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FIGURES AT A GLANCE 

CENSUS OF INGIA 1981 PiiCV ISIONAL PGPlilin ION TCT'o.LS 

UNION TERRITORY OF PONLILHERRY 

(i) Pop~13tion Psr:30(1S 
1"113188 
Females 

(ii) Decennial population growth 
, 1971-81 

(8) Al!.;solute 

(b) P8:,:'centaG2 

(iii) Oensit~ of population 

\ 

(iv) Sex ratio 

(v) Literacy r2te 
(Percentage) 

Perscns 
Males 
Fem8les 

1 

004, l36 
304,342 
299,794 

- 132,1;29 

28.07 

1~228 per Sq.km. 

9A5 females per 
1\000 males 

54 • L=~ 
64.00 
44.30 





PROV!~IDNAl POPUl~TION TOTALS 

1981 CENSUS 

RANKING or STATES AND UNION TERRI­
TOR Its BY POPULATI0N SIZE 

....... --------.. ...--..... --...... ---._.-......... --------..• ------~----------...... ----
I n diAls t~, telUT,8 Tota 1 po pula t ';_0n Rank 

I " 2 :3 ---- ... -------.. ---------.. --.---... ------------~----------- ------------...... , 

I N 0 I A 

States --, 
1 •. A'(1 d,hfp Pre de at'! 
;;.~ A.~~.i;H;,/'· 
3., s'ihar' 
4. GU1~rat 
5" Haryana 
5. Him~chal Pradash 
7. JamlT\u:& Kashmir* 
8. Karn'lltaka ' 
9, Kerah 

10. Madhya ·Pradesh 
11. Mahatashtra' 
12. Manipur' 
13 •. Meghalr,aya 
14. Nagaland 
15. Oriss:.a 
16. Punjab 
17. Rajastl:1an 
18. Sikkim 
19<! Tamil Nadu 
20. Tripura 
21. uttar Pradesh 
22. Uest Bengal 

Union Territories 

1. A & N Islands 
'2. Arunachal Pradesh 
3. Chandigarh 
4 .• 0 & N Haveli 
5. Delhi 
6, .. Goa.' Daman· & Diu 
'r.. Laksna weep 
B, .. ,Mi'zoram 
9... PondichSI-'ty 

*PFojedted figures. 

5~,403t619 
i 9 f; 9"0'2 t 81 i 
69,82:5,1911' 
33,96,0,905 
12,850,,902 
4,237,569 
5.981,600 

37,04:5,451 
25,40~,217 
52,131,717 
62,693,898 
1,433,691 
',327,874 

773~281 
26,272,0.54 
16,569:,755 
34,102.,912 

315,682 
48,297,456 

2,0.60,189 
110.,858,019 

54,485,560. 

188,254 
628,8SD 
450,0.61 

" 103,677 
6,'196'1 414 
'1 ,:082~ 1 HI 

40.,,£37 
'I ·487" 7.74 

. ;60.4,136 
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STATEMENT SHOW INC COi1PI-lhk T rVE 
PICTURE OF THE POPULATION 

(1981 Census - Provisional Figures) 
__ ~_~~~~r _. _________ ._~ __ ~ ____ ~ _____ ~ ____ ~~ ____ ~_~ __ ~ ________ ~_ 

state/ _ 
District 

Total Population 

1971 1981 

Decennial growth Density of 
.ates(Qercentag,) population 
1961-71 1971-8 t~~1- Km2) 

-----------~--~--------~------~--------~-~-~-~---~----~~-.-~~~--~ 1 (2) (·3) (4) (5) (6) 
-----.... -------------_.-------... ------... _-----------_ .... _-----------.,._-........... 
PondicAetry 

471~7tl7 604,136 27.81 . 28.07 1,228 Union Territory 

1 • Pondicherry 34'0,240 444,130 31.59 30.53 1,516 

2. Karaik~l 100,042 11-9,978 19.10 19.93 750 

3. Mahe 23,134 28,401 18.73 22.77 3,1.56 

4. Yanam 8,291 11,627 17.90 40.24 388 
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CHART SHOWING THE COMPARP\TIVE 

POPULATION SIZE OFTHE AREAS 

PO N.D J C HER R Y U. T. 

(/98} Census - Pr·ov1siona! ) 

L Lr 4. ) 130 
l-- P13. 5.2 Yo 

,,____'~ 

" " 

PONDle H ER~~'f 

-------__ J 
11 
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CENSUS 1981 

BACKGROUND NOTE 

The Indian census is a "Vast administrative and field operation. 
It re(luires the coopera.tion and oollabora.tion between citizens and army 
of enumeration personnel. In general, the term 'census' refers to popula­
tion count conduoted under the authority of Government of India with a 
fixed point of time as referenGe date, Census is conducted once i.n 10 yearg. 

,], 'rhe first census W;l,9 conduoted in our country ill ltl72. The 
Erst soientiiically conducted census in the Union Territory of Pondicherry 
aHer merger with Indian Union was in 1961. 

S. The Union 'ferritory of Pondioherry comprises of !f districts 
viI: , Pondicherry rl.nd Karaikal adjacent to Tamilnadu, Mabe near 
Kerala and Yallam Dear Andhra Pradesh. 

4. There was no inter-censal office in this Union Territory. 
Hence, a Directorate of Census Operations was set up at Pondicherry on 
~8-6-1979. 

6. A preliminary bouselisting assessment for the conduct of 
population count was undertaken in July-August 1980. The p)pnlation 
of this Union Territory aocording to this houseiisting count was 
583,661 as against 471.707 during 1971. The provisional pOpulMion 
after the individual count work:: out to 604,136 ana this agreed with 
our expectation in ,January 81 of about 600,OOQ. The difference between 
the houseJisting and actnal count provisional figures is due to incroase 
in 6 months and inolusion of housoJes8 personnel figures. It was ensur~d 
that there was no lack of coverage in any area. 

6. The field work in the Union Territory was under the charge 
of Municipal Uommissioneril. Deputy Collectors, Administrators and 
Revenue Officers who were R,ppointed as District Census Officers I City 
Census Officers. The Revenue officials/Deputy Tahsildars were appoint· 
ed to function under them as Oharge Officers. The brunt of the opera­
tions fell on the shoulders of enurnera.t,ors and supervisors who were 
largely drawn from teachers of the Direotorate of Education. More than 
1.000 personnel were employed in tbis massive operation. The officers of 
the Burea.u of Eoonomics and Statistics were appointed as Additional 
District Oensus Officers to supervise the canvassing/processing of enter­
priee lists. 



7. Extensive tra.ining classes were conducted for all thole oon­
nected , .. ith census job followed by field demonshration so as to enable 
them to acquaint with the work. 

8. The actual census count wa.s conducted during 9th-28th 
Feb. 1981 with sunrise of 1st Maroh 1981 as reference time. The house .. 
lesB were counted on the night of 28th Feb. 1981 with revisional round 
during 1st -5th Ma.rch 1981' 

!). Elaborate pUblicity measures were taken by exhibition of 
films. insertion of slides. displa.y of wall-posters, relea.se of talk/sloga.ns 
over All India Radio, tom-tom etc. to make the people C0n30iOU9 about 
the conduct of the head count. 

10. The :.a8~h February 1981 was declared as a dry day in this 
Union Territory; late cinema shows were prohibited to enable easy 
count of the houseless population. 

11. The schedules which were canvaased during'the individual 
count were: 

i) Househo ld sehedu Ie; 

ii) a) Individual slip (universal) and 

b) Individual slip (sample). 
While the hou3ehold schedule collected particulars about each household 
like language spoken. predominant construction materials of the house, 
facilities available etc., the individual slips oovered details about each 
person. The individual slip (sample) also is canvassed throughout the 
Union Territory and the word 'sample' has no signifioanoe in so far as 
this Union Territory is ooncerned. The specimens of individual slips are 
exhibited at pages 39 - 41 in the booklet for information 

12. The entire opera~ions were oonduoted in a very satisfactury 
manner with the unstinted co-operation of all the ·offioers and staff 
engaged for this purpose. There was no oocasion to resort to the penal 
provisions of the Census Act, 1948, thanks to the enthusiasm and sense 
of duty shown by the enumera.tion staff as well as the co-operation of 
the publio for the suooess of this national task. 
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CENSUS 19.81 

ANALYSIS OF RESULTS 

Preamble: 

The Union Territory of Pondicherr¥ which comprises of four districts 
viz. Pondicherry, Karaikal. Mahe and Yanam has no cbange in the 
jurisdiction since the last census. 

2. Area figures: 

The area figures adopted during 1971 census were 480, 290, 161, 9 and 
.20 sq" kms. while during 1981 as per Central StatistiBal Organisation, the 
same are taken as 492,293, 160, 9 and 30 sq. kms. for the Union Territory. 
Pondicherry area, Karaikal area, Mahe area and Yanam area respectiYely. 

3. pbsition of Pondicherr4 Union Territof4: 

With India's provisional population as 683,810,051 during 1981 
census, the Union Territorv of Pondicherry with Its population of 604,136 
accounts for 0.09% of the country's figure and ranks 25th among the 
existing 31 states and Union Territories. It is 4'h In population size 
among the 9 Union Territories. During 1971, the Union Territory 
accounted for 0.09% of Jndia's population and ranked 24th among the theo 
existing 29 states and Union Territories. 

4. Decennial g"'owth rate: 

The population growth rate is 28'07% for the decade 1971-1981 as 
opposed to 27.81% during the earlier decade. While the growth rates in 
Pondicherry, Kardikal and Mahe closely compare with the previous 
decade's growth rates, the growth in Yanarn area works out to 40.24% as 
opposed to 17.90% of the last decade aod current Union Territory's 
average of 28.0n~. This is attributed to heavy migration in that area. 

5. Sex ratio: 

The sex ratio has declined In all the areas with its flaure put at 985 as 
against 989 during the last census for the Union Territory as a whole. h 
bas registered a steep decrease from 1,024 to 974 during las' census in 
Yanam. It may be mentioned that during last census the decline was only 
confined to Pondicherry area while in other areas, females outnumbered 
males. 



6. Dens;t\f of population: 

A study of density of population will no' prove correct in as 
much as the area figures adopted durin~ the curren' census were 
different from those adopted during 1971 census. However, it may be 
mentioned that the concentration of population is heavy in all areas 
with the union territory's figure put at 1228 per sq. km during the 
current census as agaInst 983 per sq. km during the Jast census. 

7. literac4 rate: 

Education of public should have precedence over other factors. 
The Union Territory of Pondicherry satisfies this criterian. 54.23% 
of population are literates 8S against 46.02% in 1971. The rate of male 
literacy has increased by 6.71% and female literacy by 9.68% as against 
4.17~ and 7.40% during 1971, which proves that the trend of increase 
in female literacy continues. Among the various districts, Karaikal 
bas registered an increase of 9.46'10 in literacy rate (from 45.05% in 
1971 to 54.51% in 198t) as against the Union Territory' rate of 8,21/~' 
All other areas are below the Union Territory rate. 

8. Cities over 1 lakh population: 

The two towns of Pondicherry and Mudaliarpet together with two 
rural villages of Mudaliarpet Commune in 1971 census were merged 
into a single Pondicherry city. The population is 162,697 as against 
134,222 during 1971. The increase tn Population is 21.21% as agai··'t 
the Union Territory growth of 28.07%. 

The sex ratio works out to 991 females for every 1000 males as 
against the union territory figure of 98,. The literacy rate is 63.60% 
as against the Union Territory rate of 54.23%. Being a city, this has 
registered higher literacy rates as compared to Union territory rate 
and area rate. 

28 
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CENS us OF INO IA 19'81 INDIVIDUAL SLIP 
(Univorsal) 

CONF !DENT IA L 
Pad No., , 

Location Code •••••.. . ( )SLNo 

- - - - - - - - - -
1. N a me •• '" • I.i ....... . 

2. Relationship to head. ,*'.!_6' •• , ... ••• 

f • • 
•• 0 ........ ~, .•••••• .II .. " c ••• ,. • 

Slip No, ......• 
of HouseholdL: :1 

· .. 
8 R8~igion ••••••. ,' ••••••• 

. . ' ... . ... . . . . . . . .. 
.. " .... 

3. Male (1 )/F amaIa 

4. "ge. . . • 

(2 ) 

, .. 
__ L:J 9 t,lhetherSC(1)orST(2)~ 
--'~-7 1 D. Name of caste/tribe 

"-------i-\ --J 
.. ! 

S. 

6. 

7. 

Mar ital status •• ', •. 
• .. 411 .... . ... . . . ... . .. , 

Mother tongue ••..• .. .. flo - , .. 

: : ; . . '. ..................... ,., . ., . 
Two other la,nquages known 

..... ".. ... ........ ~ ........ 

• · , · · . · . " . . . , . · ... . .. .. .... _., ,~~ ... 
: : : : : · . .. . . 

........... \ .......... ~. • ......... I • I. ~ • ". I 

-------
Yes 

. .., ... ~ ...... 
.... . . . ' .. "." .. ~ 

11, Litera~8(1)/ L::7 
Illit8r~te (2) 

12 Educational attainment. 

.. . ~ ........ ., 
: : . . ... .. 

,.~",.".o: .. 
13 Attendin9 ~chnol/collp,qe. 

Yes(lJ/No(2) " c:::.J 

14A 

148 

Worked any time 8t all last year? No(H/Sr/O!R!S/r/O) 

If yes in 14A. did you work for major part of 
last Y8ar? Yss(1)/No(2)_ . 

· . · . 

15A M · t,·t 1 t ? ,Yes in 148(C AL HHI 
aln ae lV~ y as year, No in 148 H ST 0 

(iV HHI/OIJ in 15A. 
Name of establlshment •..... < 

(ii)Oescription of work •..•. 

(iii) N~ture of industry, trade or service. 

(iv) Class of worker •• 

• • til , ... 

.. . .. 
· · · . .. . , 

.. ..".. til. .. <t • ", • · .. . 
• ......... " ,., .4J 

.. " •• .., ..... til •• 

: : 
• •• til 
~ ... , .. ' ., 

,. ".> • ., • 
· · . ," 

158 148 Yes--Any other wDrk _a.lliLJ:J,_me last year?Ves{C/AL/HHI!OIJYNo.·.·: 
148 No--lJork done any time last year?(C!A L!HH I/otJ) : : ,., 

If HHI/olJ in 158 
(i) Nam~ of establishment. 

: : · . .. (ii)Oescription af work •. , _ ... 
• ...... ~ .... f. ........... ~,. ..... , •• 

(iii)Nature of industry, trade o~ service 

• .; .,. ' .• ., .... til • oS 

(iv) Class of worker. 

'I. .. f.. . ....... . 

...... of" .. 

: : :: 
:, ~ : · . ~ .. " · . · . · . .. , til fI 

16 If No in 14A or 148, seeking/available for work?Yes(1)/No(2) •.. 





CENSUS OF INO IA 1 q81 HJIlIV IDUAL SLIP 
(S::J.molg) 

CONF IOENT IA L 

1. Birth gl2c8 5 F or ~lJ.....@vr.Jr-mqrr iG d women orily 

(a) Place of birth. 

(b) Rural (l)/Urban(f).·.·, , c::J' 
: : : \ 

(c) District •••• 

(d) Stato/Country 

2. Last rosidence __ ... o_.-..~_· __ _ 

(a) Place of last r~sidence. 
(b )_Rural (1 )/Urban (2) .D 
(c) District •. 

(d) Stab/Country., ••. ,' 

. . ". , 

... 

. . .. 
" . . . . . 

-L 7 
(b) Numb~r of childron surviving 

qt. O1'r3 se nt 

n Total C! 

(c) Nu~bqr of children Bver 
born a 1 lve 

Male 0 Famah 0 T1)tal D 

6 . f_o..L.f.!:l.F r :~~tJ1y_m~?_r...r.l.£.f!. 
l!.Q_f1J£!1._9_n1.Y. 

4. Duration of residence at the 
-. 1I illa..9£.. or -t_oj;Jn _9f'- / / 

gnumention • " 

Any child born aliVe 
during last one year J:t 

' .. 
* Employm8nt (1) Education (2) Family movgd (3) MArrlaq8 (4)Others(S) 

41 








