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L'iTRODUCTORY NOTE 

-_"--'---~--""'--"_"""_----"'---------""_-I-

, FIGURES AT A GLANCE 
(Census ~f India 1971-Provisional Population Totals of, U.T., Chandigarb) 

'A. Population of U. T., Chandigarh " Total 256,979 
Males 146,921 
Females ,. 110,058 

B. Decennial Population Growth Rate 1961-71 +114'36 % 

c. Density of Population 2,254 per 
sq.km. 

D. Sex Ratio 749 Females 
per 1000 
males 

E. Proportion of Urban Population to Total Population 90,67 % 

F. Literacy Rate .. Total 61·24 % 
Males 66·56 % 
Females 54·13 % 

G. Work participation Rate (Le., proportion of Economically active Total 33·40 % 
Workers) Males 53066 % 

Femaks 6·35 % 
r-r~~~-----~~~~-~~~~--~~f-~~~ 

Tll0 figures presented in this booklet give some baSIC particulars of the population as olllst April, 1971 as 
recorded by the 1971 Census of India. These figures however are only the crude totals compiled from the abstracts 
furnished by the Census enumerators themselves from the Census records. The figures so compiled from the abo 
stracts collected from hundreds of enumerators are bound to have their own limitations and are thus purely provi· 
sional which can be confirmed ody afjer the (tnm schduks Me fully procefscd in a series (r a tabulaticn cffice. 
After the final tabulation, apart from providirg the primary emus data down to evelY viPrge ard em n:crators' 
block of a town, a series of cross Tabulations of the census data will be made to present the demogr&phic, social and 

I economic characteristics of the population in a meaningful way such as by sex, broad age groups, educational levels 
etc. It is our anxiety to make available to the Govcrhrr.ent and the people the provisional results of the 1971 
Census count as quickly as possible after the completion of enumeration which has impelled us to compile and present 
this booklet of provisional population figures. 
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1971-CENSUS 
(pROVISIONAL FIGURES) 

STATEMENT SHOWING TIlE RANKING OF S'rATES/UNION TERRITORIES I'N POPULATION SIZE 
~ 

Rank SlatC3 and Union Tttritorica in order of Pop\llation 
Perctntage 

totota! Rank 
in population size 1971 population 1961 
1971 orIndia 

2 4 

INOlA .. 546,955,945 100'00 

STATES 

1 Ullar Pradesh 88,299,453 16-14 

2 Bihar 56,381,296 10,31 2 

3 Maharashtra 50,295,081 9-20 

4 West Bengal 44,440,095 H2 

5 Andhra Pradesh 43,394.951 7093 

6 Madhya Pradesh 41,449,729 7'58 

7 Tamil Nadu 41,103,125 1'51 

8 Mysore 29,224,().j6 5,34 

9 Gujarat 26,660,929 4-87 9 

10 Rajasthan 25,724,142 4,70 10 

11 Orissa 21,934,827 4,01 11 

12 Kerala 21,280,397 3'89 12 

13 Assam 14,857,314 2'72 14 

14 Punjab 13,472,972 2046 13 

15 Haryana 9,971,165 1,82 15 

16 Jammu & Kashmir 4,615,176 0'84 16 

17 Delhi 4,044,338 0'74 18 

t 8 Himachal Pradesh 3.424.332 0'63 17 

19 Tripura 1,556,822 0'29 19 

20 Manipur 1,069,555 0,20 20 

21 Meghalaya 983,336 0'18 21 

22 Goa, Daman & Diu 857,180 0'16 22 

23 Nagaland 515,561 0-10 23 

24 Pondlcherry 471,347 0-09 24 

25 N,B.F.A, 444,744 0'08 2S 

26 Chandigarh 256,979 0'05 26 

27 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 1I5,090 0,02 27 

28 Dadra and Nagar Havcli 74,165 0'01 28 

29 L,M, & A, Islands 31,798 0'01 29 
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1911 ..... CENSUS 

(PROVISIONAL J!IGURES) 
DISTRIBUTION OF SEX RATIO, DBNSIfVAND aRowm R4TEOP POPULATION DY STATE/UNION TERRIToRy 
----------~--~-----------------------------------
Serial India/State/Union Territory Sex Ratio i.e., Females Density of population Decennial Growth fate 

No. per 1000 Males per sq. Km. of population 
-~-- ------- -~---

1961 1971 1961 1911 1951-61 1961-71 

2 4 
-~-------------...... -----..-------------------------

INDIA 941 932 138 182 +21'6~ +2q7 

STATES 

Andhra Pradesh 98J 977 13l m +15 '65 +20'60 

2 Assam 871 901 112 149 +35'06 tMI 

Bihar 994 955 268 324 +19'77 +21·38 

Gujaral 940 936 112 136 +26 '88 +29'21 

Haryana 868 875 I72 225 +33079 +31·36 

6 Himachal Pradesh \938 
\. 

974 51 62 +17087 +21-76 

Jammu &; Kashmir 8?B 882 +9-44 +29,60 

8 Rerala 1,022 1,019 435 548 tz4 '76 +25089 

Madhya Pradesh 953 941 74 93 +24017 +28 ·04 

10 Maharashtra 936 933 129 163 +23-60 +27,16 

II Mysore 9S9 960 123 152 +21 ,57 +23-90 

i2 Nagaland 933 872 22 31 +14'07 +39064 

13 Orrissa I,O(lJ 989 IJJ 141 +19'82 +24-99 

14 Punjab 8S4 873 221 268 t21 '56 +21 '00 , 

IS Rajasthan 908 914 S9 75 +26'20 +27'63 

16 Tamil Nadu 992 979 259 316 tl1'85 +22-01 

17 Uuar Pradesh 909 883 250 300 t16'66 +19·73 

18 West Bengal 878 892 394 507 +31'80 +27'24 

UNION TBRRITORIES 
AND OTHER AREAS 

I Andaman and Nicobar Islands· 617 644 14 +105"19 +81'11 

2 ChalllIigarh 652 749 1,052 2,254 ... 394'13 +114'36 

Padra and Nagar Haveli 963 1,007 117 151 +39 '16 +27 ·95 

<I Delhi 785 802 1,792 2,723 +52 '44 +52,12 

5 Goa, Daman and Diu 1,071 989 169 225 +5'14 +36 ·78 

6 L.M. and A, Islands 1,020 980 831 994 +14'61 +31'90 

7 Manlpur 1,015 984 35 48 +35 '04 +37'12 

8 Megbalaya 953 954 33 44 +25 ·97 +3z.D2 

9 N,E.F.A. 894 908 +32'14 

10 Pondicberry 1,013 990 787 982 +16'34 +27'71 

II Tripurn 932 940 107 149 +78'11 +36'32 

'Ext!udes Jawar and senttnai. .. .... 
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CHART SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE 

POPULATION SIZE OF THE RURAL & URBAN 

AREAS OF THE U. T. CHANOIGARH. 

(1971 ,CENSUS - PROVISIONAt ) 





CHART SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE 

POSITION OF EACH SEX DURING TH E 

1961 &; 1971 CENSUSES 
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Size And Distribution of populatiou.-The population of Union Territory, Chandigarh at the sunrise of 1st 
April, 1971, was 2,50,979 persons, Out of this 146,921 were males and 110,058 females. It constitutes 0.05 per cent 
of the alllndi:l total and oecupies 26th place in all India rankins in respect of population size. No change in 
its ranking has taken place since 1961. the combined population of the three Union Territories viz. Andaman and 
Nico~ar (115,090), Dadra and Nagar Haveli (74,165) and L.M. & A Islands (31,798) is smaller than that of 
Chandigarh. 

Growth Rate of populatio!1.-The growth of population in the Union Territory had been phenomenal as 
against a population of 119,881 in 1961 the population had been 256,979 persons in 1971. This works out to a growth 

r:
te of114,36 per cent for the decade 1961-71. Even though the growth rate during the decade, 1961-71 is lower than 
e growth rate in the decade 1951-61 for wbicb the rate was 394.13 per cent the rate is reported to be the highest for 

ny State/Union Territory in the country. The high rate is attributed to rapid growth of' Chandigarh town which is 
planned and growing town. Since the reorganisation of the State or Punjab on 1st November, 1966, the Union Territory 

has lUlde significant growth as Governments of Punjab and Haryana shifted some of their offices to Chandigarh from 
places like Simia, Patiala and lullundur. The development of Industries as also Chandigarh Cantonment in and 
around Union Territory has added (0 the large influx of service lUen and labour force with their families especially 
from the adjoining States of Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. 

Density orPopulation.-The Union TerritorY, Chandigarh records second highest density of population in the 
country. It has 2,254 persons per sq. Ian. as against 182 persons in India. The Union territory, Delhi with a 
density of 2,723 persons per sq. kin. is tbe only Union Territory which has reported more density. During the decade 
the density of population has shot up from 1,052 in 1961 to 2,254 in 1971. It is, therefore, apparent that the increase 
in density had been appreciable. The high density in Chandigarh is mainly due to the fact that more than nine-tenths 
of the population is concentrated in the urban areas nnd that the size of rural sector both in size of population and 
area is much smaller than the urban sector. 

. Sex Ratio.-As reported earlier out ot' a population of 256,979 persons there are 146,921 males and 110,058 
fe~ales. It could be observed from these figures that there is preponde! ancc of males over females. Jnl971 there were 
749 females against 932 females per 1,000 males ill India. It is thus clear that the sex ratio ill respect 
offemales is much lower in the Union Territory than in lndia. Howevcr, an improvement in sex fntio has taken place 
during the decade as against 652 females there are 749 females ~er 1 ,COO males. This improven:ent in the ralio offe­
males is due to better availability of housing and otl!Cr ftcili!ies in the Union Territory. A Dumter of allthori!cd 
and unauthorised larour colonies have sprung tip which now provide larger oPforlunities to the poorer 
section to live alongwith their families. 

Urban Populatillll and Total Population.-Out of ~ population of 256,979 persons 233,004 live in urban areas 
comprising the towns of Chandigarh and Mani Majra. The remaining popUlation ,of 23,975 persons however, live in the 
rural areas. In terms of percentages 90.67 percent population is recorded in the urban areas, whereas only 9.33 per cent 

~
s been recor.ded in the rural areas. It is thus clear that the proportion of rural population to urban population is 

yen less than one-tentll of the total population. The proportion of rural to urban popUlation had been adversely 
(l'¢cted during the decade as the percentage of rural population had dwindled from 17.20 percent in 1961 t09.33 per 

~ ntduring1971. In case of rural areas population growth rate had been 16.28 per cent as against 134.74 per cent in the 
urban areas. During tbe decade the Chandigarb lown bas gained some area from the rural area as number of new 
sectors h 1 W b~en developed south of Dakshin Marg. The growth rate in the rural areas is even lower than the normal 
growth rate. This is due to the loss of certain villages. Chandigarh has reported a population of 218,807 persons 

, whereas Mani Majra bas a population of 14,197 persons only, 

Literacy.-Io literacy Chandigarh runks first ill the country. Ont of a population of 256,979 there are 
157,369 literates, Tbe general literacy rate is 61.24 per cent which is much higher than all India figure of29.35 per cent. 
Th~ p~rC?ntase of literates among males is 66.56 whereas the corresponding figure for femalcs is 54.13 percent. 



20 

B3th tho male literacy and fenule literacy rates in the Union Territory are reported to be the highest for any State! 
Union Territory in India. During the decade, all improvement in geueralliteracy has taken place as 'against literacy rate 
of51.06percentin 1961 the rate is now61.24percent. The improvement in IiteracyissigniJicant when comared with 
corresponding all India figur~, which show increase in literacy rates from 24.03 per cent in 1961to 29.35 percent in 1971. 
The comparatively better literacy rates in the Union Territory are accounted by large number of Government servants, 
educational, medical and other Institutions. Moreover, its predominant urban character also is a potent factor for higher 
literacy rates. 

Work Participation Rate.-Out of a population of 2;56,979 there are 85,832 workers. Amongst the workers, 
there is preponderance of male workers as number of male and female workers reported is 78,841 and 6,991, respeG/ 
tively. The percentage of .female workes to total population comes to 6.35 whereas the corresponding pe';, 
centage for male workers is much higher i.e. 53.66, Approximately every third person in the Union Territory is . 
worker as percentage returned for workers to total population is 33.40. It is, however, alarming to note that even afte~ 
a period of[O years the percentage of workers to total population has gone down as the correspondiugfigures for 19~1, 
1971 censuses are 38,32 per cent and 33.40 pe(ccnt respectively, There is a likewise decline in the percertages for both 
mlles and females. Tile figures in Case of males declined from 59.11 per cent to 53,66 percent. The decline in case ,of 
femile workers had been from 6.41 per cent to 6.35 percent. The reason for general decline in case of work partici­
pation is due to the fact that additional housing and other facilities allured many a persons to bring their dependents to 
Chandigarh. 

As described earlier nine tenths of the population of Union Territory live in urban areas. Consequently 
most of the population is engaged in other than agriculture. 2.90 per cent persons are reported as cultivators whereas 
the percentage of agricultural labourers is only 1.56. It compares unfavourably with tbe workers engaged in 
other than agriculture for which a percentage of 95.54 has been reported. There had been all round decline in 
the percentage of Workers engaged as cultivators. The decrease in case of cultivators had been from 6,89 per cent in 
1961 to 2.90 per cent in 1971. The percentage of agricultural labourers has, however, recorded an increase from 0.9) in 
1961 to 1.56 in 1971. The lower percentage in case of workers enagaged in agriculture is generally due 10 the r{awn 
that rural area has decreased in 1971. 



PROVISIONAL 

POFULATION TABLES 
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1971 CENSUS 

(Prollsional Figures) 

TABLE I 

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION, SEX RATIO, GROWTH RArE AND DENSITY OF POPULATION BY 
DISTRICTS 

Population 1971 Sex Ratio, I.e., Female Densley of population per Decennhd Growth Rate 
Per 1,000 males sq.km. of Population 

--.~---

State/Dlstrict Persons Males Females 1961 1971 1961 1971 1951.1961 1961·1971 

10 

CHANDIGA RH U. T. 256,979 146,921 110,058 652 749 t,147 1,254 +394'13 + 114-36 

Chandigarh District 256.979 146,921 110,058 652 749 1,147 2,254 +394-13 +\14,36 

Nolt'.-The provisional figures reported to the Registrar General aud published in the All India Paper 1 of 1971 were subsequently 
revised. The revised figures have been given in this table, The figures earlier communicated were: 

Males • . 146,888 
Females . . 110,091 

TABLE II 

OECADAL VARIATION IN POPULATION SINCE 1901 

1971 CENSUS 

(Provisional Figures) 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Per~ntage Deotdal Variation In PopuladoD 

State/District 

[901-11 1911-21 1921-31 1931-41 1941-51 1951-61 1961-71 

4 6 

----~--..----------------
CH,\~I)IGIIRH u. r· 

~handigarh District 
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1971 CENSUS 

(Provisional Figures) 

TABLEIlJ 

RURAL AND URBAN COMPOSITION OF POPULATION 

Population 1971 Percentage ofUrban to 
1~tal P~pulatillD 

Decennial Cro~th Rate 1961;_11 

State/District 

Total Rural Urban 1961 \971 Total Rural Urban 

-------
4 

--_ _. -------~~~~----------

CHANDIGARH U. T. 256,r;9 23,975 233,()(I4 82'80 9fH7 +114'36 +16'28 +134'74 
\ 

Chandigarh District 256,979 23,~7S 233,004 82'80 \ 90,67 +114'36 +16'28 +134'74 



Total of each sizc/clals of TOWDS 
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TABLE IV 

POPULATION OF TOWNS 

Population 1971 Proportion of Popula­
tion In each size 

Clan to Tolal Urban 
POpnlatiOD 

Growth Rate 

1971 CENSUS 

(Prof isioaaJ Flg1ll'es) 

Sex Ratio 1971 

Persons Males Fernales 1961 1971 1951·61 1961.71 1961 1971 

--~--~---~---------~------------------~--~~--~-----------------

4 9 10 

. _____ .......--~ _______ ~ ........ ,----_:_------Ir----~--- ........ -----+-------------------_____ ~ __ ~ __ ~ 
ALL CLASSES-

(NO. OF TOWNS-2) .. 233,004 m,790 100,214 100 100 N.A. 134 '74 639 755 
\ 

A Total aass 1 
. (1(11),000+) 

(No. of Towns·1) 
, Town Chandigarh .. 218,807 124,977 93,830 89 ·99 93-91 N.A. 144·97 625 751 

B. Total Class 1I 
(50,000-99,999) 
(No. of towns.. .... ) 

C. Total Class III 
(20,000-49,999) 
(No. of towns ...... j 

D. Total Class IV 
(10,000-19,999) 
(No.oftowns-I) 14,197 7,813 6,384 10·01 6'09 N.A. 42'81 784 817 

E: Total Class V 
~5,OOO -9,999) 
(No. of towns ...... j 

F; Total Class VI 
(less than 5,000) 
(No of towns ....... ) 

Nott.-The Provisional figures reported to the!Registrar General and published in the All India Paper I of 1971 were subsequently 
revised. The revised ligures have been given in the table. The fi8llreS earlier communicated litft :-

Mates .. 124,944 
Females 93,863 
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TABLE V 1971 CENSUS 

(Provisional Figures) 

LITERACY 

Pereentage of Literates to Total Population 

State/District 
Total Population Literate Population 1971 1961 1971 

Persons Males Fel\13les Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

4 10 li 12 13 

CHANDIGARH U. T. '2S6,m 145.921 110.053 157,369 97,794 59,57S 51'06 56 '97 42.00 61'24 66 '56 54'l3 

Chandigarh District .. 256,979 146,921 110.058 157,369 97,794 59,575 51 ·06 56 ·97 42'00 61'24 66 '56 54-l3 

Nate.-The provisional figures reported to the Regi,trJr General and published in the All India Paper 1 of 1971 were subsequently revised. 
The revised figures have been given in this table. The figures earlier Communicated were:-
Male: 146,888 Literate Males: 97,738 
Females: 110,091 Literate Females: 59,631 
Percentage of literate to total pop~lation: 

Males: 66.54 
females; 54.17 

TABLE VI 

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY WORKERS 

Persons 101a1 
Males Population 

State/District 

Females 

CHANDIGARH V.I. P ZS6~79 

M 146,921 

F 110,058 

Chandigarh District P 256,979 

M 146,921 

F 110,058 

1971 CENSUS 

(Pwvisional Figures) 

Pmentage of workers to tolll 
population 

Workers 

1961 1971 

4 

85,832 38'32 33'40 

78.841 59'11 53066 

6,991 6'41 6·35 

85,8)2 38'32 33.40 

78,841 59011 53 '66 

6,991 6·41 6 '3) 

Note:-The provisional figures reported to the Registrar·General and published in Alllnlia paper I of 1971 were subsequently 
revised. The revised figures have been given in this table. The figureS earlier communicated Were:-
Males: 146,888 
Females: 110,091 
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1971 CeMU$ 
TABLE VII 

(Provisional Figures) 

DISTRIBUTION OF WORKING POPULATION BY AGRICULTURAL AND OIRER WORI<ERS 

Percentage of Agricultural and Other Workel'5 to 
Total Workers 

Slate/District PerSol1! Total Cultiva- Agricul- Others Cultivators Agricultural Other Workers 
Males Wotk:rs tors tural WorKers Labourers 
Females Labour· 

el'! 
1961 1971 1%1 1971 1961 1971 

7 9 10 11 12 

_-----------
Cbandigarb U. T. •• PtlSOIll 85,&32 2,4'10 1,335 82,007 6'89 2'90 0'91 1'56 9aO 95'54 

Males 73,341 2,486 1,313 75,042 H9 HS 0'96 1'67 91'75 95-18 

Female! 6.991 4 22 6,965 1'32 0,06 0'23 0'31 9NS 99-63 

Chandigarh District .. Persons 85,832 2,490 1,335 82,007 6-89 2,90 0·91 1'56 92'20 95 ·54 

Males 78,841 2,486 1,313 75,042 7'29 H5 0·96 1'67 91·75 95·18 

Fetnaies 6,991 4 22 6,965 H2 0·06 0·23 0·31 98 ·45 99-63 






