peot. No
water is ncw added in the abnve mixture and the mouth

nf the rot is sealed firmly with clay. This is then
kept for a pericd of & or 6 days. During this reriod
all the rice will be fused and the liguid thus prepared
is taken out of the pot. The remains of the abcve
medicines are kept aside and the liquid is drunk with
water. This is known as handiareehs.

Other intoxicants 1like bhang and ganja are dlso
in usé. Bhang leaves with the seeds of cucumber, black
peprer, aniseeds are made in to a paste and in that
milk and sugar are mixed and drunk. Bhang leaves are
also some times mixed with tobaccc and smoked in
chilam. Ganja is smoked in chilam. Tobacco is veary
commonly used 1n smoking and the Kawars smoke it
either in eathern pipe called c¢chilam or in the leaf-pipe
called chongi.

HBguipments

Nagar, Kurri, and Pata are the three main agricul-
tural equipments of the Kawars and are the same as used:-
in the region. Nagsr is a ploughing implement and is
made of woocd available in the nearby forest viz., Sala
(Terminalia tomentcsa) and saral (Shereo robusta). This
consists of a long wood shaft and a curved wonden stru-
cture, The lower end of the curved structure is bent
inward and to it an iron blade known as loha is fixed.
The whole of the structure of the nagar except the iron
blade is made by the Kawars themselves. The services
cf a carpenter are not utilized. The iron blade is,
hocwever, obtained from the blacksmith. Xurri is used
for throwing the soil from one place to another for
levelling, It is a wo~den implement and has a flat broad
rortlion at cne end and a long handle at the other. Pabag
1s an implement used for breaking the clods. It is also
used when there 1s excessive rains and the fields are
not suited for sowing. In such a case pata is used on
and again and the field becomes swampy resulting in
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quicker evaporation of excess water. Tris censists of a
flat wooden beam in which two long woode - poles are fixed
converging at the opposite end. Kurri and pata are
prepared by the Kawars themselves from the wood avalilable.
in forests. Jua (Yoke) is invariably fixed in all the
above implements. Bullocks or buffaloes are used for
drawing thecse implements. Besides the above, kedi(shovel),
kudari(pik-axe) tangi(axe) and hansua (sickle) are the
other agricultural implements. Jhalgi (Hindit Kawar)is
used for transferring earth to the fields and sirhi is
used for transferring the crops from field to the
khalihan (threshing ground). The carts are not used for
this purpose. The sirhi is made of bamboo wond resembling
a kawar. Bow and arrow are used for hunting and the net
is used for fishing. There is nothing in particular as
regards househcld equipments. The articles of necessity
viz., bucket, thalil, katori, glass and earthen vessels
are rurchased from {ocal market. They have no equipments
of their own for recording time and space. Bih (before
sun rise), Satdhari (after sun rise), Dgpahar (Midday) ,
Berdhsrkna (after 4 P.M.) Sam (evening), Bivanijun

(7-8 P.M.), Adirat (MianighT) and Bhinsar (4 A.M.) are
the terms used by the Kawars for some specific timings.
Distances are expressed in term of kos (2 miles) while
shorter distances are measured by hath (1% feet). Grain
is measured by tambi (2 seers). -

VI. Environmental Sanitation, hvgienic habits,
diseases and treatment

Bnvironmental sanitatlion

The houses are kept absclutely neat and tidy by a
regular washing of cattle-dung and clay. The women take
great pains in regularly washing the inside and outside
of the house. The floor too is regularly washed with
cattle dung. This practice is, however, not characteri-
stic of this tribe onlys; it may be said to be a chara-
cteristic of the cehtire raricn. Tha »»riimn of road or
lane in front of the hcuse is also swept regularly. Nearby
fields are used for attending the call of nature and as
such the guestion of disposal of night soil dces not arise.
Kawars being agriculturists, cattle are found in each
household and garbage is never thrown out but is given to
the cattle to eat.

Hygienic Habits

Kawars both males and females take bath daily. It
may be on a well or nhearby nala or river, While bathing
the_bogy is rubbed and cleaned thoroughly. There is no
hesitation among women in cleaning any part of the body
despite the bathing place being in open. The bath is
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taken in »open as if it is being taken in a closed bathroom.
At times women take bath inside the house also. The use

~f bathing soap is uncommon and a black clay known as ]
mir misini mati (hair cleaning earth.) is used for cleaning
the hair both by men and women, Sometimes, as afte? the.
menstruaticn periocd, the women may also cleansg their hair
with washing soda. A pilece of stone or brick is used to.
clean ankles and soles cf feet. The teeth are cleaned W}th
the twig (datoun) preferably of sakhua tree. This cleaning
is done just before taking a bath and not necessarily in
the morning. The superflous hair of arm-pit cf men are
shaved by the barber. The arm-pits of women are also )
apsolutely clean always. The method employed for removing
+hese hair is to take warm ash “rom the hearth and rub it
thoroughly in the region and then extract the hair.

The hair is combed with kakal and wcmen may help one
ancther in ccmbing. The use of any cosmetics is not pre-
valent among the Kawars. Generally men do not apply o©il
cn their hair.

Washing scap is not used for washing the clothes.
“Wood ash is commeonly applied for washing the dirty
clethes,  This ash is first boiled in water and then
the c¢lcthes are dipped in it. After sometime they are
washed either at well or in river water. Similarly
utensils are cleaned with the ash of paddy husk and at
Simz2s with clay.

Kawars rarely goc to an allepathic or ayurvedic
cispensary Tor treatment and depend firstly on their own
indigenous medicines and herbs for curing ordinary ailments,
and secondly. the Balga, the medicineman is called for
chad-phconk (drive away the evil spirit). He .is suprosed
T2 be an expert in remsving the affliction of fevil-eye'.
sura-ghotna is a totka used for removing the effects of
evil sypiric. Two handful of rice are kept in a winnowing
Tanl. The winnowing fan is taken in the left hand and by
tihe »Ther nand the rice is set in meotion in front «f the
rerson supraosed to be affected by evil spirit. During
the wholc process songs of three types are sung by the
witch dector.,  First jhatka ( a threat) is sung, after
that hankni (t2 drive away) is sung and the last one is
a song whicn in fact is in the praise of the evil spirit
anc tvhe promises of offering are made in this song.

After the cure, the witch doctor is given the articles
promised for offerings on the place of the spirit.
Cenerally a coconut, vermillion, a cock cor a he goat are

~2rfered. The baiga also knows the use cof some indigenous
nedlcines.,
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The causes of diseases are not known to the Kawars
and they also do not interpret the cause of any dlsease
excaept the cholera and small pox which are supprosed to be
caused by goddess Kalika Mail or as a result of the
mlséeeds of the witches.

The prescriptions for scme of the common ailments
ares -

Hurt and Wound
1. Mustard oil 1s rubbed,

2, 0il of goh (lizard) is extracted and rubbed.
If the wound has became septic, cotton soaked
in mastard oil 1s placed over the wound. This

is termed locally as potni bandhng.
Fever
Malaris

Kncwn as Jjar. This is treated by gilving decoction
of kari-jiri and root of ber tree.

Intermittent fever -

The roots of plpal, _gg_ug and one more tree are
extracted from some place which i1s clircumumbulated five
times by the person affected by this fever. After that
these roots are boiled in water and the decoction is
given as medicine. This circumumbulation is known as Jjar
bandhnag. ' ' '

Head-ache (Mur ggkﬁgn)
Motha kaznda is ground and the paste 1is arrlied.

Lar trouble

The jJuice of the leaves of pipal is extracted and
put on fire. When 1t becomes hot, 1t is put into the ears.

Eye—trouble

The'milk of ramrendi is applied to the eyes.

Skin deseases v1z., pimple, an ulcer, or abseess etc.

' The liquid 1ike gum 1is extracted from the stems of
sakhug tree in which mustard oil is mixed. This becomes
1ike a paste and applied to the spot. The disease 1is
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11y known as kandai ( a pimple) and rot-kandai
%Sigeryor abscess) . For suppuration of the ulcer or

bscess. the excreta of rats and garlic are ground and
iixed with ghee. This paste 1ls applied. After the.
suppuration of the ulcer or abscess, cotton soaked into
mus¥ard 0il is placed over it,

Vomiting

A thread is taken out from the stem of andi trge
and five or seven knots are tied in it. This thread is
then tied on the neck,

Stomach gche

Ash from the hearth is taken and put on the
umbilicus.

Loose motions (pet—jhgrgays)

Rice is prepared and cold water is poured seven.
times over it. The water is separated after that and
salt is mixed in that rice. Only five morsels are given
to eat to the patient and cold water is also given to
drink immediately after taking that rice. '

Dysentery (aonpet)

The seeds of lakada tree are taken out from its
fruits and given to the patient.

Tooth-ache

The gum of sgsakhug is put over the tooth and
fermented. '

Cold and Cough

Hot water of rice is drunk and hot mustard oil is
rubbed in the neck,.

Small pox

No treatment is given to the patient, only moving
of a neem twig gently up and down his body so as to ease
the itching sensation. Worship of goddess Kalika mai
the deity of small pox is done regularly. They are,’

however, nct indifferent towards vaccination and children
are got vaccinated.
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Cholers : -

The disease is believed to be caused by the goddsess
Kalika mai to whom offerings of a goat is made. The
native remedy for cholera is only onion juice. They are,
however, not averse to innoculation against cholera and
any preventive measures taken by the Health Department are
welcomed. :

Besides the indigenous medicines, cauterization is
also common., A thick nail or a pilece of iron rod is put
in burning fire it is taken out when it becomes completely
red. A piece of cloth soaked in butter milk is then put
on the spot to be cauterized and then this red hot iron is
put on the spot thrice. Sometimes a brass plate is kept

on the place to be cauterized and then the process is gone
through. : .

Attitudé towards modern svstem of medicines

Due to contacts with city 1life and Government
officials stationed in villages, there is a tendency among
the villagers as also in Kawars to consult medical practi-
tioners but that only after native remedies and witch
doctors have failed. A Primary Health Centre has Dbcen
established by the Government at each of the Dgvelooment
Block headquarters and the medical facilities of the centre

are often availed of by the Kawars.

As regards family planning, they have no definite
opinion., Some say children are god gift and it is bevond
the human power to obstruct the process., The opininn of
the other section is that in these days it i3 useful to
have a limited family but they abstain from the modern
methods of family planning. They have their own medicine
for this purpose, known as lalgulab (not ros<). The tuber
of this lalgulab along with its stem is made to paste and
taken with water or milk by the ladies. Their beliaf is
t%at after taking this medicine conception does no®t take
place. : .

VII. Language and L4teracy

MThe tribe have 1lost their own language 2T they
ever had one, and now speak a corrupt form of dhhat*isgarhi
dialect of Hindi." (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Voli.ITI,

p. 390). In 1961 Census, 80.97 per cent of the trite have
returned Hindi as their mother tongue. Chhattisgarhi, as

the mother-tongue has been returned only by 18.38 per cent
and Sadri by 0.59 per cent., 6,461 persons or 1.9 per cent
of them are bilinguals. '
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In the 1961 Census, 32,343 or 9.8 per cent (males
29,761; females 2,582) have been returned as literates
and the figures of 1iterates of various groups for the
tribe as a whole are given belows:-

Standafd ' | {ﬁTotal § Males %Female;
Total Literates 32,343 29,761 2,582
(a) Literates without any 24,729 22,520 2,209
educaticnal standard | ,
(p) Primary or Junior Basic 7,546 7,174 372
(e) Matriculation and above : 68 67 1
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Analysis of the figures of literacy among the
different synonymous groups also shows that those groups
which ascribe themselves a higher social status show
higher psercentage of literacy 8.g. among fanwar and Kaur,
the percentage of literacy is abou% 30 per cent, while
among the Cherwa and Kanwar which are believed %o be at a
lower level, the literacy is as low as 4.6 and 6.7 per
cent respec%ively.

In literacy however, the tribe is ahead of the
total Scheduled Tribes of fne State and of the rural
population of Surguja district except the literacy of-
females., It is also ahead of Gond living in the district
of Surguja in literacy. The percentage of literacy for
the State, SurgujJa district, Scheduled Tribes of the State,
Kawar and Gond are shownr belows ~

Region 1 4 of literated ahd educated
= 'To§a1 1 Male % Fe?ale
ural Urban Rural Y0rb Rural M0rban
1 ) 2 1 3 4 5 6 J 7

Madhya Pradesh 12.73 43,52 21.81 56,51 3.36 28.35
Surguja district 781 32.44 13.62 5&52.25 1.78  23.57

Scheduled Tribes 4.98 15.46 9.068 24.81 0.93 4,77
of the State - '
Kawar Tribe 9.79 28.56 18.15 43.28 1.54  8.71
Gond Tribe 4,96 17.58 2.4 29,6 0.8 4,3

-
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VIII. Economic Life

Service in the army is claimed to be the traditicnal
occupation of the tribe and the Kawars were probably,
frusted soldiers of the Haihaibansi Chieftains of Ratanpur.
The Routia section of them weave ropes and maxe sleeplng
cots though this occupation is considered to be cdegrading
by cther sections of Kawars. It is seen from the returns
of the present Census that 60.6 per cent of the tribe is
engaged in cultivation and agricultural labour (54.9 per
cent as cultivators; 5.6 per cent as agricultural labourer).
If the non-workers are kept out of consideration, £8.5
per cent and 9.1 per cent of the 'workers' are engaged
respectively in cultivation and agriculiural labour.
Agriculture and agricultural labour thus form the mainstay
of Kawar ecocnomy and many of them are substantial culti-
vators. 0.2 p-er cent of workers in the tribe are engaged
in mining, guarrying, and allled activitiesj; these repre-
sent the figures for those Kawars who work in the coal
mines of Surguja district. Many of the Kawars have also
entered Government service and are in the employment of
the local bodies as teachers and in other subordinate posts.
0.9 per cent of the Kawar workers' have returned themselves
as engaged in ‘'other service.!

_ As compared to the other tribes living in the
vicinity the Kawars have a more balanced and developed
economy . There is nothing special in their mode of
%u%tivation, however, their methods of cultivation are as
elows - _ : .

Preparstion of field

Kawars do not wait for any specific time for
starting the preparation of their fields. As and when
they get time from other agricultural operations, they add
the scoil tc Their fields sc as to make them in a proper
level, Digging of soil is done by kodi and it is trans- "
ferred to the field by jhalgi. Kurri is used for levelling ’

the field and the eclods are broken by the pat: Plon
is done by the nagar. Y w2 ronghing

Sowing

Ritugl connected with the sowing

Before the actual sowing is started, one day the
cultivator gets up early in the dark hour of the morning
and goes to the field with fire in a pilece of a tile., some
cotton, dhup, ghee and jaggery and the offerings of %hese
are made at the field. After the offerings, a handful of
paddy seeds is sown broadcast and the pata {s set in motion
over the seed sown. This is done to save the crop from evil

eye. The whole process is done in a dark hour so.that none
else could sece.
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The paddy is the main crcp and its sowing
operations are of the following types:—

1. Khurra (dry sowing)
2. Ropa (Transplantation method)
3, Chopi (post germination method)

Khurra

Before the rains set in i.e., in the month of May,
the dry fields are ploughed and the paddy is sown by
broadcasting method. This is known as jhoora-bunana.

Ropa

One who has geocod fields and the other resources
viz., labour, manure etc. sows their fields by trans-
plan%ation method, Seedlings are prepared and after
one cr two good showers of mansoon, the land is ploughed
and dung manure is well mixed with soil. The germinated
seed is then planted but the planting is never dcne 1ln a
1line. .

Chopi

Chopi is the method of sowing used by those who
could not sow their lands either by XkXhurra or by ropa
methods. This method is always used when the cultivator
gets fairly late in sowing their fields. The embankment
of the field is broken at a place sc that the manscon
water collected there may flow out. The pata is then
used on and again to make the soil of the field swampy
so as to evaporate the excess water early. A day befcore
the sowing, the seed is tied in a piece cf clcth and
soddened in water so that it germinates the next day.
The soaked and germinated seed 1s then sown broadcast.

After the paddy seed has germinated well and the
rlants are about a foct in height, the fields are closed
rroperly and water 1s stored. For the proper growth of
raddy rain showers in the month of Octobeér are essential
as no irrigaticn facilities are available. Weeding is
got at all in practice among the Kawars. Reaping begins
in the mopth of November. This is done by the family
members with sickle. Those who have enough land and can
afford engage labour. The crop is then transferred to
the threshing ground which is prepared invariably near
the house in the village. This is done by sirhi. Carts
are not used. Threshing is done by bullocks. Threshing
is known as pisai. Small quantity of crop is, however
threshed by a flat piece of wood. This is donhe by hand.
Winnowing 1s done by a winnowing fan (soopa) standing on

the floor itself, Stocl, as else where, for standing
during the winnocwing orperation is not in use,
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Vv es of

Go h (a local variety of paddy) which is grown in

1and (land witrout embankments) is much preferred. This
i1s sown in 70 to 80 percent of land. The broadcast method
of sowing is used and reaped by October end. The other
variety preferred is Kardhanadhan (a variety of paddy).
This is black in colour with red rice in it, This is an
early variety of paddy and reaped within 60 to 65 days.
Besides these other varieties including the improved
varieties are alsoc sown. '

Disegses
Banki and Gandhl are the two diseases of paddy
knowrr to the Kawars of Surguja. Bgnk]l affects the stem

of the plant and make the plant dry. On detection of the
disease, the embankments are broken and water 1is allowed
to flow out of the field. The branch of bhilwa
(%pmicaerS anacardium) tree 1s then pitched in the field.
The other metThod tTo remove the effect of the disease is to
mix the dung of an elerhant in the water of the field.
Gandhi affects the flowers and to remove this a plant of
barhi is pitched in the field.

Other crops

A number of varieties of millets viz. , meda,
samg, kodo (Bagpalum scrobiculatum), madia e%c., are grown

by the Kawars. These are sown broadcast on the light soil,
Pulses viz., . lg (gram), moong, kulthi, arhar (Cajanus
dndicus), urad (Pheseolus radiatus) etc., are also grown.
Except arhar all other pulses are sown in Rabi crop. Arhar
is, however, sown with kxharif crops which is reaped in the
month of March. '

. Wheat is also now sown. In vacant fields it is
sown in the month of October. In the paddy fields, it is,
howsever, sown as scon as the paddy i1s reaped i.e.

Decgmber and as such double cerop is reaped in Someé of the
fields.

Joundharl (Maize) is grown in bari. After the first
shower of monsoon, bari is ploughed. Dung manure is mixed
in the soil and malze is sown broadcast. It is reaped in
October and mustard is sown. Those who can afford, dig a
well without maseonry (Indara) in the ha%l; By irrigation
from this well, vegetables such as potato, caulil flower,

onion, brinjal, cucumber etc., are grown and sold in
markets, :
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IX. Life cycle

Kawars are aware of the biological basis of
conception. They realise, however, that mere saexual-
intercourse will not necessarily lead to a conception
unless there is some ancestral spirit longing to take
birth in the family and the bhlessings of God should be
thers. Oon the other hand if God does not like the
conception to result in the birth of a child, there is
no power on earth which can check abortion. Atfempts
are, however, made by the Kawars to check the abortion
by calling a witch doctor who perferms some Jhad-phonk
(exorcigion). The normal attitude towards marriage
is to have a child and this should be fulfilled within
three or four years after the marriage. If a woman
does not conceive by this time, she is supposed to be
sterile and is not liked. She is said to be of
Kachhideh (unripe body). ©She 1s given some magic
treatment. I+ 1is alsc believed that if a barren woman
cats the plecenta or drinks a decoction made of it,
she would become fertile.

The cessation of woman's menses for a period of
two or three months is a symptom of cconception. But
this alone is not enough. The Kusraln (Midwife) is
called tc attend the expectant mcther who dilagnoses a
woman's preghancy through some signs. The cther
symptom of a expected mcther is that she must have
some fever after about 10 days from cessation of
menstruation., They believe that as soon as the
process of formation of the body <of the child starts
in womb, the expectant mother becomes yellowish and
develops bad taste and loses -appetite. She looks
prettier. In three months' time head and in the
fifth month both the hands of the prospective child
are formed. Life is instilled in the sixth month.
And by this time all the prarts of the body come
intc existence in the womb, The vomiting trouble
and other complications alsc stop automatically
they believe. The pregnant woman is referred as
bhari deh (Heavy body).

There are scme restrictions for a pregnant
woman. They ares - :

l. She is nct allowed tc go to tank, river and

forest as she is required to bend there which
may harm the child in womb. ’

2. §he is not allowed to eat kathal because it
is believed that child in womb may have
thorns like the Kathal.
3. She is not allowed to eat the meat of hare for
the child may have hair like a hare. »
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4, She is not allowed to go towards the burial
ground as enroute the burial ground there is
every possibility of her being affected by an
evil spirit. :

Kawars do not celebrate the pregnhancy in any way.
The expectant mother is, however, given to eat all that
she craves for. The craving for a particular item to eat
enables others to read the nature of child to be born.
For example, 1f she craves for milk, curd and dry fruits,
the child will be fortunate one and possess noble chara-
cter and on the other hand if she demands meat or fish, it
is said that the child will be rather unfortunate and
cruel by nature.

Foretelling of sex of child in wombwe

Kawars feel that the sex of the child in the womb
can be more or less accurately prredicted by experienced
persons and by cobservation of the activities of the
prregnant woman. These observances are as belows:-

1. If she puts more weight on her right foot,
the child would be a male one.,

2. In case of a male child the waist of the
pregnant woman beccmes %hin.’

3. She will feel very uneasy and always tired if
there is a male chilé in her womb.

They also predict the sex of a unborn child by
tearing a stem motha kanda. If the part of &tem so torn
is thick on the right side, the male 1ssue 1s predicted
and if this thick part is towardas the left side, a female
child is expected. ' :

No room in the house is reserved for deliveries
which generally take place in cne of the rooms or
verandahs. The verandah is, however, covered by putting
curtains of tat-patti. Usually a Chamar or Ghasia woman
works as the Kusrain (midwife). The delivery takes place
in a sitting posture and not in the recumbent one., "The
umbilical cord is cut by the midwife, if the parents wish
the boy to become eloquent she buries it in the village
Ccocuncil place; if they wish him to be a good trader, in
the markets; i1f they desire him to be pious, before some
shrine; in the case of a girl, the cord is usually buried
in a dung-heap, which is Tegarded as an emblem of fertilityn
(Russell and Hi{ralal, 1916, Vol.ITIT, r. 398). The descri-
ption given by Russell and Firalal is not observed by the

ribe now. The umbilical cord is cut by an irecn blade viz.,
knife, sickle etc. without a piece of wood attached to it,
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- i
: this implement is polluted. TFhe umbilical cord
ggge§¥;2gntg are gnvariably buried in the same room where
delivery has taken place and fire is burnt on the place
for six days. 1t is very carefully watohed,.thaﬁ the
blacenta is not taken away by the Kusraip (mid-wife). The
midwife gets 6 seers of rice as remuneration for cutting
umblical cord and assisting the woman in delivery.

If the delivery is delayed, the roocts of tamarind
tree which has not given fruits, are extracted and tied
with hair of pregnant woman. I% is believed that this
relieves the woman to some extent from pains and makes
the delivery easy. The roots of chidechidl are also used
for this purpose. A fishing net is hung ocutside the door
of the delivery. The evil spirits attracted towards the
delivery room are believed to get entangled in the
fishing net.

Immediately after delivery, the mother is given a
decoction of some herbs and roocts and next two days she
is given a decoction of ajwain, pliper and hgldi only.
The birth pellution lasts for five days that is till the
. chatti ceremony. Chhatti ceremony is performed on the
fifth day (theough Chhatti expectly means sixth). On this
day, the heads of the child and father are shaved by the
barber for which he gets two annas in case of a girl and
fecur annas 1n case of a boy. The clothes of the mother
and child are washed by the dhobi who gets one rupee
irpespective of the sex cof the child. Kusrain attends
the woman and the child for all these five days. She
massages o1l and performs other services such as washing
cf clecthes, sweeping of the room etc. For all this she
gets 3 tambl (6 seers) rice and one rupee in cash.

On Chhatti day the child is taken out, placed
cver a winnowing-fan in which some paddy is kept and
covered with a pisece of new cloth. Till this day the
father is not allowed to see the child. A Brahmin
Pandit is now invited and consulted on the auspicious-
ness or otherwise of the stars. In all such cases all
male members of the household are prohibited from
seeling the child £ill the pandit declares his verdit.

- After barhi (twelfth day) the woman is allowed
tec cock the focd. She may, however, perform all the

household duties except touching wa%er and cooked rice
after chhatti. '

) Naming ceremrony takes rlace in the fifth month
in case of a boy and in the fourth month 4in case of 2
girl. On this day lips of the child are touched with
rice and milk. This is called annaprasan. Russell and
Hiralal say in this regards, “"Five mcnths after birth
the lips of the child are touched with rice -and milk
and 1t 1s named." (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.IIT.
T.396). This ghnaprasan is lnvariably done b§ the sign

(0ld man or woman) of the ho i
> r usehold, If there is none
in the family, a2 neighbour is called. :
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"When twins are born, a metal vessel is broken
to severe the connection be%ween them, as it is believed
that otherwise they must die at the same time.'" (Russell
and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p.397-398). This is now not
observed by the Kawars. To avert the illI-luck caused by
a birth of a boy after three girls or a girl after thras
boys, 0il and salt is thrown away and the mother gives
one of her bangles to the midwife. This child is »eferred
to as titura (boy) and tituri (girl). g

No special protection and care of the child is
taken. The child is, however, protected from exyosni.
Children are rarely beaten in Chhattisgarh and amcag ths
Kawars also the same holds good. Male child is geacrally
preferraed as he will be an addition to the working iIfcrce
of the family in agricultural operaticons, while th> «irl
will leave the parents' house after marriage. Yhis s
also due to the low bride price (R.20/- conly) prevarling
amcng the tribe. Xawars are not generally aware of “he
family planning. They do not think in terms of a parti-
cular number of children as in their opinion it is the
blessing of God to have children and their nunber cannot
be fixed by mortal beings. The segregation c<f sex -«
observed at the age 7 or 8 years when the girl sitarts
wearing dhotl and bandi.

Pre-maritial mixing among the Kawars i3 allcwed
to the extent that a young girl can talk with the b53»s3
of her age. But pre-maritial sex-relaticns are strintlly
prohibited. Though there is strict segregation oi samen,
they can always develop personal likes and intimaci kR
meeting together in markets, jungles and cther pliczc
This may also result in pre-maritial sex-rel-iions :
the couple belongs to the same sub-division Trnis ocation-
ship may result into marriage also. In other cazez 1Tt s
tried to get the matter hushed up and the marriage 1.

arranged. The informant was asked as to how the pro-

O

AN GEES

maritial sex relations develop when the child marr:i.-.ces
are preferred in the tribe and the brides staxt I.oing
with their husbands as scon as they reach whel: 105 veot
of age. His reply can very well be exnlaincd ir o woris
of Dr.Majumdar, "With a wife and children at rome, o Love

and protect whom is the husband's privilegs and 335ty, he
often loves another woman, or rather exhibits feclings nf
lust towards her, and the wife who by the tendexecst bcnas
of nature should be devoted to her husbanc cind orilild-chn
might offer herself tc ancther man. If married mern and
women behave so it is nct strange that unmarried beovs ard
girls step into the same pitfalls throwing aside the
affection of fathers and mothers, and the allegiance they
owe tro them, and allowing their homes the nests in which
they were nurtured -~ tc be filled with unhappriness by
Eheéglyilful, wanton ways of livings;" (Majumdar, 19238,
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Marriage

, Kawars say that a girl is usually married before
she =2ttains puberty i.e., before the age of 12 years,
The statement appears to be correct as they say that the
marriage of a girl whose menses have started before
marriage, is hot referred to bilhay but it is referred to
nibah, aithough all the ceremonlies of a marr}age are
performed in nibah. This first menstruation is termed as
ghat utarna and the marriage after ghat utarng is not
preferred. But prevalence of child marrilage does not get
support from the statistics of 1961 Census. Th}s may
probably be due to instructions for not tabulating the
marriage between the age 0-9 and all were recorded as
"Never married." Only 7.15 per cent of females in the
age-group O-14 are married in the tribe while the percentage
of married females in the age-group 15-44 is 88,.,88. They
are aware of the Sharda Act and this may be the reason for
less returns of married females in the age-group of 0-14.
A boy is married at the age of 16 yecars when he is supposed
toc handle a nagar. The percentage of married males in the
age-group 0~14 as per 1961 Census statistics is 3.6 only.:
The accuracy of the statement of Kawars abcut the age at
marriage of a boy cannct be explained further as there are
no such statistics pertaining to maritial status of 0-16
age—-grcupe.

" Marriages are restricted to each sub-division of-
the tribe and a marriage within the same gotra is prohi-
bited. Cross-cousin marriages are preferred. The
marriage with mother's sister's daughter is n~t allowed.
Widow re-marriage is prevalent except in Tanwar sub-tribe
who think themselves of superior sncial status. Cconsan-
gulneous marriages are locked upon and Junior levirate
and Junior scrorate is a ccmmon practice, except in Tanwar
sub-division, A man is allowed to have more than one
wife at a time hut this practice is limited to zamindars,
Tanwar sub-cdivision and persons of gond resources.

v As in the case o»f other tribes in these areas, it
1s the girl who is sought after for marriage and marriage
negoetiations start from the boy's side. Having selected
a bride for his son, the boy's father sends some friends
to her village and %hey address a friend of the girl's
family saying, "Sc-and-sc (giving his name and village)
would like to have a cup of rel (boiled rice-water) from
vous what do you say? The propcesal is communicated to
the girl's family and if they approve of it, they
commence preparing the rice-water which is partaken by the
rarties and their friends. If the bride's pecple do not
bsgin cocking the pej, it is understood that the rroposal
is rejected.” (Russcll anc Riralal, 1916, Vol.III, p.393).
fhis rrocecdure is still in vogue, Somatimes the perscns
from bey's sicde say, "We have rlerced a stick in your
roofy where 1s 1t gone?! This 1s an indicati-n of
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demanding a girl of the family in marriage. ¥f persons
from girl's side aprrove the propeosal, they will say%

"the stick pierced is at its places; who will remcve the
stick of gagaman (relatives)?" In selection »f a bride,
it is seen that she matches the groom in height, health
and age. As rTegards the complexion, there is no_preference.
She should, however, possess a well built body without any
infirmity. The seléction is generally done by the father
of the boy. The father cf the girl also sees the boy
before the final settlement. He also considers the same
things. Besides negctiation, the practice of inirusion .
and clopement are also in vogue among the Kawars. Five
different types or modes of procuring a mate are known
among *the Xawars, they are:-

1. Bihav
. Nibah

e

Sagal

W

Dhoku and

o)

. Golond

Sukh~-dam (bride price) is R.20.,00 in each case. The

marriage expenditure is, however, not fixed and it is

settled according tco the status of both the parties. In
zase the bride's father possesses good rescurces, he may
demend %the minimum expenditure viz., 7 kKhandl rice, '
+ masund grr ard ¢il. ITn other cases the full expenditure
including a goat, rice, dal, gur, tel and ligqucr 1is asked
frr, : '

Bihav

LTter the negotiations are completed Rupees two
are given to the girl in token of the settlement of the
narriage. This may be referred to betrothal. The
percons who go for this also take with them some gur
ard chevwala which 1s distributed among the tribe men

———le e L 2

Lo

rresent ot the occasion. The date of marriage is also
Tixad at this time. Brahmin is not consulted about the
ausriciaoas date for marriage. The marrlage is always
rerformed on any odd date of Hindu months. Mggh, Falgun
and Yajshakh are prreferred for marriage and the
marviage may be performed on any of the odd dates viz.
cpenchmi, saptmi, navmi etc. The marriage of the eldes%
son or daunghter is never fixed in the month of Jeth.
Payment of bricde price and expenditure on marriage is
macde only in case of Bihav and Nibah.
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Cerem-nies ccnnected with Bihave

Marriage ceremcnies start with erection of a
madwa. Two daye before the marrlage the madwa is
Scphstructed in front of the house of the bridebricde-groom
with poles of bambco and covered with mangoTleaves.
Before constructing the madwa, Balga (pujari or priest)
is called who performs some ruja at the place of
canstructicrn of the madwa and throws scme water beyond
the limits of the madwa. .For this he is paid accordilng
to the rescurces of the family. In case the rarty is
roor, the Balga gets only one meal. In the cen?re cf
‘the madwa, branches of ber, mangoc, bamboo and sidha,
trecs along with a nagar are fixed. These five kinds of
wocd represent five panchas. On the day of erectlcocn of
the madwa, parents of both groom and bride observe fast
and partake focd only after the ceremcny 1s over. A
kalash is also kept in the centre of the madws on the
carth brcught from thé field of the Baiga.

Tel chadana.

011 and termeric powder is ancinted on the
bocdiles of the bricde and bride-grocm in their respertive
horuses, The anointment starts from below feet to head.
This is done by the family members both males and fe-
males, and under the madwa. This ceremony 1is performed
on the day of erecticn of the madwa, and the ceremony
is known as tel-chadana. -

, On the next day the groom is bathed under the
madwg. He is asked to sit for bathing in a shallow large
ddlsh of metal and a little water frcm this dish is taken
to the bride's house which is given tc the bride for
"bathing. This water is referred to rayaspani. If
ravasranl is not given to the bride for bathing, the
bricds's rarents view it sericusly. This is the first
and foremost thing which is demanded by bridel's sicde.

On this day, i.e., a day before the marriage, the _
groom! g par%y reaches the village cf the briée. They
are given a separate room or house to stay. This
rlace is referred as Jjanwasa.

On the day of marriage, clcthes and ornaments
are sent for the bride which she puts on and gets
reacdly for the marriage. She 1is not allowed to have
any thing belonging to her parent's house on her body.
at the time cof marriage. These things are taken by
bhasur (bride-grcom's elder brother) and put before
the elderly persons of bride's aide. As soon as the -
bricde and groom are ready 1n their marriage dresses,
they are escorted to the Madwa. The couple goes round
the marriage post six times (i.e. the five kinds of wood) .
This circumambulation is done anti-clockwise and the
groom follows the bride. After circumambulation the
couple sits near the marriage post and at times é curtain
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is put around the couple. The bridegroom then puts
vermillion cn the head of the bride between the hair
parting. After this ceremony is over, the Brahmin
rerforms the hom (fire offerings) and the couple bows
befecre the rocm of Dulha Deo and other elderly persons
rresent there,

' "After the marriage, the bride's parents wash the
feet of the couple in milk, and then drink it in abatement
for the sin committed in bringing their daughter intc the
world." (Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, r.394). The
practice of drinking the milk and water in which the feet
cf the couple are washed is in vogue but some times it is
only touched with the head and thrown on the chhani. The
ceremony is just a modificaticn of pany-poojna or pany-
pakharna (wershiping the feet) practised in cther castes
and tribes and is an exhibition of the regard and respect
which the bride's parents now possess for the scn-in-law
and the daughter. Due to the ccuple's high honour during
the period, the water/milk is not thrown in a dirty place.
This washing of feet is done in a new thall and with a
new lota whlich becomes the property of the couple.

After pany-pakharna, the bride-groom takes the
bride to Jjanwasa where she is given bangles to wear and
something to eat. After a little time she returns to her
parents house.

- Just after a 1little break the bridegrocm comes
back tc the bride's house where khichri is offered to him,
Befcre partaking it the bridegroom demands some presents
from his father-in-law which may be a cow or a gclden ring.
Chiwra (flattened rice) and gur (Jaggery) are distributed
to all the pergons present by the bride-groom's father and
in the evening the father of the bride gives a feast to
the marriage party and to the members of the tribe living
in the village. :

Next day in the morning, the bridegrcom takes away
the bride and returns to his village along with the
marriage party. In the house of the bride-groom the
ceremonics are repeated, the difference being that whereas
previously the direction of oil putting was from feet to
head while this time it is from head to feet. This ritual
is knowi as tel-utarna, and done by the barber. In his
absence, the parents of the groom may perform the ritual.
The couple then goes to the tank or scme stream or river
and bathes there together, each throwing 5 pots-full of
water-over the other. On return the bridegroocm shoots
arrows at seven straw images of deer over his bride's
shoulders and the bricde brings back the arrows shot. In
some cases she also puts scme sugar in the mouth of the
bridegroom after each shot. After living with her husband
for 3 days, the bricde returns toc her parent!s house on the
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; fter a year
T th day. She goes back with he? busband a
6%u€o wheg he comes to his father-in-law's house accompa-
nied by some friends and relatives and brings some presents
for the bride. The ceremony 1s khown as gawal.

The parents do not eat at the daughter's house after
her marriage. However, if it cannot be avolded she 1s paid
for the meals by the parents., This restriction is obs?rved
in case the marriage.is rerformed before her_mengtruatlon
started i.e. bihgy. They say in bihav the girl is bestowgd.
Tn case of a nibah this is not done and there is no restri-
ction in eating at heriplace.

Nibah

A1l the ceremonies of a bihav are performed in
nibah. This type of marriage is a regular marriage of
2 virgin girl except that the menstruation of the girl
has started before the marriage which is not pefferrad
in the tribe and such marriage is referred to as nibah.

Sagal

Remarriage of a widow is a common practice in the
tribe except in Tanwar sub-division. The younger brother
has a prior clalm over the widow of his elder brother
and only with his consent she can re-marry some other
perscn. If he does not agree to this, he is paid in
lieu of his claim. The amcunt of this claim is deter-
mined by the panchaysat. Sagail is a simple ceremony,

cnly a feast to the relatives and bangles to the widow
completes the ceremony. '

Dhoku

This i1s a marriage by intrusicn. The woman
simply walks into the house of her paramour and
declares that he is her husband. She does nct leave
the house despite torturing and beating by the family
members of the man. The man is thus compelled to make
her his wife by offering choori. Though this type of
marriage is recognised by the pranchayat, Kawars have
no explanation for adopting this course of intrusion
by girls, married women and widows. Dubey remarks, '"The
pathoo course is adopted by unmarried women, by widows
and chhandwa who because of their illicit exploits
become pregnant and when it is difficult to supress the
pregnancy, they adopt this mode.® (Dubey, 1967, Village
survey Moncgraprh, Kosa p. 58)., Paithoo is the term for
Dhaku in Durg district and chhandwa is a divorced or
Serarated woman. This explanation appears to be logical.
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This is a marriage by exchange. In this case one
family gives a girl in marriage to the other and receives
a girl of that family in marriage. In this type of
marriage, no bride price is paid by either side and also
the marriage expenditure is borne by the respective party.
"In case one party being financially weak, the other may
help it. '

If a man keeps a married woman as concubine or
performs the marriage with her by way of dhoku or elopes
with her, he has to pay the penalty to her former husband.
This penalty is decilded by the panchayat and generally
fixed as high as rossible. The reason for fixing a high
penalty is that a large portion of the amcunt of penalty
goes to the mukhiya, some is divided among the ranchgas
and the remaining is given tc the claimant, This penalty
is known is bunda. Elopement of an unmarried girl is not
common in the tribe due the prevalance of early marriages.

Divorce and separation

As per 1981 Census returns, 1.13 per cent males
and 0.93 per cent females are divorced or separated.
This figure represents the maritial status of Kawars at
the time of 1961 enumeration and the figures cf remarriages
after divorce cr separation are not included.

Divorce and separation is, however, commcn in the
tribe. The sericus mutual conflict amecng the couple or
ill-treatment by the husband is the common reason for a
woman to leave the house of her husband. In case of
illicit relations of the wife with some other person, the
hasband also forces her to leave the house. In all such
cases 1if a woman arranges her re-marriage, no procedure
or sanction of the panchayat is required for divorce or
seraratinn. The former husband, if willing to keep her
with him, will be entitled for bunda. which will be
awarded by the tribe panchayat and the new husband will
be forced to pay. In case the husband is not willing to
keep her with him and forces her tc leave the hounsge, she
may go to panchayat and request the panchayat to compel '
her husband to allow her to live with him. The panchayat
tries for this and if the attempts of the panchayat fail,
the husband is debarred from bunda if she arranges her
re-marriage. If case of divorce and separation children
always remain with the father.

Death

When it is noticed that a person is breathing his
last, his body is laid on the ground with the fest towards
the south. If, however, the death takes place before the
person could be laid con the ground, the corpse is similarly
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o i 1ght
aild ~n the ground. Body of a person cying @n the n
i;iie;t in t%e hruse till the fgllow1ng morning and a
wick lamp is kept burning near 1t,

The corpse is not bathed but cil and termeric are
rubbed over it, The corpse 1s taken to the burial or
cremation ground ch a cot put upside down and keering
the head ~f the deceased tcwards the ground,. The. )
Aisposal of the dead body is by burial but cremation is
normaly the practice in the well-tc-do classes of th?
tribe and alsc when the dead perscn was a reputed balga
-r has died at ripe cld age leaving behind a big family.

: "The corpse is laid on its side in the grave
with head to the north and face to the east. A little
til, cotten, urad and rice are thrown in the grave to
serve as secd-grains for the dead man's cultivation in
the other world. A dish, a drinking vessel and a
cooking poct are placed on the grave with the same idesa,
but are afterwards taken by the Dhobi (washerman)”
‘(Russell and Hiralal, 1916, Vol.III, p. 397).

The position of the corpse in the grave or on
the pyre as observed among the Kawars of Surguja
“lstrict is as belows - ~

. In case cof man, the ccrpse with head tce the north
and face to the east 1s laid on the chest in the grave
»r on pyre as the case may be, that is, in the ventral
position. In case of a woman, the yrsition is dorsal
i.e. the corpse 1s laid on the back with the chest
skywards but the head will remain towards north and the
face towards east. Kawars says that Ganges the sacred
river is in north and God Jagdish (Jagannathpuri) is in

the east as such the head and face are kept in these
directions.

The pyre 1s lighted by the eldest son of the
deceased. I1f there is no son, this is done by the
nearest relative,. On return frcm the burial ground
roties or ghungri are served to the persons attending
the funeral, After this the date »f din is fixed and
from this time only polluticn starts. After cremation,
the last remains known as prakhi are collected on thse
third day and immersed in scme stream or river.

Egcept the chief mourner, that is the person wh- set
fire tc the pyre, everybody else gets his head shaved
on the third days; the chief mcurner gets his head
shaved later on twelfth day.

- The tribe has a custom ~f "feeding the dead!
LTwn earthen po¥s are tied to a branch of a pipal tree
Rear the cremation ground. The base 2f these is
perforeted and a eloth wick is rut into the holes.
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Water is filled in cne of the pots and it drops on the
ground through the wick. In the other pect, an earthen
wick-~lamp is burnt in the evening. The chief mourner
cooks his own food in the house and before he starts
eating, he puts a small part of 1% in a leaf plate on the
roof of the hcuse where it is eaten away by birds. It is
believed that the spirit of the deceased gets food in this

manner,

The mourning pericd for adults lasts for ten days
and during this time the household of the deceased dces
not take fried fcod or meat. The chief mourner keeps a
lota and piece of iron always with him during the period
of mourning. He neither eats the food cocked by others
nor the food coocked by him is eaten by any cne else. On
the twelfth day the chief mourner goes to a tank or a
nearby stream and gets his head shaved there and bathes
in the stream cr the tank. A Brahmin is called to perform
the rites on this occasicn znd when the Brahmin recites
mantras the person takes a fresh dip into the water. Five
balls of flour known as pinds are prepared, a ritual is
performed as directed by the pandit and then they are
thrown into the river. The pandit is presented with a new
cot, a new bed-sheet and five pailees of rice.

Six months after the death a ceremony known as
chhamasl is performed. On this cccasion, Satyanaravan-
ki-katha is got recited in the house and a feast is
given to relatives and caste pecople. In case of children
below 10 years of age, these elaborate death rites are
not perfermed., The mourning period for children below 10
vears is only five days.

X. Rejigion

Reliigion as Frazer has said must be the perfact
combination of twe i.e. belief and practice and this
practice ordinarily leads a man to religious festivals,
There are some festivals which produce the belief itself
that is to say without that festival the belief is of no
use. These religicus festivals are the symbols of belief,
(Qucted by Vidyarthi, 1966, p. 88). Kawars have strong
belief in the existence of deities and spirits. However,
Russell and Hiralal say, "The religicn of the Kawars is
entirely of animistic character." (Russell and Hiralal,
1916, Vol. ITI, p. 399). They feel that these deities and
spirits are at the root of all evils and misery that
befall on them.

The religicn and religious beliefs of the Kawars
are a mixture of the Hindu beliefs and practices and the
tribal religion., ©99.97 per cent of the Kawars have
returned Hindu as their religion in 1961 Census, only 0.03
rer cent returning Christianity, Islam and Kabirpanthi.
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O Christians (109 males and 1 female), 7 Kabirpanthi
%%Oma?gs and 1 female) and 1 male Muslim form this 0-3
rer cent population of Kawars whe have returned their
religion other than Hindu. Out of these 118 persons,
117 beleong to the Kanwar sub~division who are bellgved
to e at lower level in the tribe. Only 1 person 1S
from Kaur sub-division. They have a vague idea of a
supreme deity whom they call Bhagwan and jdentify him
with the Sun., It is a tabo2 for women to perfcrm or
actively participate in the worship of the deities.
They may only witness the ceremcnies. The taboo 1is
imposed pecause the women, due to menstruation and
Shila birth are regarded %o be unclean and unfit to
worship the deities.

Apart from Bhagwan who does not require any formal
and elaborate worship, there are a number of other delties.
Cr.e of these is Dulha Deo (Bridegroom delty). As stated
garlier, every house has a room reserved for this deity
and it is this deity whe is paid reverence at the time of
marriage. There is no icdel of the deity but the room of
the house is washed with cattle-dung and rice, milk,
turmeric and vermillion are offered at the place sO washed
‘in his name. Anotrer important deity is Thakur Deo who
is considered to be a deity of agriculture and harvest.
The n~ther deities are the Jhagra Khand (the double edged
sword) who as the swerd, is precpitiated at the time of
the Dasahara festivalg éaghara Deo (tiger god) whe is
believed tc be the deity protecting the cattle from the
attacks of wild animals. Mandwa Rani or the godcdess
cf the shed, is a local deity in the Korwa tract of
Bilaspur district and is belleved to put people on
right tract when they get lost in the forests and to
provide foocd and water to the wayfarers., Sat-Bahini
~r seven sisters are supprosed to be on the river banks.
Puraniha (Lcotus one) i1s suppcsed to dwell in tanks in
which lotus flower is grown, '

Two other deities found to bhe worshipped by the
Zawars of Surguja district, are Kalika Mail and Sarnga.
Kalika Mal is the village goddess and the deity of the
small pox and choclera. Sarna is a deity of agriculture
and 1s supposed tc live on a tree of the same name.
He is p;opitiated before sowing operations begin., The
wheole village assemblesg near a tree where the balga or
the tribal priest offers rice, milk, turmeric and
vermillion to the deity at the fooct of the tree and
sacrifices a goat. He gives paddy seeds to each culti-

ggtig and it is this seed that is sown first in the
ie . .

Important Festiva!s Calender of Festivals

1. Karma Bhadra (September)

2. Gangadasahara Jyaistha (May-June)

3. Sohorai Kartika (October~-November)
4, Chherta

Pausa (December-January)

5. Holi Phalguna (February-March).
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T The-tribe, Sboorvea.socme of the Hinda-fostivals and
also festivals which are ebsoﬂfiQTTy“%T*baL. The Hindu
festivals are Foli, Ekadashi (S8ohoral) and Tilsankranti
(Chherta) but tbese Hindu festﬂvals havo hoon parch? Al4 aed,

- ~Karma _
‘The. festival falls on the tenth day of the saxing-
- N . g, .=
moon fortnight of the month of Bhadra. It § a fcsblval
of dance and music., A branch of Karma tree (lMauclea
parvifolis) 1s put in some open space or 1n the Sﬁac1c?s

IS
courtyard of ‘cne of the villagers anc here The boys anhd
girls of the village perform the Karmo dantae.

Ganga Dasahara

Ganga Dasahara falls in the month :{'Qx_
i

;gtna on
the 10th of the waxing-moon fortnight. The rh
Ti-

ance oFf
the festival is in taking a bath in =ny ver gari, or
lake and a gay multitude collect near the cource of water.
There was freedom for merriment and sexual j °

misbehaviouy sometimes reached to an extrame.
restrictions have been placed on this - frivoliix
Dasahara celebrated now is of a very sober ty

Sohorai

~ This is also referred to Lkadashi restival which
falls on the eleveninh day of the waning moori-fortnight of

the menthr of Kartika. This fest al 13 sprend OVer .o
number of days. Thna SpdCla Tbuﬂ@ o ﬁhe tfestival 13 the
well-beilg i Za2ir ¢aitilc. Iho men Cast o his
aay, oec¢1ate the catuls cnd worse e Mush ffsction

anc reverence is shown Lo the coitis ool
special diet. Harnesaing the calttlce or
harshly during the festival-1s Suflbbl 2, _
is sacrificed in the ;ame’df the nrot tector deoi

.\

y %agﬂqwra

Deo and the meat of tne gont ig »narzsaksn by the nales only.,
It is =z taboo feor_the woumen to s~h., The women mv".however.
eat the coccngt/éffereg te the deity. Dut women in ’
menstruavion can noT even =22t this coccnutb,

7

/mm?g:f:é |

The common Hindu festival, Til Senkranti 1s cel

brated as Ghherta, festival. GChherta means ithe and i.e

— - - -7
the end of the agricultural year. The districts »of Zurguja
Raigarh and Blwaspur are vredcemihantly rice growing tracls

and January, when this fegtival is ceiebratodﬁ ~¢ a2imosth
the end of {the agricultural year. “n this day “Hoth boys
and girls of the tribe fcorin small grouns ald go Irom
house To house shouting Chherta-Chherchhers and they get
gifts of paddy or rice from the houses where theyv go.

i S

!0.10.‘40/“‘
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The collected rice is then sold and a picnic party is
arranged on the same day.

Hold

| Phag or Holli falls on the full-moon day of the
month of Phalguna and lasts upto the Tuesday next.
Heli fire is burnt in the common fashion and after
the fire is burnt, every body present tekes a handful
of ash from the burnt cut fire and blows it. The ash
so blown is supposed to drive away the evil spirits
from the village. '

XI. Leisure, Recreation & Child Play

Kawars are so busy sking out their subsistencs
that they have hardly any free leisure and even when
they have scme free time they do not know how to
‘utlize it. Such free time is, therefeore, wasted in
idle gossipe. Conversaticn is a pastime, -People of
all castes are seen sitting in groups in evenings and
chatting on wvarious subjects., The gatherings are
usually seen in front of the houses of prominent
villagers such as gotia, patel etc. The usual topics
of such conversaticns are the out-turn of crogs,cattle
diseases, quarrels in the village and so on. “hildren
also sometimes Join these: reople otherwise they play
the games picked up in the schnol viz., kho-kho,
Kabbaddl etc.

XII. Relation among different Scgments of the Community

No recognised segments except the endogamous
groups of Kawars which have been mentioned earlier have
been noticed among the XKawars of Rajpur, Batoli and
Sarbhoka villages of Surguja district. "Domination of
the poor secticn by the well-to-do ones is, however,
there., Education 1s the other facteor which gives some
superiority over the uneducated people of the community.
Educated persons are usually in Government service and
they are often consulted when any noctice for court
attendence or any other paper from any office is
received. Age, of ccurse, may be the third factor of

superiority and their experience of worldly affairs is
often utlized.

A wcman in Kawars loocks after the domestic
affairs, brings up chilédren and participates actively
in her husband's agricultural rursuits. She has no
r}ght to perform the ruja of deities. 8he can only
Wltness it. Prevalence of rolygamy among the Kawars
i1s another factor which dominates the rositicon of a
woman. A Kawar woman is in full grip of her husband.

00030.004:1/"
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XIIT. ter-c ) ity Relationshi
It is a privilege cf mali (gardener) to supply mour

and pat-mouri to the Kawars at the time of marriage, and
they are paid in cash for this. Blacksmith and barber
work on Jjajmani system. The remuneration of blacksmith
is calculated per nagar possessed by a family. And for
this he has to repair tangia, kodi and hansiva. For new
ones they are separately paid. Barber gets 5 tambis of
rice annually for each adult male member of the family

and 2 tgmbis per child.

Services of the Brahmin are utlized at births,
marriages and deaths by persons who car. afford the
exprenditure involved., The Brahmin is paild according to
‘the resources of the family. Kusrain who belongs to
. Gashia caste is called to attend the woman in delivery
period. She performs all services during the periocd and
pald fcor that. Washerman, however, washes the clothes
after any death takes place in the Kawar family and he

1s paid at the same time for that. B

Except the Oraons and Chamars, all the ethnic
groups live almost in adjoining paras or even in a mixed
paras. They mix with each other and draw water from the
same well. The Kawars have commensality of food with the
Gonds but not with the Oraons, Pandos and Korwas whom they
regard as lower to themselves. Similarly they do not take
water and food from members of the Chamar caste. Due to
their better economic status Kawars dominate the octher
groups except those of marwari-banias who are the traders
and money-lenders in the area. Kawars 1n social hierarchy
are alsc high as they are the persons who used to be
arpointed as gotig in erst-while Surguja Staie. After the
merger of the State,; they have occupied the post of patels
in the villages. . S '

XIV. Structure of Social Control,Prestige & Leadership

Every village has a caste panchayat of its own.
The heacd of this panchayat is known as mukhiya ('Pradhan!
according to Russell and Hiralal). - This is not a herodi-
tary office but is occupried by a person of great experience
who of course used to be an old man of good financial
position. The cases taken up by the caste-panchayat deal
with irregular unions, illegal sexual intimacy, disputes
over marriage and divorce, family quarrels and petty
quarrels in Fhe caste, In case this panchayat fails to
decide the dispute, the bigger one is called. The head of
this bigger panchayat is known as sunwani or thakur. This
ogflce of the sunwani is a hereditary one and the father
of the present sunwani was also the head of the bigger
panchayat. Except that the sunwanl is a rich man, there
are no other qualifications of the head of the panchayat,
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In case of Bunda, however, the presence of sunwani is
essential. The panchayat is called by one of the party
in dispute. The number of members oi the panchayat may
be at the discretion of the person who calls a panchayat
as it is an expensive affair for the person inviting a
Panchayat. A feast to the members of the panchayat is

a must in which meat of goat and liquor are invariably
served. If the complainant is able to sustain the
charge by producing evidence and witnesses, the
defaulter is fined. The amount of this penalty gocs

to the members of the panchayat if the offence is
against the community and if it is against the person
alone, 3/4th of the amount of penalty is given to the
complainant and the remaining is distributed among the
members, In case of non-payment of the penalty, the
person is out-casted. For re-admission o the caste-
fold the person has to give a feast to the community and
members of the panchayat in which meat and liguor are
the necessary items. He 1z also To pay the amount of
the penalty. A.E.Nelson states, "They are said to be
very slow in making up their minds and a sayling about
them is, 'The Canda's panchayvat (caste commlttee)always
ends in a quarrel, the Gond's panchayat carcs only for
the feast; and the Kawar's panchavar takes a year o
arrive at a decision.' But when the Kawars hove decided
they act with vigour." (Nelson, 19210, Vol.A.P.89),

Apert from the caste-panchayat, thare s =
village-panchayat where the Kawars live wita other
tribes and castes. The villaze-pancnayats deccide cases
of inter-~caste disputes.

YV, Eocial Reform and Welfare

The tribe has adopted sever:l customs observed
by the Hindus. Participation of the Brahmin In bLirth,
marrlage and death rituals of Kawars has already been
described. As back as 1872, Dalton described the case
of a Sati in the tribe, which is a definite proof of
the attempt of the <rive towards social elavaticrn 4
because cases of Satl are extremely rare, (yractically
unknown) amongst tribes. Discarding widow remarriages
~prohibition of meat and licuor by Tanwars, one of the ’

sub-division of the Kawars is ahcther exaépie of their
attempt for social climbing. There is, however, no
organised association as such and no organised mcvements
also have been started in the tribe.
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Alnthil

__1d _hldl

Ching

Choora
Choori
Chutki

henki
Dhoti

Dhoop

Din

GLOSSARY

An oransment worn on wrist by ladies
A kind of aromatic seed

Palma christi

Superior

L oblouse made of thicker cloth

Jegetable gareen attached to the
aousss

. necklace of four annas
(25 paise) coins

Prarched rice
Roaof

Tirst ceremony performed after
chiZld pirth

A d1=-cal plant

Butez fxrondosa

An crnement worn on wrist by ladies
Bargle |

An craoment worn on fingers by
radies

Palce

Hueking lever

A dross of a man secured by a knot
i1ttle below the nevel and allowed
tn go 1upto the ankles

in ‘azachse

Lhe cay fixed for removing
coliubion aft@r any death

The twelfth month of Hindu
calender (Feb-Mareh)

el ..o/
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Kari-jiri

Black cumin sced

Khichri £ dish prepar<d from rice and pulse
boliled together gy

Khinwa An ornament cof the ear

nedi A spade

A course variety cof wild grain

cee.3/-

Gania - The hemp (Cagnabis sativa)
| Ghar-damda - A sonfin-law stéying at wife's
o ' - place_—
Ghariia - -do- | * ~do-
Ghungri E | - Boliled wheat or.{par
Got ' - Sept
Goti ' - Sept
Gcetia - Malguzar “
ﬁgldj . ' - Termeric
Halka o - An ocrnament oFf thevneck R
Hansiya . -  Sickle |
Harra - Terminalia Chebﬁla L Tl
Jalimani - Patron of a tradifiogal viliage servant
J ams, ; - Loose garment of‘bridegroom
Jeth _ - Third month of - Hindu calender (May-June)
Jhac-phonk _ L - Removing the effect 6f evil spirit by
reciting scme sacred text
dhuls Blouse | e
Jithai A right cver the perefty'of father of
elder brother T
Kggg An ornament <t the leg-.
Kakal Comb P
Kalas A brass pot filled with water
- Kanta Nnse pin
vﬁéﬁg;i ' A brass cup



Kothi

Kurta
Lota
Madwa

Motha-~-Kanda

Martras
Mour

Mukhiya
Nagar
Nala
Navmi
Neem
Panchas
Panchmi
Para
Patmouri
Pipal
Piver
Prasad

Tat-pattis

Tel
Thali
Takayvati
Lipa
Valshakh

- 3 -
An earthen receptacle feor storing
grain '
A loose garmentc of the male

L, brass pot

Canony under which marriage
ceremcny takes nlace

Eleventh month of Hindu czlendsr
(Jan-Feb».)

Bassia 1latifolia

GCardener

£ dlocal plant

Sacred.text

Headgear of thoe bridegroom
Teader

An agricultura? implement
L stream |

Nintnh date of Hindu month
Melly Indica

Members of the panchayat
Fifth dnte of Hindu month
SLoward

Headgear ~f the bride
Ficus religiosa |
Peeper

ftnyiching offered to the deity arA
cdistributed amocng worshippers.

Worshirp

Rread

Relatives

Shorea robusta

Seventh date of Hindu month
An axe

An crnament of the ear
Gunny bags

0il

Erass plate

Same as jithail

£ dot tattocoed on the face
Second month of Hindu calender





