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FOREWORD 

A study titled" Recent Literacy Trends in India" was under­
taken by the authors in 1986 and brought out by this office as Oc­
casional Paper 1 of 1987. This study was well received and had 
to be reprinted. 

The proposal from the Program on Population of the East­
West Center to update this study on the basis of the 1991 Census 
literacy data was a welcome suggestion and this office agreed to 
print this study as an Occasional Paper. 

The present updated study, based primarily on the 1991 Cen­
sus provisional data, was completed by the authors at Honolulu 
in October, 1992. As the final literacy data was likely to be released 
soon thereafter, the printing of the study was withheld. The study 
has now been revised by the authors at New Delhi on the basis 
of the 1991 Census final literacy data released recently. The 1991 
Census literacy data for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
population has not yet been released; hence, the present study 
is restricted to the 1981 Census literacy data. It can, how$ver, be 
further revised when the 1991 Census literacy data for Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe population is released. 

I thank the authors for the efforts they have put in and hope 
that, like the earlier study of 1986, this work will also be of interest 
to data users. I also thank the Program on Population of the East­
West Center and the United States Agency for International De­
velopment for making this work possible by giving financial 
support. 

New Delhi 
January 29, 1993 

A. R. Nanda 
Registrar General & 

Census Commissioner, India 
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INTRODUCTION 

Literacy greatly expands the range of human potentialities 
and is a worthwhile goal in its own right. Literacy is also an impor­
tant driving force behind economic and social development, and 
it is a powerful influence that tends to reduce fertility and there­
fore helps to ameliorate India's pressing population problem. 

The goal of free and compulsory education through the age 
of 14 is enshrined as a Directive Principle of India's Constitution. 
Over the years a great deal of thinking has gone into how to 
achieve this goal. In 1948-50 the Kher Committee considered the 
prospects of primary education in detail (Ministry of Education, 
1950). In 1964-66, the Kothari Commission did another compre­
hensive study of education in India (Ministry of Education, 1966). 
The National Policy of 1968 was a milestone that stressed the need 
for a radical reconstruction of the education system to achieve the 
goal laid out in the Constitution (Ministry of Education and Social 
Welfare, 1968). In 1976, a Constitutional Amendment established 
Education in the Concurrent List (the official list of subjects for 
which the Centre and the States assume joint responsibility). This 
was a vital step which called for a new sharing of responsibility 
between the Union Government and the States in this vital area 
of national life. Before 1976, education was a State subject. 

Unfortunately, the strategies in the 1968 National Policy and 
the 1976 Constitutional Amendment were not fully realized. As a 
result, problems of school access, educational quality and finan­
cial outlay accumulated for a number of years. This necessitated 
a major review of the National Policy in 1986, which recognized 
that the current rate of improvement in education was insufficient 
to meet India's needs. The 1986 policy resulted in a substantial 
increase of resources devoted to education. At the time of this writ­
ing, the policy is again under review, illustrating the Government's 
continued concerns in this area. 

Despite the shortfalls, a great deal of progress has been 
made. At the present time there are more than 810 thousand 
schools and colleges, with more than 4 million teachers and an 
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annual budget of more than Rs. 120,410 million. Nevertheless, at 
the time of the 1991 Census, the literacy rate (literates as a per 
cent of population for persons aged 7 and over) was only 52.2 per 
cent, and for females it was only 39.2 per cent. Moreover, literacy 
rates were highly variable, with some States and Union Territories 
having much higher literacy rates than others. Also, literacy rates 
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were considerably low· 
er than literacy rates for the Non·Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe 
population in 1981, the latest date for which rates for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes have so far been published. 

The present study updates and expands a previous study of 
literacy trends in India up to 1981, which was published by the 
Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India, 
as Occasional Paper No.1 of 1987 (Sharma and Retherford, 1987). 
Here we utilize, in addition to data from the 1991 Census, data from 
the Department of Education of the Government of India in order 
to provide a broader perspective. However, because age·specific 
literacy data have not yet been published from the 1991 Census, 
it has not t.3en possible to update the aga.specific analyses in­
cluded in our earlier study. It has also not been possible to up­
date the earlier findings on quality of literacy (where we utilized 
information on educational levels of literates) and developmental 
correlates of female literacy. 

This study focuses on the intercensal period 1981-91, prin­
cipal data sources being the 1981 and 1991 Censuses. The refer­
ence date for these two censuses was 1 March. Because the 1981 
Census could not oe held in Assam, due to disturbed conditions 
then prevailing in that State, and because the 1991 Census has 
yet to be taken in Jammu & Kashmir, these two states are exclud· 
ed from our analysiS of census data, in order to make comparable 
the 1981 and 1991 data. 

Problems of comparability also arise from a slight change 
in the definition of literacy in the 1991 Census. Before 1991, litera­
cy was defined as the ability to read and write with understanding 
in any language. To be classified as literate, a person need not 
have received any formal education or passed any minimum stan­
dard. A person who could read but not write was not defined as 
Uterate. Persons below age 5 were defined as illiterate. In the 1991 
Oensus, 'the definition was changed slightly so that persons be-



Introduction 3 

low age 7 were defined as illiterate. We have adjusted the 1981 
literacy data to conform to the 1991 redefinition, so that both sets 
of data refer only to persons aged 7 and over. 

In our previous study, literacy rates were calculated by divid­
ing literates, as defined in the 1981 Census, by total population 
irrespective of age, and then multiplying by 100, so that the rate 
is expressed as a percentage. In the present study, literacy rates 
are calculated differently, by dividing the number of literates at ages 
7 and over by population aged 7 and over. Thus the literacy rates 
for 1981 presented in this study are not comparable to the literacy 
rates for 1981 presented in our previous study, cited above. In this 
study, literacy rates for both 1981 and 1991 are calculated accord­
ing to the new 1991 definition. 

This study begins by examining literacy trends for India, with 
breakdowns by sex and rural-urban residence. Literacy rates are 
also presented for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Non­
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, but only for 1981, since the 
1991 results for these groups are not yet available. We also present 
literacy data for households, again limited to 1981. These results 
for India as a whole are followed by a similar analysis for States 
and Union Territories. In the case of India as a whole, the discus­
sion of literacy trends and rates is followed by an analysis of en­
rolment trends in Classes I-V. The final part of the study presents 
some rough projections of literacy rates for States and Union Ter­
ritories. These projections are compared with projections made 
in our earlier study. Appendix Tables 1-8 present detailed census 
and other data on which the analysis is based. 





LITERACY RATES FOR INDIA 

In India, excluding Assam and Jammu & Kashmir, popula­
tion aged 7 and over grew by 25.0 per cent between 1981 and 1991, 
as shown in Table 1 and Figure 1. The literate population grew 
almost twice as fast during the same period, by 49.4 per cent. 
Although the literacy rate for population aged 7 and over increased 
from 43.7 per cent to 52.2 per cent, as shown in Figure 2, general 

r.ble1: Population by liter8cy _tu. (In million.) and Ut.r'ac:y ... _ by 
.. x, 1.1 and I_INDIA· 

Population, sex .,d 1981 1991 Per cent growth 
literacy status 1981-81 

1 2 3 4 

Total population 
Persons 659.3 816.2 23.8 
Males 340.8 423.6 24.3 
Females 318.5 392.6 23.3 

Population aged 7+ 
Persons 

Total 536.2 670.1 25.0 
Litarates 234.1 349.7 49.4 
lIIitara •• 302.1 320.4 6.1 

Males 
Total 278.0 348.5 25.3 
Literates 157.0 223.7 42.4 
lIlitarates 121.0 124.8 3.1 

Females 
Total 258.2 321.6 24.6 
Literates n.1 126.0 63.6 
IIHterates 181.1 195.6 8.0 

Uteracy rate (%) 
Persons 43.7 52.2 
Males 56.5 64.2 
Females 29.9 39.2 

-Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Note: Per cent growth and literacy ..... .,. c:aIcuIalid from motW detailed 
population figures than shown in Ihe table. 
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Figure 1: Number of literates and illiterates aged 7 and over 
by rural-urban residence and sex, 1981 and 1991, 
India (excluding Assam and Jammu & Kashmir) . 
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population growth was rapid enough that the illiterate population 
still increased by 6.1 per cent. The 1991 Census marks the first 
census in which literates outnumbered illiterates in the relevant 
age range. 

These figures for both sexes combined conceal substantial 
differences by sex. The number of male literates grew by 66.7 mil .. 
lion; an increase of 42.4 per cent, whereas the number of female 
literates grew by 49.0 million, an increase of 63.6 per cent. The 
reason why the absolute number of literates increased more for 
males but the percentage literate increased more for females is 
that female literates started out from a smaHer base. Despite the 
increases in percentage literate, the number of male illiterates in­
creased by 3.8 million, or 3.1 per cent, for males and 14.5 million, 
or 8.0 per cent, for females. The literacy rate increased by 7.7 per­
centage points, from 56.5 to 64.2 per cent, for males, and by 9.3 
percentage points, from 29.9 to 39.2 per cent, for females. 

Because of rural-urban migration and reclassification of many 
rural areas to urban, urban population grew almost twice as fast 
as rural population between 1981 and 1991. As shown in Table 2, 
population aged 7 and over grew by 20.7 per cent for rural and 
38.5 per cent for urban. By 1991, the population aged 7 and over 
was 26.9 per cent urban. The number of literates grew by 49.0 per 
cent in rural areas and 50.1 per cent in urban areas, but because 
of the larger rural population base, the absolute increase in the 
number of literates was about 1.6 times greater in rural than in ur­
ban areas. The number of illiterates increased by 12.2 million, or 
4.6 per cent, in rural areas and by 6.1 million, or 14.5 per cent, 
in urban areas. Again, the contrasting picture presented by abso­
lute increases and percentage increases is due to the large differ­
ence in the base populations. 

For males the literate population increased by a higher per­
centage in urban areas than in rural areas (44.3 per cent compared 
with 41.5 per cent), whereas for females the literate population in­
creased by a lower percentage in urban areas than in rural areas 
(59.2 per cent compared with 07.1 per cent). The illiterate popula­
tion increased by 1.7 per cent in rural areas and 11.9 per cent in 
urban areas for males, and 6.6 per cent in rural areas and 16.1 
per cent in urban areas for females. The large increase in the num­
ber of iUiterates in urban areas probably occurred because of sub-
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Table 2: Population aged 7 and OWl' (In mJlIona) by rurakIrban rMIcIenoe. 
_x and llwacy 1Utua, 1881 and 1"1, INDIA-

Residence, sex 1981 1991 Per cent growth 
and Ilteracy_ .ta1us 1981-91 

1 2 3 4 

RuraJ 

Persons 4062 490 1 207 
Lrterates 146.6 2183 490 
Ilkterales 2596 2718 46 

Males 2083 2531 215 
uterales 1035 146 4 415 
,",terates 1048 106 7 17 

Females 1979 2370 198 
uterates 431 719 671 
illiterates 1548 165 1 66 

Urban 

Persons 1300 1800 385 
Llterates 875 1314 501 
illiterates 425 486 145 

Males 697 954 368 
uterates 535 n3 443 
illiterates 162 181 119 

Females 603 846 404 
LIterates 340 541 592 
IHlterates 263 305 161 

·Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir 

Note Per cent growth was calculated from more detailed population 
figures than shown In the table 

stantial intercensal rural-urban migration and because migrants 
had much lower literacy·rates than the resident urban population. 

literacy rates are much higher in urban than in rural areas, 
as shown in Table 3. In rural and urban areas, respectively, these 
rates were 36.1 and 67.3 per cent in 1981 and 44.5 and 73.0 per 
cent in 1991. In rural areas the percentage point increase in litera­
cy rates was about the same for males and females, while in ur-
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Table S: LIl--r __ tor population .. 7 and over by I'W'IIHnM 
.... Id .... and .... 1 .. 1 and 1M1.1NDIA· 

Residence 1981 1991 \ncreue 
andaex ODin .. } 

1 2 3 .. 
To&aI 

Persons 43.7 52.2 8.5 
Males 56.5 64.2 7.7 
Females 29.9 39.2 9.3 

Rural 
Persons 36.1 44.5 8." 
Males 49.7 57.8 8.1 
Females 21.8 30.4 8.6 

Urban 
Persons 67.3 73.0 5.7 
Males 76.8 81.0 4.2 
Females 56.4 63.9 7.5 

·Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

9 

Note: Uteracy rates are measured as simple percentages. Rates were calculated 
from more detailed population figures than shown in the table. 

ban areas the increase was considerably higher for females than 
for males. The male-female difference in literacy rates is consider­
ably lower in urban areas than in rural areas in both 1981 and 1991. 

Table 4 shows these male-female differences by residence 
in more detail. In rural areas, the male-female difference in litera­
cy rates hardly changed between 1981 and 1991. In urban areas, 
however, this difference declined from 20.4 to 17.1 percentage 
points. A somewhat different picture emerges if one looks at fe­
male/male ratios of literacy rates instead of ma'e-female differences 
between rates. The female/male ratios uniformly increased, from 
43.9 to 52.6 per cent for rural, and from 73.4 to 78.9 per cent for 
urban. The general conclusion from this table is that female liter­
acy rates are gradually catching up with male literacy rates. 

Whereas Table 4 presented male-female differentials in liter­
acy rates by rural-urban residence, Table 5 presents rural-urban 
differentials in literacy rates by sex. For males, the urban-rural 

2-145 RGI/93. 
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difference in literacy rates declined sharply from 27.1 to 23.2 per­
centage points between 1981 and 1991, while for females it 
declined only slightly from 34.6 to 33.5 percentage points. One can 
also 'ook at rural/urban ratios of literacy rates, as in the second 
panel of Table 5. The rural/urban ratio increased from 64.7 to 71.4 
per cent for males and from 38.7 to 47.6 for females. The percent­
age point Increase in this ratio is somewhat greater for females 
than for males. The general conclusion from this table is that urban­
rural differentials in literacy rates are gradually declining. 

T.bl. 4: M.I.fem ... dlff .... ntl.l. In IIt.racy rat .. by rural-urban r .. ld.nce, 
1881 .nd 19fn, INDIA· 

Differential Residence 1981 1991 
1 2 3 4 

Male-female difference Total 266 250 
In literacy rates Rural 279 274 
(percentage points) Urban 204 17 1 

Female literacy rate Total 529 61 1 
as per cent of male Rural 439 526 
literacy rate Urban 734 789 

* Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir 

Note Differentials were computed from rates gIVen In Table 3 

Table 6: Aural-Urban dlnerenU.lsln IIt.racy r.t .. by .. x, 1881-1881, INDIA· 

Dlfferenbal Sex 1981 1991 
1 2 3 4 

Urban-rural difference Persons 312 285 
In hteracy rates Males 271 23.2 
(percentage pamts) Females 346 335 

Rural literacy rate Persons 536 610 
• per cent of urban Males 647 714 
Ifteraey rate Females 38.7 47.6 

• Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Note: Differentials were computed from rates given in Table 3 
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It is also of interest to examine literacy rates for Scheduled 
Castes, Sc~uled Tribes and Non-Scheduled CasteslScheduied 
Tribes. Articles 341 and 342 of India's Constitution lay down guide­
lines for identifying castes and tribes at the lowest rung of the s0-
cial and economic ladder which are in need of speCial attention 
for improving thbll' lot. The first lists of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes were subsequently issued under Constitution 
(Scheduled Castes) Order 1950. These lists have been amended 
or supplemented from time to time and have grown larger over 
the years. The trends in literacy rates for Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes are important indicators of social uplift. Literacy 
data for these groups are presented here only for 1981, since com­
parable data from the 1991 Census are not yet available. 

The distribution of India's population aged 7 and over by 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled 
Castes/Scheduled Tribes (the remainder of the population) is 
shown in Table 6 and Figure 3. In 1981, India's population aged 
7 and over was 15.4 per cent Scheduled Castes, 7.7 per cent 

Tabl. 6: Distribution of 11t .... 1. and 1111t.r.t. population aged 7 and oyer 
among Scheduled Cast •• Scheduled Trl" and Non-Schedul.d 
C.stMlScheduled Tribes by .. x, 1881. INDIA· 

Sex and Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
literacy status (aaed 7 and over) Castes Tribes SCsISTs 

1 2 3 4 5 

Persons 
Total 100.0 (536.2) 15.4 7.7 76.9 
Uterates 100.0 (234.1) 9.1 3.5 87.4 
Illiterates 100.0 (302.1) 20.2 11.0 68.8 

Males 
Total 100.0 (278.0) 15.4 7.5 n.l 
Uterates 100.0 (157.0) 10.3 4.0 85.7 
Illiterates 100.0 (121.0) 22.1 12.1 65.8 

Females 
Total 100.0 (258.2) 15.4 7.9 76.7 
Uterates 100.0 en.l) 6.7 2.5 90.8 
Illiterates 100.0 (181.1) 19.0 10.2 70.8 

• Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Note: Numbers in par ...... are population in millions. 
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Figure 3: Distribution of literate and illiterate population 
aged 7 and over among Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled Castel 
Scheduled Tribe by sex 1981, India (excluding 
Assam and Jammu & Kashmir) 
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Scheduled Tribes and 76.9 per cent Non-Scheduled CasteslSched­
uled Tribes. But Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were un­
derrepresented among literates and overrepresented among 
illiterates. The table shows that the literate population was 9.1 per 
cent Scheduled Caste, 3.5 per cent Scheduled Tribe and 87.4 per 
cent Non-Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe. 

Table 6 and Figure 3 also break down the distributions by 
sex. The figures for males are rather similar to those for the total 
population as just described. The figures for females, however, in­
dicate that Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were severe­
ly underrepresented among female literates in 1981. Female 
literates were 6.7 per cent Scheduled Caste, 2.5 per cent Sched­
uled Tribe and 90.8 per cent Non-Scheduled Caste/Scheduled 
Tribe. Comparable figures fo!' total females were 15.3, 7.9 and 76.7 
per cent. 

The comparatively low literacy levels of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes are measured more directly by their litera­
cy rates, shown in Table 7. For the population not broken down 
by sex or residence, these rates were 25.8 per cent for Scheduled 

Tabl. 7: LlterKY rat .. for Scheduled caat., Scheduled Tribe and Non­
Scheduled CastelScheciuled Tribe population aged 7 and oyer 
by rura.-urblin residence and .. x, 1881, INDIA· 

Population Residence Persons Males Females 
i (aged 7 and over) 

1 2 3 4 5 

Scheduled Castes Total 25.& 37.7 13.0 
Rural 22.3 33.9 10.0 
Urban 43.& 56.7 29.0 

Scheduled Tribes Total 19.&. 29.& 9.6 
Rural 1&.1 27.9 8.2 
Urban 45.3 56.6 32.6 

Non-SCslSTs Total 49.6 62.9 35.3 
RwaJ 41.6 56.2 26.3 
Utban 70.6 79.6 60.1 

• Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Note: Computed from data in Appendix Tables 3-5. 



14 Uteracy Trends in the 19808 in India 

Castes, 19.8 per cent for Scheduled Tribes and 49.6 per cent for 
Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Comparable figures for 
males were 51.7, 29.8 and 62.9 per cent, and comparable figures 
for females were 13.0, 9.6 and 35.3 per cent. For males, literacy 
rates for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were about half 
as high as rates for Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, with 
the rates for Scheduled Tribes somewhat lower than those for 
Scheduled Castes. For females, the disparities were even great­
er; f~r example, the literacy rate for Scheduled Tribes was less than 
a third of the rate for Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. 

Table 7 shows further detail by rural-urban residence. The 
literacy rates for urban tended to be substantially higher than for 
rural, and this was true for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
as well as for Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. The rural­
urban differences were especially large for females; for Sched­
uled Tribes, the female literacy rate for urban was almost four times 
higher than the rate for rut'al. 

It is also of considerable interest to investigate literacy by 
households, as opposed to individuals. The 1981 Census is the 
first census for which such data have been tabulated. Table 8 
shows the percentage of households with no literate member for 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled 
Castes/Scheduled Tribes, by household size and rural-urban resi­
dence. The percentage of households that were totally illiterate (no 
member of the household could read and write) was 32.9 for the 
whole country, 38.4 for rural and 15.6 for urban. Comparable per­
centages were 49.6, 52.9 and 31.5 for Scheduled Castes, 58.7,60.3 
and 36.8 for Scheduled Tribes, and 26.5, 31.7 and 13.1 for Non­
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. More than half of Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe households were totally illiterate, the 
situation being somewhat worse in the case of Scheduled Tribes. 

Table 8 and Figure 4 further break down the findings by 
household size. The larger the household size, the lower the per­
centage of households that were totally illiterate. Looked at another 
way, the larger the household, the larger the probability that at least 
one person in the household was literate. It is noteworthy that even 
in households with 6 or more members, the percentage with no 
literate members was 22.4 for the whole country, 35.9 for Sched­
uled Castes, 46.7 for Scheduled Tribes and 17.4 for Non-Scheduled 
CasteslScheduled Tribes. 
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Table 8: Percenblge of houaehoIda wlCh no lit .... member among 
Scheduled c ...... Scheduled TrtbH and Non-Schedul.d 
CaateslSchecluled Tribes by houHhoid size and rural­
urban r.aklence, 1181. INOlA· 

I 
Residence Number of Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-

household Castes Tribes SCslSTs 
members 

1 2 3 4 -5-- 6 

Total Total 32.9 49.6 58.7 26.5 
1 62.8 83.4 80.9 57.6 
2 53.3 73.3 78.7 45.3 
3 42.5 60.4 69.9 34.4 
4 36.4 54.1 64.3 28.7 
5 31.2 47.5- 58.3 24.4 

6+ 22.4 35.9 46.7 17.4 

Rural Total 38.4 52.9 60.3 31.7 
1 72.1 87.3 84.1 67.4 
2 61.7 76.7 80.7 54.2 
3 SO.O 63.7 71.7 42.0 
4 43.3 57.4 65.9 35.6 
5 37.3 50.9 59.9 30.2 

6+ 26.4 39.2 48.2 20.9 

Urban To&al 15.6 31.5 36.8 13.1 
1 41.1 66.2 57.6 38.1 
2 28.9 55.0 56.3 24.7 
3 19.9 41.5 46.1 16.3 
4 15.2 35.0 40.3 12.1 
5 12.0 28.0 33.~ 9.5 

6+ 9.0 19.1 22.7 7.5 

• Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Note: Computed from data contained in Appendix T a~ 6. 

15 

The above discussion of literacy rates can be complement­
ed by an examination of enrolment ratios for primary school 'Class­
es '-V'. The enrolment ratios are obtained not from the Census but 
from data collected and published annually by the Department of 
Education of the Government of India. In Table 9 we present en­
rolment ratios for 1980-81 and 1990-91. 

A striking feature of Table 9 is that many of the enrolment 
ratios for boys exceed 100 per cent, which on the face of it seems 
impossible. To understand the source of this oddity, one must ex-
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Figure 4: Percentage of households with no literate 
member by household size, 1981, India 
(excluding Assam and Jammu & Kashmir) 
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amine the methodology by which the enrolmeot ratios were cal­
culated. The Department of Education calculated the ratios by 
dividing the number of students enrolled at the start of the aca­
demic year in Classes I-V by the number of persons aged 6-11 
years. Enrolment ratios higher than 100 per cent can occur be­
cause enrolment in Classes I-V often includes children outside this 
age range. The enrolment ratios may also be overestimated be-
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cause children enrolled at the start of the year may drop out dur­
ing the year. 

Between 1980-81 and 1990-91 for the country as a whole, 
the enrolment ratio, as defined above, increased from 83.1 to 101.0 
per cent. It increased from 99.0 to 115.3 per cent for boys, and from 
66.2 to 86.0 per cent for girls. The trends for Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes were even more dramatic. The enrolment 
ratio increased from 82.2 to 102.2 per cent for Scheduled Castes, 
and from 70.0 to 103.3 per cent for Scheduled Tribes. For boys the 
enrolment ratio in 1990-91 reached 126.8 for Scheduled Tribes and 
122.7 for Scheduled Castes. It reached only 112.6 for Non­
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Unfortunately, these results 
are somewhat misleading and difficult to interpret, because of the 
lack of adjustment for dropouts and because the age range of the 
numerator of the enrolment ratios differs from the age range of 
the denominator to an unknown extent. Dropout rates (calculated 
as the proportion of enrolled students at the start of Class I who 
are still enrolled at the start of Class V four years later) are on the 
order of 50 per cent (Department of Women and Child Develop­
ment, 1992). Nevertheless, the results in Table 9 do suggest that 
substantial improvements in enrolment ratios occurred between 

Table 8: Enrolment r.tlos for population aged 6-11 ye.,.ln CI ..... I-V 
among Scheduled C •• te., Scheduled Trib .. and Non-SChed ..... d 
CastealScheduled Tribes by .. x, 1880-81 .nd 1880-81, INDIA· 

==~~--~==================T=====================~ 
Segment of Year 
pO_f)u!ation ___________________ _ 

1 2 ------------ ---- --

Total 1980-81 
1990-91 

Scheduled Castes 1980-81 
1990-91 

Scheduled Tribes 1980-81 
1990-91 

Non-SCs/STs 1980-81 
1990-91 

• Includes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Both sexes Boys Girls 

----3--- --4-- 5 ----
------ - ------------11 

83.1 
101.0 

82.2 
102.2 

70.0 
103.3 

84.5 
100.5 

99-0 
115.3 

105.4 
122.7 

94.2 
126.8 

98.2 
112.6 

66.2 
86.0 

57.8 
SO.6 

45.9 
78.6 

69.9 
87.8 
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1980-81 and 1990-91, and that these improvements were appar­
ently larger for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes than for 
Non-Scheduled CasteS/Scheduled Tribes. 

Other evidence of government effort is shown in Table 10, 
which shows annual government expenditures for education. Be­
tween 1980-81 and 1989-90, budgeted expenditure (revenue ac­
count) on education, measured in constant rupees, increased by 
78.1 per cent. Per capita (not per student) expenditure on educa­
tion, again In constant rupees, increased by 48.9 per cent, from 
49.5 to 73.7 rupees. Despite the increases in these measures, and 
because total government expenditures increased faster than ex­
penditures on education, the percentage of total government ex­
penditure devoted to education declined from 24.5 to 19.9 per cent. 

Table 10: Budgeted expendltur. (revenue account) on education, 11)80-81 
and 11)8G-", INDIA· 

--
Expendl ture 1980-81 1989-90 1989-90 Adjusted 

adjusted 1989-90 
for expenditure 
Inflation as per cent 

of 1980-81 _.-
1 

--r----
2
-- -

3 4 5 --

Budgeted expenditure 
(millions of Rupees) 

Total 34,144.8 120,4198 60,8181 1781 
Plan 3,8503 14,933 6 7,5422 1959 
Non-Plan 30,2945 105,486 2 53,2759 1759 

Per capita budgeted 495 1460 737 1489 
expenditure (Rupees) 

Budgeted expenditure on 245 199 
education as per cent of 
total budgeted expenditure 
(revenue account) 

-Includes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir 

One expects that increased Government resources devoted 
to education should have resulted in accelerated improvements 
in literacy rates in recent years. We shall return to an empirical 
examination of this question in the penultimate section of this study. 



LITERACY RATES 
FOR STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES 

The States and Union Territories of India show considerable 
variability in literacy rates, as shown in Table 11. The 1991 literapy 
rate for population aged 7 and over varied from 38.5 per cent in 
Bihar to 89.8 per cent in Kerala. States and Union Territories with 
literacy rates below 50 per cent were Meghalaya, Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Rajasthan and Bihar. States and Union Ter­
ritories with literacy rates above 75 per cent were Kerala, Mizoram, 
Lakshadweep, Chandigarh, Goa and Delhi. 

The literacy rate increased in every State and Union Territo­
ry between 1981 and 1991, as shown in Table 11. Because the in­
creases were larger in some cases than others, the ranking of 
States and Union Territories by literacy changed somewhat over 
the decade. The nine states that moved up in the ranking were 
Goa, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland and Punjab (up by one 
rank); Himachal Pradesh and Lakshadweep (up by two ranks); and 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim (up by three ranks). In Sikkim the 
literacy rate increased from 41.6 to 56.9 per cent, and in Arunachal 
Pradesh from 25.6 to 41.6 per cent. Although these increases were 
dramatic, the population of these two states was quite small, as 
shown in the table, so that the dramatic increases in literacy rates 
for these states did not have a major impact on the national litera­
cy rate. 

The eleven states that moved down in the ranking were And­
hra Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka, Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu, West 
Bengal and Dadra & Nagar Haveli (down by one rank); and Bihar, 
Gujarat, Chandigarh and Delhi (down by two ranks). The remain­
ing ten States and Union Territories maintained their ranking over 
the decade. India's most populous state, Uttar Pradesh, continued 
to occupy the 26th rank, and Bihar, the second most populous 
state, slipped from 28th to 30th (bottom) rank. 

On the whole, Table 11 indicates that the spread of literacy 
has been fairly uniform among most of the States and Union Ter-
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ritories, since ten States and Union Territories did not change their 
rank and another twelve moved up or down by only one rank. Only 
eight States and Union Territories shifted two or more ranks over 
the decade. 

Table 11: Literacy rat .. for population aged 7 and over for Stat .. and 
Union Terrltorle., 1081 and 1"1 

India/State/ Population a.ged 7 + literacy Rate Rank 
Union Territory in 1991 (millions) 1981 1991 1981 1991 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

INDIA· 670.17 43.7 52.2 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 55.54 35.7 44.1 24 25 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 0.68 25.6 41.6 30 27 
3. Bihar 68.61 32.1 38.5 2B 30 
4. Goa 1.03 65.7 75.5 6 5 
5. Gujarat 34.4B 52.2 61.3 12 14 
6. Haryana 13.34 43.9 55.8 20 21 
7. Himachal Pradesh 4.33 51.2 63.9 13 11 
B. Karnataka 37.50 46.2 56.0 19 20 
9. Kerala 25.26 81.6 89.8 1 1 

10. Madhya Pradesh 53.09 34.2 44.2 25 24 
11. Maharashtra 65.43 55.8 64.9 10 10 
12. Manipur 1.53 49.7 59.9 16 16 
13. Meghalaya 1.38 42.0 49.1 21 22 
14. Mizoram 0.56 74.3 82.3 3 2 
15. Nagaland 1.00 50.3 61.5 14 13 
16. Orissa 26.31 41.0 49.1 23 23 
17. Punjab 16.98 48.2 58.5 18 17 
1 B. Rajasthan 35.15 30.1 38.6 29 29 
19. Sikkim 0.33 41.6 56.9 22 19 
20. Tamil Nadu 48.41 54.4 62.7 11 12 
21. Tripura 2.26 50.1 60.4 15 15 
22. Uttar Pradesh 110.91 33.4 41.6 26 26 
23. West Bengal 56.52 48.6 57.7 17 18 

Union Territories 
1. A & N Islands 0.24 63.2 73.0 8 8 
2. Chandigarh .0.55 74.8 17.8 2 4 
3. 0& N Haveli 0.11 32.7 40.7 27 28 
4. Daman & Diu 0.09 59.9 71.2 9 9 
5. Delhi 7.81 71.9 75.3 4 6 
6. Lakshadweep 0.04 68.4 81.8 5 3 
7. Pondicherry 0.70 65.1 74.7 7 7 

·Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

I 
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Sex Differentials in Literacy Rates 

The literacy trends for States and Union Territories are fur­
ther elaborated in Table 12 and Figures 5 and 6, which present 
literacy rates by sex. In the case of males, the 1991 literacy rates 

Table 12: UterKY rat .. by .. x for State. and Un.on Territor'", 1981 and 
1"1 

IndialStatel Uteracy Rate Rank 
Union Territory Males I Females Males 1 Females 

1981 19911 1981 1991 1981 1991119811991 -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1--------.. -

INDIA" 56.5 64.2 29.9 39.2 

States 
1 Andhra Pradesh 46.8 55.1 24.2 32.7 25 25 24 24 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 35.1 51.5 14.0 29.7 30 30 29 25 
3. Bihar 46.6 52.5 16.5 22.9 27 29 28 29 
4 Goa 76.0 83.6 55.2 67.1 7 5 6 5 
5. Gujarat 65.1 73.1 38.5 48.6 12 13 14 16 
6. Haryana 58.5 69.1 26.9 40.5 19 16 22 22 
7. Himachal Pradesh 64.3 75.4 377 52.1 13 11 16 12 
8. Karnataka 58.7 67.3 33.2 44.4 17 19 20 21 
9. Kerala 87.7 93.6 75.6 86.1 1 1 1 1 

10. Madhya Pradesh 48.4 58.4 19.0 28.8 23 23 26 26 
11. Maharashtra 69.7 76.6 41.0 52.3 10 10 10 11 
12. Manipur 64.2 71.6 34.7 47.6 14 14 19 17 
13. Meghalaya 46.7 53.1 37.2 44.9 26 28 17 20 
14. Mizoram 79.4 85.6 68.6 78.6 3 3 3 2 
15. Nagaland 58.6 67.6 40.4 54.7 18 18 12 10 
16. Orissa 56.5 63.1 25.1 34.7 20 22 23 23 
17. Punjab 55.6 65.7 39.7 50.4 21 21 13 14 
18. Rajasthan 44.8 55.0 14.0 20.4 28 26 30 30 
19. Sikkim 53.0 65.7 274 46.7 22 20 21 18 
20. Tamil Nadu 68.0 737 40.4 51.3 11 12 11 13 
21. Tripura 61.5 70.6 38.0 49.6 15 15 15 15 
22. Uttar Pradesh 47.4 55.7 17.2 25.3 24 24 27 28 
23. West Bengal 59.9 67.8 36.1 46.6 16 17 18 19 

Union Territories 
1. A & N Islands 70.3 79.0 53.2 65.5 9 9 7 8 
2. Chandigarh 78.9 82.0 69.3 72.3 5 7 \ ,2 4 
3. 0 & N Haveli 44.6 53.6 20.4 27.0 29 27 25 27 
4. Daman & Diu 74.5 82.7 46.5 59.4 8 6 9 9 
5. Delhi 79.3 82.0 62.6 67.0 4 8 .. 6 
6. Lakshadweep 81.2 90.2 55.3 72.9 2 2 5 3 
7. Pondicherry 77.1 83.7 53.0 65.6 6 4 8 7 

"Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 
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always exceeded 50 per cent. These ranged from 51.6 per cent 
in Arunachal Pradesh to 93.6 per cent in Kerala. States and Un­
ion Territories below the national average of 64.2 per cent for males 
were Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Meghalaya, Bihar and 
Arunachal Pradesh. States and Union Territories with more than 
80 per cent literacy for males were Kerala, Ladkshadweep, 
Mizoram, Pondicherry, GoaL Daman & Diu. Chandioarh and Delhi. 

In the case of females, literacy varied tremendously, from 20.4 
per cent in Rajasthan to 86.1 per cent in Kerala in 1991. States 
and Union Territories below the national average of 39.2 per cent 
for females were Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
Rajasthan. States and Union Territories with more than 60 per cent 
literacy for females were Kerala, Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Chan­
dioarh. Goa, Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Pondicherry 

For both males and females; literacy rates improvea in all 
StFltes and Union Territories betWeen 1981 and 1991. However, 
tt:rere were some changes in the rankings. In the case of males, 
the eight States and Union Territories that moved up in the rank­
ing were Goa, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu and Pondicherry. All of these 
states moved up by two ranks, except for Haryana, which moved 
up by three ranks, from 19 to 16. The nine States and Union Terri­
tories that moved down in the ranking were GUjarat, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal (down by one rank); Bihar, Karnataka, Meghalaya, 
Orissa and Chandigarh (down by two ranks); and Delhi (down by 
four ranks, from 4 to 8). The remaining 13 States and Union Terri­
tories did not chanoe rank between 1981 and 1991. 

In the case of females, the nine States and Union Territories 
that moved up in the ranking were Goa, Mizoram and Pondi­
cherry (up by one rank); Manipur, Nagaland and Lakshadweep (up 
by two ranks); Sikkim (up by three ranks); and Arunachal Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh (up by four ranks). The thirteen States and 
Union Territories that moved down in the ranking were Bihar, Kar­
nataka, Maharashtra, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, West BengaJ and An­
daman and Nicobar Islands (down by one rank); GUjarat, Tamil 
Nadu, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Delhi (down by two 
ranks); and Meghalaya (down by three ranks). The remaining eight 
States and Union Territories did not change rank between 1981 
and 1991. 
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It is also of some interest to examine the distribution of liter­
ates and illiterates by the literacy rate of the State or Union Terri­
tory in which they reside. This distribution is shown for females 
in Table 13. In 1981 ten States and Union Territories with literacy 
rates below 30 per cent accounted for 53.7 per cent of female PQPU­
lation, 34.3 per cent of female literates and 61.9 per cent of female 
illiterates. In 1991 the corresponding figures for the six States and 
Union Territories remaining in this category were 39.4 per cent of 
female population, 24.9 per cent of female literates and 48.7 per 
cent of female illiterates. These six States were Rajasthan, Bihar, 
Uttar Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Madhya Pradesh and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The number of States and Union Territories with female liter­
acy rates above 60 per cent increased from four in 1981 to eight 
in 1991. In 1991 these eight States and Union Territories account­
ed for 5.6 per cent of female population, 11.5 per cent of female 

Table 13: Per cent distribution 0' female population, female literates and 
female illiterates aged 7 and over by 'emale literacy rate of the 
State and Union Territory (excluding Assam and Jammu & 
Kashmir) In which females reside, 1981 and 1991 

Female literacy Number of Female Female Female 
rate of Stale and States and population literates illiterates 
Union T erritory- Union T errilories 

1 2 3 4 5 

1981 

Total 30 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Upto 30.00 10 53.7 34.3 61.9 

30.01·40.00 8 23.1 28.2 21.0 
40.01·50.00 4 17.6 24.1 14.9 
50.01·60.00 4 0.3 0.5 0.2 
60.01 & above 4 5.3 12.9 2.0 

1991 

Total 30 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Upto 30.00 6 39.4 24.9 48.7 

30.01-40.00 2 12.5 10.7 13.8 

40.01-50.00 8 22.0 25.8 19.5 
50.01-60.00 6 20.5 27.1 16.3 

60.01 & above 8 5.6 11.5 1.7 
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It is also of some interest to examine the distribution of liter­
ates and illiterates by the literacy rate of the State or Union Terri­
tory in which they reside. This distribution is shown for females 
in Table 13. In 1981 ten States and Union Territories with literacy 
rates below 30 per cent accounted for 53.7 per cent of female popu­
lation, 34.3 per cent of female literates and 61.9 per cent of female 
illiterates. In 1991 the corresponding figures for the six States and 
Union Territories remaining in this category were 39.4 per cent of 
female population. 24.9 per cent of female literates and 48.7 per 
cent of female illiterates. These six States were Rajasthan, Bihar. 
Uttar Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Madhya Pradesh and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The number of States and Union Territories with female liter­
acy rates above 60 per cent increased from four in 1981 to eight 
in 1991. In 1991 these eight States and Union Territories account­
ed for 5.6 per cent of female population, 11.5 per cent of female 

Table 13: Per cent distribution of femal. population, '.malellterate. and 
femal. IIIlterat .. aged 7 and ov.r by femal. IIt.racy rat. 0' the 
Stat •• nd Union Territory (excluding Auam and Jammu. 
Kashmir) In which f.male. r •• ,d., leel and 1881 

Female literacy Number of Female Female Female 
rate of State and States and population literates illiterates 
Union T erritorv Union Territories 

1 2 3 4 5 

1ee1 

Total 30 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Upto 30.00 10 53.7 34.3 61.9 
30.01-40.00 8 23.1 28.2 21.0 
40.01-50.00 4 17.6 24.1 14.9 
50.01-60.00 4 0.3 0.5 0.2 
60.01 & above 4 5.3 12.9 2.0 

1"1 

Total 30 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Upto 30.00 6 39.4 24.9 48.7 
30.01-40.00 2 12.5 10.7 13.8 
0040.01-50.00 8 22.0 25.8 19.5 
50.01-60.00 6 20.5 27.1 16.3 
60.01 & above 8 5.6 11.5 1.7 

. 
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literates and only '1.7 per cent of female illiterates. The eight States 
and Union Territories were Pondicherry, Andaman and Nicobar Is­
lands, Delhi, Goa, Chandigarh, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and 
Kerala. 

Table 14 shows male-female differentials in literacy rates for 
States and _Union Territories, again measured in two ways, by male­
female differences in literacy rates and by female/male ratios of 
literacy rates. In all States and Unipn Territories exceRt_Arunachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chandigarh and Dadra & Na­
gar Haveli, the male-female difference in literacy rates declined. 
However, the female/male ratio of lIteracy rates increased in ev­
ery State and Union Territory. In 1991 the male-female difference 
in literacy rates ranged from 7.0 in Mizoram to 34.6 percentage 
pOints in Rajasthan. The female/male ratio of literacy rates ranged 
from 37.1 per cent in Rajasthan to 92.0 per cent in Kerala. 

Rural .. Urban Differentials in Literacy Rates 

Table 15 shows literacy rates by rural-urban residence for 
States and Union Territories for 1981 and 1991. In rural areas the 
literacy rate ranged from 22.5 per cent in Rajasthan to 80.3 per 
cent in Kerala in 1981 and from 30.4 in Rajasthan to 88.9 in Kerala 
in 1991. In 1991 the States and Union Territories wtth rural literacy 
rates below the national rural average of 44.5 were Meghalaya, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Uttar Pradesh, Mad­
hya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan. The States 
and Union Territories with rural literacy rates above 70 per cent 
were Kerala, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and Goa. 

In urban areas the literacy rate ranged from 89.5 per cent 
in Mizoram and 54.9 per cent in Uttar Pradesh in 1981 and from 
93.5 per cent in Mizoram and 61.0 per cent in Uttar Pradesh in 
1991. In 1991 the States with urban literacy rates above 90 per cent 
were Mizoram and Kerala. The States and Union Territories with 
urban literacy rates below the national urban average of 73.0 per 
cent were Punjab, Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh! 
Manipur, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

Table 16 presents rural-urban differentials in literacy rat~s, 
again measured in two ways by urban-rural differences in literacy 
rates and rural/urban ratios of literacy rates. I n all States and Un-
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ion Territories except Mizoram and Dadra & Nagar Haveli, the 
urban-rural difference in literacy rates declined between 1981 and 
1991. The rural/urban ratio of literacy rates increased in every State 
and Union Territory. In 1991 the urban-rural difference in literacy 

Table 14: Mal.femal. differential_In tlt.racy rat._ for Stat •• and Union 
Territor ... , 1~1-1"1 

IndialState/Union T ern tory Male-female difference Female/male ratio 
in literacy rates of literacy rates 

1981 1991 1981 1991 
1 2 3 4 5 

INDIA* 26.6 25.0 52.8 61.1 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh .22.6 22.4 51.7 59.1 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 21.1 21.8 39.9 57.7 

I 3. Bihar 30.1 29.6 35.4 43.6 
4. Goa 20.8 16.5 72.6 80.3 
5. Gujarat 26.6 24.5 59.1 66.5 
6. Haryana 31.6 28.6 46.0 58.6 
7. Himachal Pradesh 26.6 23.3 5B.6 69.1 
B. Karnataka 25.5 22.9 56.6 66.0 
9. Kerala 12.1 7.5 86.2 92.0 

10. Madhya Pradesh 29.4 29.6 39.3 49.8 
11. Maharashtra 28.7 24.3 5B.B 68.3 

112. Manipur 29.5 24.0 54.0 66.5 
13. Meghalaya 9.5 8.2 79.7 84.6 
14. Mizoram 10.8 7.0 86.4 91.8 
15. Nagaland 18.2 12.9 6B.9 80.9 
16. Orissa 31.4 28.4 44.4 55..0 
17. Punjab 15.9 15.3 71.4 76.7 
lB. Rajasthan 30.8 34.6 31.3 37.1 
19. Sikkim 25.6 19.0 51.7 71.1 
20. T ami! Nadu 27.6 22.4 59.4 69.6 
21. Tripura 23.5 21.0 61.B 70.3 
22. Uttar Pradesh 30.2 30.4 36.3 45.4 
23. West Bengal 23.8 21.2 60.3 68.7 

Union Territories 
1. A & N Islands 17.1 13.5 75.7 82.9 
2. Chandigarh 9.6 9.7 87.8 88.2 
3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 24.2 26.6 45.7 50.4 
4. Daman & Diu 28.0 23.3 62.4 71.8 
5. Delhi 16.7 15.0 78.9 81.7 
6. Lakshadweep ~.9." 17.3 68.1 'sa .. ) 
7. Pondicherry :.1' ,18,,:1 r. 6&7 ?~~, 

1\ C'_:, I ._ ~. ~ , _._:, 
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rates ranged from 3.3 per cent in Kerala to 41.4 per cent in Oadra 
& Nagar Haveli. The large urban-rural difference for Oadra & Na­
gar Haveli is surprising given the small size of this Union Territo­
ry. In the case of Kerala, a much larger state, the literacy lag of 

Tabl.1S: Literacy rat .. by rural-urban .... Idence lor Stat .. and Union 
T.rrltort .. , 1M1 and 1"1 

InalalStatel Uteracy Rate Rank 
Union Territory Rural 1 Urban Rural I Urban 

1981 19911 1981 1991 1981 1991119811991 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

INDlA* 36.1 44.5 67.3 73.0 

States 
1 Andhra Pradesh 27.9 35.7 61.0 66.3 26 28 28 28 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 22.8 37.2 63-.8 71.6 29 24 25 24 
3. Bihar 27.7 33.8 61.8 67.9 27 29 27 27 
4. Goa 61.6 72.3 74.3 80.1 4 4 10 11 
5. Gujarat 43.6 53.1 71.0 76.5 16 17 16 17 
6. Haryana 37.3 49.9 66.8 73.7 21 20 19 21 
7. Himachal Pradesh 48.9 61.9 n.8 84.2 10 8 4 3 
8. Karnataka 37.6 47.7 66.9 74.2 20 21 18 20 
9. Karala 80.3 88.9 86.9 92.2 1 1 2 2 

10. Madhya Pradesh 26.3 35.9 64.6 70.8 28 27 24 25 
11. Maharashtra 45.7 55.5 74.3 79.2 12 14 11 14 
12. Manipur 45.0 55.8 62.6 70.5 14 13 26 26 
13. Meghalaya 34.4 41.1 75.1 81.7 23 23 9 7 
14. Mizoram 69.2 72.5 89.5 93.5 2 3 1 1 
15. Nagaland 45.6 57.2 76.1 83.1 13 11 7 5 
16. Orissa 37.8 45.5 64.8 72.0 19 22 23 23 
17. Punjab 41.7 52.8 65.0 72.1 17 18 21 22 
18. Rajasthan 22.5 30.4 58.0 65.3 30 30 29 29 
19. Sikkim 36.9 54.4 64.9 80.9 22 16 22 10 
20. Tamil Nadu 45.0 54.6 73.3 78.0 15 15 12 16 
21. Tripura 45.8 56.1 83.4 83.1 11 12 3 6 
22. Uttar Pradesh 28.5 36.7 54.9 61.0 25 26 30 30 
23. West Bengal 40.2 SO.5 70.7 75.3 18 19 17 19 

Union T &rotaries 
1. A & N Islands 58.1 69.7 76.7 81.7 5 5 5 8 
2. Chandigarh 53.3 59.1 76.2 79.9 8 10 6 13 
3. ·0 & N Haveli 30.3 37.0 65.7 78.4 24 25 20 15 
4. Daman & Diu 50.4 61.6 75.3 81.6 9 9 8 8 
5. Delhi 57.8 66.9 73.0 76.2 6 6 14 18 
6. Lakshadweep 65.5 78.9 71.8 84.0 3 2 15 4 
7. Pondicheny 56.2 65.4 73.2 79.9 7 7 13 12 

·Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 
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rural behind urban has almost disappeared. In 1991 the rural/urban 
ratio of literacy rates ranged from 96.4 per cent in Kerala and 46.6 
per cent in Rajasthan. Goa and Lakshadweep also had rural/urban 
ratios of literacy rates higher than 90 per cent. 

Tabl.16: Rural-Urblln dlffwentlalaln literacy rat .. for Stat .. and Union 
Terrltorl .. , 1881 .nd 1"1 

IndialStatel Urban-rural difference Rural/urban ratio 
Union Territory in literacy rates of literacy rates 

1981 1991 1981 1991 
1 2 3 4 5 

INDIA* 31.2 28.5 53.6 61.0 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 33.1 30.6 45.7 53.8 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 41.0 34.4 35.7 52.0 
3. Bihar 34.1 34.1 44.B 49.B 
4. Goa 12.7 7.8 82.9 90.3 
5. Gujarat 27.4 23.4 61.4 69.4 
6. Haryana 29.5 23.B 55.B 67.7 
7. Himachal Pradesh 28.9 22.3 62.9 73.5 
8. Karnataka 29.3 26.5 56.2 64.3 
9. Kerala 6.6 3.3 92.4 96.4 

10. Madhya Pradesh 38.3 35.7 40.7 49.6 
11. Maharashtra 28.6 23.7 61.5 70.1 
12. Manipur 17.6 14.7 71.9 79.1 
13. Meghalaya 40.7 40.6 45.8 SO.3 
14. Mizoram 20.3 21.0 77.3 77.5 
15. Nagaland 30.5 25.9 59.9 68.8 
16. Orissa 27.0 26.5 58.3 63.2 
17. Punjab 23.3 19.3 64.2 73.2 
18. Rajasthan 35.5 34.9 38.8 46.6 
19. Sikkim 28.0 26.5 56.9 67.2 
20. Tamil Nadu 28.3 23.4 61.4 70.0 
21. Tripura 37.6 27.0 54.9 67.5 
22. Uttar Pradesh 26.4 24.3 51.9 60.2 
23. West Bengal 3O.S 24.8 56.9 67.1 

Union Territories 
1. A & N Islands 18.6 12.0 75.7 85.3 
2. Chandigarh 22.9 20.8 69.9 74.0 
3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 35.4 41.4 46.1 47.2 
4. Daman & Diu 24.9 20.0 66.9 75.5 
5. Delhi 15.2 9.3 79.2 87.8 
6. Lakshadweep 6.3 5.1 912 93.9 
7. Pondicherry 17.0 14.5 76.8 81.9 

-Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 
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Literacy among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

The distribution of population by Scheduled Castes, Sched­
uled Tribes and Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes for States 
and Union Territories for 1981 is given in Table 17. No caste has 
been scheduled in Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
Lakshadweep. Similarly no tribe has been scheduled in Haryana, 
Punjab, Chandigarh, Delhi and Pondicherry. Excluding these 
States and Union Territories as appropriate, the percentage of 
population who were Scheduled Caste ranged from less than 0.1 
per cent in Mizoram to 26.9 in Punjab. States and Union Territo­
ries in which the percentage of population belonging to Sched­
uled Castes exceeded the national average of 15.6 per cent are 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 
Delhi, Rajasthan and Pondicherry. 

The percentage who were Scheduled Tribe ranged from 0.1 
in Goa to 93.8 in Lakshadweep States and Union territories In 

which the percentage of the population belonging to Scheduled 
Tribes was less than the national average of 7.8 per cent were And­
hra Pradesh, West Bengal, Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Kera­
la, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Goa. States and Union 
Territories In which a majority of the population belonged to Sched­
uled Tribes were Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya, 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Arunachal Pradesh 

Literacy rates for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes aged 7 and over by sex 
for 1981 are shown in Table 18. For Scheduled Caste males, the 
literacy rate ranged from 22.3 in Bihar to 92.2 in Mlzoram. States 
with literacy rates lower than the national average for Scheduled 
Caste males of 37.7 were Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Ut­
tar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar. States and 
Union Territories with literacy rates for Scheduled Caste males 
above 70 per cent were Mizoram, Daman & Diu, Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli and Kerala. 

For Scheduled Caste females, the literacy rate ranged from 
3.0 per cent in Bihar to 66.7 per cent in Mizoram. States with liter· 
acy rates lower than the national average for Scheduled Caste fe~ 
males of 13.0 per cent were Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Haryana, 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar. States and 
Union Territories with literacy rates for Scheduled Caste females 
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Table 17: Per cent distribution of population by Scheduled Cnt_. 
Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled CasteslScheduted 
Tribes for States and Union Territories, 1981 

r IndlalSlalel ~;t Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
I Union Territory Castes Tnbes SCslSTs 
))-__ ---1 ___ -=- _ -2~---3 ---=- -j __ -==--5-
r INDIA· 100 0 156 7 8 766 

States 
1 Andhra Pradesh 100 0 149 59 792 
2 Arunachal Pradesh 1000 05 698 297 
3 Bihar 1000 145 83 772 
4 Goa 100 0 20 01 979 
5 GUJarat 100 0 72 142 786 
6 Haryana 100 0 19 1 809 
7 Himachal Pradesh 100 0 246 46 708 
8 Karnataka 100 0 151 49 800 
9 Kerala 1000 100 10 890 

10 Madhya Pradesh 1000 14 1 230 629 
11 Maharashtra 1000 7 1 92 837 
12 Manlpur 100 0 13 273 71 4 
~3 Meghalaya 100 0 04 BO 6 190 
14 Mlzoram 1000 00 936 64 
15 Ndgaland 100 0 840 160 
16 Onssa 1000 147 224 629 

I 17 PunJab 100 0 269 731 
18 Rajasthan 1000 17 a 122 70B 
19 Stkklm 1000 58 ;133 709 
20 Tamil Nadu 1000 153 10 837 
21 Trlpura 1000 15 1 285 564 
22 Uttar Pradesh 1000 212 02 786 
23 West Bengal 100 0 220 bfi 724 

Union T em tones 
1 A & N Islands 100 0 11 B 8B 2 
2 Chandlgarh 100 0 14 1 85 9 
3 Dadra & Nagar Havel! 100 0 20 7A R 192 
4 Daman & DIU I 1000 36 127 837 
5 Deihl 100 0 180 820 
6 lakshadweep 100 0 - 93 8 6 2 
7 Pondlcherry _Ll00 0 160 - 840 

-~.:;;:::;-=-._--=----- ----:=~...::=--=---~-=---=~~-=::---=--

• Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir 

above 50 per cent were Mlzoram, Kerala, Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
and Daman & Diu. 

There was also considerable variability in literacy rates 
among particular Scheduled Castes. tn 1981 there were 22 Schad· 
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uled Castes whose population exceeded 1 million within a State 
or Union Territory. At this detailed level of analysis we do not have 
literacy rates defined according to the 1991 definition and must 
use instead crude literacy rates as used before 1991. The crude 

T.ble 18: LIt .... cy rat .. for Scheduled Cot .. , Scheduled Trt.,.. .nd N0n­
Scheduled CntnlScheduled Tribes by sex for Stat ... nd Union 
Terrltorl .. , 1881 

!:alStatel Scheduled Scheduled Non-SCslSTs 
on Territory Castes Tribes 

Males Females Males Females Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7--

~----.-- --f----------. ----------'--~-------

INDIA- 37.7 13.0 29.8 9.6 62.9 35.3 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 29.5 12.0 14.5 4.1 52.4 27.8 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 54.6 29.3 25.5 8.9 52.2 31.5 
3. Bihar 22.3 3.0 31.5 9.2 52.6 19.9 
4. Goa 55.0 29.7 46.2 21.2 76.5 55.7 
5. Gujarat 64.5 30.6 36.8 14.0 70.1 43.6 
6. Haryana 39.1 8.6 - - 63.0 31.1 
7. Himachal Pradesh 51.0 24.9 47.0 15.3 70.0 43.5 
8. Karnataka 35.9 13.9 36.7 12.1 64.2 38.0 
9. Kerala 72.6 57.2 44.8 30.9 89.9 78.2 

10. Madhya Pradesh 37.4 8.4 21.9 4.4 GO. 1 26.9 
11. Maharashtra 58.5 25.5 39.3 14.4 73.8 45.2 
12. Manipur SO.9 30.4 58.0 35.7 66.8 34.3 
13. Meghalaya 401 19.5 42.8 35.9 GO.4 43.6 
14 Mizoram 92.2 66.7 80.3 68.8 72.1 GO.8 
15. Nagaland - 56.0 39.1 68.6 51.5 
16. Orissa 42.2 11.1 27.7 5.5 69.8 35.6 
17. Punjab 37.6 19,0 - - 62,0 46.9 
18, Rajasthan 30.5 3,3 23.6 1.5 51,7 18,7 
19, Sikkim 43,9 24.5 52.5 27.2 53.8 27.7 

I 

20, Tamil Nadu 47.1 21.0 26,7 12.6 72.3 44.2 
21, Tripura 52.9 27.9 40.6 14.7 73,8 52.2 
22. Uttar Pradesh 30.6 4.7 38,3 10.8 52.0 20.6 
23, West Bengal 41,6 16.6 25.3 5.9 67.8 44.3 

Union T erntories 
1. A & N Islands . - 47.0 28.0 73.0 57.2 
2. Chandigarh 55.2 30.8 - . 82.6 75.2 
3. 0 & N Haveli 74.7 53.0 31.5 9.9 86.9 64.0 
4. Daman & Diu 84.5 52.7 41.1 22.4 79.3 49.6 
5. Delhi GO.9 31.4 - - 83.1 69.1 
6. lakshadweep - - 79.7 53.3 98.2 ' 94.7 
7. Pondicherry SO.6 24.4 - . 82.2 58.3 

• Exdudes:Msam.and Jammu &. KaShmir. 

I 
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literacy rate (total female literates aged 5 and overltotal females) 
ranged from 0.3 per cent among Musahars in Bihar to 29.9 per 
cent among Mahyavansi, Dhed, Dhedh,-\fankar, Maru Vankar, An .. 
tyaj (all treated as one group) in Gujarat. Of the 22 Scheduled 
Castes, nine had a crude literacy rate of less than 5 per cent in 
1981. 

Of these nine Scheduled Castes, four were concentrated in 
Uttar Pradesh and three in Bihar. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan 
had one each. In 1981 females in these nine Scheduled Castes 
accounted for 30.9 per cent of the total Scheduled Caste female 
population in the country. The crude literacy rate among these 
Scheduled Caste females had been increasing slowly before 1981. 
In the case of one Scheduled Caste, however, the crude female 
literacy rate actually declined; Musahar females in Bihar had a 
crude female literacy rate of 0.6 per cent in 1961, which declined 
marginally to 0.3 per cent in 1981 (Sharma, 1990). 

For Scheduled Tribe males, the literacy rate (male literates 
aged 7 and over/total males aged 7 and over) ranged from 14.5 
per cent in Andhra Pradesh to 80.3 per cent in Mizoram. States 
with literacy rates lower than the national average for Scheduled 
Tribe males of 29.8 per cent were Orissa, Tamil Nadu, Arunachal 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra 
Pradesh. States and Union Territories with literacy rates for Sched­
uled Tribe males above 50 per cent were Mizoram, Lakshadweep, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Sikkim. 

For Scheduled Tribe females, the literacy rate ranged from 
1.5 per cent in Rajasthan to 68.8 per cent in Mizoram. States with 
literacy rates lower than the national average for Scheduled Tribe 
females of 9.6 per cent were Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, West Ben­
gal, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan. In 
Mizoram and Lakshadweep Scheduled Tribe females had literacy 
rates higher than 50 per cent. 

The analysis of data for individual Scheduled Tribes, like in­
dividual Scheduled Castes, shows great variability among individu­
al tribes. Again, at this detailed level of analysis we must use crude 
literacy rates (female literates aged 5 and overltotal females). In 
1981 there were 21 Scheduled Tribes which had a population of 
more than 500,000 within a State. Of these, at least ten Sched­
uled Tribes had a crude female literacy rate of less than 5 per cent 
jn 1981. 



32 Literacy Trends in the 19808 in India 

Two of the ten Scheduled Tribes were in Madhya Pradesh, 
two in Rajasthan, two in Orissa, and one each in Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Maharashtra, and West Bengal. The Tribe (with a female 
population of 0.9 million) with the lowest crude female literacy rate 
was Shil, Shil Garasia, Dholi Shil, Dungr; Shil, Dungri Garasia, 
Mewasi Shil, Rawal Bhil, Tadvi Shil, Bhagalia, Bhilala, Pawara, 
Vasava, and Vasave (taken as a group) in Rajasthan. In the case 
of females in this group of Tribes, the crude female literacy rate 
was 0.2 per cent in 1961, doubling to 0.4 per cent in 1971, and dou­
bling again to 0.8 per cent in 1981 (Sharma, 1991). 

For Non-Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe males, the liter­
acy rate (male literates aged 7 and over/total males aged 7 and 
over) ranged from 51.7 per cent in Rajasthan to 98.2 per cent in 
Lakshadweep. States with literacy rates lower than the national 
average for Non-SC/ST males of 62.9 per cent were Punjab, 
Meghalaya, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. States and Un­
ion Territories with literacy rates for Non-SC/ST males higher than 
80 per cent were Lakshadweep, Kerala, Dadra & Nagar Haveh, 
Delhi, Chandigarh and Pondicherry. 

For Non-Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe females, the liter­
acy rate ranged from 18.7 per cent in Rajasthan to 94.7 per cent 
in Lakshadweep. States with literacy rates lower than the national 
average for Non-Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe females of 35.3 
per cent were Manlpur, Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Sikkim, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
RaJasthan. Lakshadweep, Kerala and Chandigarh had Non­
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe female literacy rates higher than 
70 per cent. 

In addition to looking at literacy rates, one can also look at 
the percentage tpat, say, Scheduled Castes are of total popula­
tion, total literates and total illiterates in the State or Union Territo­
ry. This is done in Table 19. For the country as a whole for 
population aged 7 and over, Scheduled Castes were J5.4 per cent 
of population but 9.1 per cent of literates and 20.2 per cent of il­
literates. The latter two percentages would also be 15.4 if Sched­
uled Castes had the same literacy rate as the rest of the population. 
The observed disparities indicate that Scheduled Castes were sub­
stantially underrepresented among literates and overrepresented 
among illiterates. 
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There are a few exceptions to this pattern when one looks 
at States and Unton Territories In Arunachal Pradesh the percent­
age of Scheduled Castes was slightly higher among literates and 
slightly lower among Illiterates than In the total population ThiS 
was also true for Dadra & Nagar Have" and Daman & DIu These 
three exceptions also pertain to males and females separately. 

In me case at temales, some States and Unton Territories 
showed some especially large differences between the percent­
age of Scheduled Castes among total population and the percent­
ages of Scheduled Castes among literates and Illiterates These 
States and Union Territories were Bihar, Haryana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chandlgarh, Deihl and Pon­
dlcherry In BIhar, for example, the share of Scheduled Caste popu­
lation was 145 per cent of total population, 26 per cent of literates 
and 169 per cent of Illiterates In Deihl, the shares were 173 per 
cent of total population, 87 per cent of literates and 31 7 per cent 
of Illiterates 

Table 20 shows a Similar set of percentages for Scheduled 
Tribes For the country as a wnole Scheduled Tnbes were 77 per 
cent of population but 35 per cent of literates and 11 0 per cent 
of Illiterates The observed dlsparttles indicate that Scheduled 
Tribes, even more so than Scheduled Castes, were substantially 
underrepresented among literates and substantially overrepresent­
ed among Illiterates 

There IS only one exception to thiS pattern when one looks 
at States and Union TerritOries In the predominantly trtbal State 
of Mlzoram, both for males, females and both sexes combined, 
the percentage of Scheduled Tribes was slightly higher among liter­
ates and slightly lower among Illiterates than In the total population 

Among the other four predommantly tribal States and Union 
Terntorles, Meghalaya and Nagaland had percentages of Sched­
uled Tribe literates amvng total literates that were not higher than 
the percentages of Scheduled Tnbe population among the total 
population In Megh~aya the percentage of Scheduled Trtbe hter~ 
ates among total literates was 74 7, compared With 836 among Il­
literates and 799 among total population In the case of Nagaland 
the correspond 109 percentages were 797, 88 1 and 83.9. In 
Arunachal Pradesh and Dadra & Nagar Havel! the percentage of 
Scheduled Tribe population was much lower among literates and 
much higher among Illiterates, as compared With total population. 
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In the case of females, some States and Union Territories 
showed especially large differences between the percentage of 
Scheduled Tribe population among total population, the percent­
age of Scheduled Tribe literates among total literates and the per­
centage of Scheduled Tribe illiterates among total illiterates. These 
States and Union Territories were Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Mad­
hya Pradesh, Orissa and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. In the case of 
Madhya Pradesh females, for example, the share of Scheduled 
Tribe female population was 23.6 per cent of total female popula­
tion, 5.4 per cent of female literates and 27.9 per cent of female 
illiterates. For Orissa females, the shares were 22.8 per cent of 
total female population, 5.0 per cent of female literates and 28.8 
per cent of female illiterates. 

Households with No Literate Member 

Another way of looking at the spread of literacy is to see how 
many members in each household were literate and how many 
were illiterate. Data on this aspect of household composition were 
collected in the 1981 Census for the first time. In this study we fo­
cus on households that do not have any literate member. 

Percentages of households with no literate member among 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled Castes/ 
Scheduled Tribes by rural-urban residence for 1981 are present­
ed in Table 21. The States and Union Territories conform to vary­
ing degrees to the overall national pattern, whereby Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes had much higher percentages of 
households with no literate member than did Non-Scheduled 
Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Moreover, the percentage with no liter­
ate member was usually higher for Scheduled Tribes than for 
Scheduled Castes. 

However, there were exceptions. For rural and urban com­
bined, Scheduled Castes had a higher percentage with no liter­
ate member than did Scheduled Tribes in Bihar, Kafnataka, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh. Sched­
uled Castes had a lower percentage with no literate member than 
did Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh 
and Daman & Diu. Scheduled Tribes had a lower percentage with 
no literate member than did Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled 
Tribes in Mizoram. These same exceptions to the general pattern 
occurred also in rural areas. 
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In urban areas Scheduled Castes had a lower percentage 
of households with no literate member than did Scheduled Tribes, 
except for Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh, where 
the differential was reversed. Scheduled Castes always had a 
higher percentage with no literate member than did Non­
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Scheduled Tribes had a 
higher percentage with no literate member than did Non­
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, except for Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and Andaman & Nice­
bar Islands. 

Interestingly, in Kerala, with the highest literacy rate in the 
country, the percentage of households with no literate member was 
5.0 overall (Appendix Table 7) but 11.5 for Scheduled Castes, 41.6 
for Scheduled Tribes and only 3.7 for Non-Scheduled CastesJ 
Scheduled Tribes. The laggard status of Scheduled Tribes was es­
pecially striking in contrast with the other groups. It appears that 
four out of ten Scheduled Tribe households were not sending any 
of their children to school. 

For Scheduled Castes for rural and urban combined, the per­
centage of households with no literate member ranged from 11.5 
in Kerala to 69.0 in Bihar. States and Union Territories with a per­
centage with no literate member lower than 20 per cent were Da­
man & Diu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Kerala. States and Union 
Territories with a percentage with no literate member higher than 
the national average for Scheduled Castes of 49.6 were Bihar, And­
hra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Meghalaya, Madhya 
Pradesh and Karnataka. 

For Scheduled Tribes for rural and urban combined, the per­
centage of households with no literate member ranged from 6.7 
in Lakshadweep to 79.1 in Andhra Pradesh. States and Union Ter­
ritories with a percentage with no literate member lower than 10.0 
were Mizoram and Lakshadweep. States and Union Territories with 
a percentage with no literate member higher than the national aver­
age for Scheduled Tribes of 58.7 were Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. 

For Non-Scheduled CastesJScheduled Tribes for rural and 
urban combined, the percentage of households with no literate 
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member ranged from 38.7 in Andhra Pradesh to 0.3 in Lakshad­
weep. States and Union Territories with a percentage with no liter· 
ate member lower than 15.0 were Pondicherry, Cadra & Nagar 
Haveli, Delhi, Chandigarh, Mizoram, Kerala and Lakshadweep. 
States and Union Territories with a percentage with no literate 
member higher than the national average for Non-Scheduled 
Castes/Scheduled Tribes of 26.5 were Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Ut­
tar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Meghalaya. 



GROWTH OF ENROLMENT 
AND EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION 

Bearing in mind the importance of education, the Govern­
ment of India issued a comprehensive Policy on Education in 1986, 
addressing the shortcomings of the National Policy on Education 
of 1968. liThe concept of a national system of education implies 
that, up to a given level, all students, irrespective of caste, creed, 
location or sex, have access to education of a comparable quali­
ty." The National Policy on Education of 1986 laid special empha­
sis on removing disparities and equalizing educational opportunity 
by attending to the specific needs of those denied equality so far. 
Guidelines were included in the 1986 National Policy on Educa­
tion on education of women, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 
other educationally backward sections and areas, minorities, han­
dicapped and on adult education. 

We focus here on primary education enrolment. Between 
1950-51 and 1990-91 the number of primary schools increased 
by more than 165 per cent, from 210,000 to about 560,000. There 
is, however, a sizable number of villages which even today lack 
a primary school. In existing primary schools, the number of 
teachers is generally insufficient. For example, about one-third of 
schools in rural areas have only one teacher. The National Policy 
on Education of 1986 enunciated the prinCipal that in such schools 
at least one more teacher should be recruited. The Policy further 
stressed that at least one teacher in such schools should be a wom­
an from the local area, the idea being that a local woman teacher 
would be especially effectiv6 in persuading parents to send their 
children to school. In urban areas the schools tend to be over­
crowded with unsatisfactory buildings, furniture and equipment. 

Growth of Enrolment In Classes I-V 

Earlier, in Table 9, we examined enrolment ratios in Classes 
I-Vat the all-India level. The enrolment ratios sometimes exceed­
ed 100 per cent and were difficult to interpret. Similar tables for 
States and Union Territories have been published by the Depart­
ment of Education of the Government of India, but they show en-
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rolment ratios as high as 172 per cent (for Lakshadweep in 
1980-81), which are even more difficult to interpret than the 
national-level data. Moreover, in some cases the trend in enrol­
ment ratios is downward, though still over 100 per cent. For exam­
ple, in Goa the enrolment ratio declined from 122.1 to 102.9 per 
cent between 1980-81 and 1990-91 (Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, 1982, 1992). Because of the difficulty of interpret­
ing these levels and trends, we have not included these tables in 
the present study. 

Average annual compound growth rates of enrolment in 
Classes I-V between 1978-79 and 1988-89 by sex for States and 
Union Territories are, however, presented in Table 22. For India as 
a whole, enrolment in Classes I-V grew at an annual rate of 3.34 
per cent for both sexes combined, 2.99 per cent for boys and 3.88 
per cent for girls. The enrolment for boys grew fastest in Assam, 
at an annual rate of 7.01 per cent, and slowest in Punjab, at an 
annual rate of 0.03 per cent. States and Union Territories in which 
enrolment for boys grew slower than an annual rate of 1.00 per 
cent were Punjab, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Nagaland, Kerala and 
Goa. The enrolment for girls grew fastest in Arunachal Pradesh, 
at an annual rate of 10.39 per cent, and slowest in Kerala, at an 
annual rate of 0.30 per cent. States and Union Territories in which 
enrolment for girls grew slower than an annual rate of 2.00 per 
cent were Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Goa, Punjab and Karala. 

Dropout rates for Classes I-V by sex for States and Union 
Territories for 1987-88 are shown in Table 23. For India as a whole, 
the dropout rate was 43.3 per cent for boys and 49.4 per cent for 
girls. These rates were calculated by dividing the number enrolled 
at the start of Class V in 1987-88 by the number enrolled at the 
start of Class I four years earlier, in 1983-84. 

Dropout rates varied tremendously among the States and Un­
ion Territories. For boys the dropout rate ranged from -1.0 per cent 
(i.e., an increase of 1 per cent) in Kerala, Chandigam, Lakshad­
weep and Pondicherry to 71.4 per cent in Manipur. Goa and Da­
man & Diu each had dropout rates of 2.2 per cent. States and 
Union Territories with dropout rates greater than 60 per cent were 
Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim. For girls the dropout rate ranged 
from -1.0 per cent in Kerala to 72.0 per cent in Manipur. States 
and Union Territories with dropout rates greater than 60 per cent 
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were Bihar, West Bengal and Rajasthan. The dropout rate was 
higher for boys than for girls in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Oris­
sa, Sikkim, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh. 

I 

Table 22: Annual compound growth rat. (per cent) of enrolment In C ...... 

-

I-V between 1178-71 and 1188-81 by •• x for Stat .. and 
Union T ..... ltor ... 

IndialStatelUnion I erritory Both sexes Boys Girls 
1 2 3 04 

INDIA 3.34 2.99 3.88 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 3.90 3.68 4.21 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 7.66 6.11 10.39 
3. Assam 6.20 7.67 3.82 
4. Bihar 2.54 2.00 3.76 
5. Goa· 0.58 0.17 1.06 
6. Gujarat 2.89 2.48 3.48 
7. Haryana 3.33 1.63 6.18 
8. Himachal Pradesh 2.97 2.06 4.15 
9. Jammu & Kashmir 4.55 3.96 5.55 

10. Karnataka 2.85 2.47 3.33 
11. Kerala 0.24 0.18 0.30 
12. Madhya Pradesh 5.70 4.67 7.63 
13. Maharashtra 2.31 1.85 2.91 
14. Manipur 2.99 2.66 3.39 
15. Meghalaya 2.25 1.98 2.54 
16. Mizoram 5.27 5.36 5.18 
!7. Nagaland 1.85 o.n 3.14 
18. Orissa 2.98 2.90 3.12 
19. Punjab 0.20 0.03 0.48 
20. Rajasthan 5.68 5.00 7.60 
21. Sikkim 5.29 4.06 7.01 
22. Tamil Nadu 2.15 1.93 2.42 
23. Tripura 5.87 5.32 6.62 
24. Uttar Pradesh 3.45 2.n 4.86 
25. West Bangal 4.85 4.72 5.02 

Union Territories 
1. A & N Islands 4.51 4.15 4.95 
2. Chandigarh 4.46 4.47 4.46 
3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1.20 0.79 1.85 
4. Daman & Diu Included in Goa. 
5. Delhi 3.61 3.40 3.86 
6. Lakshadweep 1.98 1 51 2.54 
7. Pondicherry 2.64 2.18 3.18 

• Includes Daman & Diu. 
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Table 23: School dropout rate In ClaaMI-V by .. x for StIlt .. and Union 
Tentlorte., 1887 ... 

IndialStateAJnion Territory Boys Girls 
1 2 3 

INDIA 43.3 49.4 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 52.4 58.5 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 58.8 58.4 
3. Assam 51.6 59.5 
4. Bihar 63.9 68.9 
5. Goa 2.2 8.8 
6. Gujarat 38.1 46.9 
7. Haryan& 24.4 31.6 
8. Himachal Pradesh 28.1 29.3 
9. Jammu & Kashmir 28.1 41.5 

10. Karnataka 43.3 574 
11. Kerala -1.0 -1.0 
12. Madhya Pradesh 36.6 48.0 
13. Maharashtra 34.7 457 
14. Manipur 71.4 720 
15. Meghalaya 31.4 334 
16. Mizoram 37.3 38.7 
17. Nagaland 37.2 334 
18. Orissa 40.1 37.3 
19. Punjab 36.8 37.8 
20. Rajasthan 531 60.8 
L1. Sikkim 602 58.5 
22. Tam~ Nadu 194 24.5 
23. Tripura 591 56.0 
24. Uttar Pradesh 47.B 47.2 
25. West Bengal 624 65.8 

Union Territories 
1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 18.6 227 
2. Chandigarh -1.0 244 
3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 29.4 45.6 
4. Daman & Diu 2.2 B.8 
5. Delhi 14.4 25.4 
6. lakshadweep -1.0 11.4 
7. Pondicherry -1.0 0.8 

Note: See text for methodology for calculating dropout rates. 

Expenditure on Education 

I 

Table 24 shows budgeted expenditure on education for States 
and Union Territories for 1980-81 and 1989-90. Per capita expen-
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diture for 1989-90 has been adjusted for inflation between 1980-81 
and 1989-90. The price deflator (derived from World Bank, 1991, 
p. 313) is 1.974315; current 1989-90 per capita expenditure was 

T" It: ..................... (He ..... AcoounI) on EcIucMIoft 
(EdUCIItIon Md ather .,.,......._). 1080-81 Md , ..... 

IndialStatEtI p8f c.p;ta Budgeted Percentage of Budgeted 
Union Territory Expenditure (As.) ElcpendiU8 on Education 

to total Budget (Revenue) 
1980-81 1989-90 1980-81 1989-90 

1 2 3 4 5 

INDIA 49.9 146.0 24.6 19.9 

States 
1. Andhra Pradesh 47.0 152.4 252 20.7 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 109.1 438.0 10.9 15.4 
3. Assam 43.7 148.1 27.8 20.4 
4. Bihar 30.4 96.6 29.4 21.8 
5. Goa- 121.5 383.3 28.7 42.4 
6. Gujarat 59.7 181.5 232 20.9 
7. Haryana 56.5 163.5 19.9 16.3 
8. Himachal Pradesh 97.1 236.6 25.5 19.7 
9. Jammu & Kastvnir n.5 191.5 18.9 14.4 

10. Kamataka 53.1 172.9 21.9 21.7 
1'.Karala 83.6 193.1 39.5 25.3 
12. Madhya Pradeeh 32.6 992 18.4 17.0 
13. Maharashb'a 65.6 173.4 22.1 18.2 
14. Manipur 120.5 3182 22.9 21.4 
15. Meghalaya 76.2 316.8 17.9 19.4 
16. Mizoram 155.1 466.4 14.5 13.8 
17. Nagaland 1602 375.2 14.9 13.4 
18. Orissa 42.0 138.6 21.5 21.4 
19.Punj8b 742 227.5 25.6 21.8 
20. Rajasthan 44.1 135.5 22.5 22.7 
21.Sikkim 100.0 480.2 11.9 18.3 
22. Tamil Nadu 54.2 157.5 28.2 21.2 
2J.Tripur. 76.7 371.0 19.2 22.1 
24. Uttar Pradesh 76.5 97.4 26.0 15.1 
25. West Bengal 52.7 158.0 25.9 26.0 

Union Territories 
1. A &N Islands 231.9 4952 14.2 11.4 
2. Chandigarh 174.0 439.5 26.4 21.8 
3. Dadr. & Nagar Haveli 79.8 1972 272 10.1 
4. Daman & Diu Included in Goa 
5. Delhi 104.8 257.7 37.6 27.4 
6. lakshadweep 330.0 837.3 17.S 13.3 
7. PoIdcherry 116.9 3n.2 22.1 19.2 

- Includes Daman & Diu. 
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divided by this factor to yield price-adjusted 1989-90 per capita 
expenditure expressed in 1980 prices. 

At the national leve' , the price-adjusted per capita expendi­
ture on education increased from 49.9 rupees to 73.9 rupees be­
tween 1980-81 and 1989-90. However, because total government 
expenditure increased proportionally more than government ex­
penditure on education, the percentage of government expendi­
ture devoted to education actually declined between 1980-81 and 
1989-90, from 24.5 to 19.9. 

As in the case of other statistics relating to literacy, govern­
ment expenditure on education varied greatly by State and Union 
Territory. Price-adjusted per capita expenditure in 1989-90 varied 
from 48.9 in BH lar to 424.1 in Lakshadweep. States below the In­
dia avera~e of 73.9 rupees were Orissa, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. States and Union Territories 
with per capita expenditure above 200 rupees were Lakshadweep, 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Sikkim, Mizoram, Chandigarh and 
Arunachal Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh was the only State in which the 
price-adjusted per capita expenditure actually declined, from 76.5 
to 49.3 rupees. In percentage terms, Tripura had the largest in­
crease in per capita expenditure, from 76.7 to 187.9 rupees. In 
Tripura, Sikkim, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh, the price­
adjusted per capita expenditure on education more than doubled 
between 1980-81 and 1989-90. 

In 1989-90 the percentage of total government expenditure 
devoted to education ranged from 10.1 in Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
to 42.4 in Goa. States and Union Territories with percentages be­
low 15 were Mizoram, Nagaland, Lakshadweep, Andaman & Nico­
bar Islands and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. States and Union Territories 
with percentages above 25 were Goa, Delhi, West. 8engal and 
Kerala. States and Union Territories in which the percentage of 
total government expenditure devoted to education increased were 
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Meghalaya, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura 
and West BengaL In all other States and Union Territories, the per­
centage spent on education declined. 



PROJECTIONS OF UNIVERSAL LITERACY 

In a previous study (Sharma and Retherford, 1987), we esti· 
mated the number of decades it would take to attain universailiter· 
acy for India and States and Union Territories. Literacy rates were 
calculated for the entire population instead of the population aged 
7 and over. It was assumed that children aged 5 and below were 
illiterate, and it was noted that population aged 5 and above con· 
stituted about 85 per cent of the total population. Therefore, for 
the purposes of projection, it was assumed that a literacy rate of 
85 per cent constituted universal literacy. 

The earlier projections were based on the observed trend in 
the literacy rate between 1971 and 1981 for each sex and for rural 
and urban separately, and it was assumed that the during each 
future decade the literacy rate would increase by an amount equal 
to the increase in the rate between 1971 and 1981. Thus, with L1 
and L2 denoting the literacy rate in 1971 and 1981, respectively, 
the number of decades to achieve universal literacy was calculat­
ed as (85 - L2)/(L2 - L1)' This methodology is crude, but it makes 
reasonable use of the limited data on literacy available from the 
1971 and 1981 Censuses. 

Because the definition of literacy changed slightly in the 1991 
Census, encompassing population aged 7 and over instead of the 
entire population, we have modified the above methodology for 
purposes of projecting the number of decades required to attain 
universal literacy. We were able to recast the 1981 Census data 
in terms of the 1991 definition. Thus we are able to project literacy 
on the basis of comparable literacy data for persons aged 7 and 
over from both the 1981 and the 1991 Censuses. When the popu­
lation aged 7 and over is considered, universal literacy is opera­
tionalized as 100 per cent rather than 85 per cent as in the previous 
study. Thus the formula for calculating the number of decades af­
ter 1991 needed to attain universal literacy is revised to (100 -
L2)/(L2 - L1), where L1 now refers to the literacy rate in 1981 and 
L2 refers to the literacy rate in 1991. 
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We have not attempted projections for rural and urban areas 
separately, because numerous reclassifications of rural areas as 
urban in the 1991 Census affect the rural and urban trends, and 
because the distortions become magnified when projected into the 
future. 

To make the estimated number of decades comparable be­
tween the two studies, it was necessary to subtract one decade 
from the estimates from the earlier study, because the reference 
date in the earlier study was 1981 instead of 1991. 

Results are shown in Table 25 and Figures 7 and B. For In­
dia as a whole for both sexes combined, the estimated number 
of decades required to attain full literacy was 6.2 from the earlier 
study (labelled "old") and 5.6 from the present study (labelled 
"new"). By sex, comparable figures are 4.2 and 4.6 for males and 
B.B and 6.5 for females. These data indicate that the spread of liter­
acy speeded up for females but slowed down slightly for males 
during 1981-91 as compared with 1971-81. However, because of 
the crudity of the projection method, these results must be viewed 
as somewhat tentative. 

The projections vary a great deal by State and Union Territo­
ry. For males, the projected number of decades to attain universal 
literacy (new projections) ranges from 8.1 in Bihar to 1.1 in Lak­
shadweep and Kerala. The States and Union Territories projected 
to take longer than the country as a whole to attain universal male 
literacy are Bihar, Meghalaya, Delhi, Chandigarh, Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. The States 
and Union Territories projected to take fewer than 2.5 decades to 
attain universal male literacy are Pondicherry, Andaman & Nico­
bar Islands, Mizoram, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Daman & Diu, Ker­
ala and Lakshadweep. 

For females, the projected number of decades to attain 
universal literacy ranges from ;2.4 in Rajasthan to 1.3.in Kerala. 
The States and Un!on Titrritories projected to take longer than fe­
m:t~i in the country as a whole to attain universal ~em.ale literacy 
are Rajasthan, Bihar. Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Uttar Pradesh, Chan­
digarh. Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh. Meghalaya and 
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Orissa. The States and Union Territories projected to take fewer 
than three decades to attain universal female literacy are Pon­
dicherry, Goa, Sikkim, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Mizoram, 
Ladkshadweep and Karala. 

Table 26 groups the States and Union Territories into four 
categories, based on how the literacy improvement between 1971 
and 1981 compares with the literacy improvement between 1981 
and 1991 (numbers are taken from the "Ditt." columns of Table 
25). The States and Union Territories within each category are ar­
ranged in order of decreasing magnitude of the number of decades 
required to attain universal female literacy. 

There are eleven States and Union Territories in which the 
improvement in the literacy rate was greater for 1981-91 than for 
1971-81 for both males and females. Within this category, Andhra 
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar show substantially lower literacy rates for females than for 
males, despite a greater increase in the female literacy rate dur­
ing 1981-91 than during 1971-81. 

There are ten States and Union Territories in which the im­
provement in the literacy rate wa~ greater for 1981-91 than for 
1971-81 for females but not for males. Within this category, Bihar 
and Orissa still had female literacy rates below 35.0 per cent in 
1991, despite a greater increase in the literacy rate during 1981-91 
than during 1971-81. For males in the States and Union Territo­
ries in this category, the decadal increase in literacy was less dur­
ing 1981-91 than during 1971-81, so that the projected time 
required to achieve universal male literacy in these States and Un­
ion Territories increased by more than two decades. There was 
only one Union Territory, namely Chandigarh, where the improve­
ment in the literacy rate was greater during 1981-91 than for 
1971-81 for males but not for females. And there were eight States 
and Union Territories in which the improvement in the literacy rate 
was slower during 1981-91 than during 1971-81 for both males and 
females. 

Despite considerable governmental and non-governmental 
efforts to expand educational opportunity and literacy during the 
past decade, the projections based on the 1981-91 trend in iitera­
cy still indicate that the achievement of universal literacy for India 
as a whole, for both sexes combined, still lies more than half a 
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Table 28: DIatrtbutIon 01 .... and Union T ...... orIM (excluding Aa ..... 
and Jammu & KMhInIr) according to the paM oIlmprovemeni 
In literacy beIwMn 1181 lind ,., 

StatelUnion Territory Difference between New and Old 
projections (from Table 25) 
Males Females 

1 2 3 

States and Union Territories in which the improvement in 1he literacy 
rate was cater during 1981-91 than during 1971-81 for both males 
and 'ema 

1. Rajasthan -1.0 -11.5 
2. Uttar Pradesh -0.1 -10.1 
3. Madhya Pradesh -1.5 -6.8 
4. Andhra Pradesh -1.1 -5.0 
5. Arunachal Pradesh -1.0 -4.2 
6. Karnataka -0.2 -2.6 
7. Meghalaya -4.2 -1.8 
8. Punjab -1.3 -1.0 
9. Mizoram -1.9 -0.6 

10. lakshadwee~ -0.2 -0.4 
11. Andaman & 'cobar Islands -0.3 -0.1 

States and Union T ermaries in which the improvement in the iteracy 
rate was greater during 1981-91 than during 1971-81 for females bUt 
not for males 

1. Haryana +0.5 -3.1 
2. Bihar +2.8 -1.5 
3. Gujarat +0.5 -1.0 
4. Orissa +2.3 -1.0 
5. West Bengaf +0.7 -0.9 
6. Sikkim +1.5 -0.9 
7. Manipur +0.4 -OA8 
8. Maharashtra +1.0 -0.8 
9. Tamil Nadu +1.5 -0.7 

10. Himachal Pradesh 0.0 -0.5 

States and Union Territories in which the improvement in the 6teracy 
rate was greater during 1981-91 than during 1971-81 for males but 
not for females 

1. Chandigarh -1.2 +4.9 

States and Union Territories in which the improvement in the 6teracy 
rate was less during 1981-91 than during 1971-81 for both males 
and females 

1. Dadra & Nagar Haveli +2.8 +4.4 
2. Delhi +4.1 +2.5 
3. Goa +1.4 +0.9 
4. Nagaland +2.3 ...0.8 
5. Kerala +1.0 +0.6 
6. Tripura +1.3 +0.4 
7. Pondiche +1.3 +0.2 
8. Daman & 'au +0.8 +0.2 
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century in the future. It is projected it will take approximately two 
decades longer to achieve universal female literacy than univer­
sal male literacy. However, these are projections, not certainties. 
If the Government continues to accelerate progress in this area, 
the goal of universal literacy may be attained sooner than 
projected. 





CONCLUSION 

During 1981-91 the literate population aged 7 and over grew 
almost twice as fast as the total population aged 7 and over. Despite 
a significant increase in literacy rates, which was more than offset 
by general population growth, the illiterate population also grew. 
The number of illiterate males increased by 3.7 million, and the 
number of illiterate females increased by 14.4 million. The literacy 
rate among those aged 7 and over increased from 56.5 to 64.2 
per cent among males, and from 29.9 to 39.2 per cent among fe­
males. The 1991 literacy rate among rural males, at 57.9 per cent, 
was three-fourths of the urban male literacy rate, at 81.0 per cent. 
The literacy rate among rural females, at 30.4 per cent, was less 
than half of the urban female literacy rate of 63.9 per cent. 

There was significant variation in the 1981 literacy rates 
among Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Non-Scheduled 
Castes/Scheduled Tribes. These rates were 25.8 per cent for 
Scheduled Castes, 19.8 per cent for Scheduled Tribes and 49.6 
per cent for Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes were underrepresented among liter­
ates and over-represented among illiterates, especially in the case 
of females. In the country as a whole among persons aged 7 and 
over, Scheduled Caste females accounted for 15.3 per cent of to­
tal females, 6.7 per cent of literate females and 19.0 per cent of 
illiterate females. Scheduled Tribe females accounted for 7.9 per 
cent of total females, 2.6 per cent of literate females and 10.2 per 
cent of illiterate females. Literacy rates for urban areas tend to be 
substantially higher than for rural areas, for both Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes. 

More than half of the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
households in the country in 1981 were totally illiterate; i.e., no 
member of the household could read and write. In rural areas the 
percentage of households with no literate member was 52.9 among 
Scheduled Castes, 60.3 among Scheduled Tribes and 31.7 among 
Non-Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. Even in households with 
6 or more members, the percentage of households with no liter­
ate member was 35.9 for Scheduted Castes and 46.7 for Schad· 

'i-145 RGI/93. 



58 Literacy Trends in the 1980s in India 

uled Tribes, compared with 17.4 for Non·Scheduled Castes! Sched­
uled Tribes and 22.4 for the country as a whole. 

The annual budget expenditure on education increased be­
tween 1980-81 and 1989-90. Measured in constant prices with 
1980-81 as the base year, the annual budget expenditure in­
creased by 78.1 per cent. The per capita expenditure on educa­
tion increased from 49.5 to 73.7 rupees in constant prices, but the 
percentage of the expenditure on education of the total budget 
declined from 24.5 in 1980-81 to 19.9 in 1989-90. 

In 1991 as in 1981, there was wide variation exists in the liter­
acy rate among States and Union Territories. In 1991 the highest 
literacy rate was recorded by Kerala and the lowest by Bihar. States 
and Union Territories where the literacy rate was more than 75 per 
cent were Kerala, Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Chandigarh, Goa and 
Delhi. Those wi.th less than 50 per cent were Meghalaya, Orissa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Dadra & 
Nagar Haveli, Rajasthan and Bihar. 

The projected number of decades required to attain the goal 
of universal literacy is quite close to the projection from a previ­
ous study based on literacy data from the 1971 and 1981 Censuses. 
In the previous study, 6.2 decades were required to achieve univer­
sal literacy, while in the present study, based on the literacy trend 
between 1981 and 1991, the number of decades required is 5.6 
(the starting date for both projections is 1991). The 1981-91 trend 
indicates that literacy is spreading faster among females than 
among males. 

In 21 States and Union territories the number of decades re­
quired to attain universal literacy is less than the number project­
ed in the previous study. In eight States and Union Territories the 
reverse is true, reflecting the fact that in these States and Union 
Territories literacy rates improved more slowly during 1981-91 than 
during 1971-81. 1 ~e projections also vary considerably by sex, with 
the attainment of universal literacy projected to be further in the 
future for females than for males. If the trend observed during 
1981-91 continues, Bihar will take more than eight decades for 
males and twelve decades for females to attain universal literacy. 
On the other hand, Keraf. and Lakshadweep may attain this goal 
much sooner, in about 1.5 decades. 
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The Government of India planned in 1986 to achieve univer­
sal primary education by 1990, a goal that was not achieved. Now 
the Government has revised the target by stipulating that "free 
and compulsory education of satisfactory quality to a" children up 
to 14 years of age" be achieved before the year 2000. Further, the 
scope of Operation Blackboard (for primary school) is also being 
enlarged, and the adult literacy program is being pursued with 
more vigour. With all these efforts, the goal of universal literacy 
may be achieved sooner than we have projected. 
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Appendix T.bl. 1 
Popul.tion, population .ged 7 and over and lit .... tea .ged 7 .nd over by _. 
and ru, .. -urban , •• idenc. for St. ... and Union Territori .. , 1001 

~ -_ Indie/State/Union T erri~. Persons Males Females 
~_ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

II 
I 

II 
Indi. Total Total 838,583,968 435.216.358 403,367.630 

II (excludes population Rural 622.812.376 321,279,405 301,532,971 
1/ Jarrmu & Urban 215.771,612 113.936,953 101,834.659 
L Kashmir) 
\: 

)1 
Population Total 688.162.813 357,894,207 330,268,606 
aged 7+ Rural i 505.984.044 261.316,305 244.667.739 

Ii Urban 162.178,769 96.577,902 85,600.867 

II Literates Totai 359,264,4r7 229,531,935 129,752,482 
aged 7+ Rural 226.144,087 151,216,579 74,927,508 

Urban 133,140,330 78,315,356 54.824,974 

Literacy Tota. 52.21 64.13 39.29 
rate (%) Rural 44.69 57.87 30.62 

Urban 73.06 81.09 64.05 

India Total Tota. 816,169,666 423,558,369 392,611,297 
(excludes population Rural 602,885,849 310.975,244 291.910,605 
Assam and Urban 213,283,817 112,583.125 100,700,692 
Jarrmu & 
Kashmir) Population T olal 670,170,002 348,474,817 321,695,185 

aged 7+ Rural 490,129.793 253,072,095 237,057,698 
Urban 180,040.209 95.402.722 84,637.487 

Literates Total 349,768,024 223.704,286 126,063,738 
aged 7+ RlM'al 218,325,531 1..a,380,392 71,945,145 

Urban 131,442,487 n,323,894 54,118,593 

Literacy Total 52.19 64.20 39.19 
rate (%) Rural 44.54 57.84 30.35 

Urban 73.01 81.05 63.94 
St .... 

1. Andhra Total Total 66,508,006 33,724,581 32,783,-127 
Pradesh population FUaI 48,620,~ 24,591,875 24,029,007 

Urban 17,887,126 9,132,706 8,7504,420 

I Population Total 55,543,620 28,112,622 27,370,998 

II 
aged 7+ RlAl 40,397,0&4 2O,436,9n 19,960,081 

\1 
Urban 15,146,556 7,735,645 7,0410,911 

Uterates Total 24,487,559 15,532.689 8,954,870 
aged 7+ FUll. 14,438,253 9,663,fJJ)7 4,n4,&46 

Urban 10,049,306 5,869,082 4,180,224 

Uteracy Total 44.09 55.13 32.72 
r.(%) RtnI 35.74 47.28 23.92 

Urban 6635 75.87 56.41 
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Appendix Tabl. 1 
Population, population aged 7 and over and literat •• aged 7 and over by •• 
• nd .ural-urban r •• idence for Stat •• and Union Tarritori .. ,1GG1- con,'d 

-
India/State/Union T 8rrltory Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
-

2 Arunachal Total Total 864,558 465,004 399,554 
Pradesh population Rural 753,930 400,966 352,964 

Urban 110,628 64,038 46,590 

Population Total 681,933 372,848 309,005 
aged 7+ Rural 591,762 319,323 272,439 

Urban 90,171 53,525 36,646 

Literates Total 283,610 1.91,841 91,769 
aged 7+ Rural 219,058 150,095 68,963 

Urban 64,552 41,746 22,006 

Literacy Total 4159 5145 2969 
rate (%) Rural 3702 4700 2531 

Urban 71 59 7799 6223 

3 Assam Total Total 22,414,322 11,657,989 10,756,333 
populahon Rural 19,926,527 10,304,161 9,622,366 

Urban 2,487,795 1,353,828 1,133,967 

Population Total 17,992,811 9,419,390 8,573,421 
aged 7+ Rural 15,854,251 8,244,210 7,610,041 

Urban 2,138,560 1,175,180 963,380 

LIterates Total 9,516,393 5,827,649 3,688,744 
aged 7+ Rural 7,818,550 4,836,187 2,982,363 

Urban 1,697,843 991,462 706,381 

Literacy Total 5289 6187 4303 
rate (%) Rural 4932 5866 3919 

Urban 7939 8437 7332 

4 Bihar Total Total 86,314,465 45,202,091 41,172,374 
population Rural 75,021,453 39,045,095 35,976,368 

Urban ",353,012 6,156,996 5196,016 

Populabon Total 68,610,279 36,136,222 32,474,057 
aged 7+ Rural 59,245,677 30,998,735 28,246,942 

Urban 9,364,602 5,137,487 4,227,115 

literates Tota. 26,402,898 18,968,636 7,434,262 
aged 7 .. Rural 20,045,430 14,975,742 5,069,688 

Urban 6,357,468 3,992,894 2,364,574 

lrtera ... y Total 3848 5249 2289 
ratr!(%) Rural 3383 48 31 1795 

- ----- - -- U_!~ __ 6789 7772 5594 

I 
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Appendix T.bl. 1 
population, population asr-d 7 and over Md lit.r .... aged 7 and over by •• 
and rural-urb., ,..idance for St.t •• and Union T.,ritori .. ,1001 - t:ont'd 

= IndialStatelUnion T enitorv 
=-= 

Persons Males Females 
1 2 3. _ ___ 4 ____ ~ 6 ,.._... 

5. Goa Total Total 1,169,793 59-4,790 575,003 
population Rural 690.041 346,169 343.872 

Urban 479.752 248,621 231.131 

Population Total 1,032,477 524,880 507.597 
aged 7+ Rural 608,823 304,979 303,844 

Urban 423,654 219,901 203,753 

literates Total 779,596 439,034 340,562 
aged 7+ Rura' 440,237 249,196 191.041 

Urban 339.359 189.838 149.521 

literacy Total 75.51 83.64 67.09 
rate (%) Rural 72.31 81.71 62.87 

Urban BO.l0 86.33 73.38 

6. Gujarat Total Total 41.309,582 21,355,209 19,954,373 
population Rural 27,063,521 13,884,299 13,179,222 

II 

Urban 14,246.061 7,470,910 6,775,151 

Population Total 34.479.225 17,811.835 16.667.390 

II aged 7+ Rural 22,428.193 11,490,491 10,937,702 

'I Urban 12,051,032 6,321,344 5,729.688 

II 
Literates Total 21.131.400 13.025,132 8.106.268 

II aged 7+ Rural 11.907,294 7,680,019 4,227,275 

II 

Urban 9,?24,106 5,345.113 3,878,993 

Literacy Total I 6129 7313 4864 I 
,I 

rate (%) Rural i 5309 66.84 38.65 
Urban 76.54 84.56 67.70 

7 Haryana Total Total 16.463.648 8.827.474 7,636.174 

II 

population Rural 

I 
12.408.904 6.657.334 5.751,570 

Urban 4.054.744 2,170.140 1.884.604 

i: 
Population Total 13,338.475 7.164,124 6.174,351 
aged 7+ Rural 9.979.637 5,363,299 4.616.338 

II 

Urban 3,358,838 1,800.825 1,558,013 

Literates Total I 7.449,012 4,950.113 2,498.899 

l_ 

aged 7+ Rural 4.974.926 3,474,151 1,500,775 
Urban 2,474,086 1,475,962 998,124 

Lit8f8.cy Total 55.85 69.10 40.47 
rate (%) Rural 49.85 64.78 32.51 

~n I 73.66 81.96 64.06 
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Appenctix Tabl. 1 
Popul.tion, population .ged 7 and over and lit., ..... ged 7 .nd over by •• 
and rural-urban r •• 'dence for Stat .. and Union T.,ritor''',1881- cont'd 

India/State/Union T erritQfY_ Persons Males Females 

f-. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

8. Himachal Total Total 5,170,8n 2,617,467 2,553,410 
Pradesh population Rural 4,721,681 2,372,193 2,349,_ 

Urban 449,196 245,274 203,922 

Population Total 4,330,456 2,186,801 2,143,665 
aged 7+ Rural 3,941,710 1,973,274 1,968,436 

Urban 388,746 213,527 175,219 

Literates Total 2,765,409 1,648,011 1,117,398 
aged 7+ Rural 2,438,209 1,458,039 980,170 

Urban 327,200 189,972 137,228 

literacy Total 63.86 75.36 52.13 
rate (%) Rural 61.86 73.89 49.79 

Urban 84.17 88.97 78.32 

9. Karnataka Total Total 44,9n,201 22,951,917 22,025,284 
population Rural 31,069,413 15,744,942 15,324,471 

Urban 13,907,788 7,206,975 6,700,813 

Population T olal 37.499.590 19.136.085 18.363,505 
aged 7+ Rural 25,690.672 13,004,914 12,685,758 

Urban 11,808,918 6,131,171 5,6n,747 

Literates Total 21,013,193 12,871,628 8,141,565 
aged 7+ Rural 12,250,620 7,841,549 4,«<>9,071 

Urban 8,762,573 5,030,079 3,732,494 

Literacy Total 56.04 67.26 44.34 
rate (%) Rural 47.69 60.30 34.76 

Urban 74.20 82.04 65.74 

10.Kerala Total Total 29.098.518 14.288,995 14,809,523 
population RLnI 21,418,224 10,512,788 10,906,436 

Urban 7,680,294 3,n6207 3,904,087 

Population Total 25,261,618 12,329,468 12,932.150 
aged 7+ RLnI 18,536,560 8,041,228 9,495.332 

Urban 6,725,058 3,288,240 3,436,818 

uw. .. ToIIII 22.686,0461 11,542,848 11,143,613 
aged 7+ RtnI 16,482,808 8,400,Q98 8.082,810 

Urban 8,203,553 3,142,750 3,080,803 

LiIIracy Total 89.81 93.62 86.17 
'*(%) Al.nI 88.82 82.81 85.12 

Urban 92.25 85.58 88.06 
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Appendix Tabl. 1 
population, population ..... 7 and over and lit.a" aged 7 and over by .. 
and rur.-urban .... ~ for StM •• md Union T.ritor_,1181- cont'd 

IndalStatelUnion T enitory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

11.Madhya Total Total 66,181,170 34,267,293 31,913,an 
Pradesh population Rural 50,842,333 26,164,353 24,677,980 

Urban 15,338,837 8,102,940 7.235.897 

Population Total 53,089,600 27,561,189 25,528,411 
aged 1+- ,Rural 40,433,409 20,843,368 19,590,041 

Urban 12,656,191 6,717,821 5,938,370 

~iterates Total 23,465,301 16,101,285 7,364,016 
aged 7+ Rural 14,502,947 10,638,111 3,864,836 

Urban 8,962,354 5,463,174 3,499,180 

Literacy Total 44.20 58.42 28.85 
rate (%) Rural 35.87 5~.04 19.73 

Urban 70.81 81.32 58.92 

12. Maharashtra Total Tota' 78,937,187 40,825,618 38,111,569 
population Rural 48,395,601 24,536,280 23,859,321 

Urban 30,541,586 16,289,338 14,252,248 

Population Total 65,432,651 33,886,574 31,546,077 
aged 7+ Rural 39,600,117 20,031,556 19,568,561 

Urban 25,832,534 13,855,018 11,977,516 

Literates Total 42.,447,139 25,943,455 16,503,684 
aged 7+ Rural 21,986,542 13,970,829 8,015,713 

Urban 2O,..ao~97 11,972,626 8,487,971 

literacy Total 64.87 76.56 52.32 
rate (%) Rural 55.52 69.74 40.96 

Urban 79.20 86.41 70.87 

13.Manipur Tocal Total 1,837,149 938,359 898,790 

I 
population Rural 1,331,504 682,395 649,109 

Urban 505,645 255,964 249,681 

Population Total 1,530,532 783,051 747,481 
aged 7+ Rural 1,104,129 567,275 536,854 

Urban 426,403 215,776 210,627 

Uterates ToIIII 916,692 560,884 355,a 
aged 7+ RLnI 615,957 383,720 232,237 

Urbaf' 300,736 177,164 123,571 

lMracy Total 59.89 71.63 47.60 
rate (%) Rural 55.79 67.64 43.26 

Urban 70.53 82.11 sa.67 
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Appendix Tabl. 1 
Population, population aged 7 and oyer and lit ... ate. aged 7 and over by •• 
and rural-urban re.idance for Stat •• and Union T.rritor.",1881 - cont'd 

-
IncialStatelUnion T etTitorv Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

14. Meghalaya Total Total 1,714,178 907,687 867,091 
population Rural 1,«4,131 734,865 709,866 

Urban 330,047 172,822 157,225 

Population Total 1,381,049 709,426 671,623 
aged 7+ Rural 1,107,916 565,526 542,390 

Urban 273,133 143,000 129,233 

literates Total 678,105 376,870 301,235 
aged 7+ Rural 454,835 253,522 201,313 

Urban 223,270 123,348 99,922 

literacy Total 49.10 53.12 44.85 
rate (%) Rural 41.05 44.83 37.12 

Urban 81.74 85.72 77.32 

15.Mlzoram Total Tolal 689,156 358,978 330,718 
population Rural 371,810 194,414 177,396 

Urban 317,946 164,564 153,382 

Population Total 561,483 293,837 267,646 
aged 7+ Rural 299,249 157,628 141,621 

Urban 262,234 136,209 126,025 

literates Total 461,930 251,551 210,379 
aged 7+ Rural 216,867 121,942 94,925 

Urban 245,063 129,609 115,454 

Literacy Total 82.27 85.61 78.60 
rate (%) Rural 72.47 77.36 67.03 

Urban 93.45 95.15 91.61 

lS.Nagaiand Total Total 1,209,546 641,282 568,264 
populatio,., Rural 1,001,323 522,235 479,088 

Urban 208,223 119,047 89,176 

Population Total 1,002,059 537,180 464,879 
aged 7+ Rural 830,975 437,087 393,888 

Urban 171,084 100,093 70,991 

Literates Total 617,136 363,229 254,507 
aged 7+ Rural 475,566 277,210 196,356 

Urban 142,170 86,019 56,151 

Literacy Total 61.65 67.62 54.75 
rate (%) Rural 57.2'3 63.42 50.36 

Urban 83.10 85.94 79.10 

I 
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Appendix Table 1 
popuJation, population aged 7 and over Md literate. aged 7 and over bV aex 
and rural-urban reaidence 'or Stata. Md Union Territori .. ,1ag1 - cont'd 

! Indla/State/Unton Territory -=-=- Persons Males Females 
1 - 2 3 4 5 6 - -

1'1'17 Orissa Total Totaf 31,659,136 16,064,146 15,595,590 

11 
population Rural 27,424,753 13,794,955 13,629,798 

! Urban 4,234,983 2,269,191 1,965,792 

II 
PopuIabon Total 26,312,235 13,344,927 12,967,308 
aged 7+ Rural 22,712,536 11,401,634 11,310,902 

I Urban 3,599,699 1,943,29~ 1,656,406 

Literates Total 12,915,917 8,419,391 4,496,526 
aged 7+ Aural 10,324,378 6,841,189 3,483,189 

Urban 2,591,539 1,578,202 1,013,337 

I 

Literacy Total 4909 6309 3468 
rate(%) Aural 4546 6000 3079 

Urban 7199 8121 6118 

18 Punjab Total Total 20,281,969 10,778,034 9,503,935 
populallon Aural 14,288,744 7,569,423 6,719,321 

Urban 5,993,225 3,208,611 2,784,614 

Populabon Total 16,975,724 9,014,582 7,961,142 
aged 7+ Rural 11,935,041 6,316,321 5,618,720 

Urban 5,040,683 2,698,261 2,342,422 

Literates Total 9,932,116 5,919,225 4,012,891 
aged 7+ Aural 6,298,643 3,834,626 2,464,017 

1 
Urban 3,633,473 2,084,599 1,548,874 

I Literacy Total I 56 51 6566 5041 
II rate (%, Rural 5277 6071 4385 

Urban 7208 7726 6612 

19 Rajasthan Total Total 44,005,990 23,042,780 20,963,210 

I 
population Aural 33,938,877 17,686,463 16,252,414 

Urban 10,067,113 5,356,317 4,710,796 

Populabon Total 35,146,498 18,420,030 16,726,468 
aged 7+ Aural 26,925,768 14,031,102 12,894,866 

Urban 8,220,730 4,388,928 3,831,802 

Literates Total 13,549,088 10,129,693 3,419,395 
aged 7+ Rural 8,178,693 6,684,559 1,494,134 

Urban 5,370,395 3,445,134 1,925,261 

Literacy Total 3855 54.99 20.44 
rate (%) RUfBI 30.37 ~764 11.58 

Urban 6533 7850 502~ 
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Appendix T..,..' 
Population, populetion aged 7 and ovw and Ii ........ aged 7 and over by .. 
Md rurlil-urban rMidence for Stat .. Md Union Territor_, , .. , - cont'd 

IndialStatelUnion T emlory p8'$OflS Males Femates 
1 2 3 ..- 5 6 

2O.Sikkim Tota' Tota' 406,457 216,427 190,030 
population Rtnl 369,451 195,2n 174,17" 

Urban 37,006 21.150 15,856 

Population Total 331,810 178,433 153.377 
aged 7+ Rural 299,856 159.892 139,964 

UYban 31.954 18,541 13.413 

Literates Total 188,920 117.306 71,614 
aged 7+ Rural 163,072 101,510 61,562 

Urban 25.848 15,796 10.052 

literacy Total 56.9" 65.7 .. 46.69 
rate (%) Rtnl 54.38 63."9 43.98 

Urban ao.89 85.19 7".9" 

21.Tamil Total Total 55.858.946 28,298,975 27.559,971 
Nadu population Rural 36,781,354 18.567.717 18.213.637 

Urban 19.0n.592 9,731,258 9.346.334 

Population Total 48.410.887 2 ..... 75.964 23.934.923 
aged 7+ Rural 31.711,954 15,961,487 15.750.467 

Urban 16,698,933 8,514.4n 8,184,456 

literates Total 30,336,235 18,050,173 12,286.062 
aged 7+ Rural 17,312,161 10.722,930 6.589,231 

Urban 13,02",074 7,327,2"3 5.696.831 

literacy Total 62.66 73.75 51.33 
rate (%) Rural 54.59 67.18 4'.84 

Urban n.99 86.06 69.61 

22. Tripura Total Total 2.757.205 1.417.930 1.339.275 
population RlHlll 2.335,484 1.202.529 1.132,955 

Urban 421,721 215,401 206,320 

Population Total 2,260,083 1,165,206 1,090t.an 
aged 7+ Rural 1.895,023 978.731 916,292 

Urban 365.060 186,475 178.585 

literates Total 1,365,980 822,..a2 543,578 
aged 7+ Rural 1.062,635 656,440 406,195 

Urban 303,345 165.962 137,383 

Literacy Total &).44 70.58 49.65 
rate (%) Rural 56.08 67.07 44.33 

Urban 83.09 89.00 76.93 
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Appenclx T ... , 
Population, population .ged 7 end over end HtwetM ..... 7 end OWl' by .. 
and rurlll-urlMn ...... nce for SttIt .. Md Union T_rttorte., 1"1 - cont'd 

IncHlStatelUmon T.."tory Persons M .. F.,.,... 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

2.3 Uttar Total Total 139,112,287 74,036,957 65,075,330 
Pradesh population Rural 111,506,372 59,197,138 52,309,234 

Urban 27,605,915 14,839,819 12,766,096 

Population Total 110,912,664 59,409,058 51,503,606 
aged 7+ Rural 88,388,889 47,204,473 41,184,416 

Urban 22,523,775 12,204,585 10,319,190 

Literates Total 46,144,196 33,110,849 13,033,347 
aged 7+ Rural 32,404,_ 24,570,015 7,834,474 

Urban 13,739,707 8,540,834 5,198,873 

Literacy Total 4160 5573 2531 
rate (%) Rural 3666 5205 1902 

Urban 6100 6998 5038 

24 West Total Total 68,077,965 36,510,633 32,567,332 
Bengal population Rural 49,370,364 25,442,210 23,928,154 

Urban 18707,601 10,068,423 8,639,178 

PopulatIOn Total 56,515,668 29,631,349 26,884,319 
aged 7+ Rural 40,080072 20,724,903 19,355,169 

Urban 16,435,596 8,906,446 7,529,150 

Literates Total 32,609,397 20,091,836 12,517,561 
aged 7+ Rural 20,238,835 12,860,262 7,378573 

Urban 12,370,562 7,231,574 5,138,988 

LIteracy Total 5770 6781 4656 
rate (%) Rural 5050 6205 3812 

Urban 7527 81 19 6825 
Union Temtori •• 

1 Andaman Total Total 280,661 154,369 126,292 
& NlCobar popuIabon Rural 205,706 111,986 93,720 
Islands Urban 74,955 42,383 32,572 

Populabon Total 234,312 130,872 103,440 
aged 7+ Rural 169,885 93,832 76,053 

Urban 64,427 37,040 27,387 

LJterates Total 171,086 103,377 67,709 
aged 7+ Rural 118,453 71,305 47,148 

Urban 52,633 32,072 20,561 

Literacy Total 7302 7899 6546 
rate (%) Rural 6973 75.89 6199 

Urban 8169 8659 7508 
'- -
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Appendix Tabl. 1 
Population, population .ged 7 and over Md liter .... aged 7 and over by .. 
• nd rur"-urban r ••• dance for StatH Md Union T.rriloriea,1H1- t:ont'd 

IndalStatelUnion Territory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

2. Chandlgarh Total Total 642,015 358,614 283,401 
population Rural 66,186 40,548 25,638 

Urban 575,829 318,066 257,763 

Populabon Total 546,245 308.183 238.062 
aged 7+ Rural 54.050 34.195 19,855 

Urban 492.195 273.988 21B.207 

LIterates Total 425.060 252.847 172.213 
aged 7+ Rural 31.953 22,456 9.497 

Urban 393.107 230.391 162.716 

LIteracy Total n81 8204 7234 
rate (%) Rural 5912 6567 4783 

Urban 7987 8409 7457 

3 Dadra & Total Total 138.4n 70.953 67.524 
Nagar population Rural 126.752 64,499 62.253 
Have" Urban 11.725 6,454 5,271 

Populabon Total 110,140 56,875 53.265 
aged 7+ Rural 100.283 51.366 48.917 

Urban 9.857 5,509 4.348 

LIterates Total 44.834 30,463 14.371 
aged 7+ Rural 37,102 25,706 11.396 

Urban 7.732 4,757 2.975 

Literacy Total 40 71 5356 2698 
rate (%) Rural 3700 5004 2330 

Urban 7844 8635 6842 

4 Daman & Total Total 101.586 51.595 49.991 
DIU population Rural 54,043 28.111 25.932 

Urban 47.543 23,484 24.059 

Population Total 85.808 43.535 42,273 
aged 7+ Aural 44,529 23,'89 2',340 

Urban 41,279 20.346 20,933 

LIterates Total 61.096 35,987 25.109 
aged 7+ Rural 27,409 17,444 9,965 

Urban 33,687 18.543 15,14" 

Literacy Total 7120 8266 59.40 
rate (%) Aural 61.5& 75.23 46.70 

Urban 81.61 91.14 72.35 
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Ap.,_,dix Tabl. 1 
population, population aged 7 and OY" Md lit_.tea .peI 7 and over by a. 
and rur .... urban ,..tdence for Stat •• and Union T_ritorl",1111 - coneI'd 

Incia/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
1 ·2 3 " 5 6 

5. Delhi Total Total 9,-420,~ 5,155,512 4,265,132 
population Rural 949,019 525,056 423,963 

lJrban 8,471,625 -4,630,456 3,841,169 

Population Total 7,813,248 4,316,091 3,497,157 
aged 7+ Rural 750,&41 420,653 329,988 

i 
lJrban 7,062,607 3,895,438 3,167,169 

Lnerates Total 5,882,297 3,539,500 2,342,797 
aged 7+ Rural 502,148 330,056 172,092 

Urban 5,380,149 3,209,44-4 2,170,705 

Literacy Total 75.29 82.01 66.99 
rate (%) Rural 66.90 78.46 52.15 

lJrt:)an 76.18 82.39 68.54 

6. Laksha- Total Total 51,707 26,618 25,089 
dweep population Rural 22,593 11,530 11,063 

Urban 29,114 15,088 14,026 

Population Total 42,243 21,741 20,502 
aged 7+ Rural 18,254 9,306 8,948 

Urban 23,989 12,435 11,554 

Literates Total 34,548 19,605 14,943 
aged 7+ Rural 14,400 8,251 6,149 

Urban 20,148 11,354 8,794 

Literacy Total 81.78 90.18 72.89 
rate (%) Rural 78.89 88.66 68.72 

Urban 83.99 91.31 76.11 

7. Pondicherry Total Total BlJ7,785 408,081 399,704 
population Rural 290,800 147,599 143,201 

Urban 516,985 260,482 256,503 

Population Total 697,390 351,829 345,561 
aged 7+ Rural 247,119 125,351 121,768 

Urban 450,271 226,478 223,793 

Literates Total 521,213 294,426 226,787 
aged 7+ Rural 161,517 95,813 65,704 

Urban 359,696 198,613 161,083 

literacy Total 74.74 83.68 65.63 
raIe(%) Rural 85.36 78.44 53.96 

Urban 79.88 81.70 71.98 

6-J4S RGI/93. 
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Appenclx Tabl. 2 
population, population apd 7 and OWf and lit ....... ted 7 and OWl' by .. 
and rural-urban r .. idence for Stat •• and Union T.rritor_, 1811 

India/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
I-

1 2 3 4 5 6 

India Total Total 665,287,849 343,930,423 321,357,426 
(excludes population Rural 507,607,678 2ElO,OS4,02O 247,553,658 
Assam) Urban 157,680,171 83,876,403 73,803,768 

Population Total 541,048,025 280,621,091 260,426,934 
aged 7+ Rural «>9,977,093 210,329,269 199,647,824 

Urban 131,070,932 70,291,822 6O,n9,l10 

literates Total 235,731,032 158,221,101 77,509,931 
aged 7+ Rural 147,613,189 104,298,719 43,314,470 

Urban 88,117,843 53,922,362 34,195,461 

Literacy Total I 43.57 56.38 29.76 
rale (%) Rural 36.01 49.59 21.70 

Urban 67.23 76.71 56.26 

India ToCaI Total 659,300,460 340,765,763 318,534,691 
(excludes popuiatiM Rural 502,880,692 257,561,607 245,319,~ 

Assam, and Urban 156,419,768 83,204,156 73,215,612 
Jammu & 
Kashmir) PopulatIOn Total 536,212,697 278,043,150 258,169,547 

aged 7+ Rural 406,195,496 208,316,563 197,878,933 
Urban 130,017,201 69,726,587 60,290,614 

Literates Total 234,150,623 157,082,152 77,068,471 
aged 7+ Rural 146,597,431 103,514,390 43,083,041 

Urban 87,553,192 53,567,762 33,985,430 

Literacy Total 43.67 56.50 29.85 
rate (%) Rural 36.09 49.69 21.77 

Urban 67.34 76.83 56.37 
Stat •• 

1 Andhra Total Total 53,549,673 27,108,922 26,440,751 
Pradesh population Rural 41,062,097 20,697,627 20,364,470 

Urban 12,487,576 6,411,295 6,076,281 

PopulatIon Total 43,740,672 22,184,847 21,555,825 
aged 7+ Rural 33,433,763 16,871,409 16,562,354 

Urban 10,306,909 5,313,438 4,993,471 

literates Total I 15,598,168 10,389,649 5,208,319 
aged 7+ Rural 

I 
9,311,400 6,533,434 2,777,966 

Urban 6,286,768 3,856,415 2,430,353 

Literacy Total 35.66 46.83 24.16 
rate {%} Rural 27.85 38.72 16.77 

Urban 61.00 72.58 48.67 -
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Appendix Table 2 
Population, poputatioft apd 7 Md 0".' .,d lit., .... qed 7 and 0"., by _. 
and rural-urbM rMidenea for SMtaa.,d Union T ... ritor",1te1- conf'd 

lnella/State/Unlon T err.tory P.sons Males Females 
1 2 3 ~ 5 6 

2 Arunachal Total Total 631,839 339,322 292,517 
Pradesh popuIabon Rural 590,4111 313,886 276,525 

Urban 41,"'28 25,438 15,992 

Population Total 501,733 27"',166 227,567 
I 

aged 7+ Rura4 0468.067 252,638 215,429 
Urban 33,666 21,528 12,138 

LI~rates Total 128,210 96,296 31,9141 
aged 7+ Rural 106,747 81,137 25,610 

Urban 21,463 15,159 6,304f 

LIteracy Total 2555 3512 1402 
rate(%) Rural 22 81 3212 11.89 

Urban 6375 7042 51904 
I 
I 

3 Bihar Total Total 69,91"',734 35,930,560 33,984,174 
populatIOn Rur_1 61,195,744 31,170,556 30,025,188 

Urban 8,718,990 <4,760,()04 3,958,186 

Population Total 

I 
55,508,070 28,657,757 26,850,313 

aged 7+ Rural 48,424,183 24,731,373 23,692,e10 
Urban 7,083,887 3,926,~ 3,1.57,503 

Literates Total 17,790,750 13,354,167 ",~36,5B3 
aged 7+ Rural 13,414,927 10,479,391 2,935,536 

Urban <4,375,823 2,874,776 1,501,047 

LIteracy Total 3205 "'660 1652 
rate (%) Rural 2770 42.37 1239 

Urban 6177 7322 47.54 

4 Goa Total Total 1,007,749 510,152 497,597 
populatIOn Rural 684,964 340,821 344,143 

Urban 322,785 169,331 153,454 

Populabon Total 857,804 433,803 424,001 
aged 7+ Rural 581,989 288,602 293,387 

Urban 275,815 145,201 130,61.04 

Latera\es Total 563,663 329,743 233,920 
aged 7 ... Rural 358,663 210,681 1"'7,982 

Urban 205,000 119,062 85,938 

LIteracy Total 65.71 7601 55.17 
rate(%) Rural 6163 73.00 50 ..... 

Urban 7433 82.00 65.80 
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Appendix lei. 2 
population, population aged 7 and ov ... Md lit.ratea aged 7 and over by _. 
and rural-urban r.aldence for Stat •• Md Union r.rritori .. ,1t81 - cont'd 

IndialStatalUnion Territory Persons Males Females -
1 2 3 4 5 6 

GUJarat Total Total 34,085,799 17,552,640 16,533,159 
populabon Rural 23,484,146 11,986,672 11,497,474 

Urban 10,601,653 5,565,968 5,035,685 

Population Total 27,944,633 14,398,266 13,546,367 
aged 7+ Rural 19,142,089 9,763,224 9,378,865 

Urban 8,802,544 4.635,042 4,167,502 

Literates Total 14,589,210 9,378,970 5,210,240 
aged 7+ Rural 8,339,547 5,638,771 2,700,776 

Urban 6,249,663 3,740,199 2,509,464 

literacy Total 52.21 65.14 38.46 
rate (%) Rural 43.57 57.76 28.80 

Urban 7100 80.69 60.22 

6 Haryana Total Total 12,922,618 6,909,938 6,012,680 
population Rural 10,095,231 5,380,966 4,714,265 

Urban 2,827,387 1,528,972 1,298,415 

Population Total 10,405,174 5,586,201 4,818,973 
aged 7+ Rural 8,074,578 4,317,026 3,757,552 

Urban 2,330,596 1,269,175 1,061,421 

Literates Total 4,566,163 3,268,041 1,297,522 
aged 7+ Rural 3,008,691 2,303,004 705,687 

Urban 1,557,472 965,637 591,835 

Literacy Total 43.88 58.51 26.93 
rate (%) Rural 37.26 53.35 18.78 

Urban 66.83 76.08 55.76 

Himachal Total Total 4,280,818 2,169,931 2,110,887 

Pradesh population Rural 3,954,847 1,988,331 1,966,516 
Urban 325,971 181,600 144,371 

Population Total 3,478,891 1,763,085 1,715,806 
aged 7+ Rural 3,203,240 1,607,428 1,595,812 

Urban 275,651 155,657 119,994 

literates Total 1,780,419 1,133,145 647,274 
aged 7+ Rural 1,565,953 1,002,826 563,127 

Urban 214,466 130,319 84,147 

Literacy Total 51.18 64.27 37.72 
rate (%) Rural -48.89 62.39 3529 

Urban n.8O 83.72 70.13 
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Appendix Tabl. 2 
Population, population aged 7 and over and literat •• aged 7 and over by •• 
and rural-urb., r •• idenc. for Stat •• and Union Territori •• ,1081 - cont'd 
,_--- - -_- " 

Males Females _Indta/State/llmon Territory --- - Persons -
1 2 3 4 5 6 

f-- -- -

8 Jammu & Total ToCaI 5,987,389 3,164,660 2,822,729 
Kashmlf populattqn Rural 4,726,986 2,492,413 2,234,573 

Urban 1,260,403 672,247 588.156 

PopulatIOn Total 4,835,328 2,577,941 2,257,387 
aged 7+ Rural 3,781,597 2,012,706 1.768,891 

Urban 1,053,731 565,235 488,496 

literates Total 1,580,409 1,138,949 "41,460 
aged 7+ Rural , ,015,758 784.329 231,429 

Urban 564,651 354,620 210,031 

Literacy Total 32.66 44.18 19.56 
rate (Q4) Rural 26.86 38.97 13.08 

Urban 53.59 6274 43.00 

9 KarJlataka Total Total 37,135,714 18,922,627 16,213,007 
population Rural 26,406,108 13,352,400 13,053,708 

Urban 10,729,606 5,570,227 5,159,379 

Population Total 30,295,983 15,458,591 14,837,392 
aged 7+ Rural 21,416,621 10,828,828 10,587,793 

Urban 8,879,362 4,629,763 4,249,599 

Literates Total 13,999,808 9,078,515 4,921,293 
aged 7+ Rural 8,058,883 5,534,700 2,524,183 

Urban 5,940,925 3,543,815 2,397,110 

LIteracy Total 46.21 58.73 33.17 
rate f%) Rural 37.63 51.11 23.84 

Urban 66.91 76.54 56.41 

10 Kera'a Total Total 25,453,680 12,527,767 12,925,913 
Pradesh population Rural 20,682,405 10,167,417 10,514,988 

Utban 4,771,275 2,360,350 2,410,925 

Popular"," Total 21,523,239 10,532,792 10,990,447 
aged 7+ Rural 17,432,452 8,519,968 8,912,484 

Urban 4,090,787 2,012,824 2,077,963 

Lrterates Total 17,555,017 9,240,834 8,314,183 
aged 7+ RtftI 13,999,653 7,389,103 6,610,550 

Urban 3,555,364 1,851,731 1,703,633 

Literacy Total 81.56 87.73 75.65 
rate (%) F\nI 80.31 86.73 74.17 

lJfban 88.91 92.00 81.99 

I 
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Appendix Tabl. 2 
population, popul.tion .ged 7 and over ..,d lit .... t •• aged 7 and oYer by •• 
and rur.l-urban r •• idence for St.t •• and Union T.rritoriM,1881- cont'd 

I: -India/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
~ 2. 3 • 5 6 

11 Madhya Total Total 52,178,844 26,886,305 25,292,539 
Pradesh populabon Rural .',592,385 21,266,321 20,326,064 

Urban 10,586,459 5,619,98<4 4,966,475 

Population Total 41,762,057 .21 ,617,523 20,1",534 
aged 7+ Rural 33,108,055 16,975,206 16,132,849 

I: Urban 8,654,002 4,642,317 4,011,685 

/1 Literates Total 1.,295,388 10,467,364 3,828,al4 

il 
aged 7+ Rural 8,708,995 6,919,986 1,789,009 

Urban 5,586,393 3,547,378 2,039,015 

I Literacy Total 34.23 .8.42 19.00 
rate ('Yo) Rural 2630 4077 11.09 

Urban 64.55 7641 50.83 

12 Maharashtra Total Total I 62,784,171 32,415,126 30,369,045 
populatIOn Rural 40,790,577 20,527,456 20,263,121 

Urban 21,993,594 11,887,670 10,105,92. 

Population Total 51,846,602 26,824,219 25,022,383 
aged 7+ Rural 33,.21,060 16,765,118 16,655,942 

Urban 18,425,5.2 10,059,101 8,366,441 

literates Total 28,946,653 18,684,284 10,262,369 
aged 7+ Rural 15.258,255 10,345,649 •• 912.606 

Urban 13,688.398 8,338,635 5.349.763 

literacy Total 55.83 69.65 41.01 
rate(%) Rural <45.65 61.71 29.49 

Urban 74.29 82.90 63.94 

13.Manlpur Total Total 1,420,953 721.006 699.947 
populatIOn Rural 1,0<45,<493 530.331 515.162 

Urban 375,460 190,675 184,785 

Population Total 1,151,448 585,330 566,118 
aged 7+ Rural 8<48,<452 .31,299 417,153 

Urban 302,996 154,031 148,965 

Uterates Total 571,758 376,0490 196,268 
aged 7+ Rural 382,043 256,769 125,274 

Urban 189,715 118,721 70,994 

literacy Total 49.66 64.15 34.67 
,ate(%) Rural 46.03 59.53 30.03 

Urban 62.61 n.08 47.86 
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Appendix Tabl. 2 
Population. population aged 7 and over and IIt.rate. aged land over by •• 
and rural-urban r •• idenc. for Stat •• and Union T.rritori ... 1181 - cont'd 

India/State/Union Territory Parsons Males Females 
f-

1 2 3 4 5 6 

'4. Meghalaya Total Total 1,335,819 683,710 652,109 
population Aural 1,094,486 556,958 537,528 

Urban 241,333 126,752 114,581 

Population Total 1,054,682 542,511 512,171 
aged 7+ Aural 866,177 437,313 418,864 

Urban 198,505 105,198 93,307 

1 
Literates Total 443,474 253,084 190,390 
aged 7+ Aural 294,41. 168,742 125,868 

Urban 149,064 84,342 64,122 

Literacy Total 42.05 46.65 37.17 
rate (%) Rural 34.39 36.59 30.00 

Urban 75.00 80.17 69.36 

/'5 Mlzmam Total Total 493,757 257,239 236,518 
population Rural 371,943 192,874 179,069 

Urbilft 121,814 64.36& 57,449 

Population Total 312,722 206,373 186,349 
aged 7+ Rural 294,219 153,715 140,504 

Urban 98,503 52,658 45,845 

Literates Tota' !t1 838" fI:.J) 163 7t!7 , , 127,851 
aged 7+ Rural 203,516 115,112 88,404 

Urban 88,122 48,675 39,447 

Literacy Total 74.26 79.36 68.61 
rate (Ok) Rural 89.17' 74.89 62.92 

Urban 89.46 92.44 86.04 

, 6. Nagaland Total Total 774,930 415,910 359,020_ 
population Rural 854,696 344i,699 309,997 

Urban 120,234 71,211 49,023 

Population Total 639,876 347,961 291,915 
aged 7+ Rural 542,171 288,087 254,084 

Urban 97,705 59,874 37,831 

Literates Total 321,716 203,826 117,890 
aged 7+ Rural 247,338 155,998 91,340 

Urban 74,378 47,828 26,550 

II 

Literacy Total 50.28 58.58 40.39 
rate (%) Rural 45.62 54.15 35.95 

" 
lJrtJan 76.13 79.88 70.18 
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Appendix Tabl. 2 
population, population aged 7 and over end literates aged 7 anti over by MX 
and rural-urban r •• idence for Stet •• and Union T.rritori .. , 1881- conl'd 

11_ ·'ndia/State/Union T erritorv 
If... 1 2 3 

t17 Orossa Total Total 
II population Rural 

il Urban 

i1 

II 

Ii 

Ii 
II 

I 
il 
\1 
I 

1118. Punjab 

1\ I, 

I 
II 

I 
I 

I 

19. Rajasthan 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

literates 
aged 7+ 

literacy 
rate(%) 

Total 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 
population Rural 

Urban 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

literates 
aged 7+ 

Literacy 
rate (%) 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total Total 
population Rural 

Urban 

Population Total 
a~7+ Rural 

Urban 

Literates Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Literacy 
rate (%) 

Urban 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Persons 
4 

26,370,271 
23,259,984 

3,110,287 

21,634,689 
19,073,186 
2,561,503 

8,863,886 
7,203,776 
1,660,110 

40.97 
37.77 
64.81 

16,788,915 
12,141,158 
4,647,757 

13,892,476 
10,039,390 
3,853,088 

6,692,272 
4,189,358 
2,502,914 

48.17 
.1.73 
64.96 

34,261,862 
27,051,354 

7,210,508 

27,187,964 
21,349,549 

5,838,415 

8,185,928 
4,796,817 
3,389,111 

30.11 
22.47 
58.05 

Males 
5 

13,309,786 
11,636,404 
1,673,382 

10,935,885 
9,539,962 
1,395,923 

6,173,840 
5,107,568 
1,066,272 

56.45 
53.54 
76.38 

8,937,210 
6,444,464 
2,492,746 

7,419,442 
5,344,114 
2,075,328 

4,122,262 
2,652,576 
1,469,686 

55.56 
49.64 
70.82 

17,854,154 
14,013,454 
3,840,700 

14,234,128 
11,093,201 
3,140,927 

6,372,216 
4,101,612 
2,270,604 

44.77 
36.97 
72.29 

Females 
6 

13,060,485 
11,623,580 

1,436,905 

10,698,604 
9,533,224 
1,165,580 

2,690,046 
2,096,208 

593,838 

25.14 
21.99 
50.95 

7,851,705 
6,696,694 
2,155,011 

6,473,036 
4,695,276 
1,777,760 

2,570,010 
1,536,782 
1,033,228 

39.70 
32.73 
58.12 

16,407,708 
13,037,900 

3,369,808 

12,953,836 
10,256,348 
2,697,488 

1,813,712 
695,205 

1,118,507 

14.00 
6.78 

41.<48 
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Appendix T8bIe 2 
Population, population _ged 7 and over 11ft" lit.atel _ged 7 and over by .. 
and rur"-urb." r •• ldene. for Stat .. Md Uni"" Terrltori .. ,1081 - co"t'~ 

r-._'~diaiStatet'union T emtory Penons Mates Females 
_____ 1 2 3 4 5 6 

20.Sikkim Total Total 316,385 172,440 143,945 
population Rural 265.301 142,341 122,960 

Urban 51,084 30,099 20,985 

Population Total 254,315 141,059 113,256 
aged 7+ Rural 212,055 115,421 96,634 

Urban 42,260 25,638 16,622 

literates Total 105,769 74,763 31,006 
aged 7+ Rural 78,328 56,566 21,762 

Urban 27,441 18,197 9,244 

Literacy Total 41.59 53.00 27.38 
rate(%) Rural 36.94 49.01 22.S2 

Urban 64.93 70.98 55.61 

21 Tamil Total Total 48,408,077 24,487,624 23,920,453 
Nadu population Rural 32,456,202 16,334,231 16,121,971 

Urban 15,951,875 8,153,393 7,798,482 

Population Total 40,695,978 20,567,743 20,128,235 
aged 7 ~ Rural 27,181,580 13,648,683 13,532,897 

Urban 13,514,398 6,919,060 6,595,338 

I 
Literates Total 22,132,729 13,995.706 8,137,023 
aged 7+ Rural 12,232,764 8,200,163 4,032,601 

Urban 9,899,965 5,795,543 4,104,422 

literacy Total 54.39 68.05 40.43 
rate(%) Rural 45.00 60.08 29.80 

Urban 73.25 83.76 62.23 

22 Trtpura Total Total 2,053,058 1,054,846 998,212 
population Rural 1,827,490 939,558 887,932 

Urban 225,568 115,288 110,260 

Population Total 1,695,090 873,354 821,736 
aged 7+ Ruraf 1,499,709 773.296 726,413 

Urban 195,381 100,058 95,323 

Uterates Total &49,405 537.040 312,385 
aged 7+ Rural 686,539 448,644 239,895 

Urban 162,866 90,39t1" 72,470 

Literacy Total 50.11 61.49 38.01 
rate (%) Rural ".78 57.76 33.02 

Urban 83..- .90.34 76.03 

I 

i 
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Appendix Tabl.2 
population, popul8tion aged 7 and over .... d lit.,at.. aged 7 .nd over Ity •• 
and rur .. -urban , .. idence for Stat •• lind Union Ter,itori","" - con,'fI 

~
II India/State/Union Tenitoty 

123 

23. Uttar Total Total 
III Pradesh population Rural 

'I 

II 

II 

Ii 

i
' 

Urban 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

Literates 
aged 7+ 

Literacy 
rate (%) 

Totaf 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

II 

11

124 West 
Bengal 

I 

Total Total 
population Rural • 

Urban 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

Literates 
aged 7+ 

Literacy 
rate(%) 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

I

I Union Ter,itori •• 
1. Andaman Total Total 

& Nicobar POPUlation Rural 
islands Urban 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

Persons 

110,862,013 
90,962,698 
19,899,115 

88,309,174 
72,153,332 
16,155,842 

29,452,906 
20,588,485 

8,664,423 

33.35 
28.53 
54.87 

54,580,647 
40,133.926 
14,446.721 

45,091.381 
32,575.496 
12.515,885 

21,936,124 
13,089,931 
8,846,193 

48.65 
40.18 
70.68 

188,741 
139,107 
49,634 

149,702 
108,926 
40,776 

Males 
5 

58,819,276 
48,041,135 
10,778,141 

47,162,390 
38,292.472 
8,869,918 

22,377,902 
16,626,867 
5,751,035 

47.45 
43.42 
64.84 

28,560,901 
20,617,489 

7,943,412 

23,771,054 
16,812,631 
6,958,423 

14,245,744 
8.870,677 
5.375.067 

59.93 
52.76 
77.25 

107,261 
78,401 
28.860 

87,520 
63,042 
24,478 

8 

52,042,737 
42,921,~ 

9,120,974 

4','46,784 
33.860,eso 

7,285.924 

7.075,006 
3,961,618 
3.113,368 

17.19 
11.70 
42.73 

26,019,746 
19.516,<437 
6,503,~ 

21,320,327 
15,762,666 
5.557.<462 

7,690.360 
4,219,254 
3,471,126 

36.07 
26.77 
62.46 

81,480 
60,706 
20,774 
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Appendix Table 2 
Population, population aged 7 and over and literat •• aged 7 and over by .ex 
and rural-urban r •• idence for State. and Union TerritoriM,1Q81 - conf'd 

- - -
IndlwStatelUmon T ernto!}, Persons Males Females _, 2 3 4 5 6 

2 Chandlgarh Total Total 451,610 255,278 196,332 
population Rural 28,769 17,046 11,723 

Urban 422,841 238.232 184,609 

Population Total 375,152 215.183 159,969 
aged 7+ Aural 23,398 14,161 9,237 

Urban 351,754 201,022 150,732 

Literates Total 280,636 169,756 110,880 
aged 7+ Rural 12,465 8,689 3,776 

Urban 268,171 161,067 107,104 

Literacy Total 7481 7889 6931 
rate (%) Aural 5327 6136 4088 

Urban 7624 8012 7106 

J Dadra 8- Total Total 103,676 52,515 51,161 
Nagar populataon Rural Q6,762 48,846 47,916 
Havelt Urban 6,914 3,669 3,245 

Population Total 81,765 41,534 40,231 
aged 7+ Rural 76,194 38,542 37,652 

Urban 5571 2,992 2,579 

Literates Total 26,736 18,540 8,196 
aged 7+ Rural 23,076 16,272 6,B04 

Urban 3,660 2268 1,392 

I Literacy Total 32 70 4464 2037 
rate(%) Rural 3029 4222 1807 

I 
Urban 65 70 7580 5397 

I 4 Daman & Total Total 78,981 38,298 40,683 
DIU population Rural 49,958 24,281 25,677 

'I 

Urban 29,023 14,017 15,006 

II 
Population Total 63,191 30,300 32,891 
aged 7+ Rural 39,074 18,743 20,331 

Urban 24,117 11,557 12,560 
I 

Literates Totai 37,858 22,564 15,294 

I 
aged 7+ Rural 19,700 12,541 7,159 

Urban 18,158 10,023 8,135 

j Literacy Total I 5991 7447 4650 
rate (%) Rural 5042 6691 3521 

Urban 7529 8673 6477 
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AppendiK Tabl. 2 
Population, population _ted 7 and ov.r and lit.,.ales aged 1 and ovor by .ex 
.nd rur.l-urban re&idence for Stat .. and Union rerritOfiu11.el·- coneI'd r ~ ImiaiSlaleiUnion T errilory Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 - ---

~ 5. Delhi Total T oiaf 6.220,406 3,440.081 2,780.325 

Ij population Rural 452,206 :249.833 2a2,373 

~ Urban 5,7~,200 3,190,248 2,577,952 

Population Total 5,142,",,27 2,880,359 2,262,068 
aged 7 .... Rural 360,316 201,546 158.770 

Urban 4,782,111 2,678,613 :2,103,:293 

literates Total 3.699,662 2,283,662 1,416,000 
aged 7+ Rural 208,373 146,231 62,142 

Urban 3,49',289 2,137,431 1,353,858 

Literacy Total 71.94 79.~ 62.60 
rate {%) Rural 57.83 72.5 39.14 

Urban 73.01 79. /9 64.37 

6. Laksha- Total Total 40,249 2:0,3n 19,872 
dweep population Rura~ 21,620 10,887 10,733 

Urban 16,629 9,490 9,139 

Population Total I 32,153 16,254 15,899-
aged 7+ Aural 11,Q73 8,567 8.506 

Urban 15,080 7,687 7,393 

Literates Total 22,000 13,204 8,796 

I 
aged 7+ Ru,ar 1t,178 6,741 ~,437 

I Urban 10,622 6,463 ~,359 

\ 

~ 
literacy Total 68.42 81.24 55.32 
rate (%) Rural 65.47 7B.69 52.16 

I 7. Pondicnerry 

Urban 71.76 84.08 58.96 

Total Tota~ 604,471 304,561 299,910 
I popUlation Rura! 288,424 145,922 142,502 
I Urban 316.047 156.639 157,408 

I' 
II Population Total 503,652 253,520 250,132 

aged 7+ Rural 239,102 120,948 118.154 
Urban 264,550 132,572 131.978 

I Lilera1es Total 326,084 195,443 132.&41 
[ aged 7+ Aural I 134,309 84,462 <49,847 
'I 

!l Urban 193.775 110,981 82,794 

literacy Total 85.1~ 71.00 53.03 
rate (Il-/o) 'Rural 56_17 6E.83 4.2.19 

Urban 73.25 83.71 62.73 
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App.ndlx Table 3 
Sch~ul~ Caa' .. : 'opulation, population agec:l7 and 0'1« and IIt ... at .. aged 
7 and owr by .ex and Nral-urban r.sldence for State. and Union Territories, 
1981 

IndlalStalelUnion Territory Persons Males Females --::_--L_ 2 3 4 5 6 

India Total Total 103,300,726 53,489,079 49,811,647 
(excludes population' Rural 86,766,393 44,745,165 42.021,228 
Assam) Urban 16,534,333 8,743,914 7,790,419 

Population Total 82,806,659 43,023,426 39,783,233 
aged 7+ Rural 69,436,620 35,893,191 33,543,429 

Urban 13,370,039 7,130,235 6,239,804 

literates Total 21,387,874 16,212,061 5,175,813 
aged 7+ Rural 15,533,684 12,168,226 3,365,-458 

Urban 5,854,190 4,043,835 1,810,355 

Literacy Total 25.83 37.68 1301 
rate (0/0) Rural 22.37 33.90 10.03 

Urban 43.79 56.71 29.01 

India Total Total 102,803,363 53,230,290 49,573,073 
(excludes population Rural 86,326,376 44,516,367 41,810,009 
Assam, and Urban 16,476,987 8,713,923 7,763,06-4 
Jammu & 
Kashmtr) Population Total 82,410,157 42,816,126 39,594,031 

aged 7+ Rural 69,086,512 35,710,257 33,376,255 
Urban 13,323,645 7,105,869 6,217,776 

Literates Total 21,276,965 16,128,785 5,148,180 
aged 7+ Rural 15,440,216 12,096,752 3,343,464 

Urban 5,836,749 4,032,033 1,804,716 

Literacy Total 
I 

25.82 37.67 13.00 
rate (%) Rural 

I 
22.35 33.87 10.02 

Urban 43.81 56.74 29.03 
Slates 

1 Andhra Total Total 7,961,730 4,039,242 3,922,488 
Pradesh population Aural 6,752,368 3,419,221 3,333,147 

Urban 1,209,362 620,021 589,341 

Population Total 6,472,417 3,292,689 3,179,728 
aged 7+ Rural 5,484,037 2,784,641 2,699,396 

Urban 988,380 508,048 480,332 

Li18rates Total 1,354,039 972,404 381,635 
aged 7+ Rural 915,296 685,482 229,814 

Urban 438,743 286,922 151,821 

literacy Total 20.92 29.53 12.00 
rate (%) Aural 16.69 24.62 8.51 

Urban I 44.39 56.48 31.61 
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Appendix Table 3 
Scheduled Castes: Population, population aged 7 and over and merate. aged 
7 and over by sex and rural-urban residence for States and Union Tarrltorla., 
1981 - conl'd 

----- ----=----=------...==-- ---
_!_ndlaiState/UOI_Q!l T ~ntQ!Y Persons Males Females 

1 ~ 3 --4-- 5 6 

2 Arunachal Total Total 2,919 1,833 1,086 
Pradesh populabon Aural 1,940 1,198 742 

Urban 979 635 344 

Population Total 2,301 1,503 798 
aged 7+ Rural 1,504 974 530 

Urban 797 529 268 

Literates Total 1,055 821 234 
aged 7+ Rural 686 539 147 

Urban 369 282 87 

Literacy Total 4585 54 62 29 32 
rate(%) Rural 4561 5534 2774 

Urban 4630 5331 3246 

II j ~har Total Total 10,142,368 5,158,486 4,983,882 
populallon Rural 9282,243 4,697,006 4,585,237 

I 

Urban 860,125 461,480 398,645 

Population Total 7,961,669 4,061,988 3,899,681 
aged 7+ Rural 7,278,440 3,690,347 3,588,093 

Urban 683,229 371,641 311,588 

Literates Total 1022492 905,638 116,854 
aged 7+ Rural 821,929 745,317 76,612 

Urban 200,563 160,321 40,242 

LIteracy Total 1284 2230 300 
rate (%) Rural 1129 2020 214 

Urban 2936 4314 1292 

I 4 Goa Total Total 20,619 10,542 10,On 

I populabon Rural 12,166 6,189 5,9n 
Urban 8,453 4,353 4,100 

Population Total 17,092 8,769 8,323 
aged 7+ Rural 10,200 5,203 4,997 

Urban 6,892 3,566 3,326 

literates Total 7,296 4,827 2,469 
aged 7+ Rural 4,017 2,756 1,261 

Urban 3,279 2,071 1,208 

LIteracy Total 4269 5505 2966 
rate (%) Rural 3938 5297 2524 

Urban 4758 5808 3632 
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Appendix Table 3 
SCheduled C •• t •• : Population, population aged 7 and over and 1I~.at_ aged 
7 .nd ov.r by sex and rural-ut1lan re.denc. for Stat .. and Union Territorle .. 
1981 - cont'd 

---
I IndIa/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
I 1 -~--__?- 3 4 5 6 

IS GUjafat Total Total 2,438,297 1,255,512 1,182,785 
population RlIai 1,641,070 837,781 803,289 

Urban 797,227 417,731 379,496 -

Population Totat 1,972,392 1,013,394 958,998 
aged 7+ Rural 1,331,479 677,718 653,761 

Urban 640,913 335,676 305,237 

LIterates Total 947,549 653,999 293,550 
aged 7+ Rural 561,247 400,977 160,270 

Urban 386,302 253,022 133,280 

literacy Total 48.04 64.54 30.61 
rate (%) Aural 4215 59.17 24.52 

Urban 60.27 75.38 43.66 

6 Haryana Total Total 2,464,012 1,322,088 1,141,924 
populabon Allal 2,092.920 1,120,098 972,822 

Urban 371,092 201,990 169,102 

Population Total 1,939,849 1,044,581 895,268 
aged 7+ Rural 1,645,564 882,975 762,589 

Urban 294,285 161,606 132,679 

lIterates Total 485,115 408,079 77,036 
aged 7+ Rural 384,105 329,800 54,305 

Urban 101,010 78,279 22,731 

LIteracy Total 25.01 39.07 8.60 
rate (%) Rural 23.34 37.35 7.12 

Urban 34.32 48.44 17.13 

7 Hmachal Total Total 1,053,958 531,989 515,_ 
Pradesh population Rural 997,427 507,146 490,279 

Urban 56,531 30,841 25,690 

Population Total 850,287 434,811 415,476 
aged 7+ Rural 803,425 408,955 394,470 

Urban 46,862 25,856 21,006 

Literates Total 325,317 221,743 103,574 
aged 7+ Rural 297,350 203,532 93,818 

Urban 27,967 18,211 9,156 

literacy Total 

I 
38.26 51.00 2493 

rate ("0) Rural 37.01 49.n 23.78 
Urban 59.68 70.43 46.44 

7-145 RGI/93. 
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Appendix Table 3 
Scheduled Ca.t •• : Population, population aged 7 and ov ... and Itt .... tu .ted 
7 and ovar by .. x and rur.l-urban r.aldenc. for State. and Union Terrltorlel, 
1881 - eont'd 

-
IndialStateAJnion Territory Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 .. 5 6 

8. Jammu & Total Total 497.363 258,789 238.574 
Kashmir population Atlal 440,017 226,798 211.219 

Urban S7,a..6 29,991 27.355 

popuaation Total 398,502 207,300 189.202 
aged 7+ Rwal 350,106 182,934 167,174 

Urban 46,394 24.366 22,028 

Literates Total 110,909 83,276 27,633 
aged 7+ Rural 93.468 71.474 21.994 I 

Urban 17,441 11,802 5.639 II 

Literacy Total 27.97 40.17 14.61 ! 
rate (%) Rural 26.70 39.07 13.16 

Urban 37.59 48.44 25.60 
I , 9 Karnataka Total Total 5,595,353 2,843,413 2,751.940 

i population Rural 4,368,731 2.212,273 2.156,458 I 
Urban 1.226,622 631,140 595,482 I 

I 
I 

PopulatIOn Total 4.462.656 2.273,691 2.188.965 I 

aged 7+ Rural 3,477,960 1.765,215 1.712,745 
Urban 984.696 508,476 476,220 

literates Total 1,120.771 815.784 304.987 
aged 7+ Rural 654,266 512.068 142.198 

Urban 466.505 303.716 162.789 

literacy Total ! 25.11 35.88 13.93 
I rate(%) Rural 18.81 29.01 8.30 

Urban 47.38 59.73 34.18 

10. Kerala Total Total 2.549.382 1,260.874 1,288.508 
population Rural 2.240.011 1.107,512 1,132.499 ~ 

Urban 309,371 153,382 156,009 I 

PoPUlatIOn Total 2.145.483 1,056,312 1,089,'71 I 
aged 7+ Rural 1.882,232 926,425 955,807 I 

Urban 263.251 129.887 133,364 I 

literates Total 1,389,894 767,393 622,501 I 

aged 7+ R~aI 1.194,548 661,622 532,926 
Urban 195,346 105,771 89,575 ! 

Li&eracy Total 64.78 72.85 57.15 
rate (0/..) R~aI 63.46 71.42 55.76 

Urban 74.21 81.43 67.17 
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Appendix Table 3 
Sch.dul~ Ca.t.s: Population, population aged 7 and ov ... and IIt .... t •• aged 
1 and ov.r by NX and rurlf-urban r.sldence for Stat •• and Union Territo,.a. 
1981 - conf'd • 

India/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 .. 5 6 ---......, 

".Madhya Total Total 7,358,533 3,808,259 3,550,274 
Pradesh population R\M'aI 6,040.141 . 3,114,356 2,925,785 

Urban 1.318,392 693.903 624,489 

POPUlation Total 5,850,728 3,035,267 2,815,461 
aged 7+ R\M'aI 4,192,907 2,473,872 2,319,035 

Urban 1,057,821 561,395 496,426 

Literates Total 1.370,827 1.135.193 235.634 
aged 7+ Rural 914.049 798,870 115,179 

Urban 456.778 336,323 120,455 

literacy Total 23.43 37.40 8.37 
rate (%) Rural 19.07 32.29 4.97 

Urban 43.18 59.91 24.26 

1'2 Maharashtra Total Total 4,479,763 2,299,098 2,180,665 
populabon Rural 3,065,938 1,556,129 1.509,809 

Urban 1.413,825 742,969 670,856 

Population Total 3,657,730 1,880,888 1,776,842 
aged 7+ Rural 2,508,994 1,273,905 1,235,089 

Urban 1,148,736 606,983 541,753 

literates Total 1,553,439 1,100,092 453,347 
aged 7+ Rural 906,104 672,191 233,913 

Urban 647,335 427,901 219,434 

literacy Total 42.47 58.49 25.51 
rate (%) Rural 36.11 52.77 18.94 

Urban 56.35 70.50 40.50 

13 Manlpur Total Total 17,753 9,075 8,678 
population Rural 14,795 7,534 7,261 

Urban 2.958 1.541 1.417 

I Population Total 14,308 7,375 6,933 

I aged 7+ Rural 1',8~ 6,116 5.783 
Urban 2,409 1,259 1.150 

literates Total 5,862 3,751 2.111 
aged 7+ Rural 4,614 2,986 1,628 

Urban 1.248 765 483 

I literacy Total 40.97 50.86 30.45 
rate (%) Rural 38.78 48.82 28.15 

Urban 51.81 60.76 42.00 -
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Appendix Table 3 
Scheduled C •• tes: Population, population agad 7 and over and tlt.,.t.a aged 
7 and over by •• x and rural-urban resld.nee fc)r Stat .. and Union Territories. 
1M1 - cont'd 

Indta/State/UnIOn T erntorv PerSOns Males Females 

--__! _- 2 3 ~- 5 6" 

14 Meghalaya Total Total 5,492 3,068 2,424 
populabon Rural 2,950 1,593 1,357 

Urban 2,542 1,475 1,067 

PopulatIOn Total 4,445 2,486 1,959 
aged 7+ Rural 2,387 1,286 1,101 

Urban 2,058 1,200 858 

Literates Total 1378 996 382 
aged 7+ Rural 651 485 166 

Urban 727 511 216 

LIteracy Total 3100 4006 1950 
rate (%) Rural 2727 3771 1508 

Urban 3533 4258 2517 

15 Mlzoram Total Total 135 120 15 
populabon Rural 97 90 7 

Urban 38 30 8 

Population Total 127 115 12 
aged 7+ Rural 91 86 5 

U Urban 36 29 7 

literates Total 114 106 8 
aged 7+ Rural 81 79 2 

Urban 33 27 6 

literacy Total 8976 92 17 6667 
rate (%) Rural 8901 9186 4000 

Urban 9167 9310 85 71 

160nssa Total Total 3,865,543 1,944,071 1,921,472 
populabon Rural 3,S02,195 1,757,826 1,744,369 

Urban 363,348 186,2"5 177,103 

Population Total 3,173,243 1,597,799 1,575,444 
aged 7+ Rllal 2,879,088 1,446,191 1,432,897 

Urban 
f 

294.155 151,608 142,547 

Literates Total 849,198 674,679 174,519 
aged 7+ RlJ'aI 746,684 597,498 149,186 

Urban 102,514 77,181 25,333 

Literacy Total ~676 4223 1108 
rate (%) RlI'af 2593 4132 1041 

J Urban 3485 50 91 17n 

I 
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Appendix Tab" 3 
Scheduled Castes: t"opulatlon, population aged 7 end over and IIterat.s ag.d 
7 and over by .ex and rural-urban resldenc. for State. and Union T.rrltor .... 
1981 - cont'd 

IndialStatelUnion Territory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 _.---- -----

17. Purlab Total Total 4,511,703 2,415,903 2,095,800 
population R~aI 3,666,372 1,960,767 1,705,605 

Urban 845,331 455,136 390,195 

Population Total 3,620,727 1,948,316 1,672,411 
aged 7+ Rural 2,943,987 1,581,836 1,362,151 

Urban 676,740 366,480 310,260 

Literates Total 1,050,002 732,259 317,743 
aged 7+ Rural 815,733 574,229 241,504 

Urban 234,269 158,030 76,239 

Literacy Total 29.00 37.58 19.00 
rata (%) Rural 27.71 36.30 17.73 

Urban 34.62 43.12 24.57 

18. Ra;asthan Total Total 5,838,879 3,052,375 2,786,504 
poplJation R~aI 4,790,504 2,498,164 2,292,340 

Urban 1,048,375 554,211 494,164 

Population T olal 4590,918 2,404,293 2,186,625 
aged 7+ Rural 3,765,805 1,965,017 1,800,788 

Urban 825,113 439,276 385,837 

Lilltrates Total 804,234 732,695 71,539 
aged 7+ Rural 531,203 505,220 25,983 

Urban 273,031 227,475 45,556 

Literacy Total 17.52 30.47 3.27 
rate ("0) Rural 14.11 25.71 1.44 

Urban 33.09 51.78 11.81 

19.5;kJ(im Total Total 18,281 9,558 8,723 
population Rural 14,365 7,522 6,843 

Urban 3,916 2,036 1,880 

Population Total 14,486 7,677 6,809 

aged 7+ Rural 11,352 6,029 5,323 
Urban 3,134 1,648 1,486 

literates Total 5,038 3,371 1,667 

aged 7+ Rural 3,195 2,245 950 
Urban 1,843 1,126 717 

Literacy Total 34.78 43.91 24.48 

rate <%) Rural 28.14 37.24 17.85 
Urban 58.81 68.33 48.25 
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Appendix T ... 3 
Schedul8d C.stes: Popul.tlon, popul.tIon .ged 7 .nd over .nd Utar ..... ged 
7 .nd over by •• x .nd rural-urban r.sldenc. for State •• nd Union Territor .. .. 
lM1 - cont'd 

---
1~~StatelUnion T erritorv 3 -- --- Persons Males Females 

1 _1__ _____ 4 5 6 

20 Tall'll' Total Total 7.427.398 3.763.8F 3.863.581 
Nadu population Rural 5.860.065 2,966.621 2.893 .... 44 

Urban 1.567,333 797,196 nO,137 

Population Total 6,115,811 3,101,317 3,014,494 
aged 7+ Rllal 4,828,289 2.446,968 2,381.321 

Urtan 1,287,522 654.349 633.173 

literates Total 2,093.369 1,460,833 632,536 
aged 7+ Rural 1.414,427 1.031,054 383,373 I 

Urban 678,942 429,779 249,163 

I Literacy Total 34.23 47.10 20.98 
rate (%) Rural 29.29 42.14 16.10 

Urban 52.73 65_68 39.35 

21.Tnpura Total Total 310,384 159,796 150,588 
population Rural 29{),832 149,702 141,130 

Urban 19,552 10,094 9,458 

Population Total 25~,904 130,457 122,447 
aged 7+ Rural 236,604 122,041 114,563 

Urban 16,300 8,416 7,884 I 
literates Total 103,189 69,059 34,130 
aged 7+ Rural 93.958 63.276 30.682 

Urban 9,231 5.783 3.448 

Literacy Total 40.80 52.94 27.87 
rate ('Yo) Rural 39.71 51.85 26.78 

Urban 56.63 68.71 43.73 

22. Uttar Total Total 23.453,339 12,397.321 11,056,018 
Pradesh population Rural 21,000,331 11,066,882 9,933,449 

Urban 2.453,008 1,330,439 1,122,569 

Population Total 18.586.106 9,887,175 8.698,931 
aged 7+ R .. at 16,596,708 8.783,741 7,812,967 

Urban 1,989,398 1,103,434 885,964 

LitEmltes Total 3,"'33.983 3.022.182 411,801 
aged 7+ RU'aI 2,782,062 2,522,126 259,936 

Urban 651,921 500.056 151,865 

literacy Total 18.48 30.57 4.73 
rate (%) RU'a( 16.76 28.71 3.33 

Ufban 32.n 45.32 17.14 
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App.ndlx Table 3 
Scheduled C ..... : p .... tion, population at" 7 and ove, and IIt",'e. aged 
7 and ove, by 80: and rural-urban residence for Stat .. and Union T.rrltor .... 
1981 - cont'd 

1- --lndialStatelUnion T erritorv Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

\23 West Total Total 12,000,768 6,231,795 5,768,973 
Bengal population Rural 10,511,836 5,426,210 5,085,626 

i Urban 1,488,932 805,585 683,34f7 
I 

Population Total 9,686,901 5,060,456 4,626,445 
aged 7+ Rural 8,452,540 4,385,071 4,067,469 

Urban 1,234,361 675,385 558,976 

Uterates Total 2,874,730 2;104,621 770,109 
aged 7+ Rural 2,340,617 1,7"",520 596,097 

Urban 534,113 360.101 174,012 

literacy Total 29.68 41.59 16.65 
rate (%) Rural 21.69 39.78 14.66 

Urban 43.27 53.32 31.13 
Union Terrltori •• 

1 Chandigarh T olal Total 63.621 36,093 27,528 
population Rural 6,813 3,821 2,992 

Urban 66,808 32,272 24,536 

Population Total 50,130 28,988 21,142 
aged 7+ Rural 5,354 3,044 2,310 

Urban 44,776 25.944 18,832 

Literates Total 22,503 15,999 6,504 
aged 7+ Rural 2,023 1,424 599 

Urban 20,480 14,575 5.905 

Literacy Total 44.89 55.19 30.76 
rate (%) Rural 37.78 46.78 25.93 

Urban 45.74 56.16 31.36 

2. Dadra & Total Total 2,041 957 1,084 
Nagar p<'PfJlalion Rural 1,818 843 975 
Haveli Urban 223 114 109 

Population Total 1,592 720 872 
aged 7+ Rural 1,421 636 785 

Uman 171 84 87 

literates Total 1,000 538 462 
aged 7+ Rural 912 .. 96 418 

Urban 88 42 48 

Literacy Total 62.81 74.72 52.98 
rate (%) Rural M.18 n.99 52.99 

Ulbin 51.48 50.00 52.81 
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~T.'" 
Scheduled ea ... : Populadon. population atecl7 and ow. and litera .. aged 
7 anll OWl' by ... Md nnkIrbM reaIdence for ..... and UnIon T.rItarIe., 
1.1 - t:OItCI'd 

tndialStatalUnion T anitory Parsorw Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 8 

3. Oaman& Total Total 2,813 1,245 1,568 
DIu poptMIOfl FVat 1,910 794 1,116 

Utb ... 903 451 452 

Population Total 2,257 973 1,284 
agad7+ AlnI 1,522 603 919 

Urban 736 370 365 

L ....... Totlll 1,499 822 an 
aged 7+ FU .. 1,001 505 496 

Urban 488 317 181 

LitIracy Total 88.42 84.48 52.73 ,. ("') RtnI 85.n ~.75 53.97 
Urban 67.76 85.68 49.59 

4. Delhi Total Total 1,121,843 618,550 503,093 
popuIalon FUaI 104,012 57,088 46,Q26 

Urban 1,017,831 561,464 456,187 

Population To ... 884,091 493,387 390,704 
agad7+ FUaI 81,105 44,791 38,314 

Urban 802,988 448,596 354,390 

Ltwa ... Total 423,008 300,313 122,693 
aged 7+ FUaI 33,589 25,908 7,881 

Urban 389,437 274,405 115,032 

LIWacy TolIII 47.86 60.87 31.40 
,.(%) R\I'aI 41.38 57.84 21.10 

Urban 41.50 61.11 32.046 

5. Pondidleny Total Total 96,838 49,210 47,421 
poplMlon RU"aI 82,526 32,001 30,525 

Urban 34,110 17,208 18.801 

Population Total "fg/107 40,698 38._ 
agad7+ FUaI 51,818 26.571 25.047 

Urban '0,888 14,128 13,181 

Litera .. Total 30,088 20,588 8,478 
a.gad7+ R ..... 15_ 11.547 4.342 

UrbM 14.1n 9,041 5.1. 

Lit&racy Total 37.82 50.59 24.42 
,. (%) RtnI 30.78 43.46. 17.34 

Urn ... 50.83 83.99 37R 



97 

Appendix Table 4 
Scheduled TribM: Populetlon, population aged 7 and OV'" and II_rata. III_ 
1 and over by .. :Ill and rural-urban r .... nee tor State. M\d Union T ... rla"" 
1&81 

IIldia'StatelUnion T errilQly Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 8 

India Total To ... 51,566,874 26,007,965 25,558,909 
(excludes populalion R"a1 48,372,959 24,337,379 24,035,580 
Assam, and Urban 3,t.93,915 1,670,588 1,523,329 
Jammu & 
Kashmar) Population Total 41,419,499 20,946,083 20,473,416 

aged 7+ RtKaI 38,819,646 19,575,655 19,243,991 
Urban ~,599,853 1,370,428 1,229,425 

literates Total 8,214,897 6,242,301 1,972,596 
agpd7+ R"aI 7,037,644 5,466,126 1,571,518 

Urban 1,177,253 n6,17S 401,078 

Litaracy Total 19.83 29.80 9.63 
r.(%) RtKa! 18.13 27.92 8.17 

Urban 45.28 56.64 32.62 
Stat •• 

1 An<llra Total Total 3,176,001 1,618,689 1,557,312 
Pradesh population R .. aI 2,978,593 1,514,856 1,463,737 

Urban 197,408 103,833 93,575 

Population Total 2,507,308 1,285,532 1,221,776 
aged 7+ Rlwal 2,348,565 1,201,486 1,147,079 

Urban 158,743 84,046 74,697 

Literates Total 236,668 186,745 49,923 
aged 7+ RlIa! 192,706 155,206 37,500 

Urban 43,962 31,539 12,423 

Literacy Total 9.44 14.53 4.09 

I! 

rate (%) RlIal 8.21 12.92 327 
Urban 2769 37.53 16.63 

i! 2 Arunachal Total Total 441,167 220,0'46 221,121 
Pradesh populallon Rural 431,110 214,471 216,839 

Urban 10,057 5,575 4,482 

Population Total 350,983 175,287 175,696 
aged 7+ RlIa! 343,019 170,744 172,275 

Urban 7,964 4,543 3,421 

Literates Total 60,257 44,666 15,591 

I 
aged 7+ Rural 55,524 41,354 14,170 

Urban 4,733 3,312 1,421 

II 
Literacy Total 17.17 25.48 8.87 
rate (%) RLWat 16.19 24.22 8.23 

II Urban 59.43 72.90 41.54 
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Appendix Table 4 
Scheduled TrI .. : Population, population aged 7 and ov., and tttarata. aged 
7 and over by aex and rural-urban r .... nc. for Sfata. and Union T.,rltor •• , 
1881 - cont'd 

India/State/Union T erritory_ Persons .Males Females 
1 2 s 4 5 _6 --

3. Bihar Total Total 5,810,867 2,915,492 2,895,375 
population ALI"aI 5,448,750 2,725,758 2,722,992 

Urban 362,117 189,734 172,383 

Population Total 4,696,064 2,361,086 2,334,978 
aged 7+ AlI'at 4,400,228 2,204,776 2,195,452 

Urban 295,836 156,310 139,526 

Literates Total 959,209 744,559 214,650 
aged 7+ Aural 825,262 656,104 169,158 

Urban 133,947 88,455 45,492 

Literacy Tptal 20.43 31.53 9.19 
rate (%) Aural 18.75 29.76 7.70 

Urban 45.28 56.59 32.60 

4. Goa Total Total 690 374 316 
population Rural 361 208 153 

Urban 329 166 163 

Population Total 564 305 259 
aged 7+ Rural 306 178 128 

Urban 258 127 131 

Literates Total 196 141 55 
aged 7+ Aural 107 81 26 

Urban 89 60 29 

Literacy .otal 34.75 46.23 21.24 
rate (%) Rural 34.97 45.51 20.31 

Urban 34.50 47.24 22.14 

5. Gujarat Total Total 4,848,586 2,453,566 2,395,020 
population AlI'al 4,493,612 2,266,166 2,227,446 

Urban 354,974 187,400 167,574 

Population Total 3,902,791 1,983,551 1,919,240 
-aged 7+ AlI'aI 3,612,925 1,829,347 1,783,578 

Urban 289,866 154,204 135,662 

literates Total 999,251 730,648 268,603 
aged 7+ AlI'aI 890,647 654,918 235,729 

Urban 108,804 75,730 32,874 

literacy Total 25.60 36.84 14.00 
rate (%) AlI'aI 24.65 3S.eo 13.22 

Uman 37.47 49.11 24.23 
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AppendIxTIlbIe .. 
Scheduled Tribes: Populatfon, population aged 7 and over and literat .. aled 
1 and over by .ex and ruraf-urban r •• tcMnce for State. and Union ,. ... ritor .. ., 
1981 - conf'd 

1
._~~S~~elun~ Territory 3 

6. Himachal Total· Total 
\ Pradesh population Rural 

I
i Urban 

'/ Population Total 
~ aged 7+ AlIai 

~ Urban 

I' Literates Total 
II aged 7+ RlM'a1 
II Urban 
'I 

11 
II 

literacy 
rate(%) 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

7. Karnataka Total Total 

B. Kerala 

population Rural 
Urban 

Population Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

Literates Total 
aged 7+ Rural 

Urban 

Literacy Total 
rate (%) Rural 

Urban 

Total Total 
population Rural 

Urban 

Population Ti 
aged 7+ RlI: 

U, 

Literates 
aged 7+ 

Li.racy 
rate (%) 

Total 
RlIaI 
Urban 

Total 
Rur" 
Urban 

Persons .. 
197,263 
194,149 

3,114 

160,248 
157,577 

2,671 

50,110 
48,298 

1,812 

31.27 
30.65 
67.84 

1,825,203 
1,590,364 

234,839 

1,460,525 
1,270,039 

190,486 

359,068 
279,08. 

79,987 

24.58 
21.97 
41.99 

261,475 
256,485 

4,990 

213,140 
208,947 

4,193 

80,767 
n,741 
3,026 

37.89 
37.21 
72.17 

Males 
5 

99,727 
97,927 

1,800 

80,875 
79,302 

1,573 

37,990 
36,770 

1,220 

46.97 
46.37 
77.56 

926,235 
805,691 
120,544 

742,517 
644,333 
98,184 

272,200 
218,305 

53,895 

36.66 
33.88 
54.89 

131,243 
128,675 

2,568 

107,056 
104,929 

2,127 

47,987 
4fJ,386 

1,601 

44.82 
44.21 
75.27 

Females 
6 

97,536 
96,222 

1,31. 

79,373 
78,275 

1,098 

12,120 
11,528 

592 

15.27 
14.73 
53.92 

898,968 
784,673 
114,295 

718,008 
625,706 

92,302 

86,868 
60,776 
26,092 

12.10 
9.71 

28.27 

130,232 
127,810 

2,422 

106,084 
104,018 

2,066 

32,780 
31,355 

1,425 

30.90 
30.14 
68.97· 
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APfMl'dIx Taa. 4 
Sch.duled TrlbH: Population, population ag_ 7 and over and ".,. ... aged 
7 and oWr by •• x and rural-urban r.aid.ne. tor s .... and Union Territor .... 
1.1 - con,'d 

IndialStatelUnion Territory Parsons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 ~. ti 

9 Madhya Total Total 11,987,031 6,003,304 5,983,727 
Pradesh poputation RwBl 11,552,881 5,n2,973 5,n9,908 

Urban 434,150 230,331 203,819 

Population Total 9,561,891 4,798,520 4,763,371 
aged 7+ AliBI 9,211,131 4,610,125 4,601,006 

Urban 350,760 188,395 162,365 

Literates Total 1,256,127 1,048,522 207,605 
aged 7+ AlIai 1,138,689 960,929 177,760 

Urban 117,438 87,593 29,845 

Literacy Total 1314 21.85 4.36 
rate (0/0) AlIai 12.36 2084 3.86 

Urban 33.48 46.49 18.38 

, 0 Maharashtra Total Total 5,772,038 2,923,955 2,848,083 
populabon Allal 5,170.096 2.609,322 2,560,774 

Urban 601,942 314,633 287,309 

Population Total 4.650,649 2,363,785 2,286,864 
aged 7+ Aural 4,156.425 2,103,810 2,052,615 

Urban 494.224 259,975 234,249 

literates Total 1,259.243 930,053 329,190 
aged 7+ Aural 978,994 748,017 230,9n 

Urban 280,249 182,,036 98,213 

I 
Literacy Total 2708 39.35 14.39 
rate (%) Rural 23.55 35.56 11.25 

Urban 5670 7002 41.93 

11 Ma".pur Total Total 387,9n 196,455 191,522 
populabon Rural 342,811 173,481 169.330 

Urban 45,166 22.974 22.192 

Populabon Total 322,314 163,190 159,124 
aged 7+ Aural 285.584 144,538 141,046 

Urban 36,730 18,652 18,078 

I LIterates Total 151,4304 94,572 56,862 
aged 7+ AlIai 126,580 79,989 46,591 

Urban 24,854 14,583 10,271 

LIteracy Total 4698 57.95 35.73 
rate (%) RlIaI «32 55.34 33.03 

Urban 6767 78.18 56.81 
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Appendix Table .. 
Scheduled Tribe.: Population, population aged 7 and over and U.,at •• -ted 
7 and ov.r by au and Nral..urban ,..,dence for Stat •• and Union T.rrltor .... 
1081 - cont'd 

lndia'StatelUnion T emtory Persons MaJes Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

12. Meghalaya Total Total 1.076.345 537.635 538.710 
pop..ation Rural 942.734 472.954 469.780 

Urban 133,611 64.681 68,930 

Poputation Total 842.414 420,499 421.975 
aged 7+ Rural 135,120 368,902 366,218 

Urban 107.354 51,597 55,757 

Literates Total 331,366 179,871 151,495 
aged 1+ Rural 250,445 138.394 112,0$1 

Urban 80.921 41.4n 39,444 

Literacy Total 39.33 42.78 35.90 
rate (%) R\.wal 34.07 37.52 30.60 

Urban 15.38 80.39 70.74 

13. Mizoram Total Total 461.907 231,261 230,&16 
popUaIon Rural 353.436 117.296 116.140 

Urban 108,471 53.965 54,506 

Population T olal 364.338 182,281 182,051 
aged 7+ RLWaJ 2n,667 139.181 138,48& 

Urban 66.671 43.100 43,511 

Literates To&81 271,640 146.398 125,2"'2 
aged 7+ Rural 193.239 105.148 87 .... 91 

Urban 78,401 40.650 31,751 

Literacy Total 74.56 80.31 68.79 
rate (%) Rural 69.59 75.98 63.18 

Urban 90.46 94.32 86.64 

14. Nagaland Total Total 650.885 332.943 317.942 
pop.tion Rural 587.270 299.058 288,212 

Urban 63,615 33,tl85 29.730 

Population Total 536,685 275,662 261,023 
aged 7+ Rural 486,276 2"'8.3n 237,899 

Urban 50,409 27.285 23.124 

Liaratas Total 256,249 154.259 101.990 
aged 7+ RII. 215.187 130.939 84.848 

Urban 40.462 23.320 17.142 

Literacy Total 47.75 55.96 39.07 
rate (%) Rural 44.38 52.72 35.67 

Urban 80.27 85.47 74.13 
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AppendbcTab .. 4 
Scheduled TrlbH: Population, population apet 7 and over and U .. r ..... al~ 
7 ,net over by •• x and rural-urtNln r .... ne. for State. and Union Terrttor .. s, 'II' - t:ont'd 

IndialStatelUnion T arritory Parsons Males Females , ~ 3 _4_ -~ 6 

15. Orissa Total Total 5,915,067 2,939,863 2,~75,204 
population Rwal 5,642,376 2,799,714 2,842,602 

Urban 272,691 140,089 132,602 

Population Total 4,853,951 2,415,666 2,438,285 
aged 7+ Rwal 4,630,639 2,300,135 2,330,504 

Urban 223,312 115,531 107,781 

Literates Total 804,919 670,032 134,887 
aged 7+ RlI'aJ 738.298 620,777 117,521 

Urban 66,621 49.255 17,366 

Literacy Total 16.58 27.74 5.53 
rate (%) RlI'a1 15.94 26.99 5.04 

Urban 29.83 42.63 16.11 

16. Rajas1t'lan Total Total 4,183,124 2.150,767 2,032,357 
population RlI'aJ 4,027,168 2,063,410 1,963,758 

Urban 155,956 87,357 68,599 

Population TotaS 3,264,736 1,686,835 1,577,901 
aged 7+ Rural 3,138,927 1,614,928 1,523,999 

Urban 125,809 71,907 53,902 

Literates Total 421,030 397,997 23,033 
aged 7+ Rural 379,464 362,097 17,367 

Urban 41,566 35,900 5,666 

Literacy Total 12.90 23.59 1.46 
rate (0/0) Rural 12.09 22.42 1.14 

Urban 33.04 49.93 10.51 

17.Sikkim Total Total 73,623 38,211 35,412 
population Rural 62,621 32,387 30,234 

Urban 11,002 5,824 5,178 

Poputation Total 59,163 30,897 28,266 
aged 7. Rural 49,970 25,999 23,971 

Urban 9,193 4,898 4,295 

Literates Total 23,927 16,228 7,699 
aged 7+ Rural 17,929 12,612 5,317 

Urban 5,998 3,616 2,382 

literacy Total 40.44 52.52 27.24 
rate (%) RlI"al 35.88 48.51 22.18 

'-. Urban 65.25 73.83 55.46 
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AppendIxT .... 
Sc:MdWed TrI.,..: PopulatIOn. population .. 7 and over anell'.rat .. aged 
7 and over bV MX and rural .... ra.n reaiclence for ...... .net Union Terri ..... 
1881 - cont'd 

India'StatelUnion Territory Persons Males FemaIas 
I---

1 2 3 4 5 tf 

18.1amil Total Total 458.482 233,718 224,744 
Nadu popLUtion Rural 415,165 211,830 203,335 

Urban 43,297 21,_ 21,409 

Populalion Total 378,622 193,40t 185,221 
aged 7+ Rllal 342,996 175,305 167,691 

Urban 35.626 18.096 17.530 

Literates Total 75,052 51,707 23,345 
aged 7+ Rural 61,583 43,064 18,519 

Urban 13.469 8,643 4,826 

literacy Total 19.82 26.74 12.60 
rate (%) RlIaJ 17.95 24.57 11.04 

Urban 37.81 47.76 27.53 

19.Tripura Total Total 583,920 297,612 286,308 
population RlXai 576.252 293,471 282,781 

Urban 7,668 4,141 3,521 

Population Total 473,596 241,933 231.663 
aged 7+ AlIaJ 0467,054 238.371 228,683 

Urban 6.542 3,562 2,980 

Literates Total 132,261 98,191 34.070 
aged 7+ R16a1 126.401 94,800 31,601 

Urban 5,860 3.391 2,469 

Literacy Total 27.93 40.59 14.71 
rate (%) Rural 27.06 39.n 13.82 

Urban 89.58 95.20 82.85 

20. Uttar Total Total 232,705 121,506 111.199 
Pradesh population Ruraf 221,729 115,454 106.275 

Urban 10.976 6,052 4.924 

Popuiabon Total 183,604 97.271 86,333 
aged 7+ RlI'aI 174,471 92.161 82,310 

Urban 9,133 5,110 4.023 

literates Total 46,626 37,285 9,341 
aged 7+ Rwal 41~07 33,670 7,537 

Urban 5,419 3,615 1.804 

Lilaracy Total 25.39 38.33 10.82 
rate (C%.) Rural 23.62 36.53 9.18 

Urban 59.33 70.74 44.84 
'--
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AppendbrT ... 4 
Scheduled Tribes: PoputaUon. population apet 7 and 0'1" and Itwat .. 1tged 
7 and 0"., by sex and runll-urban r • .,dence tor State. and Union T.,rla .... 1., - cont'd 

IndialStatalUnion Territory Persons Males Females 
'-_ 1 Z .. ~. 4 b 6 

21.West Total Total 3,070.672 1,559,288 1,511,3&4 
Bengal population RtM'aI 2,955,220 1,497,333 1,457,887 

Urban 115,452 61,955 53,497 

Population Total 2,516,448 1,280,358 1,236,090 
aged 7+ RtM'aI 2,420,074 1,228,076 1,191,998 

Urban 96,374 52,282 44,092 

literates Total 397.241 324,502 72,739 
aged 7+ RtM'aI 368.368 304,924 63,444 

Urban 28,873 19,578 9,295 

literacy Total 15.79 25.34 5.68 
rate (%) RtM'aI 15.22 24.83 5.32 

Urban 29.96 37.45 21.08 
Union Territorl •• 

1. Andaman Total Total 22.361 11,586 10,775 
I & Nicobar population Rural 22,090 11,387 10,703 

Islands Urban 271 199 72 

Population Total 17,753 9,169 8,584 
aged 7+ Rural 17,516 8,988 8,530 

Urban 235 181 54 

literates Total 6.716 4.313 '2.403 
aged 7+ Rural 6,523 4,147 2,376 

Urban 193 166 27 

literacy Total 37.83 47.04 27.99 
(ate (%) Rural 37.24 46.14 27.85 

Urban 82.13 91.71 50.00 

2. Dadra & Total Total 61,714 40,486 41,228 
Nagar poputation Rural 78.928 39,064 39,864 
Haveli Urban 2,786 1,422 ',364 

Population Total 63.770 31.515 32.255 
aged 7+ Rural 61,562 30,395 31,187 

Urban 2,188 1,120 1,068 

Literates Total 13,109 9,921 3,188 
aged 7+ Rural 12.241 9,299 2,942 

Urban 868 622 246 

I' Li1I9racy Total 20.56 31.46 9.88 ,I 

II 
rate (%) Rural 19188 30.59 9.43 

Urban 39.67 55.54 23.03 
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Appendix Table 4 
!)cheduled Tribe.: Population, population aged 7 and oyer and Ii_rat •• aged 
rand oy.r by •• x and rural-urban r •• id.nc. for Stat •• and Union Territor .... 
I QSl - concl'd 

-
Indla/State/Unton T e!ntory Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 -

3 Daman & Total Total 10,031 5,138 4,893 
D,u Rural 7,871 4,013 3,858 

Urban 2.160 1,125 1,035 

Aged 7+ Total 7,872 3,993 3,879 
Rural 6,160 3,112 3,048 
Urban 1,712 881 831 

LIterates Total 2,508 1,641 867 
aged 7+ Rural 1,933 1,249 684 

Urban 575 392 183 

LIteracy Total 3186 41 10 22.35 
rate Rural 3138 40 13 2244 

Urban 3359 4449 22.02 

4 Laksha- Total Total 37,760 18,866 18,895 
dweep Rural 20,887 10,420 10,467 

Urban 16,873 8,445 8,428 

Aged 7+ Total 30,010 14,899 15,111 
Rural 16,446 8,157 8,~89 
Urban 13,564 6,742 6,822-

LIterates Total 19,923 11,873 8,050 
aged 7+ Rural 10,597 6,347 4,250 

Urban 9,326 5,526 3,800 

LIteracy Total 6639 7969 53 27 
rate Rural 6444 n81 51.27 

Ul'ban 6876 8196 55.70 
--

8-145 RG1/93. 
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Appendix Tab .. S 
Non-ScheduttMI Ca.teelScheduied Tribe.: POpulation, population aged 7 and 
over and m.rate. aged 7 and ov., by NX and rural-urban r • .,denc. rot Stat .. 
and Union T."'tor' •• , 1881 

1000IalStatelUnion Territory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

India Total Total 510,420,249 264,433,379 245,986,870 
(excludes populallon AlI'aI 372,468,326 190,971,476 181,496,850 
Assam) Urban 137,951,923 73,461,903 64,490,020 

POpulatIOn Total 416,821,867 216,651,582 200,170,285 
aged 7+ AlI'al 30 1,720 ,827 154,860,423 146,860,404 

Urban 115,101,040 61,791,159 53,309,881 

Literates Total 206,128,261 135.766,739 70,361,522 
aged 7+ AlI'al 125,041,861 86,664,367 38,377,494 

Urban 81,086,400 49,102,372 31,984,028 

literacy Total 49.45 62.67 35.15 
rate (%) AlWai 4144 55.96 2613 

Urban 7045 7947 60.00 

India Total Total 504,930,223 261,527,508 243,402,715 
(excludes poputatlon Aural 368,181,357 188,707,861 179,473,496 
Assam, and Urban 136,748,866 72,819,647 63,929,219 
Jammu & 
Kashmir) Population Total 412,383,041 214,280,941 198,102,100 

aged 7+ Aural 298,289,338 153,030,651 145,258,687 
Urban 114,093,703 61,250,290 52,843,413 

Literates Total 204,656,761 134,711,066 69,947,695 
aged 7+ Aural 124,119,571 85,951,512 38,168,059 

Urban 80,539,190 48,759,554 31,779,636 

Literacy Total 49.63 62.87 35.3~ 
rate (%) Aural 41 61 5617 2628 

Urban 7059 7961 60 14 
Stat •• 

1 Andhra Total Total 42,411,942 21,450,991 20,960,951 
Pradesh populalJon Rural 31,331,136 15,763,550 15,567,586 

Urban 11,080,806 5,687,441 5,393,365 

Population T olal 34,760,947 17,606,626 17,154,321 
aged 7+ Aural 25,601,161 12,885,282 12,715,879 

Urban 9,159,786 4,721,344 4,438,442 

literates Total 14,007,461 9,230,700 4,776,761 
aged 7+ Rural 8,203,398 5,692,746 2,510,652 

Urban 5,804,063 3,537,954 2,266,109 

Literacy Total 4030 52.43 27.85 
rate (%) Rlla! 3204 44.18 19.74 

Urban 63.36 74.94 51.06 
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Appendix T.bl. 5 
Non-Scheduled C .... lIScheduled Trlb •• : Popul.tlon, popul.tlon .g.d 7 .nd 
over and mer.te, aged 7 and over by ,ex and rur.l-urban ,eaid.nee 'or St.te. 
and Union Terrltori •• , 1881 - confd 

India/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
1 ? __L__ 4 5 6 

2. Arunachal Total Total 187,753 117,443 70,310 
Pradesh population Rural 157.361 98,217 59,144 

Urban 30,392 19,226 11,166 

Population Total 148,449 97.376 51,073 
aged 7+ Rural 123,544 80,920 42,624 

Urban 24,905 16,456 8,449 

literates Total 66,898 50,809 16,089 
aged 7+ Rural 50,537 39,244 11,293 

Urban 16,361 11,565 4,796 

Literacy Total 45.06 52.18 31.50 
rate(%) Rural 40.91 48.50 26.49 

Urban 65.69 70.28 56.76 

3. Bihar Total Total 53,961,499 27,856,582 26,104,917 
population Rural 46,464,751 23,747,792 22,716,959 

Urban 7,496,748 4,108,790 3,387,95B 

Population Total 42,850,337 22,234,683 20,615,654 
aged 7+ Rural 36,745,515 18,836,250 17,909,255 

Urban 6,104,822 3,398,433 2,706,389 

literates Total 15,809,049 11,703,970 4,105,079 
aged 7+ Rural 11,767,736 9,077,970 2,689,766 

Urban 4,041,313 2,626,000 1,415,313 

Literacy Total 36.89 52.64 19.91 
rate (%) Aural 32.02 48.19 15.02 

Urban 66.20 77.27 52.30 

4. Goa Total Total 986,440 499,236 487,204 
popUlation Aural 672,437 334,424 338,013 

Urban 314,003 164,812 149,191 

Population Total 840,148 424,729 415,419 
aged 7+ Rural 571,483 283,221 288,262 

Urban 

I 
268,665 141.508 127,157 

Literates Total 556,171 324,775 231,396 
aged 7+ Aural 354,539 207,844 146,695 

Urban 201,632 116,931 84,701 

U.racy Total 66.20 76.47 55.70 
r"'(%) Rw-.l 82.04 73.39 50.89 

lJIM1 75.05 ..12.63 66.61 

I 
I 

I 
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Appendix Tabla 5 
Non-Scheduled CastaalSchaduled Trlbas: Population, population agad 7 and 
over and literata, aged 7 and ovar by ,ax and rural-urban ra,ldenee for Stat., 
and Union Terrltorle., 1981 - cont'd 

InctialState/Union Terri~ . Persons Males Females 
___ L_~ __ _2____ 3= 1----- ~_ 4 5 6 

6 Gujarat Total Total 26,798,916 13,843,562 12,955,354 
population Rural 17,349,464 8,882,725 8,466,739 

Urban 9,449,452 4,960,837 4,488,615 

Population Total 22,069,450 11,401,321 10,668,129 
aged 7+ Rural 14,197,685 7,256,159 6,941,526 

Urban 7,871,765 4,145,162 3,726,603 

literates Total 12,642,410 7,994,323 4,648,087 
aged 7+ Rural 6,887,653 4,582,876 2,304,777 

Urban 5,754,757 3,411,447 2,343,310 

Literacy Total 57.28 70.12 43.57 
rate (%) Rural 48.51 63.16 33.20 

Urban 73.11 82.30 62.88 

6 Haryana Total Total 10,458,606 5,587,850 4,870,756 
population Rural 8,002,311 4,260,868 3,741,443 

Urban 2,456,295 1,326,982 1,129,313 

Pc :,ulation Total 8,465,325 4,541,620 3,923,705 
aged 7+ Rural 6,429,014 3,434,051 2,994,963 

Urban 2,036,311 1,107,569 928,742 

Literates Total 4,081,048 2,860,562 1,220,486 
aged 7+ Aural 2,624,586 1,973,204 651,382 

Urban 1,456,462 887,358 569,104 

Literacy Total 48.21 6299 31.11 
rate(%) Rural 40.B2 57.46 21.75 

Urban 71.52 80.12 61.28 

7 Himachal Total Total 3,029,597 1,532,215 1,497,382 
Pradesh populabon Rural 2,763,271 1,383,256 1,380,015 

Urban 266,326 148,959 117,367 

Population Total 2,468,356 1,247,399 1,220,957 

aged 7+ Rural 2,242,238 1,119,171 1,123,067 
Urban 226,118 128,228 97,890 

LIterates Total 1,404,992 873,412 531,580 

aged 7+ Rural 1,220,305 762,524 457,781 
Urban 184,687 110,888 73,799 

Literacy Total 56.92 70.02 43.54 
rate (%) Rural 54.42 68.13 40.76 

Urban 81.68 86.48 75.39 
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Appendix Table 5 
Non-Scheduled Ca.tellScheduled Tribe.: Population, population aged 7 and 
over and literate. aged 7 and over by ux and rural-urban residence for StatlS 
Ind Union Territories, 1881 - confd 

India/State/UnIOn T ern!<>ry Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 1--____ 4 __ 5 6 

8 Jammu & Tot~1 Total 5,490,026 2,905,871 2,584,155 
Kashmir populabon AlI'al 4,286,969 2,263,615 2,023,354 

Urban 1,203,057 642,256 560,~01 

PopulatIon Total 4,438,826 2,370,641 2,068,185 
aged 7+ Aural 3,431,489 1,829,772 1,601,717 

Urban 1,007,337 540,869 466,468 

literates Total 1,469,500 1,055,673 413,827 
aged 7+ Rural 922,290 712,855 209,435 

Urban 547,210 342,818 204,392 

literacy Total 3311 4453 20 01 
rate (%) Rural 2688 3896 1308 

Urban 5432 6338 4382 

9 Karnataka Total Total 29,715,158 15,152,979 14,562,179 
populabon Rural 20,447,013 10,334,436 10,112,577 

Urban 9,268,145 4,818,543 4,449,602 

PopulatIon Total 24,372,802 12,442,383 11,930,419 
aged 7+ Rural 16,668,622 8,419,280 8,249,342 

Urban 7,704,180 4,023,103 3,681,077 

LIterates Total 12,519,969 7,990,531 4,529,438 
aged 7+ Rural 7,125,536 4,804,327 2.321,209 

Urban 5,394,433 3,186,204 2,208,229 

lIteracy Total 51 37 6422 3797 
rate (%) Rural 4275 5706 2814 

Urban 7002 7920 5999 

10 Kerala Total Total 22,642,823 11 135,650 11,507,173 
populabon Aural 18,185,909 8,931,230 9,254,679 

Urban 4,456,914 2,204.420 2,252,494 

PopulatIon Total 19.164,616 9,369,424 9,795,192 
aged 7+ Allal 15,341,273 7,488,614 7.852,659 

Urban 3,823,343 1,880,810 ,,942,533 

lIterates Total 16,084,356 8,425,454 7,658,902 
aged 7+ Aural 12,727,364 6,681,095 6,046,269 

Urban 3,356,992 1,744,359 1,612,633 

literacy Total 8393 8992 7819 
rate (%) Rwal 8296 8922 noo 

Utban 87.80 9275 83.02 
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Appendix Tab .. , 
Non-SCMduied Ca •• alScMduied Tribe.: Population, population aged 7 and 
over and Iltera.1 eged 7 and over by .. x and rural-urban ,.aldene. for Stet •• 
and Union T.rrltor'." 1881 - confd 

India/State/Union Territory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

11 Madhya Total Total 32,833,280 17,074,742 15,758,538 
Pradesh populabon Rural 23,999,363 12,.378,992 11,620,371 

Urban 8,833,917 (,695,750 4,138,167 

PopulatIOn Total 26,349,438 13,783,736 12,565,702 
aged 7+ Rural 19,104,017 9,891,209 9,212,808 

Urban 7,245,421 3,892.527 3,352,894 

literates Total 11,668,434 8,283,649 3.384,785 
aged 7+ Rural 6,656,257 5.160.187 1,496.070 

Urban 5.012.177 3.123.462 1,888,715 

literacy Total 44.28 60.10 26.94 
rate (%) Rural 34.84 52.17 16.24 

Urban 69.18 80.24 56.33 

12 Maharashtra Total Total 52,532,370 27,192,073 25,340,297 
populabon Rural 32,554,543 16.362,005 16.192,538 

Urban 19,977.827 10,830.068 9,147.759 

PopulatIOn Total 43,538.223 22.579.&46 20.958,677 
aged 7+ Rural 26.755,641 13,387.403 13.368.238 

Urban 16.782.582 9.192,143 7.590,439 

Literates Total 26,133,971 16,654,139 9,479,832 
aged 7+ Rural 13,373.157 8.925.441 4.447,716 

Urban 12.760.814 7,728.698 5.032,116 

LIteracy Total 60.03 73.76 45.23 
rate(%) Rural 49.98 66.67 33.27 

Urban 76.04 84.08 66.30 

13 Manlpur Total Total 1,015.223 515.476 499,747 
populabon Rural 687,887 349.316 338.571 

Urban 327,336 166,160 161,176 

PopulatIOn Total 814.826 414,765 400,061 
aged 7+ Rural 550,969 280,645 270.324 

Urban 263,857 134,120 129,737 

LIterates Total 414.462 277,167 137,295 
aged 7+ Rural 250,849 173,794 n,oss 

Urban 163,613 103,373 60,2040 

literacy Total SO.87 66.83 34.32 
rate (%) Rllal 45.53 61.93 28.50 

Urban 62.01 n.08 46.43 
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Appendix Table 5 
Non-Scheduled C .... alScheduled Tribe.: Population, population aged 7 .nd 
ov.r and lltarate. a,ed 7 and over by ... and rural-urban re .. dance 'or State. 
anet Union Territorl •• , 1.1 - cont'd 

IndtalStatelUnion T erntory Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

14 Meghalaya Total Total 253,982 143,007 110,975 
populabon Rural 148,802 82,411 66,391 

Urban 105,180 60,596 44,584 

PopulatIon Total 207,763 119,526 88,237 
aged 7+ Rural 118,670 67,125 51,545 

Urban 89,093 52,401 36,692 

lIterates Total 110,730 72,217 38,513 
aged 7+ Rural 43,314 29,863 13,451 

Urban 67,416 42.354 25,062 

LIteracy Total 5330 0042 4365 
rate(%) Rural 3650 44 49 26 10 

Urban 7567 8083 6830 

15 M,zoram Total Total 31.715 25,858 5,857 
population Rural 18.410 15.488 2,922 

Urban 13,305 10.370 2,935 

Population Total 28.257 23,977 4.280 
aged 7+ Rural 16,461 14,448 2.013 

Urban 11,796 9.529 2,267 

Literates Total 19.884 17,283 2,601 
aged 7+ Rural 10.196 9,285 911 

Urban 9.688 7.998 1.690 

LIteracy Total 7037 72 08 6077 
rate(%) Rural 6194 64 26 4526 

Urban 8213 8393 7455 

16 Nagaland Total Total 124.045 82,967 41.078 
population Rural 67,426 45.641 21,785 

Umap 56.619 37.326 19.293 

Population Total 103.191 72.299 30.892 
aged 7+ Rural 55.895 39.710 16.185 

Urban 47.296 32.589 14.707 

lIterates Total 65,467 49.567 15.900 
aged 7+ 

A"aI I 

31.551 25,059 6.492 
Urban 33.916 24.508 9,408 

literacy Total 6344 6856 5147 
rate (%) Rural I 5645 63 11 4011 

Urban 7171 7520 6397 
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Appendix Table 5 
Non-Scheduled Ca.tellSchedufed Trlb •• : Population, population aged 7 and 
over and literates aged 7 and oyer by •• x and rural-urban r •• ,d.nc. for Stat •• 
and Union Terrltorl •• , 1981 - confd 

- - -, 
.lndi~Stat9/Union Terri~_. __ Persons Males Females 

__ 1 _~ _____ 2_ 3 4 5 6 

I 7. Orissa Total Total 16,589,661 8,425,852 8,163,809 
population Rural 14,115,413 7,078,804 7.036,609 

Urban 2,474.248 1,347,048 1,127,200 

Population Total 13,607,495 6,922,420 6,685,075 
aged 7+ Rural 11,563,459 5,793,636 5,769,623 

Urban 2,044,036 1,128,784 915,252 

Literates Total 7,209,769 4,829,129 2,380,640 
aged 7+ Rural 5,718,794 3,889,293 1,829,501 

Urban 1,490,975 939,836 551,139 

Literacy Total 52.98 69.76 35.61 
rate (%) Rural 49.46 67.13 31.71 

Urban 72.94 83.26 60.22 

18. Punja~ Total Total 12,277,212 6,521,307 5,755,905 
population Rural 8,474.186 4,483,697 3,991,089 

Urban 3,802,426 2,037,610 1,764,816 

Population Total 10,271,751 5,471,126 4,800,625 
aged 7+ Rural 7,095,403 3,762,278 3,333,125 

Urban 3,176,348 1,708,848 1,467,500 

literates Total 5,642,270 3,390,003 2,252,267 
aged 7+ Rural 3,373,625 2,078,347 1,295,278 

Urban 2,268,645 1,311,656 956,989 

Literacy Total 54.93 6~.96 48.92 
rate (%) Rural 47.55 55.24 38.86 

Urban 71.42 76.76 65.21 

19. Rajasthan Total Total 24,239,859 12,651,012 11,588,847 
population Rural 18,233,682 9,451,880 8,781,802 

Urban 6,006,177 3,199,132 2,807,045 

Population Total 19,332,310 10,143,000 9,189,310 
aged 7+ Rural 14,444,817 7,513,256 6,931,561 

Urban 4,887,493 2,629,744 2,257,749 

Literates Total 6,960,664 5,241,524 1,719,140 
aged 7+ Rural 3,886,150 3,234,295 651,855 

Urban 3,074,514 2,007,229 1,067,285 

Literacy Total 36.01 , 51.68 18.71 
rate (%) Rural 26.90 43.05 9.40 

Urban 62.91 76.33 47.27 



114 LI18racy Trends In the 1980s in India 

AppendtxT .... 
Non-Scheduled Ca.teWScheduied Tribe.: Population. population agad 7 .nd 
over and liter .... aged 7 and over by .ex and Nr.l-urtMIn raaldence for S .. t •• 
and Union Terrltorie., 1.1 - cont'd 

- -
IndialState/Union Territory Persons Males Females 

r- 1 ___ 2 3 4 5 6 

2O.Sikklm Total Total 224,481 124,611 99,810 
population Rural 188,315 102,432 85,883 

Urban 36,166 22,239 13,927 

Population Total 180,666 102,485 78,181 
aged 7+ Rural 1SO,733 83,393 67,340 

Urban 29,933 19,092 10,841 

literates Total 76,804 55,164 21,640 
aged 7+ Rural 57,204 41,709 15,495 

Urban 19,600 13,455 6,145 

Literacy Total 42.51 53.83 27.68 
rate (%) Rural 37.95 SO.01 23.01 

Urban 65.48 70.47 56.68 

21 Tamil Total Total 40,522,217 20,490,089 20,032,128 
Nadu populabon Rural 26,180,972 13,155,780 13,025,192 

Urban 14,341,245 7,334,309 7,006,936 

Population Total 34,201,545 17,273,025 16,928,520 
aged 7+ Rural 22,010,295 11,026,410 10,983,885 

I Urban 12,191,2SO 6,246,615 5,944,635 

Literates Total 19,964,308 12,483,166 7,481,142 
aged 7+ Rural 10,756,754 7,126,045 3,630,709 

Urban 9,207,554 5,357,121 3,850,433 

LIteracy Total 58.37 72.27 44.19 
rate (%) Rural 48.87 64.63 33.05 

Urban 75.53 85.76 64.77 

22. Tnpura Total Total 1,158,754 597,438 561,316 
populabon Rural 960,406 496,385 464,021 

Urban 198,348 101,053 97,295 

PopulatIOn Total 968,590 SOO,964 467,626 
aged 7+ RlKal 796,051 412,884 383,167 

Urban 172,539 88,080 84,459 

LIterates Total 613,955 369,790 244,165 
aged 7+ Rtxal 466,180 288,568 177,612 

Urban 147,775 81,222 66,553 

Literacy Total 63.39 73.82 52.21 
rate (%) Rtxal 58.56 69.89 46.35 

Urban 85.65 92.21 78.80 
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Appendix T.ble S 
Non-Scheduled C ..... -'Scheduled Trib •• : Population. population aged 7 and 
ove, and lite' .... aged 7 and over by HX .nd rural-urban , .. Idenc. for St.t .. 
and Union T."ltori •• , 1081 - cont'd 

India/State/Union T erritorv Persons Males Females - 1 2 3 4 5 6 

23. uttar Total Total 87,175,969 46,300,449 40,875,520 
Pradesh population R .. aI 69,740,838 36,858,799 32,882,039 

Urban 17,435,131 9,441,650 7,993,481 

Population Total 69,539,464 37,177,944 32,361,520 
aged 7+ R .. aI 55,382,153 29,416,570 25,965,583 

Urban 14,157,311 7,761,374 6,395,937 

Literates Total 25,972,299 19,318,435 6,653,864 
aged 7+ Rural 17,765,216 14,071,071 3,694,145 

Urban 8,207,083 5,247,364 2,959,719 

Literacy Total 37.35 51.96 20.56 
rate(%) Rural 32.08 47.83 14.23 

Urban 57.97 67.61 46.27 

24. West Total Total 39,509,207 20,769,818 18,139,389 
Bengal population Rural 26,666,870 13,693,946 12,972,924 

Urban 12,842,337 7,075,872 5,766,465 

Population Total 32,888,032 17,430,240 15,451,792 
aged 1+ Rural 21,702,882 11,199,464 10,503,398 

Urban 11,185,150 6,230,756 4,954,394 

Literates Total 18,664,153 11,816,621 6,847,532 
aged 7+ Rural 10,380,946 6,821,233 3,559,713 

Urban 8,263,207 4,995,388 3,287,819 

Literacy Total 56.75 67.79 44.30 
rate(%) Rural 47.83 60.91 33.89 

Urban 74.06 80.17 66.36 
Union T.rrltorl •• 

1. Andaman Total Total 166,380 95,675 70,705 

& Nicobar population Rural 117,017 67,014 50,003 

Islands Urban 49,363 28,661 20,702 

Population Total 131,949 78,351 53.598 
aged 7+ Rural 9',408 54,054 . 37,354 

Urban 40,541 24,297 . "6.2<44 

Literates Total 87,875 57,202 30,673 
aged 7+ Rural 56,788 37,331 19,457 

Urban 31.087 19,871 11,216 

literacy Total 66.60 73.01 57.23 
rate ('Yo) Rural 62.13 69.06 52.09 

Urban 76.68 81.78 89.05 
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Appendix T.b" I 
Non-Scheduled Ca."elScheduled Trlb •• : Popul.tlon, population atH 7 and 
ov.r and .... r ..... g~ 7 and over by •• x and rural-urban r •• ld.nce tor Stat •• 
and Union Terri tori •• , 1881 - cont'd 

- Indl8lStatelUnion Territory Persons Males Females 
_ _1_ _ _ ___2._ 3 - -- 4 5 6 

2 q,and'garh Total Total 387,989 219,185 168,804 
population RlI'al 21,956 13,225 8,731 

Urban 366,033 205.960 160.073 

PopulatIon Total 325.022 186,195 138,827 
aged 7+ Rural 18,044 11.117 6.927 

Urban 306,978 175,078 131,900 

Literates Total 258,133 153,757 104,376 
aged 7+ Rural 10,442 7,265 3,177 

Urban 247,691 146,492 101,199 

Literacy Total 79.42 8258 75.18 
rate (%) Rural 57.87 65.35 45.86 

Urban 80.69 8367 76.72 

3 Dadra & Total Total 19,921 11,072 8,849 
Nagar populabon Rural 16,016 8,939 7,077 
Haveh Urban 3,905 2,133 1,772 

Populatton Total 16,403 9,299 7.104 
aged 7+ Rural 13,191 7,511 5,680 

Urban 3,212 1,788 1,424 

LIterates Total 12,627 8,081 4,546 
aged 7+ Rural 9,923 6,477 3,446 

Urban 2,704 1,604 1,100 

L.teracy Total 76.98 86.90 63 99 
rate (%) Rural 75.23 86.23 60.67 

Urban 8418 8971 7725 

4 Daman& Total Total 66.137 31,915 34,222 
D,u populabon Rural 40,177 19,474 20.703 

Urban 25,960 12,441 13,519 

Population Total 53,062 25,334 27,728 
aged 7+ Rural 31,392 15,028 16,364 

Urban 21,670 10,306 11,364 

LIterates Total ~,851 20,101 13,750 
aged 7+ RlI'al 16,766 10,787 5,979 

Urban 17,085 9,314 7,771 

Literacy Total 63.80 79.34 49.59 
rate (%) Rural 53.41 71.78 36.54 

Urban 7~84 90.37 68.38 
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Appendix Table 5 
Non-Scheduled CastellScheduled Tribes: Population, population aged 7 and 
over and literates aged 7 and over by aex and rural-urban re.idence for State. 
and Union Terrltorl •• , 1881 - coneI'd 

Indla/State/Unton T ernt()fy Persons Males Females -
.--- -' --______g__ 3 4 ~ __§_ 

5 Deihl Total Total 5,098,763 2,821,531 2,277,232 
population Rural 348,194 192,747 155,447 

Urban 4,750,569 2,628,784 2,121,785 

Population Total 4,258,336 2,386,972 1,871,364 
aged 7+ Rural 279,211 156,755 122,456 

Urban 3,979,125 2,230,217 1,748,908 

LIterates Total 3,276,656 1,983,349 1,293,307 
aged 7+ Aural 174,604 120,323 54,481 

Urban 3,101,852 1,863,026 1,238,826 

LIteracy Total 7695 8309 69 11 
rate (%) Rural 6261 7676 4449 

Urban 77 95 8354 7083 

6 Laksha- Total Total 2,489 1,512 977 
dweep population Rural 733 467 266 

Urban 1,756 1,045 711 

PopulatIon Total 2,143 1,355 788 
aged 7+ Rural 627 410 217 

Urban 1,516 945 571 

LIterates Total 2,077 1,331 746 
aged 7+ Rural 581 394 187 

Urban 1,496 937 559 

LIteracy Total 9692 9823 94 67 
rate(%} Rural 9266 9610 8618 

Urban 9868 99 15 9790 

7 Pondlcherry Total Total 507,835 255,351 252,484 
population Rural 225,898 113,921 111,977 

Urban 281,937 141,430 140.507 

Population Total 424,145 212J821 211,324 
aged 7+ Rural 187,484 94,377 93,107 

Urban 236,661 118,444 118,217 

literates Total 298,018 174,855 123,163 
aged 7+ Rural 118,420 72,915 45,505 

Urban 179,598 101,940 77,658 

Literacy Total 7026 8216 5828 
rate (%) Rural 6316 n.26 48.87 

Urban 76.89 8607 _65,69 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent 01 hoUMhoida with no Ht,,"e member by runl­
urban ,..Idence lor Scheduled C ...... Scheduled Tribes. and Non­
Scheduled C.tMlScheduled TnbM. lor Stat .. and Union Terrltorlu, 
1811 

Household Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST ---

1 2 3 4 5 

India (exclud .. Assam) 
Total 

Total 119,446,891 19,581,528 9,611,920 90,253,443 
No literate 39,365,325 9,696,221 5,646,349 24,022,755 
Per cent 32.96 49.52 58.74 26.62 

Rural 
Total 90,578,061 16,515,908 8,983,376 65,078,m 
No literate 34,851,910 8,730,046 5,415,329 20,706,535 
Per cent 38.48 52.86 60.28 31.82 

Urban 
Total 28,868,830 3,065,620 628,544 25,174,666 
No literate 4,513,415 966,175 231,020 3,316,220 
Per cent 15.63 31.52 36.75 13.17 

India (excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir) 
Total 

Total 118,507,228 19,499,272 9,611,920 89,396,036 
No literate 39,016,361 9,663,050 5,646,349 23,706,962 
Per cent 32.92 49.56 58.74 26.52 

Rural 
Total 89,836,174 16,443,285 8,983,376 64,409,503 

No literate 34,541,287 8,699,793 5,415,329 20,426,165 
Per cent 38.45 52.91 60.28 31.71 

Urban 
Total 28,671,054 3,055,987 628,544 24,986,523 
No literate 4,475,074 963,257 231,020 3,280,797 

Per cent 15.61 31.52 36.75 13.13 
Stat •• 

1. Andhrl Pradesh 
Total 

Total 10,899,625 1,691,720 646,390 8,561,515 

No literate 4,839,760 1,014,020 511,410 3,314,330 

Per cent 44.40 59.94 79.12 38.71 

Rural 
Tota' 8,449,290 1,452,810 60',960 6,394,520 

No literate 4,317,665 929,225 484,080 2,904,360 

Per cent 51.10 63.96 80.42 45.42 

Urban 
Total 2,450,335 1 238,910 44,430 2,166,995 

No Hterale 522,095 84,795 27,330 409,970 

Percent 21.31 35.49 61.51 18.92 

9-145 RGI/93. 
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Append'. T",1 
Number and per cent of houaehokk with no Iltefate member by rura&­
urban .... ctence for Scheduled eat •• Scheduled TrIbM. and NOft­
Scheduled CatMlSchecluled T ..... for Stat. and Un&on T.,rttoriea. 
1181 - cont'd 

Househokt Total Scheduled Scheduled Hon-
Caste Tnbe SC/sT 

1 2 3 4 5 -
2. Arunachal PradaM 

Total 
Total 124,760 600 81,051 43,109 
No literate 65,017 190 50,442 14,385 
Per cent 52 11 3167 6223 3337 

Rural 
Total 114,990 402 79,031 35,557 
No literate 63,143 122 49,951 13,070 
Per cent 5491 3035 6320 3676 

Urban 
Total 9,770 198 2,020 7,552 
No literate 1,874 68 491 1,315 
Per cent 1918 3434 2431 17 41 

3. Bihar 
Total 

Total 11,551,975 1,835,275 1,091,965 8,624,735 
Nohterate 5,193,000 1,265,770 620,295 3,306,935 
Per cent 4495 6897 5681 3834 

Rural 
Total 10,123,380 1,678,720 1,023,975 7,420,685 
No literate 4,908,165 1,191,085 595,735 3,121,345 
Per cent 4848 7095 5818 4206 

Urban 
Total 1,428,595 156,555 67,990 1,204,050 
No literate 284,835 74,68£ 24,560 185,590 
Per cent 1994 4771 3612 1541 

4. Goa 
Total 

Total 195,981 4,156 147 191,678 
No literate 31,094 1,395 62 29,637 
Per cent 1587 3357 4218 1546 

Rural 
Total 132,549 2,513 75 129,961 

I No htarale 22,739 851 30 21,858 
Per cent 1716 3386 4000 1682 

Urban 
Total 63,432 1,643 72 6',717 
No '''erate 8,355 544 32 7,719 
Percent 1317 33 11 4444 1260 
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Appendix Tabl. 7 
Number and per cent of houMhoida with no Ilterat. member by rural­
urban ..... dence for Scheduled Ca ••• , Scheduled Trlbea, and Non­
Scheduled CaatMlSchedulecl Tribe&, for stat .. and Union T.rrlton... 
1181 - cont'd 

Household Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST 

1 2 3 4 5 ----- -

5. GuJarat 
Total 

Total 5,936,485 434,265 837,265 4,664,955 
No literate 1,391,815 95,430 394,120 902,265 
Per cent 2345 2198 4707 1934 

Rural 
Total 4,040,640 297,705 770,950 2,971,985 
No lIterate 1,153,025 77,050 367,770 708,205 
Per cent 2854 2588 4770 23.83 

Urban 

I 
Total 1,895,845 136,560 66,315 1,692,970 
No literate 238,790 18,380 26,350 194,060 
Per cent -+- 1260 1346 3973 1146 ----

6. Haryana 
Total 

Total 1,995,155 408,810 - 1,586,345 
No literate 469,925 174,510 295,415 
Per cent 2355 4269 · 1862 

Rural 
Total 

I 
1,485,780 343,825 - 1,141,955 

No literate 398,765 151,880 · 246,885 
Per cent 2664 4417 - 2162 

Urban 
Total 509,375 64,985 · 444,390 
No literate 71,160 22,630 - 48,530 

Per cent 1397 3482 - 1092 

7. Himachal Prad.sh 
Total 

Total 783,561 193,229 36,635 553,697 

No lIterate 160,659 59,917 12,918 87,824 

Per cent 2050 31 01 3526 15.86 

Rural 
Total 705,878 180,818 35,662 489,398 

No Itterate 153,001 57,676 12,782 82,543 

Per cent 2168 3190 3584 1687 

Urban l Total 
77,683 12,411 973 64,299 

No literate 1,658 2,241 136 5,281 

Per cent 986 1806 1398 8.21 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of hoUMholda with no IIt.rat. m.mbar by rural-
urban ..... denc. for Scheduled Ca .... , Scheduled Tribes, and Non-
Scheduled caat88lScheduied Tribes, for Stat .. and Union T .rrlton •• , 
1881 - cont'd 

~4 __ 

-- -r atal -"=--Scheduled Household Scheduled Non--
Caste Tribe SCtST ----------t--- ---- -----

3 4 5 1--___ ' ___ 2 t---------

8. Jammu & Kashmir 
Total 

Total 939,663 82,256 857,407 
No literate 348,964 33,171 315,793 
Per cent 37_14 40_33 36.83 

~ural 
Total 741,887 72,623 669,264 
No literate 310,623 30,253 280,370 
Percent 41.87 41.66 41.89 

Urban 
Total 197,776 9,633 188,143 
No literate 38,341 2.918 35,423 

I- _f!!: cent __ 19.39 30.29 --.----- 18.83 t-----------

8. Karnataka 
Total 

Total 6,398,050 1,006,390 316,675 5,074,985 
No fiterate 1,902,215 510,465 159,065 1,232,685 
Per cent 29.73 50.72 50.23 24.29 

Rural 
Total 4,554,810 799,195 276,425 3,479,190 
No literate 1,626,530 447,805 144,985 1,033,740 
Percent 35.71 56.03 52.45 29.71 

Urban 
Total 1,843,240 207,195 40,250 1,595,795 
No 6terate 275,685 62,660 14,080 198,945 
Per cent 14.96 30.24 34.98 12.47 

10. Kerala 
Total 

Total 4,425,640 466,400 50,755 3,908,485 
No literate 221,065 53,740 21,130 146,195 
Percent 5.00 11.52 41.63 3.74 

Aural 
Total 3,633,415 412,055 49,720 3,171,640 
No literate 198,630 50,120 20,990 127,520 
Per cent 5.47 12.16 42.22 4.02 

Urban 
Total 792,225 54,345 1,035 736,845 
No literate 22,435 3,620 140 18,675 
Per cent 2.83 6.66 13.53 2.53 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of households with no literate member by rural­
urban residence for Scheduled Cnt .. , Scheduled Trlbea, and Non­
Scheduled CaatnlScheduled Tribes, for Sta' .. and Union Territorl .. , 
1981 - cont'd 

Household Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST 

f---
1 2 3 4 5 _- - - -f--

11. Madhya Pradesh 
Total 

To&81 9,308,500 1,373,720 2,201,850 5,732,930 
No literate 3,837,560 697,350 1,485,070 1,655,140 
Per cent 4123 5076 6745 2887 

Aural 
Total 7,385,595 1,135,655 2,106,875 4,143,065 
Nohterate 3,517,120 625,145 1,440,605 1,451,370 
Per cent 4762 5505 6838 3503 

Urban 
Total 1,922,905 238,065 94,975 1,589,865 
No hterate 320,440 72,205 44,465 203,770 
Per cent 1666 3033 4682 1282 

12. Maharashtra 
Tota' 

Total 11,642,935 833,290 1,069,570 9,740,075 
No hterate 2,318,655 237,700 518,135 1,562,820 
Per cent 1991 2853 4844 1605 

Rural 
Total 7,492,340 580,565 957,805 5,953,970 
No hterate 1,910,740 188,260 492,705 1,229,775 
Per cent 2550 3243 5144 2065 

Urban 
Total 4,150,595 252,725 111,765 3,786,105 
No hterate 407,915 49,440 25,430 333,045 

_ Per ce~t 983 1956 2275 880 

13. Manipur 
Total 

Total 230.843 3,024 64,399 163,420 
No hterate 47,269 861 15,820 30,588 
Per cent 2048 2847 2457 1872 

Rural 
Total 171,369 2,547 56,938 111,884 
No lIterate 40,151 762 14,865 24,524 
Per cent 2343 2992 2611 2192 

Urban 
Total 59,474 477 7,461 51.536 
No literate 7,118 99 955 6,064 
Per cent 11 97 2075 1280 ".n 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of houHhoIda with no lIterale member by rural­
urban .... 'dance for ScMduled Cast •• Scheduled Ttl.,.., and Non­
Scheduled c..tMlScheduied Trlbea, 'or 81 .... and Union Terrltorl .. , 
1181 - cont'd 
- --
Household To&&l Scheduled Scheduled Non-

_-~_ _1 ______ = e------- Caste Tribe SCIST 

I- _ 2 3 4 5 

14. Meghalaya 
Total 

Total 256,087 1,113 202,936 52,038 
Notiterate 97,287 583 81,684 15,020 
Per cent 37.99 52.38 40.25 28.86 

Rural 
Total 209,133 641 119,067 30,025 
No literate 92,147 365 79.288 12,494 
Per cent 43.94 56.94 44.28 41.61 

Urban 
Total 46,354 472 23,869 22,013 
No literate 5,140 218 2,396 2,526 
Per cent ____ -- 11.09 46.19 10.04 -~ 

15. Mlzoram 
Total 

Total 81,276 24 76,266 4,986 
No literate 1,636 1 7,130 499 
Per cant 9.40 29.11 9.35 10.01 

Rural 
Total 60,809 16 58,220 2.573 
No literate 7.256 5 6,904 347 
Per cent 11.93 31.25 11.86 13.49 

Urban 
TotaJ 20.461 8 18.046 2.413 
No literate 380 2 226 152 
Per cent 1.86 25.00 1.25 6.30 

16. Nagaland 
Total 

Total 149,461 - 123.053 26,408 
No literate 38,834 - 33.493 5.341 
Per cent 25.98 - 27.22 20.22 

Rural 
Total 124.963 - 110,818 14,085 
No literate 36,3n - 32.702 3.675 
Per cent 29.11 - 29.49 26.09 

Urban 
Total 24,498 - 12.175 12,323 
No literate 2,457 - 791 1,666 
Per cent 10.03 . 6.50 13.52 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of househoIda with no Utarat. memb.r by ru.-. 
urban reelct.noe for Scheduled Cut .. , Scheduled Trlba, and Hem­
SCheduled castMlScheduled TrtbetI, for Stat .. and Union Ten1tortea, 
1.1 - confd 

Househofd Tota. Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST 

1 2 3 4 5 
1--' -----------

17.0rl ... 
Total 

Total 4,999,455 761,920 1,206,320 3,031,215 
No literate 1,761,345 342,415 754,125 664,805 
Per cent 35.23 44.94 62.51 21.93 

Rural 
Total 4,378,775 686,470 1,146,285 2,546,020 
No literate 1,636,045 312,320 723,005 600,720 
Per cent 37.36 45.50 63.07 23.59 

Urban 
Total 620,680 75,450 60,035 485,195 
No literate 125,300 30,095 31,120 64,065 
Per cent --f---- ._?j)~ ____ ~~.89 __ ~ ____ !~J_ 

18. Punjab 

(Total 
Tota\ 2,745,950 15G,SSO · 1,989,400 
No literate 679,545 329,020 - 350,525 
Per cent 24.75 43.49 17.62 

Rural 
Total 1,933,285 615,595 - 1,317,690 

No literate 546,570 276,425 - 270,145 
Per cent 28.27 44.90 20.50 

Urban 
Total 812,665 140,955 - 671,710 

No literate 132,975 52,595 · 80,380 
___ Per cent ___ __ 16.36 _. __ 37.31 · - 11.97 -. ---

I 19. Rajasthan I 

Total 
Total 5,813,895 1,036,455 727,fXX> 4,050,440 

No literate 2,445,640 580,490 466,405 1,398,945 

Per cent 42.07 56.01 64.15 34.54 

Rural 
Total 4,558,935 854,400 693,670 3,010,865 

No literate 2,207,515 515,655 452,570 1.239,290 

Per cent 48.42 60.35 65.24 41.16 

Urban 
Total 1,254,960 182.055 33,330 1,039,575 

No literate 238.125 64,835 13,835 159,455 

Per ceot 18.97 35.61 41.51 15.34 
---
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of houaeholda with no IIt.rat. member by rural· 
urban ..... dene» for Scheduled Cut .. , Scheduled trlbea. and Non-
Scheduled CaatnlScMduled Tribes. for Stat •• and Union Territor' •• , 
1881 - cont'd 

Household Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST -

----_!_ -----~ -_- 2 3 4 5 

20. Sikkim 
Total 

Total 59,793 3,271 13,682 42,840 
No literate 18,454 1,288 4,219 12,947 
Per cent 30.86 39.38 30.84 30.22 

Rural 
Total 49,127 2,575 11,496 35,056 
No literate 16,995 1.167 3,920 11,908 
Per cent 34.59 45.32 34.10 3397 

Urban 

To~1 j 10,666 696 2.186 7,784 
No literate 1,459 121 299 1,039 
Per £_~n_! ___ 13.68 17.39 1368 ___ 13.35 

~-----

21. Tamil Nadu 
Total 

Total 10,280,235 1,912,530 116,555 8,251,150 
No literate 2,547,700 774,820 71,175 1,701,705 
Per cent 24.78 40.51 61.07 20.62 

Rural 
Total 7,040,665 1,550,805 105,505 5,384,355 
No literate 2,186,195 685,250 66,345 1,434,600 
Per cent 31.05 44.19 62.88 26.64 

Urban 
Total 3,239,570 361,725 11,050 2,866,795 
No hterate 361,505 89,570 4,830 267,105 

~~r c~~1 11 16 _ _ .~4.7§__ __ 43.71 -~ - ----- ---

22. Tripura 
Total 

Total 379,302 60,346 103,832 215,624 
No literate 104,750 19,880 47,617 37,253 
Per cent 2758 32.94 4586 17.28 

Rural 
Total 336,635 56,558 102,377 177,700 
No literate 102,096 19,055 47,593 35,448 
Per cent 3033 33.69 46.49 19.95 

Urban 
Total 43,167 3,788 1,455 37,924 I 

No literate 2,654 825 24 1,805 
~er~..l_ _. _ _ __ ~_ 6:.!§ __ ~_?_!Z!!_ _ __!:.§. __ 4.76 
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Appendix Tabl. 7 
Number and per cent of hoUtMhol. with 1\0 literate member by rural· 
urban ...... nce for Scheduled Cast •• , Scheduled Tribes, and Non. 
Scheduled CaslulSchedul.d Tribe., for Slat .. and Union T.rritorl •• , 
1981 - cont'd 

Total Scheduled Scheduled Non-
Caste Tribe SC/sT 

2 3 4 5 

23. Uttar Pradesh 
Total 

Total 19,008,860 4,312,835 31,025 14,665,000 
No literate 7,598,475 2,424,700 12,910 5,160,865 
Per cent 3997 56 22 4161 3519 

Rural 
Total 15,650,620 3,871,575 28,655 11,750,390 
No literate 6,767,185 2.246,525 12,410 4,508,250 
Per cent 4324 5803 4331 3837 

Urban 
Total 3,358240 441,260 2,370 2,914,610 
No hterate 831,290 178,175 500 652,615 
Per cent 2475 4038 21 10 ----~ --_-

II Total 
24. West Bengal 

II Total 9,728,975 2,156,945 589,650 6,982,380 
II No literate 3,031,515 1,0.1,980 369,320 1,650,215 

t Per can. 31 16 4692 6263 2363 
IRural 

1,883,675 566,255 4,558,670 ! Total 7,008,600 
II No literate 2591 285 911,050 356,680 1,323,555 

Ii Per cent 3697 4837 6299 2903 
I Urban 

2,720,375 273,270 23,395 2,423,710 1\ Total 
I No hterate 440,230 100,930 12,640 326,660 
II Per cent 1618 3693 5403 1348 - --U nionTerritories 

II 1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

\Ilotal 
40,644 2,883 37,761 II Total 

I No literate 6,754 864 5,890 
II Per cent 1662 2997 1560 
Ii Rural 
I Total 29,275 2,849 26,426 
I 

No hterate 5,530 863 4,667 

II Per cent 18A9 3029 1766 
Urban 

11,330 J Total 11,369 34 
No hterate 1,224 1 1223 

~en~ ___ .J. ____ 10_?} ___ 294 1079 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of houMhokla with no Ilterat. member by nnI­
urban .... lcIence for Scheduled Cat ... Scheduled Tribes, and Non­
Scheduled CaatealScheduled Tribes, tor Stat .. and Union Terrltorl ... 
1881 - cont'd 

Household 

Total 
Total 
No literate 
Per cent 

Aural 
Total 
No literate 
Per cent 

Urban 
Total 
No literate 

I Per cent 

IITO~~~I 
I No literate 
, Per cent 

I 
Aural 

Total 
I No literate 
I Per cent 

I 
Urban 

Total 
!; No literate 

Irercent 

I, 

II Total 

I 
Total 

I No literate 

I
: Per cent 

I Aural 
I Total 
)) No literate 
it Per cent 

iIU~:I 
; No literate 
': Per cent 

Total 

2 

100,511 
12,921 

12.86 

5,883 
1,196 
20.33 

94,628 
11,725 

12.39 

19,415 
8,417 
43.35 

18,109 
8,252 
45.57 

1,306 
165 

12.63 

14,455 
2,809 
19.43 

8,796 
2,261 
25.70 

5,659 
548 

9.68 

Scheduled 
Caste 

3 

2. Chandlgarh 

13,430 
4,130 
30.75 

1,374 
506 

36.83 

12,056 
3,624 
30.06 

Scheduled 
Tribe 

4 

3. Dadr. & Nagar Haveli 

430 14,340 
63 7,833 

14.65 54.62 

391 13,881 
60 7,715 

15.35 55.58 

39 459 
3 118 

7.69 25.71 

4. Daman & Diu 

569 1,814 
88 717 

15.47 39.53 

400 1,438 
59 583 

14.75 40.54 

169 376 
29 134 

17.16 35.64 

Non­
SelST 

5 

87,081 
8,791 
10.10 

4,509 
690 

15.30 

82,572 
8,101 

9.81 

4.645 
521 

11.22 

3.837 
477 

12.43 

808 
44 

5.45 

12,072 
2,004 
16.60 

6,958 
1,619 
23.27 

5,114 
385 

7.53 
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Appendix Table 7 
Number and per cent of houMhoida with no nt.at. member by rural­
urban residence for SCheduled Cast ... Scheduled Tribes. and Non­
Scheduled Caate.Scheduled TrlbM, for ..... and Union Terrltorlee, 
1881 - concl'd 

Househotd Total Scheduled Scheduted Non-
Caste Tribe SCIST 

r ____ 1 ____ ~--~2~------~3--------~4--------~5----~ 

Total 
Total 
No literate 
Per cent 

Rural 

1,212,493 
157,408 

12.98 

S. DeIhl 

211,790 
54,938 
25.94 

1,000,703 
102,470 

1024 

Total 71,918 18,602 .. 53.316 
No literate 12,104 5,796 .. 6,308 
Percent 16.83 31.16 .. 11.83 

Urban 
Total 1,140,575 193,188 .. 947,387 
No literate 145.304 49,142 .. 96,162 
Per cent 12.74 25.44 10.15 

r-- -----+- -~------ ----:::..::...:..--------___:~~ 

Total 

I 
Total 
No literate 
Per cent 

Rural 

I Total 
No literate 
Per cent 

Urban 

6,636 
392 

5.91 

3,611 
254 

7.03 

6. Lakahadw .. p 

5,862 
390 

6.65 

3,384 
253 
7.48 

774 
2 

0.26 

227 
1 

0.« 

T olal 3,025 - 2,478 547 

I 

No literate 138 - 137 1 
Per cent 4.56 - 5.53 0.18 ----- - ~.--~-=----.--------..:..:...:..::.--..----'-__fI 

i 7. Pondicherry 
II Total 
! Total 
1 No 'iterate 

I 
Per cent 

Rural 
1 Total 
II No literate I Per cent 

I~Nbwa. Uercent 

115,775 
18,445 
15.93 

L
i ~:= 

21.90 

59,376 
6,095 

_ 10.27 

20,185 
7,300 
36.17 

13,398 
5,574 
41.60 

6,787 
1,726 
25.43 

95,590 
11,145 

11.66 

43,001 
6,776 
15.76 

52,589 
4,369 
8.31 
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