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1. In pursuance of Government policy there was
limited enumeration and tabulation of Castes in 1951
Census. Even in the case of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Backward Classes, the figures of each Caste
were not separately extracted; only the group totals

were ascertained. The'Backward Llasses Commission
require the figures of population of each individual
Caste, In order to assist them an estimate of
population of_each Caste in-#95%-has been made on the
basis of the figures of the previous censuses.

2. In the case of West Bengal, howeveg the
figures of population of individual castes in 1951

were specially sorted for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes only at the initiative of the State Government.
These figures have been publighed by the state Government
in a special wvolume "Castes and Tribes of West Bengal™
and are reproduced in the Tables included in this
brochure. .

3. The figures have been presented in four
tables: (i) Scheduled Castes, Hindus only (ii) Scheduled
Tribes (iii) BeCkward Classes, Hindus and Muslims
seperatelyii?%v) Non~-Backward Classes. The figures
of the first two tables are seproduced from the pubilsheé
figures-of 1951 Census ag. explained in paragraph 2 above.
In the other two tables, the,gﬁg%gfs for 1951 have been
estimated on the basis of the figures of previous censuses
by applying the growth rate of the general populatlon.

Lo Extracts from previous Census reports of
undivided Bengal explaining the causeq’for variation in
the figures of individuul custeshave been given in an

Appendix.
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TABLE I - SCHEDULED GASTES.

The figures given in this table relate
t5 the territory of West Bengal as in 1951.
2e The table presents the figures of
58 Castes (as specified in the President's Order
of 1950) determined at the 1951 Census. The
population of each Caste given in this- table

refers only to the population of Hindus.
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TABLE I.
POPULATION OF SCHEDULED CASTES (NOTIFIED

UNDER THE PRESIDENT?S ORDER, 1950) IN THE
CENSUS 1911-1931 AND 1951,

WEST BENGAL.

Name of Caste T'P opulation inj PopulationlRemarks.
1911 1021 1931 in 1951 :
1. 2, 3. L 0 z.
1, Bagdi 973,791 850,163 937,606 904,361
2« Bahelia 957 * 1,900 369
3. Baiti 194 % 6,981 Ly 393
4o Bauri 310,701 299,777 328,540 333,531
5, Bediya 5,720 x 4,351 11,043
6. ‘Beldar L,752 ¥ 3,132 1,089
7. Bhuimali 14,659 17,156 19,286 19,399
8, Bhuiya 60,308 51,773 LlL,522 64,063
9. Bhumij 83,268 74,976 78,804 86,439
10, Bind 18,911 10,437 16,591 18,881
11, Chamar- 89,386 98,398 99,706 87,692
12, Dhoba 98,184 95,923 92,639 70,570
134 Doai 242 * 887 t,936
14e Dom 147,758 131,219 128,593 110,348
15 Dosadh 35,293 30,255 28,652 30,133
16, Ghasi Ly 731 * 5,006 3,534
17, Gonrhi 8,582 * by 739 2,253
18. Harx 154,878 133,760 120,399 96,189
19, Jalia Kaibartta 98,835 135,277 122,003 83,969
20. Jhalo Malo or Malo 49,793 38,069 35,332 16,595
21, Kadar 810 & 960 597
22, Kandra 36,932 26,389 4,695 1,323
23. Kaora 107,239 104,529 104,300 131 ,288
2L, Karenga * * 9,851 8,704
25. Kaétﬁa 20,750 11,977 2,600 L7k

2'.........
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26, Kaur 9 * 317 1,101
27. Khaira 11,826 3,350 38,107 43,987
28. Khatik 7 % 1,075 3,633
29. Koch L8,677 54,327 12,071 931
30. Konai 1,753 15,300 34,682 32,422
31. Konwar * * 116 3,462
32. Kora Ll ,815 29,881 16,252 b3 oh5k
33. Kotal * 4,930 7,627 7,810
34. LalbegiV 36 * by 326 L35
35. Ladha 7,362 % 10,960 8,346
36, Lohar Iy, 939 65,413 48,182 63,689
37. Mahar 590 * 1,666 L, 206
38, Mahli 14,900 # 15,462 26,331
39. Mal 83,383 82,620 91,292 91,097
40. Mallah 17,619 % 15,194 21,529
L1. Malpahariya 8,635 * 6,83 4,813
L2. Mehtor v | 1,632 % 18,657 35,803
43. Muchi 285,348 263,639 267,576 281,669
L. Musahar 9,250 * 9,213 9,732
k5. Nagesia 1,277 ~ 1,97L 2,406
46, Namasudra 160,304 5,027 161,804 324,723
47. Nuniya 22,805 25,745 21,533 2,148
48. Paliya * * 39,848 12,125
L9, Pan 1,461 * 762. 1,337
50, Pasi 11,901 * 16,377 22,761
51+ Patni 7341k 7,717 5,909 33,034
52. Pod 393,168 431,327 476,589 593,093
53. Rabha. 722 * 3,015 5,113
5L. Rajbanshi 1,218,346 1,165,141 1,209,612 742,619
55. Rajwar 19,508 % 16,674 25,701
56. Suari 2,799 82,766 73,978 . 45,153
57. Tiyar 157,396 135,540 71,620 41,978
58, Turi 14,155 x 13,127 18,040

Notel~

Figure

not available.

i
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TABLE II - SCHEDULED TRIBES.

The table presents figures of 7 Castes
(as specified in the President's order of 1950},

determined ag the 1951 Census.

-t e - -~
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TABLE II.

POPULATION OF SCHEDULED TRIBES (NOTIFIED
UNDER THE PRESIDENT'S ORDER 1950) IN THE

CENSUSES 1911-1931 and 1951
WEST BENGAL.

Name of Caste 19P o P ﬁ_l ation in ?opulation‘ Remarks.
. %; 9%1 T9ii in l9gj. -
1. Bhutia 16,917 15,707 14,749 4,810
2. Lepeha 9,842 . 9,669 12,719 13,430
3. Mech 19,893 10,777 9,981 10,787
L« Mry % * L6 L ,696
. Munda 41,023 76,160 82,669 82,923
6. Oraon 139,593 175,809 197,466 393,296
7. Santal 636,900 762,615 753,663 845,395

* Figures'not available.
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TABLE ~ IIT - BACKWARD CLASSES.

This table presents figures for L5 Castes
included in the list of Backward Classes prepared by
the State Government at the time of the last Census,
Qut of 45 Castes 43 are included under Hindus and
2 under Muslims.

2 The table has been presented in two parts =~
(1) Hindus (ii) Muslims.

3. Column 5 of the table gives the estimated
population in 1951. This has been determined by
applying the percentage increase of the general
population of the state to the latest awvaillatle
census figures of each Caste. The total of the
estimated population in 1951 of these Castes shows

a decrease over the 1951 Census total of Backward
Classes. On account of the wide variation in the

two totals, no attempt has been made to adjust the

estimated population figures.
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TABLE III.

"POPULATION OF BACKWARD CLASSES (PROVISIONAL)
IN THE CENSUSLES OF 1911-1931 aND ESTIMATED
POPULATION IN 1951 (i) HINDUS.,

R HHK

Wes t Benga l.

: [ {Estimated
Name of Caste. Population in . {PopulationlRemarks.
T 7971 T 1921 7931 in 1951, .
1 2 L 3 L ] 5 6
1. Agariya * ® 126 177
2. Baglas * * % 5
3. Berua * % 31 Ll
4., Bhatiya * % 319 L48
5. Binjhia 689 s 203 285
6, Birhor ¥ 3 * %
7_,Brijia * * % *
g, Buddists x * * *
9, Bunnas * *“ * e
1O.Chacks * 3 % %
11, Chains 82,77k 71,718 * 108,491,
12, Chakma * * 6 8
13.Dhangar * * * *
1.,Dhasa * * o * *
15, Dhenuar * * Lb o2
16, Dulay f % ' * %
17.Gains * * * *
18, Garo * ok 1,419 1,993
19.Hajang ¥ * 30 b2
20, Hadi = * * *
21.Halal Khor 1,033 * 531 746
22. Ho 583 * 22 31
23,Jeoni a # * *
24 . Kahan * - X *

25. Kan * * 20 28



Himalayas and
Chittagong

including Nepalis.

Notes -~

{a) * Figures not available,

(b)

The total estimated population of
Backward Classes in 1951 (Hindus &
Muslims both) according tQ abgve
tables came 181,418 while the
enumerated Cchsus population of
Backward Classes in 1951 is
1,359,350, &s there is wide
variation in the two totals ngQ
attempt has been made to adjust
the estimated figures,

-=-000-~
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26.  Kandh 564 * 812 I,ib?
<7« . Karanis % % * %
28, Kapuria * * 170 239
29.  Khandait 35,793 37,375 * 56,539
30. Kharga %* * % *
31. Koiri 18,383 7,115 * 10,763
32, Korangas * * * *
33.  Kuki - # # % *
34. Lushai * * * *
35. Mahatos * ® * *
36. Magh * 15 * 23
37. Matial * * * *
38, Matia * ‘ * *
39. Mugs * * * *
40, Nat 2,020 * 203 285
41. Rohangia or & ® * *
sz, Tippore * . * *
43« Hill Tribes of % % * *
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TABLE T11.

POPULATION OF BACKWARD CLASSES (PROVISIONAL) IN
THE GENSUSES 1911 - 1931 AHD ESTIMATED POPULATION

IN 1951 (ii) MUSLIMS.
% k% %k ok ok Kk ¥

_ lEstimated
Name of Caste Population I njPopulation Remarks.
1911 1921 1931 11951,
l' 2. 3. L". 51 6'
1. Bhatiya 5 * * 7

Not e :~ A
* Figures not available.

Please see note at page No. 9,
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TABLE TV - NON-BACKWARD CLASSES.

This table presents figures for
32 Castes which comprise the 'Non-Backward Classes'
i.e. the castes left after excluding Scheduled ~
Castes, Scheduled Tribes & Backward Classes.
2 The estimate of 1951 population in this
table has been made in the same manner as in
Table III. The total of the estimated population
in 1951 of all Castes shows a decrease over the
1951 Census total. of Non-Backward Classes. On
account of wide variation 1in the two totals no
attempt has been made to adjust the estimated

population figures.

- o pan -
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TuoLd IV,

I\ THE ChNSUSZS 1911-1931 D ESTLdaTED .
POPULATION I 1951«

W®OR R K K

Wes t Beng...l*
o . ¥ ‘ [Estimeted |
J.me of Caste. { Population inlPopulationiRemarks.
. 1911 1 1921 . 93111931
wl. ' e 3- i!:l § 28 6‘ ...;»«-

1. sgrawelsa, 17,413 5,826 13,534 19,010 ~.

Agarbalia, Agarwar :
2. Baidye 28,527 35,351 40,943(a) 57,509
3, barui (Barai, Bara}, * 36,490 43,307 56,616

Baraji,, Barjibi,Barujibi,

Baishya,Baren jibi). )
4. Bhuinhar oo K 459 645
5. Bbranman 805,430 822,800 923,637 1,304,373
6. Gancha Banik 83,491 130,245 % 151,584
7. Jadav (Gooe,Goala) 493,286 447,669 46L,836(b)652,913
8 EXCAR,JShQ Sanik * * * *
9. Karan 52,603 50,495 <% 76,386
10,£armakar 157,637 145,295 * 219,794
1l.Kayastha 323,601 367,769 455,658 640,022
12.Kashatria or Lnetri * ¥ * *
13. {unbhagar * L¥ #* *
14 ahishya * * 1,942,178 2,727,983
15.1lalakar ok o * o
16.-ledak * * # *

17.Nath (Jogi or Jugi)

18..ajput

19.]aju

20 Sabfitribrahnan
(Nayee brahman,

Paramanik, hapit)

21. Satchasi (Crasaw

ghoba)
22.5atgope.

53,837 51,153 50,501(e) 70,934

133,587 110,036 139,005
51,004 52,091 56,732
135,495 171,977 178,753

18,650 5,971 %

195,248
251,078

9,336

521,70k 493,938 525,957(d)736,773

13,403 28,84L 45,616

Ok, 073
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2L. Selanki % 17,591 ° * 26,611
25. Subarnabamik 76,607 76,155 % 115,203
26. Sutradhar 63,926 57,266 . * 86,829
27. Swarnakar. =~ ¥ 41,773 * 63,192
. (senar) *° -
b . . ' s
28, Tambuli - o 47,676, Li,107 - - % 67,222
29. Tanti (e) 260,338  257,k46 269,247 378,184
30, Tili 305,764 282,372 160,820 225,889
31. Ugra Kshatfiya: ' % * % *
32. Vaisya 78 * A 115
NOTE s~
% Figures not available,
1. (a) Fiéures for Brahman-Badiya and Baidya Brahman
: are also included. -
(b) Figures for Abhir, ahir, Gop, Jadap, Pallab,
Yadav are also included.
(¢) Figuregfor Yogi, Yugi are also included.
(d) Figuresfor Satgola, Satchasi, Satchase and ,
Satsudaa are also included.
(e) Figure for tatwa &g~ also included.
2. The total estimated population of Ndn-Backward
Classes in 1951 according to above table came
8,278,907 while the enumerated Census population
of Non-Backward Classes in 1951 is 17,557,800,
As there is wide variation in the two totals
no attempt has been made to adjust the
estimated population figures.
~==~:000:~~~
BeKAEHTAL

" 16/8/ 5k,
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Bxtracts from the previous Census

Reports of West Bengal for Censuses
1921 and 1931.

A-SCHEDULED CASTES.

Bhuinmali. The figures returned for the Caste
amount to 72,804 compared with 81,952 in 1921 showing a
decrease of 11.2 per cent. But as in 1921 on the present
occas;on also the figures are misleading owing to the
fact that members of this group, which is one of the
sweeper and scavening castes, have continued to return
themselves as Malls under the name claimed by them and
have probably been.included amongst theme The Malis
show an increase of something approaching 50 per cent.
Over the figures~of 1921 and this rate of increase is
clearly not an accurate representation‘of the facts.

- 1931 Bengal Report ., Page 459.

Bagdi, Three quarters of the Bagdis, who now
number 895,397, are to be found in Western Bengal and
nearl& all the rest in adjoining districts of Central
Bengal.. They appear to have been the aboriginal race
whose habitat was the area just below the fringe of the
uplands in Western Bengal. Their number was stationary
between 1901 and 1911, but they have lost nearly 12 per
cent in the last decade mainly due to the accident that
their numbers happen to be greatest in the unhealthiest
strip of count¥y in the Province.

- 1921 Bengal Report, rage 350,

Chamar and Muchi. It is not an easy matter to

separate these two castes, which both follow traditionally
the occupation of leather workers. The Muchis generally
belong to Bengal, while the chamars are more nrften

immigrantS.se.eeee. PTC



dmmigrants from Bihar and further west; but in
considering the. variations which have taken place
in numbers from Census to Census it is better to
take the two Castes together than separately.

They were 548,913 in Bengal in 1901, 591,789 in
1911 and 569,966 in 1921 so that there has been a
decrease of 5.7 per cent in the last decade against
an increase of 7.8 per cent in the decade before.
No doubt the constrast is partiy due to the disabi-
lities of the last decade, but it is also true that
there has been a considerable falling of in the
immigration of such people as these from the west
in the last ten years.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 353,

Qgg; A decrease of 24,000 was returned
in 192f in the numbers of this éaste and a further
decrease of some 10 thousand is again recorded
during the present decade, their numbers in 1931
amounting to 140,067. They are principally
concentrated in the Burduan division which érovides
more than two thirds of the toétal numbers of the
Caste and outside the Burduép division they are found
in considerable numbers only in Murshidabad, Chittagong,
Calcutta and the 24-Parganas, OSome part of the decline
in numbers may be due to the return of members of this
caste under the generic term Mehtar, put the total so
returned is comparatively small (23,281) and it is more
likely that on this as on the previous occasions the
true caste has been concealed.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 463.

Dom, The Doms in Bengal are some 150,000

in number seesceess . PeTaO
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in number 24,000 less than the number returned in
1911 and 24.8 per cent less than in 1901, and
though this caste is often the very reverse of
prosperous there seems little doubﬁ that some of
them must have taken deliberately to denying their
true Caste at the time of enumefation especially in

Chittagong.
gons 1921 Bengal Report, Page 353.

Hari, The figures for Haris are 132,401

. showing a decrease of 1f per cent from the figure

for 1921, 148,847.  The decreasé has been continuous
for several decades and as in 1921 is no doubt
attributable to the fact that like other sweeper
Castes .many.have conceaied‘their“ﬁfue"Caste whilest
some few have possibly bcen returned under the generic
name HMehtar

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 467.

Hari. Like the Doms the Haris have shown
a remarkable decrease in the number returned since
1911 and probably for the $ame reason. The Caste

is now returned just under 150,000.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 35k¢

Jhalos and Malos., The Caste numbers 198,099 and

shows a decrease of 10.4 per cent. from 221,198, the
figure returned in 1921, due probably'to some exteny

to the claim to a fresh nomenclature thch has possibly
resulted in some of them being lost in the ranks of
undifferentiated Kshattriyas. They are most numerous
in Mymenéingh. Pabna, Dacca and Jesso;e. Their

meme is liabwe-to be confused both with the Mals

and witheessooseos



and with the Malis, but although upto 1921 the
aggregate of Mals and Malos had reﬁained.fairly
sonstant since 1901, on the present occasion and
it 1s unlikely that there has been any extensive
confusion between the various names.

- 1931 Bengal Report, mge L67 .

Kasthas The number returned in Midnapore
in 1901, 27,625, decreased to 20,713 in 1911 and
at the last Census was 11,977, only 43.4 per cent.
of the figures of 20 years ago. The reason for the
reduction would appear to be that individuals of the

Caste have returned themselves-as Kayastha.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 355 - 56.

Kochh, The Kochhes have declined from
131,273 in 1921 to 81,299 on the present ogcasion,
and as has been mentioned already therc is little’
doubt that, inspite of differences of Caste nomen-
clature, it is becoming increasingly difficult to
keep returns of Xochhes, who also claim to. be
Kshattriyas, Kochh Kshattriyas or Patti Kehtriyas and
in some cases actually adopt or claim the title
Rajbangshi, separate from those of Rajbangshis
proper with whom both they and the Paliyas have
ethnic affinities. The small numbers returned
in Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar and Rangpur, and indeed
in other districts of northern Bengal in general
where it wouid be expected to find them in strength
and where their greatest numbers were returned
in 1911 and 1921, lend éupport to this supposition,

- 1931 Benggl Report, pagze 474,
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Mahli. Their numbers were returned as
15,965 in 1901. gnd the increase is clearly due %o
emigration into Jalpaiguri where they numbered in
that year only 3,207 or less than half their present

numbers.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 428,

Mal or Maloe Taking the figures for Mal and

Malo together they have remained little changed since
1901, and the apparent increase of the Malos and
decrease of the Mals shown by the Census of 1911 and
reversed by the last Census may be taken to have been
caused by the confusion of the Caste némes. Mals

are now shown as 117,557 and Malos as 211,198,

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 357,

. Mali, The number of this Caste returned
on the present, occasion was 79,08l compared with
56,704 in 1921; but, as in 1921 , the figures are
misleading owing to the claim of the Bhuinmalis to
be known by this name and the probabllity, supported
by the decline in the figures of tﬂe Bhuinmalis, is
that some of them have been returned as Malis, The
claim of the Mali Caspéf&gisya status was disailowed,
but it is possible that some contiqued to return Vaisya
and thus to reduce the inflation of the numbers of
the Caste caused by the Bhuinmalis.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 479.

Mali (Malakar). The confusion which affects
LS B P .
the figures for Mali@iﬁetween Mali and Bhumali, and
it is probable that the increase of the Malis by

L5.9 per cent. which the Census figures.fer 1921



show over those of 1911 is fictitious, and due to
Bhumalis having been returned as Mali, a contraction
in common usey where the real Mali Caste is not
commonly found. The fact that the apparent increase
has been greatest in Mymensingh and Tippera renders

i

this the more probable.

-~ 1921 Bengal Report, page 357.

Rajbénsi (Kshattriya). The total number

has decreased by 4.5 per cent. since 1911 and 9.0

per cent. since 1901, and a decrease has undoubtedly
taken place, but it has been exaggerated by the fact
that a number of fishermen Caste, es&pecially in
Mymensingh,.Nadia and Murshidabad; returned themselves
as Rajbansis at former Censuses who were not permitted
to do so at this. In 1901, moreover, many Koches in
Northern Bengal were returned as Rajbansis. Many of
the Hajbansis have now taken the sacred thread and

at the time of the Census were prepared to use force
in support of their claim to be returned as Kshattriyas.

-1921 Bengal Report, Page 358,

Patni. The Patnis, traditionally employed as ,
than in 1911. The decrease has been most marked
ferrymen and boatmen, have been returned 30.7 per cent,- less,
in Mymensingh, and there is no doubt that a number of
them in that locality disguised their true Caste and were
returned as Chasi Kaibrattas (Mahisya), for they claim
the title of Mahisya'along with the Jalia Kaibrattas

as well as the Chasi Kaibrattas.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 358,

Tiyar. ' The numbers of this Caste had declined
from 215,270 to 175,721 between 1911 and 1921 and the

present.....‘....
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present Census marks a further decrease of more

than 45 per cent. to 96,413. The decrease is probably
very largely, if not entirely, due to the claim of
this Caste to such names as Mahishya and Rajbangshi
and to their successful evasion of the restriction

on tﬁe use of these names.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 487,

Tiyar. The number of the Caste in” Bengal
was returned at 213,511 in 1901 and 215,270 in
1911, but at no more than 175,721 in 1921, for a
movement of dissatisfaction withtheir position has
been started among them of recent years and
individuals Seenm go“haye returned themselves as
Mahisya (Chasi Kaibartta) and Rajbansi, instead of
using their correct Caste name.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 360,

BAGKWARD CLASSES 'C!.

Hadi, The Hadis numbered 14,334 all but 22 of
whom are found in the Mymensingh district in which
they ﬁﬁmbered 19,016 in 1921. The decrease in numbers
is perhaps ﬁart%i accounted for by the claim of tﬂe
Caste to be returncd as Haihaiya Kshattriyas and
the fact that it has been impossible to allocate
any so returned to their correct caste owing to the

fact that seme hame is also claimed by the Kalwars.

- 1931 Bengal Report, pages Lo5-466,

Kahar. Their number in Bengal has increased by
359 per cent., since 1911 and by 78.8 per cent. since
1901 and is now more than 120,000 among whom there is

a large preponderance of males. Their increase since
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1911 is the more remarkable in the face of the
falling of immigration from Bihar generally.-

The reason is that as casual labourers they are
eminently hard—workiné and they take up work
which is generally too strenuous for the Bengali.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 354,

Karan. Their number, 95,906, shows a
decrease of  14.0 per cent. since 1951 and 16.2 per
cent. since 1901, but the decrease is due very largely
to the fact that many now claim to be Telis, oil
meychants of a rather superior social position, and
returned themselves so at the time of the Census.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 355,

NON-BACKWARD CLASSES ' C !'.

Agarwal@s. Complete figures for Agarwalas
were obtained only for Calcutta .in 1921. They then
numbered 6,820 and in Calcutta their numbers have
declined to 4,752 at the present Census. - Throug! eut
the whole of Bengal they number 19,347 and as many as
1,000 or more are found only in Malda (3,286),
Jalpaizuri (1,329) and Rajshahi (1,239). In Galcutta
some part of their decrease 1is pfoﬁably due to the
non~cooperation in parts of the city where they were

particularly strong.

- 1931 Benggl Report, page L56.

Goala. The Goalas numbered 583,970 in 1921

and in that year they had lost 9.7 per cent,” of the

4

figure recorded in 1911 which aguin was ‘8.5 per cent,
) . i

less than that of 1901. On' the present occasion

their numbers have increased by 2.6 per cent. to
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599,283. They are most numerous in the districts
of Western and Centrzl Bengal but there are more
than 31,000 in Dacca and more than 21,000 in
Mymensingh and as many as 14,325 in Malda. The
increase sugéests that the recent.a&option of the
name Jadab and Yadava has checked the tenaencyﬂbf
"the well-to-do members of the Caste to return

themselves as Sadgops.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page L66.

Kayastha. The Kayasthas have increased,
from 1,297,736 in 1921 by 20.1 per cent. toq
1,558,475 in. 1931, With the Baidyas and the
Brahmans the Kayasthas ferm the uppar class of
Bengali Hindu aociety, and they are the most
numerous Caste in Bengal. Their greatest numbers
are found in Chittagong (184,735), Calcutta (160,630),
Mymensingh(151,116), Dacca (144,193), Bakarganj
(137,310) and Tippera (133,741). The rate of
increase is high but is less than the increase
(16.5) pér cent, recorded in 1921. Even so, however,
it is probably exaggerated by an increasing number
of other castes claiming to be Kayasthas and recording
themselves-as such.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page L71.

Kayastha. The Kayasthas now number 1,297,736
and, according to the Census feturns, have increasgd
by 16.5 per cent. since 1911 and by 31.8 per cent, since
1901, but this increasc has been exaggerated for there
is no doubt that individuals of other castes, especially
Sudras and Baruis, rcturned themselves as Kayasthas who

certainly were nothing of the sort.
~ 1921 Bengal Report, Page 356,
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Mahishya. The Mahishyas are the most
numerous Caste in Bengal. They number 2,381,206 and have
increased by 7.7 per cent..from 2,210,684 inh19211
They are most numerpus in Midnapore (883,367) and the
24 Parganas(329,480), but they are found in every
district except the Ghittagong Hill Tracts and although
their numbers have probably been swelled by the inclusion
in some parts of Jalia Kaibarttas -'r possibly Patnis
and other fishing Castes claiming Lo have taken to
agriculture and to be entitled to the use of this
name, there is no reason to beligve that the casté
has ndh substantially increased during the last decades

-1931 Bengal Report, page L77.

Sadgops. The caste has declined in
numbers in successive decades from 1901 to 1911 and
1911 to 1921 and the name covers groups in Northern,
Western and Eastern Bengal said to be of entirely
different origin. They were returned in the greatest
strength in Western Bengal which contributed over two-
thirds of their number and the adjoining districis
of Malday Murshidabad, 24-Parganas and Calcutta also
.contributed very nearly one fifth. The figures include
those returned as Satchasis. This is a eynonym of
Sadgop in Western Bengal, but the Chasadhopas have
also adopted it as a name. The inclusion of those
returned under it was probably a mistake and it is
quite possible that_some part of the increase if not
all is due to the'iﬁclusion of persopgs who ought to
have been classed as Chasadhopas.

- 1931 Bengal Report, page 48L.
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Tanti and Tatwe. Tantis and Tatuas were

312,927 in 1901, 322,983 in 1911 and 319,613in 19321,
so that, though they have lost 1.0 per cent., since
1911, they are 2.1 per cent moré than they were

20 years ago, This distinction between Tantis and
Jugis have never caused any difficulty, and the
fact that recently the Jugis have inoreased in
numbers while the Tantistggve decreased, is to be
put down to the fact thaEZEﬁgis belong to the
progressive Eastern Bengal, while the Tantis belong
to the rather dccadent (from thc point of view of

the Census figures) Western Bengal.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 360,

Teli and Tili., The Telis and Tilis were

L03,959 in 1901, 419,122 in 1911 and have now been
returned at 395,926, There is no doubt that this
number includes a contingent whieh should correctly
have been returned as Kalus, and.this and the fact
that the returns show a decrease on this occasion
points to a number of Telis having denied their true
Caste. They seem to have put themsclves down as
Gandrabaniks.

- 1921 Bengal Report, page 360,






