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FOREWORD 

Apart from ,laying the foundations of demo­
graphy in this subcontinent, a hundred years of 
the Indian Census has also produced 'elaborate 
and scholarly accounts of the variegated pheno­
mena of Indian life-sometimes with no statis­
tics attached, but usually with just enough 
statistics to give empirical underpinning to 
their conclusions'. In a country, largely illite­
rate, where statistical or numerical comprehen­
sion of even such a simple thing as ag~ was 
liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the 
social structure was essential. It was more neces­
sary 1:0 attain a broad understanding of what 
was happening around ~meself than to wrap 
oneself up in 'statistical ingenuity' or 'mathe­
matical manipulation'. This explains why the 
Indian Census came to be interested in 'many 
by-paths' and 'nearly every branch of scholar­
ship, from anthropology and sociology to geo­
graphy and r!!ligion'. 

In the last few decades the Census has in­
creasingly turned its efforts -to tl!_e presentation 
of village statistics. This suits the temper of the 
times as well as our political and economic 
structure. For even as we hav~ a great deal of 
centralization on the one hand and decentrali­
zation on the other, my colleagues thought. it 
would be a welcome continuation of the 
Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones 
of village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts, 
of social structure and social change. It was ac­
cordingly decided to select a few villages in 
every St~te for special study, where personal 
observatIOn would be brought to bear on the 
interpretation of statistics to find out how 
much of a village was static and yet changing 
and how fast the winds of change were blowing 
and from where. 

Randomness of selection was, therefore, es­
chewed. There was no intention to build up a 
picture for the whole State in quantitative terms 
on the basis of villages selected statistically at 
random. The selection was avowedly purposive: 
the object being as much to find out what was 
happening and how fast to those villages which 
had fewer reasons to choose change and more 
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to remain lodged in the past as to discover how 
the more 'normal' types of villages were chang­
ing. They were to be primarily type studies 
which, by virtue of their number and distribu­
tion, would also give the reader a "feel" of what 
was going on a'nd some kind of a map of the 
country. 

A brief account of the tests of selection will 
help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five 
villages was to be chosen -with great care to 
represent adequately geographical, occupa­
tional and even ethnic diversity. Of this mini­
mum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be 
as follows: 

(a) At least eight villages were to be so select­
ed that each of them would contain one domi­
nant community with one predominating occu­
pation, e.g., fishermen, fO'rest wO'rkers, jhum 
cultivatO'rs, potters, weavers, salt-makers, quarry 
workers, etc. A village should have a minimum 
population O'f 400, the optimum being between 
500 and 700. 

(b) At least seven villages were to' be of nume­
rically promin1:!TIt Scheduled Tribes of the 
State. Each -village could represent a particular 
tribe. The minimum population' should be 400, 
the optimum being between 500 and 700. 

(c) The ;third group of villages should each 
be of fair size, of an old and settled character 
and contain variegated occupations and be, if 
possible, multi-ethnic i!l composition. By fair 
size was meant a population of 500-700 persons 
or more. The village should mainly depend on 
agriculture and be sufficiently away from the 
major sources of modern communication such 
as the district administrative headquarters and 
business centres. It should be roughly a day's 
journey from the above places. The villages 
were to be selected with an eye to variation in 
terms of size, proximity to city and other means 
of mode'rn communication, nearness to hills, 
jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be 
a regional distribution throughout the State of 
this category of villages. If, however; --a parti­
cular distriq c;:o~1tained significant, ecological 
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variations within its area, more than one village 
in the district might be selected to study the 
special adjustments to them. 

It is a unique feature of these village surveys 
that they rapidly outgrew their original terms 
of reference, as my colleagues warmed up to 
their work. This proved for them an absorb­
ing voyage of discovery and their infecti~us 
enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the In­
quiry'S scope again and again. It was just as 
well cautiously to feel one's way about at fir~t 
and then venture further afield, and although It 
accounts to some extent for a certain uneven­
ness in the quality and coverage of the mono­
graphs, it served to c01I~pensate the purly hono­
rary and extra-mural ngours of the task. For, 
the Survey, along with its many ancillaries like 
the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and 
rural industry and others, was an 'extra', over 
and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census. 

It might be of interest to recount briefly the 
stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope. 
At the first Census Conference in September 1959 
the Survey set itself the task of what might be 
called a record in situ of material traits, like 
settlement patterns of the" village; house types; 
diet; dress: ornaments and foot-wear; furmture 
and storing vessels; Common means of transport 
of goods and passengers; domestication of ani­
mals and birds; markets attended; worship of 
deities: festivals. and fairs. There were to be re­
cordings, of course, of cultural and social traits 
and occupational mobility. Thi.s was followed 
up in March 1960 by two speCImen schedules, 
one for each household, the other for the village 
as a whole, which, apart from spelling out the 
mode of inquiry suggested in the September 
1959 conference, introduced groups of questions 
aimed at sensing changes in attitude and beha­
viour in such fields as marriage, inheritance, 
moveable and immoveable property, industry, 
indebtedness, education, community life and 
collective activity, social disabilities forums of 
appeal over disputes, village.. leadership, and or­
""anisation of cultural life. It was now plainly 
the intention· to provide adequate statistical. 
support to empirical 'fe~l',. to appro~~h qualita­
tive change through statIstIcal quantItIes. It had 
been difficult to give thought to the importance 
of 'just enough statistics to give empirical under­
pinning to conclusion'.._ at a time when my 
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colleagues were straining themselves to the 
utmost for the success of the main Census opera­
tions, but once the census count itself was left 

-behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional 
seminars in Trivandrum (May 1961), Darjeeling 
and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention 
to this field and the importance of tracing social 
change through a number of well-devised statis­
tical tables was once again recognised. This it­
self presupposed a fresh survey of villages al· 
ready done; but it, was worlh the trouble in 
view of the possibilities that a close analysis of 
statistics offered, and also because the 'consan­
guinity' schedule remained to be canvassed. By 
November 1961, however, more was expected of 
these surveys than ever before. There was dis· 
satisfaction on the one hand with too 'many 
general statements and a growing desire on the 
other to draw conclusions from statistics, to 
regard social and economic data as interrelated 
processes, and finally to examine the social and 
economic processes set in motion through land 
reforms and other laws, legislative and adminis­
trative measures, technological and cultural 
change. Finally, a study camp was organised in 
the last week of December 1961 when the whole 
field was carefully gone through over again and 
a programme worked out closely knitting the 
various aims of the Survey together. The Social 
Studies Section of the Census Commission ren­
dered assistance to State Superintendents by way 
9f scrutiny and technical comment on the frame 
of Survey and presentation of results. 

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the 
Survey prevented my colleagues from adopting 
as many villages as they had originally intended 
to. But I believe that what ma:y have been lost 
in quantity has been more than made up for 
in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time 
that such a Survey has been conducted in any 
country, and that purely as a labour of love. 
It ha·s succeeded in attaining what it set out to 
achieve; to construct a map of 'Yillage India"s 
social structure. One hopes that the volumes of 
this Survey will help to retain for the Indian 
Census its title to 'the most fruitful single source 
of information about the country'. Apart from 
other features,_ it will perhaps be conceded that 
the Survey has set up a new Census standard 
in pictorial and graphic documentation. 

ASOK MITRA 

}?el5istrar ~~l1eral, lnqi~ 



PREFACE 

While confronted with the task of selecting representative villages for socio­
economic surveys in Himachal Pradesh I always had in mind that each village 
should present a typical view of life of a certain community. Batal, therefore, 
has a peculiarity of its own that it is inhabited by Brahmins which is a priestly 
caste. 

Batal is one of, the common type of hill villages, the inhabitants of which 
could not avail of the opportunities provided by nature. Judging from the hill 
standards this is fairly a big sized village predominantly inhabited by Brahmins. 
Agriculture though their main occupation is not encouraging enough partly 
because of the villagers indifference towards agricultural 'development and 
partly due to uneconomic land holdings. The younger generation of the village 
prefer services in the towns. As agriculturists they are poorly equipped and do 
it rather in a purfunctory fashion. They are not from amongst the progressive 
farmers who have fully appreciated the potentialities of their land especially 
when they have the marketing facilities at their door at Arki or Simla. 

While going round the village we found them chatting or playing cards 
near the Shiva Temple. They look, no doubt, an intelligent lot of people but 
their energies need being channelle'd into some constructiVe channels wherein 
lies their betterment. Mere preaching of good sermons or lamenting on the 
by-gone days when they wen~ held in high esteem by the Ruling Chief and the 
public in general will not help much. They have to adjust themselves accord­
ing to the modern trends. The only discernible difference that could be noticed 
is that their children are getting education on different lines from what their 
parents 'did. The study of literature which produced Pad has-priests only is now 
a story of the past. 

I W6uld like to convey. my warm gratitude to all those who rendered" use­
ful service in bringing- out this monographs. 

I hope this Uttle piece of work like others, will come up to the expectations 
of the lovers of the Census publications. 

BOSWELL, SIMLA /" 

December, 1965. 

R. C. -PAL SINGH 
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1. THE V1LLAGE 

Introduction 

Batal is pleasantly situated just a kilometer 
away from Arki. The road to Kunihar passes 
a little away to reach Batal one has t? bo~rd the 
bus from Simla and get down at Ark!, a dIstance 
of 45 km. from Simla. The road is Pucca upto 
Shalaghat (33 km.) and the remaining 12 km. 
are Kacha. From Arki one has to cover the 
one kilometer journey on foot through the main 
bazar of Arki. The village is spread over an 
area of 615 acres. Some of the houses are on the 
gentle slopes of the low hills, with the. main 
concentrauon of the abadi on a flat pIece of 
land. 

With a population of 960 persons comprising 
of 502 males and 458 females, this is a fairly big 
village of the tehsil and dominated by Brahmins 
who claim to be the Gurus and Purohits of the 
erstwhile Rulers of Bagb-al State. Others living 
here are ChariIars, Kumhars, Acharj (Maha­
Brahmins) and Sunars. The mai~ occup~tion of 
the villagers is agriculture. BeSIdes agrIculture­
Brahmins are engaged in their ancestral profes­
sions of astrology and priesthood. At least onc 
man each from a majority of families is out in 
services in Simla and Delhi. Many of them keep 
their families in the village. Till 1947 the Brah­
mins enjoyed special privileges and patronage of 
the Ruling Chiefs of Baghal State for their 
services as 'Pandits' and astrol'ogers. On festive 
occasions, births and marriages they were 
invited to 'Yajnas'. Some of them used to get 
free ration and other things. 

History and Name 

Because of there being so many Sanskrit know­
ing Brahmins in the village, Bat~l was ,popularly 
known as Chhoti Kashi in this part of the hills. 
It may be mentioned that Kashi or Varanasi is 
a well known seat of Sanskrit learning in India. 
The people claim it to be a ver'}' ancient village. 
It is believed to have been founded at the time 
of King Vikrama Ditya. It is a belief among the 
village elders that a relative of King Vikrama 
Ditya came and settled in this area as the land 
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here was uninhabited. He was so fascinated by 
the scenic beauty and tranquility of the place 
that he decided to settle here alongwith his 
favourites. The history of Baghal State is traced 
to the ancient times and the founder Ruler of 
Baghal brought some Brahmin families who 
were his Purohits and astrologers and they were 
settled in Batal. 

No documents are available about the settle­
ment history. The name 'Batal' is said to have 
been ~ade up of two words 'Vat+Alya'. In 
SanskrIt this means; the abode of strong wind. 
It~ geographical situation is such that it is very 
WId)' and so the place came to be known as 
Vatalya which later on was called simply Batal. 

Neighbouring Villages 

Batal is bounded by the villages of Gahar, 
Jakholi, Arki, Mangu, Katal, Chhoi, Dawaras, 
Patti, Manjhu, Lahdi, Pukhro and Serio The 
village is divided into sections Pokhtu, Rehad, 
Sheur and Bardo. 

Physical Aspects 
(n) Go,)graphical aroa .• 615 Acres 
(b) Barren and u l-(>ulti"ated lan~l /'. 3 Acres 
(f) L:tnd put to nOIl.agriculturalus('s . :n Acres 
(d) CultivHble waste. 4-3 Acres 
(e) POflllrrnpnt pilstures and other grnz-

ing lana :138 Acres 
(J) Current fallow 2 Acres 
(g) Not [trell srnvn 198 Acres 
(h) '1'01aJ cropped area 289 Acres 
(i) Area snwn more than once 91 Acres 

The soil of the area is clay brown. Alluvial 
beds, sand stones and lime rocks are found. 
There are. undulating hills with deep vertical 
gullies and ravines. 

Soil Conservation-Conservation and affore­
station 'Works are in progress mainly under the 
Bhakra Catchment Scheme. This work is con· 
centrated in Kunihar area and ""adjoining Shala­
ghat. Some such works hi small bits are scatt<;v­
ed in other parts of the Tehsil. 



Climate and Temperature-At an altitude of 
3,500 feet the climate of the village is:­

Spring-March and April. 
Summer-May and June. 
Rainy Season-July and August. 
Autumn-September to November. 
Winter-December-February. 

The spring and the autumn are pleasant sea­
sons. Summers are moderately hot though winds 

Year Jan. Feb. March April May 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

THE VILLAGE 

continue blowing all the time. Winter months 
are not too cold. There is no frost or snow. The 
maximum and minimum temperature during 
the year remains usually at 100 degrees and 40 
degrees respectivel]. 

Rainfall-Maximum rainfall occurs during 
July and August. There are occasional 'showers 
throughout the y~ar. An idea about the rainfall 
can be had from the rainfall data collected at 
Arki. 

June July August Sept. October Nov. Dec. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1958 44'4 6·63 ~.30 11·30 80·12 320·4 126·4 94·8 li3·6 Nil 62·5 
C.M. C.M. l\L C.M. l\t.]\f. M.M. M.M. M.]\f. M.M. M.l\f. 

1959 107·7 ~1·5 7l'() 22·3 83·(\ 45·2 355'4 :::00'7 153'7 48·3 12·7 Nil 
M.M. M.M. M.M. l\LM. M.M. M.l\L l\f.M. M.M. l"Ll\I. M.M. 1\'1.M. 

1960 31)·9 Nil 77'7 22·8 34·8 77·4 409·5 282'9 41·6 Nil 10'3 6S·5 
M.M. M.M M.M. l\T.l\f. M.M. l\I.l\1. M.M. M.M M.M. M.M. 

Flora 

There are quite a few trees in Batal which 
provide timber, fuel and other requirements of 
the villagers. For timber tuni is most popular. 
Kharak Kakari and Suro are also used. Beul 
trees a;e much cared for. The tree provides in 
its leaves, good fodder for the cattle ",hile its 
branches supply fibre for making ropes and its 
sticks serve as torch wood. Bamboo trees supply 

Local Botanical Names 
Names 

Amia Pbyllanthu(Emblica 

Am Mignifera Indic~ 

Amrood PsiruuID guava. 

Aru Prunus Persica 

Ber 
'> 

Ziziphus Jujuba 

Bans Dendro Calamus-Strict-us 

Beul Grewia Oppositifolia • 

Chil Pinus Longifolia -_ • • 

the raw material for baskets. In spring Kachnar 
and Simbal blossoms add to the charm and 
beauty of the area. Karonda, Kashmal, and suro 
bushes harbour birds which amuse and charm 
the passers.by. 

Some fruit trees like plum, mango, wild pome­
gl'anate, papita, lemon, banana and citrus are 
found in or near-about Batal. The various spe­
cies of flora found here are: 

Utility 

A small tree with flaking bark. The fruit which is green or pale 
yellow is astringent and six lobed. It is used in medicines and for 
pickles. 

This is a fruit tree. Mango lcaves are used at marriage ceremonies 
and small pieces of wood are required at the time of death. The 
villagers often obtain green mangoes for preparing pickles. 

G.uavn; trces are ~ound near about tho village. This fruit ripens 
III wmter and gIves a pleasant fragrance. The fruit is peeled 
off in flakes and in the centre a mass of pulp is found in which many 
small seeds are embedded. 

This is a small tree found in whole the Tehsil. The fruit is sweet 
with a tinge of red or yellowish when ripe. It opens in two pieces, 

A medium size thorny tree. It is a wild growth. Fruit is edible 
and branchcs used for fcncing fields. Big and older trees are cut 
for fuel. 

Bamboo trees are grown near the streams or nullahas. Baskets 
and kiltas are made frDm it, This is useful as ti'rnber tree also. 

A smart- or. medium, size tree. The leaves are a very good fodder. 
The fibre IS used as rope. The wood is tough and is excellent for 
agricultural implements. The branches are required for lighting 
fuel. 

Gandaboraza, turpentine and tar are obtained fromjthis tree. The 
wood is used for buUding, bqt ro~s 4l tIll" wet and susceptibll" to 
iliJ!l)cts as well.' -



THE VILLAGE 

Local Names 

Daru 

Jhadinu 

Kakar 

Botanical Names 

Pumica granatum 

Olea glandulosa 

Pistacia integerrima 

Kachnar Bauhinia Variegata 

Kangu Flacourtia Runontchi • 

Khair Acacia catachu 

Pipal Ficus ,relegiosa 

Papita Caricapapya 

Plum Prunus 

Simbal Bomhax mall!baricum • 

Tour or Maljhan Banhinia Vahlii 
Malu 

3 

Utility 

Wild pomegranate is found here in plenty. Its flowers are red and 
fruit sour whioh is dried to make anardana. Bushes are cut for 
fenoing and fuel. 

This is used for timber. 

These trees are good for fuel and timber. Kakar singi is required 
for medioines. Leaves are out to form manure heds during rainy 
season. 

A medium size tree. Leaves are used as fodder and the flowers 
used for making vegetables and pickles. Wood is durdble but 
little used. The bark is utilised for tanning and dying leather. 

Red or blaok small edibles are obtained from kangu trees. The 
tree is small. 

Medium sized tree. It has pale yellow flowers. Its timber is of 
great utility. Agrioultural implements are made from it. Katha 
(Cataohu) is obtained by boilng the inner pieoes of wood. 

A large shady tree. Leafleps for a short time during summer, sacred 
to Hindus and they do not cut it. 

A short lived small tree. The ripe papita is sweet and unripe fruit 
is cooked as vegetable. 

This is a small and delioate tree. It blossoms in Maroh and the 
_fruit is ready by July or August. 

A very handsome forest tre~ when in blossom. Its flower blossom 
appear before leaves. Its soft wood is used for preparing package 
cases. 

Vecy.large branches, one to hundred-feet long. This plant produces 
fibre. Its leaves are useful for making donas and pattals. These 
serve as fodder as well. Seeds are of medicinal value. 

/ 
Tuni Cedrela toona • This tree is of great utility for timber. It yields red wood for 

timber. Doors and windows are mostly mad~ from tuni trees. 

K&ronda 

Kashmal 

Suro 

B'U8hea. _ 

Carrisa Spinarum 

Belberis Species 

Euphor-bia roy leana 

GCfJuntl Flora 

This is a wild growth. Its ;flowers are white scented and crowded 
in terminal clusters. The bushes are cut for fuel and fencing. 

A small shrub with young branohes. The root is used as oure for 
sore eyes. 

Suro is a delicate bush. If it is soratched milk sprouts out. Young 
plants of suro are washed and boiled for vegetables. Big and 
old suro may be used as timber for ceiling. J,Jsually this is grown 
in, the eroded areas. 

Banefsha Viala edorata Sweet Violet • Root stock stout and leaves tip rounded. The dried flowers are 
used for medicinal purposes. 

Grasses 
Dholugras8 a~d kusha. 

Fauna 

In the forests around Batal one may come 
across leopards, ghorals, porcupines, rabbits, 
squirrels, monkeys, langur, barking deer and 
jackals. Animals may not be found in the areas 
near about the habitation but there is ample 
shelter for them in the neighbouring forests. 
The villagers have to be watchful to guard their 
cattle against leopards which is often on the look 
out for a prey in the vicinity of the village. 
Monkeys, jackals, langur and porcupines cause 
heavy dama~es during kharif season • 

... 

Many birds are found between Simla and 
Arki. Pomegranate, --mango, pipal and ber trees 
provide good alrodes to birds in spring and sum­
mer. The villagers have to keep a vigil' on crows 
and finches when their crops are ready. Par­
tridges, sparrows, pigeons, bulbuls, golden oriole 
may fly across to cheer up a passerby. Then there 
are chakor, partridges, himalayan crows, vultures, 
pheasants and wi~d fowls. All these may be seen 
one time or another of the j'eat, while going 
down to Batal from Simla. Migratory- birds are 
coocoo and doves. They are seen. during spring 
and summer.-



Water Sources 

Bowli fitted with taps is the main source of 
drinking water in the village and it is centrally 
lOcated. Brahmins have a common tap whereas 
the harijans take water from the separate Bowli 
just adjacent to the first one. There is also a 
scheme to construct a Kuhl to bring water from 
a nearby nullah for irrigation purposes. The 
bowl is provide enough of drinking water to the 
people. 

Residential Pattern 

The major population of the village lies on a 
flat level ground. Some houses on the western 
direction are scattered over the gentle slopes oE 
the hill. The cluster of houses look as if glued 
together when one castes a look at the village 
from the motor road. It is not strictly punctuat- , 
ed by different castes groups of houses. Six house­
holds of Mahabrahmins are in Jakholi, a mile 
away. Kumhars and sunars live among the con-
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centrated abadi of the Brahmins. The houses in 
the main habitation are built contiguous to 
each other. 

A small portion is inhabited in Pokhtu. 
The village is internally divided into Rehad, 
Sheur, Kuwaradwar, Patkho-ri-ber, Badar, 
Rangara-ri-Ber and Garhwaria-ri-Ber. 

Important Public Places 

Among the important public places, Shiva 
TemI?le occupies the first place. Early in the 
mornmg men and women go round the temple 
offering worship. There is the Gram Panchayat 
Office also. The Primary School is at the corner 
of the village, a little away from the abadi. The 
crema~ion ground is on the banks of the Arki 
khud. A platform around the Pucca tank in the 
h.eart of the village is always occupied by the 
vlllagers discussing village politics. Many groups 
of men play cards. 

TABLE 

Communica­
tion faci­

lities. 

Institutions including Technioltl Water supply Elee- Temples and 
other buildings 

Crafts 
Schools, Libraries, institutions 

Hospitltls, Dispensaries, 
scheme and Co· operative tricity 

etc. 

1 2 

(i) Post Office (i) Boys and Girls 
Higher Secondary 
Schools. • 

(ii) T.O. (ii) Primary School 

(iii) Telephone (iii) Rural Health 
Centre. 

(iv) Motor Road (iv) Veterinary Hospital 

3 4. 

1. Arki 
(i) Tailoring (i) Pipe 

Centre 

(ii) Tanning (ii) Tanks 
Centre 

(iii) Deora Agri. 
M.P. Coopt. 

(v) Cow & Bull Brced- '// 
ing Centro. 

(iv) Krishna Agr. 
M.P. Society. 

(v) Baghal Agri. 
Indus. Leather 
Tanning Soc. 

(vi) Fisheries Centre 

(vii) Fertilizer Depot. 

_ Primary School 

Primary Rchool 
Primart:_School 

-

(vi) Himalya .Agri. 
Dairy Farming Society. 

2 Eatal 

Bawli 

3. Jakholi 
4. Deora 
5. Manj 

--__ 

Pipe system 
The. Manju Agri. I 
lIf/P. Co-op., Socrety 

. 5 

Yes 

Yes 

6 7 

(i) Gopal ji Gharats (6) 

(ii) Ram Chanderji Achar making 

(iii) KaH Bhagwati Tailoring (14) 

(iv) Narsingh 

(v) Shiv Mandir 

(vi) LakRhmi 
Narayan 

(vii) Matloo 
(viii) Thadodu 
(ix) Bawali wala 

Shiva Temple 

Bhagwati Temple 
Shiva Temple 

Furniture 
maker (I) 

Carpenters(3) 

Shoe makers (10) 
Lohars (2) 
Watch makers (2) 
Goldsmiths (7) 
Shoe makers (5) 
Potters (2) 
Goldsmith (1) 

Gbarats (7) 
Tailoring (1) 
Blacksmiths (3) 
Gharats (1) 
Shoe makers (1) 
Gharats (5) 
Tailoring (3) 
Ban, m!l.ts and fans 
making 

Shoe-makers (5) 



11ft viLtAcE 

1 

Post Office 

Telephone 

Road 

2 

HighSchool 

Dispensary 

Agri., Research Centre 

Agri., Training Centre 

Agri., Fertilizer Depot. 

3 

6. Hat-kot Kunihar 

I) 6 7 

Yes Thakurdawara. 

Rest House. 

(i) The Padam Gharats (2) 
Shoe Indust., M.P. 
Society Kohlu (2) 

(it) Weaver Agr., Tailoring (5) 
M.P. Indust., Blacksmith (1) 
Society. 

(iii) The Himachal Shoe makers (4) 
Agri.. Indust. Goldsmiths (2) 
Society. 

(iv) The Kunihar 
Non-Agri. Labour 
and Artisan So­
ciety. 

(v) The Silk Worm 
--.Agri. Indust., 

Society. 

(vi) The Kunihar 
Agri. M.P. So­
ciety. 
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Caste Composition 

The village is inhabited by Brahmins, Maha 
Brahmins, Rajpuls, Kumhars, Sunars, Chamars, 
Kalis and Doomnas. The Brahmins occupy the 
apex of pyramid represenling the caste heirarchy. 
Maha Brahmins are lower in status than the 
Brahmins and they do not intermarry, dine or 
smoke. Out of a total number of 140 households 
119 belong to Brahmins. Castewise division of 
households and persons belonging to e;,lch caste 
is given here:-

Rl. Oaste No. of Males Females Total 
No. House· Popula-

holds tion. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 'Brahmin 119 445 407 852 
2 Chamar 9 28 2IJ 54 
3 Doomna 1 3 1 4 
4' Koli 1 2 1 3 
5 Kumhar 2 3 3 6 
6 Maha-Brshmin 6 III 13 32 
7 Riijput g 1 5 6 
8 Sunar 1 1 2 3 

Total 14ll 502 458 "960 

Brahmins-There are 852 Brahmins. These in­
clude 445 males and 407 female's constituting 
89 per cent of the population. The remaining 
108 persons belong to other seven castes. They. 
are all Sarswat Brahmins. 

Brahmins were the first to settle in Batal. It 
is a common belief among them that the founder 
Ruler of Erstwhile Baghal State brought his, 
Purohit (priest) with him .. The bnd possessed by 
the Brahmins was donated by the then ruler and 
they were exempted from land revenue. They 
are purohits and astrologers and are held in 
reverence by other communities. This preistly 
caste claims its origin from the ancient great 
Rishis. They are further divided into many 
gotras such as Bhargav':l, Gargya, Gautam, Kapil, 
Angiras, Kaushik and Bhardwaj. They claim to 
be Sansi Brahmins and hesitate to eat kacha 
food, pulses and rice cooked by other castes. 'But 
this sort of rigidity has lost its sharpness at the 

'1 

hands of the younger generation, the older 
people are however, still very particular about 
the observance of these beliefs. 

Marriages are performed outside the gotras. 
A majority of Brahmins belong to Bhargava and 
Gargya gotras. They find some difficulties in 
arranging matches within the village. Brahmins 
of the kaushik gotra do not marry in gargya 
gotra. 

In the village their main occupation is agri­
Q.!.lJ_'J);:~, v.!.9-9-1_'!'2)J~JJl.!'Jl Q..'l tp.:iftvJ.'l lW$.lr .. ·Wnft cl 
the Brahmins are professional astrologers and 
vaids. These profes§i.onal pandits do not plough. 
They are strict in observing their traditional 
rigidity in the matter of eating and smoking at 
the hands of others. Some peJsons from these 
families work in Delhi and Simla. 

Eight fumilies of Chamars are living here 
since times immemorial. Maha-Brahmins and 
Sunars claim to have settled in Batal genera­
tions ago. Kumhars had six households. Now 
their population has reduced to two households 
with six persons. 

Kolis and Doomnas have one household each 
~nd they settled in Batal 2 to 3 generations ago. 

. Size-According to 1961 Cens~s .. the. popula­
tIOn of Batal was 732 persons compnslllg 335 
men and 397 women. At the time of the survey 
in March, 1963 it was 960 persons 502 men and 
458 women showing an increase of 228 people. 
This variation is because persons who are out 
in services have been taken into account. The 
1961 Census figures show an upward trend in 
the female population. This is attributable to 
one factor only that -the male members were 
away from their houses in services. 

Comparison with 1951 Cenrus-

No. of 
Households 

Population 

105 

r­
Persons 

682 

--.A.. , ___ . 

Males Fe~ 

.aoa 373 --



A decade earlier we find the same variation 
in the male jlnd female population. Women out­
number men and reasons for this variation are 
the same. Density of population per square mile 
comes to 999 persons and sex ratio is 912 women 

Single member 
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per Looo men. There were 103 households in 
1951, but in 1961 the number has increased to 
140. Size and composition of households is 
shown in the table: 

2-3 members Total No. of 
Households r- --------------~----------------,_, r-,--------------~~----------------~ 

Households Males Females Households Males Females 

140 9 2 7 22 26 29 

4-6 members 7-9 members 10 members and above 
,, _______ ..A... _______ --.. , __________ ...A.._____ ---., , ___________ A. 

Households Males Females Households Males Females Households Males Females 

47 131 

Houses 

"' 
108 24 

/ 

/ 

Housing pattern in Batal is almost uniform. 
All the houses are double storeyed and cattle 
sheds are separate from the residential houses. 
Some families keep their goat and sheep in the 
ground floors of their houses. The cluster of 
houses has grown-up in a zig zag manner and 
as usu:ll in the villages there is no planning 
whatsoever. The ab:ldi is concentrated almost 
at one place and the hOllses are contiguous to 
each other. The majority of houses are tin ro_ofed 
and khaprail is not common. There are some 
with thatched roofs. 

The houses are approached through foot 
paths. The tendency of building houses conti­
guous to each other has created congestion. 
Cattle sheds are adjacent to houses. A small 
courtyard is invariably kept by each household. 
Doors are kept facing the EGst and West, and 
rarely towards the North, but no door is kept 
facing towards the South. ./ 

. ..-
When a new house 1S_ to be constructed, an 

auspicious time is worked out by purohit after 
mnsulting his almanac. 

Foulldation-First of all the foundati~n is 
dug by labourers. The stone laying ceremony 
takes place according to the Muhurat. Havan is 
performed. The priest may receive some cash or 
grains while those who are present may be given 
sweets or jaggery. The foundation is dug 2 to 
3 feet deep and filled with stones. 

Walls are of mud, with a width of If to 2'. 
Mud walls are built with the help of wooden 
planks. This work requires skill. Masons are 
employed. Broadly the houses are rectangular in 
shape and ha~e a Beeh with two rooms in the 
ground floor. There is the sailli! a(;epmmodation 
ups.tairs -

103 80 38 240 234 

Beeh-Beeh is a big room in the ground floor 
usually 20 feet to 30 feet in length. It is used for 
sleeping or for Use by women during their un­
clean period. Agricultural implements and many 
other odds and ends are kept in the Beeh. 

ubra-Rooms interlinked from the Beeh are 
called obras. In some houses obras are used for 
keeping cereals. Child birth may t.ake place in 
an obra. Sometimes cattle arc kept in obras. 

Paura-A big room above the Beeh is called 
paura. This is approached through stairs from 
the Beeh. Pauras have windows in front. This 
is used for guests and as a sitting room. This 
serves as a sleeping room during summer. 

Bawri-Rooms connected with Paura are 
known as Bawri. These rooms (lre used for sleep­
ing. These may have small windows. 

Some material "for house construction is local­
ly available. G.L Sheets are procured on per­
mits from the Civil Supplies Department. It is 
a general complaint that they have difficulty in 
getting timber. Lade-ki-Banye is the only ne(lrest 
forest from where they get timber. They prepare 
doors and windows from tuni wood which is 
grown in their lands. Kakar and Khair wood is 
their second preference for door frames. 

Crmstruction-After the foundation has been 
filled with stones a wooden frame of planks is 
erected and filled with a mixture of moist clay. 
Then it is rammed with mortars till it becomes 
hard (lnd compressed. This work is done by the 
members of the family. Often relatives partici­
pate and help. The walls are erected to the roof 
level keeping space for door and windows. A 
carpenter is employed. Some times wooden or 
bamboo sticks split horizontally are inserted to 
impart strength to the wall. These walls are very 
strong and if properlY taken C'3.re of can last 
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even for 100 or more years, what is required for 
their subsequent upkeep is an yearly plaster <>f 
a mixture of cowd ung and mud. These thick 
walls keep the house cool in summer and warm 
in winter. The height of the front and back 
walls is less than those of the side walls, because' 
the roofing is angled on these w:111s. At the apex 
a wooden beam is placed which serves as a ridge. 
Wooden raftets are laid. A complete frame is 
prepared. The G.l. sheets are laid on this. For 
'Khaprail' or thatched roofing the wooden frame 
is thicker than what it is for a tin roof. 

Ceiling-In the l.ower storey wooden phnks 
of either khair, kakar or tuni are used. 
Thick mud plaster is beaten to make it smooth 
and strong. Ceilings of the lower storey are of 
unseasoned wood. In the ground floor there is 
no window in the beeh. 

Karanchi Chhal-The space left between the 
ceiling and the roof of the upper storey is called 
Karanchi Chhat. This is used for keeping odds­
and ends. 

Gawaini-Cattle sheds known as Gawaini are 
separate from the residentiaI' houses. Grass IS 

stored in the attic. 

After completion of the house it is plastered 
with clay and floors are besmeared with Gobri 
plaster. 

Gharasni-On cQmpletion of the house a 
ceremony known as 'Gharasni' or 'Griha prev_esh' 
is performed. 'Janeo' a thrcJ.d is also tied round 
the house and jaiJ) paath and Itavan are held to 
sanctify the house. A feast is arranged and 
Brahmins and relatives arc invited. The masons 
~md carpenters are given their dues. It is onlv 
after this ceremony that the family moves int~ 
the new house. 

Local names of different parts of the house: -

Local Name 

Bala 
Bate 
Chhat 
Darwaza 
Dewal 
Dwar Sbakha 
Dwari 
Kati 
Kandh or Bheet 
Lada 
Mod (Thump) 
Neev 
Obra 
Pairee 
Parawali 

L/'>( '»)~SCO(HI») 3 

English Name 

Wooden ridge 
'Vooden frame of the roor 
R')of 
D,~or 

Threshold 
Fmm(' of the doo 
Window 
'Wooden rafterR 
Wall 
Apex of the rJ"f 
Wooden Supports (' 
Foundation 
Rooms in the grollud fl.oor 
Stairs 
Bottom of the roof where 

water f"lIs. 
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l-Iousehold Goods 

The life being very simple, people go in to 
acquire only those articles of furniture as arc 
absolutely essential for them. Show pieces to im­
press others of their material well being are not 
acquired as it is considered superfluous to do 
so in a place where they know each other so 
intimat.ely. Articles of furniture of the common­
est type are therefore found in homes. The most 
important item is the charpoy, a stringed cot 
which is an all purposes article of furniture. It 
serves the purpose of sofa, a chair, a divan ancle 
then a cot to sleep on during night. It can be 
conveniently removed from one place to other 
and when not required can be made to stand 
against a wall to vacate the place for other pur­
poses. For sitting wooden patms or asans called 
Hinnas made of paddy stalks arc used. These 
too are inexpensive and are 10caJly available. 
Binllas are home made. If more guests come ':md 
a Charopy cannot be conveniently used, a thick 
woollen rug like--garment called Khharcha made 
of goats hair may be spread. This also is used 
to sleep on during winter. Tables, chairs, stools, 
almir:1hs are found in a few houses. Watches and 
Timepieces are kept by a few hous~holds. There 
is a community Radio-set owned by the Pan­
chayat. 4 other households also own radio-s<us. 

Among other items of household goods, there 
are h ukkas, spindles, charkhas, pitchers and 
toknies for keeping water. Chakics for-gTinding 
Hour and stone kundis are in every hOllsehold. 
Some have secl and pinda to grind spices and 
pulses. 

Utensils ;' 
/' 

Utensils used' by the _people are generally the 
same as used in the plains. These are not locally 
made and are purchased from Simla and other 
places where shopkeepers get their suppli:es hom 
Jagadhari or Moradabad. Usually brass and 
bronze utensils are used. but now-a-days due to 
high pr!ces of these metalwares aluminium 
utensils arc also coming into use. These utensils 
are very durable and some heavy utensils especial­
ly used for storing w;lter or used for cooking ':1t 
the time of marriages, etc., are in use for genera­
tions. It is a custom with the people to. purchase 
a new utensil, be it a spoon 0111y, at the Diwali 
festiv_al and thus tlYe stock is replenished. If an 
old utensil wear-s out. it is S:old as sctc!P and as 
a m':1tter of convention. a new utensil is pur­
chased either within the range..,pf the price of 
the scrap or by adding a little moi'e- to it. 

China and glass wares are also in usc now. 
It is a commoIJ. -practice to offer tca to a guest 
either in a cup or glass tumbler. ' 
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All these utensils are cleansed by rubbing them 
with hearth ash Or earth. Even glass and china 
wares are cleansed like-wise. The use of soap or 
other detergents for this purpose is considered 
an unclean habit. 

If someone has a tumbler made of silver, it 
is considered clean after having been" washed 
with water. 

The common utensil$ are:-

N allle of UtenRi:s 

Batti 

Dabra 
Karchhi 

- Patila 
Prat 

Bhadu 
Kauli (Cup) 

Thali 

Kauli (Cup) 
Lota 
Tumbler (Glass) 

Balti 

Chimta 
• 1harna 
Karahi 

Karahu 
Lohdan 

Phuknala 
Prat 
Sansi 

Tawa 
Tenthu 

Tokru 

Ghat'ft 

Manghi 
Mangu 

"rambia 

Cost 
Rs.P. 

Brass Utensils 

Use 

10'00 For serving daIs ano. vegetab­
les on feast s. Alsn used f' r 
washing hands or feet in. 
Milch cows or buffaloes are 
given chara in batties. 

12'00 Used as batti. 
2·50 };'or serving dishes, (bls <:'r 

YegetableR. 
22·00 For cooking 
15'i:iO For kneading wheat flour. 

Bronze utensils 
28·00 For cooking pulses. 
1· 75 For serving vegetables and 

pulses. 
7·00 For serVing food. 

. 1tIuradabadi Utensils 
O' 50 For serving daIs or vegetables. 
4· 00 For serving water. 
1· 00 For drinking water. 

Iron Utensils 
4·00 For carrying water and for 

bathing purposes. 
0·40 For holding burning coal. 
1· 2.3 Fur frying veg$tnbles . 
6·00 For cooking halYa, kheer, and 

for frying purposes. 
2 . 00 A small karahi. 
1· 25 It is a sort of stand to keep 

J:atilas. 
O' 37 For bl0wing into the fire. 
5·00 For kneading flour. 
1· 50 F,)r grasping toknu or bhadu 

while kept on fire. 
1· 25 - To bake chapaties. 
0·50 For baking and changing sidcs 

ofloaves on a Tawa. 
1· 25 To serVe rice on occasions of 

feasts. 

Earthen Utensils 
1· 25 To keep watcl', churning curd 

to produce butter. 
O' 50 To ke3p g~ lassi, achar. 
O' 25 To koep ghee, klriru-aml sour 

things. 

Copper utensils 
2Q~.oO For helLtillg water fnr bathing. 
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bu~ing their menstruation period housewives 
are gIven food either in clluminium thalies or 
in brass thalies. Scheduled castes are served food 
in these thaI is. The sizes and varieties of the 
utensils vary. Villagers buy them accordillg to 
their requirements. 

Dress 

The climate of the place is pleasant with mild 
winters. So mostly cotton clothes are used. In 
summer, men go about in a dhoti and shirt or 
even the shirt may be discarded for a banyan or 
cotton sadri. Gellerally while going out on pro· 
fessional visits the brahmins put on a white 
pugree (Turban) of about :; yards of muslin. 
Others use a t,opi, gandhi cap type of topi. But 
youngmen prefer to go bareheaded. The other 
items of dress for men are a kurta, pyjama or 
Dhoti. Old people who functioned as priests ;Ind 
had a chance to visit the palace of the ruling 
chief, used to wear a long buttoned up coat or 
Achkan. Now with the merger of the State into 
Himachal Pradesh only the coat may be used 
but the achkan has gon!! out of use. In winters 
2 woollen coat and sweater or sadri is also used 
as protection against cold. A shawl or pattu 
made of home spun wool is generally thrown 
over the shoulders . 

A woman wears Kameej and Salwar, a 
dupatta locally called Chadru to cover the 
head. This falls on the shoulders. One fold of 
the Chadru is so wrapped as to cover the 
breasts. Old women sometimes use tight pyjama 
called Rebdats. This is a bit loose upwards and 
tight at the ankles. It is generally more cqm­
monly used in winter. The younger generation 
is not inclined to use this now. They prefer 
Salwar instead. All school going girls, use Sal­
war and Kameej. School going boys put on 
Khaki shorts and shirts. 

There are no set styles of cloth purchased for 
these garments. This depends on individual taste 
and means. 

All types of footwear including the locally 
made juta are used. Young women generally go 
in for "do feeta ki g.urgabi'·, i e. a pump shoe 
with two laces. This is very common and is 
locally preferred from leather sent for from 
Simla. 

The clothes are washed with soap. Ironing is 
considered superfluous and only the students 
studying in higher classes may sometimes use 
ironed clothes. There is no Dhobi in the village 
neither anyone is anxious to utilise the services 
of a dhobi at Arki. 
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Ornaments 

There is a trend of change in the use of orna­
ments. Heavy silver ornaments have become out 
dated and young women prefer lighter jewellery. 
TUi for the nose and a chak for the head are a 
must! for all married women. These are COn­
sidea:d eS$ential and a sign of 'S~ad. Old 
women still continue to wear heavy SlIver orna­
menta especially on festive occasions. They con· 
si'der it a matter of prestige and occasion to show­
off family heirlooms. 

ORNAMENTS FOR THE HEAD-Chah-A round 
hollow ornament made of silver or gold. This 
is worn by married women. Silver chaks weigh 
from GO to 80 grams or even more ':md gold 
chaks are about 30 grams. 

Clips-Clips are worn on both side~ of the 
head to keep the hair set. These are of silver 
with chains and weigh from 5 grams to 30 grams. 

Teeka-This is a small ornament of silver or 
gold and WOOl on the fore-head. The weight is 
not more than 15 grams. 

ORNAMENTS< FOR THE EAR-Bragar-A pair of 
bragar made of gold weighs about 15 grams and 
is fringed with immitation pearls. Bragars are 
worn on important occasions. 

Dandi-Ears are pierced to we:u gold dandies. 
Only older women use them. 

Kante--Kante are of two types chumru-dar or 
sim~e made of gold or sliver. 

Tops-A star shaped jewelled earring of gold 
or sliver. 

ORNAMENTS }'OR TilE lWsE-Balu-A gold 
pendant hung from the nose worn at the timc 
of marriage. Balus are uf different sizes. 

Basar-A big pendant of gold attached to thc 
nose supported by a chain and hooked in the 
hair. 

Bulak-A gold ornament like a betel leaf~ 
weighing 10 grams or more. 

Laung-A golden stud set with a pearl or 
turquoise. Laung weighs about 6 grams or more. 

Murki-A gold ornament worn in the nose 
and weighs -:thout 15 grams. 

Tilli-A small star like stud weighing 2 
grams. This is used regularly by all the married 
women. 

ORNAMENTS FOR THE NECK-Chamkali or 
Champakali-A necklace bearing pendants which 
look like the birds of Champa flower. 
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Ham'-A silver necklace weighing 400 to 500 
grams. Old women.. wear this. 

Kanthi-A locket of shining grass studs pur­
chased from the markets. 

Locket-This is made of either gold or silver 
and weighs 100 grams. 

Ha1llmail-A big necklace_of silver coins. This 
has become out of date now, but some old women 
possess these. 

ORN.UIEC\'TS FOR THE WRIsTS-Band-BamI is 
more or less like -:t gajroo. 

BangleS-Common type of gold Or silver 
bangles are popular among young womerr. 

Chud_a-Flat bracelet worn on the arm be­
tween the wr~st ~n<:l the elbow. This is a heavy 
ornament welglung about 150 grams or more. 
Old women wear ·it. 

Cflilal Kangan-~Jjlver bracelet with pendanls. 

Gojru-A flexible silver bracelet. 

Kallgnoo-A thick bracelet of silver weighing 
J 00 to 120 grams. 

Sunangan-Sunangan is a golden bracelet 
W01'n at the time of marriages by the bride­
groom. 

. OR:\,A:'IENTS FOR THE ANKLES-Jhnnjar~R:ound 
silver ornaments weighing 150 grams. 

Pallieb-Silver chains tied around the ankles 
are called panjeb. These are of silver weighing 
200 grarus to 300 grams. 

Tura-A type' of pallje'b with .-a/clasp. 

Silver al~d ,gold ornam;HS are prepared by 
the goldsmIth at Batal or Arki. Most of the 
o:-naments are worn by married women. Young 
girls wear bangles or a tilli in the nose. 

. Besides a pair of Gold ear-rings and finger 
rIngs men- eta not wear any ornaments. Even 
ear-rings are going out of use because no one 
now likes to hav{! the ears of the children 
pierced. But a finger ring is prized and often 
times cheap brass rings are purchased frOin the 
bazar and used. 

Food and Drinks 

In Batal and surrounding area and as a maLter 
?f ge1_leral r~lc th~ staple food ?f.the~hill people 
l~ maIZe. MaIze bell1g the, prlllClpal crop-in llills, 
people have. to depend llJ?O~ it. They also take 
\~heat and nce-and nne pnnClpal mealm a majo. 
nty of households- consists of rice. Maize IS COIl­

sumed in the form of bread whereas rice is simp-
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Iy boiled and taken with some daal or other 
vegetables. The boiled rice is called Bhat and it 
is generally taken in the morning. Vegetables are 
not regularly consumed but whatever are avail­
able in the village are used. Generally people 
depend upon what they produce and so in place 
of vegetables ·they have evolved a special dish 
that goes by the name of Khairu. It is not a com­
plicated dish and simply consists of boiling the 
whey, after applying Turka and adding a little 
turmeric powder fo:z; changing its colour from 
white to yellow. This is very much relished and 
is used with boiled rice also. Of course one time 
they do prepare daal of urad, masur etc. Black 
gram, lentil and beans are also used as daals. 
The vegetables that are grown in the village in 
rainy season are long gourd, Torian, pumpkin, 
sarson-ka-saag and carn~ts. Arbi gandiyali ~nd 
potatoes are also grown by a few. The spIces 
used are cumin, heeng, corriandum and onions 
and garlic. Desi ghee is used when available 
otherwise hydrogen~ted oil is used as fat. Mustard 
oil may also be used by a few although it is gene­
rally used as hair dressing oil. 

Generally three meals are taken daily. The 
morning meal equivalent to breakfast is called 
Datialu. This consists of maize or wheat bread 
left over of the evening repast and tea or whey. 
This is taken at about 7 in the morning. It must 
be remembered that it is not a full meal and 
each person may not take more than one bread 
,with tea. The midday meal is called CheZl. The 
menu is not very different but here each one 
will take his full diet. Some may also take maize 
sattus with whey. This is taken between 12 atLd 
I p.m. Again at about 4 p.m. some may take a 
little food that may be left over f:t;f)tn cheli or if 
nothing has been left over then maize or wheat 
breads may be taken with -chatni or achaar etc. 
This is called dupehari. It is again not a full 
meal and the amount of food consumed by each 
one is the same as at breakfast time. The even­
ing repast equivalent to dinner is called biaZi. 
It is enjoy~d by all the members of the house­
hold together preferably sitting before the 
hearth when warm ana fresh breads or bhaturus 
are served to all with vegetables or khairu. In 
Batal only those who work hard on their lands 
take dupehari while other dispense with it. 

In winter the cyc~e of meals is not very differ­
ent. 

The food taken here is of two categories, 
Ii) kacha-khana and (ii) pucca-=khant{. Kacha­
hhana includes chapatis, rice, pulses and vege­
tables, while pucca-khana includes fried food 
like halva, puri, malpura and pakoras. Kacha­
khana is taken daily. The pucca-khana is take!? 
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on certain occasions. Kacha food is not accepted 
by the orthodox Brahmins cooked by Kanets. 
Rice and claal is GOoked in the kitchen. 

Brahmins arc by and large strictly vegeta­
rians, though exceptions may be there. But 
Brahmin ladies as a rule do not take meat. If 
so.meone wants to enjoy a meat preparation, he 
WIll lmve to cook it himself outside the kitchen. 
The ladies do no such thing. He may either take 
meat at a eating house at Arki. The cook wears 
a dhoti and kurta. 

On festive occasions. food ~ostly taken in-
clude Shakkar and ghee with rice or chapatis. 

Special items of food are:­

As.kaloo, is prepared from rice flour. 

Berwa roti-Maize roti is filled in with some 
potatoes or Kachori, pre-cooked and salted. 
These chapaties are taken with Lassi or butter. 

Danoli-This is a big chapati basmeared on 
both sides with ghee and then baked. Danoli, 
usually offered is with halva. 

Childu-Childu is prepared of, wheat atta. 

The dishes prepared at the time of marriag-es 
are Khati dal, mithi dal, gram flour bundies 
Gandiyali and mash-ki-dal. 

Bundies-Bundies of gram flour are prepared 
. saltish or sweet. 

Grmdi)la/i-Arbi and gandiyali are cut into 
small pieces and then fried in _oil hy adding curd 
or whey. 

Khati dal-Khati dal is usually made of Kol 
by adding dried anardana. 

Mithi dal-Sweet pulses of gram or raisin are 
cooked and served with rice. 

Milk intake is conFilled to infants and adults 
of a very few better-off families. In all the house­
holds who have milch cows or buffaloes milk 
is cony,rt Ad in to curd. After extracting butter 
out of it Lassi is used for Kari or l{hairu. Chil­
lies are added to all saltish dishes and some 
households grow chillies for their own use. 
Sarson-ka-saag is relished much during winter. 
It makes a good feast in maize 1"01 e) sarasoll-ha­
saag and fresh butter are served. Guests are 
served with rice, urad pulses and ghee. Wheat 
chapaties bariyan and shaklwr ghee are served 
to guests. Bhaturlls of wheat flour are taken 
during summer and the rainy season. Kheer is 
one of the much liked preparations. During 
Shradh kheer and halva are served to the Brah­
mins. 
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Fuel and lighting 

Firewood is collected from undemarcated 
Charand areas where villagers have rights for 
cutting fuel-wood, grazing cattle, cutting grass 
and quarrying s~o~e~. Batal people ?ave no 
rights over the adJommg forests Lade-kl-Bayen, 
Kangu and Manju. These are demarcated and 
protected forests. If someone intends to get wood 
from .these forests one has to get a licence at a 
fee of twelve paise for one head-load from the 
Forest Department. 

For lighting, mostly kerosene-oil lamps, .lan­
terns are used. Some villagers have electnfie? 
their houses since 1960 when Batal was electn­
fled. So far twenty households have electrified 
their houses. 

Smoking 

Smoking is very common. In fact it is. seldom 
in hills that people do not take to smokll1g. Ac­
cording to a few, smoking, to some extent pre­
vents wind formation In the stomach. Though 
people use Hukka or Ka,li for smo~ing,. but. the 
most convenient metho~ of s,mokmg IS dIrect 
from the smoking bowl or chilam. For t~is mode 
of smoking special chilams are there whIch have 
a small receptacle for tobacco and glowing am­
bers and a long neck. A w~t piece of cloth called 
safi is wmpped round thIS long neck and the 
smoker inhales the tobacco fumes through the 
wet cloth, holding the cmlam in cupped hands. 
The chilam is passed on to the next man, when 
a few smoke together but the safi or wet doth 
will not be passed on if the next -pers0!l hap­
pens to a non-caste man. Th-us a .BrahUlln Will 

not give safi to a Rajput and WIll not smoke 
through the saG of a Rajput. Similar. is the case 
with 'the hukka orl kali, stem. Ladles do not 
smoke although an old woman may enjoy a puff 
or so and- when she does so she does not use the 
stem and lifts the kali In her hands and inhales 
from the opening at the hase where stem is fixed. 
Younger people do not smoke before elders as 
a mark of respect. 

Biris and cigarettes are now commonly used 
though at home_ Hukka or chilam still holds 
ground. 

Though it is not readily conceded, yet it w~s 
given out in confide~ce that .a few: m~n were 111 
the habit of preparmg an llltoxicatmg smoke 
from Bhang leaves. Green leaves of Bhang plant 
are taken and rubbed between two hands for 
quite a good period. Th~ adhesive substance 
that clings to the hands IS carefully scrapped 
with !t pen knife and smoked as it is or mixed 
with tobacco. For this purpose, the long necked 
~hilam called sui phi chilam ~s invariably used. 
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Birth, marriage and death customs 

An expectant mother attends to her work nor­
mally for about four to five months. After that 
she does not exert more nor does she climb trees 
as a precaution against miscarriage or ab<;>ttion. 

The birth of a boy is followed by many cere­
monies and if is a matter of great joy for the 
entire family. When a girl is born no ceremony 
is held except a simple hav_art: 

Delivery takes place in one of the rooms in 
the ground floor and is helped by an elderly 
woman of the neighbourhood. In the case of a 
boy the parents of the mother are informed by 
special messengers. The time of birth is noted for 
preparing a small horoscope. Later on astrologers 
are consulted rather eagerly to know what luck 
the new born brings. Brahmins are all the more 
particular about the accuracy of the time of 
birth as they have great ,faith in astrology. SUlak 
is observed for ten days and this period is co)1si. 
dered unclean to perform any ritual or ceremony. 
On the 10th day, oow's urine which is consider. 
ed a purifying agent is sprinkled in the room. 
The mother and the child are taken upstairs. 

Havan-On the II th day, havan is performed 
by the purohits. After the havan, the family is 
considered clean. Gontrala is held by those who 
can afford to entertain their friends, and rela­
tives. Other ceremonies like Namkaran, Nish­
kraman, Surya-blokan, Bhumi·upvas~an are con­
ducted by the purohit. Navgranthi Pujan is in­
variably done and 'shudhi' is observed with 
Panchgabya. Panchgabya is a mixture of milk, 
curd. hc;mey, cow's urine and ghee. This fnixture 
is sprinkled in the rooms and also sipped a littlr 
as charnamrit. 

Nam-Karan-A boy's name ceremony is ob. 
served according to the rasi at the time of birth. 
The Purohit utters the name of the child through 
a 'conch', slowly. Sometimes if the Rasi name 
does not suit well, parents, choose other names 
but in the horoscope, the rasi names should ih. 
variably be written by the astrologer. 

For girls, no importance is given to rasi namc:). 
They are generally named; Saraswati, Parvati, 
Laxmi, Ganga, Jamuna, Gita, Kamla, ___ Vimla, 
Kusum, Sundri, Godavri and Vasanti. Pet names 
are given according to the peculiarities of 
the child. At times, a handsome boy or a pretty 
girl may be named as Kalu or Kali. These nam,es 
are perhaps suggested for fear of an evil eye or 
evil spirit which may cause SOIll.e disease tOt mar 
the child's, charm. The parents se1ect"l::sntrasting 
names to' minimise the possibilities of any untO­
ward happening. This belief is prevalent among 
a few old persons, 



Nish-kraman-The father has a first look at 
the boy on the eleventh day. This is called Nish­
kraman. The same day the boy has his first 
glimpse of the Sun. This is called Surya Avlokan. 

Bhumi-Upvashan-When the child is made to 
touch the Bhumi i.e., mother earth is also per­
formed the same day. 

Shasli Plljan-On the 6th day, a rough image 
of cowdung representing the new comer is made 
,and worshipped. This is ca1led Behai and is pre­
served for the life span on the person concerned. 

- J.t is worshipped on every birthday and is con­
sIgned to some Nullah or stream after death. 
Songs are sung for the happy occasion. Shasti 
P.ujan is done by the priests and the planets 
which are unfavourable are worshipped for 
appeasement. Relatives and friends offer presents 
to the child and th_e mother. Silver kangans and 
clothes are given to the child. The child's mother 
receives clothes and other items of food espe­
cially ghee from her parents. These presents are 
made even -when _,! girl is born. The feast and 
ceremonies are not held on a larger scale as 
when a son is born. The birth of a da ugh ter is 
not the occasion for rejoicing. 

Anna Prashan-Food is given to the ch~ld 
after six months or in rare cases on the day of 
havan. Rice cooked in milk and then sweetened 
is considered to be the best food to be given to 
a child for the first time. On this day also 
Purohit's services are requked to perform the 
ceremony. 

Mundan and Karan Ved-In the 2nd or 5th 
year, mundan ceremoney is held and hait of the 
child are cut for the first time by the barber or 
someone from among the relatiol} This hair­
cutting ceremQny is done accOTdifig to the time 
calculated by the Purohit-s. Karan Ved; b0ring 
of the ear is done the same day. "lhe head is 
complt'!tely shaved with a razor fO]1 the first time. 
The hair are thi'own in the river. Those who 
-c~n afford to arrange feasts, invite their friends 
and relatives. Em;s are pierced with a gQ'lden 
needle and small 'murkus' of gold are also hung 
from the ears. Powdered tumleric fried in ghee 
is applied to the wound and healing balm. 

Vidya Ramhh-Letters are taught to the boy 
on an auspicious day or during navratras for the 
first time. 

llpn'ayrm--£h lhe age of I!; or 16 Upnayan 
Sanskar-weal'illf:; the sacred thread or Janeo-­
ceremony is held. This ce.remQE.y is considered 
to be one. of the very i~portant~fol'-J3rahmins 
and without yagyopaveet, a brahmin is not con­
sidered worthy of his caste. Scheduled castes do 

not wear the sacred thread. Upnayan Samkar is 
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always performed according to the 'lagan' as 
worked out by the astrologer. 

The head of the boy is first shaved and 'ban 
batna' is applied on his body before he takes 
his bath. Tel is put on his head by his mother 
and sisters and the Purohit does many odd 
things. The l~cal music is also required and to 
befit the occaSIon mangal dhawani is most essen­
tial amidst singing by the women. Nav-granthi 
dan and gowdan are also done. This ceremony is 
not confined to one boy alone, but three to five 
boys ~CJf almost the same age-group wear the 
thread in a single ceretnony. They put on yellow 
d~oties and begging bowls and satchels are pro­
VIded to them. Then they are given alms by their 
relatives. The Purohit or the Guru as he is call­
ed puts the thread on their sHoulders and he 
whispers Mantra into the ears of his disciples. 
Whatt;ver alms tHe boys get, are given to the 
PurohIt. The main guru-mantar taught by the 
Purohit is Gayatri Mantra which is given here: 

arrlf m: ~: mmcr d~'(1J!Il{ <nIT ~~: 
"' C'.C'\ -.!) '" 

~r~: tfr;IT lfr.r: wir ~ I , 

After the ceremony, the boy is expected to 
m'editate in the morning and evening and read 
this guru-mantra as many time as he can. The 
Janeo is always kept to remind him of his duties 
as a ~rahmin and whenever he goes out for 
answenng the call of nature, he would invari­
ably lift the sacred thread on to his right ear. In 
certain cases, brethren and relatives are also 
entertained and a 'dham' is arranged for them. 

W\iR-~f~ ~ ~ ~ .,-rl ~ crrm lfta 
(~, ~ ~ ~ W ~ ~, ~ ~ ) 

~ ;r~ ~ $sf ~, ~~ c;f;;r;rr crm{;;rt, 
~ lf~'U ~r '!!'h9: ~ ~ f~ wmr~ I 

~ fCflffilT q;~ ~ ~~ , 
~~~~~~~~~~~ , 
mr ~ ~ ~lTfw ~ ~:;rrU ~, 
;;iTd'~~~lfT~T~, fu;n~W1;f~ I 
~~mr;;fl~~, ~~mm;;~T, 
~~~~, ~<"l~'lIj_OO l:ftm'~mr I 

~ -q-u ~'UOT, GttslfUlloi'i ~ *r~;;;jffl:ft, 
~ ~,m<IT, ~ ~ w{ 'tf~ umtT, 
~ ~~,~~~~;;r~, 

~ 'tf~:~ crm ~n: ~~, ~ ~ '€Ii ~;;fT, 
~.q~1if~~~ *r ~W:rr ;;GtTm, '51"1 
'€Ii ~ ~'fu<;r ~ ~ ~ ~ 'eli ~T;;iT I' 
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Translation 

The sweet sounding of Shehnai and blow­
ing of a conch in Mathura indicates the birth 
of Lord Krishna. On the occasion of the birth 
of a son the blessings of Goddess Behat are in­
voked. The door of -the room where the birth 
has taken place is brigh,t like gold and the door 
steps are studded with jewels. The charpoy is 
inlaid with jewels. 

Oh I my mother-in-law! Please do not be angry 
with us. Ghee, jaggery and dried ginger which 
we shall take is in our home. The mother re­
quests her sisters-in-Iaws not to be angry with 
her. 

Marriages 

Marriage proposals are initiated by the boy's 
parents. This proposal is carried to the girl's 
parents through -a middleman who may be a re-­
Iative of one or both the sides. An informal 
agreement is made by the middle man with the 
girl's father provided the horoscope is kept by 
the girl's side, this condition is waiv.ed. Usually 
the parents of the boy do not press much to see 
the girl's kundli. Age, beauty accomplishment, 
economic conditions and the caste of the girl are 
sometimes the deciding factors. 

Amongst the brahmins marriages take place 
outside their gotras. Boys get married between 
the age of eighteen and twenty-four years. For 
girls it is always fourteen to seventeen and very 
rarely above twenty. Most of the marriages 
among brahmins are arranged within Batal. 

Betrothal-After the parties agree to the 
marriage proposal a simple engagement cere­
mony known as 'Sagai' or 'Vak-dan' is held at 
girl's parents house. This is done in the presence 
of a few relatives. In some cases, the boy's father 
presents clothes to the betrothed girl. Shakkar 
1~ distributed among those present. This cere­
mony is held according to the auspicious time 
fixed by the family Purohit. Betrothal takes 
place even when the boy and the girl are minors. 
There is no binding that the marriage should 
take place within any specified period of time. 
It is usually on the convenient date that marri­
age is fixed: The boy's father consults the astro­
loger and auspicious time is worked out by him 
months earlier. If this is acceptable to the girl's 
father, preparations for marriage start. 

Sarvarambha-A couple of weeks -before, pre­
paration of ornaments, clothes and collection of 
·'Dham material' ,is done in right earnest, To cope 
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with the work, the relatives help. Sarvarambha 
muhurat is told by the family purohit. A 
'Lagnotri' is prepared. This indicates the date 
and time according to which the rituals are per­
formed. The ladies of the neighbourhood 
assemble at night and sing songs accompanied 
by playing on dholak. These songs are called 
"ghorian". Similarly, another type of songs are 
sung at the house of the bride, but these songs 
are called "Suhag". Shakkar is given to those 
who participate. 

Tel batna-Three, five or seven days earlier 
Tel-batna starts as instructed by the Purohit. 
'Toran Mandup' are also erected in the court­
yard. Kalash-stapan is essentially peformed by 
the Purohit. Oil is put on the head of the bride­
groom with turf by the sister, mother and other 
women of the house. 

Shanti-After 'Tel Batna', Shanti havan is 
performed and Nav-granthi pujan is done. 
Planets which are considered Inauspicious are 
worshipped and 'granthis' are given away in dan":'­
The marriage feasts start from the day of 
'Shanti'. Near relatives and caste brethren are 
invited and entertained. The maternal uncle of 
the boy participat.es in this feast. If he is well off 
he spends large amounts on the day of Shanti. 

Sehra Variyatr;a-The hand and toes of the 
brideg~-oom are painted with mehandi by 
his sisters. When the auspicious moment of 
Sehra-bandi draws near, the bridegroom puts-on 
her best cl~thes. Sehra is tied by the family 
purohit strictly according to the langotri-time. 
After that, the groom is taken to a house. This 
is known as 'prasthan'. 

Variyatra-The marriage p~ty may consist 
of thirty to fifty persons who are the relatives 
and friends of the bridegroom. They are spe­
cially invited. The party starts singing and danc­
ing. The groom is carried in a palanquin-.-

At the bride's house-As the Barat procession 
approaches the br.ide's house, a warm welcome 
is given._ The marriage party is not taken direct 
to the bride's hou~, but accommodated in the 
neighbour's house and served light refreshments. 

Milni-The Kurrams-Bride's father and 
groom's father embrace each other. The bride's 
father offers Re. 1 and a piece of cloth measur­
ing 2t metres of the bride-groom's father. 

Sah-Rekha-At the appointed hour, the Sah­
rekha pujan is performed by the purohit. The 
bride-groom is taken to the britfe!..s..h.Quse accom­
panied by three other persons. The remaining 
'tel' of the groom is mixed with the bride's. This 
is caBed 'telmel'. Ornaments and clothes brought 
by the groom's father are presented to the girl's 
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mother. The baraties mix up with others at the 
bride's place. And it is a popular social get· 
together. 

Lagan-The bride-groom accompanied by 
purohit, his father and others is taken to the 
mandap. The music is at its best and women 
sing marriage songs. The mandap on the vedi is 
either of bamboo or banana trees. The purohits 
of both sides and tue groom sit close to each 
other. Other members-of the Barat sit around 
the mandap. In one corner, women make room 
for themselves. At the farther end the musicians 
sit to play on when they are called upon by the 
PurOhltS. 

The bride-groom usually sits facing the east 
while. the parents of the bride sit facing the 
north. The mandap is attractively decorated with 
flowers, green bamboo or mango or pipal or 
amla leaves and buntings. Dhoop and incense 
are burnt all the time and the atmosphere at the 
vedi is pleasant, and santimoneous. The purohit 
is the busiest person at the mandap' and he is 
seen doing many things at the same time and 
directing others to bring this and that. While 
he reads sacred mantras from the Vivah Padhti, 
he has to attend to the practical rituals. He 
directs the groom to throw flowers, rice and 
kungu in the mandap and many times, he is 
asked to fold his hands. The first thing at the 
vedi is swasti vachan -read a bit louder and 
collectively by all the pandits present. They do 
it with rice grains in their ..hands which they 
shower on the gathering when the recitation is 
over. The purohit performs Navgreha pujan and 
blessings of the planets are invoked for the 
happiness, prosperity and longivity 'of the 
couple. 

The bride is brought to the Vedi/<t littlf:! later 
by her maternal uncle and she is seated by the 
side of the groom with her face veiled. Before 
the ceremony, Ganesh pujan is held. It is consi­
dered necessary to remove obstacles. The ptiest 
takes a piece of cloth which is tied round the 
waist of the bride. The other end of the cloth 
is tied to the Patka of the bridegroom. This cloth 
is callea Lagan-patka. Now the work load of the 
Purohit increases and Other ,priests may help in 
conducting the ceremonies. One priest goes on 
I'eeiling the texl of the Vivah padhti and the 
other pandit attends to the practical side. Many 
limes, be asks the bride and groom to 
throw rice, flowers and shakkar at the sacred 
mandap. Sprinkling of water, ghee, throwing of 
red vermillion and coconut or betelnut may 
mark certain definite stages of.-th~~ marriage 
ceremony which continuys for three 'to four 
hours. The couple may hold each othe.r's hands 
and have a look:- at each other, under specific 
instructions of the. priest. 
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While all this goes on, women sing mangal 
songs and the musicians also do their bit. Kanya­
dan or giving away the girl in marriage is done 
by the parents of the girl. Water and milk are 
poured on the hands of the groom bit by bit till 
the priest finishes his text. This detail of the 
ceremony known as 'panigrehan' is very im­
portant and is invariably performed at the mar­
riage. Next comes the havan. A sacred fire fed 
with ghee and havan samagri is lit in the centre 
of the mandap. This sacred fire is tended with 
the dry wood of N ewar or Ber tree, though any 
other wood may be used if the specific wood is 
not readily available. At the time of havan the 
~re is fe~ with small offering of Havan San'tagri 
1.<:". a mIxture of Barley grains, Til, Ghee, 
ralsms, dry dates, betelnut and the like and these 
offerings are called 'Ahuties'. Each Ahuti is 
thrown into the fire at the end of each mantra 
read by the priest and while others utter the 
word 'Swaha'. The brida and bridegroom also 
offer ahuties to the sacred fire. 

. Satt Padi-N'ow comes the time for sapt-padi, 
the lrrevoca?le seven steps which the couple 
takes. The bnde and groom are asked to go round 
the fire seven times. Three rounds-pheras-are 
taken when the havan is lit and after a short 
interval, three rounds are taken again. In the 
s~x pheras, the bri?e leads the groom as they are 
tIed together With Lagan Patka but in the 
seventh phera, she follows the groom. At each 
step, the purohit reads a Sloka from the Vivah­
padhti and translates it for the benefit of the 
couple. These slokas contain some Df the finest 
marriage vows. Some are from the bride's side 
and enjoining upon the groom to dO' this and 
t~at .whereas o~hers are on behalf of the groom 
bIndmg the bnde to be a faithful,and devoted 
copart~er in li.fe. Women· sing 'mangal' songs 
showenng blessmgs on the couple. After this the 
bride would sit on the left side Df the groom be­
comes a .lawful wife-a better half, ardhangni. 
T1Je shlokas are reproduced below:-

Shaya Dan-The parents of the girl display 
each item of the dowry in the court-yard and it 
i~ given away ~o the gi~l. The item generally con­
Sist of a cot WIth beddmg, a steel trunk, utensils 
and. a co}v. Roasted rice (kheel) are also shower­
ed on the couple. Then the bride is dressed 
attractively. Her hair are done well. She wears 
a chak, dips and teeka on the fore-head. The 
relatives and friends offer' her presents. The 
members of the marriage party are served food 
and they get ready to' return. When the baraties 
are served food on leaf platter, there is a custom 
which is now slowly dying out that some old man 
or lady from the bride's side loudly sings a song 
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wherein the baraties are forbidden to start par­
taking the delicious dishes prepared for them 
unless someone from amongst them replies to 
the points raised if} the song. This is called 
Pattal Bandhna. All baraties sit st~ll with food 
before them when someone from amongst them 
loudly sings aNt a song purporting to be a reply 
to the song sung by the bride's party. This is 
called 'Paltal Kholna'. A song of the type is in­
cluded in the marriage songs given at the end 
of this chapter. 

The menu for the marriage feast generally 
consists of rice, a number of vegetables, one or 
two daals, bundi or raita and one sweet dish. 
First boiled rice is heaped on the leaf platter, 
placed before each barati and then the sweet 
dish which may be sweet dakh or bundi is serv­
ed. Thereafter all the preparations are served 
turn by turn. 

The food is prepared by professional cooks­
who are called botis. They are paid Rs. 3 to 4 a 
day plus meals. Sometimes someone from 
amongst the villagers may also act as a boti and 
prepare the meals. 

Makla'Ua-Departure of the barat is a touch­
ing scene. The relatives and friends of the 
bride all fuss round her. The elderly women 
are often observed .giving !llany pieces of ad­
vice to .the bride and her friends- are seen weep­
ing and wiping tears from their as well as from 
the eyes of the bride. Then she is carried to the 
place where a covered palanquin is kept. She 
sits in this ready to be sent. The musicians 
head the procession, the 'dola' as the palanquin 
is called is followed by a few person's from the 
hride's side. The farewell songs are full of 
pathos and every eye is moist. Bride's younger 
brother or sister may accompany her in the 
Dola. 

Vedaygi-The farewell of the bamties is 
called ''Uedaygi'. It is a custom among the 
villagers here that they present twenty-five paise 
and a piece of cloth to each member of the 
marriage party. Purohits get their ~hare from 
their jajmans and bestow 'ashirvad' on the 
couple. 

When the bride and the groom reach their 
home. special care is taken by the women that 
the bride is treated well and affectionately. She 
is escorted by her mother-in-law and here again 
many girls and women crowd around her. The 
members of the marriage party disperse after 
taking part in a 'nati-dance'. They are later call­
ed upon to have food in a community dham. 
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Teeka Ni'Uanda-Friends and relatives offer 
teeka and nivanda to the groom. Teeka is in the 
shape of money varying from twenty-five paise 
to Re. 1 and nivanda in the shape of wheat or 
maize flour and a small lotku of ghee. This cus­
tom is now being abandoned. 

Vadh1l Pra'Uesh-Till such times as the Vadhu 
Pravesh Ceremony is done the bride and the 
groom are not to enter the house. They are taken 
to a fruit tree or a 'peepa}' tree where havan 
and pujan are performed. The couple has to go 
round the tree five or seven times. A fruit or 
pi pal tree is considered a symbol of fertility and 
the couple worships it with the fervent hope 
and prayer that they may be blessed with child­
ren especially male ones. When they come back, 
the 'toran' is cut and the bride enters the house. 
'Then she is taken to water source or panih'ar 
accompanied by some women. The water brought 
by her is distributed among the family members, 
the next day or on some other auspicious day. 

A game of skill-On return from panihar, a 
parat full of milky water is kept before the 
couple. They sit facing each other. The purohit 
throws Re. 1 coin, some coins, a ring, a piece of 
almond and chhuhara into the parat. Immediate­
ly the bride and the groom put their hands in­
to the water to catch hold of the rupee coin. 
Whoever gets it, is the winner. This is done five 
or seven times and everyone present enjoys t~e 
fun. There is plenty of mirth and laughter. 

Ghern1l Phernu-Return of the bride to her 
parents' house is called ghernu phernu. On the 
third day of Vadhu Pravesh, the bride accom­
panied by her husband, visit he}:-paren~s' house. 
The younger brother or sister -of the bride also 
accompanies them back. Some pakwan usually 
tikri-chapaties cooked in ghee are taken. 

For at least a year, the couple is expected to 
visjt the girl's parents house every sakra,nti-the 
first day of every Bikrami month. Kamdeo gene­
rally pronounced as Kandeo_by the people is the 
God of love i.e., cupid, in Hindu mythology. A 
rough figure of the God is drawn on the wall 
and is worshipped, so that the bride and the 
groom lead a happy life full of love. This rough 
figure of Kamdeo is retained for a year. During 
the following Bhadon month, the bride stays in 
her parents' house. 

Reet-Reet is another form of marriage in 
which a wife seeks a second husband. This is not 
practised among the brahmins. Other -castes do 
marry according to the reet system. In this marri­
age, the groom has to pay the price of the bride 
to the former husband. 



-

18 

Widow Re-marriage-;-Widow re-marriage 
among the brahmins is not permissible. In other 
casteS there are no restrictions for the widow to 
marry again. The second marriage of woman 
whether she belongs to scheduled castes or the 
swarn castes is not done according to the phera 
system. 

Dress of the Groom 

1. Kurta 
2. Yellow Dhoti or Churidar pyjama 
3. Achkan or Coa t 
4. Cap or turban. 
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Dress of the Bride 
1. Dupatta -
2. Salwar 
3. Kameez. 

The clothes worn by the bride at the time of 
marriage are either of red or of orange colour. 

Age and marital status is shown in the table. 
In the age goup of 0 to 14 years. only [our girls 
are married. In the age group of 15 to ~4 years, 
we find more females married than the males. 
This difference can be made up from the age 
groups of 35 to 50 and 60 and over. 

Age and marital status 

Age-group Years Total Population 

1 P 

All ages 960 

o to 14 .- 337 

15 to 34 350 

35 to 59 207 

60 & over 66 

~ ~ ~ CfiT ~Ta" 

~~.r~~~W1a-~'TI1 

M 

502 

182 

172 

108 

40 

~~ ~ ~f ~f ~ '3I"m ~'f ~, 
a:i''f crT m-'TI ~ ~"U 1<tt ~ ~ ~, 
~.fu1m: fCfilfT GfiTlI'i ll'f ~ ~mrr, 
~ cIT ~ B'"~ Q:f fum,mq-~ ~<:<!T,. 
q,1t~~f1:f"!:T<{~~~~JI 

~ ~~.r~ ~ ~ CfCO'ff ~~, 
~ q-T"(+m trur ~"( ~ I 

'" 
~ CfiT ~·3.:fT"( ~~m lfj_~ ~ ~~'TI, 
<luT%:~W~ ~~ II 

~ ~ .r~. ~T a:@ f~ 'ftWlT, 
m:r''''fT"( ~T Cfim-'-qU Q:T~~T ~ ~, 
~ '3I"Gf ~1I1 ~T ~l!Cfi <flIT ~, 

F 

458 

155 

178 

99 

26 

~Q:"U cIT cr<m 'll~T ~ ~ ffi"'ll ~ :;;iT <fiT '~, 
4tf1lT~~rw~ ~ ~ II 

~ '<ft~~ .r~ ~ :;;iT W ~T~, 
<TN ~ mT '3I"T ~ 'ir~ .q ~a: ~l:(T, , --...; 
" .. ora: ;i~,'+I" '~' crr.=r ~"l!g"(CfT, 
~ ifT cIT ~<911T aa:,"0fl:(T ;n+r Q:ft ~ <fiT mr'3l"~ I 
qur ~ ~ lfl:(T ~~ :qT~ II 

Never married Married Widowed 
,-------..A.. ,-_-.A.. ,-_--A.. __ ., 

lVI F M F JI,I F 

230 155 229 234 43 69 

182 Inl 4 

47 4 120 165 5 9 

87 59 21 40 

1 22 6 17 20 

3.:f~ :-!fQ: lTTcr 00 Cf"(tfi lIT'TI mcrr ~ <fRT 'lllTqT'f 

~ ~ ;;iR ~Cfi'+I"OTT '3I"T ~ ~~OT 9iT ml1<f"(~~ ~lf 
;:rrfu:rt ~ 1llT~ "lCI 9iT lTRiT ~ I 

GfC1ITT 3lTfu: '+I"~ q"( ~~T om- a:@" ~ 'f~ ~ 
3.:fR: Pm: ~T q"( ~ om- lSl"9T ~ ~~ ~ ;;iR fq;"( ~T 

Bt ~ CfiUft ~ I \m R<f ~ Cfi"<IT Cffi9 'llT CfiT'+I" ~T CfiUft I 

f~ ~T ~f~<rt cr 3.:fR 3.:fTm 'fj,'i9 B~ ~Q:TlT 
m lTffiT ~, ~~:-

f'+l"~Y ~ Wl"<r ~ ~~TlT 

3i~ CIT lf1lS~ ~ ~l<:ruf crro I 
~ ~OT CfiTm Efi11T ~ I 

~~ a- m<f orrtr '1fGI"uf crro I 
~ ~ 'm'fi <{ Cf"UCI ~ I 

a:<911TT ~ ~ er~ lfTCf~ "iTU I 
tt:;;~m ~ ~ <{ crmr ~ 

~ ~ ~ qT<f1T;<TT crrU, 
~ CfO~ ~ crmr ~ I 

~ ~T tlT~ lfTCfO'i<IT crru, 
iSfllT crcOO it CfUCI ~ I 
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'flTI ~ ~ ~ Cf1<f0;lir c:rrU, 
'flTI '@" ~ ~ Cfmf ~ I 

iff~r ~liT ~;:rt '1TCfUl1lT c:rrU , 
~'TiT ~ Cfmf ~ I 

~;:f ~ m~ CfJ1l .qcj"(TfT c:rrU, 
" ~;:f ;-:p;rra lfi'~ 1fffi ~ I 

" 
~it ('it ~ orrt lffor~'liT CfTft, 

I1\frn qfaf~ ~ rm; ~ I 

';.,.T aT ~ ~m CfTft, 
~, arf~ ~ rm; ~ I 

~ ~ ~ <fT1f .qCf'JTT crrU, 
" " M '1 ~ lR:T 'l'ffi ~ I 

'" 

3;f~:-~ \;fCf 'i9ltr m ~Tm ~ 3;f1<: ';3'~'fiT 'fJ:'i9 m1" 
~ ~mr aT CfQ: m fqm \;fT ~ 'fi~T ~ f'fi ffT(fT ;;fr m.,.ur 
if \;fT +f1lS'fT mfu' ~ 3;fT<:: ~ ~T ~ ~ fT<:: CfiTCfT ~ ~ (lif~ 
f~T ~ 'Of<:: if CfiTcrr ~ Cfit Cfit ~ ~ aT Cf~ ~ ~T1f 
~ ~ ~ f.!i ~ 'fiT~ lf~ ~1fT) <rRT f.!im ~ mol 
IIfr ~~ ~ ~ ~ 3;fn: ~ if m ~'if;;rrciT ~ m Cfii'liT 
,_~ ~ f.!i it (r.rrcruT) 3;fR m ~ ~ m ~T ~ 
aT fl1\lT ~ ~m ~ f'fi ~~1lT ~ it lf~R m ~ ~ 
3;fT~ qflNlf ~ ~ m m <::@ ~ aT ftfi<:: ~ ~ f'fi 
~ fa;m; "!i:'1'fiT ? m frrm ~ ~ -f'fi ~RT 'fiT 
'Of<:: if ,!m ~T 3;f1<:: m CfiT CfT1f if fOTOAT ~ m ~ 
fT~ ~ fCfi ~ ~ m<:: ~T CfiT 'fliT ~ 'fiT 
" 
~ al ~ ~ f1:r~ ~ f'fi ~T #en mfu' m 'fiT q) I 
3;f1<:: ftfi<:: ~T qm ~ ~ f'fi ~T CfiT WRT ~ iIT 
CfQ: ~;f fqm, '9T"'ITJ m<rr-mft ~ 'fi~ ~ f'fi ~\;f +T' 
~, ~, cffirT, ;yri mfu' ~ ~ ~ ffif'fi '1 'fiT-{ ~ 
~T ~ ~ 3;f1<:: '1 @ l!~ 'lJ~ 1fffiT ~ II 

~ 

~ ~ ~, ~ Cfi'R1lT 'ef~ lfT~ +t1fCf~, 
~ 1cft ~ ~ ~ ~m ~~ m~ ~it 1f~ mm, 
'ef~ ~ IT<::T W eRlTI, 

=:rnr.r ~ .............. .... 
~ <fi'~'1Iq;( "ll"l. ~, <{lSI' \jfT1f' <{Ref ~;;;r ~ I ~ ~ .~" ~ 

~T "i'~'1I'i<:: 1?InI41(*11~, ;;f ;;f Cfi'T<:: Cfi~ ~or 'fiT~ 

~,lfT, ~ Gf1iim ~, ~ W f~T +t1f~ ~ I 
;pr;f ~ ~ ~ ~1fRIT, 
l!~ <tfr i!'1Cfi ~ ¥ ~ I 
~ -.rT\jf<f ~ <f m<rT, f;:p:f~ ;fi<:: lf~~ fTT~ II 

(3;f~:---.r1fCfR mliGor GfT ~or 'fiT ~1Sf <{~ 
Cfffi ~ ';3'1"~ f~it GfT 'efT?T lf1f~ ~ (CfT<::m ~ if \;fT;f 
~ fi1it) em: ~H rr<:: l?l?T ~ llTifr a-I1R ~ 3;fT<: ~T<::r 3;fTf~ ~ 
~~r~ g~ ~ I f'li<: f~~lIt 1fT(fT ~ f'fi 'efT9T 'f( ~U( ~T 
'fi<: l{~ ~Cf( 'ef;9-liT '3fr <::~ ~ 3;f1< ';3'(l~ ~f<r ';3'(l~ 

Of~'l1?: 'Il'4T 3;frf~ ~ I ~Cf Gf;;;r 'fJ:;:~'1T9:( if fT~'Cf ;;rr~ 
~' iIT Cf~r ~Cfar ~T1f iIT GfFT \;ff<J ~ 3;f1< 3;f~<: ~or ~Tq. 
git <::~ \jff<J ~ I 'fJ:;:~'1r9:<: iT ~or ,(~T~ :l;fff"t Of., <::~T ~ 
3;f1<: ~'l1T >rij'i'i'far if ;;f ;;f ~ i'fr~ 'fi(f~, 1jf~5f fCfGIl}: ~or 
';3'rr~ m<r "1T<:m if Gff<J ~ :l;fT< 1jfi?:5f ~~T 'fiT <:'ififr Cfi"(~ 
~ iIqI f~~t +i<r~ 1fTa 1fraT ~ f'fi 'fiFfT if 'fJ:lJs~ iI<rT 
1f~ if lfr~r ~ 3;fT<: l!<::1?I'T 'fiT ~"l' ~~~ 'f¥aT ~ I -.rT~"l' 
~ ~ 'fi d ~ 3;ff( 'ffifr -.rT 'fT<J ~ I <:f<rT ~fflf Ii<: Cfma 
'fi;:lir q'~ 'fi 'ef<: if q'~'if GfraT ~ iIT ';3'~T ~l{lf Cf~ ~rerT 'ef<: 
~13H GffiIT 1 OTT<:rfiIlfT ~ f~it TJ;'fi ~(f ~ f~lfr \;frar ~ iI<rT 
<:€[;f '<fiT oT'fi >rOfr!{ 'fi<:: RlTI \jff~ ~ I f'li<: 'fi'lff ~ ffTaT 
Cf Cf<:~ ffTar CfiT fff~rrT ~T(fT ~ ~OT CfTcit 3;frf~ Cf~flf '3'ITa­
~' II 

f~ ~ Cf'( 0!fT~ ;;rrdT ~ ft~ 'fJ:'i9 ~~ >r'fiT<: 
-.rT 1fTciT ~ f~ 'efT?r 'fi@ ~ :-

'efT~ iIu Cf ~lif, CfifoT <f -.rTJff CfIJfT~lfT, 
v~T ~oorT m1fl:IT oor \;f~Tff1?l' ~~f I 

Cfi~ iii: ~ ~r~r m~<:fr Gf~fff~ ~~lfr, 
v<{T ~"l'or m1flTI iI~ \;f~fff~ ~~T I 

<T~or iii: ~ 1?I'r~lTI, er~aT ~ lfTGfr CforT~liT, 
:q'~ q.~oT ~r1flTI iI~lfr Gf1?l'l{~ ~r~ II 

~~ iIu ~ ~lTI 'fi~'TT <}~;;rr Cfor~ .... ,11 

(w 1fTiI if ~ wrf Cfi'T cruf"l' ~ Gf;;;r W ;;rR 'fiT 
f~ ~<:: ~mr ~ ~~, 'fi~T, ~ ('f<rT ~~ 3;frfu: <tfr 
>rl1i'm CfiT ~ ~ f'fi GfT ~ ~f~ fT~~ ~ iIr<T' ~ mlfFT 

'Cfff'fi ~ ~ ) I 

~--+t1f~ 1fTa 

~ '1T wm"<it ~~, 
f'fi;f \;fT ~f~ 'Oa~ OTT1f ~, 

f~ ~)l:IT tlor Cfi~ 'efT~ 
~l?lT ~1JfT Gfl'1! ;;fi ~ ~1ff ~ , 

Gfl'1! iIT iIu ~ f~f~~liT <{T <::f~T, 
~ iIT iI~ ~ ~~lIT u uaft, 

';3'if fT<: Rm m <{<:: ~ ~,:,., ........ I 
" 

3;fi=ff[ ~T m¥liT er"nr 1:1!itT cit :qlfiT, 
Gfl'1! <{T Y§T~T ,(P"~~Tlf ~, 
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.... w !;TorR "lTfT mf ~ '9"RIT, (iflff, +rr+rT, ~lfT, 

mR ~ ~mr rn ~ +f.-rn 'fRf rrn:rr iifRIT ~ I 

~ ~ qi «rr:r fT.Nt qr{1;rt, . " " 
~ $'1t ~qf<TuT ~ 

l{' '+iT q1<riT 'iffUfT ........ 7( 

q.'rifOT rrf :JfTGTT CTf~ ~ -;;rrorT .•.•. 

~ ~ Cfrl! \iff m- 'F.~T f'filIT '{1lfT, 

• ~fum fif<TuT m:m l{' m cfrruT \iffiJIT I 

crriT ~ ~~ efTit &l1\T ~f t~, 
~ ~ :qrqr Gil +IT ~ tFTlfT tQUJT, 

~ ~ ~~ m !OfTf\1lfT ~~f i:~ I 
\ . 

~ ~ mm Gil +IT ~ f<iillt ~UfT, 
~~~~~ISITWrrT II 

~;~ ~ GfN ~ ~~ ~ f'fi f1:r<JT ;;IT 
_ q.~T q-( ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~i'J1IT ~ 'iff ~ ~ l{' m 
~~~m~~~1 

flfClT ~ ~ f'fi ~ m ~;l ~ \iff.,T 
<J~ m ~)<ft ~ ~ ~ \ifr<fT ~ I ~ 
~ ~ ~ fcf; ~ ~ (~) lTQJ~ fi<: l{' 

~ ~ ~m I l{' crt ~ ~ ;;m;m q-( fq(Jf 'fi6:<JT 
~f'fim .q~~ mq~m"f'hT (~~) ~ 
~ ~ em ~ '!'I( ~ I U;~ ~ ~ ~ <rr<l \ifI\I ~ I 

~~ mfu ~ ~ ~ l1TRf ~ ~ \3'~ fu'rr 'fi':lfT ~ 
;frf~ ~ Cf ~ ~ lfTlIT mfu '+iT OR: Cftt._Cf ~ 
mawr 'fiT ~ ~ ~ Cf ~~ mf~ 'fiT ~~, Cfi"11T ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ I 'l;fn: iNT ~l{~ ~ crt l:% f~ 'fi1. ~ OJ 1 (I f<:'l41 
cr ~a<TT 'fiT 'iTm 'iTr ~ ~ m ~ Wl1 ~ ~ II 

CiT(ffi ~ f~ ~ ~ 'fiT 'fro 
~ ~ "'~...4- ....... .q\T ~ ~ Gf '11 ~ CR: 'WI ~ •••..•• 

.q~ tffiTf~ cNU ~ <IT ~ -cn: \iff mqit I 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;iT _~ g 'f>i;.rr ~, 
~~<NfW~~f~'Eft\;fT~ I 

@ 1l~ ~ ~ ~ rrr ~ ~ Wl4ff <;~, 
~ ~ ., ~ ~ rrr efhl ~T 'q'rR I 
C1'\.1?1 1'-'""l\ ~ '" " 

~-u~ ~~~~ ~ itm ~~lIT, 
V<Jt 1l~ .,) ~C:Tt~;ft m~ oR \ifT 'l;fT'11it 

--~ _ 7(.", .• 11 

~~ ~ ~ W~ ~ <rf!!. .r~ .~, 
~u m~ .,T ~ ~ ;:ft efuf -cn:~\ifT ~ II 

THE PEOPLE 

(wr:-f'RfiiT l11flrifi ~ ~ 'fro ? ;;r;;r ~ctft 'fiT 
f~ ~ ~ <JT Cf~ 'l;f'1;l f<t<Jf ~ 'fiQ:IT ~ f'li fq<JT m .ru 
\if) lJ:f~llT ~ ;rff~ 'l;f;;r 'fij" li:;rr 'ti~'Tr rrr"r ~g'lir "\ifrif 'fiT 
;;.,.,@ 'fi<:<JT <JT fq.:rr \if;;rri.f ?:ar ~ fli ii'C:T q:'l ~ l '!:fl-l 'Cf( 
~, q@' ~r 'Cf<: ~Trrf I ~., 1J:f~<rr 'fiT ~'f .ru 
'i5lcf 7( m<Jllt ~~;ft I fqj( Cf~ ~~;rf ~ f'li <;~T~ 'fir 
'fiP::f 'fif,; ~ifT, ~~ ;;:f ~jJ'f q'( CfQ: <fiQ:~ ~ f'li '3'~ 

'fiTlt 'fiT Cfg-ri: trl='iTFi ~l'ft cpr 'Cf"( '\;!Tl;fT I 

~~<tft fqj( 'fi~aT ~ f'li fnr \ifT ~ ~~ ~r~ '9<q 
llU 'l;f~l{t ,(T ~ ~ I f<tf!T "ff fqj( 'fiQ~ ~ f'li ;r.,'fiT ~l{ 
~q 'fl{T ~iT I ~-?if>f Ofg-ff OfQJ<T ~lfraf ~ fifi IT"(f 'Cf"( i 
~~ 6:f S-T<1'r qr ~fi '(@ ~ '!:fr<: '[~f<1'!ir <;T '(Q}' ~ 

;f rrQf 'ifr~<Tf q'1: f<tar \iff Cfiq:~ ~ fifi q~ 'iTf "fr~ f<T(f.,r 
~ q'<: Cll1 ~ 'Cf'( ~;;miT II 

'iiTc:r mc:r ~~f'fil1r ,(TaT 'iTT ~ 'l;fT( tTraT 'iTr 
~~. 

~'(1 trrnr tr~~ rrr gllf ~ (qf~) ~ flf~, 

~ GWI. ~ aT gOT ~crft Cf~ flfi1rrr I 

~ trm mr: \iff 'fif ~Cfr qf.:r ;;rf ~ B-If ~Q.OTr, 

~-u mm ................. .. 

~ 5f'fm: tr<r tfl=<rf..CTll1 ~ ;;f11 frr<T \iff~ ~. I 

i1fli'<IT 'fiT iNTr if f{OTH CfiQT( it<1'r \r5fa- ~ tr~r ~!iTfi 
m'f ~ ~ ~ ~ 'l;fT"( lfQ:r \ifT lff.:~( ~ \r~~ f.,.f\c 6:1' 
'i\'m <fiT ;acm: f~1:lT '5fTm ~ I Cf(-Cf!:{ m lff,.~( ~ ~ '3frlfr 
iifRIT ~ ~l<: fqj( q~ 1fi~ 'l;frfa: ~rq'<J Cfi'('11 fqj<; S-T~r ~ 
fm fu:l:rr '5fT<JT ~ I 'fi~l:ff 'fir lft \3'~'lit ~~ fl{~oT" 
f~maT ~ m\: w.:r ~ fi.f'IT <fi(~.ft ~ I ;a'l;f tr11lf fen\: 
ft:~ m 'T1<J ~ ~ : 

ilfr '(1lTCf1lT CfiT<:r~ lfT Cforr 'Cli)~ 'fi~ "ff<?f<fr ? 

~ ~ RlfT!OfT ~ <::1 ~1 4':qf~ I 

~ tfrn if 'iTr ~ .m :qrqr, m<IT, liTliT, '+TtrT mR 
<fiT f;r.ffi ~ I ~lft ~'fi1 ~ ~'CliCfr ~ fcf; ~ ~<?ff 'fiT~ ~ 
~ "f~ Cfffir ~ ~lf ~ ~ 'fit 'i9~,( CfiQf 
\iff <W ~? fq)( ~~if>f \ffl'( ~r ~ fcf; ~{ fqaf \ifr if 
fOfitrf 'fit ~ RlfT '11T ~ Cf'9'., <F ~Cf'-fi ~ ~T~ 
~~ \;fRT~~~~ I 
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~'!:li~~ 

~ ~T lJ1l'Ttffi ~ ~, 
m Cfifu:1T CJilll" 1 

miT Gfm'ft ~ i I 

~W~I 

f~ ¢lIT ~(;I" 'fiT I 

filf~ i ;:mr.,.~ 1 

filfrf 'fiT fm ~ , 
~ i 'fii ~lIT 1 

f~~~, 
f~ ~;:mr ~'I 

fu+rU 'ifQ}1T ~, lf~lIT J 

filfrf'fi"rfm ~ 1 

qi":tf ~Cf 'fiT ~ ~, 
~~Gfmii 1 

;:p:: ;nfr ¥ fuf~T , 
~ m Cfl( i <FFf 1 

~ ~ '1mf 'fi@T , 

fuT1fr ~ <n+r 1 

;:p::;nfr ¥ fm~ , 
~~~m+{1 

~W~~~1{ J_ 

m~ ~~ ~;; 1 
'" 

5ft~T Cfl( ~ ~ ¥T ) 
~T~Cfl(Q:T~~ 1 

~Tm~~, 
~ ~1 lIT~ m\1 1 

'" 
~;; WCffiT i crT'tf 1{ , 

W~ or;:fr fCf!11'm 1 

;J;fcr ~ '1mf ~~T , 

~lf ~T ~~T <t;; 
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Death Rites 

A dying Ulan is brought down to the' Im~er 
floor and is laid on a 'kusha-asan' or anythmg 
that is easily available in the household. Death 
of the head of the household raises many 
problems in the family. Large a~ounts of r_non~y 
have to be spent on difIerent ntuals and mevlt­
able adjustments t.ake pla~e. 

Before death-

Geeta Path 

Gowdan 

Panch ratna-Consisting of gold-, ""'silvcr- arne· 
thyst, moonga and pearl. -lliis is put into the 
mouth of a dying man. 

Ganga-jal is sprinkled on the floor where lhe 
dead body is to be kept and Sesamum are 
spread on the kusha-asan. 

Sapt dhanya-Seven types of grains are given 
in charity. 

After death~ The dead body is bathed with 
warm water and then wrapped in white cattail 
sheet. Its head is kept towards the north. 

The bier is made of bamboo sticks, so that 
two persons can carry it. The dead body is then 
tied with !sticks and a red or white cloth is 
wrapped again. . 

Pind dan-Six pinds made of barley-flour, 
ghee, honey and Sesamum are given:-

Mirit)'u-sthan-Wherc thc death occurred. 

ittE PEOPLE 

Dwar-pind-On the door. 

Aallgan-When the dead body is brought out 
in court-yard. 

A rdh-marga-Mid-way between the house and 
thc cremation ground. 

Crelllation ground-Two pinds one beside the 
head and the other by the side of the waist. of 
the corpse. .. 

The news of death immediately spreads in the 
ncigh Bourhood. Relatives living away are in­
formed by special messenger. At least, a member 
from each family of the -baradri accompanies the 
dead body. The son, who performs kirya karam 
has iis head shaved as a mark of mourning. He 
acts as the chief mourner. 

Chita-Pyre: The wood is carried by the 
members of the baradri. Thc pyre is lit by the 
eldest son. In the absence of sons, the pyre is lit 
by thc brothers. Tulsi, chandan and ami a wood 
are thrown into the pyre by everyone present. 
The services of a priest are necessary while giv­
ing pind-dan, gawdan, antdan and when the 
pyre is lit, some ghee is poured. The sons, 
brothers and other ncar relatives go round the 
pyre. 

Women do not accompany the funeral pro­
cession. The dead body is carried by persons who 
put off their shoes and on the way pall bearers 
change turns. The conch is blown now and then 
and the words 'Ram Nam Sat Hai' spoken by 
every body. 

Kap~[ Kirya~The skull is touched by a bam· 
boo stIck or axe when the body is nearly half 
burnt. This is done by the chief mourner. It. is 
only aftcr the kapal kirya that others throw 
small pieces of wood into the pyre and when 
they have done, some of them take their leave. 

Asthi Sanchan-Burnt bones of each part of 
the body are collected within ten days and then 
taken to Hardwar for immersion in the holy 
Ganga. C?n return from the Shamshan bhumi, 
the relatIves and brethren are served food at 
the house of the deceased. 

Diya and Dhannora--An earthen lamp is lit 
day and night for ten days. Someone has to see 
th_at the oil in the lauip is fed at regular inter· 
vals. In a corner of the house outside Dharmora, 
an earthen-pot is hung. Fresh water is filled ·daily. 
During the ten days. spices, heeng and turmeric 
are not used. Garud Puran and N asiket are re­
ci~ed by ~~e Purohits dail~. Many relatives and 
friends XISlt and offer theIr condolences. The 
relatives give one Kilogram of flour t.o the 
bereaved family. This is called 'Kori roti'. The 
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chief mourner has to give pind-dan daily for t~n 
days. These pinds are made of rice cooked. dally 
usually near a stream or pond but never m the 
house. 

Dasallg-0n the tenth day, the diya is taken 
to a nearly stream or pond and ~oated across 
the stream. The diya is taken early III the morn­
ing and kept lit till it is floated .. Clothes ar~ 
washed and the rooms besmeared with cow-dunt> 
and clay. 

Kirya-Among Brahmins kir>:a is held on t~e 
eleventh day, among the Kshtnyas on the .thlr­
teenth day and Vaisyas and Sudras observe It on 
the flfteenth day. The rituals are common am'ong 
the different castes. 

On the day of Kirya many things are give~ 
to the M,lha Brahmin or Acharaj who is speCl­
ally invited for receiving these. Kirya is per­
formed near a pond or stream. All the things 
are carried to this place .. On the obseques day, 
a few learned priests of the village perform the 
rituals. It takes five or six hours to complete 
the rituals. The work at the kirya sthan is at· 
tended by two or three persons. One usually 
reads the text from the 'anteshti'-a sanskrit 
scripture and others perform the prac~icaJ 
rituals. -Many pinds are made and then gIver. 
away in dan. Earthen lamps and small earthen 
vessels called kujjas full of water have to be 
given to the Maha Brahmin. 

Shaya dan-Recitation of G;lyatri Mantra by 
a few Brahmins is arranged. The Acharaj may 
be given a cow in charity or Rs. 1.25 or 5.25 
representing the value of the cow may be given. 
Besides this the Acharaj is also given a stuged 
cot, bedding, umbrella, shoes, clothes and a few 
utensils. He is given one or two maunds of food 
grains also. This is called Shayadan. The Acharaj 
IS made to sit on the cot and fed. He is given 
some cash as dakshina. The whole household 
attends on him respectfully and he is reveren­
tially seen off. Havan is performed on this occa­
sion. The bradari is. also fed. 

Ikadsha-Puja is performed for purification 
of the soul of the deceased. Clothes, a cot with 
bedding and ration are given. Dan includes 
many other items depending on the econo­
mic position of the mourner. Some give umbrel­
las, utensils and a cow. 

Shadshi-Shodshi in sanskrit means sixteen. 
This ritual is done by giving sixteen items of 
thalis and tumblers to the Maha Brahmin. 
Those who cannot afford to give bronze thalis 
and glasses sub~titute earthen pots to complete 
the rituals. 

Spilldi-Bails or rice arc prepared in the 
names of three generations of the deceased and 
are given to cows and crows. After the Spindi, 
the deceased is believed to have broken his con­
nect.ion with the family. 

Salah-On the sixteenth day, sixteen BI1Ih­
millS are invited and fed in the name of the de­
ceased. They are each given a tumbler or Iota, 
yagyopavit and some coins with a handkerchief. 
The family starts taking turmeric spices, heeng 
and onions. The women put on their jewellery 
and normal working of the household is re­
sumed. Except, of course, the widow who does 
not use jewellery and lives a simple life. She 
uses white clothes all her life. 
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lIIasik Shradh-Every month on date corres­
ponding to the death date food is given to a 
Brahmin for one year. 

Barhhi-After on; year of the death, 'barkhi' 
is held on the same date (tithi) on which the 
death took place. Dan consists of a cot., bed­
ding, utensils, umbrella and a cow. These are 
given to the Maha Brahmin. Food is served to a 
few brahmins. The brahmin who took food on 
every tithi during the twelve months, preced­
ing the barkhi is often given clothes and shoes. 

Chaubarkha-is held on completing four years 
of death. Dan is given to the Purohit on this day. 
Items of the dan are the same as in Barkhi. 
Till barkhi, the dan is given to Acharaj. What· 
ever is given on the day of Chaubarkha, is--ac­
cepted by the family purohit. Fourteen brahmill1' 
are invited and each is given a tumbler, yagyo­
pavlt and' some coins. Married daughters and 
other relatives are also invit.ed. 

After performing chaubarkha no monthly 
ceremony is performed. The deceased is called 
'pitr'-an ancestor. 

Shradhs-Every year in the month of Bhadra 
OJ; Asvina, Shradhs are held to commemorate the 
death of ancestors. Shrads commence from the 
first day of the dark half of the moon-Krishan 
Paksha and last till the end of the Krishan 
Paksha. The shradh takes place on the tithi 
which coincides with one 011 which death took 
place. On this day, the services of the family 
purohit are requisitioned and in the name of 
ancestors, some dan is givcm. This may consist 
of cereals, cooke;;d food and fruit -Sluadhs are 
held on a larger scale. Bradri people, ""i.arried 
daughters and nephews are invited. Kheet: and 
halva are cooked and after the meals are 
served, dakshina of- i paisa is given. The mem­
bers of the family do not cat anything unless the 
brahmins are feasted first. 





3. ECONOMY 

Economic Sources 

Batal is predominan~1y a brahmin village. 
Its economy is not entirely dependent on 
agriculture, though however, their main oc­
cupation is agriculture and live-stock 
rearing. They supplement their incom~ by 
working in Government Services, Labour­
ers, Upadhayaya-Purohits work, as Va ids 
and astrologers. Agricultural produce of the 
whole village is not sufficient to feed them. At 
least one member from every family has gone 
oul in search of emplO'yment. Many of them 
are working in Delhi, Simla and other import­
ant places, Before independence Government of 
India's Offices used to come to Simla during 
Summer, and people from this village SO'ught 
employment in these offices as peons and daf-

tries. They helped their friends and relatives in 
securing similar posts. The result is that there 
are even at present a good number of peons and 
daftries from Batal in various offices of Govern­
ment of India in Delhi though there is no sum­
mer exodus from Delhi to Simla now. But the 
younger generation who study up to Matrie 01' 

Higher Secondary now seek clerical jobs. The 
Service men from this village do not sever con­
nection with the village. They support their 
families at home and-Visit the village very often 
whenever they find time. Whatever their share 
in the landed property, they must arrange to 
keep it under plough even if it may be un­
economic. Live-stock rearing- is inseparable 
from agriculture and is practised by every 
household. 

Occupational Pattern 

Agriculture Shopkeeping 
Age group ,-~ ,-.A..--., 

P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

All ages ,. 520 207 313 3 3 .. 
0-14 22 5 17 .. 
15-34 . 276 103 173 1 1 .. 
35-59 161 62 99 2 2 .. 
60 & Over . 61 37 24 .. .. .. 

Out of a total population of 960 persons, 520 
the largest number of people, are engaged in 
agriculture. In the occupation of agriculture 
women out number men, 207 males and 313 
females. Males mostly do ploughing and other 
work is attended to by the women. Major work 
pertaining to' hoeing, weeding and harvesting is 
carried on by the women. The increasep. number 
of women in this occupation is also attributed 
to one more factor. The people who are in 
services keep their families in the village and 
they are gainfully employed in this occupation. 
In the age group of 0-14, we find 5 boys and 
17 girls engaged in agriculture. Here again the 
Qurnber of girls is larger. This is because of the 

Service Shoe making Vaid Labour Pottery 
,-..A..--., ,-..A..--., ,-..A..--., ,---...A.--., ,__.A..~ 

P M 1r P 

8 

79 

44 
35 
.. 

M F P M F P M F P M F 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

78 1 6 6 2 2 2 2 .. 3 3 
.. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . , .. .. .. " 

43 1 5 5" .. 1 1 .. 1 1 .. .. " .. 
35 .. 1 1 .. 1 1 :3 :3 . . 
.. .. . . .. .. .. ., .. .. . . .. .. 1 . . 

fact that boys in the same age group are study­
ing in Schools whereas girls are kept at home 
and they attend to mUltifarious activities such 
as tending the cattle, bringing fodder and ex­
tending help to their mothers in the field. Many 
among the wives, mothers and sisters of the 
persons engaged in other occupations dO' agri­
s;ultural work, hence there is no surprise that 
females out number males in so far as the agri­
culture is.concerned. Only 3 persons are engaged 
in shop-keeping, 7,9 are in services;-..sh.Q~ making 
is practised by 6 chamar households. Two· men 
earn their livelihood from the profession of 
Avurveda and the other two are full time 
labourers. Pottery is--done by Kumhars. There 

LjP( )4SaOHP-4 2.1 



is one househDld of Suliar whO' apart from dDing 
his prO'fessional work attends to' labour. 

AstrolDgy and Upadhayaya are practised as 
subsidiary occupations by the brahmins. These 
are nDt lm:rative sources now-a-days but still they 
supplement their income to some extent from 
these sources alsO'. Brahmins are always in de­
mand Dn sDcial functions _like marriages, births 
and deaths. They are invited to many places in 
the illaqua. SDme of them who have gained re­
putation as astrolDgers and pandits may go on 
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invitations to perfDrm 'Bhagwat and Haribans 
Katha' to far Dff places. Purohits work amongst 
the villagers is" done by themselves. It is a 
commDn sight to find one or twO' priests or 
padhas as they are called performing jap Dr path 
in the Shiva temple. These japs are performed 
by these padhas on behalf of their jajmans and 
they get some remuneratIon for their services. 

The econDmy Df the village depends Dn the 
strength of workers. Their classification by sex 
and broad age groups is given in the table. 

Workers and Non-workers 

Total Population 
Age Group r-

Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 

All Ages 960 502 458 
0-14 337 182 155 
15-34 350 172 178 
35-59 207 108 99 
60 & Over 66 40 26 

From the over all positiDn of workers and 
non-workers depicted in the table it is evident 
that number of workers is more than the nDn­
wDrkers. On the workers side females out 
number males and on the non-workers side the 
position is quite reverse. There is one reason for 
this. In the age group of 0-:-14 Dnly 5 boys have 
been taken as workers and the number of girl 
wDrkers is 17. On the nDn-workers side in the 
same age grO'Up boys out number girls. This is 
due to the fact that boys are studying in the 
Schools and girls have either left the schDol 

r-
Age Groups Total Non-workers Full time Persons en-

Students or gaged only 
Children at- in House-

tending School hold duties 

r---A------, ,----'----. ,----'----, 
P M F M F M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

All ages 345 201 14;4 103 --10- .. 
0-14, 315 177 f38 93 39 

15-34 22 18 4 10 1 
Sri-oj 4 4 .. 
60 & Over 4 , 2 2 

Workers Non-workers 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

615 301 314 345 201 4 
22 5 17 315 177 8 

328 154 174 22 18 4 
203 104 99 4 4 
62 38 24 4 2 2 

earlier or they were not at all put there and are 
employed in agriculture work In die age 
group Df 15-34 the number of non-workers has 
considerably decreased. The ratio of male and 
female non-workers is significant. Eighteen males 
and 4 females are either whole time students in 
the Government Higher Secondary School Arki 
or so~me of them are seeking employment for the 
first time. 

Further classification of non-wO'rkers by sex 
broad age groups and nature of activity is given 
in the table here. 

Non-workers 
.A.. ~ 

I)ependeuts Retired Beggars, Inmates, Persons Persons 
Infants & persons not Vagrants, of penal, seeking employed 
children not· employed independent mental employ- before 
attending again, W0men with and J:lJ.ent but now 
sohool & rentiers', out indi- charitable for the out of 
persons 
permanent­
ly disabled 

persons cation of institu- first employ-
living on source of tions time ment & 

agricultural income and seeking 
lor non-agrl- others of work 

cultural unspecified 
royalty rent source of 
or dividend existence 
er other per-

sons of de· 
pendent means 

r--"---.. r-~ ,----'----. ~ r--"--> ~ 
M F M F M F MFMFMF 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

89 104 4 5 
84 99 
3 3 5 
1 " 3 
1 2 1 
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Income 

The income of each household has been cal­
culated on a vcry rough basis of total annual 
agricultural produce and other sources. This 

will give a general idea about the economic 
standard of the life. The villagers are very re­
luctant to give their income and almost always 
understand it, On the other hand they invari­
ably over-state their expenditure. 

Main 

Brahman 

Agriculture 

AgricultuJ'e . 
Agriuulture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Service 

Shopkeeping 

Service 

Ayurved 

Mahabrahman 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Agriculture 

Chamar 

Agriculture • 

Agriculture • 

Shoemaking 

Strvice 

Rajput 

Agriculture 

Service 

Kumhar 

Pottery 

Doomna 

SerVice 

Sunyar 

Service 

Koli 

Gharat 

Castewise monthly income of households 

Subsiui.1ry Snurce of Income 

2 3 

Agricultura I 

Service Agri. & Sorvice 

Service Agri., Survice & Shupkcpping 

Purohit's work Agri. Purohit'l; Work and Sorvice 

Labour Agri. & Labour 

Pur,)hit's work Agri. & Purohit's wOI·k 

Servwe Agri., Ser'vice & Depot, Keeper 

Astrologer's V/ork Agri., Astrologer's work 

Ayurveu Agri., Ayurved & Purohit's work & ARtru-
logy 

Agriculturo Service & Agri. 

Shopkeeper 

AgriculLure S(lrvice & Agriculture 

Agriculturc Ayurvetl, Agri. & Service 

Agriculture & Purohit's work 

Purohit's work Agri. & Purohit's work 

Purohit's wnrk Agri. and Purohit's work 

Agriculture 

Shoemaking Agri., Shoomaking & Service am]. Labour 

Agriculture Shoemaking, Agri. & Labc,ur 

Agriculture SerVice, Agri. & Labour 

Agriculture 

Service 

Agriculture Potter & Agriculture 

Agriculture Service & Agrirulturc 

Golusmith,v Service & Golusmithy . 

1,abour Gharat & J,abour 

Rs.25 

4 

Rs.50 
& below 

5 

18 

7 

3 

4 

2 

I 

6 

I 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

(In 5 hou~ehohls Womelllive inrJepenuently. They are widowed and others suppllrt them.) 

Rs.51 
--75 

6 

7 

14 

1 

Rs. 76 Es. 101 
-100 & OVel' 

7 8 

3 19 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
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For income the househol<;ls have been divided 
into 4 categories. The economy of the village 
depends on variegated occupations. ,Service, 
purohits work, Ayurved, Astrology and labour 
are the important subsidiary occupations which 
are invariably followed by one or the other 
member from every family. 

In the income group of RSr. 50 and below there 
are 56 households. Majority of them are Brah­
mins. The families in this group are mostly 
those who derive their income from agriculture 
and service. This group of families follow more 
than one occup\ltion. 

N ow coming on to the income range of 
Rs. 51-75, we find that this group con.sists of 
25 families. Majority of them follow service as 
their main occupation, though they also conti­
nue to plough their fields as well. Only 7 house­
holds fall in the income group of 76-100, 

- while the largest nUlllber of households with 47 
families come in the range of 101 and over. In 
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this category 44 of the families belong to 
Brahmins and their sources of income are both 
agricuhure and service. Many of them are em­
ployed in services as peons or clerks and they 
remit their savings to their homes. One of the 
brahmins families has a flourishing business at 
Delhi and he is said to be the richest man of 
the village, 5 widowed women live independent­
I y and all of them are aged. They have no de­
finite source of income 'and are supported by 
others. 

Expenditure 

The main items of expenditure are food, 
clothing and education.' The fourth item 
'pthers' include expenses on smoking, refresh­
ments, travelling, medical, religious, land re­
venue live-stock and cultivation. As in the case 
of income the households have been grouped 
in 5 categories of expenditure. Their caste-wise 
average monthly expenditure is shown in the 
table here:-

AVERAGE 

Castewise-Monthly Expenditure 

TIs. riO & below 
Items uf Expemliture ,-- -- __ ..A. ____ ........ 

No. nf Average 
II(luseh'lldR EXJl. 

1 2 a 

Food 42 22']0 

Clothing 42 6·3] 
EJucatiun 17 1·01 

Otbprs 4'! 7'70 

Foud 4 16·61i 
Clothing 4 22'22 
EdlllJatioll 1 2·08 

Others 4. 10·27 

l!'ood G 22·92 

Clothing (i f'd7 

Eduoation 1 2·0S 

Othors G U'DO 

--11-'0 H1 .-:-- .._ 

rHhill~ 

JJ:Jucmti"n 
Otherti 

Rs.51-75 
,--___ ..A. ___ ........ 

Nu. uf A"crago 
Householcls Exp. 

4 

,) , -, 
:n 
15 
.,') 
_.) 

5 

Brahman 

:':2·37 
\)·41) 

2· ~,~; 
I:~· 7S 

Rs.7U-](,0 
,--__ ..A. ___ -. 

No. of A\'et'age 
HnUAeh',ldR Exp. 

G 7 

:i 4.G r,1} 

['i 12,') ) 

:{ ] '4"1 
.) ~'O 01 

-'';[aha Brahmin 

I 
1 

25'()O 
12-::.J 
:JoOS 

:':0·41 

Chamar 

:W·I6 
12'25 

7' :0 

Rail,ul 

;)7'50 
12·25 

:l7·08 

1 45'00 
1 8 ')0 

70·00 

,-- __ ._..A. . ___ -. 

No. of .._\\"ora.ge 
Househo]ds Exp. 

9 

H !H"'!) 
H 21 07 
~8 ,) 01 

H .J() OQ 

H·]G . 1 1 (i·(iG 

·11'50 

~., 

:~:1 ,)" 

](I Ii Ii 

!in ~.~ 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Kumhar 

]<'"ocl 2 ]5·00 

Chthing 2 4·16 

Rducation 
Others 2 7·l(J 

Sunuar 

FJod 1 20·83 

( bthing 6·25 

Rducation 
Othcl's 1 7·08 

Doomna 

Food 58·33 

Clothing 1 8'33 

Education 2·08 

Others 1 35·16 

K01i 

Food 1 20·83 

Clothing 1 5'0f) 

Education 
Others 21·83 -- " 

(Tn 5 households widowed women live independentlY and others support them.) 

The expenditure table will reveal that ex­
penditure on food gets higher and higher ac­
cording to the income of the households. In the 
income group of 50 and below expenditure on 
food of 42 households works out to Rs. 2,210 
and on clothing-; education and others it comes 
to Rs. 60. 

In the income group of 101 and above there 
are only 2 households from the scheduled 
castes. One family is of a chamar and the other 
of a Doomna, The majority of families in this 
range of expenditure are those of Brahmins 
and none from amongst the maha-brahamins. 

Indebtedness 
The economy of the village is dependent on 

many sources. As would appear from the table 
given here the incidence of indebtedness is not 
very high:-
Indebtedness by Income Group 

Income .Group 
Total No. of No. of Percentage 
house~olds Households of Col. 

in debt 3 to Col. 2 

1 2 3 4 

Rs. 25 and below 

Rs. 50 and below 56 i5 8% 
Rs 51 to '15 25 5 20% 

Rs.76-1oo 7 1 14·29% 

Rs. 101 and over 47 11 23·40% 

Total 135 32 24% 

On an average 24 per cent families are under 
debt. In this table 5 households of widowed -
women have not been taken because they did 
n~t fall in any category of income group. These 
WIdowed women though living independently 
have no s.ource o.f income and are dependant 
upon theIr relatIves. The percentage of indeb­
!edness is the highest amongst the families of 
Income group of 50 and below. It was further 
revealed by the village elders that money 
lenders are reluctant to lend out money to such 
persons who have scanty means "of repayment. 

./ 

Indebtedness 

Caus~s 
Amou~t of 

debt 

1 2 

(a) Purchase of land '.l 3,000 
(b) House construction or repairs of 

e:x:isting buildings. , 1,600-
(0) Marriages 13,400 
(el) Ordinary wants 9,200 

I Total 27,200 

No. of 
families 
in debt 

3 

1 

2 

13 

16 

32 

The crude amount of debt with-the debtors 
is about Rs. 27,200. Main causes of indebted. 
~ess are as detailed above. The bulk of tlle-ueb~ 
IS on two accounts (i) marriages and (ii) ordinary 
wants. The main agency which &dvances lo~n~ 
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are the village money lenders or some shop- Agriculture 
keepers at Arki. They charge interest at,Rs. 12.50 Agriculture is practised by 93 per cent families 
per cent per annum. in Batal. The land utilization statement will 

show the dassification of land for a decade :-
I 

Land Utjlization Statement 

Perma· Land Fallow 
Barren nent under- land other 

and Land pastures Miscel· than 
Year Total Forest uncul· put to Cultu. and laneous Current current Net Total Area 

area turable non· rable other trees. fallows fallows area cropped sown 
land agricul. waste grazing Orolls (other sown area more 

ture 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1952.53 615 3 33 

1953·54 &M 3 33 

1954·55 615 3 33 

1955·56 615 3 31 43 

1956.57 615 3 3J 4-3 

1957·58 615 3 31 43 

I 195~.59 615 3 31 43 

1959·60 615 3 31 43 

1960-61 615 3 31:- 43 

1961·62 615 3 31 43 

There has· been no increase in the area from 
1952 to 1962. Out of a total areaAJf 615 acres 
net area sown in 1952-53 '\:Yas 203 acres. More· 
land was not brought under cultivation in the 
subsequent years. Till 1955 no land has bee? 
shown as cultivable waste but in the year 1956 a 
sizeable area of 43 acres fell as cultivable waste 
and the area .sown decreased to 160 acres. The 
larest positiQn of the area sown is 198 acres and 
there has be"en tbnsid~able change in the cate­
gory of 'current fallows'. This type of land is 
only 2 acres. As regards permanent pastures and 
other grazing land there has, not been much 
'Change during the decade. 

Two crops are harvested in a year and the 
cerea1s grown_ in each cropping s~ason are :-

Rabi-Wheat, barley, gram, sa.tSQn and tara· 
plira. ~--

18,nd not waste) than 
included once 
in ne~ 

area 
sown 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

339 37 203 341 138 

339 37 2.03 359 156 

339 40 200 333 133 

338 4;0 loJ 299 139 

338 3,2 168 285 117 

.:338 71 129 249 120 

338 200 293 93 

338 186 356 1,?S 
338 2 198 295 97 

330 2 198 289 91 

Agriculturai[ pra4ices...-Agriaulture calendar 
showing crop se~sons duration of .crops and 
agricultural oper:ations are given in the table.s: -

1 

Sowing 
period 

2 

Crop season 

Harvesting 
period 

3 

Crops .gFOVJ.l 

4 

Kharif May-June Sept. October Bathu, Kachalu 
" Kulth, Mash: (May.Juneto • 

• Sept. Oct. 
R,ltbi pc,t. November April 

Sept.-Oct. 

Ml\ize and Paddy • 
Barley, Chana, 
Sarson, Taramira, 
and"}Vheat:- -1- to. AprIf 

Duration of Principal Orops 
--Name of Season Duration 

Crop 
Maize 

Paddy Kharif 

Wheat • RaJ>i 

3 months, May-June to 
tember-October. 

3 months (one month for paniri 
Jyaistha to Asadha) harvesting 
in August. 

6 months, Ootober-November to 
Apr{l0rMay. 

4!,.: ......... _Q< :;::;:::as, ..... !it JQC:S::;CW;: er _i 
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Month 

Ja.nuary 

-February 

March 

April 

May 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Agricultu.raZ operations 

Operation 

Manuring of wheat fields. 

Some households sow tobacco. Repairing of 
field walls and digging stones from the fields 
is mostly under taken. 

Harvesting of Sarson, barley and sesamum. 

Transplantation of tobacco and onion. Grow· 
ing chillies and garlic. Harvesting and 
threshing of barley and wheat. 

Paddy fields are ploughed and watered. 
Threshing of wheat and barley ends. Culti· 
vation and watering of paddy fields. Dep­
ending on rains tilling of fields is begun for 
Bowing maize. Bushes are cut from every 
ends and corners of the fields and then burnt 

Sowing of maize. Transplantation of paddy 
and frequent watering of dhan fields. 

Hoeing and weeding of maize. The grown up 
maize fields are also ploughed. This opera-
tion is called Halodna. 

Watering of paddy fields, hoeing and weeding 
maize. Harvestng of paddy. 

Harvesting maize. 

Preparatory tilling for sowing wheat is begun. 
Drying and threshing of maize ends. 

Wheat sowing cogtinues. Fields are ploughed 
two or three times. 

Manuring of wheat fields. 

Rabi crops do not require much labour . ..After 
the wheat sowing is over farmers enjoy more 
leisure hours. During this period annual stock 
taking of fire-wood and grass is mostly under­
taken by women:_. Men_ take up manual labour. 

Maize-Maize is the principal subsistence crop 
of the village. 'Its production is comparatively 
higher than any other crop. The ,variety of 
maize sown here is Sathru which is ready in 60 
days. Sambhar and the indigenous maize seed 
was exchanged by the Gram Sewak. 

Sowing-M~ize is so~n some times in May 
or early June depending on rains. The best time 
for sow!ng m.aize is early June or end of May. 
Farmers consIder themselves to be very lucky 
if there are showers during- this time. The crop 
sown during this period gives better yield. Due 
to late rains large number of weeds, spring up 
simultaneously with the maize plants and 
unless it. is hoed vigorously the crop does not 
come up so well. The seed is sown by broadcast 
method and for a thorough distribution of the 
seed a plot is divided into three or four parts 
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by ploughing. Usually one ploughing is given 
and levelling done thereafter. Manuring is done 
if there is a surplus. 

Hoeing work is started after 10 or 12 days 
>yhen the crop is about t a feet above the ground. 
Weeding is done either with a hoe or a wooden 
implement having seven or eight teeth and run 
by oxen. 

Halodna-When the crop_- is knee high bul­
locks are engaged and the fields again ploughed 
very carefully to earth up the plants. This 
ploughing is not simple and has to be done in 
such a way that the crop is not damaged. This 
operation helps in healthy growth of the crop. 

Harvesting-The crop is ready for harvesting 
sometimes by the end of August. It is reaped 
with sickles and big heaps are piled in the 
fields. The maize after removing the cobs is 
brought to the threshing floor and kept for dry-

_ing for 10 or 15 days. The grains are threshed 
out of the cobs by {leating and then stored in 
depositor. 

Wheat-After the maize harvest fields are 
ploughed at least thrice. The maize straw and 
roots are removed from the fields and the soil 
is made soft for sowing. An improved variety 
of wheat seed NP. 809._ is sown by majority of 
the farmers.. It was disclosed that the seed pro­
vided to them by the Gram Sewak has yielded 
better results. 

Sowing-Wheat is sown in early November 
by broadcast method. This is usually the prac­
tice of sowing other crop as well. Mter seed has 
been scattered the fields are ploughed and level­
led. It requires about 10-12 Kilograms of seed 
for one bigha. The seed -sprouts'6 or 7 days 
after sowing. The crops grow up about six to 9 
inches by December or January. Manuring and 
weeding is also done about the same time. Cow­
dung is carried to fields in Kiltas by men, oft.en 
collectively in turns. Some families may do their 
work themselves. Weeding is done by women 
and the weed serves as a good fodder to their 
cattle. 

Harvesting-By the end of April whea.t is 
ready for harvesting. Reaping operations are 
usually carried by the women. Men carry heavy 
bundles of wheat to threshing floors. The crop 
sheaves are spread in line in fields for drying. 

Threshing-The wheat sheave~ __ are .either 
beaten with sticks or these are arran~ci- m the 
threshing floor. The· bullocks are then taken 

-round the khalyan, till the stalk is thorouglily 
tfod(ien, The wi-nnowing i§ go:p.~ with a winnow-
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ing fan to separate the grai~s from .the. straw. 
The grains are then stored 10 deposltones and 
straw is separately heaped for cattle. 

Jinswar statements of Rabi and Kharif for 10 
ye;lrs will reveal the area under different 
corps.-

Yea.r 

J. 

195:3 

1\)54 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1UM 

l\.15!J 

1961 

1962 

1 

jINSWAR STATEMENT KHAlUF (In acres) 

Paddy Maize Bathu Mash Orch· Kulth Ku· Til Total Area 

2 

2 

7 -ll~ 

(l 106 

7 138 

12 140 

8 107 

!l 147 

l-i 144 

142 11 

4 5 

22 

18 

G 

6 

5 

3 

13 

G 

15 

10 

ard ohalu orops of 

G 7 

16 

45 

8 

E: 

8 

4 

15 

IG 

11 

8 

8 

2 

2 

9 

har· crops 
vested failed 

10 

IG3 

175 

159 

l{l6 

129 

164 

1RG 

17!l 

lU 

174 

11 

18 

/llVSW AR STATEMENT RABI (In acres) 

B<1rley' Channa Taramira 

3 4 5 

Total 
crops 

harvested 

Area of 
crops 
failed 

7 

Total 
area 
sown 

8 

- ---,----
1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960' 

1961 

1962 

120 

132 

135 

09 

112 

116 

122 

152 

115 

103, 

1 

10 

2 

2 

4-

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

I 

Rars!tl 

2 

1 

2 

G 

122 

161 

140 

103 

li9 

120 

12G 

1M 

116 

115 

16 

25 

3 

JG 

138 

186 

14-0 

103 

119 

120 

129 

170 

116 

115 

Balance Incidenca 
Totltl correct Total of 
area Itrea on Assess- Assess-
sown which ment of ment on 

crops harvest (U'ops har· 
were vested 

12 

163 

193 

159 

166 

sown 

13 

lC3 

193 

159 

luG 

129 129 

JM • IG4 

J8G 18G 

17!l 17!l 

174 174 

174 174-

15 

382 2j5/G 

382 1/9/9 

382 2/6/G 

382 2/8/7 

382 2/15/5 

382 

38G 2/15i· 

386 2·01 

38G 2'01 

Balance Total _Ineidtlflce 
of Assess­

ment on 
crops har· 

vepted 

correct assess-
area on IUent of 

which crops harvei't 
were sown 

!l 

138 

186 

140 

103 

llO 

120 

12f1 

170 

116 

115 

In II 

229 1/14/11 

229 1/8/9 

229 1/10/2 

229 2/4/4 

220 1/14/10 

229 

229 

232 

232 

232 

1·80 

1·21 

1·48 

2·00 

2·00 



~CO;:';OMY 

Horticulture 

There is <t beautiful plum orchard of the erst­
while ruler of Arki nearby. But this has not 
created any interes.t among the villagers to popu­
larise fruit trees. The soil is very well suited to 
plum, lime, lemon and gauva. Some plants of 
these varieties of citrus were ohtained by a few 
households throug'h the Gram Sewak. Tbese 
planls have been put on odd places either on 
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the corners of the field or near the houses on 
such portions of land 'where almost nothing 
grows. 

Ownership of land 

Out of '1 total number of 140 families onIv 
10 faP ;n the category of those who do no't 
posse~1I land. A table ~howing distribution of 
land is given l1ere;--

TABLE 

Households owning or possessing lalld or ha7le given (Jill la'lld to others for cultivation 

C"Dllllu"ity N') },ftlltl [, ('onts (i-I{) 
and COllts 

below 

:! 1-.-;0 f\l cents 
cents td I acro 

1--2'+ 2·u--i·D 
Rcres ncres 

5--10 1 0 acres 
a.cres and above 

.----~----- ----- -----~ --_ .. -----~---------.- --_- -
4 5 -; 8 !J 10 LI 

'---~ ------.~-- . - - ---------
Brahmin 
C'lu1IJHll" 
n )(Ilijll,\. 

Koli 
KUI!',ilHr 
~!'1h\1' !:r;\hmtll 
Ita,iput 
Snnyilr 

' .. 

130 families own land 6 Brahmi.ns households 
and one of a Rajput come under the category 
of those who possess 2.5 to 4.9 acres of land, 
Four families have very small holdlngs between 
11 to 20 cents and 20 families own between 
21 to r,o cents. Fifty-six families own land 
between :J 1 cen1s to one acre while 43 house­
holds possess ].1 acres to 2.4 acres. 

From the over all position of land it is clear 
that thetr land holdings arc meagre and it is all 
the morc uneconomic when divided into frag-

17 
I 

2 

ments, 

Price of Land 

2 
2 

(, 

Average cost of land is shown in the statement. 
The average has been worked out on the basis 
of s:lle of land, during a decade from HJ52 to 
1961-62, 49 acres of land was sold and purchased 
within the village for a sum of Rs. 24,472 during 
a period of ten years. Out of 49 acres, 26 acres 
was cuI tivable and 23 acres non·cultivable. 
The average cost· of land per acre works out to 
Rs. 499.42. 

TABLE 

Alicrage Cost of Land 

Yei\f :"Q'o, T'itk,,1 Arelt ('tiHi, "IJle K 1l1- ("lSt 0' A_Y(lrage 
ill a['re'! ['ultivll ble lami J)or IWl"C 

Avorage 
per bigha 

-------_._-------_. ---_--. -------~--.-----
1 2 

., 
" ----------------------

1 \)i') 2· [;-: 2 1+ 
11\;;'l-01 
1 fl,) i·i),; " ~ " 
1!l;;r;·llfi ii 

"" 1%(;-(';7 1 1 
lD:'7·5~ 
IH,1S-i)!) 
1\);)() l\:i 3 1 
l,)GO.f,l ·10 I) 

l~lGJ -f)~ I1f) IS 

.{ 

8 

., 
4 
1 

3 
S 

" 
(l ':I ,'l 

r. 1 ,SD" ·00 ]2~)·on 2-1-·00 .\ Yorage per acre 

:IlHlO U).()(} B·40 • \ vcmge :ret' bighfl 
B.7RiH1O !)·~Il· ;?ii H'OO 
2,O(JO'(IU 2/'(III'O() :m;·20 

1 :l,'!u(l·oo 0-,:\j ) ,tJ(l (i~'l'::O 

u '\,IS:;'OO 3\)7 ·22 7'~. 20 
10 j(),~(I~, 00 .'iiS, 2:1 l(jS·nO 

2~,ri2'OO 7,41!)·r,!) J ,2,,:2 ·lliI 

409·42 

n9·88 



Agricultural implements-Agricultural imple­
ments with their cost and duration are given in 
the table. These implements are made by the 
jlacksmiths and carpenterS'. Some of them are 
also -bought from the markets:-

Implement Use Cost Duration 

Dl:"at Cutting fire wood 2·00 4 ye!~rs 

Gaan · Weeding maize fields. 5·00 10 years 

Hoe Weeding 3·00 \ 5 years 

Gainti Digging 8·00 10 years 

Jhabal Digging stones 8·00 15 years 

Khilni Weeding 
(small hoe) 

2·00 4 years 

Leveller 6·00 7 years 

Phalli For paddy oultivation 10·00 8 years 

Plough · Ploughing 6·00 4 years 

Siokle Harvesting and cutting 1'50 3 years 
grass 

Yoke 3·00 5 years 

Except gainti and jhabal the agricultural im­
plements are manufactured by local blacksmiths 
and carpenters. The material is supplied by the 
farmers. The artisans get grains at the time of 
harvest after every six months. Besides making 
new implements repairs ,are also undertaken. 

Plough 4 K!logr~ms of grains at the time ot harvest. 

foke 

Leveller 

Gaan 

Hoe 

Siokle 

Drat 

5 Kilograms of grains. 

4 Kilograms. 

6 or 8 Kilograms according to the quality of 
work required. This depend on the number 
of teeth. /' 

• 2 Kilograms. 

• 3 Kilograms. 

4 Kilograms. 

ECONOMY 

For sharpening and repair work additioMI 
one patha is given. The artisilns are invited on 
all f~stive occasions ~nd entertained like other 
relatIves. -

Marketing of produce-natal is deficient in 
foog grains. There is hardly any family which 
gets enough to last for a season. Rice and wheat 
are purchased by them from the local shops or 
from Arki bazar. Some may even go to far off 
places to purchase ration. This depends on the 
price position. The local shopkeeper usually 
charges a bit more. During 1962-63 the following 
prices were prevalent:-

(40 Kilograms) 

Rioe Rs. 20 to 25 

Wheat Rs. 18·00 

Maize Rs.15·OO 

Onion Rs.8·00 

Nature of expenditure in connection with 
various operations-The entire work of agricul­
tural operations is done by the farmers them­
selves. Expenditure in few famqies where there 
is no male member at the time of sowing wheat 
or maize, employ agricultural labourers who are 
paid at Rs. 2 per day. Some of the households 
who cannot cope with the work ask for their 
neigh]Jourers help at the times of sowing, plough­
ing, hoeing, scattering of cow dung dad harvest­
ing. This help is usually reciprocal. 

Animal' Husbandry 

N ext to agriculture live stock rearing is of 
great utility to peasants. A pair of bullocks is 
a necessity to farmers. Cows are kept by majority 
of the households. Buffaloes are an important 
milch cattle. In the absence of any cattle agri­
cultural profession is incomplete. Such a house­
hold as do not have cattle is not held in respect 
by others. 

Live Stock Statistics 

Cows Bullocks Sheep Goat Calf Buffalo 
r-----..A..-----. 

..--__ ..A.. __ -, ..--__ ..A.._--. r--..A..--, ..----A-----, ..----A-----, 
Caste No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 

house- house- house- house- house- house-
holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total holds Total 
owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number owning Number 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Brahmin 105 205 66 132 S 16 10 14 33 43 51 55 
Chamar 8 14 7 13 3 5 1 1 3 4 
Doomna 1 1 1 2 1 1 
Koli 1 4 -l.. 2 1 2 1 1 .. " 

Kumhar 2 2 2 -. --4.. 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Mahabrahmin 5 7 4 8 2 
Rajput 1 4 1 2 .. 1 3 .. 
Sunyar .} 2 1 

One Raj put, one Mahabr!1hmin and Nine brahmin hou~ehol<ls do not possesB liv(l·stock, 
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Cows, bullocks, sheep, goat, ca]~e5 and buff.a­
loes form the entire cattle populauon of the vIl· 
[age. Cows are owned by 124 families and their 
number is the largest. Goat and sheep are own· 
eel by only a few h6us.ehold~. C~ttle sheds are 
separate from the mam ,residential houses. In 
summary, cattle are tethered in the court.yard. 
Except buffaloes other cattle are let loose dur­
ing the day time to the pasture grounds. -Some 
one from every family tends cattle lest th~y sho.uld 
go astray or enter any om's fields whIch grves 
rest to quarrels. Housewives usually bring fodder 
after attending to their kitchen duties. They 
have also to clear cow-dung from the sheds and 
the court vards. Cow-dung may either be dump­
l:d at a place to be subsequently u~ed as manure 
or is turned into dung cakes to be used as fuel. 
Men too are employed for cutting leaves and 
grass. These duties mostly keep the fanners busy 
throughout the year. 

The breed of milch and other cattle is indi­
genous, but of late they .!tave avail~d of th~ -
facilities provjd~d at Vetennary HospItal, Ar~L 
They bring then. cows and ~mffaioes for serVlC· 
ing to the HOSplt'3.l where Improv~d buUs are 
kept. This will go a long war to improve the 
non·descript stock to an appreC1abl~ extent. The 
hospital is of imense utility to the VIllagers. They 
get other facilities of free t~eatment from the 
Stock Assistant and the Vetennary Doctor when­
ever required. 

The common diseases among the- cattle are:-
Indigestion 
Bron~hit·i8 
Ganera.l d(' hili ty 
Infections 
Foot and mouth 

Wounds 
H.B. 
Mang\l 

Maggo'iA! 
Rinderpest 

Of these H.S,_foot.-and mouth and Rinderpest 
are very di,~:1strous and contagious. Liver fluke 
and rabbies are/also prevalent. In October, 1962, 
there was an out break of H.S. in Bata! reslllting 
in 4 deaths, but the disease was soon brought 
under control by the Veterinary Doctor. In order 
to avoid the possibiIities of out break of such 
dangerous dis~a8es vaccination and i~oculation 
>lte periodically performed by the vet,ermary staff 
at Arki. Medicines for other diseases are obtain­
ed from the hospital. Castration ca~e!\ are usually 
performed by the stock assistant and the viLl"l­
gers are not hesitant to follow the new methods 
of castration. 

The milk yield of cows and buffaloes is very 
poor. A cow gives hardly half a kilogram of 
milk at one time during early period of calving. 
Even this quantity decreases to a quarter kilo­
grnm after six months. Similar is the case of 
buffaloes,T he causes for the poor milk yield 
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arc that the farmers can not afford substantial 
fodder. 

Fodder served to the cattle consists of. chaff, 
maize stalks and grass. Grass is supplied by 
ghasnis or forests. It is cut and collected in the 
month of December and January and stalked in 
conical heaves called Kunnu. Small bundles are 
l.aid over OTIe another in a particular fashion to 
complete the Kunnu which is so arranged that 
the grass is not spoiled by rains. Similarly maize 
stalks <ITe arranged in Kunnu and used as fodder. 
No concentrates are given to cows, whether wet 
or dry. l{owever some taramira, barley and 
gram or unused maize or wheat breads may be 
given as concentrates to the milch buffaloes_ 

",Thile serving grass or maize stalks to the 
cattle the fodder is not cut into small bits hut 
it is thrown before the cattle, which thev use in 
such a way that practically half of it goes waste. 

This results in inadequate feeding of the 
cattle and shortage .of fodder as well. Because 
there always is shortage of gmss, green leaves of 
beuI and ban, and some other trees are also used 
as fodder. It i& a laborious job though, but men, 
women and children all climb up the trees to 
cut down brat:lches for collecting leaves. It takes 
about 2 .ho1-'rs t.o gather .il 5maJ] head load of 
green leaves. 

Veterinary Hospital, Arki-There )8 a veteri­
nary hospital at Add which- came into being on 
29th March 1954. Its jurisdiction extt:nds to the 
whole of Arki T.ehsil excluding some villages 
nea~ Kuniha_T wh~1"e such, facilities are alr~ady 
avallable. T1i.e hospital has a staff of 6 with a 
Veterin~ry D~ctor as Incharge. CJttle suffering 
from mmor dIseases are brougbMo the hospital 
for treatment. Castration..-mses are attended in 
the hospital. To improve the non.oescriptive 
and indigenous stock. CIne mlJrraha buffalo bull 
and a Hariyana bull are kept. The villagers 
bring their milch cattle for servicing to the hospi­
tal. From Batal GrOne the following cases were 
recorded:_ 

Cow bull 

196()·9 
1961- 13 
H162· 6 
11183· 15 
Hl64-
August 

Village Crafts 

Buffaloe bull 

-__ 

11 

21 
17 
12 

3 

Spinn~ng 'and !ailoring is done by many 
house-wIves. Agncultural work is seasonal and 
in !h~ intervening period peo,pIe persue one Qr 
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the other work beneficial to them. For sowing, 
hoeing and harvesting seasons they have to keep 
their implements in working order. All this work 
is done during the period of inactivity. Car­
pentry, black-smithy, pottery, goldsmithy ~nd 
silver-smithy are the important crafts. Weavmg 
al\d basket making are done by craftsmen from 
the nearby villages. 

Blacksmilhy and carpef!lry-Six families of 
Lahars work as blacksmiths and carpenters. The 
entire work of the village is done by these fami­
lies who live in Jakholi about a kilometer from 
BautI. These households have not been reckoned 
in the popUlation because they fall in a separate 
revenue number. Apart from making agricul­
tural implements, they are employed for house 
construction work. 

Raw material for implements is supplied by 
farmers. For example if a plough is to he made 
thit faf'Jller suppl ies \vood, iron Qnd charcoal. 
The blacksmith has to be assisted to blow at the 
bellows and strike hot iron with a big hammer. 
Repair work is undertaken the same way. For 
the rontine work customary .payment in t'he 
shape of cereals is made to them at each harvest. 
Whenever a. carpenter is employed for honse 
construction, he gets daily wages according to his 
capacity and skilfulness. A good carpenter gets 
Rs. 4 Or Rs. 5 per oay. 

The customary payment of cereals is called 
Saithha·. It varies from house 'to house accord­
ing to the quality ,and quantity of work. Th'e 
carpenters and_ hlacksmi ths have their ~eparate 
nmindars. The latter alw:1ys get theIr work 
done from their artisans un til there is a dis­
pute. 

,/ 
The a.rticles prod uced -are: -

1. Axe 

::I. (+ann 

I). J,cYe1lcr 

7. Phah 

n. Rick!e 

2. Draft 

.J.. H.P;) 

n. Phawadi 

R. Plllllgh 

10. y"kl 

Tn lieu of the work done carpenters get cereals 
un the following rates:-

8 to 10 Kilograms (4 or 5 pathas). 

Shoe-making-There are eight chamar families 
who are engaged in shoe-making and agriculture. 
Lately many of them work GS labourers on the 
road. Shoe-making is not solely sufficient LO sub­
sist and the,y have, therefore;- p\J..rsued other 
occupations. The type of shoes they make is very 
simple. Bulk demands of shoes are met from 
Arki hazar or Sit)1.la. Now repair work is mainly 
lef.t to the IQcal shoe-makers. 
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A shoe-maker gets Rs. 4 to 6 for a.. pair of 
shoes. Repair work is done on usual customary 
payments of cereals at each harvest. It varies ac­
cording to the quantity of work. 5 to 8 kilo­
grams of cereals are given to the shoe-maker. In 
addition, he is invited on each festival and social 
function. 

Pottery-Two potter families living here make 
earthen pots which are usually in demand. They 
often sell their pots in Arki Bazar also. Bardu 
an old potter of Batal says about pottery:-

'9N a1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ q'flf 

'+IRf mra- ~ qwr ~ 3,WT CfT'Of \if~;;rW 
a1 'C.R 'en: ~ q'flf •• 

~<itm ~~~ ~m ~Cffr ~ 
f1:l'i'{ m11fQ; f.f; cf~U ~ "ifflOlT ftfK cf~ tim CfiRl; Cfill1 

~I 

The raw matericll used in pottery is clay. Sand 
is also mixed in very small quantity in the 'ratio 
of 5: 1000. Pott.ers' tools are:-

Chaff-Potters wheel is the basic necessity of 
a Kumhar. Every pottery article is made on it. 
In Batal the wheel is made from ·'mu.nj·-a 
specie of hay mixed with cow dung and clay. 

Stick-To set the wheel moving. 

JJ1 ooden hammer-Required for pounding 
the clay. 

Thatu-Round fiat wooden tool with a 
handle llsed for patting the pot while 111 the 
process of, making. 

Tqey prepare household articles which are 
usually in demand. There is a wide range of 
sizes and shapes of earthenware-varying from 
an earthen lamp to a mal:-

Mat-This is the biggest pot of a capacity of 
10 to 15 gallons in the pottery items. Mats are 
used for storing water at certain important way­
side places in summer season where fatigued 
and worr'lout travellers rest and quench their 
thirst. This pot is required for .keeping snpll 
quantities of cereals. 

Pitcher-Pitchers are used for fetching water 
from the Bowli. This is very common. in every 
household. Pitchers are also required for 
chllrning curd. Water containers called Gharolu 
or Mangn are giv~n to younger hoys and girls 
to bring water. 

MangIn' or Parll-This pot is of a capacity of 
I kilogram to 2 or 3 kilograms usually required 
for keeping whey. Ghee is kept in Manghi. 
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Handi-Handi is of pitcher size. It is wider 
at the mouth and is used for cooki))g 'sigru' 
or 'dindre'. These items of food are steam cook­
ed. 

Ghiarluo--This is a very slllall pot and con­
tains only I J 0 grams of ghee. Its mouth is quite 
narrow hardly 1 ill. diameter. Ghiartoo is re­
quired for keeping ghee wtli.ch_ is presented to 
rchtives at the time of marr'iages or other social 
functions. 

Diya-Small earthen lamps arc in demand 
during Diwali. 

Chilarll-Chilam is a necessity in each home 
and this item of pottery is always in demand. 

Kundl:-This pot is bought by the conke­
tioneries [or keeping curd. 

Kltori-This is a lid required for the pitcher 
in which curd is churned. 

Prire of each article-

II!{at 

Pit ('\m' 

Yfadhani 
l\Tanghi 

JJiy,. 

Chi lam 
Knlll]i 

Khori 

H~. P. 
1'5.: 
1 . I)~) 

6·00 
0·25 

or )08" ncp.lor,j. 
ing size 

J.(i(} 

0·12 

0'7il 
(h.r hrm'lred) 

0·06 
0·,50 
0'1)6 

37 

Colollring-Some pottery articles are colour. 
cd ':md designs are drawn on them. Black colour 
is obtained by pulversing stolle. These stones 
are obtained from Barori a village near Kuni. 
har. Khair wood charcoal is thinly powder­
ed and then mixed with the stone powder. Theil 
th~ designs are drawn with brush made of pigs 
haIr. 

Gold and Silversmilhy-There is one family 
of Slinar ill B·atal. Some of the members of this 
family have since left the profession and taken 
np service as teachers in schools. The profes. 
sional work is done hy two members now. There 
is not much work for them in the village. 
People prefer to get their work done in Arki. 

Thc go~dsmith has his workshop adjacent to 
his house. He has kept all sort of tools and 
wheneycr requirelL he attends to his customers. 
Since the gold control order camc into force the 
sunars have become' under·employed and they 
have taken up other means of livelihood. 

Goldsmith's tools are:-

Iron, furnace, hammers, scissors, tongs, 
griptex, compasses, janti, jand, gathali, 
thapa, kalm, san, borer, brush and pan 
for keeping water. 

These tools are not made locally and have to 
be purchased from the market. 

/ 

The items of Jewellery produced with cost and weight are:- ./ 

SilverI Weight Cost of Wages for Cost of 
Xame:of article Gold in tolas material labour finished 

per tola per tola article ---- -
2 3 4 5 6 

Bragar Gold , I! 145·00 3·00 222·00 -

Button Silver 4 2·50 0·50 12·00 
Chak Silver 1 2·50 0·50 3'00 
Ear ring Gold Ii 145·00 3·00 185·00 
Goiru Silver 16 2·50 0·50 48'00 
Kangnu Silver 15 2·50 0·50 48·00 
Necklace Gold 6 mashas 145·00 3·00 888·00 
Long Gold 6 mashas 145'00 -&'00-.. 74·00 ---Ring Gold 1 masha 145·00 3·00 17·33 
Tilli Gold / 1 masha 145·00 3·00 17·33 
Tops Gold 3 mashas 154·00 3·00 37·00 
-----_. 



Spinning-The spinning is done by many 
families. The sheep are owned by a few house­
holds only. Others purchase wool from the 
market or from the Kinnauras who ·stay near 
about the village in Seri in winter. Winter 
months are the best for spinning. Men and 
women sit around the fire place and spin on 
spindles. After the wool has been teased with 

:ECONOMY 

fingers it is spun till late at night. Small conical 
baskets are carried about during day in which 
they keep their spindles and. little wool. Wherever 
one goes he finds sometime to attend to his 
spinning. This is common with the older people 
oply. Younger men and women are seldom 
found spinning. I 
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Social Life 

Sochl and cultural life of the villagers is 
governed by various deities. Villagers have an 
unflinching fuith in fate and gods. A~trolo&y and 
Hindu mythology are deeply rooted m then way 
of life. They not only believe in the pla~ets and 
their power in moulding the human destmy, but 
also profess and preach the truth about them. 
Some astrologers have the knowledge to con-­
'"ince e"en an athiest that Hindu sba'iltxas and 
mythology influence the character and perso' 
nality of an individual to a great extent. The 
Gods and Goddesses worshipped are Bramaha, 
Hanuman, Krishna, Mahadeva, Ramchandra, 
Shiva, Vishnu, Durga, Kalimata, Laxmi and 
Parvati. In many households photos of these 
Gods and Goddesses are found hung in theit 
rooms. 

A male or female member in every family 
after bath burns incenses and offers prayers for 
the well being of the family. Older and orthodo.s: 
people may sit in meditation for hours together, 
they tell beads on a mala made of either Tulsi 
plant wood or of Rudraksh. This mala is put in­
side a cover 'made of red cloth which is called 
gomukhi. The mala consists of 108 beads and 
each be-3d is ~urned over when the mantra that 
the person is reciting is finished. Thus to como' 
plete telling on beads of one mala one has to 
recite the mantra 108 times. There is no end 
to One's liking of a particular mantra for recita­
tion but generally Gayatri, Maha Mritunjaya or 
Durga mantras are- more common. Pipal tree 
and tulsi plants are sacred to them. Housewives 
are quite devoted to the worship of these. Among 
the lesser known Gods Deo of Madhor in Sub­
Tehsil Senoi and Dharwala in village Serighat 
of Punjab (now Himachal) are held in rever­
e':1~e. These de~tJes are of~en brought here or 
VISlt~? by th~ VIllagers. The~e is a small temple 
of BIJu Deo m the fields. It IS worshipped at the 
time of each harvest. 

Temples 

There. is a beautiful Shiva temple in the heatt 
of the Village. A water tank and a baoli are also 
just adjacent to it. This is the busiest place 

where one would find groups of villagers sitting, 
gossiping or playing cards, women coming and 
going. Someone offers prayers in the temple and 
one or two priests perform jap and path. Water 
is poured on the Shivling daily by village elders 
and children in the early hours of the morning. 
The temple has lately been electrified and it 
bears a gay look on Shivratri. Milky water is 
considered to be the best offering to Lord Shiva. 

f"l'om tlw. 'C"3."I'l'f ~h~ldhood OO,!'" "3."I''C m"3.d'C 
conscious of the powers of Shiva. In the winter 
months it is often a scene to find young boys 
going to the temple and pouring water on the 
Shivlinga. 

Bhadar Kali Temple at Jakholi-There is a 
very old temple of Bhadar Kali at Jakholi. The 
Kali is worshipped during Chaitra and October 
N aVI'J.tras on Durga Ashtami. In October, women 
and men go there to have a holy bath. Animal 
sacrifice is also prevalent. 

Sidh Devta-On way to Jakholi, the villagers 
pay respects to Sidh Devta whose cave is situated 
somewhere on the hill' top. But n9ne here claims 
to have ever seen the cave. Ar every harvest 
grains of new harvest are offered to this Devta 
and a small 'red .Jhandi-fl.'3.g is erected on the 
way side. Goats are sacrificed whenever anyone 
has promised to do so. 

The village is a Closely knit unit. In the pri­
vation and other exigencies they invariably help 
each other. Caste balTiers have pot in any way 
created obstacles in-their social structure. This 

I has rather helped in division of labour-each 
unit performing its function and acting as a 
unit. Thus the village has been meeting its own 
needs with its own resources and sustained as 
a self-contained unit. The Scheduled Castes 
stick to their professional occupations except 11 
few who have taken up services outside. 

Caste distinction is strictly maintained. The 
Scheduled Castes and Brahmins do not mix up 
freely. 

Both extend help to each other at the times 
of need. Scheduled Castes mos!ly attend to the 
manual work of the Swarns. 
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Fairs and Festivals 

Festivals 'are held all different dates according 
to the llikararni era. Panchang is accepted as the 
final calendar for all the festivals and fairs. 
Fasts are observed followed by feasting. Full­
moon-puranmasi is one af the import:lllt days 
for observing fasts. Some may aTfa~ge. Sal),:I­
narayan Katha on full moon day ~lld 11Ivite ~heu­
kith and kin. Annual cycle of fairs and festivals 
is given here:-

Baisakhi-Sallkrant-l3aisakhi Sankrant is held 
every year all 1 st of Baisakh corresponding ~o, 
l;\th April. Many pearle. go to MarkaI_lda III 

Hilaspur and Tattapalll III Karsog tehsll for a 
holy bath. Some may 'even go to Hardwar. New 
pitchers are given in charity to priests 'Or married 
d:lUghters, This indicates the beginning of the 
summer season, and also represents the harvest­
..ing of wheat. Some may even arrange to provide 
drinking water facilities on certain very im­
portant way side stations where fatigued and 
worn travellers take rest for a while. 

Chaitra.Navratras-In Chaitra, the new year 
begins from Shukal Pratipada-the following 
day of the fullmoon and Navratras als'O begin 
the same day. These auspicious days last for 9 
days. Brahmins are invited to many places to 
perform Durgapath. It is considered auspiciolls 
to begin any work during the Navratras. 
Children are often admitted in the schools and 
the beginners are. taught letters during the period 
of Navratras. Devi worship is mostly done in 
every family. Fasts arc obs'erved on Durga 
saptmi. Tulsi seeds are sown on Ram'Naumi the 
ninth Navratra. On Durga _Ashtmi all' bathe 
and worship' Durga. Halwa is prepared along­
with other dishes and small brahmin girls ~re 
invited and feasted. They are in great demand 
that day and have to __ visit many hO\lses. Some 
give these girls red chunnis measuring 1.25 yard 
each. 

'("\[ -
Rakhi-Raksha-bandhan is celebrated in 

Shrvana or Bhadrapad. Sisters tie the rakhi round 
the wrists of their brothers. Brahmin priests go 
to their jajmans houses to tie Rakhi. For this 
they are given cereals o.r money. While tying 

.tlie thread the priest recites:-

Brothers often visit their sisters houses and 
offer them presents. Rice, wheat 'C:hapaties, 
pulses, shakkar and ghee ate taken in every 
family. Raksha handhan falls on fullmoon. 
People keep fast. Children go about joyfully 
with new and bright rakhi. 
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.O.n this day is also observed Vyas puJa. Maha­
fish I Ved Vyas who is believed to be the com­
piler of Vedas and writer of Puranas and Maha­
bharta is. wor;~hi pped as Guru on this day by 
all brahlllills. [hey also change their Yagopavits 
after cl~borate rituals which entail rubbing the 
body WIth cow-dung and ashes and taking bath. 
T~e Yagopayit or the sacred thread is put on 
WIth the pronouncement of the mantras. 

jallamashtmt-Eight days after Rakhi falls 
Janmash~n~i the birt~ of L?rd Krishna who gave 
us the dl\'me song, I.e., Glta. Keertans are held 
and devoti'Onal songs arc sung. Phala-ahar com­
monly called phulwar consists of ogla and roast­
~d bathu are taken with milk by those who fast. 
Iney keep awake till late in the mid night be­
c~use K~Ishlia was born in the stormy rainy 
nIght mId o~ Bha~on f\shtmi. ?evotional songs 
are chanted III praise of the Knshna. The birth 
~tory of the Lor~ is .recited to the congregation 
III the temple which IS made to end at exact mid­
night. Th.ereafter Arti is performed and the 
charnamnt and Prasad is distributed. The 
Prasad c~msist.s. of Dhania, finely powdered and 
roasted il1 a lIttle of ghee. It is mixed with 
cllc_umbers cut into small pieces and any other 
fnllt. Thereafter the devotees return to their 
homes and there give prasad and charnamrit to 
th?se who had n'Ot gone to the temple. After 
thiS they take Phala-ah~r and so they end their 
fast. 

Dusehra-Vijay Dashmi ill October is cele­
brated to commemorate the victory of Lord 
Rama over Ravna. The festival is held in the 
lte~rby. fields. A few people go from Batal to 
bnng Idols called Thakurs from the Laxmi 
Narayan temple, Arki in a decorated palanquin 
and many 'pe~ple acc?mpany the palanquin. The 
l~cal rnus"Jc IS also III attendence. A target of 
pacher filled with water is erected in the centre 
and first shot is fired by some important Pan· 
chay.at functionary .. Thereafter others also try 
to hit the target. Pnor to 1948 the Raja of Arki 
used to visit the fair and he was the first mall 
to aim at the pitcher. Effigy of Ravana is burnt 
in the evening. The public presents flowers and 
money to the idols. The villagers in their best 
dresses look gay and happy. Shopkeepers display 
their articles for- sale. Amusing sound of the 
handolas add to the ch3rm .of the fair. Drama 
is held during night. This is witnessed by men, 
women and children. 

Mall PlIrnima-In the month of October, 
Shukal-paksha-full-moon, cows are wor~hipped 
011 Mall Purnima. Before sending them to the 



SOCIAL AND ctJLTURAL LIFt 

grazing fields, their horns are poiished with 
butter and green fodder is fed to them. Garlands 
of flowers are worn round their necks and then 
they are sent to the grazing fields. People 
observe fasts. In the evening small children go 
from house to house singing. They are given 
some money or hot-nuts. Preparations of rice, 
shakkar, ghee and pulses are prepared. 

Diwali-Krishan Paksha-Amavasya-black­
moon after 15 days, of Mall Purnima, Laxmi 
Pujan is done in every house-hold. This is a festi­
val of lights and merrymaking. Earthen lamps 
are lit. In the close by fields people gather and 
fire is lit in three four places. Satnaza, a mixture 
of seven food grains is thrown in the fire and 
it is worshipped. Good food consisting of 
childu, askloo, shakkar, ghce, and pulses is 
taken. 

Bhaiya nooj-On the following day of 
Diwali, sisters present sweets to the brothers and 
apply Kumkum mark all their forehead and 
they are given money in J;eturn. 

Lohri-Khichriari Saji-The Lohri Sankrant 
falls on the 1st Magh corresponding to January 
12th or 13th. Khichri and seasamum mixed 
with jaggery are given away in charity to 
Brahmins. Many people go the Tntapani, 
Markanda and Hardwar to have a holy dip. 
Some also prefer to take.a bath at Jakholi. 
Khichri and ghee are taken on this day. 

Shivralti-Shivratri falls on ..the Amavasya of 
Phalguna, People observe fasts. Shiva Puja is 
done in the evening. Some may fashion a Shiv 
of earth. In the Shiva temple many pandits per­
[arm Rudrabhishak. During night they keep 
awake and keertan goes on. Bil leaves are offer­
ed on the ShivliRga: Katha is recited. Many 
people take Bhang in one form or the other as 
prashad of Lord Shiva. Bhang is popularly call­
ed Shiv Booti. Those who observe fast take non­
cereal food in the evening after taking charna­
nnit. 

Holi-15 days after Shivratri-the festiva.l of 
Holi is held in Phalguna. This is a full moon 
day. Many people fast and youngmen assemble 
near the tank and play throwing colours on each 
other. They go round the vil,lage throwing dry 
and wet colours on whosoever comes their way. 

OTHER FA!RS-BufJaloe Fight in Arki-On 
1st Asvina locally called Sair Sajji a buffaloe fair 
is held in Arki in a ground adjacent to the main 
bazar. According to the prevelant belief among 
the people here it is a good augury to witness 
a buffaloe fight on the Sair Scijji. The fair is not 
connected with the worship of any deity. 

L/P(D)4SCO (HP)-5 
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Buffaloe bulls from the adjoining villages are 
brought to participate in the fight. The fair 
continues for 2 days, but the fight is held only 
for the first day. 

On the 2nd day of the fair school children 
play games to interest the people. Shopkeepers 
have a busy time selling their goods. A gather­
ing of about 3,000 people witnesses the fight. 
Publicity Department exhibit cinema shows. 
Wrestling matches are also organised and prizes 
distributed to the winners. 
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Serial Name of the 
No. Day or Days 

1 2 

1 Navratm 

2 Ram·Naumi 

3 Baisakhi 

oi Hari Talika Teej 

5 J anmashtmi 

o Gugga.Naumi 

7 Dag Okodesh 

8 A nanal Ohaudash 

II Sharadh 

10 A8'11ina N avratra 
!-

11 Vi jay Dashmi 
DU88ehra. 

or 

12 MaU·Purnima 

13 Diwali 

, 
14 Bkaiyadooj 

15 Lokr; Sanlcrant 

l6 Shivratri 

17 Holi 

Important Days 

Date 

3 

New Bikrami year begins on 
the 1st Navratra in the month 
of Chaitra. 

Ninth Navratra in the month 
of Chaitra. 

lsi( Baisakh 

Bhadra·Shnkal Tritiya 

Significance 

4 

These are auspicious days for 
starting any new work or 
business. Durga Puia is done 
during Navratra. 

Women sow Tulsi Seeds. Durga 
path is done by priests. Men 
and women fast. 

Earthern pots are given in 
charity to Brahmans. 

Women fast 

Remarks 

5 

Bhadra Krishna Paksh eight Birth of Lord Krishna is cele. On the following day of l'eej 
days after the full Moon. brated. People obsorve fasts. Kalank chaturthi falls. 

On the first day of Janmashtmi. Scheduled Castes celebrated 
Gugga.Naumi. 

4 days after Gugga.Naumi in 
the month of Bhadra. 

Bhadra shnkal·Palmsh 

In tho month of Asvina 
Pitri· Pakash. 

In the month of Asvina 

In ABvina 

In Asvina or ~artika 

In Kartika 

In Kartika 

1st Magha 

In Phalguna -

In Phalguna 

This is believed to be a day 
ef evil spirits. As a precaution 
against any spirit they hung 
Tejphal thorns eut·side 
their doors during night. Rol· 
led leaves of Kachalu (Arun 
Colooasia) are cooked and 
small pieces thrown towards all 
directions. 

Men fast. Those who are desirous 
put on an anant a sort of 
talisman. 

During the period of a' -fort 
night pitri.pakash is observed 
by giving feasts to Brahmans 
in the name of their dead 
ancestors. 

Durga.Puja on Ashtmi day 

A big fair is held in' Batal 

Cows are worshipped and gar­
landed. Men mld women fast. 

A festival of light. Houses 'are 
white washed. Earthen lamps 
are lit and good food is taken. 

On the next day of Diwali, sisters 
present sweets to brothers. 

Khiohri a preparation of rice 
-and black gram is cooked 
in every household., 

The anant IS put on -for pros. 
peirty and happiness. 

Children are taught letters for 
the first time. Mundan 
ceremonies and other new workS 
are started during Navratrii.. 

~ Shiv pooja.Fasts are observed 
by men and women. 

Festival of colour 

People fast on each Puranma.9hi-full Moon which come 'once in a month. Satyanarayanki.katha is also performed by somo 
families. 

On Akadshi which falls t~ice in evory month, once in the bright half of the moon and once in the dark half of the Moon, some 
men and women fast. 
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Bat(I1 is covered by Community Development 
Block, Kunihar. Block officials often visit the 
village. Headquarter of the Gram Sewak is at 
Arki. 

Attitude of the people 

About the development activities carried 
under the Community Development programme 
during the Jst and_ the 2nd nve year plans, vj]­
lagers are some-what critical. They feel that 
nothing subst'antial has been done so far to im­
prove their lot. Services of the gram sewak afe 
seldom utilized by them. As a matter of fact 
they are not progressive farmers and block 
officials during their visit to the village get poor 
co-operation from the villagers. Some families 
were, however, pursuaded by the Gram Sewak 
to use fertilizers. Some 14 manure pits were dug 
during a decade. 10 maunds of wheat seed was 
exchanged with No. 809 'wheat by 50 -per cent. 
families. Plum, Gauva and lime plants were also 
distributed among few househ~ds. The nurtl­
ber of plants distributed~is only 200, but the 
survival of the plants is not encouraging. Vege­
table production is insignificant. According to 
the figures maintained by the Gram Sewak 15 
Kitchen gardens were laid and vegetable seeds 
of peas, ladies finger, turnip, raddish, spinach 
and cabbage were distributed. 

Construction Work 

Primary school building was constructed in 
which apart from voluntary donations (Ind 
shramdan by the villagers, block gave financial 
help. Similarly a bawli and a tank were con­
structed. Major scheme of construction of kuhl 
from a nearby N ullah is und"er w.:ty._An irriga­
tion tank will be constructed to store the water 
for irrigation purposes. Pipe line for drinking 
water was laid within a cost of Rs. 10,000 and 
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old bawli is now fitted with taps which has facio 
litated in keeping the water clean. 

Other activities-In 1959, a Social Education 
Centre was opened in Batal, but it was reported 
by the gram sewak that the centre was not of 
much avail to the villagers, because of the lite­
racy percentage being quite encouraging as com­
pared to other villages. Women who are mostly 
illiterate could not be pursuaded to join the 
classes: A dramatic club which Was organised in 
1959-60 had kirtan equipment. This is utilised 
on many occasions (Ind often bhajans and 
kirtans are held. A tailoring centre was also 
started in 1959-60 to im~rt training in embroi­
dery, sewing, cutting and tailoring, but it was 
soon abolished as the people did not show 
much interest in these activities. A sewing 
machine given at 50 per cent. subsidized rate is 
now lying out of order. 

According to the Gram Sew~k about 1,000 
kainth trees have been top worked with local 
peaches. Horticulture loan of Rs. 1,5'00 was 
obtained through the block during 1963. Eighty 
plum and 20 peach plants were distributed in 
1962-64. One community Radio Set supplied by 
the block had been illstalled in a shop in the 
central place of the village. 

Panchayat 

After passing the p(Inchayat Raj Act in 
1952-53 in Himachal Pradesh, Gram Panchayat 
Deora came into existence in 1954 and N ayaya 
Panchayat started functioning in 1957-58. The 
headquarters of the N ayaya or Gram Panchayat 
are at Batal. Monthly meetings of the Pancha­
yat are held in the Brahmin Sabha building. 
where a room has been rented at Rs. 5 per month 
by the Panchayat. 
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Bat~l is represented by the Vice-Ptesident and 
2 members in the Gram Panchayat and 4 mem-
bers (one scheduled caste, and one woman 
member reserved seats) in the Nayaya Paneha-

Serial Village No. of 
No. families 

1 Samot 2 
2 Majiyat 27 
3 Pati 10 
4 DawaraR 2 

5 Deora 18 
6 Kangu 2 
7 Kohri 13 
8 Dangri 9 
9 Jakholi 9 

10 Bata} 114 
11 Gahar 15 
12 Sainj 10 
13 Chathrayana 14 
14 Shanan Paranta 20 
15 Shanar Barayiya 9 
16 Chiknera 4 

17 Karhyat 7 
18 Pati Jagir 3 
19 Ser 23 
20 Sherog 7 
21 Jabloo 8 
22 Chandpur ": ~ 26 
23 Khali 2 
24 Mohal 26 
25 Kalar 3 

26 Gherna 17 
27 Deedu 16 
28 Bagi 5 

29 Bakhalog 25 

30 Banwa. 17 

Elections 

Elections to the Gram and Nayaya Pancha­
yats are held every three years. The Panchayat 
circle is divided in 8 or 9 constituencies for elec­
tion of members, but it is considered as one 
constituency for the election of the President. 
Elections to both the Panchayats are held by 
show of hands. Last elections to the Gram Pan­
chayat and Nayaya Panch~yat;_ were h.eld on ~nd 
October, 1962. 

45 

yat. There are in all 1.~ members in the Gram 
Panchayat. The strength of the ~ayaya Pan-
chayat is also ]5. The following villages come 
under the jurisdiction of the Deora Panchayat: _ 

Populfltion Developmont Activities Orchards 

11 Pipe line Plum, Lemon 

237 Bawli, tank 

82 Bawli 

8 Bawli 

139 Pipe line 

11 

94 Pipe line 

77 Pipeline 

70 Drinking water for ani- Mango 
mals. 

944 Pipe line, Bawli, Kuhl Guava, Banana, Papita. 

120 Water tank 

64 
91 Pipe line 

150 
91 
27 
33 
15 

153 Banana, Guava 

36 
29 

150 
12 

182 Pipe line, tank Plum 

16 
103 
84 
54 

148 Bawli Plum, banana, Lemon 

127 

Functions 

The functions of the Gram Panehayat are 
enumerated in detail in S'ections 16 and 17 of 
the Himachal Pradesh PanchaY(lt Raj Act. The 
executive side of the village Administration is 
taken. care of by the Gram Panchayat and Judi­
cial side is entrusted to the Judicial Panchayat. 
Some important decisions which affect the entire 
Panchayat circle such as levy of taxes are dis­
~ussed in the general ~ectings of the qram 
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Sabha. To look after the day-to-day work a 
whole time secretary is appointed at a remune­
ration of Rs. 60 per month. Some of the im­
port':lnt functions of the Gram Panchayat are:­
Construction, repair, maintenance, cleaning and 
lightening of public places, bring <l:bout re­
conciliation between d~sputant partIes. The 
President or in his absence Vice-President ap­
points Samjhota Samities consisting of three or 
more members for bringing about a compromise 
between the quarrelling parties. Reclamation of 
W:lste lands, medical relief, sanitation, register­
ing of births, deal:~s and marriages, regulating 
places for the disposal of dead bodies, establish­
ing and ID:aintaining. Primary Schools. Constr~lc­
tion, repaIr and mamtenance of wells, bawlles, 
and tanks for the supply of W:ltex: for drinking 
purpose; arrange to maintain village paths, re­
commend nautor land for grant, recommend 
the grant of trees for construction of houses and 
to pax:ticipate in development activities. 

The Nayaya Panch':lyat tries criminal and 
civil cases under the-jurisdiction and powers as 
laid down in section 67 (civil cases) and section 
57 read with schedule 1 criminal cases:-

Development Activities 

The Deora Gram Panchayat has acquired (l 

plot of !)O bighas of land in Jakh{)li for setting , 
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up an orchard in which peaches, plums, pome­
granates, lemons and other citrus plants have 
been grown. The number of plants so far 
phnted are;-

Peaches-600. 
Pomegranate-l 00. 
Lemon-SOO. 

Plum and citrus plants are yet to be obtained. 
A vegetable nursery in an area of 4 bighas has 
been set up in Bania Devi about 4 miles from 
Batal. It is proposed to multiply the seed of all 
kinds of vegetables in this nursery. 

Financial Resources of the Panchayat: -

The financial resources of the Panchayat 
are:-

1. Local rate (assessed from the land reve-
nue). 

2. Income of fees. 
3. Fines. 
4. Grant in aid from the Government. 

The funds of the Panchayat are utilised for 
development activities, and pay of the secretary 
and the chowkidar. The income and expendi­
ture statements' for the year 1962 given here will 
give some idea of the financial position of the 
Panchayat. 

Income 1962 

Previous 

1 

789·39 

Fairs 

283·24 

Fees Fees 
Samjhota Talwana 

2 3 

41·57 59'°9/ 

Summon fees to 
Chowkidar 

23·99 

Income Grant in Donations 
from fairs Aid 

-4 5 6 

183·35 1,220'00 150~ 

Expenditure 1962 

Pay to the Pan­
chayat Secretary 

800·00 
III "'1'1111 

Expenditure on 
Bawli 

626·00 

Shramdan Looal Rate 

7 8 

277·00 800·00 

T. A. to Pradhan Postage 

79·37 14·20 

Rent of Panchayat Pay to Chowkidar 
room 

Expenditure on 15th 
August and 26th 

January 

Stationery Exhibition expenses 

121·00 420·00 45·00 17·85 188·22 

Bawli at Majhiyat Repairs of Devi Temple in J akholi ........ _ - Miscellaneous 

350·72 26·00 47·35 
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Cash in hand is 1,430 and a sum of Rs. 1,350 
is in the post office account. 

The cases registered from Ratal in the Gram 
and NayaY:l Panchayat are:-

Nayaya· Panchayat 

Year 

1!l59 

1960 

1961 

1\162 

1963 

1994 

Gram Panchayat 

Year 

~o. and nature of 
cases registered 

(' --~ 
Criminal Civil 

2 

2 

5 

2 

No. and nature of 
cases registered 

,..---..,)0..,--'1 
Criminal Civil 

---------- - - ------
1059 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 (Upto August) 

Birth and Death Statistics 
Batal since 1957 are:-

Birth 

Year 

---- .._ 

1057 

1958 

1059 

J9liO 

1961 

11l6:! 

I06;} 

Total 

7 

;} 

G 

-1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

as registered from 

Boys Girls 

11 

n 14 

14 11 

7 11 

16 10 

I!} 9 

15 7 

91 63 
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Death 

Year Males Females 

--- .... __ -- --__...._------~ 

1957 7 4 

1958 3 

1959 4 5 
1960 6 9 
1961 3 6 
1962 7 7 

1963 5 6 

'1'ot!11 35 37 

Case Studies 

A few of the civil and criminal cases dealt 
with by the Gram and Nayaya P'anchayat Deora 
from Batal are:-

Cases dealt with by Nayaya Panchayat 

Case No. 25-Varan Datt s/o Jai Krishan, 
village Batal v / s Kali Charan s / 0 
Vidya Sagar, Brahmin of Batal. 

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat under Sec­
tion 425-I.P.C. 

Summary of the complaint-Varan Datt filed 
a complaint with President Gram Panchayat, 
Deora on 11th August 1962. He alleged that 
there was no outlet for the rain water which 
fall from the roof of Kali Charan's house, his 
neighbourer. Despite his repeated requests no 
action was taken by the neighbourer to provide 
an out-let. 

Both parties were summoned by the Gram 
Panchayat on lIth August 1962 and the matter 
was referred to a bench of 3 persons. They went 
to disputed place the same day. 

It was decided that a pucca water channel 
be constructed and the cost should be borne by 
both the parties. They agreed to this decision. 

Cases dealt within the Gram Panchayat 

Case No. 7-R~m Lal s/o Nathu Ram, vil­
lage Batal, vis Ram Gopal s/o Ram 
Lal of Batal. 

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat under Sec­
tion 323 j504-I.P.C. 

Summary 01 the complaint, dated 7th July 
1963-Ram Lal complained against his son Ram 
Gopal alleging that the latter abused his aq­
other son J agdish and beat him· 
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The accused was asked to attend the Gram 
Panchayat on 20th September 1963 and 3 mem­
bers were deputed by the President to submit 
(l report of the case. The parties were asked to 
bring about a compromise so that in future there 
was no abusing and beating by Ram Gopal. This 
was agreed t.o by both the parties. 

Case filed in the Gram Panchayat. 

Case No. 12-Mansa R(lm s/o Moti, village 
Batal, vis. Krishan Chand Acharj(l s I 0 

Sainu of village Jakholi. ~ 

Case was filed in the Gram Panchayat on 5th 
June 1963. 

Summary of the complaint-"I beg to request 
that Krish:m Chand sJo Sainu, caste Acharja of 
village J akholi borrowed Rs. 30 from me and 
he promised to give chair. and a cot to me. ~o 
far he has only given a chaIr and not a cot. It IS, 
therefore, ·prayed that the money he borrowed 

- from me may kindl):.. be got repayed to m-e". 

Dated 5th June 1963. 

Sd. MANSA RAM 

Village 'Batal. 

The parties were summoned to attend the 
Panchayat on 20th June 19_63. Both of them 
were present. The borrower was asked to -repay 
the amount in two instalments, the first on 20th 
]61y 1963 and the second on 20th August 1963. 
They agreed to the decision of the Pan~hayat. 

Sanitation and Health 

Common Diseases-Cold, Cough, Rheumatic 
pains, diarrhoea, pneumonIa, conjunctivities and 
earache are the common di~eases in the area. Ac­
cording to the medical officer, Arki T.B. cases 
are also found. Malaria fever which was once 
prevalent on a very iarge scale has now almost 
V'3nished because of the Malaria eradication 
campaign flu a big scale. Malaria Surveillance 
Workers periodically visit each house in the 
village and according to their programme blood 
test of every person suffering from fever is 
taken and the slides are then Sent to the Labo­
ratories. If malaria germs are found medical aid 
is immediately arranged to treat the patients. 
D.D.T. sptaying .teams .cover every house twice 
a year. There is a lot of propagantla. "Kill 
malaria mosquitoes and extend._~o-opemtion to 
malaria Surveillance'W orker-". Such- appeals are 
found displayed on many important places. 

Medical care-For all minor ailments villagers 
helieve in A yurvedic treatment and take riJedi-
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cines from the local vaids. In complicated cases 
they go to Arki or Simla. Maternity cases are 
seldom brought to the Primary Health Centre, 
Arki. Trained Midwives, Nurses are often found 
touring the village, but their services are rarely 
utilized. For prenatal and postnatal ((lre people 
do not depend much on the advice givt!n by the 
Health Educators, Nurses or the Mid-wives. 
Maternity cases are attended to by the elderly 
women. Vaccinators do often go to perform 
vaccination. V.D. and Leprosy cases are detected 
by the Medical Staff. 

With an accommodation for 15 beds, the 
Gove~nment Hospital, Arki is of great help to 
the VIllagers. Emergency operations are perform­
ed here". In a brief interview with the Medical 
Officer at Arki we gathered that family planning 
programme in the villages has not so far been 
success~uI. From Batal only' one Vasectomy 
OperatIOn was performed in Arki and this was a 
subject matter of interesting street gossip in the 
Village. 

Ayurvedic medicines are more popular than 
the allopathic treatment. The local vaids use 
standard ayurvedic prepamtions which they 
either prepare themselves or purchase ready­
made from ·Simla. 

Education 

Out of a total population .of 960 persons, 424 
are literate and lit.eracy percentag,e works out to 
44 per cent. Illiteracy is more among females 
th·an males. In all there are 156 illiterate males 
and 380 females. Only 17 per cent women are 
literate as against, 69 per cent males. On a closer 
a!laly~is of t~e. figures we find 93 boys and 116 
gIrls III the IllIteracy column. They are in the 
age group of 0-14. Illiteracy among males is 
lesser in the higher age groups. The position is 
reverse among females. The table given here 
will reveal the position o'f illiterate and literate 
persons classified according to broad age groups I 

and educational standards. 

There has been consciousness among the 
Brahmins of Batal about edu((ltion. A Sanskrit 
'Pathsala' was being run by the Brahmin Sabha, 
Batal on voluntary basis. Apart from the holders 
of oriental titles there are many who are good 
scholars of Sanskrit and can converse in that 
language. Some are professional astrologers and 
some practise Ayurveda as subsidiary occupations. 
In the past students from outside also used to 
come to Batal to study scriptures. No wonder 
thetefore that Batal acquired the reputation of 
C~hoti Kashi ~n th_is part .of the country. But 
with the changmg hmes, thIS type of education, 
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being l'ess paying has ceased to attract students. 
N'Ow people prefer to send their children to 
regular schools and there~fter enter Gavt. 

49 

Service rather than learn Sanskrit and be a priest 
'Or pada wha is nat well remunerated due to 
meagre return for his services. 

Education 

Age Group Illiterate Literate Total Population 
without 

educational 
standard 

r---..A..----.., ~ 
M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

All ages 960 502 458 156 380 198 

0-14 337 182 155 93 116 70 

15-34 350 172 178 31 147 42 

35-59 207 108 99 27 92 53 

60+ over 66 40 26 5 25 33 

The literacy percentage is expected to increase 

as the years roll by. Most of the school going 

children attend the school and exceptions ~re 

few. 

Primary School, Batal-Prior to the merger of 
Princely States in Himachal Pradesh a Sanskrit 
Pathsala existed in Batal for the last about 40 
years or even more. The hmbardar of the village 
revealed that they used t'O manage the expendi­
ture 'Of the school teacher by contribution. There 
is no doubt abaut this statement as the literacy 
percentage reveals. The pathsala was later on 
converted inta a Prim:lry Schoal. Class-wise en­
raIment of the students as it staod on 31st March 
1964 is as follows;-

8 

55 

36 
13 

5 

1 

Primary or Matrio or 
Basio Higher 

Inter. Gra. Holders Any 
mediates duates of ori. other 

Seoondary ental Qualifi· 
titles cation 

r-..... ~ r--A .... , ,..--"---, r-..... , r-.A....., .---'~ 
M F M F M F M F M F M F 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

85 17 45 3 2 6 .. 10 3 

19 3 

48 13 43 2 2 3 3 3 

17 1 2 1 2 7 

1 1 .. 

Class Boys Girls Total 
----------- ---

I 16 2!J 45 
II 18 11 29 
III .21 8 29 
IV 13 11 24 
V 17 1 18 

Total 85 60 145 

Out 'Of a tatal strength 'Of 145, 60 are girl 
students. This shaws that girl education is 
receiving equal attentian as boys. After getting 
educatian upta Primary standard the boys and 
girls jain Higher Secandary Schaol, Arki which 
is only abaut ~ mile from the village. Thereafter, 
those who can afford, send their' wards for 
higher education either to Simla Or other places. 
At the time of survey there were 45 matriculates, 
2 intermediates and 6 Graduates. Quite a few 
who were living at other places could not be 
enumerated, but it is well known that there is at 
least 'One, may be more post-graduate from the 
village. 



CONCLUSIO~ 

Batal·is one of. the many villages which has_ 
undergone some prominent change~ during the 
peist Independence p·eriod. Taking mto account 
a number of factors an attempt has been made 
to portray the socio-economic structure of th~ 
village lifc in the preceding chaptetS. Commum­
cation facilities, educatioml facilities, mode of 
dmss, contact with outsiders and the pattern. of 
economy are among the major f4ctors. Whl.ch 
have a bearing upon the socio-economic be.ha-

_ viour of the villagers. In respect of commUlllca­
tion, they are fOltttnate. Bat'll is connected by 
a regular bus service. 

Some Educational Institutions have been 'exist­
ing here since ~ong. B~aHmins of Batal .were 
known in the nClgh bounng. areas for profiCIency 
in astrology. They had formed a soclety caned 
Brahmin Sabha to help them in their affairs and 
to propagate literacy. A sanskrit Pathsala was run 
on voluntary basis and it did them a good turn, 
later in 1948 or 49 it was converted into a Pri­
mary School. There has been a change in thc 
pattern of education. The emphasis of learning 
Sanskrit in the old style has been substituted by 
the present system which affords them opportu­
nities to get employment. ThcAllage elders 
often lament the by gone days for they have 
lost the patronage of the Ruling Chief of Arki. 
Priesthood' has received some set back and in­
come from this source has dwindled. The general 
trend of the young~r people is to wean away 
from the old and orthodox way of life. The 
young boys have no liking to follow the profes- \ 
sions of their ancestors and be called as p,uro­
hits and padhas. There has been a steady drift 
among them towards the town,s. Youngrnen after 
passing their Matriculation or Higher Secondary 
Examination have gone out in search of Em­
ployment. 

The Jlvel"age -holding of land is insufficient 
and it is also one of the factors that youngmen 
have been going out in search-'Of--empJovment. 
Previously they used to go out to find class IV 
j.hs in Govt. Dep~rtments or in Pdv3te con· 

ccms, but position has changed 11 bit now. They 
go to secure clerical jobs. From the majority of 
families in the village there is one or the other 
member, in Govt. or private service and this is 
one of the important factors of their economy. 
Agriculture is not pursued with keenness. The 
agricultural produce of their lartd can hardly 
suffice for a couple of months provided .they get 
good crops ,::tod most of the fam!lies have to 
buy ration from the markets. 

Untouchability has been abolished under the 
law, but in actNal practice there is no going 
away from the old practices. The Scheduled 
Castes are not allowed to enter the houses of 
swarans nor is there a common water source. 
Entry into Shiva temple which is Q sacred place 
for the villagers may not be restricted legally, 
but there is some sort of an inner feeling among 
the scheduled castes to keep away from these 
places. May be, they feel contented to pay their 
homage to' the deities from some distance and 
they do not want to incur the displeasure of the 
brahmins. It might take a long time yet to dis­
card old practices. Apart from the-fact that they 
do not inter-dine or inter-smoke, there is 
sympathy and cooperation among all castes. The 
harijans are invariably invitM by swaran castes 
on all important occasions like marriages and 
births Qnd none else but they can perform the 
work assigned to them. They are treated as im· 
portant section of the society. 

Most significant among the factors of change 
is the organization of Panchayati Raj during the 
post Independence period. It has attempted to 
encourage the growth of a new social order. The 
vilbge disputes are now decided in the Pan­
chayati Adalats. This would save them from 
wasteful expenditure on litigation. Besides this 
it acts as representative of all sections of the vil­
lage and not of one caste alone. 

The people especially the brahmins are gradu­
ally well-informed and are in touch with the ~ur­
rent affairs, They often indulg-e in cri~icism ilnd 

GO 
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carry it to such finer point that would surp.risC\ 
an outsider. It is, however, a matter of regret 
that they confine their activities to CrIticism 
alone and do little constructive work. One should 
have expected that with such learning, intelli­
gence and robust common sens'e and new ideas 
flowing into the village through its sons working 
outside, the people here would have converted 
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their village into a modern village which would 
have become the envy of the illaqa. The facilities 
are there only to be explored and avail'ed of, 
but Batal cannot expect any better fate unless its 
people instead of thinking of the past, l'earn to 
live and act in the present for a better future. 
But better days of prosperity lie ahead. 
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APPENDIX I 

SPECIES OF TANS AND DYES 

Tanning is found chiefly in Parenchymatous 
tissue such as hark and young wood, certain 
fruits and leaves and als'O in galls fDrmed 'On 
leaves and stems by insects. Tanning also occurs 
in extracts 'Obtained frDm wood 'Of a certain 
trees of which the mDst _impDrtant is Acacia 
mtechu. 

Tanning barks 

Amaltas Cassia Fistula 

Amla Emablica officianab· 

Ban Quercus incana 

Ber Zijuphus zijuba 

Kachnar B,mthinia purpuria 

Kikar Acacia Arabica 

Khair Acacia catechu 

Sal 

/ 
Tanning galls 

Kakar • Pistacia intcgerl'ima 

02 

Leaves for tanning and Dyeing 
AmbIa Ambelica officinale 

Chhal .Anog~issus latipolia 

Toong RhuB cotinus 

Dyes from flowers and fruits and seeds 

Flowers 
Daru-light red dye is ob. Punica granatum 

tained from it 

Harshingar=-yellow Ibwer Nyetanthes arbortristis 
gives orange dye 

Tuni 

Butea. frondosa 

Cedrela Toona 

Dak 

Butea. superba. Wood fordia Dhori 
fbribunda 

Seeds 
KameI--.Bright orange co· Mallotus philippinansis 

lour 

Amla-Fruit used for tan· Emblica officianale 
ning leather 

Roots 
Kajal Yellow dye from bark Myricanagi 
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APPENDIX II 

q. ~~~~r'ft~ 
~. ~T ~ \l!l"f9T -era cf; ~T I 

~. ~ <i~ ~ crT f$~ ~~ a-~r ~ ~~uf ~~ ~T I 

'6'. a:m 'U crTm I 
'" 

X. mmrr.rn Cf<IT <rn 'fT'lf ~ I 

~. ~ I'HHT qffi'Rurr ~T t WT I 

~. ~T'llUft ~ ~ti ~ a:r ~~ \i~T ~ fa:!lT~r I '" ..., 
t;. ~u U ~ in:~~Tu~r1:%~r I 
t. Cf;"y-g ~~, ~~ ~ q-;r ~T I 

90. f~lj crf~TT it ~ ~!1fTCI'~ ~Tfcu; a: Cfii m I 
~ ... " 

~r{- ~r I 
'" 

qq. ~ 'U ~r:rr g"<rT m'~ 'liT 6'U I 

9 ":(. ~ crT crTU rrn:!; U fa:;; ~ I 

9~· 'i~ am <'11 44a I 

9'6'· ~ fcrr $llT cgr lic.r 'qurT, ~.r 'lir ~1 0f1JlT I 

9 y_. ~?T <l'l( ff?r 'iH I 

9~. ~ ~w ~ ~ij' I 

913. ;;l?T \T'5IT ~ ~ I 
9 t;. 1:% tj'q a:T i'{ifJf I 
qt. Golc<rr ~Gii ~r ~ ;:ft ~T3ia:T I 

~ o. l1PIT &crr Cf;fllTr CIT ~r Cl:fTU ~T I 
~ 9· muft ~ ~mT qrr ijf{fT I 

~~. ;rNr ~ crT ~lf ~~ I 
\ ~. <1"rrT ;:fT ~urT q~ 'i6T U ~~T a:~ ~urT I 

". 

~.,. fCfillT t <l'l() q-crr C"T q-u ~ CfirJTl: & ~rlJ!r I 
~y_. 1:%r ~ U m<r ~i1: t1;'fir 6'!fumtt ~r.r '011'3; CArt 

~~~)I .. 
~ ~. f~i'fT 'l1r~ a: .nrr ~cr i'fr ~ I 

~ 13. "{li;)' ~~r ~T ~ em: "£r ~ I 
~c;. ~r m ;;Tffir ~ ~ ~ -u &~ ffi>;lr I 
';( t. ~q"IT ~r i'fr ~ I 
~ o. W1'r Ui5f "1r g.:-n I 

~ 9· q-~ q~l:ft uf~t ~ lf~ ~lf~l:ft I 

~ ,. 'Cl'U ~ ~T q-~ U&UT ~ q-m Q,Cfi <fil=~ ~ f.~ ~Kf~ 

mqr ~ ~T :qW-4'r I 

~~. ~TI1i~F3' ~ ~r I 

~'t. ~TlfT ~r ~T Uli ~-.:Irmsir I 

~ y_. rrT~ ;;m;r fCficrif? CfT~r m+f1Jfr ~T{ '3ffUfr I 

~~. ~ l: >i '!(fl{ i i'fr Cf;"~ q~~ I 

~13. ~T l:frur R~ ~ ~~ ~\ tt~ tftur ~:;:rr~ it 
«rqur Cf1JlT '3frnT I 

~ t;. ~~ C!m!: ~UT'l ~~ crr{ ef; m<rr 1 

~ t· ~a; ~ GiR(f crwrr ?T ~ I 
't o. ~t?:T ifTlT{ ~T '3frnT I 

'6'9· Cfil=W'=:mrrur ~ m~ of; ~T I 
'6',. l:fcit~ U ~ Q:T ~ QT crr ~ aT;rN1J!T ~IJ!T 'OIT~lir I 
'6' ~. l:fT crr i'fT"furT ~ <-!T, ~ crr m<iur m l:fC'lJ] T II 
¥¥. m<fr of; fftr i'f'l f~ I 
"'1... Ufro ~ Qf4T ~ m I 

'" 
'6'~. 00 ~ ~qr ~ Cf'3fT I 

'6' 1.9. f~ lfFo<rr ~ 'OlTll ;:fr fi'f~r I 
'" " 

¥t;. 6'lJGT mTI 'U m 
'tt. i'f lfTl:f i'f crffi'r i'f'R ~T ~ I 
'1.. 0 • ~a:~fw~ I 
y_ 9. v~ ~ qrirr ~T~ m~ ~ mffi I 

y_ \. l!lTCf1lT ~~ lImJ. ~ l1T~ m!IJ: I 
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APPENDIX III 

VILLAGE SURVEY MONOGRAPHS 

District Chamba 

Chitrari,. Chamba TehrU. 

(Price Rs. 3.60) 

Devi Kothi, Chaur~h Tehsil. 

(Pric(' Rs. 3.10) 

Maingal, Chamb~ Tehsil. 

Lakkar Mandi, Bhattiyat Tehsil. 

Hatli, Bhattiyat 'Fehsil. 

(Price Rs. 3.15) 

Brahmaur, Brahmaur Sub-Tehsil. 

(Price Rs. 4.20) 

Kupha, Parmas, Malet and Karoti (Thamoh), 
Pangi Sub-Tehsil. 

(Price Rs. 4.40) 

District Mandi 

Chauntr~, JogindarnagarTehsil. 

Bir, Mandi Sadar Tehsil. 

Rawalsar, Mandi Sadar Tehsil. 

Kot, Sarkaghat Tehsil. 

Panjain, Chichot Tehsil. 

Nalag, Sundarnagar Tehsil. 

Pangna, Karsog Tehsil. 

District Bilaspur 

Dari and Dabhla,_ Ghamarwin Tehs"il. 

Deoli, Bilaspur'Sadar Tehsil. 

District Mahasu 

Shakrori, Seoni Sub-Tehsil. 
(Price Rs. 3.00) 

Batal, Arki Tehsil. 
(Present Issue) 

Shathla, Kumharsail1 Sub. Tehsil. 

Delath, Rampur Tehsil. 

Dodra and Kwar, Rohru Tehsj}. 

Chergaon, Rohru Tehsil. 

Purag, Kotkhai Sub-Tehsil. 

Gijari, Thcog Tehsil 

Chaunri, Kasumpti Tchsil. 

Basal, Solon Tehsil. 

Chaupal, Chaupal Tehsil. 

'Jubbal, Jubbal Tehsi1. 

District Sinnur 

Mangarh, Pachhad Tehsil. 

Rajana, Rainb Tehsil. 

Moginand, Nahan Tehsil. 

Kolar, Paonta Tehsil. 

Kamrao, Paonta T ehsil. 

District Kinnaur 

Kothi, Kalpa Sub-Division. 

Nach~ar, Nachar Sub-Division. 

Kanum, Poo Sub-Division. 

(Price Rs. 2.4/?) 

(Price Rs. 3.75) 

(Price Rs. 3.45) 

(Price Rs. 3.55~ 
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I-A 

l-B 

I-C 

II-A 

H-B 

II-C 

III 

IV 

V-A 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 

1961 Census Report, Volume XX-Himachal Pradesh, will be in the following parts-

General Report. V-B(I) Ethnographic notes on Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

R~port on Vital Stalistics of the Decade 
including reprints. 

Subsidiary Tables. 

V-B(II) A study of Gaddi Scheduled Tribes and 
affiliated casles by Prof. William H. 
Newell. 

General Population Tables and Pri- , VI 
mary Census Abstracts. 

(Price Rs. 1.75) 

Economic Tables. 

Cultural 'and Migration Tables. 

Household Economic Tables. 

Report on Housing and Establishments. 

Special Tables 'on Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (induding re­
prints). 

VII-A 

VII-B 

VIII-A 

Vr.rI-B 

IX 

Village Survey Monographs (35 viI· 
hges). 

Survey of handicrafts. 

Fairs and Festivals. 

Administra-t-ion Report-Enumeratioll 
(for official use only). 

" 
Administration Report-Tabulation 
(for official, USe only). 

Maps (Atlas). 

]961 CENSUS HIMACHAL PRADESH GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 

-
District Handbook-Chamba. 

District Handbook-Mandi. 

Distl~ict H;lOdbook-Bilaspur. 

District Handbook-Mahasu. 

District Handbook-Sirmur. 

District Handbook-Kinnauf. 
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Old Wall Painting In th e Palace Baraclari 

Anothe'r F1"eSCO /1"0'117, the Baradari 



A view of A1"ki 

,/ 

Arki Bazar 



A House from Batal 

The Rajas Palace pe'rched on a hill 



A Temple in the ArM Bazar 

Sliiwfl Temple 
at Batal 

-



A y oung village girl 

Khaprail Roof 



A IVaI" Sce n e 

A side view of 
the Palace 



if view 01. the PalJ;zce 

l Va ll Painting 
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CallIe tending 

Merry maliing at a Marriage 
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Husking Paddy 




