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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 
FIGURES AT A GLANCE 

(Census of India 1971--Provisional Population Toials-Gujarat State) 

A. POPULATION OF QUJARAT STATE 

, 

B . .' DECENNIAL POPULATION QROWTH RATE 
1961-71 . 

, 
C. DENSITY OF POPULATION 

D. SEX RATIO 

E. LITERACY R1\.TE 

Total 
lIales 
Females 

Totai 
Males 
Females 

26,660,929 
13,771,613 
12,889,316 

29.21 % 

136 per Sq. Km. 

936 females per 1000 males 

35.70 % 
46.10 % 
24.59 % 

The figu res presented in this booklet give some basic particulars of the population as on 1st April, 
1971 as recorded by t.l\.e 1971 Census of India. These figures however, are only the crude totals compiled 
from th e abstracts fun\ished by the Census enumerators themselves from the Cemus records. The figures 
so com piled from the ,abstra.tlt collected from thousands of enumerators are bound to ha"e their own 
limitations and are th~s :p.lIrely provisional which can be confirmed only after the' cenms Echedules are 
~y processed in a series: of regional tabulatwn offices. After the final tabulation, apart from providing 
the Primar y Census data' down to every village and (numerator's blcck cf a tGwn, a series of cross 
tabulations of the Census data will l;e made to preEent the deIDcgral hie, social and economic characteristics 
of the population in a meaningful way ~uch as by sex, bwad age grollpS, educational levels, etc. It is our 
anxiety to make available to the Government and the lleople the povisicnal results of the 1971 Census 
count as quickly as possible after the completicn of enumeration 'whi<h has imllell€d us to compile and 
present this booklet of provisional population figures. 

Figures at a glance 

The total population of Gujarat, as revealed during the Census 'of 1971 is 26,660,929. Out of this, tbe 
male population is 13,771,613 and the female population is 12,889,316. 

The population of Gujarat during the 1961 Census was 20,633,350. The growth of population during the 
period from 1961 to 1971 works out to 29.21%. This gives a density of 136 persons per sq. lan. The density 
of population during 1961 Census was 105 persons per sq. km. The sex ratio, as revealed during 1971 
Census, is 936 females per 1000 males. The corresponding ratio during the 1961 Census was 940 females 
per 1000 males. The literacy rate during 1971 Census works out to 35.70%; the male literacy percentage 
being 46.10 and the female literacy percentage being 24.59. Percentage of literates to the total population 
during 1961 Census was 30.45; the percentage of males being 41.13 and that of females being 19.10. 

During the period from 1961-71 the growth of population has risen from 26.88% to 29.21%. The 
density of population has risen from 105 per sq. kIn. to 136 per sq. km. The sex ratio has declined from 
940 females per 1000 males to 936 females per 1000 male8. The literacy rate has grown from 30.4!5% to 
35.70%. 

Table I 

The projected population of Gujarat for 1971 CenslU! Wall estimated at 27,310,867. The actual population. 
however, came to 26,660,929. Against the average sex ratio of 936 females per 1000 males, Kutch District is a. 
notable exception. The ratio of females per 1000 males in this district is 1018. 

The same phenomenon was noticed during 1961 Census where the ratio of females per 1000 males in 
this district was recorded at 1041. The second highest ratio of females per 1000 males is found in Bulsar 
District where it stands at 998 per 1000 males during 1971 Census. During 1961 Census also this District. 
recorded a ratio of 1018 females per 1000 males. . 
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The Districts of Ahmedabad and Kaira. on the other hand have recorded the ratio of females per 
1000 males at 867 and 895 respectively. These two districts have recorded a similar phenomenon during 
1961 Census also, the number of females per thousand males being 857 and 902 respectively. 

The highest density of population is recorded in Kaira District at 340 persons per sq. km., and the 
second highest is recorded in Ahmedabad being 334 persons per sq. km. The lowest density is recorded in 
Kutch at 19 persons per sq. km. The next higher density is recorded inDangs and Jamnagar districts being 
56 and 79 persons per sq. km. The density of population of Kaira, Ahmedabad, Jamnagar, Dangs, and Kutch 
Districts during 1961 Census was 275, 245, 59, 43 and 15 respectively. 

Besides Gandhinagar District, the highest growth in population has been recorded in Ahmedabad District 
at 36.38%. The next highest is Surat where the growth is 35.65% while at Rajkot it is 34.18%. The lowest 
growth is recorded in Kutch District at 21.99%. The second lowest being Kaira at 23.51 %. Durin~ 1961 
Census, however, the highest growth rate was recorded in Dangs District at 51.~6%. This has fallen down 
during 1971 Census to 31.68%. The second highest growth rate noticed during 1961 Census was in Jamnagar 
at 34.29%. This has remained practically the same during 1971 Census where it standS at 34.16%. S{tbar­
kantha District has recorded the growth of population during 1961 Census at 34.29%. ;rhis has come down 
during 1971 Census to 29.20%. Ahmedabad District has, however, recorded a rise of about 4% during 1971 
Census raising i~s growt~ from 3~.55% h? 36.38%. Next to Gandhinagar District, Surat Distric,t has, however, 
recorded the hIghest nse and It has mcreased from 25.72% to 35.65%. The growth rate or·. Panchmahals 
District has fallen from 29.85% in 1961 to 25.69% in 1971. The growth of Rajkot has increased from 
29.94% in 1961 to 34.18% ~n 1971. Mehsana District has recorded a rise in the gro,vth rate f~om 21.63% 
to 28.06%. 

Table II 

The decadal variation in population since 1901 reveals the highest variation during the perrod 1961 to 
197"1. The lowest was, however, recorded during the period 1911 to 1921 when it stood at 3.79%. Besides 
the new capital of tl;te State, Gandhinagar, the highest growth recorded in 1971 Census is in Ahmedabad 
District where it stands at 36.38%; the second highest is Surat at 35.65%. The Districts of Jamnagar and 
Rajkot have recorded growth at 34.16% and 34·.18% respectively. The lowest growth has, however, occurred 
in Kutch District where it stands at 21.99%, the next higher being Kaira at 23.51% after which comes 
Broach at '24%. 

Table III 

There were six cities with a population of over one lakh during 1961 Census. One more addition to 
this list is that of Nadiad, the pouplation of which now stands at 107,908 during 1971 Census. 

The highest percentage of increase over 1961 Census is recorded in Surat City at 63.64. Baroda City 
has recorded a percentage increase of 56.59 over 1961 population while Rajkot has recorded an increase of 
53.44% during the same period. The lowest increase is, however, noticed in case of Bhavnagar City at 
28.21%. 

The increase in population in Ahmedabad City is only 38.13%. The percentage increase of Surat City 
seems to be phenomenal. Baroda and Rajkot are following close to the heels. 

Table IV 

The percentage of literates to the total population during 1961 Census was 30.45. It has gone upto 
35.70% during 1971 Census. The percentage of literates among males and females is 46.10 and 24.59 res­
pectively. \ The highest percentage of literacy is recorded in the dis~ricts of Ahmedabad, Kaira, Gandhinagar, 
Baroda, Surat and Rajkot being 48.75%, 42.01%, 41.87%, 40.67%, 39.23%, and 39.23% respectively. The 
lowest literacy percentage is, however, recorded in Dangs at 14.38, the next higher being Banaskantha at 
15.68%. The tribal districts of Panchmahals and Sabarkantha have revealed the percentage at 22.89 and 
30.92. Kutch District, however, presents a better figure of 29.41% as compared to 1961. 
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1971 Census 
(Provisional Figures) 

Statement showing a comparative picture of the population of States of India 

India/Statcs and U~ion 
,Territories 

India 

StatM : 

Andhra. Pradesh 

Aseam 

Bihar 

Gujarat 

Haryana 

Himachal Pradesh 

Jamu and Kashmir 

Kerala 

Madhya Pradesh 

Maharashtra. 

Mysol'e 

Nagala.nd 

'Orissa 

Ponjab 

Rajasthan 

'rami! Nadu 

"Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 

1 

.,. 

:Union TerHtories dI Other Areaa 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands * 
.aha.ndigarh 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

Delhi 

Goa, Daman & Diu 

L. M. & A. Islands 

Manipur 

Meghalaya 

N. E. F. A. 

Pondioherry 

·Tripura. 

Population 
in 1961 

2 

439,072,582 

35.983.447 

11,127,939 

46,455,610 

20,633,350 

7,590,543 

2,812,463 

3,560,976 

16,903,715 

32,372,408 

39,553,718 

23,586,772 

369,200 

17,548,846 

1l,135,069 

20,155,602 

33,686,953 

73,746,401 

34,926,279 

63,548 

119,881 

57,963 

2,658,612 

626,667 

24,108 

780,037 

744,833 

336,558 

369,079 

1,142,005 

Totsl Popul8.tion 

Popnla.tiou 
Rank in 1971 

4 

~4 

2 

9 

15 

17 

16 

12 

7 

3 

8 

23 

11 

13 

10 

f} 

1 

5 

27 

26 

28 

18 

22 

29 

20 

21 

25 

24 

19 

3 

546,955,945 

43,394,951 

14,857,314 

51>,387,296 

26,600.929 

9,971,165 

3,424,332 

4,615,176 

21,280,397 

4.1,449,729 

50,295,081 

29,224,046 

515,561 

21,934,827 

13,472,972 

25,724,142 

41,103,125 

88,299,453 

44,440,095 

115,090 

256,979 

74,165 

4,044,338 

857,180 

31,798 

1,069,555 

983,336 

444,744 

471,347 

1,556,822 

* Exoluding Jawar &; Sentillal 

Rank 

5 

13 

2 

9 

15 

18 

16 

12 

6 

3 

8 

%3 

II 

14 

10 

7 

I 

4 

27 

26 

28 

17 

22 

29 

20 

21 

25 

24 

19 

Decennial Growth 
Rates percentage 

1951-61 

4 

+ 21.64. 

+ 15.65 

+ 35.06 

+ 19.77 

+ 26.88 

+ 33.79 

+ 17.87 

+ 9.44 

+ 24.76 

+ 24.17 

+ 23.60 

+ 21.57 

+ 14.07 

+ 19.82 

+ 21.56 

+ 26.20 

+ 11.85 

+ 16.66 

+ 32.80 

+105.19 

+394.13 

+ 39.56 

+ 52.44 

+ 5.14 

+ 14.61 

+ 31>'04 

+ 25.97 

+ 16.34 

+ 78.71 

1961-71 

5 

+ 24.57 

+ 20.60 

+ 33.51 

+ 21.38 

+ 29.21 

+ 31.36 

+ 21.76 

+ 29.60 

+ 25.89 

+ 28.04 

+ 27.16 

+ 23.90 

+ 39.64 

+ 24.99 

+ 21.00 

+ 27.63 

+ 22.01 

+ 19.73 

+ 27.24 

+ 81.11 

+114.36 

+ 27.95 

+ 52.12 

+ 36.78 

+ 31.90 

+ 37.12 

+ 32.02 

+ 32.14 

+ 27.71 

+ 36.3'2 

Density of 
population 

1971 
(per 

Km.2) 
6 

182 

_157 

149 

324 

136 

225 

62 

548 

93 

163 

152 

31 

141 

268 

75 

316 

300 

507 

14 

2,254 

151 

2.723 

225 

994 

48 

44 

982 

149 



CHART SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE 

POPULATION SIZE OF THE DISTRICTS j 

GUJARAT 
(1971 CENSUS -PROVISIONAL) 
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197t Census 
rovisional Figures) 

TABLE-I 

Distribution of population, sex ratio, growth, rate and density of population by Districts 

PopUlation 1971 Sex Ratio i. e. feamies Density of Popu- Decennial growth rate 
State[ District Plr 1,000 males lation per .Km2 of population 

, Persons Males Females '961 1971 1961 1971 I 951004JI 1961-71 

I 2 :I 4 ¥5 6 7 8 9 10 

-i1uj~rai ..• 26,660,929 13,771,613 12,889,316 940 936 105 136 + 26.88 + 29.21 

.Jamnagilr ... 1,111,376 571,352 ,540,024 952 945 59 79 + 34.29 + 34.16 

Rajkot ... 1,621,578 832,226 789,352 963 948 108 145 + 29.94 + 34.18 
'c 

.Surenrlrana.gar ... 845,919 435,472 410,447 943 943 63 81 + 30.97 + 27.58 

Ehavnagar ... ':\ ~,405,664 722,106 683,558 938 947 100 126 + 26.40 + 25.57 

Amreli ." \ 847,912 433,298 414.614 961 957 99 12.> + 24.01 + 26.97 

Junagadh !l,01f4,169 852,682 801,487 9;'52 940 117 156 + 26.13 + 32.80 
I, ' 

Kutch 
\ 849,,"' 

420,958 428,599 1,()41 1,018 15 19 + 22.70 + 21.99 

Banasl}antha • ,265,257 651,SOl 613,456 946 941 78 100 + 28.72 + 27.02 

'Sa barka'ntha t,186,.~3 604,034 582,799 954 965 124 161 + 34.29 + 29.20 

.:Hemana 2,091/129 ' 1,065,621 1,~25,508 969 962 181 232 + 21.63 + 28.06 

-Gq.ndhinagar 2()O.581 104,019 96,562 961 928 211 309 + 14.51 + 46.34 

.Ah~edaba.d 2p5,2~3 J' 1,555;995 1,349,238 857 867 245 334 + 32.55 + 36.38 

Kaira 2.442.44~ 1,288,862 1,158,584 902 895 275 340 + 22.64 + 23.51 

PancIDna.ha.1e 1,846jf80 949,418 896,862 936 945 166 208 + 29.85 + 25.69 

Ba.roda 1,976,196 1,038,269 937,927 907 903 196 254 + 26.02 + 29.39 

BroaClh 1,106,076 567,067 539,OQ9 947 951 99 122 + 24.31 + 24.00 

'tiurat 1,782,148 915,236 866,912 968 947 170 230 + 25.72 + 35.65 

"Bulsar 1,428,334 714,774 713,560 1,018 998 217 273 + 21.38 + 25.53 

Dangs 94,241 48,423 45,818 913 946 43 56 + 51.36 + 31.68 
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1971 Cans_ 

TABLE-H 
(Fiovisional Figures) 

Decadal variation in population linee 1901 

Peroentage Decada.1 Variation in population 
StateJDistri~ --

1901-11 1911-21 1921-31 1931-41 .. 1941-51 1951-61 1961-71 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Gujarat + 7.79 + 3.79 + 12.92 + 19.25 + 18.69 + 26.88 + 29.,21 

Jam"agar + 2.12 + 0.01 + 18.31 + 21. 71 + 19.13 + 34.?9 + 34.16-

Rajkot + 17.92 0.65 + 15.73 + 17.83 + 16.27 + 29.~ + 34.18 

SJfenrll'ul;agar + 12.39 + 2.12 + 9.92 + 12.32 + 17.99 + 30'197 j- 27.5S" 

Bhavnagar + 7.83 1.85 + 14.13 + 21.68 + ,15.88 + 26J40 j- 25.57', 
,I 

l- 26.97 Amreli + 7.57 0.47 + 14.40 + 20.57 + 14.78 + 24.01 

Junagadh + 10,68 + 7.90 + 18.13 + 26.24 + 13.66 + 20.13 + 32.80-
, '\ 

Kutch + 5.21 5.63 + 7.42 - 2.42 + 11. 76 + 22.70 + 21.'99 

Banaskantha 4.26 + 5.36 + 8.27 + 14.96 + 26.90 + 2~.72 + 27.02' 

Sabarkantha + 13.32 + 10.23 + 18.69 + 17.15 + 10.39 + 34.29 + 29.20\ 

Mehsana 0.37 + 8.22 + ]0.64 + 13.38 + 19.08 + 21.63 + 28.06 

Gan(lhinagar + 2.38 + 7.50 +- 10.81 + 26. 161 + 24.39 +- 14.51 + 46.34 

Ahmedabad + 5.20 + 6.80 + 10.98 + 38.70 + 28.66 + 32.55 + 36.38 

Kaira 2.00 + 1.57 + 8.79 + 18.97 + 20.66 + 22.64 + 23.51 

PItD chm!\.hals + 29.29 + Itl.35 + 19.01 + 15.06 + 19.55 + 29.85 + 25.69 

Bare,;a + .18.05 + 8.32 + 16.38 + 19.02 + 15.92 + 26.02 + 29.39 

Broach + 14.60 + 1.53 + 13.33 + 19.41 + 10.40 + 24.31 + 24.00 

Surat + 6.94 + 0.38 .+ 9.94 + 20.6il + 18.66 + 25.72 + 35.65 

Buisar + 6.94 + 0.38 + 9.94 + 20.64 + 18.66 + 21.38, + 25.53 

Dang'" + 57.78 - 16.54 + 38.74 + 20.13 + 17.51 + 51.36 . + 31.68 
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