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PROVISION_".L POPULATION TOTALS - 1971 
HlM<t\GtlAL PRllDE:SH 

1. JTJIROD[,ICT m!it 
The completion of 1971 Census marks the 

centenary of Indian CenSlls. Himachal Prade sh came into 

existenco on 15.4.1948 and 1951 Census was taken under the 

ovpr all control of Superintendent Census Operations, 

Punjab. The 1971 Census is thus the second independent 

cenSllS of Himachal Pradesh. 

1.1 QEl1itllJ I ,1;~T 10 N: 

The vast censu-s organisation in the 

country is headed by the Registrar General and Ex...officio 

Censlls Commissioner of India whose oftice forms a part 

of the Union HQme Ministry. At State level the Directorate 

of Census Operations is presided Over by a Director who 

is assisted by two Assistant Directors and the necessary 

supporting staff. At district level) the Deputy Commiss­

ioner was the head of the district enumeration agency and 

he was assisted by the District Census Officer who is 

generally the Revenue Assistant_ Where there are sub­

DiVisional Officers, these officers were appOinted as 

Sub-Divisional Census Officers to ensure better coordina-

tion. Each Tehsil or Sub-Tehsil formed a Charge under 

the respective Tehsildar ,or Naib-Tehsildar'who was 

appoiIlte,d as Char ge 0 Uicer • The ur ban are as were either 

placed under a separate Charge Officer who was the Secretary 
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or EXdcut1~e Offic,r of the local body of the urban area con-

~Drned or 1.crE' p13c,'d under the Bural Ch'lrge Officer, the 

S"crohry of such an urban arcA. WSS qppoint6d as ,lssistant 

Chqrgo Offic"r. The whole of Himachal Pradf'sh was divided 

into 89 Ch1rges - 53 rurRl and 36 urban. Besides this certain 

spaci"l charges \v(;lre created for cnu:ner'ltion of special cate­

goric s of pdople. 

Each charge was furth(-'r divided into a number of E'nU-
a 

ffit'r ation blocks. Each block was- roughly to haveLpopulation 

of 750 persons in rural areas and 600 in urban q,reas. For 

e aeh enum, r'ltion block wasaPpoin ted an enuJler ntor and four 

to six E'n.lffil'ration blocks were grouped togE,ther under one 

Sup(rvisory circle placed under the charge of a Supervisor. 

The total numbor of blocks thus cAXved out was about 5000 and 

the SE' wert grouped undE'r 1200 Supervisory Circles. In all 

qbout 8000 enuJI()rators ':Ind supc:rvisors were tr3.ined and four 

tre:fning clA.sses l'Tere conductE'd by instructors from the Dirpctor!;Lte. 

,\ rafr-shE:r1s course waS also held just a couple of days 

b0fore the; fic,ld operations were bunched. Te be Slilre that 

replies to all the 17 qlJ.e;stions in the individual slip 1;l8re 

corrr'ctly 3nd iJlp'1rtially recorded by the Census enum,-r3tors, 

q party of 20 persons including the Director and two 

_~ssistant Dirl'ctors 1I/Bnt out in the field for on-the-spot 

chucki'1g. Anoth.,r field checking was c~rricd out towal'ds 



-3-
t~1e closing dates of thE operations. The respondents 

were confr~t€d with the recorded entries and it ,.as 
found that the enumerator h~d dome his duty well. 

Il.s some parts of Himachal Pradesh re1lain snow bound 

in winter enum~ration was completed there from 1st to 30th 

September, 1970. In the rest of the state population count 

l"as first scheduled to bE' taken from 10th Fe bruary to 28th 

February, 1971 with ,sunrise M 1st March as reference dl'lte. 

But due to mid-term poll for the Lok Sabha this programme 

had to be finally pnstponed from the 10th March, 1971 to 

31st Marth, 1971 with sunris8 of 1st April as the re~nce 

date. Revisional round was held from 1st to 3rd .lpril 

to record the birth of a new comer after the first round of 

enumeration by the enumer1tor or for cancellation of the 

slip of some one unfortunate ly no more. Houseless per sons 

were enumer ated on the night of the 31st March, 1971. 

The data collected will be fUrther sorted and pro­

cessed and will be projected in 28 Census publicqtions. 

The present pap~r will be shortly followed by a supplement 

containing subsidiary information of the data giVen in 

this paper. 
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'" LITER4,CY R.~TE Total: 31.32 % * Malas: 42.30 % '" Females: 20.04 % '" * 
'" Note:- Purely proVisional area figurE'S have been * 

utilised for working out density of '" 
population. * 

* 
'" 
'" 
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2. BRIEF ANALYSIS 

The figures presented in this booklet give some 

basic particulars of the population as on 1st April, 
1971 as recorded by the 1971 Census of India. These 
figures however are only the crude totals compiled fr0m 

the abstracts furnished by the Census Enumerators them­
selves from the CenSU2 records. The figures so compiled 
from the abstracts collected from thousands of enumerators 

are bound to have their own limitations and are thus 
purely provisional which cEl,n be confirmed only after the 
Census Schedules are fully processed in a series. After 
the final tabulation, apart from providing the Primary 
Census data down to every village (i.e. a revenue vilJ£ge, 

"Tikka","Phatti" ct a village hamlet, as the case may be, 
depending upon the area), and enullierator's block of a 

town, a series of cross tabu1ations of the Census data 
will be made to present the demographic, social and economic 

characteristics of ihe population in a meaningful way 

such as by sex, broad age-groups, e.ducational levels, ect, 

It is our anXiety to make available to the Government 

and the people the Provis ional results of the 1971 Census 

count as quickly as possib1e after the completion of enwne­

ration which has tmpelled us to compile and present this. 

booklet of provisional population fifurcs. 
2.1. Ranking of States/Union Territories in population size: 

A statement sh~Wing ranking of states and Union 
Territories in population size has been incorporated in 
this booklet. This statement reveals thatis 
the total Provisional Population of IndiaL546,955,945 
out of which the State of Uttar Iradesh claims the 
highest percentage of 16.14- and comes on top when ranking 

the states and union territories by population size. 
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In ranking, Himachal rradesh stands at 18th position with 

a share of only 0.63 per cent in the total populati on of the 

country. 

2.2 Distrib~!~_££_Of_POP~~t~£E~~§ex-Rati0L-~~~~ 
~ano. :J~~~.!L.9.f l'o:e::-l~~: 

Provisional population table I incorporated in this 

booklet shows the distribution of population as in 

1971 Census by Districts and by sex. A comparative 
district-wise study of the sex ratio, and the density 

of popu1ation according to 1~61 Census and the 
present census has also. been made in this table. 

District-wise percentage of growth rates of populatiDn 

in the various districts during the decades 1951-61. 

and 1961-71 are also. shown. 
2.21 DistributioE_of ~opulati£E: 

A study of this table would reveal that 
Kangra District alone accounts for a PopulatiDn of 
1,3~4,959 i.e. 38% of the total pcpulation Df Himachal 
.l:'radesL. The next district according to populotion 

size is Handi with a populatiDn of 512,719 souls, 
whicfl is 15% of the total population. It would thus, 

be seen that these two districts together acccunt for 

more than half of the total population of the stnte. 
The district of Lahsul & Spi ti occupies the Dther 
extreme position, claiming the smallest share in the 

total population Le. only 23,307 persons which is 
nJt even 1% ( to be exact ').68% ) of the total populntion. 

Kj.nnaur is yet ~mother district having comparatively 
s very small population of only 49,673 souls which 

is E,brlUt 1% of the total popul2.tion. 
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2.22. Sex Ratio : 

The only district where the proportion 

of females is more than males in the total population 

according to the 1971 Census is Kangra. The sex ratio, 

i.e. the numb~~ o~ females per 1,000 males in this 

district has :,c"'-n v'orked out as 1,061. The sex ratio in 

other dis tr i e 1-- '.'ies between 829 in Lahaul and 

Spiti and (] _, in ::lilaspur. A point worth mentioning 

here is th-;, -':"h~ eex ratio in the Districts of 

Simla, S irn'"L'2' and Kinnaur is leSS th8l1 goo, beeides 

in L3haul B· Spi tie A comparative study of sex Ratio 

as in 1961 Census and the present Census reveals 

that an increase in sex ratio has been witnessed 

jn respect of Chamba, Kang-ra, Lahau18- Sriti, Bilaspur, 
and 

Mahasu, Simla{Sirmur whereas decreasing trend 

is registered in respect of },"andi, Rulu and Kinnaur 

Districts. Over all the state as a whole has shown 

an increasing trend. 

2.23 Density of Populat~Q£ 

Bilaspur is the most populous distrjct 

according to the provisional population data thrown 

up by the present Census. The density o~ population 

in this District is 163 per Sq. Km. Kangra ana 
SiLl13 claim the next two positions with aensiti.es 
of 155 and 153, persons per Sq. Km. t respectively. 
Tbe District of Lahaul and Spi ti, a1 though biLggest 
according to area is yet the 1.lost spar:::'ely populated. 
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Wh€reas it claims about 22% of the total area, but 

because of havi,1g a very small population which is not 

Even 1'f of t1'1" -t.()"'i:;sl p0pulation as said .earlier in 

these li!J1?8, the ;5':';~.3ity of population for this 

district 'Nc)-,:-~·=.3 O,l"\~ at only 2 per sq. KIn. Kinnaur, 

Chamba 8.m~ K"..l2_,) R::.'(' other districts having comparatively 

BeSides thea~ ~i8t~icts, the density of population is 

less thful ':;_'(, 111 ~,'~'(Lasu and Sirmur also. It is 

observed th:.;_, tho censi ty of ropulation in 1971 has 

recorded i1'1c:;:'e8se over that in 1961 invariab1_y in 

all the districts. 
2.24 Growth Rate : 

The over-all growth rate recorded by the 

population of Himachal PraoEsh during the decade 

1961-71 is 21.76%. Mandi district has sli.wn the 

highest growth rate during the decade 1961-71 i.e. 

33.43%. the population of the other districts has 

rec~rded increase ranging between 13.95% in Lahaul 

and Spiti and 25.78% in Kulu district. 

2.3. Decadal Variation in P0~lation Since 19~ 

ProviSional Porulation Table II shows 

percentage decadal variation in population of the 
districts and the State for ihe EeVEn decades i.e. 
1901-11 to 1961-71. A study of this data reveals 
that having experienced a decrease of 1.22% during 
the decade 1901-11 the state of Himachal fradesh has 
registered gradual increase in its population 1911 
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onwards, and especially since 1951 the increase 

has been more marked. Thus ag~inst a percentage 

increase of 17.87 during the decade 19S1-61 the 

population of Himachal PrDdesh has registered an 

increase of 21,76% during the intercensal period 

196'1-71,; Chamba, lI-"and,i, Bilaspur and Sirmur 

Dis+~i0ts have never shown negative variation in 

population during any of th~se decades, wheroas 

all other districts have recorded decrease in the 

population during one decade or the~ther. Barring 

Simla District which recorded marked v"lTiations 

(both positive and negative) during the decades 

1901-11, 1911-21 and again duriJ'1g 1941-1)1 the 

population of other districts recorded comparativEly 

smaller vaxiations upto the year 1951. From 1951 onwards 

a marked trend towards higher growth rate is observed 

in all the districts, excepting Kulu district 

which could only catch up with trend during the 

decade Le. 1961-71. All districts exceptirig 

Chamba, Lahiml fJ· Spi ti and Bilaspur have recorded a 

higher growth rate of popvlation during the decade 

1961-71 than during 1951-61. ]\;1ahasu district shows 

almost equal growth rate~, durjng these two decades. 
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2.4. hlTI''':.ACY : 

Provisional Population Table III 

shows district-wise and sex-wise total population 

1971; Literate po~ulation 1971; and percentage 

of Literate to total population in 1961 as well 

as in 1971 Census. Very interesting conclusions 

can be drawn on the basis of the literacy rates 

as compiled in this table. The over-all percentage 

of literacy is observed to ·oe. 3~'.'32vaccording to 1971 

Census as ag~inst 21.27 in 1961 Census. The 

percentqge of literacy varies between 18.47 

in Chamba district to 38.91 in Simla District 

according to i971 Census. Simla and Kangra districts 

which come on top in terms of literacy with a 

percentage of 32.e4 and 25.30 respectively, in 

1961 Census, have maintained their r€8[Jective 

positions in the 1971 CenSU2 also. T10e percentag-e 

of literates to total population in these two 

Districts in the present Census has jumped upto 

38.91 ~nd 36.62, rpspectively. There has been a 

m8Tked increase in the literacy rates in all other 

D}str}cts also in 1971 Census over the 1961 Census. 
:1"'1. 1971 Census Nales have reg istered 

VET:;! 'J.ie:h 1 C '"'_'~"1.cy rates as compared to famalE s which 
is t'Y":)"i-',l...'J t_' ~,he fact that whereas the lowest 
pcrcc;,+,3::, 2c~ ~: ~;,racy for males has been recorded in 
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Chamba District i.e. ,27.74, the highest percentage of 
,. 

lit eracy for f_ales is only 26.87 which is in the case of 

Simla District-. Literacy rate- for r.J81es varies between 

27.74% in Chamba District to 4~ .. 13< in Simla District ag8inst 

the State average of 42.30?L In all, seven Districts out 

of teYl :1.::.we (J'ler 40;'~ male lite·rates in the present Census 

as Gt~<;ir"~·t only one District in 1961 Census. i,s for females, 
:~ 

iI', ~.},c ))::reoe:::.t Census, the percentage of literates veries 

tC~'f:O-vl B.7) i.n Chamba '_~istrict and 26.87 in Simla District 
\ 

CnJy ~ ".1::"(,:8 :Districts viz. Kangra, J3ilaspur and Simla show 

U~,::'s.;_;y ~:D.tss higher than 20<'" in respect of fem['les. Fow-

(;,\;·2, the]_'8 is a marked increase in the female literac;v in 

the present census over the 1961 Census • 
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1971 Cen@s (Provisionnl Pigures) 
;.::td8illent showing the ranking of sttltes/Union 'T'erritoriec 

in popul-8tion size. 

--.---- 8We s 811dtTiiTon---------re:rcentngetO"l:G~ 
Rhnk in Territories in order 1'opulotion totDl populn- in 
1971 of populntion size. 1971 tion of Indii' 1961 
-1-- - -----.. --------.------ -_- ---
------__ .7_" ________ 2. _____ L _____ 5_ 

nmn 546,955,945 1"'\0. on 

§~ESlUJ'ifI9J; T;r:;.RRITQIl.IES 

Utt aT Pr2desh 88,299,453 16.14 

2. Bihnr 56,387,296 10.31 2 

3. J\~[111[:rDsh trn 5i1,295,r81 9.20 3 

4. 1"8st Bengal 44,44n,n95 8.12 5 
5. Andhri1 Pr['desh 43,394,95:1· 7.93 4 
6. lIDdhyr-. PrFldesh 41,449,729 7.58 7 
7. T'3.mil Uadu 41,103,125 7.51 6 
fl. r:ysrre 29,224,046 5.34 8 

9. Gujf;rnt 26,660,929 4.87 9 
1 () . I\nj"'sthnn 25,724,142 '4.70 10 
11 • OrisS8 21,934,827 4.01 11 

12. Ken:lr, 21,280,397 3.89 12 
13. ASSi'll 14,857,314 2.72 14 
; 4. Punjnh 13 ,472,972 2.46 13 

; 5. H(1rYGlln 9,9'71,165 1.82 15 
16. J2.mnm & Kn.shmir 4,615,176 0.84 16 
17. Dolhi 4,044,338 0.74 13 



=!.~='~~_-=:-"::2_ -=-_ -_~:::: -'J -=-=-=-~ _=~_ .i---=--==~~ 2 .. :~ 
~ ~. PimachE,l Pradesh 3,424,Y5' 0.G3 17 

19. r1' 1'i PU1'8 1,556,822 0.29 1~ 

20. IIcnipur 1,069,555 0.20 20 

21 . _ 'eghslc1ya 953,336 0.18 21 

22. Go; 9 ])artan { -)iu t357,180 0.1 G 22 

27 ) . llagalcnd 515,561 0.10 23 

24. PonoichcYl'Y 4'7'1 ,347 0.09 24 

'l~ 
L)' r. :'.r.A. 444,744 0.08 25 

2C. Ch8tldigarh 25E,079 0.05 26 

27. 1,(lOHman f icob8r 115,OClO 0.02 27 
Jslulcis 

28. ]X;dra and agar EavEli 74,165 0.01 28 

29. L.r;, /< A. Islpnds 31,708 0.01 2°. 
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Chart Showing the Co~pArative 

Population Size of the Districts 

Himachal Pradesh 

(1971 Census - Provisional) 
\ 

HIM.~CH_'\.L PR."J)ESH 
• 

3,424,332 

\ 

\ 
~ \ 

.y' \ 

~'" \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

/ 
/ 
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--------~-<---~-1 

76° 77° 

I \:::::: :::::: , .... . 

r 
32°'., ......... . 

\' . KANGRll ... . 
, .. 18.17-' .. 
( ......... . 

"'i'--~ ..... ~ ........ ~-. . . . . . . . ~ . 
A \ .......... , 

0:),>, " ........ . 
(/1/) 

~,,'~122.01 - 25.00 
L~ 

~ 25.01 & above ILARYMJA 
1 
1 

L _ .. __ ~t_ . __ . _______ ?;o ___________ }{~ __ _ 
East of Greenwich 

79 <I! 

\ 

33 

160 Kms. 

'7(10 
I. I 

______ L ~ 
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-""T:"'1"I 
i'J~151 and above 

77° 78° 
__ .i~ __ ~ ..... __ .. _" .. _1 _. __ ..... _ ..... 

East of Greenwich 

,,J 

.'-, 

. ,:, 

79° 
! 
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TiJlL8 - I 

Distribution of Population, Sex Ratio, Growth Rate 

"--_._------------- - _ _",_ 

Sex Ratio i. e. females 
State/ _ J_o.llllJ.a.t.io[l:J,~7J.__ ____ ~r ,QQ.Q...YlaleL---
.!2i.~t.r i c. ,", Persons Males Females 1 61 1971 , __ 
__ . ...l. 2 ---3--4- 5 6 

~-~,,---, ... ~---.--- ---... --,~--~. --- -_._---
H1.ma~b.al 
£.:r.a~~ 3,424,332 1,735,106 1,689,226 938 974 

Chamba 254,134 130,231 123,903 876 951 

Kangra 1,3)4,959 633,225 671,734 991 1061 

lVia,ndi 512,719 21)9,171 253,548 994 978 

Kulu ~~-'i92; 348 100,163' 92,185 945 920 

Lahaul & 23,3)7 12,741 10,566 776 829 
Spi ti 

Bilaspur 189,944 95,873 94,071 952 981 

Mahasu 436,448 227,666 208,782 899 917 

Simla 216,527 117,084 99,443 789 849 

Sirmur 244,273 132,706 111,567 828 841 

Kinnaur 49,673 26,246 23,427 969 893 
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1971 CENSDS 

( P rovi sioi13.1 figures) 

and Dansity of Popu1~tion by Districts 

Densltyof-'---·------·--- .-------~- .. _-
POjJu1ation 
Qill:_fi9....rl,.IL.__ ,_ D~<:!~r;i~~~r_<?v:~h. .~~ ~~., ~~ Y..£r:~l.~!~~.l!_ 
1961 1971 1951 - 1961 1961 1971 

_i':_~_8-=--_~-9 _ -,--=---=:~ _ _1Q_====-= 
51 62 17.87 21.76 

27 (\1 23.72 15.96 

132 155 15.17 18.17 

96 128 23.70 33.4ll 

28 35 4.97 25.78 

2 2 60.69 13.95 

136 163 25.94 19.61 

64 77 21.22 21.58 

124 153 10.66 23.66 

70 86 18.95 23.65 

6 8 18.87 21.21 

Note: - Purely Provisional area figures have been 
utili sad for working out densi ty of popuhtion. 
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TABL'::'-II 

C- !,;r)/'C 1971 
(rrovision81 figures\ 

Decadal Variation in ropulation Since 1901 
________________________ , ___ - __ " ___ T __ ...... _ ... _ 

state/ "0~rcntare tecadal Vpriation in P0pu~8tion 
Ili strict 1~1--';- '" "~7:'h--f'- '''--'i'-' '"-.;''' ,'T'''-l'~ .;.:.; ..... "T:-:·~;:··--0~qi 
--1--- -~ , .. ",. ~ ~" ., .... ~«_,,_~_I_- • '~'~':~~'IT' -, .. . :. -j ......... -~l)"". I'~ ,- ..... S---
______ ....... ~ ... __ .... _. ........... . n'.~ ... ____ .... • ____ • _ .. ~""_~ ____ _...r ___ .. ___ · _____ _ 

lIirnachal - 1. {:2 
r:r8deSh 

Chamba + 6.68 

Kangra - 1.95 

;'andi + 3.20 

Kulu + 4.36 

Lahaul L + 4.39 
Spiti 

Bilaspur + 2.46 

r:aha su + 4. 54 

Simla -33.69 

Sirmur + 2.09 

ICinnaur + 4.55 

+ 1.65 

+ 4.74 

+ 0.04 

+ 1. 41 

- 2.22 

- 2.23 

+ 5.26 

- 0.98 

+21.62 

+ 1.39 

+ 5.23 +11.54 + 5.42 +17.67 +21.76 

+ 3.48 +15.21 + 0.62 +23.72 +15.96 

+ S. 4 1 + 13 . 85 + 1. 33 4 1? . 17 + 16. 17 

+t1.07 +14.22 + 2.29 +23.70 +33.43 

+ 7.70 + 4.40 + 6.19 + 4.97 +25.78 

+ 7.70 + 4.40 + 6.19 +60.69 +13.95 

+ 3.06 + 9.25 +14.29 +25.94 +19.6~ 

+ 8.00 + 9.17 + 3.72 +21.22 +21.58 

-14.72 + 7.58 +55.06 +10.66 +23.66 

+ 5.78 + 5.02 + 6.44 +18.95 +23.65 

+ 8.00 + ~.17 + 3.72 +18.87 +21.21 
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--------yorAL POPuLI.i'foN"--· - L~lHi"P0PUL,.i'IJi;--
&tate/ lli.L-______ ____ .w.1 _ 
jJi_~t.r:iQt __ J?~r:~Q!ll.. __ --.1h~~_e,.L _J~m.a.lft§._ _p.~r:.s~ ---lia.J..QL £.f!llalg_g_ ___ L __ _ . __ ~ ___ ___ ~ ______ j ______ ..Q. __ . __ __ §.. _ ___ .1 ____ _ 
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( Provisional figures) 

21.27 32.31 9.49 31.32 42.30 20.04 

13.40 20.74 5.02 18.47 27.74 8.73 

25.30 37.81 12.69 36.62 47.25 26.50 

18.38 29.89 6.79 30.52 43.44 17.31 

1:3 .10 21.79 3.91 23.86 36.05 10.61 

17.50 28.19 3.72 27.32 41.53 10.19 

19.46 31.71 6.59 32.16 42.92 21.19 

19.34 30.44 6.99 28.44 40.45 15.35 

32.84 43.89 18.84 38.91 49.13 26.87 ... 

15.64 23.33 6.34 23.09 32.48 11.91 

15.35 26.45 3.90 26,23 41.22 9.44 




