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Filling up of the Household Schedule
Q.10 Mother Tongue:

Remember: 
• Question is to be asked to all persons• Question is to be asked to all persons
• For infants and deaf mutes

• Language spoken by mother should 
be recorded

• Write the name of mother tongue in full 
exactly as returned by respondentexactly as returned by respondent

• Religion and mother tongue names are 
not related
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Filli f th H h ld S h d lFilling up of the Household Schedule
Definition- Mother Tongue:

• Language spoken in Childhood by the• Language spoken in Childhood by the 
person’s mother to the person

If th di d i i f l–If mother died in infancy, language 
mainly spoken in the person’s home 
in childhood

• In case of doubt, language mainly , g g y
spoken at home
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Filli f th H h ld S h d lFilling up of the Household Schedule
Definition- Mother Tongue…

•Mother tongue need not have a scriptMother tongue need not have a script
–Bhili/ Bhilodi, Gondi (MP)

M Adi G l (A h l–Monpa, Adi, Galong (Arunachal 
Pradesh)

–Paite, Zou (Manipur)
–Zemi (Nagaland)( g )



Chapter 6…

Filli f th H h ld S h d lFilling up of the Household Schedule
Definition- Mother Tongue…

• Mother tongue may have script of another 
language:g g
–Liangmei (Nagaland), Lusai / Mizo (Mizoram): 

Roman scriptRoman script
–Santali, Mundari, Ho, Kharia 

• West Bengal: Bengali script• West Bengal: Bengali script
• Bihar/ Jharkhand – Hindi script
• Odisha – Oriya script

–Tulu (Karnataka): Kannada script( ) p
–Badaga (Tamil Nadu): Kannada script
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Definition- Other Languages Known (Q.11):

•Exclude Mother tongue

– Hindi, Bhojpuri, Rajasthani, 
Chhattisgarhi are notChhattisgarhi are not 
different languages

•Write name of up to 2 
languages known in order oflanguages known in order of 
proficiency
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Definition- Other Languages Known (Q.11):

•Proficiency means conversation 
skill (speak and understand other’sskill (speak and understand other s 
speech)

– One may not read or write in 
that languageg g

•Other language can be Indian or 
foreignforeign

– English is not a foreign 
language
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Mother Tongue & Other Languages Known:

Remember:
D t di t ith th• Do not dispute with the 
respondent 

• You are not expected to 
decide if languagedecide if language 
returned by a person is a 
dialect of another 
languageg g
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Mother Tongue & Other Languages Known:

Remember:
• If you suspect any 

organised movement atorganised movement at 
your area regarding the 
return record as per thereturn, record as per the 
version of the respondent 
and report to your 
Supervisorp
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Mother Tongue & Other Languages Known:

Remember:
A household may have• A household may have 
related or unrelated 

bmembers 
• It is absolutely essential to 

ask mother tongue for each 
person

• Mother tongue may be 
different for different 
persons in same household
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Mother Tongue & Other Languages Known:

Remember:
Use one row for• Use one row for 
writing name of 
one language

• Put ‘ ’ if no other• Put -  if no other 
language is known




