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FIGURES AT A GLANCE

CENSUS OF INDIA 1981

PROVISIONAL POPULATION TOTALS

Population of Mizoram ... ... Total ... 4,871,774
Males ... 2,51,988
Females .. 2,35,786

Decennial Population Growth 1971 —198i

(I) Absolute ... 1,55,384
(2) Percentage ... 46.75
Density of Population ... 23 per sq. km.
Sex Ratio 936 Females per
1000 Males
Literacy Rate Total 59.50
Males 65.99

Females 52.%6






STATEMENT SHOWING A COMPARATIVE PICTURE OF STATE/UNION TERRITORIES

1981 Census

{Provisional Figures)

State/Union Territories Population Rank in Sex Percent-
popula- Ratio age of
Persons Males Femwales tion literates
I 2 3 4 5 6 7
INDIA 683,810,051 353,347,249 330,462.802 935 3480
States
1. Andhra Pradesh 53,403,619 27,035,531 26,368,088 5 975 29.94
2. Assam* 19,902,926 10,472,712 9,430,114 13 900 N.A.
3. Bihar 69,823,154 35,865,467 33,957,687 2 947 26.01
4, Gujaras 33,960,905 17,484,640 16,476,365 10 942 43.75
5. WHaryana 12,850,902 6,546,153 6,004,749 15 877 35.84
6. Himaobal Pradesh 4,237,569 2,131,312 2,106,257 18 988 41.94
7. Jammu & Kashmir* 5,981,600 3,062,200 2,919,400 17 053 N.A.
8. Karonataka 37,043,451 158,869,494 18,173,957 8 963 38.41
9, Kerala 25,403,217 12,387,061 12,915,256 12 1,034 69.17
10. Madhya Pradesh 52,131,717 26,856,752 25,274,965 6 941 27.82
11. Mabarashtra 62,693,808 32,341,115 30,352,783 3 939 47.37
12. Maoipur 1,233.691 727,108 706,583 20 972 41.99
13. Meghalaya 1,327,874 678,883 648,991 21 956 33.22
14. Nagalaod 773,281 414,231 339,050 23 867 41.99
15. Orissa 96,272,054 13,253,523 13,018,531 81 989 34.12
16. Ponjab 16,669,755 8,810,234 7.829,5621 14 886 40.74
17. Rajastban 34,102,012 17,749,282 16,353,630 Y 921 24.05
18. Sikkim 315,682 171,959 143,723 28 836 33.83
19. Tamil Nadua 48,297,456 24,420,228 23,877,228 7 978 45.78
20, Tripora 2,060,189 1,057,714 1,002,475 19 948 41,58
2i. Utiar Pradesh 110,858,019 58,780,640 52,077,379 1 886 27.38
22, Waest Bengal 54,485,560 28,505,151 25,980.409 4 911 40.88
Union Territories
1. A & N Islands 158,254 106,889 81.365 29 761 51.27
2, Aruonachal Pradesh 628,050 335,941 292,109 24 870 20.09
3. Chandigarh 450,061 254,208 195,853 97 770 64.68
4. D & N Haveli 103,677 52,614 51,163 30 974 26,60
5. Delhi 6,106,414 3,422,550 2,773,864 16 810 61.06
6. Goa, Daman & Din 1,082,117 546,260 636,857 22 981 56.86
7. Lakshadweep 40,237 20,367 19,870 3 97/ 54,72
8. Mizoram 4,87,774 251,988 235,786 26 936 59,50
9, Pondicherry 604,136 304,342 299,794 25 985 54,923

* Projected figures
N,A. — Not available.
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4 MIZORAM
CHART SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE
POPULATION SIZE OF THE DISTRICTS
(1981 CENSUS-PROVISIONAL)

487,774
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CENSUS 198}
BACKGROUND NOTE

For the first time in the history of Mizoram, a separate Directorate of (Census Operations
was set up in the month of June 1979, ioitially with the appointment of a Director by Govern-
ment of India. Thereafter, with the help of the Economics and Statistics Deparbménl;, the pre-
liminary works coonected with organisiog of the new Census Directorate started in a portion
of the Statistios Directorate itself. From there, the Census Directorate shifted to its present
accomwodation at Chaodmary in a private residence taken oo hire.

The various staff both ministerial and field were recruited some time in the month of Sep-
tember 1979 and the regnisite staff as saoctioned by the Registrar General of India, was in
position fully some time in November 1979. Thus the preparatory works for the 1981 Census
could be started ip right earpest only in the latter part of 1979.

Tbe first requirement for conduecting decennial population Census being to clearly identify
the administrative units for which the data would be compiled and presented, the upto-date
village lists and towns had to be finalised in the first instance. Since such upto-dote lists were
not available with the District and Subdivisional administrations for the purpose of Census,
we bad to take the help of the Village Couneils and District Councls in locating all the exis-
ting villages and listing them accordiogly. Morvover, the ‘upto-date ‘maps of the District, S8ub-
division and Community Development Block had to be prepared ourselves with the assistance
of the State Government and the local officers, Once the administrative unit were clearly
identified, the State Government was requested to ensure that no changes in the administra-
tive status of the Districts, Subdivisions and Community Development Blocks were made until
after the 1981 Cepsas- Accordingly, tbe Goverament of Mizoram issued suitable instruotions
to that effect. ‘ - '

Urban and Rural Areas

The tradition of the Tudian Ceunsus being presentation of Census data for rural aund urban
areas separately, it became pecessary to identify the urban areas ‘prior to' the commencement
of Census. 1o the 1971 Census, there were only two towns in Mizoram,: nawmely, Aizawl and
Lunglei which were treated as Urbao Areas. In the 198! Ceosus, four other places pamely
Kolasib, Champhai, Serchhip and Saiha were classified as urbaa units, each having falfilled the
conditions laid down for an urban unit.

The definition of an urban unit at the 1981 Census was as follows — :

" (a) Al places with a Mumclpaht.y, Corporatlon, Cantonmens board or motified town area
committee, ete,

{(b) All other places which satisfied bhe followmg criteria :—

‘(i) A minimum population of 5000
(i} At leass 75 percent of male working populabmn engaged in non—agnculmral pur-
suits; and
-(ili) - A density of populatioo of at least 400 per sq. km, (l 000 per sq wile.)
The 19581 Cetsus thus accounted for 6 towns or urban areas.
The district—wise dlsbrlbumon of t.owns and villages is as follows :—-

- Vlllages ‘Towns
1. Aizawl Dist‘.rict. B : S ’ T 401 4
2.  Lnoglei District - SIS o TR 168 ¢

1
3. Chbimtuipui District =~ i k- I L
N “Total : 737 6




Census Charge Officers

At the pational level, conductiog of the decenmizl population Censuses iz the responsibility
of the Ministry of Home Affairs and for this purpose the Registrar General and Census Com-
missioner of India is the bighest field officer. At the State and Ubion Territory level, Direc-
tors of Census Operations are responstble for the conduct of Census Operations in the respec—
tive States and Union Territories under the overall directions of the Registrar General of India.
The Census Operations at the State and Union Territorjf level are conduoted with the active
co-operation of the State or Union Territory Government and the eatire State machinery had
to be geared up for the gigantie operaticns.

The Census Act of 1948 (Aot 37 of 1948) a Central legislation passed by Parliament of In-
dia vests enough power in the Central and State Goveraoment to requisition the services of
their employees for Ceasus works., Tae Deputy Commissioners were designated as Principal
Census Officers 1n their respective districts and the Subdivisional Officers as Subdivisional Cea-
sus Officers fn their respective Subdivisions. Sesmior Officers like Additional DUs were made
District Census Officers and the Assistaats to DCs as Assistaat District Census Officers to as-
sist the DCs in the massive operatious,

Al the Community Development Blocks in Mizoram were made Census Charges aod the
' copcerned Block Development Officers desigoated as Charge Officers. There were altogether 29
Cepsus Charges in the whole of Mizoram which includes 9 Urbas Charges.

v For the purpose of eaumaratiog the noa-combatant category of defeace parsongnel, as ma-
ny as 21 Bpecial Charges had to be ereated aovd switable Charge Officers appointed from
awobgst the military persocpel in consultation with the Military Censas Officers, ‘

Two phases of Census Oper;ationsv

The 1981 Censvs consisted of two phasts of Operations, pamely (1) Hougelisting and
Housenumbering Operations aad (2) Populatioa Eaurseration,

The first phase of the Operations i.e, Houselisting and Housenumbering Operations was
carried out 1o Mizoram during the month of Ootober 1980 whers two schedules, natmely, Housa-
tist and Enterprise List were cauvassed. Canvassing of the Enterprise List was in faot a part
of the Eeonomic Census which was combined with the population Censas at the instagee of
Central Statistical Organisation, Ministry of Piaoosing, Goverament of India, New Dethi,

Altogether, as many as 1105 Eoaumeration Blooks were formed in the entire Mizoram in
both phases of the Operations., Each enumeration block consisted of about 120 Households in
Urban areas and about 150 Households in Rural areas. A notional map sbowing the blook
boundaries with permanent features and land marks and a Jayout sketoh showing all the struc-
ture within the block boundaries were prepared for each eaumeration block. The field work of
the Houselisting and Housenumbering Operations was started on the st of Ooctober 1930 and
completed oo the 318t of October 1980,

In the second phase of the operations, i.r. Population Eananmeration, the same epumerasioo
b'ocks as were furmed in the first pbase of the Operations were adopted and bpo chasge was
effected either in the size of the blook or in the pnmber of Houssholds in the bloock. One E-
numeration block was allotted 1o one Keumerator upnd five Eaumerator’s blecks constitated one
Cirole which waa assigned to one Supervigor. Altogether, there were 215 . Bnpervisory Circles,
ench under a Supervisor. Approximately, some 1500 officials, mostly drawn from Primary
School Teachers were appointed as Ecumerators and abont 250 High Sohoo! Teachers and Mid-
die Eoglish Schoot Héadfnasters were also drafted as Sopervisors in most cases although there
were a'so some tield staff of the Education Directorate drafted as Supervisors.
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Census Schedules used

The following schedules were canvassed in -the Population Enumeration :—
{a) Housebold Schedule Part I & II;
(b) 1ndividueal Slip (Universal and Sample);
(¢) Degree Holder and Technical Personnel Schedules.

The Household Schedules was canvassed for each household whereas the Individual Slip, as
the name suggest, was filled in for each and every living individual. Both the Universal and
Sample parts of the Individual Slip were canvassed in Mizoram Union Territory. A Degree
Holder and Technical Persoanel Schedule which was desigaed by the Council of Scientific aond
Industrial Research, New Delbi was also filled in for every one of the graduate, post graduates,
technica! degree or diplomwa holders and those with certificates from the Industrial Training
Institntes (ITIs).

Training arrangements

Intensive training classes were organised for all the categories of the Census workers, right
from Pripcipal Census Officers to the Enumerators, in both the pbases of the Operations. At
the Distriot level, the Cbarge Officers and Supervisors were trained by the field staff from the
Directorate of Census in both the Operations lasting for two days after which the Charge Officers-
themselves arranged trainings in respect of their Charges at their respective Headquarters, The
task of training up the Supervisors and Eoumerators was left to the Charge Officers conocerned
and wherever possible the Census Directorate would involve themselves by seanding field staff.
A State level training lastiog for two days was aiso arranged which was attended by all the
Charge Officers in the Directorate of Census. Altogether, as maoy as 20 trainings were held
at various statioos at the Distriot and Charge levels which were patrooised and participated by
the staff of the Census Directorate.

The Military Censns Officers and their Charge Officers were also given intensive trainings
at the Directorate of Census Operations on two occasions lasting for two days in each case in
the second phase of the Operations.

Enumeration period

The Population Enumeration was conducted simultaneously throughout the country from the
9th of February to 28th February 1931 with the sunrise of 1st March 1931 as the reference
date. The revisional round was undertaken by all the Eoumerators and Supervisors from lst
to 5th March, 1981 with a view to bring the information as much upto-date as possible in re-
lation to the reference date and time. The Charge level provisional totals of popunlation were
compiled by the Charge Officers from the Abstracts prepared by each Enumerator and sent to
the Principal Census Officers by the 9th March 1981. The District totals were ready by the
10th March 1981 aod those of the entire Territory by the i2th March 1981,

Provisional nature of data

This paper which is the first 1981 Census publication presents data ou some basle charac-
teristics of the population of Mizoram as on st March 1981. These figures, however, are anly
the quick totals compiled from the Abstraots furnished by the Census Fauwmerators on eomple-
tion of the field operations. The figures so abstracted from the records of the pumerons eau-
merators are bound to have their own limitations and are thus purely provisional. The final
and firm figures will be available only after the Census Schedules are fully processed in the
Regiopal Tabulatioo Offiee. It is expected that in about a year's time, detailed tabalasion of
Census data for each village and town in Mizoram in the form of Primary Census Abstraoct
will be available for publication,
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS

The popuiation figures of 4,87,774 recorded in the 1981 Census signifies a considerable growth
o the decade 1971—1981. During this ten year period & net addition of 1,5:,384 has taken
placé in the Territory’s population, It would be of interest to atudy the decadal variations of
population since the beginning of the current century, The followlng table may be seen for

this purpose :—

Union - Year Persons Decade Percen- Male Female
Territory varia- tage
tion decade
‘ variation
t g 3 s 5 6 7

Mizoram 1901 82,434 _— — 39,004 43,430

1911 91,204 + 8,770 + 10.64 43,028 48 1 76

1921 98,406 + 7,202 + 790 46,652 51 754

1931 1,24,404 + 25,998 + 26.42 59,186 65,218

1941 1,52,786 + 28,382 + 22.81 A'{ 855 78, 931

1951 1,96,202 + 43,416 + 28.42 96, 136 l ,00, 066

1961 2,66,063 + 69,861 + 35.61 l 32,465 l 33,698

1971 3,32,390 + 66,327 + 24.93 1,70,824 1,61,666

1981 4,87,774 -+ 1,55.384 + 46,75 2,51,988 2,35,784

The 'l‘ernborv s total population of 487,774 is - distribited - amongst its three Distriots as

under :—
Aizawl —_— 3,40,766
Lunglei — 82,589
Chhimtuiput — 64,419

It may be interesting to note that the population of Aizawl town alone constitutes 15.57
percent of the entire popufation. The growth rate of the three Distriots duriog the 1971—1981
decade is as follows :— ~)/' RS
18,739, for Aizawl District, 32,919, for Lunglei and 56. 5‘/’% for Chhimtuipvi. These thred Dis-
tricts were created ,after ‘\Ilzoram attamed the status of Union Territory in 1972. The District
of Chhimmtuipui is the former Pawi-Laklier Region with no chasge in the bonndaries and hence
compirability is possible from the 1971 figures. The District of Lunglei was created by raising
the former Lunglei Subdivision into the status of a District without any ohaoge in the bodhda-
ries and so is the case with Aizawl District which formerly coostituted Ajzawl Subdivision
without any chatge in the boubdaries. It will be worthwliile to note the significant growth of
popiilation in Aizawl Distriet.



Urbanisation

The significant revelation of the rising population during the 1971—1981 decade is tha high
rate of urbanisation in the Territory. In 1971, there were altogether 37,759. people living in
vrban towns which then accounted for about 11.36% of the total population. In 1981, the
pumher of urban dwellers bas gone upto 1,22.765 (i.e. 1.23 lakbs) accounting for 25.179%, of the
total popuolation, The increase in the urban population is on account of two factors — firstly
the leadiog towns of Aizawl and Lunglei maintained their high rate of growth, having became
the Capital and Digtrict Headquarters, respectively and secondiy four places which. were rural
localities hitherto have now been considered as non—sbabutory urban towns in the 1981 Census
because of certain demographic t.ests like size and density of population, types of ocoupation of
male workers, availability of civie amenities ete,” These are Kolasb, Champhai, which bave
become Subdivisional Headquarters, Sercbhip, a Block Development ‘Headquarters and Baiba,
District Headquarbers In Mizoram we bave no urban Agglomerations alt.hough the concept
was mtroduced in the 1981 Census also as was done in 1971.

Sei; Ratio

The _éex ratio of bBi_s Territory continued to favour males in ‘the 1981 Census just as it was
the case in 1971 too. We bhave now 936 females for every 1000 mwales in the Territory. The
Distriot level posmon is also comsistent. In Aizaw!} District, there are 932 females for every
1000 wales. In Lunglei D:strlct, there was 943 females for every 1000 males and 948 females
in Cbhlmbulpm Distriet. Sex ratio is an indication of the ewmployment sitnation in amy parti-
cular area, as, axiom a'wauy there is a migration of Jabour force from the low-employmens
areas to the high employment areas. Thus, an area baviog sex ratio favouring males is sup-
posed to have -better employment market than an area haviog a sex ratio favouring females.

Density of Population

The density of ‘popiiation i.e. number of persons per square kilometre in the Territory
jumped. up-from 16 in-1971 to 23 ix 1981. Amongst the District, Aizawl has recorded a den-
sity - of 27 while Lunglei and Chbhimtvipni have recorded densities of 18 and 16 respectively,

Literacy

‘There . bas been an increase in the literacy percentage from 53.79 to 59, 50 .in the 1981
Census., -In fact 66 of every 100 males in our territory are now literate whlle this ratio is 53
in the case of femdles. Aizawl District has the higher rate of hteracy bemg 64.229%, compared
to that of, Lunglol ‘and Chblmtmpm which are 57.38%, and 37.269%, respectively.,

. The anpalysis.of . the : {Provisional. :Population data presented in this paper relates to only. a
few demograpbic characteristics of Mizoram population for the simple reason that go far even
the provisional figures are pot available for any other charaecteristies. A more detailed and
indepth amalysis will have to wait till the firal compilation of Census data is over or the com-

puterised tables are available.
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1981 — CENSUS

TABLE — 2 (PROVISIONAL FIGURES)

Decadal variation in Population since 1901

.mz:.m\
District Percentage decadal variation in Population
1901—1911 1911—1921 19211931 1931— 1941 19411951 1951 —1961" 1961—1971 19711981
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Mizoram 10.64 7.90 26.42 22.81 28.42 35.61 *24.93 46.75
Aizawl N.A, N.A. N.A, N.A, N.A.- 36.05 * 2475 48,73
Lunglei N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A, 37.40 * w..mo 3291
Cbhimtuipui N.A. N.A, N.A, N.A. N.A. 35.39 * 87,26 56,57

N.A. = Not available
* Furoished by the office of Registrar General of Indix
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TABLE — 4

Literacy (iocluding Population in Age group 0 — 4)

1981 — CENSUS

(PROVISIONAL FIGURES)

State/ Total Population 1931 Literate Populationh 1981 Percentage of Literates to

District total Population

) - 1971 1981 --

Persons - Males Females | Persons Z&mm Females | Persoos Males Females Humnmonw Males Females

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 il 13

Mizoram 4,87,774 2,51,988 235,788 290,241 1,66,296 1,23,945 53.79 ~60.40 4.7 59.50° 6599  52.56

Aizawl 3,40,766 1,76,414 164,352 2,18,849 1,22,839 96,010 58.30  64.40 52.01 64.22 63.€3  58.41

Lunglei 52,689 42,500 40,089 47,392 27,744 19,648 54,55 61.55 46,12 57,30  65.28 49,01

Chhimtuipui 64,419 33,074 31345 24,000 15,713 8,287 27.47 36.54 18.29 37.25  47.50 26,43
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APPENDIX—I

List of Officers in the Directorate of Census Operations, Mizoram

1. P. Lalnithanga, 1.AS. Director
Lalbiakthuama Assistant Director

o

Principal Census Officers

1. Ashok Nath, I.AS. Deputy Commissioner,
Aizawl District, Aizawl,

2. TF. Pahouna, L.A.S, Deputy Commissioner,
Lunglei District, Lunglei.

3. H. Lalthlamuana, I,A.S, Deputy Commissioner,
Chhimtuipui District, Saiha,

District Census Officers

1. Rakhesh Behari, I.A.S. Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Aizawl District, Aizawl.
2, B. Sanghnupa, Sadar S8.D.O. Chhimtuipui District, Saiha.

Assistant District Census Officers

1. C. Hwmiagthanzuala Election Officer and
Assistant to Deputy Commisioner,

Aizawl District, Aizawl.

2, Lalsawta Asgsistant to Deputy Commisioner,
Lunglei District, Lunglei.

3. Sakhu Assiatant to Deputy Commissioner,
Baiba.

Charge Officers

1. Khawnghinga Adwminisitrative Officer,
Kawrthah,

2. N. Zokunga Block Development Officer,
Thingdawl.

3. John Tlangdingliana Block Development Officer,
Reiek.

4, Zadingliapa Block Development Officer,
Aibawk.

5. R. Vanlalmaka . Block Development Officer,

W. Phaileng.



10.
11.

13.

14.

16.

7.

I8,

19.
26.

21.

22,

21

25,

26.

S. Lianhrima Haubnar,
Jerome Sawilaia,

Z. Lalhmingliana,

©. Ralkapa,

Darkunga Ralte,
Nghaklianmawia,

C. Saihlira,

C. Hmingthanga,
Lalsangliana,
Zothankhuma,

K. Malsawma,
Remmawia Vaochhawng
Chawngthanmawia

Zakima -
H. Darzika

Thanchhuma
Lalohhuana
Lalhluna

Lalbgova Zadeng

Patby Hlyehho
Lalkhumliana
H. Siku

T. Fambol

Johny T.O.

39

Block Devevopment Officer,
Tlangpnuam.

Headmaster, Govt. High Schosl,
Serchhip.

Block Development Officer,
Serchhip.

Block Development Officer,
Thingsulthliab.

Accountant, Khawzawl.
Block Development Officer,
Lungdar ‘E’

Social Education Orgauoiser,
Aizawl,

Cirole Education Officer,
“Aizawl.

Circle Eduocation Officer,
Aizawl.

Circle Education Officer,
Aizawl,

Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Ctampbai.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Kolasib

Block Development Officer,
Ngopa.

Accountant, Darlawn,

Block Developement Officer,
W. Buoghmun,

Block Development Officer,
Lungsen.

Blook Development Officer,
Lunglei.

Block Development Officer,
Hoahthbial. _
SBub-Divisional Education Office:,
Lunglei.

Block Development Officer,
Lawngtlai.

Block Development Officer,
Chawngte.

Block Development Officer,
Tuipabg.

Block Development Officer,
Saogau.

Election Officer, Saiha.
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Officials who worked in the Provisional Population
Totals — 1981 Census

Compilation :

1. Lalbiakthuama Assiastant Director
2. Lalbmiogthaonga Sailo Investigator

3. Thaochhuma Muaichin Investigator

4, J. Lalramthara Statistical Assistant
5. R. Zothaothuama Statistical Assistant
6. Lalhmingthanga Statistioal Assistant
7. Lalbiakhlum Statistical Assistant
8. G. Zosangliana Computor

9. K. Laldawaogliaoi Computor

10. M.C. Hrangchema Computor

11. Lalbvanga Sailo Computor

12, Saithvama Sailo Compautor

13. Vanlaithaoga Compautor

14, V.L. Ruala Compautor

15. Saithanthuama . Computor

16. Rosanga Computor
Mapping :

1. V.L.T. Muana Oartographer

2. V.L. Ruaty Artist

3. Laloghinglova Draftsman

4. Lianhlira Draftsman





