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FIGURES AT A GLANCE 

CENSUS OF INDIA 1981-PROVISIONAL POPULATION TOTALS 

A. POPULATION OF HARYANA 

B. DECENNIAL POPULATION GROWTH 1971-81 

(1) ABSOLUTE 

(2) PERCENTAGE 

C. DENSITY OF POPULATION 

D. SEX RATIO 

E. LITERACY RATE 

Total 

Males 

Females 

12,850,902 

6,846,153 

6,004,749 

+2,814,094 

+28.04 per cent 

291 per Sq. Km. 

811 females per 1000 males 

Total 

Males 

Females 

35'84 per cent 

47 ·18 per cent 

22·23 per cent 
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STATEMENT SHOWING A COMPARATIVE PICTURE OF THE POPUIATICN 
OF STATES/UNION TERRITORIES OF INDIA 

(1981 Census -provisional Figures) 

Total Population-1981 Total Literates-1981 
India/State/UTs 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

----------------------------------------------------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

--------------------------.---------------------.----------------
INDIA 
States 

1.. Andhra Pradesh 

2. Assam* 

3. Bihar 

4. Gujarat 

5. Haryana 

6. HimachalPradesh 

7. Jammu & Kashmir* 

8. Karnataka 

9. Kerala 

O. Madhya Pradesh 

1. Maharashtra 

2. Manipur 

3. Meghalaya 

4. Nagaland 

S. Orissa 

6. Punjab 

7. Rajasthan 

:8. Sikkim 

19. Tamil Nadu 

~o. Tripura 

It. Uttar Pradesh 

~2. West Bengal 

Union Territories 

1. A. &. N. Islands 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Chandigarh 

4. D &. N HaveIi 

S. Delhi 

6. Goa, Daman &. Diu 

1. LakShadweep 

8. Mizorarn 

9. Pondicherry 

*Projected figures 

683,810,051 353,347,249 330,462,802 237,991,932 .158,837,215 

53.403,619 27,035,531 26,368,088 15,989,266 10,578,388 

f9,902,826 10.472,712 9.430,114 

69,823,154 35,865,467 33,957.687 18,163.410 13,551.736 

33,960,905 17,484,540 16.476,365 14,858:075 9,534,470 

12,850,902 6,846;153 6,004,749 4,605,649 3,271,047 

4,237,569 2,}31,312 2,106,257 1,777,201 1,115,973 

5,981,600 3,062,200 2,919,4(0 

37,043,451 18,869.494 18,I73,S57 14,2280547. 9,171,677 

25,403,217 i2.487,961 12,915,256 17.571,819 9,244,609 

52,131,717 26,856,752 25·274,5(;5 14,5C2,( 63 1O,574,~ 19 

62,693,898 32,341,115 30,352.783 29,695,721 19,046,963 

1,433,691 727,108 706,583 601,943 385;123 

1,327,874 678,883 648,991 441,077 251,056 

773,281 414,231 359,050 324,7(0 203,643 

26,272,054 13,253,523 13,018,531 8,964,625 6,216,037 

16,669,755 8,840,234 7,829,521 6,791,547 4,118.415 

34,102,912 17,749,282 16,353,630 8,201,615 6,350,945 

315,682 171,959 143,723 ]06,780 75,066 

48,291.456 24.420,228 23,877,228 22,11]'593 13,965,132 

2,060,189 1,057,71.4 Le02,475 856,688 539,932 

110,858,019 58,780,(;40 52,(177,379 30,358,013 2U45,f87 

540485,560 28,505,]51 25,980.409 22.271,867 14,391,808 

188,254 

628,050 

450,061 

103,677 

6,196.414 

1,082,117 

40,231 

487,774 

604,136 

106,889 

335,941 

254,208 

52,514 

3,422,$~0 

546,260 

20,367 

251,988 

304,342 

81,365 

292,109 

195,853 

51,163 

2,773,864 

535,857 

19,870 

235,786 

299,194 

96,520 62.470 

126,185 94,002 

291,091 174,953 

27,578 19,007 

3,783,611. 2,325,804 

604,489 353,832 

22,018 13,233 

290,241 166,296 

327,600 194,792 

79,154,717 

5.410,878 

4,611,674 

5.323,605 

1,334,602 

661,228 

5,057.270 

8,327,210 

3,927,144 

10,648,758 

216,820 

190,021 

121,057 

2,148,588 

2,673,1,32 

1,850,670 

31,714 

8,146.461 

316,756 

7,512,126 

7,880,059 

34,OSO 

32,183 

116,138 

8,571 

1.451,807 

250,657 

8~78S 

123,945 

132,808 
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1981 
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BACKGROUND NOTE 

The 1981 Census of India, which is the twelfth of the decennial census series of India and the fourth 
since Independence, was conducted from 9th February to 5th March, 1981. The reference date for the 1981 
Census was the sunrise of 1st March, 1981. The actual enumeration was spread over the period from 9th 
February to 28th February, 1981 with a revisional round from 1st March to 5th March, 1981, in order to bring 
the census count correct upto the reference date. 

The first Census on an all-India basis was taken in 1872. Ever since it has been held regularly every 
tenth year in the country. For the State of Haryana, which came into existence on the 1st of November, 1966, 
this is the second Census. 

Census seeks to create an inventory of the country's manpower and demographic characteristics at a 
g.iven point ofHme. In keeping with the tradition of Indian Census this opportunity is taken to collect informa­
tIon on most of the aspects of a person's life, including his age, sex, religion, mother tongue, marital status, 
educational attainments and economic condition. Even though Census is taken once in ten years, it is a part 
of a continuing statistical system and the data, it provides, is of basic importance. Considerable forthought 
and planning therefore necessarily goes into the preparation of questionnaires and schedules for canvassing. 
The following schedules were prescribed by the Registrar General, India this time :-

(i) Houselist 
(ii) Enterprise List 
(iii) Individual Slip 
(iv) Household Schedule 

The first two schedules were canvassed in Haryana during April, 1980 as part of the Housenumbering 
and Houselisting Operations in advance of the actual Enumeration. 

At the 1971 Census, an Establishment Schedule was canvassed along with the Houselist form. Besides 
the manufacturing establishments, it also covered the trade and other establishments. In 1977, the Central 
Statistical Organisation conducted an Economic Census which sought to collect information almost similar to 
what was obtained through the Establishment Schedule of the 1971 Census. The next Economic Census, nor­
mally due in 1982 i.e. after a 5 year interval, was integrated with the Census Operations or more specifically. 
with the Houselisting Operations. Accordingly, the Enterprise List as devised by the Central Statistical Organi­
satIon was also canvassed alongwith the Housenumbering and Houselisting Operations in place of the Establish­
ment Schedule of 1971 Census. 

The other noteworthy aspects of the 1981 Census quest;onnaires are the adoption of sampling for the 
first time during the Enumeration with particular regard to fertility and migration data, the generation of a 
household sch edule (which will provide a socio-economic profile of each household in the country including the 
characteristics of the housing units) and the expansion of coverage through economic questions so as to acquire 
data on secondary and marginal workers adequately A question was included on whether a person was" seeking . 
or available for work" which it is hoped would provide valuable data to those concerned with policies of emp-
loyment planning. 

Further, it is for the first time after 1931 that an attempt has been made to gather data regarding certain 
categories of the hand;capped, namely, the totally blind, the totally dumb and the totally crippled. 

Indian Census has been rightly described as one of the most massive adm;nistrative operations in the 
world. For the success ofthis gigantic operation, the Census Organisation has to stretch all resources of man­
power and skill to their maximum. The time honoured practice of utilising the State and Local Government 
machinery for Census work was followed this time also to complete this tremendous task. A team of honorary 
workers had to be built up. This was done in consultation with the State Government. The Deputy Com­
missioner of each District was appointed as Principal Census Officer. He was assisted by his General t\ssistant who 
was designated as District Census Officer. The Sub-Divisional Officers (Civil) were also apPOInted as Su~­
Divisional Censu s Officers. Next below were the Charge Officers, the Teh~ildar for the rural areas of a Tahstl 
and the Administrator of the Municipality in the urban areas. For the Faridabad Complex, Panchkula Urb~n, 
Estate and Ambala Cantonment, the Chief Administrator, the Estate Officer and the Cantonment Executive 
Officer respectively were nominated as Charge Officers. 
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In addition to the statutory Urban areas, four places, namely, Babiyal, Samalkba, Gurgaon (R) and 
Jharsa are being treated as Census Towns. For Samalkha, the Block Development and Panchayat Officer was 
designated as Charge Officer while Babiyal and Gurgaon (R) and Jharsa were placed under the Charge of Tah­
siidars Ambala and Gurgaon, respectivel), .. 

The District Statistical Officers were designated as Additional District Census Officers and the Assis­
tant District Statistical Officers as Additional Charge Officers in the Charge allotted to them for assisting the 

respective Charge Officers. Likewise, the Executive Officers andror the Secretaries of the Municipalities and 
the Naib Tahsildars were also nominated as Additional/Deputy Charge Officers for their respective areas. 

Lastly came the Supervisors and tbe Enumerators who had to work in the field for actually canvassing 
the various Scbedules. The selection and appointment of Enumerators and Supervirors was left to the District 
Officers. In the state of Haryana as many as 19,687 Enumerators and 3,859 Supervisors were put on actual field 
duty for the Enumeration Operation. Besides, 4,303 Enumerators and 1,045 Supervisors Were kept in reserve 
to meet any eventuality. 

All the above appointments were made under the Census Act of 1948, which provides the necessary 
legal support for conducting the Census. The Census law rnakts. it <JbligatC'IY on eyery pencn appointed to 
perform Census duties to carry them out diligently. On such 3Holntmcnt te is clothed with the authority ofa 
public servant and an obligation is cast on every citizen to answer his questions truthfully. The law also guar­
antees that the information collected would be kept confidential, being inadmissible as evidence even in a court 
of law unless a person is being proceeded against for transgressing any of the provisions of this Act itself. 

The amount of organisation and effort that has gone into the Operation will be evident when it is rea-
iised that the data collected by thousands of Enumerators throughout the State were compiled, provisio:t?al 

population figures struck for e·ach charge and consolidated for each district within fcur days of the comp~etIon 
of Census Enumeration on 5th March, 1981. The figures started rolling into this office almost immediately 
and the last return arrived on 9th March. 1981 which is by any standards really creditable. 

This booklet, Paper 1 of 1981, presents a brief analysis of the provisional population figur~s for .the 
State of Haryana and its districts, and cities/urban agglomerations so as to make them available for Im~edlate 
use. The size, distribution, growth rate, sex ratio and literacy rates of the population have been dlscu~sed 
briefl),. In a supplement to this Paper to be brought out shortly, data on work participation rate and urbaUlsa­
tion are proposed to be presented on the basis of provisional figures. 

The Census Schedules for Haryana State will be processed in detail in the Regional Tabulation Offices 
set up in Ambala Sadar and Kurukshetra where tbe Primary Census Abstracts will be compiled down to the 
village level in case of rural are~s and th~ Enu~erati()n Block l~vel in the case of ~rban areas. The provisional 
data now presented through thiS l'aper IS subject to cQnfinnatlon after tbe detaIled processing of the Census 
Schedules for Which an elaborate Tabulation Plan has been drawn up. 

. Since the las! C~nsus of 1971 there were many changes i~ t~e boundaries of some of ,the existing dis-
trIcts and some new dlstncts have also been formed. The new dIstrIcts are Kurukshetra, Sompat, Faridabad 
Bhiwani ~n~ Sirsa. Thus, in ~981 tbere ~re 12 districts as against 7 in 1971. The fig~res p!esented in .tbispape; 
for the dIStricts are as per their bou1?-danes as on 31st December, 1979. Ch~nges III theIr boundanes, if any, 
made thereafter could notbe taken Into account for Census purposes for obVIOUS reasons. Accordingly, there 
were 39 tahsils in the State on 31st December, 1979. In the supplement to this Paper, it is proposed to give 
SOale basic population figures for these 39 tahsils as per their boundaries as on 31st December, 1979 and for all 
the 81 cities/towns including the four Census towns mentioned earlier. 
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ANAL YSIS OF RESULTS. 

The figures presented in this paper give some basic particulars of the population of HarYllna Sta te as 
on 1st March, 1981. These figures, however, are only the crude totals compiled from the Abstracts 
furnished by the thousands of Census Enumerators themselves immediately after the completion of the 
Revisional Round of Enumeration on 5th March, 1981. As such, they are bound to have their own 
limitations and are thus purely provisional, and could be confirmed only after the Census Schedules are 
fully processed in the Regional Tabulation Offices. 

After the final Tabulation, apart from providing the primary cenSUS data down to every village and 
Enumerator's block in the Case of a town, a series of other tables will be prepared to present the demo· 
graphic, social and economic characteristics of the population. Meanwhile the provisional population figures 
are presented in this paper in order to make available to the Government and the people the provisional 
results of the 1981-Census as quickly as possible after the Enumeration. 

The statement at page 3 contains a comparative picture of the population of the v,arious 
States and Union Territories in the country and also gives the number of literates in each State and 
Union Territory. 

This h followed by four Tables, first three of which present basic Census data for the State of 
Haryana and its districts while the fourth Table gives the population and some other information for the 
cities and urban agglomerations with a population of 100,000 and above. 

Table 1 appearing at page 31 shows the distribution of population, sex ratio, growth rate and 
density of population for the State and districts. The total population of Haryana (provisiolial) L'ecorded 
at the 1981-Census as at the sunrise of 1st March, 1981 was 12,850,902 compdsing of 6,846,153 male!! 
and 6,004,749 females. The districts of Haryana can be arranged in the order of PopuJ~tion-size as 
follows :-

Rank 
in 1981 

District PopUlation 
1981 

Percentage to total 
population of the 
State 

---~-----~---~--~----------------~--~~~~~-~----~ 
rV""1 . Hisar 1,491,490 11.61 

'2 Ambala 1,400,133 10.90 

3 Rohtak 1,326,343 10.32 

I{ Karnal 1,317,823 10.25 

5 Kurukshetr,a . 1,123,545 8.74 

6 Faridabad 996,814 7.76 

'7 Mahendragarh 949,745 7.39 

..g' Jind 935,292 7.28 

9 Bhiwani 916,744 7.13 

10 Sonipat 843,968 6.57 

n Gurgaon 840,817 6.54 

12 Sirsa 708,188 5.51 

The pie chart at page 7 gives a comparative picture of the relative population-size of the 
districts. It will be seen that Hisar District has the largest popUlation with 1,491,490 persons while Sirsa 
District is the smallest with only 708,188 persOQs. 
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A comparision in terms of density of population. however, pIa ces F arida bad at the top with the 
figure of 464 persons per Sq, Km, Sirsa has the lowest figure of 166 per Sq. Km. closely followed by 

Bhiwani with 180 per S4.. Km. 

Sex ratio for the State as a whole Is 877 females per 1,000 males and in seven districts it varie s 
between 857 a.nd 879. In the remaining four districts, it is higher than the State average, the highest being 
in Mahendragarh (947). Faridabad district, however, has the lowest sex ratio of 814 females per 1,00 U 

males. 
The overall decennial growth rate for the State during 1971-81 is 28.04 per cent as against 32.23 

per cent and 33.79 per cent respectively during the last two de~ades 1961-71 and 1951-61. The growth 
rate during 1971-81 has thus registered a slight fall. 

Table 2 shows the decadal variation in population for the State and districts since 1901. Faridabad 
district has shown the highest increase of 39.31 per cent, while Rohtak district 011 the other hand has 
recorded a decenn~al growth rate of 20.74 per cent only. 

Table 3 gives the comparative literacy rates in Haryana which according to the 1981-Census is 
35.84 per cent as against 26.89 per cent at the 1971-Census. Literacy rate among males has increased from 
37.29 per cent in 1971 to 47.78 per cent in 198], while in the case of females it has shown an increase from 
14.89 per cent in 1971 to 22.23 per cent in 1981. 

Ambaj.a district boasts of the highest literacy rate of 44.21 per cent closely follow-:d by Rohtak 
district with 42.03 per cent and Sonipat district with 40.64 per cent. As in the 1971 G~nsus Jind district 
has still the lowest literacy rate both among males with 37. 83 p~r cent anu females with 12.19 per cent. 

In table 4 are given the population, sex: ratio and the literacy rate as returned at the 1981-Census 
for the cities and urban agglomerations with a population of one lakh and above. There are eleven 
cities/urban agglomerations ill Haryana, which have returned a population of over 100,000. 

Of these 11 cities turban agglomerations, seven towns, namely, Faddabad Complex, Rohtak, 
Panipat, Karnal, Sonipat, Ambala and Bhiwani qualify to be described as 'cities' according to 
census terminology as they have a population of ov6r one lakh each. Each of the remaining 
four units called urban agglomerations (U.A) either comprises of more than one town or of a core town and 
some urban outgrowths falling outside its municipal limits, as pcr details given below :-

~-----------------------=.-------------------------------------=,~----------------
Urban Agglomeration Constituent towns or urban 

outgrowths 
---..--... _______ ~ ......... __ .__. ........ __,_ ___ >i ____ __I-..._, ____ ___.___.,_~ ______ ___,--

1. Yamunanagar (U.A.) 1. Yamunanagar (M.C) 
2. Jag,adhri (M.C.) 
3. Jagadhri Workshop Railway 

Colony (M.C.) 

2. Hjjar (U.A.) 1. Hi~ar (M.e.) 

2. Haryana Agriculture University 

3. Mini Secretariatc 

3. Ambala (U.A.) 1. Ambala Sad ar (M.C.) 

2. Ambala Cantt (C.B.) 

4. Gurg'tl.on (U.A.) 1. Gurgaon (M.C.) 

2. Gurgaon Census Town 
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TABLE-2 

1981-CENSUS 

Decadal Variation in Population since 19011 

(Provisional Figures) 

StatefDistrict Percentage Decadal Variation in Population 

1901- 1911- 1921- 1931- 1941- 1951- 1961- 1971-
1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Baryana -9·70 +1·95 +7·14 +15·63 +1·60 +33 ·79 +32 ·23 +28 ·04 

1. Ambala -16 ·13 -1 ·61 +9 ·11 + 14 ·13 +7·50 +30 ·61 +24·00 +27 -47 

2. Kurukshetra .. -9,48 +3·52 +2·79 +16·71 +10 ·06 +50 -40 +37 ·11 +30 ·21 

3. Karnal -9·48 +3·52 +2·79 +16·71 +10 ·06 +30·92 +29 ·77 +33 ·32 

4. Jind N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. +35 ·23 +36·42 +22 ·33 

5. Sonipat -13·73 +7·81 +4·48 +18 ·38 +13·67 +26 ·35 +23 ·94 +22·85 

6. Rohtak -13·73 +7·81 +4·48 +18 ·38 +13 ·67 +26 ·74 +26·84 +20.74 

7. Faridabad -12·80 -6·85 +9·31 +14·96 +8.01 +32 ·13 +48.78 +39.31 

8. Gurgaon -12·80 -6·85 +9 ·31 +14 ·96 +8·01 +29 ·33 -;,,"'1- ·21 +28 ·04 

9. Mahendragarh N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. +21·68 +24·18 +23 ·81 

10. Bhiwani N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. +28 ·78 +30 ·55 +30 ·36 

11. Hisar N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. +46·82 +38 ·93 +28.48 

12. Sirsa +3·37 +1·61 +9·97 +11 ·93 +3·63 +67 ·51 +43 ·96 +32.72 
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