CENSUS OF INDIA 1961
VOL. XX—Part VI—No.

HIMACHAL PRADESH

A Village Survey of

BATAL

(Arki Tehsil, Mahasu District)

Investigation and Drafc Guidance and Final Draft
by by ’
Chuni Lal Sharma RIKHI RAM SHARMA

Assistant Superintendent of Census Operations

Editor
RAM CHANDRA PAL SINGH

of the Indian Administrative Service

SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS
HIMACHAL PRADESH

L/P(D)4SCO(HP)



ceeec NS

W ey
O I

A T NYNHYHS
% ressbe s A N O d

w - . ..........F-Ul-nzw.h
el 0 OHOS —

el fyd 10O 3
e ) N

.o
Lo
=
hl
L. -
LI
A
H
<
~
d - 1 - el S
- oneyqonmtrennee .
. -
- - *
a4
; % H
- 14
»
] c
B . cpe =
i P Tt £
peed v : v F
. .
. H B
o
: s ;
« . b -
ettt simm Ve narasrcirme Faana g " fet il
: e
- »!
o & o
. o .
. H
: i i

dVA 1YNOILON

1v.ivd




FOREWORD

CONTENTS

PREFACE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1.

THE VILLAGE
Introduction—History and name—Neighbouring villages—Physical as-
pects—Flora fauna—Waler sources—Residential pattern—Important public
places. h

-

2. THE PEOPLE
Caste comppsition—Houses—Household  goods—Ulensils—Dress—Orna-
ments—Food and drinks—Fuel and lighting—Smoking—Birth, marriage
and death customs.

3: ECONOMY
Economic sources=Qccupational pattern—Workers and non-workers—
Income—Expenditure  Indebtedness—Agriculture—Horticuliure—Owner-
ship of land—Price of land—Animal husbandry—Village crafts.

4. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE
Social life—Temples—Fairs and Festivals.

5. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT
Attitude of the people—Construction work—Panchayat—Election—Func-
tions—Development activilies—Case studies—Sanitation and health—Edu-
calion.

CONCLUSION

APPENDICES

APPENDIX I

AprpEnDix I

AppPEnDIX I1

I—II

L/P(D)4SCOHP—2(a)

Pack

juns

VI

25

39

44

50

52
b3
b4






FOREWORD

Apart from -laying the foundations of demo-
graphy in this subcontinent, a hundred years of
the Indian Census has also produced ‘elaborate
and scholarly accounts of the variegated pheno-
mena of Indian life—sometimes with no statis-
tics attached, but usually with just enough
statistics to give empirical underpinning to
their conclusions’. In a country, largely illite-
rate, where statistical or numerical comprehen-
sion of even such a simple thing as age was
liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the
social structure was essential. It was more neces-
sary to attain a broad understanding of what
was happening around oneself than to wrap
oneself up in ‘statistical ingenuity’ or ‘mathe-
matical manipulation’. This explains why the
Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many
by-paths’ and ‘nearly every branch of scholar-
ship, from anthropology and sociology to geo-
graphy and religion’.

In the last few decades the Census has in-
creasingly turned its efforts to the presentation
of village statistics. This suits the temper of the
times as well as our political and economic
structure. For even as we have a great deal of
centralization on the one hand and decentrali-
zation on the other, my colleagues thought it
would be a welcome continuation of the
Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones
of village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts,
of social structure and social change. It was ac-
cordingly decided to select a few villages in
every State for special study, where personal
observation would be brought to bear on the
interpretation  of statistics to find out how
much of a village was static and yet changing
and how fast the winds of change were blowing
and from where.

Randomness of selection was, therefore, es-
chewed. There was no intention to build up a
picture for the whole State in quantitative terms
on the basis of villages selected statistically at
random. The selection was avowedly purposive:
the object being as much to find out what was
happening and how fast to those villages which
had fewer reasons to choose change and more
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to remain lodged in the past as to discover how
the more ‘normal’ types of villages were chang-
ing. They were to be primarily type studies
which, by virtue of their number and distribu-
tion, would also give the reader a “feel” of what
was going on and some kind of a map of the
country.

A brief account of the tests of selection will
help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five
villages was to be chosen “with great care to
represent adequately geographical, occupa-
tional and even ethnic diversity. Of this mini-
mum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be
as follows:

(a) At least eight villages were to be so select-
ed that each of them would contain one domi-
nant community with one predominating occu-
pation, e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum
cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers, quarry
workers, etc. A village should have a minimum
population of 400, the optimum being between
500 and 700.

(b) At least seven villages were to be of nume-
rically prominent Scheduled Tribes of the
State. Each ‘village could represent a particular
tribe. The minimum population should be 400,
the optimum being between 500 and 700.

(c) The third group of villages should each
be of fair size, of an old and settled character
and contain variegated occupations and be, if
possible, multi-ethnic in composition. By fair
size was meant a population of 500—700 persons
or more. The village should mainly depend on
agriculture and be sufficiently away from the
major sources of modern communication such
as the district administrative headquarters and
business centres. It should be roughly a day’s
journey from the above places. The villages
were to be selected with an eye to variation in
terms of size, proximity to city and other means
of modern communication, nearness to hills,
jungles and major rivers, Thus there was to be
a regional distribution througheout_the State of
this category of villages. If, however,~a parti-
cular district contained significant, ecological



v

variations within its area, more than one village
in the district might be selected to study the
special adjustments to them.

It is a unique feature of these village surveys
that they rapidly outgrew their original terms
of reference, as my colleagues warmed up to
their work. This proved for them an absorb-
ing voyage ol discovery and their infectious
enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the in-
quiry’s scope again and again. It was just as
well cautiously to feel one’s way about at first
and then venture further afield, and although it
accounts to some extent for a certain uneven-
ness in the quality and coverage of the mono-
graphs, it served to compensate the purly hono-
rary and extra-mural rigours of the task. For,
the Survey, along with its many ancillaries like
the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and
rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’, over
and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census.

It might be of interest to recount briefly the
stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope.
At the first Census Conference in September 1959
the Survey set itself the task of what might be
called a record in situ of material traits, like
settlement patterns of the village; house types;
diet; dress; ornaments and foot-wear; furniture
and storing vessels; common means of transport
of goods and passengers; domestication of ani-
mals and birds; markets attended; worship of
deities; festivals and fairs. There were to be re-
cordings, of course, of cultural and social traits
and occupational mobility. This was followed
up in March 1960 by two specimen schedules,
one for each household, the other for the village
as a whole, which, apart from spelling out the
mode of inquiry suggested in the September
1959 conference, introduced groups of questions
aimed at sensing changes in attitude and beha-
viour in such fields as marriage, inheritance,
moveable and immoveable property, industry,
indebtedness, education, community life and
collective activity, social disabilities forums of
appeal over disputes, village leadership, and or-
zanisation of cultural life. It was now plainly

the intention- to provide adequate statistical

support to empirical ‘feel’, to approach qualita-
tive change through statistical quantities. It had
been difficult to give thought to the importance
of ‘just enough statistics to give empirical under-
pinning to conclusion’, at a time when my
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colleagues were straining themselves to the
utmost for the success of the main Census opera-
tions, but once the census count itself was left
behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional
seminars in Trivandrum (May 1961), Darjeeling
and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention
to this field and the importance of tracing social
change through a number of well-devised statis-
tical tables was once again recognised. This it-
self presupposed a fresh survey of villages al-
ready done; but it was worth the trouble in
view of the possibilities that a close analysis of
statistics offered, and also because the ‘consan-
guinity’ schedule remained to be canvassed. By
November 1961, however, more was expected of
these surveys than cver before. There was dis-
satisfaction on the one hand with too ‘many
general statements and a growing desire on the
other to draw conclusions from statistics, to
regard social and economic data as interrelated
processes, and finally to examine the social and
economic processes set in motion through land
reforms and other laws, legislative and adminis-
trative measures, technological and cultural
change. Finally, a study camp was organised in
the last week of December 1961 when the whole
field was carefully gone through over again and
a programme worked out closely knitting the
various aims of the Survey together. The Social
Studies Section of the Census Commission ren-
dered assistance to State Superintendents by way
of scrutiny and technical comment on the frame
of Survey and presentation of results.

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the
Survey prevented my colleagues from adopting
as many villages as they had originally intended
to. But I believe that what may have been lost
in quantity has been more than made up for
in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time
that such a Survey has been conducted in any
country, and that purely as a labour of love.
It has succeeded in attaining what it set out to
achieve; to construct a map of village India's
social structure. One hopes that the volumes of
this Survey will help to retain for the Indian
Census its title to ‘the most fryitful single source
of information about the country’. Apart from
other features, it will perhaps be conceded that
the Survey has set up a new Census standard
in pictorial and graphic documentation.

ASOK MITRA

Regi.ctrar General, Indiag



PREFACE

While confronted with the task of selecting representative villages for socio-
economic surveys in Himachal Pradesh I always had in mind that each village
should present a typical view of life of a certain community. Batal, therefore,
has a peculiarity of its own that it is inhabited by Brahmins which is a priestly
caste,

Batal is one of, the common type of hill villages, the inhabitants of which
could not avail of the opportunities provided by nature. Judging from the hill
standards this is fairly a big sized village predominantly inhabited by Brahmins.
Agriculture though their main occupation is not encouraging enough partly
because of the villagers indifference towards agricultural development and
partly due to uneconomic land holdings. The younger generation of the village
prefer services in the towns. As agriculturists they are poorly equipped and do
it rather in a purfunctory fashion. They are not from amongst the progressive
farmers who have fully appreciated the potentialities of their land especially
when they have the marketing facilities at their door at Arki or Simla.

While going round the village we found them chatting or playing cards
near the Shiva Temple. They look, no doubt, an intelligent lot of people but
their energies need being channelled into some constructive channels wherein
lies their bétterment. Mere preaching of good sermons or lamenting on the
by-gone days when they were held in high esteem by the Ruling Chief and the
public in general will not help much. They have to adjust themselves accord-
ing to the modern trends. The only discernible difference that could be noticed
is that their children are getting education on different lines from what their
parents did. The study of literature which produced Padhas-priests only is now
a story of the past.

I would like to cOTIVey. my warm g'ratitude to all those who rendered: use-
ful service in bringing” out this monographs.

I hope this ljttle piece of work like others, will come up to the expectations
of the lovers of the Census publications.

Ve

rd

R. C. PAL SINGH
BOSWELL, SiMLA
December, 1965,
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1. THE VILLAGE

Introduction

Batal is pleasantly situated just a kilometer
away from Arki. The road to Kunihar passes
a little away to reach Batal one has to board the
bus from Simla and get down at Arki, a distance
of 45 km. from Simla. The road is Pucca upto
Shalaghat (3% km.) and the remaining 12 km.
are Kacha, From Arki one has to cover the
one kilometer journey on foot through the main
bazar of Arki. The village is spread over an
arca of 615 acres. Some of the houses are on the
gentle slopes of the low hills, with the main
concentration of the abadi on a flat piece of
land.

With a population of 960 persons comprising
of 502 males and 458 females, this is a fairly big
village of the tehsil and dominated by Brahmins
who claim to be the Gurus and Purohits of the
erstwhile Rulers of Baghal State. Others living
here are Charhars, Kumbhars, Acharj (Maha-
Brahmins) and Sunars. The main occupation of
the villagers is agriculture. Besides agriculture
Brahmins are engaged in their ancestral profes-
sions of astrology and priesthood, At least one
man each from a majority of families is out in
services in Simla and Delhi. Many of them keep
their families in the village, Till 1947 the Brah-
mins enjoyed spetial privileges and patronage of
the Ruling Chiefs of Baghal State for their
services as ‘Pandits’ and astrologers. On festive
occasions, births and marriages they were
invited to ‘Yajnas’. Some of them used to get
free ration and other things.

History and Name

Because of there being so many Sanskrit know-
ing Brahmins in the village, Batal was popularly
known as Chhoti Kashi in this part of the hills.
It may be mentioned that Kashi or Varanasi is
a well known seat of Sanskrit learning in India.
The people claim it to be a very ancient village.
It is believed to have been founded at the time
of King Vikrama Ditya. It is a belief among the
village elders that a relative of King Vikrama
Ditya came and settled in this area as the land

here was uninhabited. He was so fascinated by
the scenic beauty and tranquility of the place
that he decided to settle here alongwith his
favourites. The history of Baghal State is traced
to the ancient times and the founder Ruler of
Baghal brought some Brahmin families who
were his Purohits and astrologers and they were
settled in Batal,

No documents are available about the secttle-
ment history. The name ‘Batal’ is said to have
been made up of two words ‘Vat+Alya’. In
Sanskrit this means, the abode of strong wind.
Its geographical situation is such that it is very
widy and so the place came to be known as
Vatalya which later on was called simply Batal.

Neighbouring Villages

Batal 1s bounded by the villages of Gahar,
Jakboli, Arki, Mangu, Katal, Chhoi, Dawaras,
Patti, Manjhu, Lahdi, Pukhro and Seri. The
village is divided into sections Pokhtu, Rehad,
Sheur and Bardo.

Physical Aspects

(n) Goographical area . . ., 615 Acres
(b) Barren and ur-cultivated land -, 3 Acres
(r) Land pul to non-agricultural uses . 31 Acres
(d) Cultivable waste . . . « 43 Acres
(e) Pormanent pastures and other graz-

ing land 338 Acrés
(f) Current fallow 2 Acres
(g9) Net area snwn 198 Acres
(k) Tota] eropped area 289 Acres
(7) Area snwn more than once 91 Acres

The soil of the area is clay brown. Alluvial
beds, sand stones and lime rocks are found.
There are . undulating hills with deep vertical
gullies and ravines.

Soil Conservation—Conservation and affore-
station works are in progress mainly under the
Bhakra Catchment Scheme. This work is con-
centrated in Kunihar area and adjoining Shala-
ghat. Some such works m small bits are scatter-
ed in other parts of the Tehsil.
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Climate and Temperature—At an altitude of
3,500 feet the climate of the village is: —

Spring—March and April.
Summer—May and June.

Rainy Season—July and August.
Autumn—September to November.
Winter—December—Fcbruary.

The spring and the autumn are pleasant sea-
sons, Summers are moderately hot though winds

THE VILLAGE

continue blowing all the time. Winter months
are not too cold. There is no frost or snow. The
maximum and minimuwmn temperature during
the year remains usually ar 100 degrees and 40
degrees respectivelys

Rainfall—Maximum rainfall occurs during
July and August. Therc are occasional showers
throughout the year. An idea about the rainfall
can be had from the rainfall data collected at
Arki.

Year Jan,  Feb. March April May June July  August Sept. October Nov. Dec.
! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1958 . 44-4 6:63 3-30 11-3 80-12 3204 1264 94-8 53:6 Nil 62-5
C.M. C.M. M. C.M. M.M. MM. MM. MM MM M.M.
1959 . . 10747 91-5 -0 22-3 83-6 45-2  355-4  205-7  153-7 48+3 12.7 Nil
MM. MM, MM, MM. MM. MM MM MM MM MM MM
1960 . . 399 Nil 777 22-8  34-8  Ti-4 4095 2820 416 Nil 103 685
M.M. MM M.M. MM. MM. MM MM. MM MM. MM
Flora the raw material for baskets. In spring Kachnar

There are quite a few trees in Batal which

rovide timber, fuel and other requircments of
the villagers. For timber tuni is most popular.
Kharak, Kakari and Suro are also used. Beul
trees are much cared for. The trec provides in
its leaves, good fodder for the cattle while its
branches supply fibre for making ropes and its
sticks serve as torch wood. Bamboo trees supply

-

and Simbal blossoms add to the charm and
bcauty of the area. Karonda, Kashmal, and suro
bushes harbour birds which amuse and charm
the passers-by.

Some fruit trees like plum, mango, wild pome-
granate, papita, lemon, banana and citrus are
found in or near-about Batal. The various spe-
cies of flora found here are:

Loocal Botanical Names

Names

Utility

Amia Phyllanthus Emblica

Am

Mignifera Indica . . . .

Amrood Psidium guava .

Aru Prunus Persica . . .

Ber Ziziphus J ujuba . . .

Bans Dendro Calamus-Strictus . . .

Beul Grewia Oppositifolia . . .

Chil Pinus Longifolia

A small tree with flaking bark. The fruit which is green or pale
yellow is astringent and six lobed. It is used in medicines and for
pickles.

This is a fruit tree. Mango lcaves are used at marriage ceremonies
and small pieces of wood are required at the time of death. The
villagers often obtain green mangoes for preparing pickles.

Guava trees are found near about tho village. This fruit ripens
in winter and gives a pleasant fragrance. The fruit is peeled
off in flakes and in the centre a mass of pulp is found in which many
small seeds are embedded.

Thisis a small tree found in whole the Tehsil. The fruitis sweet
with a tinge of red or yellowish when ripe. It opens in two pieces.

A medium sizo thorny tree. It is a wild growth. Fruit is edible
and fbru,nchcs used for fencing fields. Big and older trees are cut
for fuel.

Bamboo trees are grown near the streams or nullahas.

Baskets
and kiltas are made from it.

This is useful as timber tree also.

A small or medium size tree. The leaves are a very good foddere
The fibre is used as rope. The wood is tough and is excellent for

?grliculbuml implements. The branches are required for lighting
uel.

Gandaboraza, turpentine and tar are obtained fromjthis tree. The
wood is used for building, but rots ip the wet and susceptible to
inseots as well. . .
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Local Names Botanical Names Utility

Daru Pumica granatum . . . . Wild pomegranate is found here in plenty. Its flowers are red and
fruit sour which is dried to make anardana. Bushes are cut for
fenoing and fuel.

Jhadinu Olea glandulosa . . . This is used for timber.

Kakar Pistacia integerrima . These trees are good for fuel and timber. Kakar singi is required
for medicines. Leaves are cut to form manure beds during rainy
season.

Kachnar Bauhinia Variegata . . . . A medium size troe. Leaves are used as fodder and the flowers
used for making vegetables and pickles. Wood is durdble but
little used. The bark is utilised for tanning and dying leather.

Kangu Flacourtia Runontchi . . . . Red or black small edibles are obtained from kangu trees. The
tree is small,

Khair Acacia catachu . . . . Medium sized tree. It has pale yellow flowers. Its timber is of
great utility. Agrioultural implements are made from it. Katha
(Catachu) is obtained by boilng the inner pieces of wood.

Pipal Ficus \relegiosa . . R . Alarge shady tree. Leaflegs for a short time during summer, sacred
to Hindus and they do not cut it.

Papita Caricapapya . . A short lived small tree, The ripe papita is sweet and unripe fruit
is cooked as vegetable.

Plum Prunus . . . . This is a small and delicate tree. It blossoms in March and the

.fruit is ready by July or August.

Simbal Bombax maldbaricum . . . . A very handsome forest tree when in blossom. Its flower blossom
appear before leaves. Its soft wood is used for preparing package
cases,

Tour or Maljhan Banhinia Vahlii . . . Very. large branches, one to hundred-feet long. This plant produces

Malu fibre. 1Its leaves are useful for making donas and pattals. These
serve as fodder as well. Seeds are of medicinal value.

&uni Cedrela toona . N . . This tree is of great utility for timber. It yields red wood for
timber. Doors and windows are mostly made from tuni trees,

Bushes. _

Karonda Carrisa Spinarum . . . . 'This is a wild growth. Its flowers are white scented and crowded
in terminal clusters. The bushes are cut for fuel and fencing,.

Kashmal Belberis Species . . . . A small shrub with young branches. The root is used as cure for

- 8ore eyes.

Suro Euphor-bia royleana . . . Suroisa delicate bush, If it is scratched milk sprouts out. Young
plants of suro are washed and boiled for vegetables. Big and
old suro may be used as timber for ceiling. IJSually this is grown
in the eroded areas.

Ground Flora -
Banefsha Viala edorata Sweet Violet . Root stock stout and leaves tip rounded. The dried flowers are
. used for medicinal purposes.
Grasses
Dhpolugrass and kusha,
Fauna Many birds are found between Simla and

In the forests around Batal one may come
across leopards, ghorals, porcupines, rabbits,
squirrels, monkeys, langur, barking deer and
jackals. Animals may not be found in the areas
near about the habitation but there is ample
shelter for them in the neighbouring forests.
The villagers have to be watchful to guard their
cattle against leopards which is often on the 160k
out for a prey in the vicinity of the village.
Monkeys, jackals, langur and porcupines cause
heavy damages during kharif season,

Arki. Pomegranate,"mango, pipal and ber trees
provide good alrodes to birds in spring and sum-
mer. The villagers have to keep a vigil on crows
and finches when their crops are ready. Par-
tridges, sparrows, pigeons, bulbuls, golden oriole
may fly across to che€er up a passerby. Then there
are chakor, partridges, himalayan crows, vultures,
pheasants and wild fowls. All these may be seen
one time or another of the year while going
down to Batal from Simla. Migratory birds are
coocoo and doves. They are seen during spring
and summer..

-
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Water Sources

Bowli fitted with taps is the main source of
drinking water in the village and it is centrally
lécated. Brahmins have a common tap whereas
the harijans take water from the separate Bowli
just adjacent to the first one. There is also a
scheme to construct a Kuhl to bring water from
a nearby nullah for irrigation purposes. The
bowlis provide enough of drinking water to the
people.

Residential Pattern

The major population of the village lies on a
flat level ground. Some houses on the western
direction are scattered over the gentle slopes of
the hill. The cluster of houses look as if glued
together when one castes a look at the village
from the motor road. It is not strictly punctuat-
ed by different castes groups of houses. Six house-
holds of Mahabrahmins are in Jakholi, a mile
away. Kumhars and sunars live among the con-

-

THE- VILLAGE

centratf:‘d abadi of the Brahmins. The houses in
the main habitation are built contiguous to
each other.

A small portion is inhabited in Pokhtu.
The village is internally divided into Rehad,
Sheur, Kuwaradwar, Patkhori-ber, Badar,
Rangara-ri-Ber and Garhwaria-ri-Ber.

Important Public Places

Among the important public places, Shiva
Temple occupies the first place. Early in the
morning men and women go round the temple
offering worship. There is the Gram Panchayat
Office also. The Primary School is at the corner
of the village, a little away from the abadi. The
cremation ground is on the banks of the Arki
khud. A platform around the Pucca tank in the
heart of the village is always occupied by the
villagers discussing village politics. Many groubs
of men play cards.

- TABLE
Communica- Institutions including Technical Water supply Elec- Temples and Crafts
tion faci- Schools, Libraries, ingtitutions  scheme and Co-operative tricity other buildings
lities. Hospitals, Dispensaries, -
etc,
1 2 3 4 . b () 7
. . 1. Arki
(¢) Post Office (i) Boys and Girls (z) Tailoring (z) Pipe Yes (i) Gopal ji Gharats (6)
Higher Secondary Centre

Schools.

(#) T.0. (#2) Primary School (i(ij) ’l;a,nning (¢7) Tanks (%) Ram Chanderji Achar making
entro
(#43) Telephone (ii7) Rural Health (#43) Deora Agri. (#93) Kali Bhagwati Tailoring (14)
Centre. M.P. Coopt.
(iv) Motor Road (iv) Veterinary Hospital (iv) Krishna Agr, (iv) Narsingh Furniture
M.P. Society. maker (1)
(v) Cow & Bull Breed- .~ (v) Baghal Agri, (v) Shiv Mandir
ing Centre. “ ~  Indus. Leather
) - Tanning Soc.
(v?) Fisheries Centre (v7) Himalya Agri, (v7) Lakshmi Cappenters(3)
. - Dairy Farming Society, Narayan
(vii) Fertilizer Depot. (vit) Matloo . Shoe makers (10)
. (visz) Thadodu Lohars (2)
2 Batal (i) Bawali wala Watoh makers (2)
) . Goldsmiths (7)
. _ Primary School Bawli Yes Shiva Temple Shoe makers (5)
Potters (2)
Goldsmith (1)
3. Jakhol;
4, Deora
5. Manj
. +-  Bhagwati Temple Gharats (7)
. . Shiva Temple Tailoring (1)
Primary School Pipe system . .. Blacksmiths (3)

: Primary_ School

The Manju Agri. )
M.P. Co-op., Society

Gharats (1)

Shoe makers (1)
Gharats (5)
Tailoring (3)

Ban, mats and fans
making
Shoe-makers (5)
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1 2 3 + 5 6 7
Post Office High School 6. Hat-kot Kunihar
Telephone Dispensary
Road Agri., Research Centre
Agri., Training Centre Yes Thakurdawara
Agri,, Fertilizer Depot.
Rest House.
(#) The Padam Gharats (2)
Shoe Indust., M.P.
Society Kohlu (2)

(¢¢) Weaver Agr,, Tailoring (5)
M.P. Indust., Blacksmith (1)
Society.

(¢4¢) The Himachal Shoe makers (4)
Agri,, Indust, Goldsmiths (2)
Society.
(¢v) The Xunihar

Non-Agri. Labour

and Artisan So-

cicty.

(v) The Silk Worm
~_Agri. Indust.,

Society.
(vi) The Kunihar
Agri. M.P. So-

ciety.







2. THE PEOPLE

Caste Composition

The village is inhabited by Brahmins, Maha
Brahmins, Rajputs, Kumhars, Sunars, Chamars,
Kolis and Doomnas. The Brahmins occupy the
apex of pyramid represcnting the caste heirarchy.
Maha Brahmins arc lower in status than the
Brahmins and they do not intermarry, dinec or
smoke. Out of a total number of 140 households
119 belong to Brahmins. Castewise division of
households and persons belonging to each caste
is given here: —

81, Caste No. of Males Females Total
No. House- Popula-
holds tion.
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 ‘Brahmin . 119 445 407 852
2 Chamar 9 28 20 54
3 Doomna 1 3 1 4
4 Koli 1 2 1 3
5 Kumbhar 2 3 3 6
6 Mg._lm-Brahmin 6 19 13 32
7 Rajput 2 1 b 6
8 Sunar 1 1 2 3
Total . 149 502 458 960

Brahmins—There are 852 B;ahn,lins. These in-
clude 445 males and 407 females constituting
89 per cent of the population. The remaining

108 persons belong to other seven castes. They,

are all Sarswat Brahmniins.

Brahmins were the first to settle in Batal. It
is a common belief among them that the founder
Ruler of Erstwhile Baghal State brought his,
Purohit (priest) with him. The land possesséd by
the Brahmins was donated by the then ruler and
they were exempted from land revenue. They
are purohits and astrologers and are held in
reverence by other communities. This preistly
caste claims its origin from the ancient great
Rishis, They are further divided into many
gotras such as Bhargava, Gargya, Gautam, Kapil,
Angiras, Kaushik and Bhardwaj. They claim to
be Sansi Brahmins and hesitate to eat kacha
food, pulses and rice cooked by other castes.”But
this sort of rigidity has lost its sharpness at the

hands of the younger generation, the older
people are however, still very particular about
the observance of these beliefs.

Marriages are performed outside the gotras.
A majority of Brahmins belong to Bhargava and
Gargya gotras. They find some difficultics in
arranging matches within the village. Brahmins
of the kaushik gotra do not marry in gargya
gotra.

In the village their main occupation is agri-
aultnze, wapnlementad by nriculy work, Sume of
the Brahmins are professional astrologers and
vaids. These professional pandits do not plough.
They are strict in observing their traditional
rigidity in the matter of eating and smoking at
the hands of others. Some persons from these
families work in Delhi and Simla.

Eight families of Chamars are living here
since times immemorial. Maha-Brahmins and
Sunars claiin to have settled in Batal genera-
tions ago. Kumhars had six households. Now
their population has reduced to two households
with six persons.

Kolis and Doomnas have one household each
and they scttled in Batal 2 to 3 generations ago.

Size—According to 1961 Census. the popula-
tion of Batal was 732 persons comprising 335
men and 397 women. At the time of the survey
in March, 1963 it was 960 persons 502 men and
458 women showing an increase of 228 people.
This variation is because persons who are out
in services have been taken into account. The
1961 Census figures show an upward trend in
the female population. This is attributable to
one factor only that the male members were
away from their houses in services.

Comgparison with 1951 Census-

No. of Population
Households  — A —_
Persons Males Females
105 682 309 373
~—~
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A decade earlier we find the same variation
in the male and female population. Women out-
numbtr men and reasons for this variation are
the same. Density of population per squarc mile
comes to 999 persons and sex ratio is 912 women
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per 1,000 men. There were 103 houscholds in
1951, but in 1961 the number has increased to
140. Size and composition of households is
shown in the table:

~

Total No. of Single member 2-3 members
Households — A - A
Households Males Females Households Males Females
140 9 2 22 26 29

4-6 members
A

7-9 members

10 members and above

— - A - —A -
Households Males Females Households Males Females Households Males Females
47 131 108 24 103 80 38 240 234

Houses // Beeh—Beeh is a big room in the ground floor

Housing pattern in Batal is almost uniform.
All the houses are double storeyed and cattle
sheds are separate from the residential houses.
Some families keep their goat and sheep in the
ground [loors of their houses. The cluster of
houses has grown™up in a zig zag manner and
as usual in the villages there is no planning
whatsoever. The abadi is concentrated almost
at one place and the houses arc contiguous to
each other. The majority of houses are tin roofed
and khaprail is not common. There are some
with thatched roofs.

The houses are approached through foot
paths. The tendency of building houses conti-
guous to cach other has created congestion.
Cattle sheds are adjacent to houses. A small
courtyard is invariably kept by each household.
Doors are kept facing the East and West, and
rarely towards the North, but no door is kept

facing towards the South. P

. -
When a new house is_to be constructed, an
auspicious time is worked out by purohit after
consulting his alinanac.

Foundation—First of all the foundation is
dug by labourers. The stone laying cercinony
takes place according to the Muhurat. Havan is
performed. The priest may receive some cash or
grains while those who are present may be given
sweets or jaggery. The foundation is dug 2 to
3 feet deep and filled with stones.

Walls are of mud, with a width of 1}’ to 2".
Mud walls are built with the help of wooden
planks. This work requires skill. Masons are
employed. Broadly the houses are rectangular in
shape and have a Beeh with two rooms in the
ground floor. There is the sanie accommodation
ups*airs

usually 20 feet to 80 feet in length. It is used for
sleeping or for use by women during their un-
clean period. Agricultural implements and many
other odds and ends are kept in the Beeh.

Obra—Rooms interlinked from the Beeh are
called obras. In some houses obras are used for
keeping cereals, Child birth may take place in
an obra. Sometimes cattle are kept in obras,

Pgura—A big room above the Beeh is called
paura. This is approached through stairs from
the Beeh. Pauras have windows in front. This
is used for guests and as a sitting room. This
serves as a sleeping room during summer.

Bawri—Rooms connected with Paura are
known as Bawri. These roomis are used for sleep-
ing. These may have small windows.

Some material for house construction is local-
ly available. G.I. Sheets arc procured on per-
mits from the Civil Supplies Department. It is
a general complaint that they have difficulty in
getting timber. Lade-ki-Banye is the only nearest
forest from where they get timber. They prepare
doors and windows from tuni wood which is
grown in their lands. Kakar and Khair wood is
their second preference for door frames.

Construction—After the foundation has been
filled with stones a wooden frame of planks is
erected and filled with a mixture of moist clay.
Then it is rammed with niortars till it becomes
hard and compressed. This work is done by the
members of the family. Often relatives partici-
Fate and help. The walls are erected to the roof
evel keeping space for door and windows. A
carpenter is employed. Some times wooden or
bamboo sticks split horizontally are inserted to
impart strength to the wall. These walls are very
strong and if properly taken care of can last
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even for 100 or more years, what is required for
their subsequent upkeep is an yearly plaster of
a mixture of cowdung and mud. These thick
walls keep the house cool in summer and warm
in winter. The height of the front and back
walls is less than thosc of the side walls, because
the roofing is angled on these walls. At the apex
a wooden beam is placed which serves as a ridge.
Wooden raftegs are laid. A complete frame is
preparcd. The G.I. sheets are laid on this. For
‘Khaprail’ or thatched roofing the wooden frame
is thicker than what it is for a tin roof.

Ceiling—In the lower storey wooden planks
of either khair, kakar or tuni are used.
Thick mud plaster is beaten to make it smooth
and strong. Ceilings of the lower storey are of
unseasoned wood. In the ground floor there is
no window in the beeh.

Karanchi Chhal—The space left between the
ceiling and the roof of the upper storey is called
Karanchi Chhat. This is used for keeping odds
and ends.

Gawaini—Cattle sheds known as Gawaini are
separate from the residential houses. Grass is
stored in the attic. ’

After completion of the house it is plastered

with clay and floors are besmeared with Gobri
plaster.

Gharasni—On completion of the house a
ceremony known as ‘Gharasni’ or ‘Griha prevesh’
is performed. ‘Janeo’ a thread is also tied round
the house and jap, paalh and havan are held to
sanctify the house. A feast is arranged and
Brahmins and relatives are invited. The masons
and carpenters are given their dues. It is only
after this ceremony that the family nioves into
the new house.

Local names of different parts of the house: —

Local Name English Name

Bala . . . Wooden ridge

Bate . . . Wooden frame of the rool
Chhat . . . Roof

Darwaza . . . Door

Dewal Threshold

Dwarhshakha Frame of the doo

Dwari Window

Kati . . . Wooden ralters

Kandh or Bheet . . Wall

Lada . . . Apex of the roof

Mod (Thump) . - Wooden Supports /~
Neev . . . Foundation

Obra Rooms in the ground ficor
Pairee tairs

Parawali

Bottoin of the roof where
water [alls.

L/ >(2)4SCO(H)—3

Houschold Goods

The life being very simple, people go in to
acquire only those articles of furniture as are
absolutely essential for them. Show picces to im-
press othiers of their material well being are not
acquired as it is considered superflluous to do
so in a place where they know each other so
intimately. Articles of furniture of the common-
est type are therefore found in homes. The most
important item is the charpoy, a stringed cot
which is an all purposes article of furniture. It
serves the purposc of sofa, a chair, a divan and
then a cot to sleep on during night. It can be
conveniently rcmoved from onc place to other
and when not required can he made to stand
against a wall to vacate the place for other pur-
poscs. For sitting wooden patras or asans called
Binnas madc of paddy stalks are used. These
too are incxpensive and are locally available.
Binnas are home made. If more guests come and
a Charopy cannot be conveniently used, a thick
woollen rug like-garment called Khharcha made
of goats hair may be spread. This also is used
to sleep on during winter. Tables, chairs, stools,
almirahs are found in a few houses. Watches and
Timepieces are kept by a few housgholds. There
is a community Radio-set owned by the FPan-
chayat. 4 other households also own radio-sets.

Among other items of household goods, there
are hukkas, spindles, charkhas, pitchers and
toknies for keeping water. Chakics for grinding
Hour and stone kundis are in every household.
Somec have secl and pinda to grind spices and
pulses.

U'tensils P

-

Utensils used” by the people are gencrally the
same as used in the plains. These are not locally
made and are purchased from Simla and other
places where shopkecpers get their supplies from
Jagadhari or Moradabad. Usually brass and
bronze utensils are used, but now-a-days due to
high prices of these metalwares aluminium
utensils arc also coming into use. These utensils
are very durable and some heavy utensils especial-
ly used for storing water or used for cooking at
the time of marriages, etc., are in use for genera-
tions. It is a custom with the pcople to, purchase
a new utensil, be it a spoon only, at the Diwali
festival and thus the stock is replenished. If an
old utensil wears out, it is sold as scrap and as
a matter of convention, a new utensil is pur-
chased ecither within the range of the price of
the scrap or by adding a little moré to it.

China and glass wares are also in usc now.
It is a common -practicc to offer tca to a guest
either in a cap or glass tumbler. *
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All these utensils are cleansed by rubbing them
with hearth ash or earth. Even glass and china
wares are cleansed like-wise. The use of soap or
other detergents for this purpose is considercd
an unclean habit.

If someone has a tumibler made of ~silver, it
is considered clean after having been washed
with water.

The common utensils are:—

Name of Utensils Cost Use
Rs. P.

- Brass Utensils

Baitti e« o 10-00 For serving dals and Vegetab-
les on feasts. Alsn used for
washing hands or feet in.
Milch cows or buffaloes are
given chara in batties.

Dabra . . 1200 Used as batti.

Karchhi . . 2-50 Yor serving dishes, dals cr

- vegotables,
~Patila . . 22:00 For cooking
Prat . . 15:00 Torkneading wheat flour.
Bronze utensils
Bhadu 28:00 Yor cooking pulses.

Kauli (Cup) . 1-75 For serving vegetables and
pulscs.

7:00 Tor serving food.
Muradabads Utensils

Kauli (Cup) 0-50 For serving dals or vegetables.
Lota . . 4:00 Forserving water.

Thali . .

Tumbler (Glass) 1:00 TYordrinking water.
Iron Utensils

Balti . 4-00 FYor carrying water and for
bathing purposes.

Chiinta . . 0-40 Tor holding burning coal.

Jharna . . 1-25 Forfrying veggtables.

Karahi . . 6:00 Yor cooking halva, kheer, and
for frying purposes.

Karahu . . 2-00 A small karahi,

Lohdan . . 1-25 Tt is a sort of stand to keep
ratilas.

Phuknala . . 0-37 For blowing into the fire.

Prat . . 5-00 For kneading flour.

Sansi . . 1-50 For grasping toknu or bhadu
while kept on fire.

Tawa . . 1-25 ~ To bake chapaties.

Tenthu .

0+30 For baking and changing sides
of loaves on a Tawa.

1-25 To serve rice on ocecasions of
feasts.

Earthen Utensils

Tokru . .

Ghara R . 1:25 To keep water, churning curd
to produce butter.
Manghi . 0-50 To kezp ghe\e, lassi, achar,
Mangu . . 0-25 To keop ghee, kMiruand sour
things.
Copper ulensils
Tambia

20:00 For heating water for bathing.
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During their menstruation period housewives
are given food either in aluminium thalies or
in brass thalies. Scheduled castes are scrved food
in these thalis. The sizes and varictics of the
utensils vary. Villagers buy them according to
their rcquircments.

-

Dréss

The climate of the place is pleasant with mild
winters. So mostly cotton clothes are used. In
summer, men go about in a dhoti and shirt or
even the shirt may be discarded for a banyan or
cotton sadri. Generally while going out on pro-
fessional visits the brahmins put on a white
pugree (Turban) of about 5 yards of muslin.
Others use a topi, gandhi cap type of topi. But
youngmen prefer to go bareheaded. The other
items of dress for men are a kurta, pyjama or
Dhoti. Old people who functioned as priests and
had a chance to visit the palace of the ruling
chief, used to wear a long buttoned up coat or
Achkan. Now with the merger of the State into
Himachal Pradesh only the coat may be used
but the achkan has gone out of use. In winters
a woollen coat and sweater or sadri is also used
as protection against cold. A shawl or pattu
made of home spun wool is generally thrown
over the shoulders.

A woman wears Kamee] and Salwar, a
dupatta locally called Chadru to cover the
head. This falls on the shoulders. One fold of
the Chadru is so wrapped as to cover the
breasts. Old women sometimes use tight pyjama
called Rebdars. This is a bit loose upwards and
tight at the ankles. It is genecrally more com-
monly used in winter. The younger gereration
is not inclined to use this now. They prefer
Salwar instead. All school going girls, use Sal-
war and Kameej. School going boys put on
Khaki shorts and shirts.

There are no set styles of cloth purchased for
these garments. This depends on individual taste
and means.

All types of footwear including the locally
made juta are used. Young women generally go
in for “do feeta ki gurgabi”, ie. a pump shoe
with two laces. This is very common and is

locally preferred from leather sent for from
Simla.

The clothes are washed with soap. Ironing is
considered superfluous and only the students
studying in higher classes may sometimes use
ironed clothes. There is no Dhobi in the village
neither anyone is anxious to utilise the services
of a dhobi at Arki.
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Ornaments

There is a trend of change in the use of orna-
ments. Heavy silver ornaments have become out
dated and young women prefer lighter jewellery.
Tili for the nose and a chak for the head are a
musy for all married women. These are con-
sidered essential and a sign of ‘Suhagf. Old
women still continue to wear heavy silver orna-
ments especially on festive occasions, They con-
sider it a matter of prestige and occasion to show-
off family heirlooms.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE HEAD—Chak—A round
hollow ornament made of silver or gold. This
is worn by married women. Silver chaks weigh
from 60 to 80 grams or even more and gold
chaks are about 30 grams.

Clips—Clips are worn on both sides of the
head to keep the hair set. These are of silver
with chains and weigh from 5 grams to 30 grauus.

Tecka—This is a small ornament of silver or
gold and worn on the fore-head. The weight is
not more than 15 grams.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE EAR—Bragar—A pair of
bragar made of gold weighs about 15 grams and
is fringed with immitation pearls. Bragars are
worn on important occasions.

Dandi—1Iars are pierced to wear gold dandies.
Only older women use thenr.

Kanic—-Kante are of two types chumru-dar or
simple made of gold or sliver.

Tops—A star shaped jewelled earring of gold
or sliver.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE NOSE—Balu—A gold
pendant hung from the nose worn at the time
of marriage. Balus arc of different sizes.

Basar—A big pendant of gold attached to the
nosc supported by a chain and hooked in the
hair.

Bulak—A gold ornament like a betel leaf-
weighing 10 grams or more.

Laung—A golden stud set with a pearl or
turquoise. Laung weighs about 6 grams or more.

Murki—A gold ornament worn in (e nose
and weighs about 15 grams.

Tilli—A small star like stud weighing 2
grams. ‘This is used regularly by all the married
women.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE NECK—Chamkal; or
Champakali—A necklace bearing pendants which
look Jike the birds of Champa flower.

11

Haar—A silver necklace weighing 400 to 500
grams. Old women_wear this,

Kanthi—A locket of shining grass studs pur-
chased from the markets.

Locket—This is made of either gold or silver
and weighs 100 grams.

Hammail—A big necklace_of silver coins, This
has become out of date now, but some old women
Possess these.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE WRISTS—DBand—Band is
more or less like o gajroo.

Bangles—Common type of gold or silver
bangles are popular among young womem

Chuda—TFlat bracelet worn on the arm be-
tween the wrist and the elbow. This is a heavy

ornament weighing about 150 grams or more.
Old women wear 'it.

Chhal Kangan—Silver bracelet with pendants,
Gojru—A flexible silver bracelet.

Kangnoo—A thick bracclet of silver weighing
100 to 120 grams.

Sunangan—Sunangan is a golden bracelet
worn at the time of marriages by the bride-
groom.

. ORNAMENTS FOR THE ANKLES-—] hanjar~—Round
silver ornaments weighing 150 gramms.

Panjeb—Silver chains tied around the ankles
are called panjeb. These are of silver weighing
200 grams to 300 grams.

Tora—A type of panjet with fzf/clasp.

Silver and gold ornaments are prepared by
the goldsmith' ac Batal or Arkj. Most of the
ornaments are worn by married women. Young
girls wear bangles or a tilli in the nose.

. Besides a pair of Gold earrings and finger
rings men-do not wear any ornaments. Kyen
€ar-rings are going out of use because no one
now likes to have the cars of the children
plerced. But a finger ring is prized and often

times cheap brass rings are purchased from the
bazar and used.

Food and Drinks

In Batal and surrounding area and as a niatier
of general rule the staple food of~the hill pcople
Is maize. Maize being the principal cropTin hiils,
people have to depend upon it. They also take
wheat and rice-and one principal meal 1n a majo-
vity of households- consists of rice. Maize 15 con-
sumed in the form of bread whereas rice is simp-
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ly boiled and taken with some daal or other
vegetables. The boiled rice is called Bhat and it
is generally taken in the morning. Vegetables are
not regularly consumed but whatever are avail-
able in the village are used. Generally people
depend upon what they produce and so in place
of vegetables they have evolved a special dish
that goes by the name of Khairu. It is not a com-
plicated dish and simply consists of boiling the
whey, after applying Turka and adding a little
turmeric powder for changing its colour from
white to yellow. This is very much relished and
is used with boiled rice also. Of course one time
they do prepare daal of urad, masur etc. Black
gram, lentil and beans are also used as daals.
The vegetables that are grown in the village in
rainy season are long gourd, Torian, pumpkin,
sarson-ka-saag and carrots. Arbi gandiyali and
potatoes are also grown by a few. The spices
used are cumin, heeng, corriandum and onions
and garlic. Desi ghee is used when available
otherwise hydrogenated oil is used as fat. Mustard
oil may also be used by a few although it is gene-
rally used as hair dressing oil.

Generally three meals are taken daily. The
morning meal equivalent to breakfast is called
Datialu. This consists of maize or wheat bread
left over of the evening repast and tea or whey.
This is taken at about 7 in the morning. It must
be remembered that it is not a full meal and
each person may not take more than one bread
with tea. The midday meal is called Cheli. The
menu is not very different but here each one
will take his full diet. Some may also take maize
sattus with whey. This is taken between 12 and
1 pm. Again at about 4 p.m. some may take a
little food that rhay be left over frem cheli or if
nothing has been left over then maize or wheat
breads may be taken with chatni or achaar etc.
This is called dupehari. It is again not a full
meal and the amount of food consumed by each
one is the same as at breakfast time. The even-
ing repast equivalent to dinner is called biali.
It is enjoyed by all the members of the house-
hold together preferably sitting before the
hearth when warm and fresh breads or bhaturus
are served to all with vegetables or khairu. In
Batal only those who work hard on their lands
take dupehari while other dispense with it.

In winter the cycle of meals is not very differ-
ent.

The food taken here is of two categories,
(i) kacha-khana and (ii) pucca-khang. Kacha-
khana includes chapatis, rice, pulses and vege-
tables, while pucca-khana includes fried food
like halva, puri, malpura and pakoras. Kacha-
khana is taken daily. The pucca-khana is taken

THE PEOPLE

on certain occasions. Kacha food is not accepted
by the orthodox Brahmins cooked by Kanets.
Rice and daal is cooked in the kitchen.

Brahmins arc by and large strictly vcgeta-
rians, though exceptions may be there. But
Brahmin ladies as a rule do not take meat, If
someone wants to enjoy a meat preparation, he
will Mave to cook it himself outside the kitchen.
The ladies do no such thing. He may either take
meat at a eating house at Arki. The cook wears
a dhoti and kurta.

On festive occasions. food mostly taken in-
clude Shakkar and ghee with rice or chapatis.

Special items of food are:—
Askaloo, is prepared from rice flour.

Berwa roti—Maize roti is filled in with some
potatoes or Kachori, pre-cooked and salted.
These chapaties are taken with Lassi or butter.

Danoli—This is a big chapati basmeared on
both sides with ghee and then baked. Danoli,
usually offered is with halva.

Childu—Childu is preparcd of wheat atta.

The dishes prepared at the time of marriages
are Khati dal, mithi dal, gram flour bundies
Gandiyali and mash-ki-dal.

Bundies—Bundies of gram flour are prepared
saltish or sweet.

Gandiyali—Arbi and gandiyali arc cut into
small pieces and then fried in.oil by adding curd
or whey.

Khati dal—Khati dal is usually made of Kol
by adding dried anardana.

Mithi dal—Sweet pulses of gram or raisin are
cooked and served with rice.

Milk intake is confined to infants and adults
of a very few better-off families. In all the house-
holds who have milch cows or buffaloes milk
is converi~d into curd. After extracting butter
out of it Lassi is used for Kari or Khairu. Chil-
lies are added to all saltish dishes and some
households grow chillies for their own use.
Sarson-ka-saag is relished much during winter.
It makes a good feast in maize role, sarason-ka-
saag and fresh butter are served. Guests are
served with rice, urad pulses and ghee. Whedt
chapaties bariyan and shakkar ghee arc served
to guests. Bhaturus of wheat Hour are taken
during summer and the rainy season. Kheer is
onc of the much liked preparations. During
Shradh kheer and halva are scrved to the Brah-
mins.
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Fuel and lighting

Firewood is collected from undemarcated
Charand areas where villagers have rights for
cutting fuel-wood, grazing cattle, cutting grass
and quarrying stones. Batal people have no
rights over the adjoining forests Lade-ki-Bayen,
Kangu and Manju. These are demarcated and
protected forests. If someone intends to get wood
from these forests one has to get a licence at a
fee of twelve paise for one head-load from the
Forest Department.

For lighting, mostly kerosene-oil lamps, lan-
terns are used. Some villagers have -electrified
their houses since 1960 when Batal was electri-
fied. So far twenty households have electrified
their houses.

Smoking

Smoking is very common. In fact it is seldom
in hills that people do not take to smoking. Ac-
cording to a few, smoking, to some extent pre-
vents wind formation in the stomach. Though
people use Hukka or Kali for smoking, but the
most convenient methogd of smoking is direct
from the smoking bowl or chilam. For this mode
of smoking special chilams are there which have
a small receptacle for tobacco and glowing am-
bers and a long neck. A wet piece of cloth called
safi is wrapped round this long neck and the
smoker inhales the tobacco fumes through the
wet tloth, holding the chilam in cupped hands.
The chilam is passed on to the next man, when
a few smoke together but the safi or wet cloth
will not be passed on if the next -person hap-
pens to a non-caste man. Thus a Brahmin will
not give safi to a Rajput and will not smoke
through the safi of a Rajput. Similar is the case
with ‘the hukka or kali. stem. Ladies do not
smoke although an old woman may enjoy a puff
or so and when she does so she does not use the
stem and lifts the kali in her hands and inhales
from the opening at the bhase where stem is fixed.
Younger people do not smoke before elders as
a mark of respect.

Biris and cigarettes are now commonly used
though at home Hukka or chilam still holds
ground.

Though it is not readily conceded, yet it was
given out in confidence that a few men were iri
the habit of preparing an intoxicating smoke
from Bhang leaves. Green leaves of Bhang plant
are taken and rubbed between two hands for
guite a good period. The adhesive substance
that clings to the hands is cavefully scrapped
with a pen knife and smoked as it is or mixed
with tobacco. For this purpose, the long necked
thilam called sulphi chilam is invariably used.
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Birth, marriage and death customs

An expectant mother attends to her work nor-
mally for about four to five months. After that
she does not exert more nor does she climb trees
as a precaution against miscarriage or abortion.

The birth of a boy is followed by many cere-
monies and it is a matter of great joy for the
entire family. When a girl is born no ceremony
is held except a simple havam:

Delivery takes place in one of the rooms in
the ground floor and is helped by an elderly
woman of the neighbourhood. In the case of a
boy the parents of the mother are informed by
special messengers. The time of birth is noted for
preparing a small horoscope. Later on astrologers
are consulted rathér eagerly to know what luck
the new born brings. Brahmins are all the more
particular about the accuracy of the time of
birth as they have great faith in astrology. Sutak
is observed for ten days and this period is cgonsi-
dered unclean to perform any ritual or ceremony.
On the 10th day, cow’s urine which is consider-
ed a purifying agent is sprinkled in the room.
The mother and the child are taken upstairs.

Hayvan—On the 11th day, havan is performed
by the purohits. After the havan, the family is
considered clean. Gontrala is held by those who
can afford to entertain their friends, and rela-
tives. Other ceremonies like Namkaran, Nish-
kraman, Surya-blokan, Bhumi-upvashan are con-
ducted by the purohit. Navgranthi Pujan is in-
variably done and ‘shudhi’ is observed with
Panchgabya. Panchgabya is a mixture of milk,
curd, honey, cow’s urine and ghee. This mixture
i3 sprinkled in the rooms and also sipped a little

as charnamrit. p

Nam-Karan—A boy’s name ceremony is ob-
served according to the rasi at the time of birth.
The Purohit utters the name of the child through
a ‘conch’, slowly. Sometimes if the Rasi hame
does not suit well, parents, choose other names
but in the horoscope, the rasi names should in-
variably be written by the astrologer.

For girls, no importance is given to rasi names.
They are generally named; Saraswati, Parvati,
Laxmi, Ganga, Jamuna, Gita, Kamla, - Vimla,
Kusurp, Sundri, Godavri and Vasanti. Pet names
are given according to the peculiarities of
t}_1e child. At times, a handsome boy or a pretty
girl may be named as Kalu or Kali. These names
are perhaps suggested for fear of an evil eye or
evil spirit which may cause some disease to mar
the child’s charm. The parents seTéGt‘centrastinq
names to minimise the possibilities of any unto
ward happening. This belief is prevalent among
a few old persons, ’
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Nish-kraman—The father has a first look at
the boy on the eleventh day. This is called Nish-
kraman. The same day the boy has his first
glimpse of the Sun. This is called Surya Avlokan.

Bhumi-Upvashan—When the child is made to
touch the Bhumi i.e., mother earth is also per-
formed the same day.

Shasti Pujan—On the 6th day, a rough image
of cowdung representing the new comer is made
and worshipped. This is called Behai and is pre-
served for the life span on the person concerned.
It is worshipped on every birthday and is con-
signed to some Nullah or stream after death.
Songs are sung for the happy occasion. Shasti
Pujan is done by the priests and the planets
which are unfavourable are worshipped for
appeascinent. Relatives and friends offer presents
to the child and the mother, Silver kangans and
clothes are given to the child. The child’s mother
receives clothes and other items of food espe-
cially ghee from her parents. These presents are
made even -when a girl is born. The feast and
ceremonies are not held on a larger scale as
when a son is born. The birth of a daughter is
not the occasion for rejoicing.

Anna Prashan—Food is given to the child
after six months or in rare cases on the day of
havan. Rice cooked in milk and then sweetened
is considered to be the best food to be given to
a child for the first time. On this day also
Purohit’s services are required to perform the
ceremony.

Mundan and Karan Ved—In the 2nd or 5th
year, mundan ceremoney is held and hair of the
child are cut for the first time by the barber or
someone from among the relation This hair-
cutting ceremeny is done accordihg to the time
calculated by the Purohits. Karan Ved; boring
of the ear is done the same day. The head is
completely shaved with a razor for the first time.
The hair are thrown in the river. Those who
«<an afford to arrange feasts, invite their friends
and relatives. Ears are pierced with a gelden
needle and small ‘murkus’ of gold are also hung
from the ears. Powdered turmieric fried in ghee
is applied to the wound and healing balm.

Vidya Rambh—Lectters are taught to the boy
on an auspicious day or during navratras for the

first time.

Upnayan—At the age of 15 or 16 Upnayan
Sanskar—wearing the sacred thread or Janeo—
ceremony is held. This ceremeny is considered
to be one. of the very important for. Brahmins
and without yagyopaveet, a brahmin is not con-
sidered worthy of his caste. Scheduléd castes do
not wear the sacred thread. Upnayan Sanskar is
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always performed according to the ‘lagan’ as
worked out by the astrologer.

The head of the boy is first shaved and ‘ban
batna’ i3 applied on his body before he takes
his bath. Tel is put on his head by his mother
and sisters and the Purohit does many odd
things. The local music is also required and to
befit the occasion mangal dhawani is most essen-
tial amidst singing by the women. Nav-granthi
dan and gowdan are also done. This ceremony is
not confined to one boy alone, but threc to five
boys “of almost the same agegroup wear the
thread in a single ceremony. They put on yellow
dhoties and begging bowls and satchels are pro-
vided to them. Then they are given alms by their
relatives. The Purohit or the Guru as he is call-
ed puts the thread on their shHoulders and he
whispers Mantra into the ears of his disciples.
Whatever alms the boys get, are given to the
Purohit. The main guru-mantar taught by the
Purohit is Gayatri Mantra which is given here:

A1 W & aealy qavead Wit daem:
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After the ceremony, the boy is expected to
meditate in the morning and evening and read
this guru-mantra as many time as he can. The
Janeo is always kept to remind him of his duties
as a Brahmin and whenever he goes out for
answering the call of nature, he would invari-
ably lift the sacred thread on to his right ear. In
certain cases, brethren and relatives are also
entertained and a ‘dham’ is arranged for them.
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Translation

The sweet sounding of Shehnai and blow-
ing of a conch in Mathura indicates the birth
of Lord Krishna. On the occasion of the birth
of a son the blessings of Goddess Behai are in-
voked. The door of ‘the room where the birth
has taken place is bright like gold and the door
steps are studded with jewels, The charpoy is
inlaid with jewels.

Oh! my mother-in-law! Please do not be angry
with us. Ghee, jaggery and dried ginger which
we shall take is in our home. The mother re-
quests her sistersin-laws not to be angry with
her.

Marriages

Marriage proposals are initiated by the boy’s
parents. This proposal is carried to the girl’s

parents through a middleman who may be a re-

lative of one or both the sides. An informal
agreement is made by the middle man with the
girl’s father provided the horoscope is kept by
the girl’s side, this condition is waived. Usually
the parents of the boy do not press much to see
the girl’s kundli. Age, beauty accomplishment,
economic conditions and the caste of the girl are
sometimes the deciding factors.

Amongst the brahmins marriages take place
outside their gotras. Boys get married between
the age of eighteen and twenty-four years. For
girls it is always fourteen to seventeen and very
rarely above twenty. Most of the marriages
among brahmins are arranged within Batal.

Betrothal—After the parties agree to the
marriagé proposal a simple engagement cere-
mony known as ‘Sagai’ or ‘Vak-dan’ is held at
girl’s parents house. This is done in the presence
of a few relatives. In some cases, the boy’s father

resents clothes to the betrothed girl. Shakkar
15 distributed among those present. This cere-
mony is held according to the auspicious time
fixed by the family Purohit. Betrothal takes
place even when the boy and the girl are minors.
There is no binding that the marriage should
take place within any specified period of time.
It is usually on the convenient date that marri-
age is fixed. The boy’s father consults the astro-
loger and auspicious time is worked out by him
months earlier. If this is acceptable to the girl's
father, preparations for marriage start.

Sarvarambha—A couple of weeks before, pre-
paration of ornaments, clothes and collection of
“Dham material’ js done in right earnest, To cope
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with the work, the relatives help. Sarvarambha
muhurat is told by the family purohit. A
‘Lagnotri’ is prepared. This indicates the date
and time according to which the rituals are per-
formed. The ladies of the neighbourhood
assemble at night and sing songs accompanied
by playing on dholak. These songs are called
“ghorian”, Similarly, another type of songs are
sung at the house of the bride, but these songs
are called “Suhag”. Shakkar is given to those
who participate.

Tel batng—Three, five or seven days earlier
Tel-batna starts as instructed by the Purohit.
“Toran Mandup’ are also erected in the court-
yard. Kalash-stapan is essentially peformed by
the Purohit. Oil is put on the head of the bride-
groom with turf by the sister, mother and other
women of the house.

Shanti—After ‘Tel Batna’, Shanti havan is
performed and Nav-granthi pujan is done.
Planets which are considered inauspicious are
worshipped and ‘granthis’ are given away in dan>>
The marriage feasts start from the day of
"Shanti’, Near relatives and caste brethren are
invited and entertained. The maternal uncle of
the boy participates in this feast. If he is well off
he spends large amounts on the day of Shanti.

Sehra Variyatra—The hand and toes of the
bridegroom are painted with mehandi by
his sisters. When the auspicious moment of
Sehra-bandi draws near, the bridegroom puts-on
her best clothes. Sehra is tied by the family
purohit strictly according to the langotri-time.
After that, the groom is taken to a house. This
is known as ‘prasthan’.

Variyatra—The marriage party may consist
of thirty to fifty persons who are the relatives
and friends of the bridegroom. They are spe-
cially invited. The party starts singing and danc-
ing. The groom 1is carried in a palanquin.”

At the bride’s house—As the Barat procession
approaches the bride’s house, a warm welcome
is given._ The marriage party is not taken direct
to the bride’s house, but accommodated in the
neighbour’s house and served light refreshments.

Milni—The Kurrams—Bride’s father and
groom’s father embrace each other. The bride’s
father offers Re. 1 and a piece of cloth measur-
ing 2} metres of the bride-groom’s father.

Sah-Rekha-—At the appointed hour, the Sah-
rekha pujan is performed by the purohit. The
bride-groom is taken to the bfide’s-house accom-
panied by three other persons. The remaining
‘tel’ of the groom is mixed with the bride's. This
is called ‘telmel’. Ornaments and clothes brought
by the groom’s father are presented to the girl’s



16

mother. The baraties mix up with others at the
bride's place. And it is a popular social get-
together.

Lagan—The bride-groom accompanied by
purohit, his father and others is taken to the
mandap. The music is at its best and women
sing marriage songs. The mandap on the vedi is
either of bamboo or banana trees. The purchits
of both sides and the groom sit close to each
other. Other members-of the Barat sit around
the mandap. In one corner, women make room
for themselves. At the farther end the musicians
sit to play on when they are called upon by the
Purohits.

The bride-groom usually sits facing the east
while. the parents of the bride sit facing the
north. The mandap is attractively decorated with
flowers, green bamboo or mango or pipal or
amla leaves and buntings. Dhoop and incense
are burnt all the time and the atmosphere at the
vedi is pleasant, and santimoneous. The purohit
is the busiest person at the mandap and he 1s
seen doing many things at the same time and
directing others to bring this and that. While
he reads sacred mantras from the Vivah Padhti,
he has to attend to the practical rituals. He
directs the groom to throw flowers, rice and
kungu in the mandap and many times, he is
asked to fold his hands. The first thing at the
vedi is swasti vachan read a bit louder and
collectively by all the pandits present. They do
it with rice grains in their -hands which they
shower on the gathering when the recitation is
over. The purohit performs Navgreha pujan and
blessings of the planets are invoked for the
happiness, prosperity and longivity ‘of the
couple, )

The bride is brought to the Vedi, 4 little later
by her maternal uncle and she is seated by the
side of the groom with her face veiled. Before
the ceremony, Ganesh pujan is held. It is consi-
dered necessary to remove obstacles, The priest
takes a piece of cloth which is tied round the
waist of the bride. The other end of the cloth
is tied to the Patka of the bridegroom. This cloth
is called Lagan-patka. Now the work load of the
Purchit increases and dther .priests may help in
conducting the ceremonies. One priest goes on
reciting the text of the Vivah padhti and the
other pandit attends to the practical side. Many
times, he asks the bride and groom to
throw rice, flowers and shakkar at the sacred
mandap. Sprinkling of water, ghee, throwing of
red vermillion and coconut or betelnut may
mark certain definite stages of-the marriage
ceremony which continugs for threé Yo four
hours. The couple may hold each other’s hands
and have a look at each other, under specific
instructions of the priest.

-
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While all this goes on, women sing mangal
songs and the musicians also do their bit. Kanya-
dan or giving away the girl in marriage is done
by the parents of the girl. Water and milk are
poured on the hands of the groom bit by bit till
the priest finishes his text. This detail of the
ceremony known as ‘panigrehan’ is very im-
portant and is invariably performed at the mar-
riage. Next comes the havan. A sacred fire fed
with ghee and havan samagri is lit in the centre
of the mandap. This sacred fire is tended with
the dry wood of Newar or Ber tree, though any
other wood may be used if the specific wood is
not readily available. At the time of havan, the
fire is fed with small offering of Havan Samagri
i.e.,, a mixture of Barley grains, Til, Ghee,
raisins, dry dates, betelnut and the like and these
offerings are called ‘Ahuties’. Fach Ahuti is
thrown into the fire at the end of each mantra
read by the priest and while others utter the
word ‘Swaha’. The bride and bridegroom also
offer ahuties to the sacred fire.

Sapt Padi—Now comes the time for sapt-padi,
the irrevocable seven steps which the couple
takes. The bride and groom ate asked to go round
the fire seven times. Three rounds—pheras—are
taken when the havan is lit and after a short
interval, three rounds are taken again. In the
six pheras, the bride leads the groom as they are
tied together with Lagan Patka but in the
seventh phera, she follows the groom. At each
step, the purohit reads a Sloka from the Vivah-
padhti and translates it for the benefit of the
couple. These slokas contain some of the finest
marriage vows. Some are from the bride’s side
and enjoining upon the groom to do this and
that whereas others are on behalf of the groom
binding the bride to be a faithful,and devoted
copartner in life. Women ‘sing ‘mangal’ songs
showering blessings on the couple. After this the
bride would sit on the left side of the groom be-
comes a lawful wife—a Dbetter half, ardhangni.
The shlokas are reproduced below: —

Shaya Dan—The parents of the girl display
each item of the dowry in the court-yard and it
is given away to the girl. The item generally con-
sist of a cot with bedding, a steel trunk, utensils
and a cow. Roasted rice (kheel) are also shower-
ed on the couple. Then the bride is dressed
attractively. Her hair are done well. She wears
a chak, clips and teeka on the fore-head. The
relatives and friends offer- her presents, The
members of the marriage party are served food
and they get ready to return. When the baraties
are served food on leaf platter, there is a custom
which is now slowly dying out that some old man
or lady from the bride’s side loudly sings a song
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wherein the baraties are forbidden to start par-
taking the delicious dishes prepared for them
unless someone from amongst them replies to
the points raised in the song. This is called
Pattal Bandhna. All baraties sit still with food
before them when someone from amongst them
loudly sings out a song purporting to be a reply
to the song sung by the bride’s party. This is
called ‘Pattal Kholna'. A song of the type is in-
cluded in the marriage songs given at the end
of this chapter.

The menu for the marriage feast generally
consists of rice, a number of vegetables, one or
two daals, bundi or raita and one sweet dish.
First boiled rice is heaped on the leaf platter,
placed before each barati and then the sweet
dish which may be sweet dakh or bundi is serv-
ed. Thereafter all the preparations are served
turn by turn.

The food is prepared by professional cooks
who are called botis. They are paid.Rs. 3 to 4 a
day plus meals. Sometimes someone from
amongst the villagers may also act as a boti and
prepare the meals.

Maklava—Departure of the barat is a touch-
ing scene. The relatives and friends of the
bride all fuss round her. The elderly women
are often observed .giving many pieces of ad-
vice to the bride and her friends are seen weep-
ing and wiping tears from their as well as from
the eyes of the bride. Then she is carried to the
place where a covered palanquin is kept. She
sits in this ready to be sent. The musicians
head the procession, the ‘dola’ as the palanquin
is called 1is followed by a few persons from the
bride’s side. The farewell songs are full of
pathos and every eye is moist. Bride’s younger

brother or sister may accompany her in the
Dola.

Vedaygi—The farewell of the baraties is
called ‘vedaygi’. It is a custom among the
villagers here that they present twenty-five paise
and a piece of cloth to each member of the
marriage party. Purohits get their share from
their jajmans and bestow ‘ashirvad’ on the
couple.

When the bride and the groom reach their
home, special care is taken by the women that
the bride is treated well and affectionately. She
is escorted by her mother-in-law and here again
many girls and women crowd around her. The
members of the marriage party disperse after
taking part in a ‘nati-dance’. They are later call-
ed upon to have food in a community dham.
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Teeka Nivanda—Friends and relatives ofler
teeka and nivanda to the groom. Teeka is in the
shape of money varying from twenty-five paise
to Re. I and nivanda in the shape of wheat or
maize flour and a small lotku of ghee. 'This cus-
tom i§ now being abandoned.

Vadhi Pravesh—Till such times as the Vadhu
Pravesh Ceremony is done the bride and the
groom are not to enter the house. They are taken
to a fruit tree or a ‘peepal’ tree where havan
and pujan are performed. The couple has to go
round the tree five or seven times. A fruit or
pipal tree is considered a symbol of fertility and
the couple worships it with the fervent hope
and prayer that they may be blessed with clild-
ren especially male ones, When they come back,
the ‘toran’ is cut and the bride enters the houge.
Then she is taken to water source or panihar
accompanied by some women. The water brought
by her is distributed among the family members,
the next day or on some other auspicious day.

A game of skill—On return from panihar, a
parat full of milky water is kept before the
couple. They sit facing each other. The purohit
throws Re. 1 coin, some coins, a ring, a piece of
almond and chhuhara into the parat. Immediate-
ly the bride and the groom put their hands in-
to the water to catch hold of the rupee coin.
Whoever gets it, is the winner. This is done five
or seven times and every one present enjoys the
fun. There is plenty of mirth and laughter.

Gherni Phernu—Return of the bride to her
parents’ house is called ghernu phernu. ©n the
third day of Vadhu Pravesh, the bride accom-
panied by her husband, visit heg-parents’ house.
The younger brother or sister of the bride also
accompanies them back. Some pakwan usually
tikri-chapaties cooked in ghee are taken.

For at least a year, the couple is expected to
visit the girl’s parents house every sakranti—the
first day of every Bikrami month. Kamdeo gene-
rally pronounced as Kandeo.by the people is the
God of love i.e., cupid, in Hindu mythology. A
rough figure of the God is drawn on the wall
and is worshipped so that the bride and the
groom lead a happy life full of love. This rough
figure of Kamdeo is retained for a year. During
the following Bhadon month, the bride stays in
her parents’ house.

Reet—Reet is another form of miarriage in
which a wife seeks a second husband. This is not
practised among the brahmins. Other castes do
marry according to the reet system. In this marri-
age, the groom has to pay the price of the bride
to the former husband,
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Widow  Re-marriage-——Widow  re-marriage
among the brahmins is not permissible. In other
castes there are no restrictions for the widow to
marry again. The second marriage of woman
whether she belongs to scheduled castes or the
swarn castes is not done according to the phera
system.

Dress of the Groom

1. Kurta

2. Yellow Dhoti or Churidar pyjama
3. Achkan or Coat

4. Cap or turban.
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Dress of the Bride
1. Dupatta -~
2. Salwar N
3. Kameez.

The clothes worn by the bride at the time of
marriage are cither of red or of orange colour.

Age and marital status is shown in the table.
In the age goup of 0 to 14 years, only four girls
are married. In the age group of 15 to 34 years,
we find more females married than the males.
This difference can be made up from the age
groups of 35 to 50 and 60 and over.

Age and marital status

Age-group Years Total Population Never married Married Widowed
— A —_— A A A
1 P M F ~ M r oM F M F
All ages 960 502 458 230 155 229 234 43 69
0to 14 .o 337 182 155 182 151 .. 4 .. .
15 to 34 350 172 178 47 4 120 165 5 9
35 to 69 207 108 99 . 87 59 21 40
60 & over 66 40 26 o1 22 6 17 20
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Death Rites

A dying man is brought down to the lower
fioor and is laid on a ‘kusha-asan’ or anything
that is easily available in the household. Death
of the head of the household raises many
problems in the family. Large amounts of money
have to be spent on dillerent rituals and inevit-
able adjustments take place.

~

Bcfore death—
Geeta Path
Gowdan

Panch ratna—Consisting of gqld»,/silv.cr* ame-
thyst, moonga and pearl. This is put into the
mouth of a dying man.

Ganga-jal is sprinkled on the floor where the
dead body is to be kept and Sesamum arc
spread on the kusha-asan.

Sapt dhanya—Seven types of grains are given
in charity. -

After decath—The dead body is bathed with
warm water and then wrapped in white cottou
sheet. Its head is kept towards the north.

The bier is made of bamboo sticks, so that
two persons can carry it. The dead body is then
tied with ssticks and a red or white cloth is
wrapped again. ~

~-
—

Pind dan—Six pinds made of barley-flour,
ghee, honey and Sesamum arc given: —

Mirityu-sthan—Where the death occurred.
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Dwar-pind—On the door.

Aangan—When the dead body is brought out
in court-yard.

Ardh-marga—Mid-way between the house and
the cremation ground.

Cremation ground—1"'wo pinds one beside the
head and the other by the side of the waist, of
the corpse.

The news of death immediately spreads in the
neighBourhood. Relatives living away are in-
formed by special messenger. At least, a member
from cach {family of the baradri accompanies the
dead body. The son, who performs kirya karam
has pis head shaved as a mark of mourning. He
acts as the chiel mourner.

Chita—Pyre: The wood is carried by the
nicnibers of the baradri. The pyre is lit by the
cldest son. In the absence of sons, the pyre is lit
by the brothers. Tulsi, chandan and amla wood
are thrown into the pyre by everyone present.
The services of a priest are necessary while giv-
ing pind-dan, gowdan, antdan and when the
pyre is lit, some ghee is poured. The sons,
brothers and other near relatives go round the

pyre.

Women do not accompany the funeral pro-
cession. The dead body is carried by persons who
put off their shoes and on the way pall bearers
change turns. The conch is blown now and then
and the words ‘Ram Nam Sat Hai' spoken by
every body.

Kapal Kirya—The skull is touched by a bam-
hoo stick or axe when the body is nearly half
burnt. This is done by the chief mourner. It is
only after the kapal kirya that others throw
small pieces of wood into the pyre and when
they have done, some of them take their leave,

Asthi Sanchan—Burnt bones of each part of
the body are collected within ten days and then
taken to Hardwar for immersion in the holy
Ganga. On return from the Shamshan bhumi,
the relatives and brethren are served food at
the house of the déceased.

Diya and Dharmora—An earthen lamp is lit
day and night for ten days. Someone has to sce
that the oil in the lanip is fed at regular inter-
vals. In a corner of the house outside Dharmora,
an earthen-pot is hung. Fresh water is filled daily.
During the ten days, spices, heeng and turmeric
are not used. Garud Puran and Nasiket are re-
cited by the Purohits daily. Many relatives and
friends visit and offer their condolences. The
relatives give one Kilogram of flour to the
bereaved family. This is called ‘Kori roti’, The
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chief mourner has to give pind-dan daily for ten
days. These pinds are made of rice cooked daily
usually near a stream or pond but never in the
house.

Dasang—On the tenth day, the diya is taken
to a mnearly stream or pond and floated across
the stream. The diya is taken early in the morn-
ing and kept lit till it is floated. Clothes are
washed and the rooms besmeared with cow-dung
and clay.

Kirya—Among Brahmiuns kirya is held on the
cleventh day, among the Kshtriyas on the 'thll‘-
teenth day and Vaisyas and Sudras observe it on
the fifteenth day. The rituals are common among

_the diflerent castes.

On the day of Kirya many things are given
to the Maha Brahmin or Acharaj who is speci-
ally invited for receiving these. Kirya is per-
formed near a pond or stream. All the things
are carried to this place. On the obseques day,
a few lcarned priests of the village perform the

rituals. It takes five or six hours to complete ,

the rituals. The work at the kirya sthan 1s at
tended by two or three persons. One usually
rcads the text from the ‘anteshti’—a sanskrit
scripture  and  others perform the practical
rituals. -Many pinds arc made and then giver.
away in dan. Earthen lamps and small carthen
vessels called kujjas full of water have to be
given to the Maha Brahmin,

Shaya dan—Recitation of Gayatri Mantra by
a few Brahmins is arranged. The Acharaj may
be given a cow in charity or Rs. 1.25 or 5.25
representing the value of the cow may be given.
Besides this the Acharaj is also given a stuged
cot, bedding, umbrella, shoes, clothes and a few
utensils, He is given one or two maunds of food
grains also. This is called Shayadan. The Acharaj
1s made to sit on the cot and fed. He is given
some cash as dakshina. The whole household
attends on him respectfully and he is reveren-

tially scen off. Havan is performed on this occa-
sion. The bradari is.also fed.

Tkadsha—Puja is performed for purification
of the soul of the deceased. Clothes, a cot with
bedding and ration are given. Dan includes
many other items depending on the econo-
mic position of the mourner. Some give umbrel-
las, utensils and a cow.

Shodshi—Shodshi in sanskrit means sixteen.
This ritual is done by giving sixteen items of
thalis and tumblers to the Maha Brahmin.
Those who cannot afford to give bronze thalis

and glasses substitute earthen pots to completc
the rituals.
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Spindi—Balls of rice arc prepared in the
namecs of three generations of the deccased and
are given to cows and crows. After the Spindi,
the deceased is believed to have broken his con-
nection with the family.

Solah—On the sixteenth day, sixteen Brjih-
mins are invited and fed in the name of the de-
ceased. They are each given a tumbler or lota,
yagyopavit and sonie coins with a handkerchief.
The family starts taking turmeric spices, heeng
and onions. The women put on their jewellery
and normal working of the household is re-
sumed. Except, of course, the widow who docs
not use jewellery and lives a simple life. She
uses white clothes all her life.

Masik Shradh—Every month on date corres-

ponding to the death date food is given to a
Brahmin for one year,

Barkhi—After one year of the death, ‘barkhi’
is held on the same date (tithi) on which the
death took place. Dan consists of a cot, bed-
ding, utensils, umbrella and a cow. These are
given to the Maha Brahmin. Food is served to a
few brahmins, The brahmin who took food on
every tithi during the twelve months, preced-
ing the barkhi is often given clothes and shoes.

Chaubarkha—is held on completing four years
of death. Dan is given to the Purohit, on this day.
Items of the dan are the same as in Barkhi.
Till barkhi, the dan is given to Acharaj. What.
cver is given on the day of Chaubarkha, is-ac
cepted by the family purohit. Fourteen brahmins
are invited and cach is given a tumbler, yagyo-
pavit and some coins. Married daughters and
other relatives are also invited.

After performing chaubarkha no monthly

ceremony is performed. The deceased is called
‘pitr'-—an ancestor.

Shradhs—Every year in the month of Bhadra
or Asvina, Shradbs are held to commemorate the
death of ancestors. Shrads commence from the
first day of the dark half of the moon—XKrishan
Paksha and last till the end of the Krishan
Paksha. The shradh takes place on the tithi
which coincides with one on which death took
place. On this day, the services of the family
purohit are requisitioned and in the name of
ancestors, some dan is given. This mhy consist
of cereals, cooked food and fruit: -Shradhs are
held on a larger scale. Bradri people, married
daughters and nephews are invited. Kheer and
halva are cooked and after the meals are
served, dakshina of a paisa is given. The mem-
bers of the family do not cat anything unless the
brahmins are feasted first.
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Economic Sources

Batal is predominantly a brahmin village.
Its economy is not entirely dependent on
agriculture, though however, their main oc-
cupation is agriculture  and  live-stock
rearing. They supplement their income¢ by
working in Government Services, Labour-
ers, Upadhayaya-Purohits work, as Vaids
and astrologers. Agricultural produce of the
whole village is not sufficient to feed them. At
least one member from every family has gone
out in search of employment. Many of them
are working in Delhi, Simla and other import-
ant places. Before independence Government of
India's Offices used to come to Simla during
Summer, and people from this village sought
employment in these offices as peons and daf-
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tries. They helped their friends and relatives in
securing similar posts. The result is that there
are even at present a good number of peons and
daftries from Batal in various offices of Govern-
ment of India in Delhi though there is no sum-
mer exodus from Delhi to Simla now. But the
younger generation who study up to Matric or
Higher Secondary now seek clerical jobs. The
Service nien from this village do not sever con-
nection with the village. They support their
families at home and™visit the village very often
whenever they find time. Whatever their share
in the landed property, they must arrange to
keep it under plough even if it may be un-
economic. Live-stock rearing is inseparable
from agriculture and is practised by every
household.

Occupational Pattern

Agriculture Bhopkeeping  Service Shoe making  Vaid Labour Pottery
Age group A A —A —r— N N e
PMY PMFPMPFPMTFTPMPFDPMTFPMT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 910 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Allages -~ . . 520207 313 3 3 79 78 1 6 6 2 2 2 2 3 3
0—-14 . - 22 5 17T . .. oo L s e e e o .
15—34 . . 276103173 1 1 .. 4 43 1 5 5-.. 1 1 1 1 .
35—59 . . 161 62 99 2 2 35 35 1 1 1 1 1 1 22,
60 & Over . . . 61 37 24 1

Out of a total population of 960 persons, 520
the largest number of people, are engaged in
agriculture. In the occupation of agriculture
women out number men, 207 males and 313
females. Males mostly do ploughing and other
work is attended to by the women. Major work
pertaining to hoeing, weeding and harvesting is
carried on by the women. The increased number
of women in this occupation is also attributed
to one more factor. The people who are in
services keep their families in the village and
they are gainfully employed in this occupation.
In the age group of 0—I4, we find 5 boys and
17 girls engaged in agriculture. Here again the
number of girls is larger. This is because of the

L/P( )4SCOHP—4

fact that boys in the same age group are study-
ing in Schools whereas girls are kept at home
and they attend to multifarious activities such
as tending the cattle, bringing fodder and ex-
tending help to their mothers in the field. Many
among the wives, mothers and sisters of the
persons engaged in other occupations do agri-
cultural work, hence thére is no surprise that
fcmales out number males in so {ar as the agri-
culture is concerned. Only 3 persons are engaged
in shop-keeping, 79 are in services-Shge making
is practised by 6 chamar houscholds. Tw& men
earn their livelihood from the profession of
Avurveda and the other two are full time
labourers. Pottery is“done by Kumbhars. There
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is one household of Sunar who apart from doing
his professional work attends to labour.

Astrology and Upadhayaya are practised as
subsidiary occupations by the brahmins. These
are not lucrative sources now-a-days but still they
supplement their income to some extent from
these sources also. Brahmins are always in de-
mand on social functions like marriages, births
and deaths. They are invited to many places in
the illaqua. Some of them who have gained re-
putation as astrologers and pandits may go on
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invitations to perform ‘Bhagwat and Haribans
Katha’ to far off places. Purohits work amongst
the villagers is™done by themselves. It is a
common sight to find one or two priests or
padhas as they are called performing jap or path
in the Shiva temple. These japs are performed
by these padhas on behalf of their jajmans and
they get some remuneration for their services.

The economy of the village depends on the
strength of workers. Their classification by sex
and broad age groups is given in the table.

Workers and Non-workers

Total Population Workers Non-workers
Age Group — A —_ — A — — A
Persons Males Females Persons  Males Females Persons Males Females

1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10
All Ages 960 502 458 615 301 314 345 201 4
0—14 337 182 155 22 5 17 315 177 8
15—34 350 172 178 328 154 174 22 18 4
35—59 ~ 207 108 99 203 104 99 4 4 .
60 & Over 66 40 26 62 38 24 4 2 2

From the over all position of workers and
non-workers depicted in the table it is evident
that number of workers is more than the non-
workers. On the workers side females out
number males and on the non-workers side the
position is quite reverse. There is one reason for
this. In the age group of 0—14 only 5 boys have
been taken as workers and the number of girl
workers is 17. On the non-workers side in the
same age group boys out number girls. This is
due to the fact that boys are studying in the
Schools and girls have either left the school

~

earlier or they were not at all put there and are
employed in agriculture work. In the age
group of 15—34 the number of non-workers has
considerably decreased. The ratio of male and
female non-workers is significant. Eighteen males
and 4 females are either whole time students in
the Government Higher Secondary School Arki
or some of them are seeking employment for the
first time,

Further classification of non-workers by sex

broad age groups and nature of activity is given
in the table here.

2

{

Age Groups Total Non-workers Full time  Persons en-
Students or gaged only
Children at- in House-

tending School hold duties

—r—— —r— —A—

Non-workers
A
Dependeuts Retired Beggars, Inmates, Persons Perso;;
Infants & persons not Vagrants, of penal, seeking employed

children not " employed independent mental employ- before

attending again, women with  and ment but now
school & rentiers, out indi- charitable for the out of
persons persons  cation of institu- first employ-
permanent- living on  source of  tions time ment &
ly disabled agricultural income and seeking
for non-agri- others of work
cultural  unspecified
royalty rent source of
or dividend existence

or other per-
sons of de-
péndent means

N ey A A A A

P M F M r M F M ¥ M F M F M F M F M F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

All ages 345 201 144 103 I0-- 89 104 4 5

0—I4 315 177 138 93 39 8¢ 99 .. ..

1534 29 18 4 10 1 3 3 .. 5

35--5) . 4 ¢ L L. 1 .. 3 )

60 & Over . 4 - 2 2 1 2 1
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Income

The income of each hounsehold has been cal-
culated on a very rough basis of total annual
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will give a general idea about the economic
standard of the life. The villagers are very re-

luctant to give their income and almost always
understand it. On the other hand they invari-

agricultural produce and other sources. This ably ouver-state their expenditure.
Castewise monthly income of households
Main Subsidiary Snurce of Income Rs. 25 Rs. 50 Rs. 51 Rs.76 Rs. 101
& below —-75  —100 & Over
1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8
Bralman
Agriculture . Agricultural . . . . . . 18 e . .
Agriculture , . Service Agri. & Service . . . . . . 7 7 3 19
Agriculture Service Agri., Survice & Shupkeeping . 1
Agriculture Purohit’s work Agri. Purshit’s Work and Service . . . . .. 3
Agriculture . Labour Agri. & Labour . . . . . .. 3 1
Agriculture Purohit’s work Agri. & Purohit’s work . .
Agriculture . Service Agri., Service & Depnt, Keeper . . .. .. . o 1
Agriculture . Astrologer’s work  Agri., Astrologer’s work . . o 2 1 .
Agriculture . . Ayurved . Agri., Ayurved & Purohit’s work & Astro-
logy . . . .. 1 . . .
Service . . Agriculture Scrvice & Agri. . . . . . .. 6 14 1 18
Shopkeeping .. Shopkecper . . . . . .. .- 1 1
Service . Agriculture Service & Agriculture . . . . .. 1 . ..
Ayurved . . Agricullure Ayurved, Agri. & Service . . . . . . 1
Makabralman
Agriculture . . . Agriculture & Purohit’s work . . .. 1 .. . .
Agriculture . Purohit’s work . Agri. & Purohit’s work 2 1 1 .
Agriculture . Purohit’s work Agri. and Purohit’'s work . . . .- 1 .- .
Chamar
Agricultvre . - .. Agriculture . . . . .. 1 . . .
Agriculture . . Shoemaking . Agri., Shoemaking & qervlw and Labour . 2 .. . ..
Shoemaking . Agriculture Shoemaking, Agri. & Labour . . .. 3 1 . .
Service . . Agriculture Service, Agri. & Labour . . . . . .. . 1
Rajput
Agriculture . .. Agriculture . . . . . . . .o . 1
Service . Service . . . . . . . .. P 1 o
Kumbhar
Pottery . « Agriculture Potter & Agriculture . . . . . 2 . . .-
Doomna
Service . . Agriculture Service & Agriculture . . , . . . .
Sunyar
Service . . Coldsmithy Service & Goldsmithy . . . . .. 1 o . .
Koli
Gharat . Labour . Gharat & l.abour . . . . .. 1 e . .

{In 5 households Women live independently. They are widowed and others support them.)
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For income the households have been divided
into 4 categories. The economy of the village
depends on variegated occupations. Service,
purohits work, Ayurved, Astrology and labour
are the important subsidiary occupations which
are invariably followed by one or the other
member from every family.

In the income group of Rs: 50 and below there
are 56 households. Majority of them are Brah-
mins. The families in this group are mostly
those who derive their income from agriculture
and service. This group of families follow more
than one occupation.

Now coming on to the income range of
Rs. 51—75, we find that this group consists of
25 families. Majority of them follow service as
their main occupation, though they also conti-
nue to plough their fields as well. Only 7 house-
holds fall in the income group of 76—100,
while the largest number of households with 47
families come in the range of 101 and over. In
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this category 44 of the families belong to
Brahmins and their sources of income are both
agriculture and service. Many of them are em-
ployed in services as peons or clerks and they
remit their savings to their homes. One of the
brahmins families has a flourishing business at
Dclhi and he is said to be the richest man of
the village, 5 widowed women live independent-
ly and all of them are aged. They have no de-
finite source of income -and are supported by
others,

Expenditure

The main items of expenditure are food,
clothing and education. " Thé fourth item
‘pthers’ include expenses on smoking, refresh-
ments, travelling, medical, religious, land re-
venue live-stock and cultivation. As in the case
of income the households have been grouped
in 5 categories of expenditure. Their caste-wise
average monthly expenditure is shown in the
table here :—

AVERAGE

Castewise-Monthly Expenditure

) Tis. 50 & below Rs. 5175 Rs. 76—100 Rs. 101 aad Over
Items of Expenditure P e A A ———m A
No.of  Average  No.of  Average  No.of  Average  No.of  \verage
Households  ¥xp. Houscholds Exp. Householls Lxp. Households  Exp.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Brakman
Food e 45 22-10 23 22-37 5 46 66 o 9439
Clothing . . . - 43 631 23 949 H 12-3) 14 21 67
Bduecation . . . . . 17 1-91 15 2.3 3 1-44 ~8 5 0%
Others .. 42 7479 23 1378 5 20 91 44 10 09
Maha Brohmin
Toud . . . 4 16-66 H 25-00 1 3750
Clothing  *  + « - 4 22.22 1 12:85 1 12-25
Bducation  * . . . . 1 2-08 1 208 .. ..
Otliers e e 4 10-27 1 26-44 1 37-08
Chamar
Food . . . . ~ 6 22-92 1 29-16 .. . ) 4116
Clothing . . . . . 6 677 1 12-23 . .. o 1 16-66
Lducation . . . . . 1 2-08 .. .. . .. .. ..
Othors . . . . 6 9-90 1 727 . . 1 4150
Rajput
—_—
Ford . . . . . o~ .e .. 1 4500 1 RR IS
Ol hing . e . .. 1 8 N0 1 10 06
Edueation e .. . N
- ! 7000 1 h 0S8

Others
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Kumhar /

Food . . . . . 2 15:00 ,

Cl»thing . . . . . 2 4-16 . .

Edueation . . . . . . ..

Others . . . * ) 2 7-16 .e s .. .o . e
Sunyar

Food . . . . . 1 20-83

( Irthing . . . . . 1 6-25 e . .

Edueation . . . . . .. . . .

Others . . . . . 1 7:08 .. . . .
Doomna

Food . . . . . . 1 5833

Clothing . . . . . .e .e 1 8-33

Education . . - . . .. . . . 1 2.08

Others . . 1 35:16
Koli

Food . . . . 1 20-83

Clothing 5-00 .

Education . . . . . . ..

Others . . . . 1 21-83 -

(Tn 5 households widowed women live independently and others support them.)

The expenditure table will reveal that ex-
penditure on food gets higher and higher ac-
cording to the income of the households. In the
income group of 50 and below expenditure on
food of 42 households works out to Rs. 2,210
and on clothing; education and others it comes
to Rs. 60.

In the income group of 101 and above there
are only 2 houscholds from the scheduled
castes. One family is of a chamar and the other
of a Doomna. The majority of families in this
range of expenditure are those of Brahmins
and none from amongst the maha-brahamins.

Indebtedness

The economy of the village is dependent on
many sources. As would appear from the table
given herc the incidence of indebtedness is not
very high :—

Indebtedness by Income Group

Total No. of No. of Percentage
households Households of Col.
in debt 3 to Col. 2

Income Group

"

1 2 3 4
Rs. 25 and below . . .. . .
Rs. 50 and below . . 56 is 8%
Rs 51 t0 76 . . 25 5 20%
Rs. 76—100 . . 7 1 14-299%
Rs. 101 and over . . 47 11 23.409,
Total _ . 136 32

249,

On an average 24 per cent families are under
debt. In this table 5 households of widowed
women have not been taken because they did
not fall in any category of income group. These
widowed women though living independently
have no source of income and are dependant
upon their relatives. The percentage of indeb-
tedness is the highest amongst the families of
income group of 50 and below. It was further
revealed by the village elders that money
lenders are reluctant to lend out money to such
persons who have scanty means of repayment.

-
Indebtedness
Amount of No, of
Causes debt  families
_ in debt
1 2 3
(a) Purchase of land . i . 3,000 1
(b) House construction or repairs of
existing buildings . . 1,600 2
{c) Marriages . . . © 13,400 13
(d) Ordinary wants . . 9,200 16
, - Total . 27,200 32

_ The crude amount of debt with~the debtors
is about Rs. 27,200, Main causes of indebted-
ness are as detailed above. The bulk of the-deb:
1s on two accounts (i) marriages and (ii) ordinary
wants, The main agency which advances loans
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are the village money lenders or some shop-
keepers at Arki. They charge interest at Rs. 12.50
per cent Per annum.

ECONOMY

Agriculture

Agriculture is practised by 93 per cent families
in Batal. The land utilization statement will
show the classification of land for a de\cade —

Land Utjlization Statement

Perma- Land Fallow
Barren nent under- land other
and Land pastures Miscel- than
Year Total Fcrest uncul- putto Cultu- and laneous Current current Net Total Area
area turable non- rable  other  trees. fallows fallows area cropped sOWN
land agricul- ‘waste grazing Crops (other sown  area more
ture land not wasto) than
included once
in net
area
sown
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1952-53 615 3 33 339 .. 37 203 341 138
1953-54 61 3 33 339 . 37 203 359 156
1954-55 615 3 33 . 339 . 40 . 200 333 133
1955-66 615 3 31 43 338 . 40 162 299 139
1956-57 615 3 21 43 338 . 32 168 285 117
1957-58 615 3 31 43 338 .. 71 129 249 120
195859 . 615 3 31 43 338 . . . 200 203 93
1959-60 615 3 31 43 338 . .. .. 186 356 168
1960-61 615 3 3 43 338 .. 2 198 295 97
1961-62 . . 615 . 3 31 43 330 .. 2 e 198 289 91

There has been no increase in the 4rea from
1952 to 1962. Out of a total areaf 615 acres
net area sown in 1952-53 was 203 acres. More’
land was not brought under cultivation in the
subsequent years. Till 1955 no land has been
shown as cultivable waste but in the year 1956 a
sizeable area of 43 acres fell as cultivable waste
and the area sown decreased to 160 acres. The
latest position of the area sown is 198 acres and
there has been tonsiderable change in the cate-
gory of ‘current fallows’. This type of land is
only 2 acres. As regards permanent pastures and
other grazing land there has. not been much
change during the decade.

Two crops are harvested in a year and the
cereals grown in each cropping sgason are :—

Rabi—Wheat, barley, gram, sarson and tara-
mira, —

. Khafif—Bathu, Kachalu, Kulth, Mash, Maize,
Paddy. ' ‘ -

-

Agricultural pracpices—Agriculture calendar
showing crop seasons duration of crops and
agricultural operations are given in the tables: —

Crop season
Period Sowing  Harvesting Crops g;'ow_l
- period period
1 2 3 4

Kbarif May-—June Sept- October Bathu, Kachalu,

( May-Juneto *° * Kulth, Mash

© Sept. Oct. Maize and Paddy,

Rabi 1Oc,'u. November April Barley, Chana,

Septe-Oct. Sarson, Taramira,
;" To, Aprli and Wheat.
. Duration of Principal Crops
Name of Season - Duration
Crop

Maize o -Kharif 3 months, May—June to Sep-
tember—October.

Paddy . Kbarif . 38 months (one month for paniri
Jyaistha to Asadhs) harvesting
in August.

Wheat . Rabpi 6 months, Ooctober-November to

April or May.

T L A T

P

e

e e
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Agricultyral operations

Month Operation

January Manuring of wheat fields,

“February . Some households sow tobacco. Repairing of
field walls and digging stones from the fields
is mostly under taken.

March Harvesting of Sarson, barley and sesamum.,

April . Transplantation of tobacco and onion. Grow-
ing chillies and garlic. Harvesting and
threshing of barley and wheat.

May . Paddy fields are ploughed and watered.
Threshing of wheat and barley ends. Culti-
vation and watering of paddy fields. Dep-
ending on rains tilling of fields is begun for
sowing maize. Bushes are cut from every
ends and corners of the fields and then burnt

June . Sowing of maize. Transplantation of paddy
and frequent watering of dhan fields.

July . Hoeing and weeding of maize. The grown up
maize fields are also ploughed. This opera-
tion is called Halodna.

August . Watering of paddy fields, hoeing and weeding
maize. Harvestng of paddy.

September Harvesting maize.

October Preparatory tilling for sowing wheat is begun.
Drying and threshing of maize ends.

November Wheat sowing continues, Fields are ploughed
two or three times.

December Manuring of wheat fields.

Rabi crops do not require much labour. After
the wheat sowing is over farmers enjoy more
leisure hours. During this period annual stock
taking of fire-wood and grass is mostly under-
taken by women. Men_ take up manual labour.

Maize—Maize is the principal subsistence crop
of the village. Its production is comparatively
higher than any other crop. The .variety of
maize sown here is Sathru which is ready in 60
days. Sambhar and the indigen'ous maize seed
was exchanged by the Gram Sewak.

Sowing—Maize is sown some times in May
or early June depending on rains. The best time
for sowing maize is early June or end of May.
Farmers consider themselves to be very lucky
if there are showers during this time. The crop
sown during this period gives better yield. Due
to late rains large number of weeds, spring up
simultaneously with the maize plants and
unless it is hoed vigorously the crop does not
come up so well. The seed is sown by broadcast
method and for a thorough distribution of the
seed a plot is divided into three or four parts

31

by ploughing. Usualy one ploughing is given
and levelling done thereafter. Manuring is done
if there is a surplus.

Hoeing work is started after 10 or 12 days
when the crop is about } a feet above the ground.
Weeding is done either with a hoe or a wooden
implement having seven or eight teeth and run
by oxen.

Halodna—When the crop-is knee high bul-
locks are engaged and the fields again ploughed
very carefully to earth up the plants. This
ploughing is not simple and has to be done in
such a way that the crop is not damaged. This
operation helps in healthy growth of the crop.

Harvesting—The crop is ready for harvesting
sometimes by the end of August. It is reaped
with sickles and big heaps are piled in the
fields. The maize after removing the cobs is
brought to the threshing floor and kept for dry-

_ing for 10 or 15 days. The grains are threshed

out of the cobs by beating and then stored in
depositor.

Wheat—After the maize harvest fields are
ploughed at least thrice. The maize straw and
roots are removed from the fields and the soil
is made soft for sowing. An improved variety
of wheat seed NP. 80% is sown by majority of
the farmers, It was disclosed that the seed pro-
vided to them by the Gram Sewak has yielded
better results,

Sowing—Wheat is sown in early November
by broadcast method. This is usually the prac-
tice of sowing other crop as well. After seed has
been scattered the fields are ploughed and level-
led. It requires about 10—12 Kilograms of seed
for one bigha. The seed sprouts’6 or 7 days
after sowing. The crops grow up about six to 9
inches by Decemmber or January. Manuring and
weeding is also done about the same time. Cow-
dung is carried to fields in Kiltas by men, often
collectively in turns. Some families may do their
work themselves. Weeding is done by women
and the weed serves as a good fodder to their
cattle.

Harvesting—By the end of April wheat is
ready for harvesting. Reaping operations are
usually carried By the women. Men carry heavy
bundles of wheat to threshing floors. The crop
sheaves are spread in line in fields for drying.

Threshing—The wheat sheaves_ are either
beaten with sticks or these are arfan@ed-in the
threshing floor. The- bullocks are then taken
.round the khalyan_till the stalk is thorouglily
trodden, The winnowing is done with a winnow-
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ing fan to separate the grains from the straw. Jinswar statements of Rabi and Kharif for 10
The grains are then stored in depositories and years will reveal the area under different
straw is separately heaped for cattle. corps.—

JINSWAR STATEMENT KHARIF (In acres)

Year Paddy Maize Bathu Mash Orch- Kulth Ku- Til Total Area Balance Incidence
ard chalu orops of Total correct  Total of
har- crops  area areaon Assess- Assess-

vested failed sown  which ment of ment on
crops harvest crops har-

were vested
Bown
1 ) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
1953 7 118 .. 22 . 16 .. . 163 . 163 163 382  2/5/6
1954 6 106 e 18 . 45 . e 175 18 193 193 382 1/9/9
1955 7 138 .. 6 8 150 .. 159 159 382  2/6/6
1956 12 140 . 6 8 166 e 166 166 382  2/8/7
1957 ‘8107 .. 5 8 1 129 129 129 382 2/15/5
1958 9 147 3 4 1., 164 . 164 7 164 382 .
1959 14 144 . 13 .. 15 .. . 186 . 186 186 382 2/14/.
Ly60 8 M8 6 .. 16 1 ., 179 I 179 179 386 215/
1961 it 133 (O T O § B 1 174 . 174 1714 386  2.01
1962 142 11 .. 10 1 8 2 o 174 . 174 174 380 2-01
JINSWAR STATEMENT RABI (In acres)
Yoar Woeat Burloy” Channa Taramira Total Area of Total Balance Total JIncidence
crops crops area correct agsess-  of Assess-
harvested  failed sown area on ment of menton
whieh crops harvest  crops har.
were Sown verted
1 2 3 4 - 5 6 7 8 9 1¢ 11
1953 . 120 1 1 122 16 138 138 229  1/14/11
1954 . 132 19 161 25 186 186 229 1/8/9
1955 . 135 2 2 Sarsal 140 .. 140 140 229 1/10/2
1956 . 99 2 1 1 103 .- 103 103 229 2/414
1957 112 4 1 2 119 .. 119 119 220  1/14/10
1958 R 116 2 1 1 120 . 120 120 229 1-80
1959 . 122 2 2 126 3 129 129 229 1.21
1960° . 152 1 1 .. 154 16 170 170 232 1-48
1961 . 115 1 5 . 116 .. 116 116 232 2-00
1962 . 103, 2 2 6 115 . 115 115 232 2-00
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Horticulture

There is a beautiful plum orchard of the erst-
while ruler of Arki nearby. But this has not
created any interest among the villagers to popu-
larise fruit trees. The soil is very well suited to
plum, lime, lemon and gauva. Some plants of
these varieties of citrus were obtained by a few
houscholds through the Gram Sewak. These
planis have been put on odd places either on
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the corners of the field or near the houses on
such portions of land where almost nothing
grows,

Ownership of land

Out of 1 total number of 140 fdmilies only
10 fal' in the category of those who do not
possess land. A table showing distribution of
land is given here:—

TABLE

Households owning or possessing land or have given out land to others Jor cullivalion

Community NoLand 5 Cents  6—10 Pl1—20 2150 51 cents I—2:d4 2:5—4-9 510 10 acres
and cenis rents cenis to 1 acre acres acres acres and abave
below

| 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ) 10 Lt
3rahmin 5 e + 17 o9 a6 [
Chamar . . . . .. 1 f .
D omna .. .. “ t .. ,
Koli . | .. . . .. .
Kurmibar . - ‘e o . 2 .
Maha- Brabain . .. . 2 R 9 .
Rajput . i .. .- . 1 i
Sunyar . ] .. . . . -
130 families own land 6 Brahmins households ments.

and one of a Rajput come under the category
of those who possess 2.5 to 4.9 acres of land.
Four families have very small holdings between
11 to 20 cents and 20 families own between
21 to 50 cemts. Fiftysix families own land
between 51 cents to one acre while 43  house-
holds possess 1.1 acres to 2.4 acres.

From the over all position of land it is clear
that their land holdings are meagre and it is all
the mare uneconomic when divided into [rag-

Price of Land

Average cost of land is shown in the statement.
The average has heen worked out on the basis
of sale of land, during a decade from 1952 to
1661-62, 49 acres of land was sold and purchased
within the village for a sum of Rs. 24,472 during
a period of ten years. Qut of 49 acres, 26 acres
was cultivable and, 23 acres non-cultivable.
The average cost- of land per acre works out to
Rs. 495.42.

TABLE

Average Cost of Land

Year No. Tutkal Area  Cdltivahbie Non- Cast o Average  Average
i alres cultivable land  per acre  per bigha

1 2 3 € 3 G 7 8
;;52-5’;— . (83 S 6 1,804-00 3129-00 24.00  \vorage per acre 40942
1953-51 ) .. . . e ..
193 £-5.") . . . 3 2 g . 38-00 19.00 340 _\verage per bigha 09.88
10556-56 . . . b 4 4 .. 3,785-00 940625 4400
1856-567 . . . L 1 1 .. 200-00 2,000 00 396-20
1957-58 . . . - . .. ‘e . .
1553850 . - . . . . e o ..
1959 8% . . . 3 1 . 1 3,160-00 3,05 )00 627 20
106061 . . 40 9 3 4] 48500 307-22 7420
1961-62 . 66 18 8 10 57822 16800

10,408:00

a4,472-00

7,419-60

1,252 1)
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Agricullural implements—Agricultural imple-
ments with their cost and duration are given in
the table. These implements are made by the
olacksmiths and carpenters. Some of them are
also .bought from the markets: —

ECONOMY

For sharpening and repair work additional
one patha is given. The artisans are invited on
all festive occasions and entertained like other
relatives. "

Marketing of produce—Batal is deficient in
food grains. There is hardly any family which

Implement Use Cost  Duration gets enough to last for a season. Rice and wheat
— are purchased by them from the local shops or
. from Arki bazar. Some may even go to far off
Drat Cutting fire wood 2:00 4 years places to purchase ration. This depends on the
Gaan + Weeding maize fields .  5-00 10 years price position. The local shopkeeper usually
Hoe Weeding 3:00 , 5 years Ch'Elrges a bit more. During 1962-63 the following
Gainti Digging 8-00 10 years prices were prevalent: —
Jhabal Digging stones 8:00 15 years (40 Kilograms)
Khilni . Weeding 2:00 4 years Rice Rs. 20 to 25
(small hoe) Wheat Rs. 18-00
Loveller 6:00 7 yoars Maize Rs. 1500
Phalli For paddy cultivation ~ 10-00 8 years Onion Rs. 8-00
Plough » Ploughing ‘ 6:00 4 years Nature of expenditure in connection with
Siekle Harvesting and cutting  1-50 3 years various operations—The entire work of agricul-
grass = tural operations is done by the farmers them-
Yoke . 3-00 & years

Except gainti and jhabal the agricultural im-
plements are manufactured by local blacksmiths
and carpenters. The material is supplied by the
farmers. The artisans get grains at the time of
harvest after every six months. Besides making
new implements repaits are also undertaken. .

selves. Expenditure in few families where there
is no male member at the time of sowing wheat
or maize, employ agricultural labourers who are
paid at Rs. 2 per day. Some of the households
who cannot cope with the work ask for their
neighbourers help at the times of sowing, plough-
ing, hoeing, scattering of cow dung afid harvest-
ing. This help is usually reciprocal.

Plough 4 Kilograms of grains at the time of harvest. Animal’ Husbandry
Toke 5 Kilograms of grains. Next to agriculture live stock rearing is of
Leveller . 4 Kilograms. great utility to peasants. A pair of bullocks is
Gaan 6 or 8 Kilograms according to the quality of a necessity to farmers. Cows are kept by majority
work required. This depend on the number of the households. Buffaloes are an important
of teoth. ~ milch cattle. In the absence of any cattle agri-
Hoe - 2 Kilograms. - cultural (Frofession is incomplete. Such a house-
Sickle . 3 Kilograms. hold as do not have cattle is not held in respect
Drat 4 Kilograms, by others.
Live Stock Statistics
- Cows Bullocks Sheep Goat Calf Buffalo
A A _A.___.,_‘ A
Caste No.of | No.of "No. of "No. of “No. of No. of
house- house- house- house- house- house-
holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total
owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Brahmi . 105 205 66 132 8 16 10 14 33 43 51 55
CEZmIZ;n . 8 14 7 13 . 3 5 i i 3 4
Doomna . 1 1 1 2 ..
Koli 1 4 ~L 2 1 2 1 1 .
Kumhar . . 2 2 2 T—4 . 1 1 1 1 1 1
Mahabrahmin 5 7 4 8 . .. .. 2
Ra,jput 1 4 1 2 e ‘e 1 3 .o
Supyar 1 2 .. .. 1 1 ..

One Rajput, one Mahabrahmin and Nine brahmin hoyseholds do not possess live-stock,

3
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Cows, bullocks, sheep, goat, calves and buffa-
foes form the entire cattle population of the vil-
fage. Cows are owned by 124 families and their
number is the largest. Goat and sheep are own-
ed by only a few hduscholds. Cattle sheds are
separate from the main fesidential houses. In
summary, cattle are tethered in the court.yard.
Except buffaloes other cattle are let loose dur-
ing the day time to the pasturc grounds, Some
one from every family tends cattle lest they should
go astray or enter any onc's fields which gives
rest to quarrels. Housewives usually bring fodder
after attending to their kitchen duties. They
have also to clear cow-dung from the sheds and
the court yards. Cow-dung may ecither be dump-
ed at a place to be subsequently used as manure
or is turned into dung cakes to be wsed as fuel.
Men too are employed for cutting leaves and
grass. These duties mostly keep the farmers busy
throughout the vear.

The breed of milch and other cattle is indi-
genous, but of late they have availed of the
facilities provided at Veterinary Hospital, Arki.
They bring their cows and buffaloes for servic-
ing to the Hospital where improved bulls are
kept. This will go a long way to improve the
non-descript stock to an appreciable extent. The
hospital is of imense utility to the villagers. They
get other facilities of free treatment from the
Steck Assistant and the Veterinary Doctor when-
ever required. -

The common diseases among the cattle are: —

Indigestion Wounds
Dronchitis HS8.
General debility Mange
Infections Maggois
Foot and month Rinderpest

Of these H.S, foot-and mouth and Rinderpest
are very disastrous and contagious. Liver fluke
and rahbies are‘also prevalent. In October, 1962,
there was an out break of H.S. in Batal resulting
in 4 deaths, but the discase was soon brought
under control by the Veterinary Doctor. In order
10 avoid the possibilities of out break of such
dangerous diseases vaccination and inoculation
are periodically performed by the veterinary staff
at Arki. Medicines for other diseases are obtain-
ed from the hospital. Castration cases are usually
performed by the stock assistant and the villa-
gers are not hesitant to follow the new methods
of castration.

The milk yield of cows and buffaloes is very
poor. A cow gives hardly half a kilogram of
milk at one time during early period of calving.
Even this quantity decreases to a quarter kilo-
gram after six months. Similar is the case of
buffaloes, T he causes for the poor milk yield
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are that the farmers can not afford substantial
fodder.

Fodder served to the cattle consists of chaff,
maize stalks and grass, Grass is supplied by
ghasnis or forests. It is cut and collected in the
month of December and January and stalked in
conical heaves called Kunnu. Small bundles are
faid over one another in a particular fashion to
complete the Kunnu which is so arranged that
the grass is not spoiled by rains. Similarly maize
stalks are arranged in Kunnu and used as fodder.
No concentrates are given to cows, whether wet
or dry. However some taramira, barley and
gram or unused maize or wheat breads may be
gLven as concentrates to the milch buffaloes.

While serving grass or maize stalks to  the
catile the fodder is not cut into small bits but
it is thrown before the cattle, which they uge in
such a way that practically half of it gocs waste.

‘This results in inadequate feeding of the
cattle and shortage of fodder as well. Because
there always is shortage of grass, green leaves of
beul and ban, and some other trees are also used
as fodder. It is a laborious job though, but men,
women and children all climb up the trees to
cut down branches for collecting leaves. It takes

about 2 hours to gather a sma)) head load of
green leaves.

Veterinary Hospital, Arki—There is a veteri-
nary hospital at Arki which came into being en
29th March 1954, Its jurisdiction exiends 1o the
whole of Arki Tehsil excluding some villages
near Kunihar where such facilities are already
available. The hospital has a staff of 6 with a
Veterinary Doctor as Incharge. Cattle suffering
from minor diseases are broughto the hospital
for treatment. Castration_cases are attended in
the hospital. To improve the non-descriptive
and indigenous stock one murraha buffalo bull
and a Hariyana bull are kept. The villagers
bring their milch cattle for servicing to the hospi-

tal. From Batal alone the following cases were
recorded: —

Cow byl Bauftaioe bull
1960.9 11
1961-13 21
1962 6 17
1963-5 12
1084 —

August 3

Village Crafts T~

Spinning -and tailoring is done by many
house-uflves. Agricultural work is seasonal and
in _tht miervening period people Pérsuc one gr



36

the other work beneficial to them. For sowing,
hoeing and harvesting seasons they have to keep
their inplements in working order. All this work
is done during the period of inactivity. Car-
pentry, black-smithy, pottery, goldsmithy and
silver-smithy are the important crafts. Weaving
and basket making are done by craftsmen from
the necarby villages.

Blacksmithy and carpeniry—Six families of
Lohars work as blacksmiths and carpenters. The
entire work of the village is done by these fami-
lies who live in Jakholi about a kilometer froin
Batal. These households have not heen reckoned
in the population because they fall in a separate
revenue number. Apart from making agricul-
tura] implements, they are employed for house
construction work.

Raw material for implements is supplied by
farmers. For example if a plough is to be made
the fasmer supplies Wood, iron and charcoal.
The blacksmith has to be assisted to blow at the
bellows and strike hot iron with a big hammer.
Repair work is undertaken the same way. For
the routine work customary payment in the
shape of cereals is made to them at each harvest.
Whenever a_carpenter is employed for house
construction, he gets daily wages according to his
capacity and skilfulness. A good carpenter gets
Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 per day.

The customary payment of cereals is called
Saithha'. It varies from house to house accord-
ing to the quality .and quantity of work. The
carpenters and_ blacksmiths have their separate
zamindars. The latter alwdys get their work
done fromn their artisans until there is a dis-
pute.

The articles produced are: —

1. Axe . 2. Draft
3. Gann 4. Hes

5. Leveller ) 6. Phawadi
7. Phalx B 8. Plough
9. Sickle 10. Yake

In licu of the work done carpenters get cereals
on the following rates: —

8 to 10 Kilograms (4 or 5 pathas).

Shoe-making—There are eight chamar families
who are engaged in shoe-making and agriculture.
Lately many of them work as labourers on the
road. Shoe-making is not solely sufficient (o sub-
sist and they have, therefore; pursued other
occupations. The type of shoes they miake is very
simple. Bulk demands of shoes are met from
Arki bazar or Simla. Now repair work is mainly
left to the local shoe-makers,

ECONOMY

A shoe-maker gets Rs. 4 to 6 for a pair of
shoes. Repair work is done on usual customary
payments ol cereals at each harvest. It varies ac-
cording to the quantity of work. 5 to 8 kilo-
grams of cereals are given to the shoe-maker. In
addition, he is invited on each festival and social
function.

Pottery—Two potter families living here make
earthen pots which are usually in demand. They
often sell their pots in Arki Bazar also. Bardu
an old potter of Batal says about pottery: —

1A qY E TR FL AL 98 F0EA T
AT TR % e o4 00T 19 e ST
a1 &< 9T AT I79..

TF A1 TET T ST G/ OZA FY AT
ez mrfore & qow fax swom foe qF o9t 1Y F19
Ul |

The raw material used in pottery is clay. Sand

is also mixed in very small quantity in the Tratio
of 5:1000. Potters’ tools are:—

Chak—Potters wheel is the basic necessity of
a Kumhar. Every pottery article is made on it.
In Batal the wheel is made {rom ‘“‘munj—a
specie of hay mixed with cow dung and clay.

Stick

Wooden hammer—Reqnired {or
the clay.

To set the wheel moving.

pounding

Thatu—Round flat wooden tool with a
handle used for patting the pot while in the
process of making.

They preparc houschold articles which are
usually in demand. There is a wide range of
sizes and shapes of carthenware—varying from
an earthen lamp to a mal: —

Mal—This is the biggest pot of a capacity of
10 to 15 galions in the pottery items. Mats are
used for storing water at certain important way-
side places in summer season where fatigued
and wornout travellers rest and quench their
thirst. This pot is required for.keeping small
quantities of cereals.

Pitcher—Pitchers are used for fetching water
from the Bowli. This is very common in every
household. Pitchers are also required for
churning curd. Watcr containers called Gharolu
or Mangu are givén to younger bhoys and girls
to bring water.

Manghi or Paru—This pot is ol a capacity of
1 kilogram to 2 or 3 kilograms usually required
for keeping whey. Ghee is kept in Manghi,
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Handi~Handi is of pitcher size. It is wider
at the mouth and is used for cooking ‘sigru’
or ‘dindre’. These itenms of food are steamn cook-
ed.

Ghiartoo—-This is a very small pot and con-
tains only 110 grams of ghce. Its mouth is quite
narrow hardly 1 in. diameter. Ghiartoo is re-
quired for kecping ghee which is presented to
relatives at the time of marriages or other social
functions.

Diya—Small carthen lamps are in demand
during Diwali.

Chilam—Chilam is a necessity in each home
and this item of pottery is always in demand.

Kundi—This pot is bought by the confec-
tioneries for keeping curd.

Khori—This is a lid required for the pitcher
in which curd is churned.

Price of each article—-
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Colouring—Some pottery articles are colour-
cd and designs are drawn on them. Black colour
is obtained by pulversing stone. These stones
are obtained from Barori a village near Kuni-
har. Khair wood charcoal is thinly powder-
cd and then mixed with the stone powder. Then
ﬁne' designs are drawn with brush made of pigs

air.

Gold and Silversmithy—There is one family
of Sunar in Batal. Some of the members of this
family have since left the profession and taken
up service as teachers in schools. The profes-
sional work is done by two members now. Therc
is not much work for them in the village.
People prefer to get their work done in Arki.

The goldsmith has his workshop adjacent to
his house. He has kept all sort of tools and
whenever required he attends to his customers.
Since the gold control order came into force the

fs. P : sunars have become under-employed and they

Mat R o o b5 have taken up other means of livelihood.
Piteher 1.0
Madhani 500
Manghi 0-25 Goldsmith’s tools are: —

or less acenrd- i

ing size Iron, furnace, hammers, scissors, tongs,
Huudi e 1-00 griptex, compasses, janti, jand, gathali,
Ghiargou B 012 thapa, kalm, san, borer, brush and pan
Diya 0-75 for keeping water.

(tor himndred)
Chilam 0-06
Kundi 0-50 These tools are not made locally and have to
Khori 0-06 be purchased from the market.

I
The items of Jewellery produced with cost and weight are:— -
Silver/ Weight Cost of Wages for Cost of
Name[of article Gold in tolas material labour ﬁxyshed
: per tola per tola article
1 2 3 4 a 6

Bragar Gold 1} 145-00 3-00 222-00
Button . . . . . . Silver 4 2-50 0-50 12.00
Chak Silver 1 2-50 0-50 3:00
Ear ring Gold 1 145-00 3:00 18500
Gojru Silver 16 2:50 0-50 48-00
Kangnu Silver “16 2:50 0-50 48.00
Necklace Gold 6 mashas 145-00 3:00 88800
Long . . Gold 6 mashas 14500 '3“00\\\ 7400
Ring . . . . Gold 1 masha 145-00 3-00 17-33
Tilli . . . . . . Gold , 1 masha 145-00 3-00 17-33
Tops Gold 3 mashas 154-00 300 37-00
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Spinning—The spinning is done by many
families. The sheep are owned by a few house-
holds only. Others purchase wool from the
market or from the Kinnauras who stay near
about the village in Seri in winter. Winter
months are the best for spinning. Men and
women sit around the fire place and spin on
spindles. After the wool has been teased with

ECONOMY

fingers it is spun till late at night. Small conical
baskets are carried about during day in which
they keep their spindles and little wool. Wherever
one goes he finds sometime to attend to his
spinning. This is common with the older people
only. Younger men and women are seldom
found spinning. '
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Social Life

Social and cultural life of the villagers is
governed by various deities. Villagers have an
unflinching faith in fate and gods. Astrology and
Hindu mythology are deeply rooted in their way
of life. They not only believe in the planets and
their power in moulding the human destiny, but
also profess and preach the truth about them.
Some astrologers have the knowledge to con--
‘Vince even an atniest that Hindw shasiras and
mythology influence the character and perso-
nality of an individual to a great extent. The
Gods and Goddesses worshipped are Bramaha,
Hanuman, Krishna, Mahadeva, Ramchandra,
Shiva, Vishnu, Durga, Kalimata, Laxmi and
Parvati. In many households photos of these
Gods and Goddesses are found hung in their
rooms.

A malc or female member in cvery family
after bath burns incenses and offers prayers for
the well being of the family. Older and orthodox
people may sit in meditation for hours together,
they tell beads on a mala made of either Tulsi
plant wood or of Rudraksh. This mala is put in-
side a cover ‘made of red cloth which is called
gomukhi. The mala consists of 108 beads and
each bead is turned over when the mantra that
the person is reciting is finished. Thus to com-~
plete telling on beads of one mala one has to
recite the mantra 108 times. There is no end
to One’s liking of a particular mantra for recita-
tion but generally Gayatri, Maha Mritunjaya or
Durga mantras are more common. Pipal tree
and tulsi plants are sacred to them. Housewives
are quite devoted to the worship of these. Among
the lesser known Gods Deo of Madhor in Sub-
Tehsil Senoi and Dharwala in village Serighat
of Punjab (now Himachal) are held in rever-
ence. These deities are often brought here or
visited by the villagers. There is a small temple

of Biju Deo in the fields. It is worshipped at the
time of each harvest.

Temples
There is a beautiful Shiva temple in the heart

of the village. A water tank and a baoli are also
just adjacent to it. This is the busiest place
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where one would find groups of villagers sitting,
gossiping or playing cards, women coming and
going. Someone offers meers in the temple and
one or two priests perform jap and path. Water
is poured on the Shivling daily by village elders
and children in the early hours of the morning.
The temple has lately been electrified and it
bears a gay look on Shivratri. Milky water is
considered to be the best offering to Lord Shiva.

Trom the carly childhood boys are wmade
conscious of the powers of Shiva. In the winter
months it is often a scene to find young boys

going to the temple and pouring water on the
Shivlinga.

Bhadar Kali Temple at Jakholi—There is a
very old temple of Bhadar Kali at Jakholi. The
Kali is worshipped during Chaitra and October
Navratras on Durga Ashtami. In Qctober, women
and men go there to have a holy bath. Animal
sacrifice is also prevalent.

Sidh Devta—On way to Jakholi, the villagers
pay respects to Sidh Devta whose cave is situated
somewhere on the hill top. But ngne here claims
to have ever seen the cave. At every harvest
grains of new harvest are offered to this Devta
and a small red Jhandi—flag is erected on the
way side. Goats are sacrificed whenever any one
has promised to do so.

The village is a closely knit unit. In the pri-
vation and other exigencies they invariably help
each other. Caste barriers have not in any way
created obstacles in—their social structure. This
has rather helped in division of labour—each
unit performing its function and acting as a
unit. Thus the village has been meeting its own
needs with its own resources and sustained as
a self-contained unit. The Scheduled Castes
stick to their professional occupations except a
few who have taken up services outside.

Caste distinction is strictly maintained. The
Scheduled Castes and Brahmins do not mix up
freely.

Both extend help to each other at the times
of need. Scheduled Castes mostly attend to the
manual work of the Swarns.



40

Fairs and Festivals

Festivals are held on different dates according
to the Bikarami era. Panchang is accepted as the
final calendar for all the festivals and fairs.
Fasts are obscrved followed by feasting. Full-
moon—Duranmasi is one of the important days
for observing fasts. Somic mday arrange Satya-
narayan Katha on full moon day and invite their
kith and kin. Annual cycle of fairs and festivals
is given here: —

Baisakhi-Sankrant—Baisakhi Sankrant is held

cvery year on lIst of Baisakh corresponding to.

13th April. Many people go to Markanda in
Bilaspur and Tattapani in Karsog tehsil for a
holy bath. Some may cven go to Hardwar. New
pitchers are given in charity to priests or married
daughters. This indicates the beginning of the
summer season, and also represents the harvest-
ing of wheat. Some may even arrange to provide
drinking water facilities on certain very im-
portant way sidc stations where fatigued and
worn travellers take rest for a while.

Chailra-Navralras—In Chaitra, the new year
begins from Shukal Pratipada—the following
day of the fullmoon and Navratras also begin
the same day. These auspicious days last for 9
days. Brahmins are invited to many places to
perform Durgapath. It is considered auspicious
to begin any work during the Navratras.
Children are often admitted in the schools and
the beginners are taught letters during the period
of Navratras. Devi worship is mostly done in
every family. Fasts arc observed on Durga
saptmi. Tulsi sceds are sown on RamNaumi the
ninth Navratra. On Durga _Ashtmi all bathe
and worship- Durga. Halwa is prepared along-
with other dishes and small brahmin girls are
invited and feasted. They are in great demand
that day and have to yisit many houses. Some
give these girls red chunnis measuring 1.25 yard
each.

Rakhi——Raksha-bandhan is celebrated in
Shrvana or Bhadrapad. Sisters tie the rakhi round
the wrists of their brothers. Brahmin priests go
to their jajmans houses to tie Rakhi. For this
they are given cercals or money. While tying
_the thread the priest recites: —

Brothers often visit their sisters houses and
offer them presents. Rice, wheat <hapaties,
pulses, shakkar and ghee ate taken in every
family. Raksha bandhan falls on fullimoon.
People keep fast. Children go about joyfully
with new and bright rakhi.
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On this day is also observed Vyas puja. Maha-
rishi Ved Vyas who is believed to be the com-
piler of Vedas and writer of Puranas and Maha-
bharta is worshipped as Guru on this day by
all brahmins. They also change their Yagopavits
after eleborate rituals which entail rubbing the
body with cow-dung and ashes and taking bath.
The Yagopavit or the sacred thread is put on
with the pronouncement of the mantras.

Janamashtnu—Eight days after Rakhi lalls
Janmashtmi the birth of Lord Krishna who gave
us the divine song, i.e., Gita. Keertans are held
and devotional songs arc sung. Phala-ahar com-
monly called phulwar consists of ogla and roast-
cd bathu are taken with milk by those who fast.
They keep awake uill late in the mid night be-
cause Krishna was born in the stormy rainy
night mid of Bhadon Ashtmi. Devotional songs
arc chanted in praise of the Krishna. The birth
story ol the Lord is recited to the congregation
in the temple which is made to end at cxact mid-
night. Thereafter Arti is performed and the
charnamrit and Prasad is distributed. The
Prasad consists of Dhania, finely powdered and
roasted in a little of ghee. It is mixed with
cucumbers cut into small pieces and any other
fruit. Thereafter the devotces return to their
homes and there give prasad and charnamrit to
those who had not gone to the temple. After

tf:his they take Phala-ahar and so they end their
ast.

Dusehra—Vijay Dashmi in October is ccle-
brated to commemorate the victory of Lord
Rama over Ravna. The festival is held in the
ncarby fields. A few people go from Batal to
bring idols called Thakurs from the Laxmi
Narayan temple, Arki in a decorated palanquin
and many people accompany the palanquin. The
local music is also in attendence. A target of
pitcher filled with water is erected in the centre
and first shot is fired by some important Pan-
chayat functionary. Thereafter others also try
to hit the target. Prior to 1948 the Raja of Arki
used to visit the fair and he was the first man
to aim at the pitcher. Effigy of Ravana is burnt
in the evening. The public presents flowers and
mouey to the idols. The villagers in their best
dresses look gay and happy. Shopkeepers display
their articles for sale. Amusing sound of the
handolas add to the charm /of the fair. Drama
is held during night. This is witnessed by men,
wonien and children.

Mall Purnima—In the month of October,
Shukal-paksha——full—moon, cows are worshipped
on Mall Purnima. Before sending them to the
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grazing fields, their horns are polished with
butter and green fodder is fed to them. Garlands
of flowers are worn round their necks and then
they are sent to the grazing ficlds. People
observe fasts. In the evening small children go
from house to housc singing. They are given
some money or hot-nuts. Preparations of rice,
shakkar, ghee and pulses are prepared.

Diwali—Xrishan Paksha—Amavasya—black-
moon alter 15 days of Mall Purnima, Laxmi
Pujan is done in every house-hold. This is a festi-
val of lights and merrymaking. Farthen lamps
arc lit. In the closeby fields people gather and
fire is lit in three four places. Satnaza, a mixture
of seven food grains is thrown in the fire and
it is worshipped. Good food consisting of
childu, askloo, shakkar, ghce, and pulses is
taken.

Bhaiya Dooj—On the [ollowing day of
Diwali, sisters present swects to the brothers and
apply Kumkum mark on their forehead and
they are given money in return.

Lohri-Khichriari Saji—The Lohri Sankrant
falls on the 1st Magh corresponding to January
12th or 13th. Khichri and scasamum mixed
with jaggery aré given away in charity to
Brahmins. Many pcople go the Tatapani,
Markanda and Hardwar to have a holy dip.
Some also prefer to take a bath at Jakholi.
Khichri and ghee are taken on this day.

Shivratri—Shivratri falls on the Amavasya of
Phalguna, People observe fasts. Shiva Puja is
done in the evening. Some may fashion a Shiv
of earth. In the Shiva temple many pandits per-
form Rudrabhishak. During night they keep
awake and keertan gocs on. Bil leaves are offer-
ed on the Shivliaga: Katha is recited. Many
people take Bhang in one form or the other as
prashad of Lord Shiva. Bhang is popularly call-
ed Shiv Booti. Those wlio observe fast take non-
cereal food in the eveuing after taking charna-
mrit.

Holi—15 days after Shivratri—the festival of
Holi is held in Phalguna. This is a {ull moon
day. Many pcople fast and youngmen assemble
near the tank and play throwing colours on each
other. They go round the village throwing dry
and wet colours on whosoever comes their way.

OtueR FalRs—Buffaloe Fight in Arki—On
1st Asvina locally called Sair Sajji a buffaloe fair
is held in Arki in a ground adjacent to the main
bazar. According to the prevelant belief among
the people here it is a good augury to witness
a buffaloe fight on the Sair Sdjji. The fair is not
connected with the worship of any deity.

L/P(D)4SCO (HP)—b5
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Buffaloe bulls from the adjoining villages are
brought to participate in the fight. The fair
continues for 2 days, but the fight is held only
for the first day.

On the 2nd day of the fair school children
play games to interest the people. Shopkeepers
have a busy time selling their goods. A gather-
ing of about 3,000 people witnesses the fight.
Publicity Department exhibit cinema shows.
Wrestling matches are also organised and prizes
distributed to the winners.
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Important Days

Scrial Name of the Date Significance Roemarks
No. Day or Days

1 2 3 4 5
1 Navratra . . New Bikrami year begins on These are auspicious days for
the Ist Navratra in the month starting any new work or
of Chaitra. business. Durga Puja is done
during Navratra.
2 Ram-Naumi . Ninth Navratra in the month Women sow Tulsi Seeds. Durga
of Chaitra. path is done by priests. Men
: and women fast.
3 Batsakhi - st Baisakh . . . Earthern pots are given in
charity to Brahmans.
4 Hari Talika Teej  Bhadra-Shukal Tritiya . Women fast
8 Janmashims . Bhadra Krishna Paksh cight Birth of Lord Krishna is cele- On the following day of Teej
days after the full Moon. brated. People observe fasts.  Kalank chaturthi falls.
6 Gugga-Naumi . Onthe first day of Janmashtmi. Scheduled Castes celebrated
Gugga-Naumi.
7 Dag Chodesh . 4 days after Gugga-Naumi in This is believed to be a day
the month of Bhadra. of evil spirits. As a precaution

against any spirit they hung
Tejphal thorns out-side
their doors during night. Rol-
led leaves of Kachalu {Arun
Colocasia) are cooked and
small pieces thrown towards all

- directions.

8 Adnanat Ohaudash Bhadra shukal-Pakash . Men fast. Those who are desirous The anant is put on for pros-
put on an anant a sort of peirty and happiness.
talisman.

9 Sharedh . . Inthe month of Asvina During the period of a “fort

Pitri.-Pakash. night pitri-pakash is observed

by giving feasts to Brahmans
in the name of their dead

ancestors.
10 Agvina Navraira In the month of Asvina . Durga-Puja on Ashtmi day . Children are taught letters for
- . the first time. Mundan
ceremonics and other new works
are started during Navratra,
11 Vijey Dashmi or In Asvina . . . A big fair is held in’ Batal
Dussehra.
12 Mall-Purnima In Asvina or Kartika . . Cows are worshipped and gar-
landed. Men and women fast.
13 Diwali . In Kartika . . . A festival of light. Houses aré —
white washed. Barthen lamps
’ are lit and good food is taken.
14 Bhaiyadooj . . In Kartika . . . On the next day of Diwali, sisters
present sweets to brothers.
15 Lokrs Sankrant . lst Magha . . . Khichri a preparation of rice
. "and black gram is cooked
in every household.-
16 Shivratrs . . In Phalguna - . . = Shiv pooja-Fasts are observed
by men and women.
17 Holi . . In Phalguna . . . Festival of colour

¢ ‘Eeople fast on each Puranmashi—full Moon which comeonce in a month. Satyanarayanki-katha is also performed by somc
amilies,

On Akadshi which falls ttvice in every month, once in the bright half of the moon and once in the dark half of the Moon, some
men and women fast. ’



5. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT

Batal is covered by Community Development
Block, Kunihar. Block officials often visit the
village. Headquarter of the Gram Sewak is at
Arki.

Attitude of the people

About the development activities carried
under the Community Development programme
during the 1st and_the 2nd five year plans, vil-
lagers are some-what critical. They feel that
nothing substantial has been done so far to im-
prove their lot. Services of the gram sewak afe
seldom utilized by them. As a matter of fact
they are not progressive farmers and block
officials during their visit to the village get poor
co-operation from the villagers. Some families
were, however, pursuaded by the Gram Sewak
to use fertilizers. Some 14 manure pits were dug
during a decade. 10 maunds of wheat seed was
exchanged with No. 809 'wheat by 50 -per cent.
families. Plum, Gauva and lime plants were also
distributed among few households. The num-
ber of plants distributed_is only 200, but the
survival of the plants is not encouraging. Vege-
table production is insignificant. According to
the figures maintained by the Gram Sewak 15
Kitchen gardens were laid and vegetable seeds
of peas, ladies finger, turnip, raddish, spinach
and cabbage were distributed.

Construction Work

Primary school building was constructed in
which apart from voluntary donations and
shramdan by the villagers, block gave financial
help. Similarly a bawli and a tank were con-
structed. Major scheme of construction of kuhl
from a nearby Nullah is under way. An irriga-
tion tank will be constfucted to store the water
for irrigation purposes. Pipe line for drinking
water was laid within a cost of Rs. 10,000 and

old bawli is now fitted with taps which has faci-
litated in keeping the water clean.

Other activities—In 1959, a Social Education
Centre was opened in Batal, but it was reported
by the gram sewak that the centre was not of
much avail to the villagers, because of the lite-
racy percentage being quite encouraging as com-
pared to other villages. Women who are mostly
illiterate could not be pursuaded to join the
classes- A dramatic club which was organised in
1959-60 had kirtan equipment. This is utilised
on many occasions and often bhajans and
kirtans are held. A tailoring centre was also
started in 1959-60 to impart training in embroi-
dery, sewing, cutting and tailoring, but it was
soon abolished as the people did not show
much interest in these activities. A sewing
machine given at 50 per cent. subsidized rate is
now lying out of order.

According to the Gram Sewak about 1,000
kainth trees have been top worked with local
peaches. Horticulture loan of Rs. 1,500 was
obtained through the block during 1963. Eighty
plum and 20 peach plants were distributed in
1962-64. One community Radio Set supplied by
the block had been installed in a shop in the
central place of the village.

Panchayat

After passing the Panchayat Raj Act in
1952-53 in Himachal Pradesh, Gram Panchayat
Deora came into existence in 1954 and Nayaya
Panchayat started functioning in 1957-58. The
headquarters of the Nayaya or Gramn Panchayat
are at Batal. Monthly meetings of the Pancha-
yat are held in the Brahmin Sabha building.
where a room has been rented at Rs. 5 per month
by the Panchayat.
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Batal is represented by the Vice-President and
2 members in the Gram Panchayat and 4 mem-
bers (one scheduled caste, and one woman
member reserved seats) in the Nayaya Pancha-
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yat. There are in all 15 members in the Gram
Panchayat. The strength of the Nayaya Pan-
chayat is also 15. The following villages come
under the jurisdiction of the Deora Panchayat: —

Serial Tiliage No. of Population Dovelopmeont Activities Orchards
No. families

1 Samot 2 11 Pipe line Plum, Lemon
2 Majiyat . 27 237 Bawli, tank

3 Pati 10 82 Bawli

4 Dawaras 2 8 Bawli

5 Deora . . 18 139 Pipe line

6 XKangu . 2 11 .

7 Kohri . 13 94 Pipe kine

8 Dangri . 9 77 Pipeline

9 Jakholi 9 70 Drinking water for ani- Mango

mals,

10 Batal . 114 944 Pipe line, Bawli, Kuhl Guava, Banana, Papita,
11 Gahar 15 120 Water tank

12 Sainj 10 64 .

13 Chathrayana 14 91 Pipe line
14 Shanan Paranta . 20 150 .

15 Shanar Barayiya . 9 91 ..

16 Chiknera . . 4 27 .

17 TKarhyat . . 7 33

18 Pati Jagir . 3 15 .

19 Ser . 23 153 . Banana, Guava
20 Sherog . . 7 36

21 Jabloo . . 8 29
22 Chandpur b 2 26 150 .
23 XKhali 2 12 .
24 Mghal 26 182 Pipe line, tank Plum

25 Kalar . . 3 16

26 Gherna . . 17 103 v
27 Deedu . . 16 84 .
28 Bagi . 5 54 o

29 Bakhalog . 25 148 Bawli Plum, banana, Lemon
30 Banwa . . 17 127 .
Elections Functions

Elections to the Gram and Nayaya Pancha-
yats are held every threc years. The Panchayat
circle is divided in 8 or 9 constituencies for elec-
tion of members, but it is considered as one
constituency for the election of the President.
Elections to both the Panchayats are held by
show of hands. Last elections to the Gram Pan-
chayat and Nayaya Panchayat were held on 2nd
QOctober, 1962,

The functions of the Gram Panchayat are
enumerated in detail in Sections 16 and 17 of
the Himachal Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act. The
cxecutive side of the village Administration Is
taken care of by the Gram Panchayat and Judi-
cial side is entrusted to the Judicial Panchayat.
Some important decisions which affect the entire
Panchayat circle such as levy of taxes are dis-
cussed in the general meetings of the Gram



46

Sabha. To look after the day-to-day work a
whole time secretary is appointed at a remune-
ration of Rs. 60 per month. Some of the im-
portant functions of the Gram Panchayat are: —
Construction, repair, maintenance, cleaning and
lightening of public places, bring about re-
conciliation between disputant parties. The
President or in his absence Vice-President ap-
points Samjhota Samities consisting of three or
more members for bringing about a compromise
between the quarrelling parties, Reclamation of
waste lands, medical relief, sanitation, register-
ing of births, deatks and marriages, regulating
places for the disposal of dead bodies, establish-
ing and maintaining Primary Schools. Construc-
tion, repair and maintenance of wells, bawlies,
and tanks for the supply of water for drinking
purpose; drrange to maintain village paths, re-
commend nautor land for grant, recommend
the grant of trees for construction of houses and
to participate in development activities.

. The Nayaya Panchayat tries criminal and
civil cases under the-jurisdiction and powers as
laid down in section 67 (civil cases) and section
57 read with schedule 1 criminal cases: —

Development Activitiés

The Deora Gram Panchayat has acquired a
plot of 30 bighas of land in Jakholi for setting
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up an orchard in which peaches, plums, pome-
granates, lemons and other citrus plants have
been grown. The number of plants so far
planted are:—

Peaches—600.

Pomegranate—100.

Lemon—500.

Plum and citrus plants are yet to be obtained.
A vegetable nursery in an area of 4 bighas has
been set up in Bania Devi about 4 miles from
Batal. It is proposed to multiply the seed of all
kinds of vegetables in this nursery.

Financial Resources of the Panchayat: —

The financial resources of the Panchayat
are: —
1. Local rate (assessed from the land reve-
nue).
2. Income of fees.
3. Fines.

4. Grant in aid from the Government.

The funds of the Panchayat are utilised for
development activities, and pay of the secretary
and the chowkidar. The income and expendi-
ture statements for the year 1962 given here will
give some idea of the financial position of the
Panchayat.

Income 1962

Previous Fees Fees Income Grant in Donations Shramdan Looal Rate
Samjhota Talwana from fairs Aid -
1 2 3 <4 5 6 7 8
789-39 41-57 59-99- 183-35 1,220+ 00 150, 277-00 800-00
Expenditure 1962
Fairs Summon fees to Pay to the Parl- Expenditure on  T. A, to Pradhan  Postage
Chowkidar chayat Secretary Bawli
28324 23-99 800-00 626-00 79-37 14-20
[l el -
Rent of Panchayat Pay to Chowkidar Expenditure on 15th Stationery Exhibition expenses
p room August and 26th
January
121-09 420-00 45-00 17-85 138-22
Bawli at Majhiyat \\Repairs of Devi Temple in Jakholi Miscellaneous

-

3569-72

26-00

47-35

Ea
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Cash in hand is 1,430 and a sum of Rs. 1,350
is in the post office account.

The cases registered {rom Batal in the Gram
and Nayaya Panchayat are: —

Nayaya Panchayat

-

No. and nature of

Year cases registered
A e

Criminal Civil

1959 2

1960 2 6

1961 . . . . . 5 1

1962 2

1963 . .

1994 . . . . . 1 1

Gram Panchayat

Year No. and nature of
cases registered
-

—_
Criminal Civil

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 . . . . .
1964 (Upto August) . . .

-1

1

-y W
[ o B - CRE |

Birth and Death Statistics as registered from
Batal since 1957 are: —

Birth

Year Boys Girls
1957 . . . . . 11 1
1958 e 9 14
1969 . . . . . 14 11
1960 . . . . . 7 11
1961 . . . . . 16 10

1962 . . . . . 19

1963 . . . . . 15
Total . 91 63

47
Death

Year Males Fomales
1957 7 4
1958 3 ..
1959 4 i3
1960 6 9
1961 3 6
1962 7 7
1963 5 6
Total . 35 37

Case Studies

A few of the civil and criminal cases dealt
with by the Gram and Nayaya Panchayat Deora
from Batal are: —

Cases dealt with by Nayaya Panchayat

Case No. 25—Varan Datt s/o Jai Krishan,
village Batal wv/s Kali Charan s/o
Vidya Sagar, Brahmin of Batal.

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat under Sec-
tion 425-1.P.C.

Summary of the complaint—Varan Datt filed
a complaint with President Gram Panchayat,
Deora on 11th August 1962. He alleged that
there was no outlet for the rain water which
fall from the roof of Kali Charan’s house, his
neighbourer. Despite his repeated requests no
action was taken by the neighbourer to provide
an out-let.

Both parties were summoned by the Gram
Panchayat on 11th August 1962 and the matter
was referred to a bench of 3 persons. They went
to disputed place the same day.

It was decided that a pucca water channel
be constructed and the cost should be borne by
both the parties. They agreed to this decision.

Cases dealt within the Gram Panchayat

Case No. 7—Ram Lal s/o Nathu Ram, vil-
lage Batal, v/s Ram Gopal s/o Ram
Lal of Batal.

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat under Sec-
tion 323/504-1.P.C.

Summary of the complaint, dated Tth July
1963—Ram Lal complained against his son Ram
Gopal alleging that the latter abused his an-
other son Jagdish and beat hirg.
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The accused was asked to attend the Gram
Panchayat on 20th September 1963 and 3 mem-
bers were deputed by the President to submit
a teport of the case. The parties were askéd to
bring about a compromise so that in future there
was no abusing and beating by Ram Gopal. This
was agreed to by both the parties,

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat.

Case No. 12—Mansa Ram s/o Moti, village
Batal, v/s. Krishan Chand Acharja s/o
Sainu of village Jakholi.~

Case was filed in the Gram Panchayat on 5th
June 1963.

Summary of the complaini—"T beg to request
that Krishan Chand s/o Sainu, caste Acharja of
village Jakholi borrowed Rs. 30 from me and
he promised to give chair and a cot to me. So
far he has only given a chair and not a cot. It is,
therefore, -prayed that the money he borrowed
from me may kindly be got repayed to me”.

$d. MANSA RAM

Village \Batal.

Dated 5th June 1963.

The parties were summoned to attend the
Pafichayat on 20th June 1963. Both of them
were present. The borrower ‘was asked to.repay
the amount in two instalments, the first on 20th
Jaly 1963 and the second on 20th August 1963.
They agreed to the decision of the Panchayat.

Sanitation and Health

Common Diseases—Cold, Cougﬁ, Rheumatic
pains, diarrhoea, pneumontia, conjunctivities and
earache are the common diseases in the area. Ac-
cording to the medical officer, Arki T.B. cases
are also found. Malaria fever which was once
prevalent on a very large scale has now almost
vanished because of the Malaria éradication
campaign ©h a big scale. Malaria Surveillance
Workers petiodically visit each house in the
village and according to their programme blood
test of every person suffering from fever is
taken and the slides are then Sent to the Labo-
ratories. If malafia germs are found medical aid
is immediately arranged to treat the patients.
D.D.T. spraying .teams cover every house twice
a year. “Fhelfe is a lot of propaganda. “Kill
malaria mosquitoes and extend. go-operation to
malaria Surveillance Worker”. Such™ appeals are
found displayed on many important places.

Medical care—TFor all minor ailments villagers
helieve in Ayurvedic treatment and take medi-

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT

cines from the local vaids. In complicated cases
they go to Arki or Simla. Maternity cases are
seldom brought to the Primary Health Centre,
Arki. Trained Midwives, Nurses are often found
touring the village, but their services are rarely
utilized. For prenatal and postnatal care people
do not depend much on the advice given by the
Health Educatots, Nurses or the Mid-wives.
Maternity cases are attended to by the elderly
women. Vaccinators do often go to perform
vaccination. V.D. and Leprosy cases are detected
by the Medical Staff.

With an accommodation for 15 beds, the
Government Hospital, Arki is of great help to
the villagers. Emergency operations are perform-
ed here. In a brief interview with the Medical
Officer at Arki we gathered that family planning
programme in the villages has not so far been
successful. From Batal only one Vasectomy
Operation was performed in Arki and this was a
subject matter of interesting street gossip in the
village.

Ayurvedic medicines are more popular than
the allopathic treatment. The local vaids use
standard ayurvedic preparations which they
cither prepare themselves or purchase ready-
made from Simla.

Education

Out of a total population .of 960 persons, 424
are literate and literacy percentage works out to
44 per cent. Iliteracy is more among females
than males. In all there are 156 illiterate males
and 380 females. Only 17 per cent women are
literate as against.69 per cent males. On a closer
analysis of the figures we find 93 boys and 116
girls in the illiteracy column. They are in the
age group of 0—14. Illiteracy among males is
lesser in the higher age groups. The position is
reverse among females. The table given here
will reveal the position of illiterate and literate
persons classified according to broad age groups
and educational standards.

There has bden consciousness among the
Brahmins of Batal about education. A Sanskrit
‘Pathsala’ was being run by the Brahmin Sabha,
Batal on voluntary basis. Apart from the holders
of oriental titles there are many who are good
scholars of Sanskrit and can converse in that
language. Some are professional astrologers and
some practise Ayurveda as subsidiary occupations.
In the past students from outside also used to
come to Batal to study scriptures. No wonder
thetefore that Batal acquired the reputation of
Chhoti Kashi in this part of the country. But
with the changing times, this type of education,



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT 49

being less paying has ceased to attract students. Service rather than learn Sanskrit and be a priest
Now people prefer to send their children to or pada who is not well remunerated due to
regular schools and thereafter enter Govt. meagre return {or his services.

Education

Age Group Total Population  Illiterate Literate Primary or Matric or  Inter- Gra- Holders Any

without Basis Higher mefliates duates of ori- other
educational Secondary ental  Qualifi-
standard titles  cation
A A JEY W ,k.._,_\ ,ﬁlk_..ﬂ U, SR —Pm —A— —_—
P M F M F M F M F M F MFMFM FM F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ] 10 11 12 1314 15 16 17 18 19 20
All ages . . 960 502 458 156 380 198 b5 85 17 45 3 2 6 10 3

0—14 . . 337 182 155 93 116 70 36 19 3 ..

15—34¢ . 350 172 178 31 147 42 13 48 13 43 3

35—89 . . 207 108 99 27 92 53 5 17 1 2 1 . .. 2 .
1

[
-
.

604 over . 66 40 26 5 25 33 1 1 . oo e ee
The literacy percentage is expected to increase Class Boys Girls  Total
as the years roll by. Most of the school going . Te o “
children attend the school and exceptions are 11 . 18 11 29
III . . . 21 8 29
few. v .. . 13 11 24
\ . . 17 1 18
Total . 85 60 145
Out of a total strength of 145, 60 are girl
Primary School, Batal—Prior to the merger of students. This shows that girl education is
Princely States in Himachal Pradesh a Sanskrit receiving equal attention as bOY(Si- After getting
Pathsala cxisted in Batal for the last about 40 education upto Primary standard the boys and

girls join Higher Secondary School, Arki which
is only about a mile from the village. Thereafter,
those who can afford, send their wards for

years or even more. 'The lambardar of the village
revealed that they used to manage the expendi-

ture of the school teacher by contribution. There higher education either to Simla or other places.
is no doubt about this statement as the literacy At the time of survey there were 45 matriculates,
percentage revcals. The pathsala was later on 2 intermediates and 6 Graduates. Quite a few

converted int Primary School. Cl . who were living at other places could not be
Into a rrimary School. Llass-wise en- enumerated, but it is well known that there is at

rolment of the students as it stood on 31st March least one, may be more post-graduate from the
1964 is as follows; — village, '



CONCLUSION

Batal -is one of the many villages which has
undergone some prominent changes during the
post Independence period. Takirig into acctunt
a number of factors an attempt has been made
to portray the socio-economic structure of the
village lifc in the preceding chaptefs. Communi-
cation facilities, educational facilities, mode of
dress, contact with outsiders and the pattern of
economy are among the major factors, which
have a bearing upon the socio-economic beha-
viour of the villagers. In respect of communica-
tion, they are forttmate. Batal is connected by
a regular bus service.

Some Educational Institutions have been exist-
ing here since long. Bralimins of Batal were
known in the ncighbouring. areas for proficiency
in astrology. They had formed a society called
Brahmin Sabha to help them in their affairs and
to propagate literacy. A sanskrit Pathsala was run
on voluntary basis and it did them a good turn,
later in 1948 or 49 it was converted into a Pri-
mary School. There has been a change in the
pattern of education. The emphasis of learning
Sanskrit in the old style has been substituted by
the present system which affords them opportu-
nities to get employment. The #illage elders
often lament the by gone days for they have
lost the patronage of the Ruling Chief of Arki.
Priesthood  has received some set back and in-
come from this source has dwindled. The general
trend of the younger people is to wean away
from the old and orthodox wny of life. The
young boys have no liking to follow the profes-
sions of their ancestors and be called as puro-
hits and padhas. There has been a steady drift
among them towards the towns. Youngmen after
passing their Matriculation or Higher Secondary
Examination have gone out in search of Em-
ployment.

The average holding of land is insufficient
and it is also one of the factors that youngmen
have becn going out in search 6f-employment.
Previously they used to go out to find class IV
jebs in Govt. Departments or in Ptivate con-
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cerns, but position has changed 2 bit now. They
go to secure clerical jobs. From the majority of
families in the village there is one or the other
member in Govt. or private service and this is
one of the important factors of their economy.
Agriculture is not pursued with keenness. The
agricultural produce of their land can hardly
suffice for a couple of months provided .they get
good crops and most of the families have to
buy ration from the markets.

Untouchability has been abolished under the
law, but in actual practice there is no going
away from the old practices. The Scheduled
Castes are not allowed to enter the houses of
swarans nor iS there a common water source.
Entry into Shiva temple which is 2 sacred place
for the villagers may not be restricted legally,
but there is some sort of an inner feeling among
the scheduled castes to keep away from these
places. May be, they feel contented to pay their
homage to” the deities from some distance and
they do not want to incur the displeasure of the
brahmins. It might take a long time yet to dis-
card old practices. Apart from the fact that they
do not inter-dine or inter-smoke, there is
sympathy and cooperation among all castes. The
harijans are invariably invitéd by swaran castes
on all important occasions like marriages and
births and none else but they can perform the
work assigned to them. They are treated as im-
portant section of the society.

Most significant among the factors of change
is the organization of Panchayati Raj during the
post Independence period. It has attempted to
encourage the growth of a new social order. The
village disputes are now decided in the Pan-
chayati Adalats. This would save them from
wasteful expenditure on litigation. Besides this
it acts as representative of all sections of the vil-
lage and not of one caste alone.

The people especially the brahmins are gradu-
ally well-informed and are in touch with the cur-
rent affairs, They often indulge in criticism and
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carry it to such finer point that would surprise:
an outsider. It is, however, a matter of regret
that they confine their activities to criticism
alone and do little constructive work. One should
have expected that with such learning, intelli-
gence and robust common sensc and new ideas
flowing into the village through its sons working
outside, the people here would have converted

51

their village into a modern village which would
have become the envy of the illaga. The facilities
are there only to be explored and availed of,
but Batal cannot expect any better fate unless its
people instead of thinking of the past, learn to
live and act in the present for a better future.
But hetter days of prosperity lie ahead.
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APPENDIX I

SPECIES OF TANS AND DYES

Tanning is found chiefly in Parenchymatous Leaves for tanning and Dyeing
tissue such as bark and young wood, certain Ambla Ambelica officinale
fruits and leaves and also in galls formed on Chhal ... Anogeissus latipolia
leaves and stems by insects. Tanning also occurs T ]
in extracts obtained from wood of a certain oong ++ . Rhus cotinus
trees of which the most important is Acacia _
catechu. Dyes from flowers and fruits and seeds

- Flowers
Tanning barks Daru—light red dye is oh- Punica granatum
Amal Cussia Tistal tained from it
\

maltas ’ ) - vassia Tistui Harshingar—yellow flywer Nyetanthes arbortristis
Anla .« . Emablica officianab’ gives orange dye
B 9 . Tuni . . . Cedrela Toona

n . . . ercus incana

y . Butea frondosa . . Dak
Ber . . . Zijuphus zijuba Butea superba Wood fordia Dhori

. . floribunda
Kachnar . . . Bauthinia purpuria
Kikar . . . Acacia Arabica Seeds
Khair ) ) . Acacia catechu Kx;g::arl—Bright orange co- Mallotus philippinansis
Sal . . . Shorea robusta Amla—Fruit used for tan- Emblica officianale
‘ ning leather
e

Tanning galls - Roots .
Kakar . . . Pistacia integerrima Kajal Yellow dye from bark Myricanagi
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APPENDIX III

VILLAGE SURVEY MONOGRAPHS

District Chamba

Chitrari, Chamba Tchril.

(Price Rs. 3.60)
Devi Kothi, Chaurah Tehsil.

(Price Rs. 3.10)
Maingal, Chamba Tehsil.
Lakkar Mandi, Bhattiyat Tehsil.
Hatli, Bhattiyat Fehsil.

(Price Rs. 3.15)
Brahmaur, Brahmaur Sub-Tehsil.

(Price Rs. 4.20)

Kupha, Parmas, Malet and Karoti (Thamoh),
Pangi Sub-Tehsil.

(Price Rs. 4.40)

District Mandi
Chauntra, Jogindarnagar Tehsil.
Bir, Mandi Sadar Tehsil.
Rawalsar, Mandi Sadar Tehsil.
Kot, Sarkaghat Tehsil.
Panjain, Chichot T';hs\il.
Nalag, Sundarnagar Tehsil.
Pangna, Karsog Tehsil.

District Bilaspur
Dari and Dabhla, Ghamarwin Tehsil.
Deoli, Bilaspur ‘Sadar Tehsil.

District Mahasu

Shakrori, Seoni Sub-Tehsil. )
(Price Rs. 3.00)

Batal, Arki Tehsil.
(Present Issue)

Shathla, Kumharsain Sub-Tehsil,
Delath, Rampur Tehsil.
Dodra and Kwar, Rohru Tehsil.
Chergaon, Rohru Tehsil.
Purag, Kotkhai Sub-Tehsil.
Gijari, Theog Tehsil -
(Price Rs. 2.45)
Chaunri, Kasumpti Tehsil.
Basal, Solon Tehsil.
Chaupal, Chaupal Tehsil.

<Jubbal, Jubbal Tehsil.

District Sirmur
Mangarh, Pachhad Tehsil.
Rajana, Rainka Tehsil.

Moginand, Nahan Tehsil.
(Price Rs. 3.75)

Kolar, Paonta Tehsil.
(Price Rs. 3.45)

Kamrao, Paonta Tehsil.

District Kinnaur

Kothi, Kalpa Sub-Division.
(Price Rs. 3.55)

Nachar, Nachar Sub-Division.

Kanum, Poo Sub-Division.
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CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

1961 Census Report, Volume XX-—Himachal Pradesh, will be in the following parts—

General Report. V-B(1)

Report on Vital Statistics of the Decade
including reprints. V-B(1I)

Subsidiary Tables.

General Population Tables and  Pri- !
. VI
mary Census Abstracts.
(Price Rs. 1.75)

Economic Tables. VIL-A
Cultural and Migration Tables. VIiL-B
Household Economic Tables. T VIILA
Report on Housing and Establishments.

. VIII-B
Special Tables on  Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (including re-
prints). X

Ethnographic notes on  Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

A study of Gaddi Scheduled Tribes and
affiliated castes by Prof. William H.
Newell.

Village Survcy Monographs (35 vil-
Iages).

Survey of handicrafts.
Fairs and Festivals.

Administration Report—Enumeration
(for official use only). .
Administration  Report—Tabulation
(for official. use only).

Maps (Atlas).

1961 CENSUS HIMAGCHAL PRADESH GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

District Handbook—Chamba.
District Handbook—Mandi.

District Handbook—DBilaspur.

District Handbook—Mahasu.
District Handbook—-Sirmur.

District Handbook—XKinnaur.
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